Response ID ANON-5GTU-YDJ7-3

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-09-03 09:23:55

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

N/a

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?
Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

N/A
Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:
Not yet married. Was due to get married this year.
Other

Please expand on your answer:
N/a

Other

Please expand on your answer:
N/a

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:



We were due to get married in Northern Ireland in June this year with a humanist wedding. Due COVID-19 we cancelled our wedding and moved to
England to be closer to my family.

Now that we are in England we cannot have only a humanist wedding need to have a registrar. This legal barrier prohibits the legal wedding we want.
Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

As detailed, we were due to have a humanist wedding in Northern Ireland this June. We have had to move to England only to discover that the sort of
wedding we truly want to follows our beliefs is not allowed and would need a registrar to make our wedding legally binding.

This coupled with the monopoly on wedding venues and their exorbitant costs in England means that our £5000 wedding (license, humanist costs, venue
costs, food for 100 people) for a wedding in Northern Ireland will now cost twice as much (often 3 times as much) to have a wedding of a similar standing.
Needless to say, we have had to cancel our wedding indefinitely due to all of this. This in term, has impacted my mental health.

| want to marry my partner the way that we want and not have to pay a princes ransom for it.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:
It's an outdated law
Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

In a modern world makes complete sense. Doing it online in the first instance and then having an interview, possibly when you collect your marriage
schedule, makes sense.

Consultation Question 6:

three days;

Please expand on your answer:

See above. When marriage schedule is collected.
Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Yes. With technology, remote interviews can be taken. To help with concerns make it a requirement that the interview must be completed by video
interview.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Yes. Many people get married in destinations such as Italy and they can register to marry there and not be a resident. The same should apply in England
and Wales.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 10:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:



If a pandemic or another lockdown this would give couples an opportunity to reschedule within the year of notice without the headache of contacting
local government.

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If the Officiant can't attend then a substitute should absolutely be able to complete the wedding.
Please share your views below:

Yes. If the Officiant can not complete the wedding on the agreed upon date, then the couple should not be penalised because of it.
Consultation Question 13:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

People should be free to choose who they marry, how they marry and where they marry.
Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

This should be the choice of the couple marrying, not the church.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

This is an archaic and outdated mandate. A couple should not have to prove they are fit to be married to one another.
Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

This should again be down to the couple and the relationship they have with the church.

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:

All weddings should have the same civil preliminaries, this makes legal requirements more streamlined

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, as no as the officiants extend into other beliefs such as humanist.

Consultation Question 20:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 21:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 22:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 23:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
As a member of the humanist society, | what to get married by a humanist celebrant/officiant without needing a registrar
Consultation Question 24:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Please share your views below:
Humanist

Consultation Question 25:
Other

Please expand on your answer:

Point 1: some belief systems do not require people to meet. As a humanist, | have a valued belief system and | am a member of the that organisation.
Rather than ‘meet’ perhaps it should be an organisation that can demonstrate its core values and have a determined amount of members.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Yes. If an organisation promotes unlawful purpose, they should not be allowed to conduct weddings

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Yes. A registrar as the ability to conduct a wedding because of the position they hold within the council, same should apply elsewhere.
Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This will also offer protection to a couple, they could search for their officiant to make sure they are legally registered to marry them. A system similar to
Companies House perhaps.

Consultation Question 29:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Yes.

Consultation Question 30:



Yes
Please expand on your answer:

Agreed. Humanist Celebrants have to complete a course/qualification and are held accountable by the Humanist Society. The same should apply to all
officiants.

Consultation Question 31:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 32:
Other

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage fees should not exceed those charged by the registrars office. These should be government guided but only include the officiants fees, not
premise fees, travel expense etc.

Consultation Question 33:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

There should be a cap or clear pricing structure. le a fixed fee for being the Officiant set by government plus mileage and preparation time (getting to
know the couple). But there should an option of additional services such as writing order of service, writing vows, etc with these being down to the
discretion of the officiant and the couple.
Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This would be a conflict of interest.
Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 40:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

As long as there are procedures in place to ensure they continue to carry out their role as Officiant is a legal and ethical fashion.
Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 43:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 44:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 45:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Please share your views below:
Consultation Question 46:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 47:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It should be the choice of the couple where they marry.
Please share your views below:

It should be the choice of the couple.

Consultation Question 49:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:



No
No
No
Please expand on your answer:

Law should profit people getting married anyway. For example, if people was to marry in a church but are non religious they should legally able to, but it's
up to the church if they will allow it.

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Officiants should be able to determine if a location is fit for purpose and guide the couple accordingly.
Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Guidance only. It is down to the discretion of the officiant and/or the organisation they represent.
Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This would give couples the chances to pick their location and officiant based on what they want.
Please share your views below:

The venue should be responsible for completing the process ie registering.

This could be managed in a simile way to Companies House. Each year the venue must complete a form and say they are still active etc. If they don't
re-register annually their venue is removed from the list.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:
Other
Please expand on your answer:

Yes to parts 1 & 2.

No to part 3. Some people are estranged from one or both parents. Some parents are deceased. Perhaps, this could be the name of the witness, their
relationship and how long they have known them.

Consultation Question 55:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 56:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences



Consultation Question 57:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 58:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 59:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 60:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 61:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Getting married should be done to the individual as long as they are of sound mind.
Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There should be a shorter time limit imposed for the notice. If a person is declared terminal ill they should be able to give notice online, it should be check
within 5 working days (including interview) and the notice period should be shorter too ie 14 days. This would allow 3 weeks for the schedule to be issued.

Consultation Question 64:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 65:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 66:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 67:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Completely agree.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 68:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 69:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 70:
Please share your views below:
Yes. It should be down to the couple marrying with the guidance of the officiant.
Consultation Question 71:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
This would work the same as selecting a venue.
Consultation Question 72:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 73:
Please share your views below:
None

Consultation Question 74:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 76:
(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level.
Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 77:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 78:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 79:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 80:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 81:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 82:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 83:
(2) there should be no fee.
Please expand on your answer:
Removing fees will allow the process to be quicker.
Consultation Question 84:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:
Please share your views below:

As previously detailed, we cancelled our wedding in Northern Ireland due to Covid and are now living in England (again due to COVID). To have the
humanist wedding we want at a similar venue in England we can’t. Not only can’t we have an purely humanist wedding, or get married outside, but venue
priceS has tripled.

As such, we are in a position of not getting married at all (we are already cohabiting) or having a much smaller impersonal wedding.

At present all our plans remain cancelled, and yet | have my dream wedding dress hanging in a bag waiting to be worn. | am at a loss.

Consultation Question 86:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

2. The cost of venue hire is astronomical in England. To find a venue that charges less that £3000 (or a minimum number of guest to stay over night) is
harder than finding the holy grail. This monopoly on venues is beyond unreasonable. The prices that can charges would be a deposit on a mortgage. It's
this level of pricing creates a ‘poor’ mentality and encourages people to get into debt (often a lifetimes worth) just to have a wedding. Even a simple
wedding.

5. Currently to have a Humanist wedding in a venue of choice we have to pay the humanist celebrant and the registrar. This alone can cost in the region
of £1200. This is unfair and non inclusive, teetering on discrimination.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

2. Being able to choose a venue of your choice give the couple and not the venues control over where they want to get married and how much they want
to spend. As previously mentioned, the cost of venue would equate to a deposit for a mortgage. The average price of a wedding in England in 2019 was
approximately £32k. This is an obscene amount of money to spend and is creating an elitist esquire element to weddings.

3. As detailed above, to have a humanist wedding we essentially have to pay twice; once for the humanist celebrant and once for the registrar.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Na

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Na
Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Na

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Na
Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Na

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Na
Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Na

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Na
Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



5. Getting married is deemed to be one of life's stressful moments, stress that comes from money and not being able to afford or have the legal stand
point to have the wedding the couple wants. Stress can kill. It has been documented many times.
This proposal implies a welcome change in the law. The onus is on what the couple marrying wants and establishes laws to support them.



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YDJA-D

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-09-03 12:28:03

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Private individual

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?
Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:
N/A

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

N/A
Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:
Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:
Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:
Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 2:
Please share your views below:

Currently it is not possible to have a Christian same sex marriage in the Church of England. This is prevented by the quadruple lock. It is not possible for
Christians to have a church wedding conducted by the established church in this country. This exemption needs to be removed.

Consultation Question 3:



Please share your views below:

N/A
Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:
Yes
Please expand on your answer:

Marriage tourism happens in other parts of the world and has a benefit for the local economy. Why shouldn't a couple be able to get married at a place of
their choice even if they have no connection with the place?

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Giving notice online is helpful for convenience.

An in person interview is essential, both to protect against forced marriages and to prevent fraudulent marriages. If one of the couple does not want to

get married but may be under pressure, perhaps from their family an in person meeting could detect this. Also, marriages of convenience or using false
documents could be detected.

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

Three working days. So an interview on a Friday afternoon cannot lead to a marriage on a Monday morning.
Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

In person interviews are more likely to raise concerns that may not be apparent from paperwork submissions.
Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Yes, especially if notice can be given online.

Consultation Question 9:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This depends on how much information is made public. It is important that notice is made public, but who would decide what level of risk is appropriate
to expose or conceal? Would the online notices be searchable, for example would an ex spouse or boyfriend / girlfriend be able to troll them as a result?

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Have to allow panning time for those who want a big wedding
Consultation Question 11:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This would mean that couples would have to find an officiant first, even if they changed it later. Getting registered should be the first step, even if there is
a proposal that a named officiant had to be put on the schedule within a limited period of time.



Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Common sense.

Please share your views below:

There should be other valid reasons, for example jury service, family bereavement, arrest, quarantine etc
Consultation Question 13:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Banns are supposed to be the public notice to the community. If they are read in another country then the local community might not be given a
reasonable opportunity to object.

| also think banns should go, everyone should go through a civil registration process.

Consultation Question 14:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

| don't understand this. Does it mean that banns can be read in a disused / damaged church or that marriages can take place in a that church after banns
elsewhere?

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

No, they should be published everywhere that other notices are published.
Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes. Preferably the use of banns should be removed. A member of clergy who conducts fewer than one wedding a year is unlikely to be as good at
spotting forged documents or a forced marriage as a trained registrar who does this all the time

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes. Best way to guard against fraudulent marriage
Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.
Please expand on your answer:

This is the fairest and safest way to conduct marriage preliminaries. This way everyone is treated equally and certain groups do not have access to
privilege and less likely to be taken advantage of.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Ensures safety of all concerned
Consultation Question 20:

No



Please expand on your answer:

Couples who want a faith element to their wedding should be allowed to have this with a registration officer
Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Why not?

Consultation Question 22:

No

Please expand on your answer:

They should be treated the same as other Christian denominations, where they have to be designated people and it is not automatic.

The Church of England currently claims and defends its right to exclude some couples from church marriage. This exemption means that they will not
marry same sex couples in church even though they are the established church in this country and same sex marriage is legal in this country. They can't
have the automatic right to marry everyone and at the same time refuse to marry some couples.

If they want the automatic right then they must commit to being willing to carry out each and every marriage which is legal. So they must give up the
quadruple lock

Consultation Question 23:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Sensible

Consultation Question 24:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Although | think it is better to licence individuals
Please share your views below:
Consultation Question 25:
Other

Please expand on your answer:

Would there be any requirement that this 20 was part of a larger e.g. national group? You want to avoid problems such as football fans who 'worship'
weekly at their football match and devise a marriage service based around their club.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Yes they should be excluded. However the reasons should not be too broad. It could be argued that the Church of England should be excluded on these
grounds due to its public policies on refusing to solemnise same sex marriages in church and the refusal to ordain those validly married. These are
contrary to public policy.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Yes, although it could cause extra administration

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Central register that standardises everything ensures processes are correct



Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There should be criteria for acceptance, for example retired clergy, MP etc
Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Basic duty of care

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is the bare minimum

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, although it is not unreasonable for them to make a modest profit from their labour.
Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

| agree with the first part, preventing conflict of interest. But there should be some limit on exorbitant fees. Perhaps a table of suggested fees would be
suitable

Consultation Question 34:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

If they are nominated by a faith organisation, then they should be doing it as part of the expression of their faith, so it would be a conflict to do itin as
part of a non religious organisation. But doing it in a private capacity would not be a conflict.
1 allow

2 not allow

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But might have to define dignity and solemnity

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Common sense

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



They know best what they expect from their nominees
Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Necessary to maintain the integrity of the process
Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is duty of care, so important

Consultation Question 40:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There should be a renewal period for the authorisation, to ensure training and quality
Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Training is an essential part of it
Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Witnessed consent is absolutely essential for a valid marriage
Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

With certain essential legal formalities
Consultation Question 44:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Jewish and Quaker - yes
The Anglican church, as the established church in this country, cannot simply be allowed to do whatever it wants to do. It already discriminates against
certain groups with respect to marriage. It needs to be willing to conduct all legal marriages and not simply do whatever it wants to do

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It makes it much more straightforward. So a poem that has some faith content or song words would be allowed or a favourite reading etc
Please share your views below:

Just that the balance of the service should be recognisably civil



Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Why propose this?

The religious service would not have a legal meaning, but it could have significant religious significance to the couple

It is what has helped those remarrying after divorce to have a religious ceremony when the church of England uses their opt out to refuse to marry the
coupe in church. Where the ceremony is not legally binding then the Church of England can exercise a 'pastoral accommodation' to have some sort of
religious element to their commitment

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The idea that a marriage should be public is a good one. It was designed to help prevent false and invalid marriages - those who wanted to object could
not be denied entry

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Provided it is safe

Please share your views below:

If people want to do it and it is legal and safe, then why not? Trespassing would not be allowed.
Consultation Question 49:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Provided they are accessible on the day of the ceremony, then no problem
Consultation Question 50:

No

No

Other

Please expand on your answer:

For 1 and 2 there is already a lot of prohibiting of perfectly lawful and reasonable things. For 3, a civil wedding will not contradict the beliefs of the
religious venue, but a non-religious one might. There needs to be some sort of opt out clause

Consultation Question 51:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Sensible

Consultation Question 52:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Again sensible

Yes



Please expand on your answer:
Eminently sensible

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Saves a lot of duplicated work. Good idea
Please share your views below:

The venues should be required to show that they meet the standards set out above in

We provisionally propose that guidance should be produced by the General Register Office to provide advice to officiants on how to assess whether a
location is safe and dignified for a wedding.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:
No
Please expand on your answer:

Adding the names and occupations of parents should be optional. They are not necessary for a valid marriage. Some couples may be marrying against
the wishes of their families and may find having their names on the paperwork to be painful.

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Welsh is important but not everyone speaks it
Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Sensible
Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:
Other
Please expand on your answer:

In 4 the religious governing authority may have given their consent for same sex marriages but they also require the individual church to opt in. For
example the Baptist Church. Currently an individual church registers for same sex marriage and without this the marriage should be void. Perhaps 4
could be slightly reworded for local situations

No

Please expand on your answer:

1yes

2 no, witnesses are a help in preventing forced marriages

3 these things should be done and should be essential, especially the registration. Perhaps a time limit, voidable if not completed within 30 days of the
wedding date

Consultation Question 58:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:



As answered above

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No problem

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage has legal implications and these should not be imposed upon a couple
Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Forced marriages are not always easy to get out of
Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Their actions have legal consequences for the couple so it should be an offence
Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:
Please share your views below:
N/A

Consultation Question 63:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Provided this can be done in timely manner
Consultation Question 64:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Much simpler and fairer
Consultation Question 65:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Reasonable

Consultation Question 66:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Reasonable

Consultation Question 67:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:
This would be very useful at times like this. Very sensible idea
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Very reasonable

Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Good idea

Consultation Question 68:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Reasonable

Consultation Question 69:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Reasonable

Consultation Question 70:
Please share your views below:
No, these need to be planned events not spur of the minute events where the formalities might not be easy to adhere to
Consultation Question 71:
Other

Please expand on your answer:

They might need to registration document to book the cruise ship wedding. As long as they specify that it is their intent, allow them to add the details
after a period of time.

Consultation Question 72:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Maintains legal requirements
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Essential

Yes

Please expand on your answer:
If the officiant is not valid, nor is the marriage
Consultation Question 73:
Please share your views below:

No idea



Consultation Question 74:
Yes
Please expand on your answer:

Sensible idea
Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Only fair

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level.
Please expand on your answer:

If it is below cost, who pays for the travel?

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Perfectly reasonable and ordinary suggestion

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This ensures it is fair

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Costs may go beyond merely travel costs and should include the time of the officials etc
Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

They should be paid for all the time they spend on the event
Consultation Question 81:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

A modest amount of profit should be allowed, if these are non essential. If the coupe choose to have these discretionary services then the cost could
allow for some profit

Consultation Question 82:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:



That is fair

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

There needs to be flexibility. Terminally ill does not always mean that death in imminent nor that the person cannot pay some modest sum
Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Perfectly fair
Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:
Please share your views below:

Current law certainly stops same sex couples having religious church weddings. The Church of England does not even allow blessings to take place after a
civil marriage. It also has a series of prohibitions and sanctions on those who have a same sex marriage, ranging from losing their licence, to refusal to
promote them to barring them from applying for ordination etc.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

| don't feel able to comment on this

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

The potential benefits might not be related to cost saving. It might be about allowing couples to marry in accordance with their beliefs and preferences
Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Not able to comment

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Not able to comment
Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

The more regulations there are the more time has to be spent ensuring compliance

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

This might streamline the process allowing for fairer and more cost effective process
Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Currently many perfectly reasonable plans are nor permitted



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

This could make the process easier
Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No idea

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No idea
Consultation Question 91:
Please share your views below:

Not able to comment



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YDJ3-Y

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-09-03 13:08:35

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?
Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:
Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:
Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:
Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:
Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 2:
Please share your views below:
Consultation Question 3:
Please share your views below:

All my ceremonies have been postponed to next year but couples would like to have a legal wedding with a few guests now.



Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Couples would like to be married in their parents area rather than where they currently live.
Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 6:
three days;

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 7:
Please share your views below:
Yes by Skype or Zoom with a back up of a personal interview if required
Consultation Question 8:
Please share your views below:
Yes

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 10:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 11:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 12:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Please share your views below:

Couples need to be happy with their choice of Officiant and get to know each other first. At the moment, Registrars can send anyone who is available to
officiate which can be upsetting to the couple.

Consultation Question 13:
Other

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 14:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Meet with the couple first and also check all documents.
Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes - it is a full commitment from both of them.
Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:
Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 20:
No

Please expand on your answer:
Independent Celebrants will require training to be able to officiate at a legal wedding.
Consultation Question 21:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 22:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 23:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 24:
Other

Please expand on your answer:

Independent Celebrants can include religion and humanist views in their ceremonies and also, more importantly spiritual views. | perform many Hand
Fasting rituals.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 26:
Please share your views below:
Consultation Question 27:
Please share your views below:

Fully trained Celebrants should be able to legally marry couples. it is important that full training is given and that Celebrants have also have completed a
fully recognised training course - Diploma in Celebrancy: Naming and Couples (QCF) from Civil Ceremonies Ltd

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

They should hold a Diploma in Celebrancy: Naming and Couples (QCF) and have performed many wedding ceremonies previously

Consultation Question 32:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

All religious ministers are paid by the church and Independent Celebrants need to be paid for the work they do. My ceremonies are in depth and personal
and not just prewritten. | chat to the couple for up to two hours first, am in email and phone contact up to the ceremony then stay with the couple as long
as they need me.

Consultation Question 33:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

The legal ceremony can have a fixed price then Independent Celebrants can charge for added rituals such as Hand Fasting Candle or Flower Ceremonies.
Consultation Question 34:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

As an Independent Celebrant, | offer spiritual and religious cermeonies as part of the wedding ceremony.

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 36:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 37:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 38:
Other

Please expand on your answer:

If Registrars feel that independent Celebrants are taking away their business they then have a conflict of interest and will stop us performing legal
ceremonies.

Consultation Question 39:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 40:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 41:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 43:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 44:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 45:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Please share your views below:
Singing of hymns, saying prayers and all spiritual rites such as Hand Fasting
Consultation Question 46:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 47:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Please share your views below:

| have performed wedding ceremonies in the couples favourite places, places that mean something to them. As long as they and the Celebrant is happy
with the place then it should be allowed.

Consultation Question 49:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 50:
No

No

No

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 51:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 52:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 53:
Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:
The couple and the officiant should approve the location

Please share your views below:
Chapter 8: Registration
Consultation Question 54:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 56:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 58:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 59:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 60:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 61:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:
Please share your views below:
Consultation Question 63:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 64:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 65:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 66:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 67:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 68:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 69:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 70:
Please share your views below:
Any craft as long as the couple and the Celebrant are happy to do it
Consultation Question 71:
Other

Please expand on your answer:
It would be good to include the name of the Officiant
Consultation Question 72:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 73:
Please share your views below:
There is a demand for wedding ceremonies anywhere that is important to the couple.
Consultation Question 74:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(1) the same fee as other cases in which the registration officer must travel to the person giving notice, set nationally on a cost-recovery basis; or
Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Independent Celebrants are paid for all the work they do in creating a personal unique ceremony and should be paid accordingly
Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or
Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals
Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

All my couples want to be married legally but they also want to have the choice of where the ceremony is held and for the ceremony to be personal to
them.



Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

The cost of a legal wedding at a hotel, say, by a Registrar is high. It is also bland and definitely not personal. Independent Celebrants offer so much more
for the same price!

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

| offer ceremonies on beaches, in woods, in cafes, in fact anywhere that is important to the couple. They regard the Registrar wedding as a legal necessity
but no more than that. Combining the legal and a Celebrant ceremony is the way forward

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

More couples will get legally married if they are allowed to marry in a location of their choice with the Celebrant of their choice who will spend time
making sure the ceremony is unique and personal to them.

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

We are one world and it is important to realise that couples are now marrying from different countries. | perform ceremonies for Japanese and Chinese
couples that want a traditional type ceremony in this country

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Couples should be able to get married wherever they feel is important to them.
Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YDJQ-W

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-09-03 13:45:01

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Thames Steamers Limited

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?
Response on behalf of an organisation

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

I <
What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:
Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:
Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:
Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:
Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 2:
Please share your views below:
Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 5: Officiants



Consultation Question 19:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 20:
Other

Please expand on your answer:
Masters of domestic passenger vessels should be able to perform as officiant on board
Consultation Question 21:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 22:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 23:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 24:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Please share your views below:
Consultation Question 25:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 26:
Please share your views below:
Consultation Question 27:
Please share your views below:
Consultation Question 28:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 29:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 30:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 31:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 32:
Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 33:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 34:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 35:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 36:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 37:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 38:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 39:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 40:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 41:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 43:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 44:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 45:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Please share your views below:
Consultation Question 46:
No

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 47:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

outdoors,, on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,
Please share your views below:

Domestic passenger vessels should be able to act as wedding venues
Consultation Question 49:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

No

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 53:
No

Please expand on your answer:
Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 55:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 56:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 58:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 59:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 60:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:
Please share your views below:
Consultation Question 63:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 64:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 65:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 66:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 67:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 68:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 69:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 70:
Please share your views below:
Consultation Question 71:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 73:
Please share your views below:
Consultation Question 74:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 76:
(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level.
Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 77:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 78:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 79:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 80:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 81:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 82:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or
Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:
Please share your views below:
Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YDJG-K

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-09-03 13:55:23

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

I Celebrant

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?
Response on behalf of an organisation

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

N/A
Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:
Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:
Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:
Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 2:
Please share your views below:
There was only very limited opportunity for personalisation in our Civil Ceremony, with the registration service, at an approved premises.

Although it was meaningful (because of our feelings for each other and because we wanted to be married) the ceremony felt very generic - even though
at the time | was employed as a Superintendent Registrar by the Registration Service ( or maybe that was one of the reasons why | felt this way?) | knew
that the person officiating had used EXACTLY the same script at all of their weddings! | even knew when the 'jokes' were coming!



Consultation Question 3:
Please share your views below:

My son is due to be married at a register office this weekend, they have had great difficulty in gaining information from the registrars and the restrictions
that they have put in place, allegedly to ensure that the space is COVI-19 secure, seem excessive compared to other register offices.

Despite being limited to 6 guests, having the bare minimum of legal words and the ceremony being held in a waiting room (rather than a designated

ceremony room) with ABSOLUTELY no personalisation or guest interaction allowed they have still been charged the 'enhanced' ceremony rate because it
is on a Saturday - | don't know how the local authority can justify this fee?

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

three days;

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Yes, with adequate mechanisms in place to guarantee that it is the couple who have applied to get married

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

| have no opinion on this, | would expect status quo to continue unless there is evidence that this has caused, or will cause, problems.
Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

No

Please expand on your answer:

| feel that it could list the type of officiant or under which form of 'rites and ceremonies’, for example: registrar, independent officiant, Church of England,
Quakers, etc. It would be the responsibility of the original officiant (or their employer/body) to arrange a substitute of the same type - to ensure that the
couple had the type of wedding ceremony that they wanted.

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



as above: | feel that it could list the type of officiant or under which form of 'rites and ceremonies', for example: registrar, independent officiant, Church of
England, Quakers, etc. It would be the responsibility of the original officiant (or their employer/body) to arrange a substitute of the same type - to ensure
that the couple had the type of wedding ceremony that they wanted.

Please share your views below:

Not really, although | appreciate that the registration service, in particular, would like to retain as much flexibility as possible.

Consultation Question 13:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Absolutely

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

No, if marriage notices are to be published online, so should Banns - all should be able to be found and searched easily by anyone who is interested.
Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

1, Yes
2.Yes

Consultation Question 17:
Please share your views below:

Yes, there should be parity for all types of marriage preliminaries - irrespective of where the ceremony will take place (I don't think Banns should
continue, but that may not be a popular change)

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:

| pre-empted the question! Yes, all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 20:
Other

Please expand on your answer:

| worked for the registration service for 13 years, beginning as a casual registrar of marriages and working my way up to being a Superintendent
Registrar.

| have worked as an Independent Celebrant for the past 5 years. | conducted thousands of weddings during my times at the registration service and have
conducted over 150 wedding celebration ceremonies.

| strongly disagree that registration officers should only be able to officiate at civil weddings - or have | misinterpreted your question? Do you mean they
should have no place in a religious wedding? In which case, | agree - they should only be involved in civil weddings.



Consultation Question 21:
Yes
Please expand on your answer:

As | have previously stated, | have been a registrar, superintendent registrar and celebrant. If you are well prepared, and arrive in good time, there is no
need for two people to officiate.

Consultation Question 22:
Other

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 23:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 24:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Please share your views below:
Political, sporting clubs, disreputable organisations (criminal gangs, etc)
Consultation Question 25:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 26:
Please share your views below:
Yes, absolutely.

Consultation Question 27:
Please share your views below:

I think that the General Register Office should hold a list and it should have names that are designated as 'right and proper' and subject to removal from
the list if they are found not to be, so no, | don't feel the 'office’ would be sufficient - it should be individuals not their job title.

Consultation Question 28:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 29:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 30:
Other

Please expand on your answer:

If the General Register Office is holding a list of names that is open to the public there could be a probationary period - similar to the notice period -
during which the public could ask for nominees to be scrutinised further, prior to them being able to officiate.

Consultation Question 31:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 32:
Other

Please expand on your answer:

If you are proposing a set fee or maximum threshold it would need to reflect the amount of work that | put into my ceremonies to ensure that they are
completely bespoke. | wouldn't want to put less effort in, but | expect to receive a fair recompense for what | do.

Consultation Question 33:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 34:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 35:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 36:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 37:
Other

Please expand on your answer:

There needs to be a mechanism that allows the General Register Office to override any organisation's nomination - and also allows for GRO to withdraw
authorisation if an organisation fails to monitor satisfactorily (I'm thinking of some of the church scandals, but this could apply to any organisation)

Consultation Question 38:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
| keep pre-empting you questions, maybe | should have read them all first!
Consultation Question 39:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 40:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 41:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 43:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 44:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 45:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Please share your views below:
Consultation Question 46:
No

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 47:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
outdoors,, on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.
Please share your views below:
Consultation Question 49:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 50:
No

No

No

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 51:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 52:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 53:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Please share your views below:

General Register Office or Local Authority
Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 55:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 56:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 58:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 59:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 61:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

| have conducted many weddings of these types while working for the registration service. | have also conducted celebratory ceremonies, as an
independent celebrant, for couples when one of them has a terminal illness. | don't feel that there is currently a problem, other than the restrictions on
who can officiate.

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But there should be minimum delay between the two - electronic schedules would enable it to be done almost immediately.

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As long as people with terminal iliness continue to be treated with compassion and allowed to reduce the waiting time between notice and marriage.
Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This would have solved so many problems this year! It wouldn't have been the perfect solution - that doesn't exist - but it would have been very helpful.
Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:
Please share your views below:
Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(1) the same fee as other cases

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

in which the registration officer must travel to the person giving notice, set nationally on a cost-recovery basis; or



Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 81:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 82:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 83:
(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or
Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 84:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:
Please share your views below:
Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Quite often couples come to me because they can't get a registrar for the date and time that they want their wedding ceremony._

"I will always listen to, be led by, and give you, the ceremony that you want.

Quite often people get in touch with me because they can't get a registrar for the day, or time, that they want.

This is what one of my couples wrote after their wedding:

Whatever kind of ceremony you want
should be conducted by someone that you know and trust.

=

| offer unlimited contact from enquiry to the day itself. | get to know some of my couples really well - because that is what they want. Others, | know less
well - because that is what they want.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

These are the promises that | make to my couples...
| Promise:
To empower and enable you to have a meaningful and memorable ceremony, crafted just for you, held in any venue, at any time, that you choose.



To create a ceremony unique to you, reflecting your personalities, your relationship and your commitment.

To keep listening to you and always be warm, friendly and responsive to your questions, concerns and requests.

To work helpfully with you, and your other suppliers, and provide a personal and professional service, so that you are always assured that you have
placed the most important part of your Wedding or Civil Partnership Day in the right hands.

To conduct your ceremony clearly and confidently so that you, and your guests, feel part of a true celebration of your love, full of special moments of
pure joy and happiness (and hopefully lots of laughter - and maybe a few happy tears)

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please take a look at my testimonials page if you want to see the impact a personal and personalised ceremony can have on a couple's wedding day:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

| have conducted ceremonies for a large number of couples who live abroad, but have a connection to and want to celebrate their marriage in England or
Wales. The current system for residency and giving notice is prohibitive in terms of time and cost. These couples complete the legalities where they live
and then travel to the UK for what they consider to be their real wedding.

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:
Please share your views below:
Local authorities would potentially lose income from registrars fee and licensing of approved premises

Government would potentially gain income from authorising independent celebrants and holding a register of officiants.
Officiants would need to pay for initial training, authorisation and CPD
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:
Yes
Please expand on your answer:

we got married last Friday at an informal celebration with our family members as we had to cancel our original wedding due to coronavirus.

Prior to the pandemic | already considered that for personal and religious reasons it would have been appropriate to relax the archaic rules of marriage
for those who wished to do so. Naturally it should remain open to individuals to get married in a church or registry office in the currently legal way should
they choose to do so.

Following the pandemic | feel this even more strongly. Due to inability to give notice people were deprived of the opportunity to get legally married at the
time of their choosing.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

We have had to book a separate legal marriage and did this prior to the meaningful ceremony.
Other

Please expand on your answer:

Due to the pandemic we were not able to get legally married at the time of our choosing as our original notice would have been voided by the change in
venue.



Serving notice was farcical anyway as the building the screen was shown in was locked.

Obviously we were aware of this before we undertook our family ceremony but it felt wrong that we would be deprived of getting married at this time
particularly given the fact my husband is a front line medic, was exposed to the covid wards and indeed caught covid. If he had died he would have never
been able to legally marry his fiance due to archaic rules.

Apart from my personal experience | believe Christians are treated unfairly over other belief systems as they can get legally married in a venue that is
holy to them whereas members of other religions cannot.
However non religious people should be able to choose a venue that is important to them too. This is an equality issue.

Yes
Please expand on your answer:

Tax

Complications with death in service benefit

Lack of recognition of our relationship

Judgment from other individuals during pregnancy

Requirement to register the person | see as my husband on a birth certificate when this would be automatic if we were legally married.
Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

None applied to us.

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

I have already covered this in previous responses however the key issue was that we could not serve notice in our home Borough even when it was
possible for us to book a legal wedding with 2 witnesses.

When we did get the opportunity to serve notice it was entirely pointless as our information was displayed on screens in a building that was closed to the
public.

Having a restriction on reception party sizes seems fair.

Insisting that wedding ceremonies themselves have to occur at a licensed site is unfair and ridiculous when individuals have already sometimes lost
money on the site they had originally booked.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I have no opinion on this point as | do not understand the purpose of the restriction or what benefit abolishing it may have.

| don't think it is a problem for non-resident people to not be able to get married here as we cannot legally get married abroad either.
Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As previously explained the physical notice was pointless. | didnt have a problem with appearing in person to give notice but was frustrated by (1) not
being able yo when | wanted to due to covid restrictions and (2) the notice itself being redundant by virtue of being displayed in a closed building.

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

just do the interviews on the day. This is just another admin step that doesn't add any more value to do earlier.

Consultation Question 7:



Please share your views below:

Agree provided individuals are adequately protected
Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Yes respect these circumstances, although take cost into account.
Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As stated above

Consultation Question 10:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

| do not know what a schedule is in this context
Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

| cannot see any value whatsoever in having to identify the officiant in advance of the day. It should be easy for changes to be made as we are now
capable of amending paper trails more quickly than used to be the case

Consultation Question 12:
Yes
Please expand on your answer:

People spend a lot of time and money planning weddings which are sometimes very difficult for guests to attend. Why wreck a ceremony due to no fault
of the couple? It is difficult to see the benefit in not allowing substitute officiants.

Please share your views below:

Yes - provided there is a paper trail. Again | can't see the benefit of not allowing this subject to the original officieant still getting paid if the couple cancels
late etc.

Consultation Question 13:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

| dont have an opinion on Anglican weddings.
Consultation Question 14:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

| dont have an opinion on Anglican weddings.
Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

| dont have an opinion on Anglican weddings.

Consultation Question 16:



Please share your views below:

| dont have an opinion on Anglican weddings.
Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

| dont have an opinion on Anglican weddings.
Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.
Please expand on your answer:

all weddings should be treated equally.
Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

seems like a good method of ensuring avoidance of forced and sham marriages or failure to formalise a marriage effectively.
Consultation Question 20:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

people should have their wedding officiated by a person in a role of their choice.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Cannot see the purpose of requiring more than one

Consultation Question 22:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

| can't comment as | don't know the current requirement or the religious implications of this.

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Every religion or belief organisation should allow any marriage that it recognises to be legally binding in the UK subject to UK checks and balances (ie.
Freedom to consent etc) in the same way that Christian weddings are recognised subject to these controls. | would gladly accept a government

authorisation process for such representatives to ensure that UK legal requirements to recognise marriages are met (in addition to any religious / belief
requirements).

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Definition seems sufficiently wide. Humanists for example should be able to get legally married in my opinion in the same way as members of religions.

However | would also support authorisation of marriages which do not adhere to any belief system.



Please share your views below:

Create an authorisation process based around an understanding of the legal requirements and let authorised officiants build on that framework as
required. Charge the same fee for all authorisations.

Allow officiants to affiliate themselves with a specific religion or belief system (so that more people want to use them!)

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

why does there need to be at least 20 people? Provided the second requirement is met and the officiant is authorised, then why not allow the couple to
get married in accordance with their own desire to do so and irrespective of any wider belief system?

To me marriage is the union of two people in a family who wish to spend their lives together. It doesn't require any wider more fundamental belief
system in my opinion.

This approach does not reduce the meaning of marriage for other groups who choose to have a ceremony in accordance with their own belief system.
Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Yes and this is a good example of why it is a bad idea to tie marriage to a wider belief system.
Unlawful/ immoral officiants should not be able to be authorised in allegiance with a specific belief system.
Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Yes subject to authorisation ie demonstrating an understanding of the baseline legal requirements
Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

makes sense to have a centralised list

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

but this goes against your earlier stated requirements re the requirement for a belief organisation
Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

they should have responsibility for vetting their affiliated authorised officiants

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

this is the authorisation process | mentioned earlier

Consultation Question 32:

Other

Please expand on your answer:



Couples should be able to choose who they want but the option should remain to always have an affordable wedding for each type of religion / belief
system / non-belief based options

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:
There always be an affordable option
Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

People affiliated with a religion or belief system should be able to understand woth certainty that their officiant is a genuine member of that religion or
belief system

Consultation Question 35:
Yes
Please expand on your answer:

It is imperative that marriage is not entered into casually or without understanding the gravity of the commitment as this goes to the feeling of unity that
it is supposed to represent.

Consultation Question 36:
Other
Please expand on your answer:

Yes but the guidance shod not be overly prescriptive and should only relate to baseline legal requirements as opposed to any ceremonial aspects arising
from specific religions or belief systems

Consultation Question 37:
Yes
Please expand on your answer:

yes if they were nominated by an organisation. The proposals potentially allow for individual applicants too. These may have to oay an extra fee to be
subject to external monitoring.

Consultation Question 38:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
otherwise the authorisation process is rendered meaningless.
Consultation Question 39:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
as above

Consultation Question 40:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
yes subject to monitoring

Consultation Question 41:



Yes
Please expand on your answer:

This the same for multiple other professional bodies or bodies of authority and seems like a reasonable requirement
Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

this should represent the bare minimum and be respectful of traditions religions and belief systens (ie it should be as flexible as possible)
Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

see previous responses on this point and the decisions and opinions of the couple to be married being paramount

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

treat everyone the same in terms of a bseline requirement for getting married in the eyes of the law.

If additional or modified requirements are required by religion / belief system this is a matter for the couple and their organisation.
For example a marriage that meets the legal requirements may not necessarily meet the Jewish requirements.

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

How the couple chooses to conduct their ceremony should be a matter for the couple.

What is required for a ceremony to be recognised by a religion or belief organisation should be a matter for ther eligion or belief organisation.
So for example a marriage that meets the legal requirements with some Jewish aspects would be a legal civil wedding but not necessarily a Jewish
wedding where it doesn't meet the Jewish requirements.

Please share your views below:

| can't see why it is necessary to give examples. The couple should be able to do what they want in a civil ceremony and the couple should accept that
their religion or belief organisation will not necessarily recognise the wedding if they "cherry pick" requirements.

It should be open to an officiant affiliated with a religion or belief organisation to refuse to conduct a ceremony that would not be recognised by their
religion or belief system.

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This doesn't seem like a legal matter provided the wedding is recognised as a civil as opposed to religious wedding.

If the law was changed to recognise all religious weddings as what they are provided they meet the requirements of the religion then this requirement is
unlikely to be required

Consultation Question 47:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Provided the couple and officiant have a plan for any instance where the ceremony is disrupted and accept this risk.
Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:
Yes
Please expand on your answer:

As a general rule | see no reason to limit couples' decision to get married wherever they choose subject to the points below re religions and belief
organisations

Please share your views below:

as above

Consultation Question 49:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As above

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

this seems unnecessary and could dilute the value of a special place for members of a religion or belief organisation.
Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

there will be a training and engagement framework to enable this. Leaving it to the couple could be confusing and result in formalities not being met
Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

safe yes but dignified is too subjective if non religious or belief based weddings are to be allowed.

Provided the venue meets the legal requirements and the officiant is happy to marry the couple there then it seems like it is a matter for the couple not
thr state to choose the venue .

Other

Please expand on your answer:

yes subject to the comment above re dignity which would not be state assessed in my opinion
Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

efficient and fair

Please share your views below:



GRO
Charge a fee to the venue

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:
Other

Please expand on your answer:
why the need for occupations
Consultation Question 55:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 56:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:
Yes
Please expand on your answer:

Yes although i am extremely uncomfortable with the requirement to treat same sex couples differently. | grudgingly accept rhis is inevitabld for some
types of religious ceremony but the opt in should only be required in relation to religious ceremonies in a religion where such opt ins are actually formally
required. Such opt ins should not be a pre-requisite for all religious ceremonies.

No

Please expand on your answer:

witnesses and registrarion should be required. If the couple wants their marriage to be recognised meeting these basic requirements seems reasonable.
Errors could be corrected by a declaration by both parties witnessed by the officiant or a substitute officiant.

Consultation Question 58:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes although i am extremely uncomfortable with the requirement to treat same sex couples differently. | grudgingly accept rhis is inevitabld for some
types of religious ceremony but the opt in should only be required in relation to religious ceremonies in a religion where such opt ins are actually formally
required. Such opt ins should not be a pre-requisite for all religious ceremonies.

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This goes to the intention of the couple. The presumption should be confirmed by a witnessed statement from the couple or rectification of the
certificate.

| do not believe cohabitation should be a requirement.
Yes
Please expand on your answer:

Recognising this would take autonomy away from the couple.



Consultation Question 60:
Other

Please expand on your answer:
| do not have views on this issue
Consultation Question 61:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

doctors note expressing terminal iliness should be sufficient evidence to forego notice period provided both people agree and have capacity.
Whilst this does remove some of the protection given by the notice system respecting the dying person's wishes seems more important.
Consultation Question 63:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

interview yes but obviously the 30 days notice is not going to work in all cases.

Consultation Question 64:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I have no views on this matter.

Consultation Question 65:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I have no views on this matter.

Consultation Question 66:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

| have no views on this matter.

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

yes but the couples should not be forced to marry remotely if they did not originally explicitly choose to do so. It should just be an option.
Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

the latter seems sufficient



Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

provided there is no jurisdiction ambiguity. The couple not the state should be liable for the costs of proving that no such ambiguity exists.
Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

provided there is no jurisdiction ambiguity. The couple not the state should be liable for the costs of proving that no such ambiguity exists.
Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Any vessel provided there is no jurisdiction ambiguity. The couple not the state should be liable for the costs of proving that no such ambiguity exists.
Consultation Question 71:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

To the extent that locations generally need to be so identified

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

same rules should apply as in the case of inland weddings

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Yes | believe that a couple who would like to get married on the water should have the right to do so. | would consider it myself.
Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Or just register online once that infrastructure has been developed.
Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:
Yes
Please expand on your answer:

But the state should meet some or all of the fee in excess of the cost of meeting at the town hall etc if the (1) individual is housebound and in receipt of
benefits due to low income or (2) the non-incarcerated member of the couple is in receipt of benefits due to low income

Consultation Question 76:



(1) the same fee as other cases in which the registration officer must travel to the person giving notice, set nationally on a cost-recovery basis; or
Please expand on your answer:

As above re income.

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

affordable marriages should be retained.

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Subject to previous points made re dignity

Consultation Question 79:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Fee to be met by venue as it will benefit from the approval
Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

provided thr option to have an affordable registry office wedding is retained
Consultation Question 81:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Should never be at cost of state.

Consultation Question 82:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

But the state should meet some or all of the fee in excess of the cost of meeting at the registry office if the (1) individual is housebound and in receipt of
benefits due to low income or (2) the non-incarcerated member of the couple is in receipt of benefits due to low income

Consultation Question 83:
(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or
Please expand on your answer:

But the state should meet some or all of the fee in excess of the cost of meeting at the registry office if the (1) individual is housebound and in receipt of
benefits due to low income or (2) the non-incarcerated member of the couple is in receipt of benefits due to low income

Consultation Question 84:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals



Consultation Question 85:
Please share your views below:

current law demonstrates inequality:

Religions aren't treated equally

Religious people have more entitlement than non religious people
Some people get to marry at a location they chose and others don't

The only reason a religious wedding should not be binding is if there is a direct conflict between the legal marriage requirement and the religious
wedding. If both sets of requirements can be met then it should be seen as a religious wedding.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

1. Currently good

2. Currently good form a legal perspective but appalling examples of excessive venue charges in some instances. | do not see this as a State matter
3. Can't comment

4.You can't?

5.1am annoyed | have had to split my ceremony and legal wedding and know many other couples who feel the same.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

1. I dont think there is a change
2. Extremely significant
3. | believe this would no longer be necessary in all cases other than overseas weddings

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

1. I think this law is outdated and should be abolished. Not so much due to costs but more to do with autonomy. Couples should choose their location.
2. We had a good experience in this regard in London.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Is good however | would welcome a removal of the current trend for venues to charge exorbitant costs for an event just because it happens to be a
wedding.

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Would allow for streamlining and more meaningful practices so effort could be focused on checking consent / shams as opposed to the daft practice of
giving notice to shut buildings

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

As above
Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

| don't feel strongly about overseas weddings needing to be formalised in thr UK

| can see it being difficult and expensive to recognise overseas weddings as having legal status and given the ease and cheapness of registry office
weddings | csnt see this as a priority.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



As above
Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

| would support marriagr on UK registered vessels of any kind (provided the minimal legal requirements were met)

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

A good source of income and a new maritime industry!
Consultation Question 91:
Please share your views below:

The cost of giving wider choice should sit with the individual - but i consider the widening and increase in competition would bring the exorbitant venue
costs down which would even this out
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:
Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:
Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:
Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 2:
Please share your views below:
Consultation Question 3:
Please share your views below:

Government guidance to Local Registration Services was confused and late to arrive without enough scope for preparation.



Govt. refusal to relax the location rules made it more problematic to bring ceremonies back online.

Licensing of a whole property including outside spaces rather than individual rooms would make the process easier to manage.
Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:
Yes
Please expand on your answer:

Couples should have freedom to choose which district to give notice in.
Currently couples with immigration implications already have choice over which register office to go to. This would rectify this unfairness.

Consultation Question 5:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The safeguarding of individuals which face to face interviews provide is paramount.

Registrars are able to assess the risk of domestic abuse, sham marriage, forced marriage, identity fraud etc and make referrals to the appropriate

authorities.
Reducing face to face scrutiny will damage this safety net.

Consultation Question 6:
another period of time.
Please expand on your answer:

To allow for immigration checks and other investigations to take place before the ceremony, and to allow for staff planning etc, a minimum of 28 days
should be maintained

Consultation Question 7:
Please share your views below:

No. This is a dangerous idea and would mean some at risk individuals would not get the chance to be helped, while others would be upset by the
implication of being called to a face to face interview while others aren't

Consultation Question 8:
Please share your views below:
No opinion

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Sensible suggestion.
Evidence should be provided to apply for exemption to display.

Consultation Question 10:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 11:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
To prevent fraud

Consultation Question 12:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Provided the substitute is licensed

Please share your views below:

no

Consultation Question 13:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

no opinion

Consultation Question 14:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

no opinion

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

no opinion

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

yes for safeguarding, as in a register office
Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

yes for safeguarding

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.
Please expand on your answer:
safeguarding would be better served by civil preliminaries.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The religious or other belief part of the ceremony can be distinct from the legal requirement.
Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



The schedule system removes the need for a second officer
Consultation Question 22:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

no opinion

Consultation Question 23:

No

Please expand on your answer:

all celebrants should be licensed to ensure compliance and good practice.
Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

too vague

Please share your views below:

Cults
Businesses

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

too vague

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

yes. organisations promoting unlawful behaviour should have no place in publicly recognised legal unions
Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

no.

Named individuals only to ensure standards are adhered to.
Consultation Question 28:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This should be via licensing from the local registration service.
The local registrar could then assess local registrars and promote best practice.

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:
Handled by local register offices
Consultation Question 30:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:
With policing by local register offices
Consultation Question 31:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 32:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 33:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 34:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 35:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 36:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 37:
No

Please expand on your answer:

Organisations will not police themselves.
An independent person (local registrar) should act as investigator with the local Proper Officer as arbiter.

Consultation Question 38:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 39:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
through local registrars
Consultation Question 40:
No

Please expand on your answer:
A time limit would enable call back and improve standards

Consultation Question 41:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Impediment may occur between preliminaries and the ceremony, so this should be addressed in the content of the ceremony.
Legally recognised wording (either written as part of the schedule or in the ceremony) to confirm the consent. Allowing couples to change this would
cause doubt as to the validity of the ceremony.

Agree with the other parts

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A legally recognised and prescribed element would ensure all present understand the lawful status of the union.
Consultation Question 44:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

no opinion

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Content of the ceremony around the legally recognised elements should be entirely at the couple's discretion.
Please share your views below:

no.

Consultation Question 46:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

no opinion

Consultation Question 47:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

A couple should have the right to privacy
Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:
No
Please expand on your answer:

Licensing of venues ensures health and safety measures are in place and should continue.



Please share your views below:

A flexible licensing system would be preferable, with discretion of the local SR to allow licenses for individual ceremonies or for longer periods of time.
Outdoor ceremonies should be allowed, where there is contingency for bad weather in place.

Consultation Question 49:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

No

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Independent celebrants would be likely to allow a wedding to take place in pursuit of profit, even when the location may be potentially dangerous.
Some oversight should be in place from the local registration service.
Consultation Question 52:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The local registration service should oversee this

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The local registration service should oversee this

Please share your views below:

The local registration service should oversee this using the existing licensing expertise and experience.
There should be flexibility on duration of said license.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 55:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
No

Please expand on your answer:

absence of witnesses brings safeguarding issues.
Failure to sign the schedule and register it, should have consequences to ensure compliance.

Consultation Question 58:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 59:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 60:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 61:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:
Please share your views below:
no, this process works well, although the statutory fee is derisory and below cost recovery levels by some margin.
Consultation Question 63:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 64:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 65:
No

Please expand on your answer:



There is a temptation by these couples to delay the wedding for various reasons (family attending etc.) This often results in the terminal party dying
before the ceremony can go ahead.

It would be preferable to impose a time restriction on these schedules to avoid this issue.
Consultation Question 66:
Other

Please expand on your answer:
no opinion

Consultation Question 67:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
good learnings from recent events.
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 68:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
boats and other suitable vehicles should be able to be licensed.
Consultation Question 69:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 70:
Please share your views below:
no opinon

Consultation Question 71:
No

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 72:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:



no
Consultation Question 74:
No

Please expand on your answer:

A fixed time period should be imposed on all couples. Keep it simple.
Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(1) the same fee as other cases in which the registration officer must travel to the person giving notice, set nationally on a cost-recovery basis; or
Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is for the benefit of the individuals concerned, particularly where it involves a terminal patient. Often it is arranged in order to avoid tax liability.
Therefore, it would be right for the couple to pay a fair cost recovery price to gain those benefits.

Consultation Question 77:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A more free market would provide ceremonies for all income levels.

register office ceremonies are currently charged below cost recovery.

Marriage is for the benefit of the individuals concerned. Often it is arranged in order to avoid tax liability. Therefore, it would be right for the couple to pay
a fair cost recovery price to gain those benefits.

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This should be set by the local authority on a fair basis in line with market forces.
Consultation Question 81:

No

Please expand on your answer:

local authorities should be able to compete fairly with the market and set fees accordingly as per their own priorities. This should include income
generation pressures.

Consultation Question 82:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

The fee should be set at cost recovery. Not below.
Consultation Question 84:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Local authority should control this process and the fees involved
Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

| have seen no evidence that either statement is true.
Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

The fees under the current scheme are generally proportionate to the cost of delivery, except where terminal, housebound or detained are concerned.

Couples should have more choice of venue and be able to marry outside.
Venues should be able to license for a single ceremony or choose to license for longer.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

no opinion
Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

no opinion

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Pre-approval should be maintained to ensure compliance with regulations and safety.
Registrar availability is good under the current scheme.

Religious officiants should only operate on religious premises.

| do not believe the number of weddings will increase.

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

The current law allows for LAs to ensure local venues are safe and that those officiating civil ceremonies are compliant.
Some elements of the current law cause LAs to work at below cost recovery.

Allowing LAs to license officiants and locations (inside and out) would maintain compliance and allow for a freeing up of the market.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Allowing LAs to license officiants and locations (inside and out) would maintain compliance and allow for a freeing up of the market.
The scheme as proposed would push LAs into reducing availability of registrars and cut jobs.

Consultation Question 89:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

The current system stifles competition between LAs and prevents wedding tourism into the country.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Freedom to marry at a location of your choice is welcomed.
competition between local authorities to bring weddings into their area would happen as each wedding has a potential benefit to the local economy.

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

no opinion

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

no opinion
Consultation Question 91:
Please share your views below:

1. There is a risk that the proposals will remove an income stream from local authorities at a difficult time.
However there is possibility for casual ceremony registrars to move into the independent sector and work under license which could benefit the industry
and local authorities.

2. More venues could benefit from looser venue regulation

3. No opinion

4. independent officiants could improve their professionalism under a licensing scheme
5. couples would have more choice.



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YDJM-S

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-09-03 16:48:31

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?
Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:
Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes but had to have 2 different ceremonies,1 at register office and 1 handfasting as handfasting not legal
Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

The handfasting was what | wanted as that is my faith groups way of am trying, | chose to also have the legal ceremony as | wanted the protection given
to legal spouses

No

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 2:
Please share your views below:
Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:



Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It will allow people to marry in places that are meaningful to them without a major upheaval to life...if you only have a weekend free having to live
somewhere else for at least 8 days is impossible.

Getting rid of this role will allow people to get married at scref sites,by the sea,at places that mean something to them
Consultation Question 5:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Think an interview is a good idea but in this day and age,why can't this be by video chat or telephone

Consultation Question 6:

three days;

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

See above..agree with this definitely

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Yes, again in this day and age,people often work away from home etc due to Lack of job prospects ...for this reason and just generally, what does it matter
where the person is

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As long as if the officiant needs to change a new schedule is quick and easy to.obtain
Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Yes, often there are personality clashes changed of heart and circumstances,thee need to be taken into account.
Consultation Question 13:

No



Please expand on your answer:

Should be able to post banks anywhere,no matter where the wedding is

Consultation Question 14:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Unsure what the rule actually says but again, should be great deal.of flexibility in order to make marrying easier and less stressful
Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

No..See previous answers

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Can meet remotely,see above, some documentation should be needed but kept to a minimum...don't complicate for sake of it
Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Think making separate declarations is good but don't need to attend....video,telephone,email...

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

NO- not every one follows the Anglican religion... ie..| am.pagan....we are a multi cultural society and should reflect this

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Make any officiant able to do so,humanist,pagan,whatever
Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 22:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not enough knowledge to make judgement
Consultation Question 23:

No



Please expand on your answer:

The choice of officiant should be the couplesO
Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Unsure

Please share your views below:

Not all religions/beliefs are recognised....if someone is for instance, a Jedi, then they should be able to be officiated by someone from.their
groups...anyone should be able to officiate as long as they follow the rules(which should be simple and clear)

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Many practitioners are solitary or in groups of less than 20.... Should be able to officiate anyway
Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Unclear.... morality is changes over time and dependent on culture...as long there is a danger to life, or hate crime etc,yes
Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Yes,but also see answers above....the decision as to which officiant should be the couple's
Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

A record of officiant? Yes..however pleas bear in mind that, for instance not all pagan priests/priestesses belong to The Pagan Federation and not all

Interfaith ministers belong to The One Spirit interfaith doundation/miniaters association- thwy ahould atill be able to officiate...
Consultation Question 29:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes..recognition of what enables them to be officiated should.not however be restrictive... if a person is a solitary pagan practitioner or has under taken a

celebrant course,been ordained by something like the Universal Life Church, then they should be able to officiate
Consultation Question 30:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

For members of organisations,yes...

Consultation Question 31:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes but again see previous..do.not make what is the criteria for beingbtrgarded as 'proper restrictive. .Many officiant are solitary practioners and their

cintinuungvevelopment is there own spiritual practice...Make 1 and 2 but not 3 part of the rules

Consultation Question 32:



No
Please expand on your answer:

Many officiant are independent.. and anglian priests are paid for their services they even get salary.. .having a business of being a celebrant is legitimate
and can show commitment and authenticity

Consultation Question 33:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes,but what defines a conflict of interest? le, if my sister is a pagan priestess | may want her to officiate
Consultation Question 34:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Think they should be able to be part of both...Not all couples share beliefs..come may want s mix if say humanist and Anglican, or a athiest and pagan...
the officiate should be able to straddle religious and non religious

Consultation Question 35:
No
Please expand on your answer:

But what does this mean? Marriages should be fun and happy...they should reflect the couple. And the officiate should be free to help them express
whatever hey fish,as ling as no harm.is caused to others

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Guidance....Not rules

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If they belong to an organisation..See previous answers re solitary practitioners
Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But only if they fail to follow the legal requirements...sndvthese should be a lot more relaxed than.now
Consultation Question 39:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

In theory...but the GRO and it's staff should have extensive guidance about different paths,ways if functions etc do they go not penalise officiated who do
not fit in a standard box

Consultation Question 40:
Other

Please expand on your answer:



As in the GRO can take as long as it likes to augjorise-no

As in no limit on how long an.ifficuate can be authorised for-yes
Consultation Question 41:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes,dependent on what the CPD is and that it takes into account different paths
Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes! Should be the choice if the couple and officiate only

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes!

Consultation Question 45:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Should be able to have a mix...why should civil or religious ceremonies be divided....just make it a marriage
Please share your views below:

See above answer + anything the couple want in order to reflect their beliefs
Consultation Question 46:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Only if ripples change so no impediment to marriage...ie j7sr bake it a marriage ceremony..no fivisionmiver religious ,civil, whatever
Consultation Question 47:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

A marriage can be private..if the couple want that then allow it
Chapter 7: Location
Consultation Question 48:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Yes...if | want to be married in s tree house,at a sacred site,in my garden.. wherever. | should be allowed to
Please share your views below:

No...See previous answer

Consultation Question 49:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes...but again donrvdivide marriage unto civil or religious

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

No

Please expand on your answer:

People should be able to have a completely individual wedding,at any venue they like

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Such a decision should be for the couple and/or the officiate and/or the owner/caretaker of the venue to nake
Consultation Question 52:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Weddings don't need to be dignified! They should be free to laugh,act ridiculous etc..

The owner/caretaker if venue should be responsible..although if officiate feels it's unsafe they should became to stop ceremony
Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Guidance re safety yes...

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

People should be able to get married anywhere so no aoorical should be needed

Please share your views below:

See above
Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 55:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 56:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 58:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 59:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Many people work away for long periods( sokdiers/oil rig workers.....
No

Please expand on your answer:
‘Common law' marriages are still valid..
Consultation Question 60:
No

Please expand on your answer:
Make it shorter

Consultation Question 61:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

No....all these people should be able to get married
Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Don't waste time on red tape. They don't have it

Consultation Question 64:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

That can be issued to all officiants

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

A used in can be terminal and deny odds to survive longer than docs expect
Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Bearing in.mind what we are dealing with,on reflection,yes
Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes. My husband has a high risk if death due to his genetic conditions but so far has defied death and survived longer than docs predicted...he should not
be penalised for this

Consultation Question 68:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 69:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 70:
Please share your views below:
Yes,any kind..

Consultation Question 71:
Other

Please expand on your answer:
Agree with giving this info...but not sure whether officiate ndme should dIxi be available
Consultation Question 72:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Skippers/officers should be able to act as officiant by way of their position



Yes

Please expand on your answer:
See previous answers

No

Please expand on your answer:
See previous answers
Consultation Question 73:
Please share your views below:
Unknown.but as people and world more connected | would imagine so
Consultation Question 74:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:
No

Please expand on your answer:
The fees shpuld be negotiated on a case by case basis betwern the couple and the officiate
Consultation Question 76:
Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:
2

Consultation Question 77:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 78:
Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 79:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 80:
Other

Please expand on your answer:
Maybe

Consultation Question 81:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 82:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 83:
Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:
Ideally 2,if not then 1
Consultation Question 84:
No

Please expand on your answer:

But this should be low so as not to restrict officiate from working classes
Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:
Please share your views below:

Believe current laws do prohibit...because of standard wording, inability to truly personalise ceremony, inability to have wedding in indoor or outdoor
venue of choice and inability to have a wide variety of f officiated available.

If the proposals make weddings more personal, have more freedom as to who does them,where,what is said and how much they cost. Yes
Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

| got married in a brief legal civil ceremony and had a pagan handfasting.. the necessity to have both as not able combine,the extra costs,the stress of he
organising..was extremely stressful and did tempt me to call the whole thing off

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

See above
Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Know rgat registry off8ces ate booked for years...the cost of ceremonies varies and the fees charfed for different day can make thubgs difficult for
couple's

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Believe it will increase businness,and the economy as well as help tourism
Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

See oreviois answers
Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:
Please share your views below:

A wedding should be personal to the couple. To that fnd itcshould vmbe able to ve performed anywhete,inside ir out,and officiated bhccindone hhe
couple trust...be that an zngkican miniatwr,pagan.priestess who heads z group or who is solitary, family member or not and should be able to.mix
religious and civil elements

Someone like myself, an independent celebrant, s solitary pagan priestess,an ordained interfaith minister should be able to offer services as a business,
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:
Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:
Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:
Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 2:
Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:



Please share your views below:
Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 6:
seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 7:
Please share your views below:
Yes. Legal and abiding by the law is essential. | would not like to see anyone being forced into a marriage.
Consultation Question 8:
Please share your views below:
Yes.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 10:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 11:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Only if the the officiant is unable to attend as arranged.
Consultation Question 12:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Please share your views below:
Not really.

Consultation Question 13:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:

All faiths should be recognised.



Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

With the technology we have these days banns could be on line as well as in the church.
Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.
Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:
No

Please expand on your answer:
We would be quite capable of seeing to this ourselves.
Consultation Question 20:
No

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 21:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 22:
No

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 23:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 24:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Please share your views below:

Associations that have proof of a persons training and are adhering to their rules and guidelines. Those who offer public liability and public indemnity
insurance like the Association of Independent Celebrants.

The Interfaith One Spirit Organisation that is recognised for its extensive training and support structure.



Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There is no need for them to gather together for worship. They can have a sincere belief in marriage without having to meet regularly for worship.
Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Lawful and moral codes should be followed at all times.
Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Not necessary.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As previously stated. Recognised training and good support group is necessary. There are already rules and guidelines for those who are members of an
association to follow and we must be 'fit and proper' at all times.

Consultation Question 31:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

| agree with 1 & 2. 3 would depend on what is to be determined by the Registrar General.
Consultation Question 32:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

A nominal amount of profit is fine if the officiant is intending to officiate at weddings for their main income, but the sacredness of the marriage should
come first.

Consultation Question 33:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Fees should express the amount of work involved, the travelling and other expenses.
Consultation Question 34:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Absolutely.

Consultation Question 36:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 37:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
They know their members.
Consultation Question 38:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
They should not be officiates if they fail to comply.
Consultation Question 39:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 40:
Other

Please expand on your answer:
The officiant needs to demonstrate that they are able to comply and should they not, then a limit should be introduced. They can always reapply.
Consultation Question 41:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 43:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 44:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 45:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Readings or poetry that the couple wish to have included that may contain their spiritual belief.
Consultation Question 46:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Within reason...safety should be viewed.

outdoors,, on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in private homes.
Please share your views below:

Once safety has been established then outdoors or in private homes or on a boat is fine.
Consultation Question 49:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

No

Yes

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This should be discussed between officiant and the couple.
Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

All help and assistance should be welcomed.

Consultation Question 53:

Other



Please expand on your answer:
Limitations should not be enforced...but could be used as a guideline.
Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

1 and 2 yes. 3 | don't think is necessary.
Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Other

Please expand on your answer:
1 and 2 yes. 3 | would suggest that the marriage has to be registered.
Consultation Question 58:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 59:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 60:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 61:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding



Consultation Question 62:
Please share your views below:
No problem.

Consultation Question 63:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 64:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 65:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 66:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 67:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 68:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 69:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 70:
Please share your views below:
Private boats.

Consultation Question 71:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 72:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 73:
Please share your views below:
Consultation Question 74:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The fee should be agreed between officiant and the couple.
Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level.
Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The fee should reflect the officiants costs and what the couple are asking for. Some require more, some require less.
Consultation Question 79:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or
Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:
Please share your views below:

| believe more couples would have legal weddings if they had more choice in the venue, the content and taking into account their own spirituality. There
are those that are of mixed spirituality and want a blended ceremony. There are those that want to dance and sing, play drums, and this can't be in a
registrars office.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Some of the approved venues...mainly hotels are very expensive. Lots of added extras pump up the cost. There are those couples that want something
different, and not so expensive so in their garden is fine. As long as the legal requirements are observed, the wording is clear, the documents are signed
then the cost and venue should be another main factor. The cost of bringing out a registrar to an approved location is often very expensive.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

A pre-approved location or a place of worship should not be the only venues on offer.
Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

| have attended a wedding where the couple had to pay £500 for two registrars to attend. One to say the legal words...and one to write it down!!

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Any improvement on what we have at the moment will be beneficial to marrying couples.
Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

| was ordained as an Interfaith Minister in 2011 and those who were ordained alongside me who live and officiate at weddings in Scotland are also
allowed to be registrar. | live in England and am not. England and Wales need to come in line with Scotland.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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Name:
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Enter the name of your organisation:
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:
No

Please expand on your answer:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
financial

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 2:
Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:



Please share your views below:
We are a venue for wedding celebrations. We have found that many couples who have postponed to 2021 cannot now find space with the Registrar,

Couples also come to us because they have completed the legal requirements and want more freedom to structure the kind of ceremony and celebration
that suits their style and budget. Freedom of choice is really important and no restrictions on suppliers they must use.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 6:
another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:
flexibility is very helpful here
Consultation Question 7:
Please share your views below:
| dont think couples mind having the in person interview and it does make the occasion more solemn?
Consultation Question 8:
Please share your views below:
yes

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:
the requirement for access to the ceremony for anyone who is interested might be avoided if this is part of the plan
Consultation Question 10:
Other

Please expand on your answer:
couples tend to book 18 months ahead and some as much as 24 months ahead and so greater flexibility might be sensible
Consultation Question 11:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 12:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Please share your views below:

I think it is excellent that an officiant not a venue is the license holder. This will open up many more places in which to marry and bring down the cost to
those couples who wait perhaps for years without marrying because it is too expensive.



This new law will encourage couples to be creative in the choice of their venue if they wish and make their wedding very much their own.
We will no longer hear from the 'millenials' the cry of 'oh no not another barn wedding with catering by x who caters most barn weddings in this area...'
Competition will be very good and couples will find a way, rather than having to borrow or be funded by parents.

Consultation Question 13:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No view one way or the other

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

I think your idea to publish on line is a good one. | think couples will like that.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes, | think the serious nature of the wedding should not be lost in the new freedom that these changes will bring. Couples will like there to be
safeguards.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes both should declare this either together or separately as suits them
Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:
some couples really love the idea of a church wedding that is their 'real' wedding but i think there will be less and less of these as time goes on?

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It is definitely overkill that two registrars attend and the cost can be as much as £1000 in some counties. Oxfordshire is £500

Consultation Question 22:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:
They have gravitas
Consultation Question 23:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 24:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Please share your views below:
I dont know

Consultation Question 25:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 26:
Please share your views below:

yes | agree some organisations should be excluded - or rather a handful of organisation should be included. It should not be felt that 'anyone can marry
you'. It has to be a proper approved person.

Consultation Question 27:
Please share your views below:
I would think nominating named individuals would be best
Consultation Question 28:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 29:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 30:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 31:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 32:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:
the market will take care of any overcharges
Consultation Question 34:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 35:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 36:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:

| also think that the wording of the church service is wonderful and at present it is only able to be used in church. It should be allowed to be used widely if
couples so wish. | cannot imagine why the church would not think this was OK

Consultation Question 37:
No

Please expand on your answer:
also another route for complaints?
Consultation Question 38:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 39:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 40:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 41:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 43:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

yes the language of a church wedding ceremony is lovely and may be chosen by couples if that is what they would like
Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

some couples where one is divorced like to have a religious service following a registrar signing and this should be allowed
Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I think it is not an issue for the venue or should not be and is another level of protection for 'marriage’
Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:
Yes
Please expand on your answer:

| do think that if a couple want to marry in Tesco that should be allowed as long as they are serious about their vows, the location is personal and if they
can organise it, should be allowed. There should be safety considerations built in somewhere if guests are invited to the ceremony

Please share your views below:
Safety considerations should limit more outlandish venues ....
Consultation Question 49:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:
this will increase choice for couples
Consultation Question 50:

No

No

No

Please expand on your answer:

much will depend on the views of the church to the use of their properties, but if they are willing and want to expand their congregation, then that should
be fine

Consultation Question 51:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:



that is a great idea. If the officiant is regulated, they will understand they have a responsibility to the safety of couple and guests?
Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

this would be very helpful for directories that want to list venues known to be able to host weddings
Please share your views below:

existing approved venues can continue, others can apply to be approved and pay for a one off registration. Perhaps officiants can de list venues that are
unsafe but | expect the market will take care of badly run venues

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 55:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 56:
No

Please expand on your answer:

not as romantic!
Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 58:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 59:
No

Please expand on your answer:

| think the couple must live together in order for the marriage to be recognised and not used as a convenience?



No

Please expand on your answer:

You need to get married in order to be married, not just slide into it.
Consultation Question 60:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

| do not know what this is

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:
Please share your views below:
anything that can be done to ease this provision would be welcome as long as no one is under duress
Consultation Question 63:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 64:
Other

Please expand on your answer:
I am not sure

Consultation Question 65:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 66:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 67:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
as long as this is not subject to duress
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 68:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 69:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 70:
Please share your views below:
I have no view

Consultation Question 71:
No

Please expand on your answer:
the officiant needs to say if the venue is safe
Consultation Question 72:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 73:
Please share your views below:

| think the demand would be very limited because of guests and family and friends attending. This type of wedding would be very small, perhaps 4
people...

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

hard to know when they might reach land

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(1) the same fee as other cases in which the registration officer must travel to the person giving notice, set nationally on a cost-recovery basis; or
Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If couples do not want this then they would now have other options
Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

again the market will take care of any excessive charges, | think charges need to be published and available so couples can compare costs
Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or
Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

| believe this law will encourage couples to marry and increase the number of couples who are legally married.
Weddings are expensive and anything which makes them more affordable is to be welcomed.

We often hear from our couples that they are saving to buy a home and to spend £20,000 - £30,000 on a wedding is a huge item. Even if their parents are
paying, this is substantial.

We witness a huge demand for 'do it yourself' weddings, cost cutting, not having to use certain suppliers exclusively and so on.

The social media needs to reflect many more home made weddings, rather than exclusive high cost destination weddings that are a dream and a fantasy
for most couples.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Couples accept that they need an official marriage licence and the cheapest way is to book a brief attendance with the Registrar. They can then create
their own celebration wherever the want, but with some couples the feeling persists that this is not their 'real wedding'.

To have a registrar at their 'real wedding' means a cost of using a registered venue, which is often out of reach in terms of cost per head per guest and



averages £15000 plus.

Most couples who come to us to celebrate have 100 - 120 guests. After Covid we expect weddings to be smaller but most couples have perhaps 50 family
and 50 friends and find it very hard to reduce this. This might happen naturally post covid and it would be good for weddings to be smaller. But couples
do want an after party if not a weekend celebration and that is their dream currently.

Going abroad to a destination is often viewed as way to reduce their guest numbers...

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

It is often thought that to marry 'in your back garden' is a cheap option. Having run both sorts of wedding, the back garden variety can be disappointingly
expensive....marquee hire, furniture hire, generator, lights, tables, flooring, music system,loos, refridgerator, cooking facilities and so on can rapidly run
into £10,000 plus.

So venues are often a cheaper option as they possess all these services included in the price.

These regulations will be a massive help to those on a tiny budget, as it will allow them to marry within the budget they have and not decide it cannot be
afforded. They can make it amazing by their own creativity in choosing where they are and that is what guests will remember and enjoy - not yet another
3 course meal with warm wine that is overpriced?

At my sons wedding we had a pizza van that fed everyone for £10 a head and we bought salad and wine from Aldi. He loves food but said that none of his
friends go to a wedding expecting great food, for that they go to a restaurant. They come for the music, the company, the occasion all of which can be
provided at no great cost if the couple is liberated from licensed venue with a pay bar or corkage. Of course those kind of weddings will still be popular,
but the change in law will really help those keen on DIY and happy to have fun in a hay field...or woodland..with a picnic.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

We were licensed for four years and now we are not. We have not seen any reduction in the popularity of our venue as a result of not offering an on site
registrar service. We are always fully booked.

What couples appreciate is the freedom to choose what suits their style and budget. But they do want to know that you are professional and a cost
attaches to that. They also like being able to choose more easily the time of day or night for their ceremony that is not driven by the availability of
registrars.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

These changes will be most welcome by our business (www.thecopsecountryhouse.com) which has been operating this model alongside registrar
weddings. As an operator we much prefer celebrant weddings as do couples and guests. They find them more full of joy and the option to choose their
own celebrant is paramount.

There needs to be some checks on couples marrying and couples welcome this as they want to feel this is a 'proper' occasion involving some ritual.
Progressively our couples are doing away with 'walk down the aisle' and they mingle with their guests as soon as they arrive. They are also doing away
with 'the first dance' and throwing the bouquet. Many do not use florists if they choose a beautiful venue.

They do love having accommodation on site and the wedding not just lasting one day. Particularly couples with relatives coming from abroad, they love to
stay on site and prepare for the day all together and this reduces the need for staff and keeps down costs for them. We definitely recognise a rise in the
'do it yourself' venue.

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I think local authorities have to wear too many hats. They have to regulate weddings but also encourage local business and this often does not sit well.
They have to approve premises and this means that many fabulous places are rejected because of the requirement to marry under a solid roof.

Large licensed venues benefit hugely from the current restriction on competition from a whole range of potential venues that would be a) less expensive
for couples b) less of an issue for local authorities.

Noise restrictions and number of guests in such venues will have to be regulated and monitored, but the venues will welcome this in order to keep both
neighbours and couples happy and safe. But a ceremony on a hilltop or lakeside could be ideal. In our experience only one Saturday each summer
season is a total washout and those couples who had rain on their day ended by loving it and having huge fun. Of course if they choose outdoors out of
season they will be less lucky with out a wet weather plan. But this will benefit marquee companies and stretch tent vendors.



I thoroughly support these changes as being long overdue, very sensible, positive, money saving but at the same time providing new and exciting
opportunities for creative businesses - who deserve to thrive.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Local authorities struggle to communicate across departments in our experience. Having approved venues is a nightmare for them.

They are required to monitor everything to do with weddings in case of local complaints - traffic, noise, light, deliveries - and yet they also need to provide
local services and support business that brings job to the locality (hairdressers, waitresses, photographers, caterers, florists...) and brings overseas
customers and tourists.

Often difficult to balance and stressful particularly when communication is lacking.

I would think that local authorities would be glad not to have to grant permission to venues to hold weddings - and can thus focus on the health and
safety issues at the venue, or business generation assistance that may require their intervention without it being a conflict of interest.

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

the current law makes it very inconvenient for residents travelling to marry elsewhere so their family and friends can more easily attend
progressivley families are spread far and wide and are not 'local’

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

| think this will be enormously helpful and will really open up the UK as a destination wedding country which it is not currently?
To have a holiday in London combined with a wedding might be ideal for many...
Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I think they could really promote this, particularly as | feel small weddings are going to be increasingly popular going forward

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

| dont know but easing regulation must help. Plus couples will love the idea if they love the ocean...
Consultation Question 91:
Please share your views below:

Local authorities will lose income but reduce costs and probably see a net benefit

Businesses will grasp the opportunity and love the change

Religious organisation can offer their lovely buildings and bring back income that might be much needed
Independent officiants will flourish if they are good

couples will have miles more choice and guests will have the great relief in weddings 'season’ of not going to endless copycat weddings indistinguishable
because so much is regulated. Couples are really creative and to have their perfect day is the best start to a married life.
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Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Yes! There would be some amazing heathen / biking weddings at sea!
Consultation Question 69:
No

Please expand on your answer:
No. If you want to be married under UK law you must be in the uk!
Consultation Question 70:
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No! As above!
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Other
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Other

Please expand on your answer:
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Consultation Question 75:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Set fee scale to stop profiteering
Consultation Question 76:
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Please expand on your answer:
Up to celebrants if they want to reduce fees
Consultation Question 77:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 78:
Yes
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Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals
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Whole pagan faith lacks ‘legitimacy by handfastings not being recognised by uk law
Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Registrars fees are fine. Venues are the bulk of the cost!

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Not massively relevant to pagans, most would want to be married on accessible land, ie beaches, woodland etc.
Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YDWU-E

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-09-03 19:36:33

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

The Pagan Federation || I Branch

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?
Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:
Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:
No
Please expand on your answer:

I am not currently in a marriage not recognised by law. If | was to marry it would be outside and by handfasting as | am Pagan, and as such it would
unfortunately not be recognised by law.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This would impact every single area as I'd want to be recognised as married - not just in a civil partnership. This is very important to me.
Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:



The inability to have a wedding outside and under the sky and for my marriage to be complete by handfasting is major. | wish to be married outside,
under the sky as per my beliefs as a Pagan.
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Yes
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Yes
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Consultation Question 26:
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Please expand on your answer:
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Please expand on your answer:
This would become very political and could cause for unfair discrimination and power struggles.
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Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony
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Yes
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Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:
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No
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No
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Consultation Question 51:
No

Please expand on your answer:

All venues should be acceptable no matter where they are as long as the officiant can carry out his/her duties. The officiant can choose if THEY wish to
conduct in particular places but they cannot decide a venue is not acceptable.

Consultation Question 52:
No
Please expand on your answer:

| agree that it needs to be safe, but not that it needs to be dignified. If people wish to get married standing in a pool in a bikini that should be fine. It is up
to the individuals. In my case, | would choose to be married via handfasting standing in the ocean.
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Yes

Please expand on your answer:
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Please expand on your answer:
Consultation Question 56:
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Consultation Question 60:
Yes

Please expand on your answer:
Abused women (and men) may not be able to seek support until after 3 years.
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Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :



Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of 