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Gatwick immigration detention centre
closed due to staff Covid cases

Serco-run Brook House has been shut and some detainees moved
to another centre, Home Office says
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O Brook House immigration removal centre, near Gatwick airport, is now operated by Serco. Photograph:
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An immigration detention centre has been temporarily closed after several
members of staff tested positive for coronavirus.

The Home Office said Brook House, near Gatwick airport in West Sussex,
has been shut for 10 days. It said a “very small number” of detainees had
been moved to Colnbrook immigration removal centre near Heathrow.

Everyone being held at detention centres is being seen by a nurse and
offered a Covid test, while face masks are provided; these are mandatory
for all staff, it said.



The department would not confirm how many staff and detainees have
been affected but insisted it was a “very small number”.

Last month the Guardian revealed that three wings at Brook House were
in lockdown after an outbreak of Covid-19. There were understood to be 17
confirmed cases at the immigration removal centre.

A notice from the Home Office contractor Serco, which runs the centre,
was pushed under detainees’ cell doors confirming the news. The notice,
seen by the Guardian, encouraged detainees to stay in their room.

Serco took over operations at Brook House from
another outsourcing multinational, G4S, in May 2020.

In 2017, the BBC’s Panorama programme broadcast undercover footage
showing alleged assaults, humiliation and verbal abuse of detainees by
officers at the facility. Fourteen members of G4S staff were dismissed or
resigned after the broadcast, and the Home Office asked the Prisons and
Probation Ombudsman to carry out an investigation. The inquiry was
delayed pending legal action.

In 2019, inspectors found there was “no culture of abuse” among current
staff at Brook House. However, their findings said a series of
improvements needed to be made.
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... as 2023 gathers pace, we have a small favour to ask. A new year means new
opportunities, and we're hoping this year gives rise to some much-needed
stability and progress. Whatever happens, the Guardian will be there, providing
clarity and fearless, independent reporting from around the world, 24/7.

Times are tough, and we know not everyone is in a position to pay for news. But as
we’re reader-funded, we rely on the ongoing generosity of those who can afford it.
This vital support means millions can continue to read reliable reporting on the
events shaping our world. Will you invest in the Guardian this year?

Unlike many others, we have no billionaire owner, meaning we can fearlessly
chase the truth and report it with integrity. 2023 will be no different; we will work
with trademark determination and passion to bring you journalism that’s always
free from commercial or political interference. No one edits our editor or diverts
our attention from what’s most important.

With your support, we’ll continue to keep Guardian journalism open and free for
everyone to read. When access to information is made equal, greater numbers of



