
OFFICIAL SENSITIVE 

8.1 Wearing, Using and Confidence in the Use of PPE 

There may be occasions when staff must wear suitable approved protective clothing and 

equipment. 

Examples are when: 

• The prisoner is behaving aggressively 

• There is a known risk of aggressive behaviour 

• The prisoner has, or is likely to have, weapons available 

The equipment used should only be of the approved type from the Centre for Applied 

Science and Technology (CAST) specifications, and should be regularly checked and 

maintained as per the manufacturer's instructions. 

All equipment that is to be used should be checked prior to and after every use. 

Items of approved equipment are: 

• Protective Helmet 

• Coveralls 

• Body Armour 

• Shin/ Knee Protectors 

• Forearm Protectors 

• Protective Gloves 

• Safety Boots with protective toecaps 

• Short or mini shield — to be carried by the supervising officer only 

NB: The person managing the incident should consider whether a mini shield might be 

more appropriate to the circumstances of the incident where a short shield may be of a 

hindrance. 
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