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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

My marriage is recognised by law. The question (& choice of responses) is confusing.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

I nearly missed the date to register the marriage. First I didn't know it was a thing to be done, then it was different between Scotland and England. Just
made it!

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:



The prohibition of marriages was a big disappointment. I understand the banning of large gatherings, but preventing marriages from taking place at all
was a mistake as it prevented people from being together as God intended.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

We need to be certain that the marriage is not a sham.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

There has to be certainty that the marriage is not a sham. There has to be opportunity to challenge the legality of the marriage between giving notice and
the date. These questions imply that it could be as short as 3 days (give notice online without being the district, then only 3 days from an inperson
interview to the wedding). The notice period to marriage should be at least 4 weeks.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

No. Interviews should be in person. It's too easy to hide behind video conferences and online personas.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Yes, it should be possible. But the notice period should be at least 4 weeks.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It's where people are! We no longer walk past the notice board of registrar offices these days.

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But the schedule should be amended. We don;t want last minute changes to be hiding something.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

They should be published online for all to see.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes. Clergy should have the right to confirm that the proposed marriage is legitimate.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes. But perhaps this can be done with one visit to the registry office?

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Many places of worship do not have their own registration officer and this would restrict their ability to practice.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Subject to suitable training and scrutiny.

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Subject to suitable training and scrutiny.



Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Such a proposal would permit the Government to prevent religious organisations from conducting wedding ceremonies if the Government decides it no
longer likes what it teaches. This is tantamount to persecution.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Officiants should be by name. They need to be trained and understand the responsibilities that fall on them. being an office-holder does not guarantee
this by default. There is a view that says only certain offices can be an officiant. But they still need to be trained and so should be named.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It should be a regulated list. Independents are not subject to the same level of scrutiny

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Marriages are for the good of society and are not to be turned into money-making opportunities. It would demean the occasion.

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See previous response about independents. And wedding ceremonies are not a money-making opportunity.

Consultation Question 34:

No



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But the terms dignity and solemnity do need to be defined.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

No

Please expand on your answer:

All appointments should be subject to review.

Consultation Question 41:

No

Please expand on your answer:

CPD needs to be defined. But I would more expect that they should be maintained their competence through doing it!

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is too open-ended. A marriage is a solemn occasion, and solemn occasions require a formal set of words. The current prescribed words suit this
purpose and should be retained. The use of, '...or otherwise' completely undermines this. Have we resorted to the Ts&Cs on websites that no-one reads
but everyone ticks?

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The current set of prescribed words should be retained. This is a solemn and formal act and must not be allowed to be downgraded through personal
choice of any and every form of ceremony.

Consultation Question 44:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes it should be permitted, but not enforced. The couple have chosen a civil ceremony after all!

Please share your views below:

A recognition that marriages (& the commitments made at the wedding) are made before God.

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Would repealing it prevent couples from having a religious service? I don't think this should be permitted.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriages are a community matter, not a private one. Closing doors removes this symbolism.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

We should maintain the dignity of the ceremony. Allowing anywhere opens the ceremony to ridicule and diminishes the seriousness of the commitment
being made.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Weddings are public matters and require to be open to public scrutiny and challenge. They should not be able to take place away from the public eye.

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Religious venues have deep significance to those who adhere to their faith. Permitting (or perhaps forcing?) non-religious ceremonies in places of worship
would be awful.

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There should be a central view of what locations are suitable which are not - it should not be a free-for-all.



Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Safe goes without question, but are they qualified to make these decisions?
Dignified is subjective. A central body making these decisions would ensure consistency.

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

A central body. Places of worship should be automatically included. Non-religious venues should be suitable for the solemn occasion that a marriage is.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The parents should be identified as mother or father, for that is what they biologically are.

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The marriage must be witnessed and attested to. The document is important.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Vows have been made and exchanged. The marriage is solemnised whether they live together afterwards or not.



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The couple should make their vows to each other, before the community and (if a religious ceremony) before God. Just living together does not meet this.

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consent needs to be given orally, witnessed and signed. Why wait three years? This is why the form of words, choice of location and openness of
ceremony is important.

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

key phrase is deliberately or recklessly. Marriages are solemn and should not be entered into lightly, or encouraged through deliberate deceit or
recklessness.

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Make sure it's not a scam to get someone's money!

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:



No

Please expand on your answer:

It will be hard to conduct a ceremony with dignity and solemnity with the tossing of the waves.

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Subject to other requirements about the seriousness of the vows being made

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It discriminates.

Consultation Question 76:

(1) the same fee as other cases in which the registration officer must travel to the person giving notice, set nationally on a cost-recovery basis; or

Please expand on your answer:

A separate fee discriminates.

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

No

Please expand on your answer:

But as per previous responses, locations should be solemn locations.

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YF9U-J

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-29 21:00:15

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

I don't belong to an organisation

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I am married in accordance with the law

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:



Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I can't see the problem with requiring the couple to marry in the area they reside in but I don't feel strongly about this.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

This seems reasonable but not something I feel strongly about

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Even where there may be no concern about the possibility of a sham or forced marriage I think the interview should always be in person. Remote
interviews could be done without it being evident that the couple are fully consenting to the marriage. Face to face interviews are preferable and if this
would be difficult for the couple to attend, then they should find somewhere to get married which is closer to where they reside.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

I cannot see a problem with this being allowed to continue

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I don't know what schedule is being referred to here

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

These requirements seem to be reasonable

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

This would be a useful additional safeguard to reduce risk of forced or sham marriages

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not sure why the option isn't left for the registration officer to officiate at other weddings if the need arises

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This is probably OK but shouldn't they be required to have some limited training or evidence that ensures they are aware of the basic knowledge of the
law they need to understand?

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As for question 22 shouldn't evidence be required to ensure a basic level of knowledge of the law is required?

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Need to ensure that organisations are not set up as shams simply to go through the performance of a 'marriage' when they actually have no belief in the
long term commitment intended for a marriage.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Great care needs to be shown here since at face value this appears a very sensible requirement but over time public policies and even what is regarded
as moral can change and what is regarded as acceptable at one time can easily become against public policy and therefore unlawful in the future. There
needs to be protection for minorities who may hold different views to the majority. I think of an extreme such as China or North Korea where perfectly
right thinking minorities are persecuted by the government as their beliefs are considered against public policy and in some cases unlawful.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, provided they can provide evidence that they understand their responsibilities and the demands of their roles

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Guidance should be provided as to what is meant by a 'fit and proper' person

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I regard this requirement as an important aspect of the marriage ceremony and would like to see the words 'dignity' and 'solemnity' defined in this
context. Is there any significance in the omission of the word 'ceremony' in your statement above? Marriage should be a serious commitment which
couples do not enter lightly and a bit of dignity and solemnity is helpful at certain times.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The General Register Office should also have a responsibility, particularly if a complaint is received.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Where do I start with this?
There is no explanation of what the marriage is that is being consented to. It should be a commitment for life, yet there is no mention of this in your
proposals. It seems that it would be theoretically possible under these proposals for the couple to get 'married' without even being at the ceremony -
most declarations seem to be capable of doing outside of the ceremony. Marriage should be a serious commitment, probably the most important one
that individuals enter into during their lives; unfortunately not every one seems to understand this nowadays and it seems that these proposals are
endorsing the very low commitments that many couples believe in today. Surely we should treat marriage as something serious and ideally for life yet by
watering down the contents of the ceremony the proposals would undermine this. The law should be setting standards for us to seek to abide by, not to
come down to the level that people feel they can get away with. The current wedding ceremony allows a lot of flexibility in the way it is held and the
words that can be used with those that are specifically required being minimal; surely it should not be too much to retain some of these. Allowing couples
to personalise the whole ceremony denies what marriage should be and potentially removes it from its legal framework and what society understands it
to be. We must stop lowering standards - nowadays everything seems to about 'self' and not for the good of society as a whole. Continuing down this
path will simply lead to chaos eventually and I don't want to endorse or be a party to that,

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:



I can only reiterate my comments in response to the last question. It seems that the idea that the couple could choose whatever form of ceremony and
wording that they want comes, to my mind, from a completely incorrect view of marriage. It should be a public declaration in which both the state and
society have an interest as marriage is both defined in law and has implications for wider society as well. Marriage is not something solely about 'self' (ie
the couple involved) but it will impact society in general.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

All of my above comments apply to the stated religious groups although I would expect the points I have made would be reflected in the religious
ceremonies automatically.

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I can't think of any reason why this should not be allowed.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I don't understand this suggestion. Surely a couple can decide to have both a civil and a religious ceremony if they wish. Why would you wish to ban that?

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a public declaration between two people. As such the requirement for 'open doors' should be kept. To remove it endorses the idea that the
'marriage' is simply a private matter between two people whereas it has implications for the wider society and they should not be barred from the
ceremony,

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

In general I am sure there are a wide variety of venues that would be suitable for the wedding ceremony but I think that some guidance should be given
as to what is appropriate and what isn't. As I have commented before, I believe in the importance of marriage and this should be reflected in the venue
which would allow the ceremony to be both dignified and safe. Venues should not be permitted simply because the couple want it but because it is
appropriate.

Please share your views below:

The marriage ceremony should be accessible to the public, not an exclusively private affair. Consequently, 'in the air' and 'in private homes' would not, in
my opinion, meet this requirement and it might be difficult on lakes or rivers. It might also be difficult to meet the 'dignified and solemn' nature of the
ceremony. Surely the ceremony can be held in a more appropriate venue with other activities - reception etc - taking place where the couple choose as
these need not necessarily be private.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As I have stated above, I believe marriage should be a public statement between two people as its effect has implications for the wider society whether or
not it is civil ceremony. Consequently civil marriages should be available to the public

Consultation Question 50:



No

No

No

Please expand on your answer:

I don't think these should be prohibited although I do think that it would be unlikely that they would be chosen very often. Why prohibit them?

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

The words 'safe' and 'dignified' should be defined as different officiants will, inevitably have differing views on their meanings.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

The General Registration Office would seem to be the appropriate arbiter

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Marriage is a serious commitment and intended to last for life. It should not, therefore, be made too easy to enter. I think the current law is about right.
Many of the proposals water down the requirements for marriage and, whilst they might facilitate couples getting married and increase their numbers,
would undermine the purpose behind marriage and eventually render it almost meaningless.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Many churches rely on civil registrars as they do not have their own
authorised person. The ceremony that is meaningful to the couple should be recognised by law. This happens at the moment in churches that do not
have an authorised person,
by having a civil registrar to register the marriage.
This should continue or couples will likely end up having to have two ceremonies. Very inconvenient & expensive.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

"Contrary to public policy or morality” is very subjective an assessment. It would risk those with unpopular but entirely legal views being excluded from
nominating officiants.
The test should focus on objective criteria, excluding groups that support illegal activity.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Allowing independent officiants would open the
door to those who may not place much value
on marriage, instead of trained registrars or religious representatives who
are likely to have strong beliefs on marriage.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is founded on solemn promises made between two parties. Under these proposals it would be possible to have a legally recognised wedding in
which no words were said between the couple, let alone promises of any kind.
The commitment made in marriage must be taken very seriously, and without the prescribed words it is much easier to treat the ceremony casually.
The prescribed words are only a small part of the entire wedding ceremony.
The rules are already flexible about what happens in the rest
of the ceremony.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A requirement for officiants to ensure that the ceremony does not undermine the dignity and solemnity of marriage is too subjective. It will not prevent
couples finding an officiant to agree to even the most outlandish wishes.
It is far more important that a legal wedding ceremony reflects the seriousness of the
commitment the parties are making

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A wedding is a public affair, everyone needs to know that this couple have committed themselves to each other.

Chapter 7: Location



Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The consultation states that venues would need to be ‘dignified’ and ‘safe’, but lacks precision on what this means or how it will be tested. Venues must
not detract from the solemn occasion of the wedding.

in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

Should not be in places with out public access.

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Time does not change the situation

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YF4Y-H

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-29 21:05:39

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

n/a

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But this is very subjective and needs to be more clearly defined to reflect the seriousness of the marriage commitment.

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No. This undermines the value of marriage as an institution recognised by the public and the state. The current requirements should not be downgraded.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

1. Again this undermines the nature of marriage as having an important role in public society.

2. Opens the door to abuse e.g. forced marriages to take place more easily.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not every location reflects the nature, purpose and dignity of marriage. E.g. McDonalds.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered



Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The proposed standards for officiants are not strong enough to support the notion that officiants would be able to approve a location that is solemn and
dignified.

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Point 2, 'dignified' is open to great interpretation.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Cannot answer yes or no to previous question without seeing what this guidance would propose.

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YFGG-J

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-29 21:06:47

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Private Citizen

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Responses as a private citizen

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not applicable

No

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not applicable

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

No comments



Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Weddings postponed

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage should be planned for - at least some stability in preparation for such an important union is necessary

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Agree especially given the ongoing problems caused by Public Health challenges such as 'covid-19'.

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Seven days is a good time and provides an opportunity for reflection and preparation.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

In person interviews should always be required. The risk of abuse, especially among non -English speaking communties, needs to be protected against.
Face to face interviews by an experienced and qualified investigator are essential.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Agree - it should continue to be possible provided all legal checks are satisfied (this would for example be possible for Armed Services people).

This response is however qualified - there will need to be additional checks to ensure immigration controls are not circumvented (noting that from 1
January 2021 the United Kingdom is no longer in the European Union).

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Protection from possible crime is a priority

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It is also essential to protect the human rights such as freedom of conscience of the staff who officiate, for example some staff should be free to withdraw
from conducting a service if they, for reasons of conscience, cannot support a marriage of the type being undertaken such as same-gender unions.

Consultation Question 12:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It is also essential to protect the human rights such as freedom of conscience of the staff who officiate, for example some staff should be free to withdraw
from conducting a service if they, for reasons of conscience, cannot support a marriage of the type being undertaken such as same-gender unions.

Please share your views below:

See comments on human rights above - repeated here for completeness:

It is also essential to protect the human rights such as freedom of conscience of the staff who officiate, for example some staff should be free to withdraw
from conducting a service if they, for reasons of conscience, cannot support a marriage of the type being undertaken such as same-gender unions.

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The publication of banns in accordance with the rules of the denomination concerned should continue to be satisfied if they comply with the rules of the
denomination. This also applies if banns published in England are to be for a marriage to be celebrated in Sctland or either of the two Irish legal areas
(Northern Ireland or the Republic of Ireland).

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Greater flexibility is helpful in such difficult circumstances.

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

This is reasonable given that in modern days the use of the internet by many churches has become normal. Church notices regularly appear on-line.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes - stricter controls sare to be welcomed - this can emphasise to participants the importance of the commitment that a couple is making.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes - this is a useful control to ensure there is no abuse of marriage, for example by illegal immigrants etc.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

There is no need to change this.

The United Kingdom is not a country whose legal system follws the 'Code Civil' common in Europe.

Keeping the current legal status makes sense.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a solemn ceremony and these legal steps should be retained to remind participants of the importance of the step they are taking



Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Civil weddings provide a marriage route for non religious ceremonies.

The extra or alternative arrangements for those faith communities should be retained.

Consultation Question 21:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The risk of abuse and/or undue pressure on officiants is reduced if two (or more) are required to be in attendance at a wedding.

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Agree provided equivalent legal training is provided to clerks in Holy Orders.

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Agree provided effective legally enforced 'checks and balances' can be enforced.

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Recognition of secular marriage should reasonably be equivalent to a traditional 'religious marriage'.

Please share your views below:

A list should be provided to ensure compliance with the law and to illiminate confusion.

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Yes - the law must be uphelp. If an organisation seeks to break the law, it and its
officiants must be removed from the list of those persons authorised to conduct marriages.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Named officiants and their specific office should be required to reduce the risk of abuse/fraud/ undue influence etc.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

A Central Register can assist in law enforcement and in managing compliance with legal requirements.



Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

A Central Register can assist in law enforcement and in managing compliance with legal requirements.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

A Central Register can assist in law enforcement and in managing compliance with legal requirements. In addition the full vetting of people as 'fit and
proper' persons is essential.

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes - A Central Register can assist in law enforcement and in managing compliance with legal requirements. It is essential that an objective test of
suitability is required and tests enforced.

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is not a business, it is a commitment

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Fees are required - it may help if a level of maximum fees be established.

Consultation Question 34:

No

Please expand on your answer:

DEpending on the nature of the marriage ceremony, an officiant may, if correctly trained, officiate at either a religious or secular wedding ceremony.

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is too important to allow it to become trivial in any way.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is too important to allow it to become trivial in any way. Guidance on how to conduct a solemn ceremony is essential.

Consultation Question 37:

No

Please expand on your answer:



If there is no independent scrutiny of officiants, there is a risk of poor management or performance going undetected or 'covered up' (as has happened in
recent scandals in other areas of activity undertaken by religious and non-religious organisations). There can be no cases of an organisation under
scrutiny 'marking its own homework'.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes - independent scrutiny and enforcement is essential.

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes - independent scrutiny and enforcement is essential.

Consultation Question 40:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No - independent scrutiny and enforcement is essential. - To achieve effective scrutiny, regular review, say on at least a five year basis, is recommended.

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

To achieve effective scrutiny, regular review, say on at least a five year basis, is recommended.

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a formal arrangement into which couples enter.

The use of a formal pre-set set of words helps reinforce to the participants the importance and solemn nature of marriage.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The actual marriage ceremony is and should always be a solemn formal ceremony. Marriage is both a personal arrangement but also a contract in which
society as a whole has an interest.

The 'fun' elements of a gathering to celebrate marriage should be confined to the post ceremony party that often couples and their guests enjoy.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes - freedom of association and religion should be protected provided the rights of people of other faiths and none are not harmed.

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Yes - this is a matter of freedom of religion.

Please share your views below:

No comment

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is a matter of freedom of religion. If, in addition to a civil ceremony, a couple decides to make some form of religious declaration, a couple should
remain able to do so.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No - marriage is a public declaration in which society as a whole takes an interest, the 'Open Doors' concept must therefore remain.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a major solemn ceremony and the locations used should reflect this. The dignity of marriage should be reflected in the choice of locations
permitted.

outdoors,, on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,

Please share your views below:

Outdoors/ Inland Waters etc.

Steps are required to ensure any marriage location is dignified. Provided steps can be defined to ensure this, a location can be used outdoors etc.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The need for 'open doors' should be upheld. This means that locations need to be publicly accessible.

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Choice is important but as a rule, a religious wedding should be in its religious setting and secular weddings in their setting. The two do not mix.

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes - provided there is a code that is set in law that acts as a clear guide as to what are the criteria to approve a location.

Consultation Question 52:

Other



Please expand on your answer:

Safe and dignified - terms are not defined and stringent safeguards should be proposed.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Terms are not defined and stringent safeguards should be proposed. It is therefore essential to have detailed standards that clearly define what
standards a location is intended to satisfy.

Please share your views below:

A Government monitored audit or other compliance body is required to police any standards that are set.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Society as a whole has an interest in marriage. A full record of the event is essential.

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Choice of language is acceptable, given that Gaelic is also a language of some of the native peoples of these British Islands, could Gaelic be also included?

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes - but with all manual documentation being retained as a safeguard.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The law must be upheld and complied with.

No

Please expand on your answer:

Witnesses etc. are required by law. If a marriage is to be genuine, the correct procedures must be followed, otherwise it is not a marriage.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

f a marriage is to be genuine, the correct procedures must be followed, otherwise it is not a marriage.

Consultation Question 59:



No

Please expand on your answer:

If a marriage is to be genuine, the correct procedures must be followed, otherwise it is not a marriage. By implication if the correct procedures have been
followed, it is a marriage.

However - risk of fraud and for example abuse of marriage to facilitate illegal immigration - the ability of law enforcement to assess whether a marriage
was genuine must exist and if there are doubts about whether the relationship is genuine, law enforcement must be empowered to intervene and
declare a marriage void and enforce, for example, deportation if attempts at unlawful activity in marraige were aimed at enabling illegal activity such as
unlawful immigration. Equivalent powers to investigate the use of marriage in unlawful acts are also required.

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is marriage. If a couple is not married, the couple is not married.

An extension and/or abolition of taxes on death and on gifts to other family members including children/grand-children, great-grand-children etc. can
facilitate the sharing of tax privileges among family members.

Consultation Question 60:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marraige is special. Its recognition and protection in law should be retained. If people do not wish to be restricted by marriage laws, they can choose not
to marry.

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

A strict enforcement of the law is required.

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

No issues provided the participants understand the solemn nature of marriage.

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No issues provided the participants understand the solemn nature of marriage.

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This should make the administration more efficient.

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Criteria required as what 'risk of death' means.

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No issues provided the participants understand the solemn nature of marriage and that the location meets the criteria as 'solemn' etc.

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

No issues provided the participants understand the solemn nature of marriage.

Consultation Question 71:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No issues provided the participants understand the solemn nature of marriage. In addition the officiants should be trained to ensure correct process and
procedure.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Religious - no issues provided the specific denomination approves.

Non - religious - no issues provided the authorising organisation's standards are enforced.

Consultation Question 74:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(1) the same fee as other cases in which the registration officer must travel to the person giving notice, set nationally on a cost-recovery basis; or

Please expand on your answer:

Fees need to be charged. Appropriate remision should be allowed on compassionate grounds.

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:



The current law is good in that it defines marriage and enables couples to learn and begin to understand what a marriage is and what type of relationship
they are entering into.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Costs have to be recovered and a profit made at the venues - couples need to understand that there are no 'free lunches' in life.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Marriage is special and there will be costs - surely a couple can be encouraged to save up to get married?

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Costs have to be recovered and a profit made at the venues - there can be no cuts into requirements for health & safety or other essentials at venues.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

No risks can be taken with standards at venure for health & safety. This comes at a cost.

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No compromise on health & safety issues can be permitted.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No issues privided the mutual legal recognition of marriage is maintained.

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

This system works well and should be maintained.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

No compromise on health & safety issues can be permitted. Full costs must be recovered and a surplus achieved for re-investment.

Financial management - couples should be encouraged to save up for their special day.
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

I agree. The law must be sure that the marriage is genuine and that both parties are doing it willingly and not by force or to gain any advantage in a
society such as citizenship.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Yes, I believe it should continue.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

I think within the diocese.



Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes to both. The clergy should meet both of the couple seperatly.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes, I agree with this.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I think two would be better in order to make sure that that things are carried out correctly and there is a witness too.

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:



It depends on what people define as moral, unlawful and contrary.
If a Church speaks against issues such as 'same sex marriage', would they be considered as an organisation that goes against public policy or morals?

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Yes, they should be able to if they are recognised religious organisations or non-religious ones such as civil marriages or humanists.
Obviously not cults or obviously strange organisations.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

That is a good idea so we know who can and cannot officiate at weddings.

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As long as a standard is set on who would be eligible to apply.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, to ensure that everything goes by the book.

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It should be about duty and not about making money.

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I agree, there should not be a conflict of interest but the fees should be within a certain bracket so that some people are not paying high fees or that it
encourages people to shop around to get the best deal.
Or for some to attract all of the business.

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Prayers should be allowed and also mentioning God, Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit and other religious bodies and people.

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No



Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I think there has to be a limit to where weddings take place as it should be a serious event, not one where each wedding gets more bizarre than the one
before.
It should be in buildings on the ground as opposed to weddings in hot air balloons or in canoes.
Places licenced to host weddings. In Churches

Please share your views below:

In Churches, registry offices or perhaps I bigger venues where they may have a reception too.
But not in the air, in waters or sports grounds etc.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

There should be descretion used in each situation depending on the circumstances.
But people in prison should not be allowed to marry whilst serving a sentence.

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

With prisoners, they should only be allowed this if their release date falls within the 12 months.

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

No, they should take place on land.
There are too many types of vessels to make a standard law.

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

I don't think there would be much demand for this type of wedding.

Consultation Question 74:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(1) the same fee as other cases in which the registration officer must travel to the person giving notice, set nationally on a cost-recovery basis; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(2) there should be no fee.

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

No to hosting weddings without government approval.

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

A slightly longer period may afford better protection against coerced marriage, enabling the unhappy party a period for intervention.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Remote interviews may not allow an opportunity to gauge feelings or read body language in the same way.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

This is reasonable, given the posited circumstances.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Depends on the suitability of the substitute officiant. This is a serious, lifelong undertaking.

Consultation Question 12:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Please see answer to previous question.

Please share your views below:

Depends on the suitability of the substitute officiant. This is a serious, lifelong undertaking.

Consultation Question 13:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Depends on the circumstances. It is possible to foresee circumstances when this may still be the best arrangement.

Consultation Question 14:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But it seems a contingency clause might be helpfully inserted.

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

It is possible to envisage circumstances when this might not be appropriate.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

This should remain the expectation. Marriage is a serious and lifelong commitment and preparation as described is appropriate.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

This also seems a sensible step. It treats the decision to marry with appropriate solemnity.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

All weddings, however, should be preceded by preliminaries.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Once again, it is essential that the serious and binding nature of matrimony be properly understood and honoured.



Please share your views below:

This would be extremely difficult to police in an appropriate and solemn manner...

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

That figure seems too low for such an entitlement.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Who determines exactly what ‘public policy or morality’ is? This seems extremely dangerous.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

What would be the purpose of this?

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Perhaps, subject to appropriate and thorough background checks.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But again, there should be a verification process.

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Seems sensible, provided that the training is appropriately thorough and continued development training taken seriously.

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

An appropriate limit should be set: this should not be a free and exploitative market.

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But due to the solemnity of the role there should perhaps be some overview.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A person needs to be present at their own wedding ceremony. They need to be seen to freely make a legal declaration using the proper format of words.
They are already able to add to those words should they so wish, but the currently accepted format and gravitas should remain. It is also essential to
ensure that there is no coercion. It is inappropriate to have diverse organisations each decide upon the format they wish to use.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a fundamental part of the structure of society and there is a framework that needs to be a part of it. It is inappropriate for each couple to
write their own format: there is already a great deal of freedom to adapt and add to the framework but the essential solemnity of the act of marriage
must be retained. It is a public, legal declaration.

Consultation Question 44:

Other

Please expand on your answer:



This is insufficiently clear. Groups certainly need to be able to ensure that their services and formats are appropriately used in a proper, serious and
edifying manner, and would therefore need a right of veto.

Consultation Question 45:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not sure what the purpose of this is. Surely a choice is made for the ceremony to be religious or secular? However, anyone who wishes to make promises
under God should be able to do so, but does it not then become a religious ceremony?

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Why remove this? Many couples derive enormous comfort from a blessing or similar follow-up ceremony. For some individuals this follow-up is essential
to their feeling ‘fully married’.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If there is no ‘open door’ requirement, how can there be certainty that there has been/is no coercion? Marriage is a public declaration and a solemn one.
This requirement should remain.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Clearly there is a need for the venue to be appropriate for the solemnity of the occasion. There are obvious advantages in agreeing to the use of
additional spaces for a marriage ceremony but the venue should never be permitted to detract from the serious, public , solemn, legal and dignified
undertaking.

outdoors,

Please share your views below:

Please see above response. A venue needs to be public, suitably dignified and appropriate. Indoors or outdoors these conditions can be met. Accepting
other suggestions here risks detracting seriously from the public and solemn nature of the undertaking.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a public declaration.

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

No

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

A religious venue should not be used for a civil or non-religious ceremony just because it is appealing. It has a spiritual purpose and is a sacred place. 
 
By contrast, religious weddings should be able to take place in other places to enable, for example, greater public access than a small congregational



building might admit.

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Given the points made above this decision should not be made by the officiant alone.

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

And this would suggest immediately the inappropriate nature of some venues and circumstances, for example, in the air. The solemn nature of marriage,
and it’s public declaration of intention, could not be guaranteed to be upheld.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

And the General Register Office itself needs to be clear as to what ‘dignified’ means in the contract of marriage.

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

In practice many venues have already become accepted for the purpose . Provided that the dignity, legality, solemnity and the public nature of the
ceremony are all upheld, a pre approval process could be in place.

Please share your views below:

The General Register Office in consultation with the Church of England, perhaps.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

If electronic registration is used for security purposes standard paper documentation should also exist alongside it.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Since marriage is a public declaration of a solemn and binding contract witnesses should be present.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

In such circumstances the whole matter should be scrutinised in order to ensure that both parties to the marriage have willingly consented. In the
circumstances described the may not be the case. Why should the presumption of validity be made without scrutiny in the case of non-cohabitation?

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It is sadly a fact that coercion into marriage exists and that controlling behaviour is sometimes a feature of relationships. Abolition of the time limit is right
and proper, given these considerations.

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Given the serious and binding nature of marriage one may question whether, if one of the parties is incarcerated, the couple may know each other
sufficiently well to make a lasting commitment.

Terminal illness is a special case. Marriage in these circumstances can be a great comfort and relief, often legalising a relationship of many years’
standing: however, it does need to be established that the sick person has a real and true desire for the marriage to exclude any manipulation of the
vulnerable when they are weakest.

In the case of housebound persons, it is again essential to ensure that no manipulation is taking place and that this is a genuine relationship.

Consultation Question 63:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

The issue here is, ‘how terminal?’ Also, ‘how long is the period of notice?’ Such periods of notice should not, for example take opportunities from people
who have long intended to marry and simply ‘never got round to it’.

Consultation Question 64:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Surely this would make it very much simpler to coerce someone into marriage? People need to be present at their own weddings: in cases of genuine very
exceptional circumstances, such as a national emergency, cases could be considered on their individual merits but this would have to include close
scrutiny and in any case the couple would need to be together to make their vows.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

See above response. What protective scrutiny would take place?

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Provided that appropriate scrutiny has been applied.

Consultation Question 68:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Provided that the venue lends an appropriate dignity and respect for what is taking place. The marriage and not the location, should be centre stage.

Consultation Question 69:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Provided that the venue lends an appropriate dignity and respect for what is taking place.
The marriage and not the location should be centre stage.

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Please see my last two responses.

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The name and registration of the ship and the name of the officiant should both be given.

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

If weddings in international waters are to be offered, then religious or belief-based weddings should be included.

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Any such fee should be for transport costs and should be reasonable so as not to appear punitive. There should also be special provision for people of
very low income.

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Provided that there is provision for those of very low income.

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Provided that provision is in place for those on very low incomes.

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Provided that provision is made for those on very low incomes.

Consultation Question 83:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Whatever is necessary in order to show compassion and allow the wedding to proceed in safety and with dignity.

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Legal marriage is to be encouraged: initiatives which do this are to be applauded, provided that the dignity, safety, solemnity and binding nature of
marriage itself are never undermined.The great concern should always be that costs of any kind do not exclude persons from marrying.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

The focus should always be on the marriage and the parties involved. Obviously costs must be met. It would be appropriate for there to be financial
assistance for those who need it. The focus should not, however, be on savings or externals but on the act of marrying.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

The focus should always be on the marriage and the parties involved. Obviously costs must be met. It would be appropriate for there to be financial
assistance for those who need it. The focus should not, however, be on savings or externals but on the act of marrying.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YFGU-Z

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-29 21:23:04

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No



Please expand on your answer:

I see no good reason for this to be abolished.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

30 days seems a reasonable waiting period for such an event.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

This seems too casual an approach to such a serious event and easily open to abuse.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

If this works then why change it?

Consultation Question 9:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, but the exception should be a rarity and justified under oath.

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:



Surely, the whole pint of banns is to give someone who knows either the man or woman concerned the opportunity to raise objections. Such people are
more likely to exist in the parish where either live.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

This is not needed when local authorities have registrars for this purpose?

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is not needed when local authorities have registrars for this purpose?

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:



The Church was officiating at marriages before government began to concern itself with the matter. Should this exclusion be introduced it will be for the
sole purpose of inconveniencing those who will have their marriages performed in church, making them repeat the process at some civil ceremony.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Yes. Continue with this.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

No

Please expand on your answer:

' independent officiants applying to be authorised ' - now you mean Uncle Tom Cobley and all.

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

'limits on the fees that they can charge for officiating at a wedding' are necessary to avoid making a business out of it.

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Issuing 'guidance to all officiants on how weddings should be conducted' would be impertinent if direct at a priest marrying people in church.

Consultation Question 37:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I cannot support any independent officiants' appointment in the first place.

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is so unclear as to be valueless.
Those being married need to express their consent publicly at the ceremony. Signing some schedule as an alternative is so obviously not a good idea.
Marriage must be regarded as a serious event. Item 1 to 4 above seem to be designed to
reduce this seriousness.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is just too vague to be a real proposal, surely.
The seriousness and importance of a marriage ceremony will be weakened by those seeking to introduce novelty and uniqueness. Marriage is a public
event and too important to society to allow it to be trivialised by individual ceremonies that are aimed at the gutter press.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

You ought to show the reasons behind your proposals, especially when like this they are not obvious.



Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This would be a very bad idea. It suggests that weddings should be able to be kept secret.
Marriages are public events and forced marriages have always been and remain a most serious issue today.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is becoming silly.
This proposal seems to strike at any attempt to ensure the the seriousness and solemnity of a marriage ceremony. Venues cannot simply be allowed
because marrying couples want them, but because they are appropriate places to hold such a significant ceremony.

Please share your views below:

What happened to the 'safe and dignified test'?

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The solemnization of civil marriages must remain a public event and therefore cannot exclude the public.

Consultation Question 50:

No

Yes

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is a fact that weddings have been taking place in religious venues long before there was a Parliament, government or any such thing as a law
commission.
The suggestion is impertinence.

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This again is just too imprecise.

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

'Safe and dignified' is a term undefined and, when left open will become meaningless.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Please share your views below:

The registrar.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The words mother and father are sufficient.

Consultation Question 55:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Welsh only would not be sufficiently available to public examination.

Consultation Question 56:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It would be only a matter of time before it is hacked into and compromised.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding



Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

No demand that I have ever heard of in my time.

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(1) the same fee as other cases in which the registration officer must travel to the person giving notice, set nationally on a cost-recovery basis; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Parliament's interference with marriage and introducing easy, quicky divorce has changed the public attitude to marriage. Its meddling in matters beyond
its competence has done no good for the country.
Going by the nature of many of your proposals any subsequent leglislative changes will continue the decline of both the institution of marriage and its
permanence.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
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Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As I understand it one of the Law Commission's goals is that "the ceremony that is meaningful to the couple should be recognised by law" At the moment
this is still possible in a church which doesn't have an authorised person but under this proposal a couple wishing to marry in a church without an
authorised person would have to have a civil ceremony as well as the religious one.

Consultation Question 21:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

" Contrary to public policy or morality" is too subjective an assessment. The focus should be on objective criteria. The proposal would risk excluding those
with unpopular beliefs which are entirely within the law. On the other hand it could include those who hold beliefs which can undermine a democracy,
namely terrorism.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriages taken place with celebrants are not legally binding and can take place in any setting and have been with the couples dressed for example in
comic outfits and or in underwater scenarios. Marriage is understood to be legally binding and should be treated as such with trained officiants as at
present. The proposal to embrace the celebrants and the marriages they perform within the legally binding scenario will demean and degrade the whole
concept of marriage, they should be trained as the present officiants are.

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Apart from the prescribed words the marriage ceremony has already become extremely flexible, by omitting these prescribed words and the promises
made to each other at that time would leave the ceremony as being one of little meaning and would leave it open to simply becoming more like a
voluntary agreement between two people.

Consultation Question 43:



No

Please expand on your answer:

A requirement for officiants to ensure that the ceremony does not undermine the dignity and solemnity of marriage is too subjective. In this case couples
could just find an officiant who would follow their wishes however outlandish they might be. They also would be free to include within their ceremony
parts of different religious beliefs and so cause offence to people of those faiths..

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The marriage ceremony should remain public and open to the community for anyone to attend This is a safeguard against bigamy and forced marriages;
it also underlines the fact that marriage is not a private affair but very much of public concern and important to society as a whole.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There are clear advantages to change the present system as some churches worship in shared premises e.g. schools and community centres BUT these
need to be dignified and safe venues which do not detract from the solemnity of the occasion.

outdoors,, on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

Weddings are to be public and open to the community and to be in a dignified environment reflecting the seriousness of the legally bunding transaction
being undertaken.

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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Personal response

If other, please state::
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:



No

Please expand on your answer:

This is an important requirement which helps to mitigate the risk of a sham marriage and as such should not be abolished.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Seven days would appear to be a reasonable time period for this requirement.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

No, in-person interviews should be a requirement as I feel that more can be deduced from a person's demeanour when they are on their own than on
screen - for example is somebody influencing their responses to questions off-screen and unobserved?

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Yes, this should continue.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:



Please share your views below:

Banns should be published in both parties' churches where relevant.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes to both items, again to help mitigate the risk of forced or sham marriages.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes, this should be a requirement.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:



Yes, this would appear to be a reasonable position to adopt.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I would only be in agreement with this proposal if there is to be a proper vetting procedure for independent officials to ensure that they are fit to hold this
office.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I feel that there should be maybe a fee scale or capping of fees to ensure that independent officials do not make excess profits from officiating at
weddings.

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

1. Whilst I agree with the proposed duty, it does not go far enough. Officiants should have a wider responsibility to ensure that the content and tone of
the legal ceremony upholds the dignity and solemnity of marriage.
2. Say that the proposals need to define what is meant by ‘dignity’ and ‘solemnity’. The consultation seems to view ceremonies taking place “in the air” as
being compatible
with these tests, which suggests they are easy standards to reach.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 37:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There should be an independent regulatory body to carry out this function to mitigate the risk of bias.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I am in agreement with this proposal as long as the CPD is relevant to the office and inexpensive. I currently belong to a professional organisation which
insists on CPD, however most of it is irrelevant and an expensive imposition and of no benefit to my job.

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

1. It should not be possible for someone to get married without being present at the wedding ceremony; simply signing the marriage schedule is
inadequate.
2. Couples appear to be able to say anything they like or nothing at all. This is a major departure from the public declarations always considered
fundamental to the legal marriage ceremony.
3. This risks undermining the solemnity of the wedding ceremony and denying the seriousness of the commitment being made.
4. Is it really too much to ask that some specific phrases are used to show that both people freely consent to the lifetime commitment that they are
entering into.
5. The whole idea that a couple should be able to completely personalise their ceremony comes from a wrong view of marriage. A wedding is not just
about the couple. The couple enter into a union which is understood by society and has been legally defined. So society and the law have an interest in
the making of a public declaration. The logic of a wholly self-defined marriage ceremony is for marriage to be decoupled from the law and wider society.
Marriage would become an entirely private matter, rather like a personal hobby.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

1. The marriage ceremony is a serious and solemn event (albeit a joyous one). A particular ceremony should not just be allowed because the couple
wants it, but because it is appropriate for such a significant event.
2. The notion that a couple should be able to choose everything about a wedding ceremony comes from a wrong view of marriage. A wedding is a public
declaration in which society and the state have an interest.
3. Unofficial wedding ceremonies have included themes such as Alice in Wonderland, James Bond, Lord of theRings, Game of Thrones, Marvel comics,
Beauty and the
Beast, Harry Potter, Star Wars and Flash Gordon. One had a ‘Woodland Fairy themed ceremony with ponies dressed as unicorns’ while another couple
dressed as hedgehogs. It is very doubtful that many of these reflected how seriously marriage should be taken.

Consultation Question 44:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Should couples opt to have a civil wedding ceremony in the first instance but then, maybe after adopting a religion at any time afterwards, they should be
able to have a religious service which reflects their newly found denomination should they so wish.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

1. The “open doors” requirement helps convey the public nature of wedding declarations.
2. The open doors requirement was introduced hundreds of years ago as a protection against forced marriage. This is still a problem in our society.
3. Removing the requirement encourages a false perception that marriage is a private matter without any public significance.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

1. The marriage ceremony is a seriousness and solemn undertaking. Venues should not simply be allowed because marrying couples want them, but
because they are appropriate places to hold such a significant ceremony.
2. There are some specific benefits in a wider variety of venues being allowed (for example churches who do not own their own building), but this should
not necessarily legitimise inappropriate settings.
3. Question 48 implies that couples may be able to have ceremonies “in the air”, meaning the "safe and dignified" test doesn’t seem too hard to meet.
Would weddings also be allowed in McDonald’s or on the big dipper at Alton Towers?
4. Unofficial wedding ceremonies have taken place in an S&M dungeon, underwater, and at a Comic Book convention with a couple dressed as comic
book heroes. It would be completely incompatible with the dignity of marriage for venues like these to host legal weddings.

Please share your views below:

See responses above.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No



Please expand on your answer:

This decision should be made by an independent body to ensure no personal bias/influence.

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

1. The marriage ceremony is a seriousness and solemn undertaking. Venues should not simply be allowed because marrying couples want them, but
because they are appropriate places to hold such a significant ceremony.
2. There are some specific benefits in a wider variety of venues being allowed (for example churches who do not own their own building), but this should
not necessarily legitimise inappropriate settings.
3. Question 48 implies that couples may be able to have ceremonies “in the air”, meaning the "safe and dignified" test doesn’t seem too hard to meet.
Would weddings also be allowed in McDonald’s or on the big dipper at Alton Towers?
4. Unofficial wedding ceremonies have taken place in an S&M dungeon, underwater, and at a Comic Book convention with a couple dressed as comic
book heroes. It would be completely incompatible with the dignity of marriage for venues like these to host legal weddings.
5. There is a lack of clarity in how venues would be tested for “dignity” and “safety”.
While the proposals call for guidance from the General Register Office, the terms are not defined and stringent safeguards should be proposed.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

See response to the first part of this question.

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

1. An independent body or committee on a national regional levels.
2. A set of criteria will have to be drawn up for the guidance of the committee who will need to visit each venue to ascertain its suitability

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

For points 2 and 3 only - these are fundamental to the validity of a marriage.



Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If the couple do not cohabit following a valid ceremony, etc then something would appear to be very wrong with the relationship and I feel that it would
be a grave mistake for a couple to get married in the knowledge that this would be the case (maybe this should have been ascertained at a pre-marital
interview).

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This may well run the risk of legitimising marriages where one party has been coerced or forced into a marriage against their will(?).

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

To be commissioned and conducted with due sensitivity to the situation.

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There is the possibility that the party with the terminal illness may require extended in-patient hospital treatment which may exceed the 12 month period
and cause unnecessary stress to the couple.

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Other



Please expand on your answer:

Items 1 and 2 - agree.
Items 3 and 4 - mush more clarification required.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The identity of the officiant should be clear.

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

I would suspect that people with a sincere religious belief and who are practising that belief to the best of their ability would want to be married in their
church/synagogue etc and would have no desire to be married at sea.

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

With necessary checks/regulations to ensure that the fees charged are not excessive.



Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Again, with necessary checks/regulations to ensure that the fees charged are not excessive.

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

1. I do not believe that the law as it stands discourages or prevents couples from getting married - I believe that most couples who wish to get married will
do so out of a strong desire to do s.
2. A number of the proposals put forward as they stand would, I believe, trivialise marriage in a number of instances and lead to couples using the
ceremony merely as a component of an informal party rather than the solemn and dignified occasion that it merits (albeit a very joyful occasion).

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

None

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not applicable

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:



Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a serious step. Those entering into the marriage ceremony in a particular district should have ties with the community

Consultation Question 5:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Notification should be made in the district where the parties are resident

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

The parties will have time to consider the step they are taking

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Interviews should be in person, Remote interviews could include those wishing to use marriage for sham/criminal purposes

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Yes. It may not be possible for legitimate reasons for one of the parties to be resident in the same area at the time when notice is to be given

Consultation Question 9:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It should be published in the district where the parties are to marry

Consultation Question 10:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Six months, That is sufficient time

Consultation Question 11:

No

Please expand on your answer:

To allow parties to elect a substitute officiant may result in an election of someone who does not takes seriously the sanctity of marriage and may reduce
the ceremony to ridicule

Consultation Question 12:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There are adequate provisions for substitute officers to be available on the day at short notice

Please share your views below:



Outside of their duties as marriage officers substitute officiant should not at in other circumstances, To do so would trivialise the role

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Whats wrong with the current provisions? Anglican ministers have been presiding over weddings for centuries. These changes are wholly unnecessary

Consultation Question 14:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There are no churches currently damaged by war. Is a Third World War foreseen?

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

The current publication of banns in church is wholly adequate and should be protected to remain thus

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes. 1.This prevents sham marriages taking place. In such cases the minister has not seen sufficient documentary evidence or he has not been able to
prove the evidence to determine that the marriage is a true one

2. Previously Anglican ministers have been duped into conducting a marriage ceremony where only one party has attended church throughout the period
of publication of the banns. Anglican Ministers have been left in shock on meeting the second party to the marriage for the first time at the ceremony

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes. Thus avoiding collusion. Only genuine couples will attend

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It goes without saying

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Many churches rely on registration officers to register the marriage

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No need for a second officer to officiate at one ceremony



Consultation Question 22:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is unlikely that they will have sufficient experience about the seriousness of the marriage ceremony

Consultation Question 23:

No

Please expand on your answer:

1. Yes

2. No. Weddings should be governed by religious organisations. Marriages were undertaken in places of worship and the mere fact that weddings are
conducted in places of worship the ceremony is given the seriousness attributed to it

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage was ordained in a Biblical context. A humanist or secular belief system would not have any reference to the Christian belief

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

20 members are too small in number

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

“contrary to public policy or morality” is too subjective an assessment. It would risk those with unpopular but entirely legal views being excluded from
nominating officiants. The test should focus on objective criteria. These could include promoting purposes that are illegal or support illegal activity (such
as terrorism), that advocate the violent overthrow of democracy, or that undermine the rule of law

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

These would be officially registered individuals and their registration can be easily ascertained

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It would otherwise make mockery of the wedding ceremony



Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The fee should be limited and laid down by law otherwise it could give rise to sharks officiating purely for unjust enrichment purposes

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Until retirement age

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony



Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A requirement for officiants to ensure that the ceremony does not undermine the dignity and solemnity of marriage is too subjective. It will not prevent
couples finding an officiant to agree to even the most outlandish wishes. The possibility of fully-tailored wedding ceremonies will encourage
commercialisation. Those more willing to be flexible with the ceremony would be likely to profit the most, encouraging people to push the boundaries if
people can entirely customise their own weddings, they might blend together different elements from faith ceremonies inappropriately, effectively
making a parody of those ceremonies. This could be highly offensive to people of those faiths.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Those who have to enter into civil ceremonies should continue to be able to enter a religious ceremony if they so wish

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The ‘open doors’ requirement is a valuable part of wedding day celebrations, making it clear that marriage is not a private affair but rather is important to
society as a whole. The opposite is also important; weddings which are not publicly accessible make a statement that the marriage is private and of
interest only to the couple. This couldn’t be further from the truth. Ensuring that weddings are open to any member of the public, rather than just those
invited, is a way of protecting against forced marriage and bigamy, for example.

The public wish also to celebrate with the couple

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I express serious concern that it is unclear what safeguards will prevent unsuitable venues being used. How will the dignity of such ceremonies be
guaranteed? The consultation states that venues would need to be ‘dignified’ and ‘safe’, but lacks precision on what this means or how it will be tested.
Venues must not detract from the solemn occasion of the wedding.. The Law Commission has made it clear it sees no objection to weddings “in the air”,
suggesting that the terms ‘dignified’ and ‘safe’ could be interpreted very broadly. Unofficial weddings have been conducted underwater, in a
sadomasochism dungeon, at a comic book convention with a couple dressed as fictional characters, and at a ruined leper hospital on Halloween. Such
settings clearly trivialise marriage. The law must not allow such venues to host legally binding ceremonies.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

There are already pre-approved venues. No need to expand these



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YF4J-2

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

I am very concerned about this as I do not think it protects the parties if they are having a forced marriage.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:



I agree with both.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

I agree.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I would like to see greater clarity in the reference to dignity and solemnity.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I would like there to also be an independent check.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:



Other

Please expand on your answer:

I would like to see a check on the officiant at intervals to ensure their integrity.

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I would not want there to be any situation in which it is possible to prevent concerns to be raised and both parties should and must be present in order to
ensure the integrity of the marriage
To ensure it is freely and willingly entered into by both parties,
both parties must be present and the declarations witnessed by an independent party/ies.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As stated in an earlier response dignity and solemnity is important and therefore the place and form needs to be dignified and solemn. Marriage is an
important undertaking and the ceremony should reflect this.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The integrity of the ceremony rests on the fact it is freely undertaken and therefore it is a public occasion. Marriage is not just between the individuals
involved but they are publicly declaring their commitment to one another.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Dignity and solemnity are important to the ceremony and therefore the location should reflect the solemnity of the occasion, we would not think it
appropriate to hold other legal ceremonies in unsuitable locations. People are free to celebrate following the ceremony wherever they want.

Please share your views below:

As stated above the location should reflect the solemnity of the occasion and should be open door, a private home for example would preclude this.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The officiant should have clear guidelines and some venues should not e acceptable therefore they would not make the decision the guidelines would.

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Guidelines which the officiant must follow should be issued.

Consultation Question 53:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Guidelines and if the venue does not comply it is not accepted. The GRO should take this responsibility.

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Witnesses must be present to safeguard the integrity of the ceremony.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This would enable marriages of convenience to take place.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

No



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I would be concerned about coercion and also the desire to gain financially by the surviving party.

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

The weddings should not take place on waters in the first place.

Consultation Question 72:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:



My concerns are with the increased potential within the proposals for coercion, opportunism and convenience to be allowed more freedom. I am also
concerned that marriage as a commitment will not carry the weight it deserves and become trivialised by some of the proposals. I do not feel that there
are strong arguments for any changes in the current laws.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YF45-D

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-29 21:57:04

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Married in a baptist church in 1979

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

n/a



Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Can see no reason to change.
If anything it make it easier to do bogus weddings

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

A lot of things are done online now and as long as an in-person still takes place at some stage I can see no problem

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

need to be at least seven but cannot give a precise figure

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Should NOT be considered at this stage. The future should be far away enough for it to be re-considered later

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

they should be publicly displayed

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

it would to alternative would be to not let the wedding proceed

Please share your views below:

Without anything specified it is too open-ended and therefore not allowed

Consultation Question 13:

No



Please expand on your answer:

The Anglican Church is worldwide and therefore not restricted to England. The Church is its own ecclesiastic authority

Consultation Question 14:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No need
It should be a matter for the Church authorities

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Again the matter should purely be a matter for the Church authorities. There are various reasons why banns take place in more than one Church. Simply
putting it in one church fails to address the various reasons and could have unintended consequences

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

They should have the power to call for evidence if they wish. How they check it, if called for, should be at their discretion.
Whilst the clergy ought to be asked if the feel separate interviews should take place, it should be their discretetion as to whether it is actually done

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

A good idea
but I cannot see it discouraging anyone so inclined from making a false declaration

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

The authority of the Church should be recognised

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Some churches hold few weddings there is a a danger of their falling foul of weddings law, as they have to take responsibility for unfamiliar legalities for
holding a religious ceremony.
Many churches rely on civil registrars to register weddings, as they do not have no authorised person.
Apart from familiarity with the legal requirements, churches may find it impractical to have an authorised person or are too small to have a minister.
In these circumstances if no civil registrar were present the couple would need a civil ceremony in addition to their church wedding.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As long as it does not debar a second person

Consultation Question 22:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

They are already covered by ecclesiastical authority

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Cannot see the need for 20
The assembly could be of many years standing or in a rural setting
20 is also rather arbitrary
most assemblies will in any case come under a higher authority

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

There is a need to focus on objective criteria. Such things could be promoting illegal purposes or support terrorism or other illegal activity (such as
terrorism).
Other things could include undermining the rule of law or advocating the violent overthrow of democracy.
The concept of morality is very subjective. What one find acceptable to one may be considered not moral by another.
Unpopular views, per se, should not be considered contrary to public policy.
The question seems to suggest the law should be able define theology.
This could lead to the bizarre situation whereby a body has a prominent tenet A is expected to disavow tenet A

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Would need to be carefully defined

Consultation Question 28:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Depends what is meant by public. I can see no reason why the general public should have ready access to such information

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

At present wedding officiants are well trained registrars or are religious representatives, likely to have strongly-held beliefs on marriage.
There is no strong reason to suppose an independent officiants would necessarily have the same respect for marriage.
Broadening the scope for wedding. officiants could develop a market for independent officiants Those more willing to be flexible with the ceremony stand
to gain a lot and there would be an incentive people to push the boundaries. This could also defeating the aim of reducing costs of wedding venues.
Also couples could very little restriction in what they could have in their ceremony . This could seriously detract from the seriousness of marriage.
Some of the things that currently take place in weddings that are not legally binding could come into official ceremonies. These can be quite bizarre for
instance participants wearing rather extreme fancy dress.
There is no evidence of any training or safeguarding taking place



Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

seems self-evident

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a serous matter and having no limit on fees provides an incentive to do things 'if the price is right'.
The ,marriage ceremony is an act of commitment and is not something like a performance, show or concert

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As already stated marriage has to be treated as a serious undertaking

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Guidance is welcome
However it also important it not be a straight-jacket

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

A degree of flexibility is desirable but the GRO should power to deal with any who wantonly flout their responsibilities

Consultation Question 40:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No reason provided for time limitation

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The words used at present are a basis for the declarations required for a marriage. If they are not there, the wedding ceremony can be as meaningless as
a couple or officiant chooses. The legal marriage can then become nothing more than a certificate from the Government.
The prescribed words are only a small part of the entire wedding ceremony. There is already much flexiblity about the rest of the ceremony. That no
words need be said , let alone promises of any kind made by the couple means the ceremony can be taken far too casually

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A legally binding ceremony reflects the seriousness of the commitment. It has already been stated that officiants should have a duty to uphold the dignity
and solemnity of marriage. This part of the ceremony needs to uphold this element of seriousness. If people want that flexibility they already have non
legally binding ceremonies open to them.
As previously mentioned the proposed flexibility leaves the ceremony open to commercialisation which should left to to the said non legally binding
ceremonies.
Fully customised weddings could blend together different elements from faith ceremonies inappropriately, effectively making a parody of them. This
could cause extreme offense to adherents of those faiths and perhaps others

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A religious ceremony is important to those taking part and they should not be denied.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Ensuring that weddings are open to the public at large, is a means of protecting against forced marriage and bigamy and other such abuses

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

There are clear advantages for changing the system, for example ,many churches that do not own their own premises but worship in shared buildings like
schools or community centres cannot currently hold weddings there.
However there is distinct danger in opening things up.
it is unclear what provision there will be to prevent unsuitable venues being used.
Venues cannot detract from the solemnity of the occasion. There is a great danger that terms ‘dignified’ and ‘safe’ could be interpreted very broadly as
there is no precision on how those terms would be tested.
Non legally binding ceremonies already exist for those who have broader requirements for their ceremony

Please share your views below:

Apart from 'outdoors' the concept of solemnity makes such venues unsuitable and as said they are already available through non legally binding
ceremonies

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If weddings are open to any member of the public, rather than just those invited, then that is a way of protecting against forced marriage, bigamy etc

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

seems self evident

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

presumably only in England and Wales

Consultation Question 56:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If they 'merely' co-habit they have made no formal commitment and should therefore not be deemed to be married

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YF4D-V

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-29 21:57:53

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Many churches rely on civil registrars to register weddings as they do not have their own authorised person. Many churches who are able to conduct
weddings at the moment will not be able to under the proposals unless they appoint an authorised person and there may not be any one qualified to do
this. It is therefore important that registration officers should be able to officiate at church weddings too.

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

This proposal is too subjective an assessment as it would risk those with unpopular but entirely legal views being excluded from nominating officiants.
The test should focus on objective criteria such as promoting purposes that are illegal or support illegal activity (such as terrorism) that advocate the
violent overthrow of democracy or that undermine the rule of law.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Currently wedding officials are either highly trained registrars or religious representatives who are likely to have strong-held beliefs on marriage. Allowing
independent officiants would open the door to those who may not place such a high value on marriage. Independent officiants (known as celebrants) can
currently conduct weddings that are not legally binding. A recent study found the most independent celebrants

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The prescribed words form a foundation for the declarations that are required for a marriage. Without them the wedding ceremony can be as
meaningless as a couple or officiant chooses and legal marriage can become nothing more than a certificate from the government.

The prescribed words are only a small part of the entire wedding ceremony as the rules are already extremely flexible about what happens in the rest of
the ceremony so if the wedding is genuine then the prescribed wording must be included.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A requirement for officiants to ensure that the ceremony does not undermines the dignity and solemnity of marriage is too subjective. it will not prevent
couples finding an officiant to agree to even the most outlandish wishes. The possibility of fully tailored wedding ceremonies will encourage
commercialisation as those more wiling to be flexible with the ceremony would be likely to profit the most, encouraging people to push the boundaries.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The open door requirement is a valuable part of a wedding day celebration making it clear that marriage is not a private affair but rather is important to
society as a whole.

Wedding which are not publicly accessible make a statement that the marriage is private and of interest only to the couple which could not be further
from the truth.

Ensuring that weddings are open to the public can protect for example against forced marriage and bigamy.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is of serious concern that it is unclear as to what safeguards will prevent unsuitable venues being used. What does dignified and safe mean? Venues
must not detract from the solemn occasion of the wedding.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YFGB-D

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-29 22:03:55

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I don't want customised weddings, because this reduces its importance. Society has always considered marriage to be so important that society demands
every aspect of it to be public; i.e. those who conduct the wedding ceremony, Registrars or Clergy, have training and public status; the ceremony is
prescribed so that every one knows what they are entering into; the marriage is advertised to the world with rings on a particular finger, banns, births,
marriages & deaths columns; and the public can attend the marriage service, which takes place in recognised buildings.
Marriage is so important to society because at its core is "lifelong commitment."
LGBT recognised that in their campaign in recent times for same sex marriage.
Thus, I am against creating an office requiring less training and public status.

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

No, because officials should have public status and be independent of the wedding parties.

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No to officiants, because they might not place such a high value on marriage.

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

The dignity and solemnity is more likely to be upheld, by not creating this new office of "officiant."

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If consent is not given publicly and before witnesses, it devalues it all, as does failure to assure Society at large that there is no impediment.
The marriage document is again reducing marriage to a private affair,
which it should not be.
Forming something so crucial as a marriage, by signing a document, is
very unsatisfactory and dangerous, when you consider that human beings are
notoriously inclined to sign documents they haven't digested and fully understood!

Consultation Question 43:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The whole essence of marriage is that it is a public declaration and matter for public rejoicing, as marriage commitment is foundational to civilised
society.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Anywhere will lead to unhealthy and maybe dangerous competition, to find the most dramatic venue; or the most surprising, or most unusual. This
concentration on the location, will trivialise the commitment taking place and may not be "dignified and safe."

Please share your views below:

Weddings should not be permitted on inland water, in the air or in private places.
Inland water and in the air, may trivialise the occasion in the the most important think will be the location and not the ceremony. Weddings should be
public affairs, for reasons given previously, and therefore should not take place in private,

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Parents names, addresses, occupation are important for ancestry tracing.

Consultation Question 55:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YF43-B

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-29 22:24:09

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

None

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I am in a heterosexual marriage, having married in a Church of England ceremony.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:



Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It should be longer. Interested parties should be given the opportunity to object.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

By all means allow an online notice period, so that the registrar can make enquiries, but any interview should be well before the wedding ceremony to
allow for further investigations.

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

I would suggest that 3 weeks would be reasonable.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

No. A live interview with each party is likely to discourage sham or forced marriages.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

No. If their circumstances are unusual, they .should take the trouble to be in the country

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, not only this, but interested parties should be individually notified.

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:



What on earth is this to do with you? Recognized religions should be allowed their own practices providing they reach a minimum standard. If you feel
you should go beyond this, then do.

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

1. By all means.
2. Couples may live far apart, clergy could arrange for local clergy to meet.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Any non-religious organization should be satisfied with a civil wedding.

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Of course they should be excluded.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There should be no conflict of interest, and the government should place a limit on fees charged so little profit can be made.

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Furthermore marriage should only be allowed in licensed places to ensure it is dignified and solemn.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 37:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This should be the case, but there should be a mechanism for an independent organization to withdraw authorisation should anyone complain or some
failure becomes known otherwise.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If officiants do not officiate regularly, there is no point in their authorisation. They should be monitored and de-authorised as necessary.

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Not lapse, but be de-authorised.

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

These proposals are wholly wrong. Marriage is not just a written declaration, it is a public statement and celebration. Whatever words are used must be a
clear declaration of a desire to live together, to share life together. The words used must be prescribed to reflect this. Furthermore it must be established
and recorded that both parties understand this - in case English is not the spoken language.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Again, this is wholly wrong. The marriage must not be trivialised. It is a public declaration. It should only take place in an authorised place and form.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

And what about Muslim, and Hindu weddings?

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Why? What is wrong with it?

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a public declaration. It should be widely advertised. Any secrecy assists forced marriage and bigamy.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

They should only be allowed on authorised premises in order to keep control of the form and solemnity of the occasion.

outdoors,

Please share your views below:

Maybe outdoors, provided it is open to the public and in a place specifically authorised.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage should only take place on authorised premises.

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YFKM-V

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-29 22:41:21

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

N/A

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

N/A

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:



N/A

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Only a few people can be physically present but they can still be deeply meaningful.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It would make it difficult for registrars to organise the registration if the requirement were abolished and some registrars in certain scenic or historic
parts of the country might be overwhelmed with applicants. What would stop wedding tourism from abroad?

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Brings the process up-to-date.

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Gives time for the registrar to organise the legalities and perhaps check whether the marriage is merely a 'marriage of convenience' in order to gain UK
residence for example.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Remote interviews eg. by zoom open the possibility of sham / forced marriages and it would be difficult to tell the genuine from the false.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Good idea.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As long as only names were given, no other details like part of the UK, email address etc.

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

OK as long as the officiant is as currently allowed under UK law.

Consultation Question 12:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Good to publish it online so that it is more widely available.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

1. Yes - this checks the legality of the wedding
2. Yes - this ensures that each of the couple want to marry and are ready for such a serious commitment.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes. Makes sure wedding is not forced or sham.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

If civil preliminaries are required then those wanting to get married in the C of E will have to have 2 ceremonies. It would pave the way to the church
being increasingly marginalised in society and regarded as an irrelevance; it could in time lose its right to conduct ceremonies.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Provides safeguards.

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A lot of churches do not have anyone able to officiate or are sufficiently up to speed with the law in order to officiate. This would preclude them from
offering weddings or those who did chose to get married there would need 2 ceremonies.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Why would you need more than 1?

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

They are assumed responsible by virtue of their office.

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Opens the door for all kinds of weird and wonderful organisations to 'solemnise' marriage eg. the Jedi Knights (though not recognised as a charity),
witches etc. and this would trivialise the institution of marriage. The definition is too wide. Would they adhere to legalities?

Please share your views below:

Trying to compose such a list would be tricky and contentious, so better to keep to the current arrangements of existing registrars.

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

This is not a good idea as public morality is difficult to define and is open to contention as different groups have different views about what is moral and
the majority are often wrong (eg. public policy and majority view of the slave trade before Wilberforce). Culture is shifting sand. People may wish to get
married in institutions with minority views or views that are out of vogue so it would both restrict their freedom and provide the authorities with a stick
for punishing or restricting such institutions.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Why not?

Consultation Question 28:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Too much government interference and control. Again it would enable them to censure individuals they didn't like.

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If independent officiants were allowed to officiate at weddings they may have few scruples about the nature and conduct of the ceremony and allow
outlandish, even foolhardy, things to take place which would then be legally valid. It would threaten the solemnity of the occasion and seriousness of the
commitments that are being entered into by the 2 parties. With the advent of youtube and online video promotion couples might want to outdo each
other in their ceremonies in order to become famous or make money on the web. It would discredit the institution of marriage, making a mockery of it.
Additionally if independent officiants were allowed to officiate at weddings they may start to charge and be prepared to allow anything for money. To
commercial the ceremony further would increase the price.

Consultation Question 30:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is self evident.

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If there are no limits on fees then they will be making a business out of the activity. Unless fees charged are very limited they will have profit as their
motive. To allow independent officiants is 'opening a can of worms'.

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Less administration.

Consultation Question 41:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is a good idea to deal with impediments in the preliminaries - it's a bit late and somewhat dramatic to have it in the main ceremony.
The expression of consent should be verbal, not only in writing which would reduce the ceremony to the mere signing of a contract. Many may opt to
simply sign a contract if there were a choice as it would speed up the formalities so they could get on with the party.
To centralise oversight of wedding ceremonies in the General Register Office would give the Office an enormous amount of work, no doubt leading to
backlogs and long queues of people waiting to get married. It would also give a lot of control to such a body. Better to leave things as they are and use
tried and tested words and formulae honed over centuries.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

To liberalise weddings to this extent would effectively render them meaningless. It's not up to individual couples to decide what form their union should
take, there need to be certain generally agreed standards. Marriages have public and societal implications and safeguards need to be in place for bringing
up children. To offer such freedom to couples would have disastrous consequences for society, dismantling the building blocks further. "Sow the wind
and reap the whirlwind."

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Couples may wish to have a blessing after a civil ceremony and feel that their union is not truly sanctified unless they have a religious ceremony. (There
may be reasons they cannot merely have a religious ceremony but need to have a civil one too.) If they believe in God then it will be to God they will want
to make their vows, not to a state or independent official. Nothing can replace this.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriages have a public face as explained above.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There need to be certain standards as some venues will be unsuitable and will trivialise the institution of marriage and make a mockery of it.



Please share your views below:

They should only be allowed in licensed venues to provide some solemnity to the occasion.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriages have implications for wider society. To make them so private takes away many safeguards e.g. forced or sham marriages will be easier.

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Venues need to be pre-approved by licence as at present.

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

All venues should be pre-approved according to current criteria by the General Register Office.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As long as the current ceremony is kept in place and everything doesn't go on line.



Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Witnesses need to be present or there are no safeguards.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Couples who have sexual relations are effectively married.

Consultation Question 60:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If there are no time limits then one party can effectively walk out on the other and nullify the marriage. This is unfair on the other party who may want the
marriage to continue. It gives no time for reflection and mediation. It is generally not good for the children, in cases where children are involved, unless
there are a lot of arguments and/or violence.

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



In rare cases people with terminal illnesses recover or live longer than 12 months, in which case the marriage needs to formalised in the normal way.

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes as they have not undergone the normal formalities and may be released from their confinement after a period.

Consultation Question 67:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes to (1), no to the other points. Weddings should not be online, it makes them too easy, trivial and potentially open to abuse. They can wait until the
emergency is over (if a short one) or adapt to the situation that has occurred. They can still be deeply meaningful.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

No.

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Don't agree with this liberalisation of marriage, as it's a case of anything goes.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

No idea.



Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(2) there should be no fee.

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals



Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

1. Don't consider current law discourages or prevents couples from marrying.

2. Proposals might increase the numbers legally married, but at what cost? To lessen the meaning of the ceremony and give people more choice and
make it easier but more trivial and unregulated may attract people, but is this wise and is it really in the best interest of the couples and society at large?

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Unaware of these costs so can't comment.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Perhaps there would be cost savings by introducing some or all of the proposed changes but it would be better to look at making current ceremonies
cheaper than changing the nature of the ceremony and the institution of marriage itself even further. There are important principles at stake that cannot
be reduced to a cost/benefit analysis.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YF9Z-Q

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-29 22:52:12

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

None such

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::
England

What is your email address?
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

There will be time to resolve issues that unexpectedly arise at the personal interview.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

The attempts of magistrates during Covid restrictions to conduct hearings remotely strongly suggests that much of the communication, verbal, physical
and attitudinal, is lost in remote procedures and makes some decisions unsafe.

Marriage is expected to be for many years. The time to conduct an in-person interview is trivial by comparison. The personal interview conveys the
solemnity of marriage and should be retained.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Notice could be given in these cases but interviews should be in person.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The on-line record should be searchable from anywhere, not just in a local authority.

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Only if they are conversant with the outcome of the personal interview.

Consultation Question 13:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Churches value the contact that banns reading provides with friends and family of the couple. It is part of the communities perception of how welcome
the union is among those most involved. Baroness Shackleton is of the opinion that "marrying the wrong person" is an avoidable mistake when people
around you have opportunity to express doubts.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes they should. Marriage preparation is taken seriously by compassionate clergy.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes. Both have a declaration to make.

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Organisations whose chief purpose does not normally support members to be married.

For example: Sports Clubs. Interest groups. Political parties. Professional groups and Trade Unions.

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

#2 is too weak. The organisation should demonstrate that it has structures and experience in supporting marriages that are in difficulty, with an aim to
preserving the relationship, especially where children are involved.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Bigamy is unlawful, but for how long will it remain so? How can an organisation be approved for marriage and for the destruction and abuse of marriage?

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

As decisions are taken by the officiants on behalf of the national welfare, they should be named and accountable.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is not a private affair. Civil society has a huge stake in marriage as an institution. Independent officiants have no place in marriage because they
represent nobody except themselves. They will not provide help when a marriage is in trouble and children are at risk, therefor they should not be
authorised.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

In addition to the above they should demonstrate the organisation they represent has commitment to and processes for the support of marriage as a
stable institution in society.

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Independent officiants would only be there for the money and have no responsibility for the "product" they officiate. They are a bad idea. Marriage is not
like a firearms licence.

Consultation Question 34:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I agree generally but the wording is inadequate. Standards of dignity and solemnity need to be clearly set out in legislation. The standard should be set
high because marriage will usually involve children and the seriousness of the relationship must reflect the solemnity of parenthood.
A union solemnised while sky-diving is likely to end in a fall.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The GRO should get off the fence and declare the value of marriage for the wellbeing of society and the raising of children.

Consultation Question 37:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Unless the organisation itself values marriage as a social and national good, and has structures and procedures for evaluating officiants, this proposal is
insufficient.

Can an organisation with 20 members be trusted to monitor itself?

Should this proposal be upheld, there should be a mechanism for complaint from the public, with redress to courts rather then the organisational
structure.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If such a bad idea as independent officiants is foolishly pursued.

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consent is a public statement with legal and social connotations. It is not a private "OK". 
Providing a form of words that the GRO approves as signifying the public nature of the commitment made will unify the nation in pursuit of stable



families. It is no great issue to use common words if we as a nation believe marriage is for family health. Diversity has value but nations are built one
family at a time. Marriage should be supported nationally for the common good. Some specific phrases are important to signify this public nature of
consent. 
How do you ensure that the young person signing the schedule understands that it is deemed to be consent? They could be under pressure to sign. 
 
The phrase "orally or otherwise" could imply an email from outer Siberia! Both must be present with witnesses when they sign the schedule.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is not a party with friends. It is not a private activity that you design yourself. It is a solemn and public commitment between two people for the
good of society and children and their own wellbeing.
There have been "marriage" events that rival Hollywood extravaganzas. They may be fun, and expensive, but they are not marriage as our nation needs it
to be for the welfare of families, children and communities.
Solemn and dignified are not private concepts. They have a meaning within public life that calls for respect. The Law must lend weight to the maintenance
of the dignity of marriage.
(There was a time when the conduct of Government officials had dignity and respect. ) Without public respect for marriage we are all diminished.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Music, songs and hymns that express the couple's character should be allowed. Symbols and images that are religious also carry personal meaning .
Recognising the religious elements of the culture of the two families being related by the marriage will dignify diversity.

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If they are married at the civil service then they are married. Another religious service is not getting married again.
However, it could be the making of vows that are believed to be binding in a specific spiritual sense, and we should not prevent that.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The open doors requirement underscores the public nature of marriage commitments. It is not a private event without civic importance or significance.
The declarations they make are to the world, not just to each other. By making them public they entitle the couple to support in their family life from civil
society .
The requirement to have witnesses should not be changed.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Would a unisex public toilet satisfy this proposal?
Dignity needs to be defined and specified if it is going to hold the respect of the public. Again, the law has to ask itself if it believes that marriage is good
for society. If it does, it has to say what is an appropriate place in the common notion of dignity. To say that there is no common notion of an appropriate
place is to assert that Britain views itself with disdain.

outdoors,, in private homes.



Please share your views below:

The latter three places do not lend themselves to an 'open doors' attestation that marriage is a public declaration of union.

The private home is a desirable extension of place, provided people with legitimate intent are able to witness the declarations. This access could be
provided electronically in a form and on a web site known to the public.

Boats and aircraft are not appropriate because they are closed admittance venues.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I do not understand the intent of this proposal.
Does it mean that civil marriages can take place in secret places without public access? My view on open doors has been made.

Consultation Question 50:

Other

No

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The entire world can be considered a non-religious belief venue. (2) No prohibition is needed.

Religious venues are the property of the believers collectively and consent would need to be given to civil marriages on their premises. (1)

Oil and water do not mix. A prohibition at (3) simply avoids conflict and bitterness by maintaining respectful distance.

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The officiant should be required to make decisions which comply in letter and spirit with GRO provisions, and these decisions need to be accountable.
Withdrawal of licence is incentive to ponder seriously the venue proposed.

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is a meaningless proposal without definition of the word Dignified. Safe is covered by H&S law.
If a high view of marriage is held in this country then much should be asked of officiants.

It is simply not true to say that dignity will cost a lot of money. Neither can money buy dignity.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Parliament should hold a high view of marriage and convey this to the GRO. It is much more than administrative advice that is needed, it is a
nation-building declaration of value.

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There is a publicly held view of 'dignity' that is commercially recognised. It does not have to be attested on every occasion a marriage is held.

Please share your views below:

The authority appointing the officiant. 
Civic authority for civic venues (hotels, clubs, entertainment venues, etc). Religious authority for religious venues. Non-religious approved bodied for their



venues (open spaces and their property ). All subject to objection by the public on the grounds of noise etc.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Witnesses should always be recorded where no kin are present.

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The registration officer could have leave to expedite processes in these situations.

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Subject to a clear understanding of what an emergency is. Remote participation in he absence of emergency should not be enabled.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But only if the vessel gives open doors access to affirm the public nature and import of the ceremony.

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

If the ceremony can be witnessed by persons not involved in the marriage, even remotely, as I opined for private homes, then any ship certified to carry
more than 12 passengers.

Consultation Question 71:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

No

Please expand on your answer:



I only approve of (1) above.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I do not support independent officiants.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

 I can assure you that sailors want to get married at home with family.
Persons on passage or cruising may find some novelty in it but they are required to give notice before the voyage begins.

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(1) the same fee as other cases in which the registration officer must travel to the person giving notice, set nationally on a cost-recovery basis; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

If a nation believes that families matter greatly to its health and prosperity, then marriage should be encouraged for the good of the nation.

I do not know of anyone who is not married because it is presently too difficult to get married. I do know of people who married the wrong person.

In common with Baroness Shackleton, I believe that the more people are directed towards marriage preparation, the better the nation will prosper.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

By far the majority of costs at a wedding are culturally determined. Official costs are no more than the service offered costs to provide. Some current
costs could be avoided but the issue is marginal.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

The industry is not groaning under administrative burden. Marriage is a celebration that is made with joy. The size of the party is their affair. Law should
protect the vulnerable and support a high view of marriage.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

A marketing opportunity for suitable ships to host the stag party and the wedding with inclusive accommodation and travel could be attractive. What the
other passengers would think of it is a mute question!



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I am in a legally recognised marriage.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Consultation Question 2:



Please share your views below:

N/A

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Essential that both partners are present in front of a registered officiant.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Essential that residence requirement continues to control false identity claims and forced marriages.

Consultation Question 5:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Present system better - see reasons given above at 4.

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Essential for defined period to allow for change of heart by either person.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

In-person interviews always optimum for reasons give; nevertheless exceptional circumstances such as shielding or terminal illness should allow
Registrar's discretion as to whether remote interviews may be granted.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Yes, present arrangements shown above should continue.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Public notification remains essential.

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Appropriate period.

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Appropriate.



Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Death, sudden illness or unavoidable delay should permit substitution of a legally registered and trained officiant.

Please share your views below:

N/A

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Present arrangements serve the need of those living and working in the UK countries concerned and the Republic of Ireland.

Consultation Question 14:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Asymetric warfare /terrorism still raises this possibility - thus keep present rules.

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Yes.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

1. Yes - to clearly establish identities and intending partners' knowledge of each other.

2 . Yes - to minimize the risk of coercion/forced marriage.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes - to avoid impediment being later proven.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Yes - duplication of effort from using a time-tried and proven system would be wasteful.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

For the reasons shown at 1, 2 and 3 above.

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Where a religious officiant may have difficulty e.g. with English language or unfamiliarity with the legal contract requirements of the law on marriage a
registration officer should be able to assist.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Present arrangements work well.

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Provided that adequate training continues to be given to said Clerks in Holy Orders to fulfil this aspect of their office.

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Leading case cited justifies these.

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As above

Please share your views below:

Each of such organisations should be required to be registered charities in good standing with the Charities Commission.

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Only if they are legally registered charities in good standing (see above).

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Yes - illegal practice or outraging of public decency is contrary to the dignity of marriageas viewed by right thinking people.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Only if in good standing as registered charities.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Essential to avoid malpraxis/illegality/voiding of marriage contracts.

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Independent officiants should hold trusteeship or similar responsibility in a registered charity.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Malpraxis will ensue if they are not fit and proper persons.

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Content to be determined by Registrar General to include responsibility to wards a registered charity in good standing as trustee or similar.

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Malpraxis will otherwise occur. Marriage is a solemn undertaking not a business trading for profit nor a non-profit making business.

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Fees should always be reasonable and capped by law.

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Conflicts of interest would otherwise arise.

Consultation Question 35:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Officiants should be legally required to ensure that the content and tone of the legal ceremony upholds the dignity and solemnity of marriage, and
'dignity' and 'solemnity' must be defined in law.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Without this anything goes and the dignity and solemnity of marriage will not be upheld leading to open scandal.

Consultation Question 37:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There must be retained by the Registrar General the sanction of dismissal from conducting legally binding marriages if standards, duties, or
responsibilities are not fulfilled by the officiant concerned.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



As 37 above.

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As 37 above.

Consultation Question 40:

No

Please expand on your answer:

5 yearly reviews should be undertaken by the Registrar General.

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As 40 above.

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Contracting parties must be present - simply signing the wedding schedule is an inadequate check on abuse. Undermining solemnity and dignity of
marriage would otherwise happen.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A public declaration in which both society at large and the state or UK jurisdiction in which the ceremony takes place each have an interest should not be
so compromised.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

For reasons shown in the question.

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Provided legally defined solemnity and dignity are not undermined thereby.

Please share your views below:

To be discussed by the couple concerned with the officiant and agreed by all beforehand as upholding legally defined solemnity and dignity of the
wedding ceremony.

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Present provision works well.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Forced weddings would be facilitated thereby.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Seriousness and solemnity of the wedding ceremony must always be upheld.

outdoors,, on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

Venues must be testable for legally-defined dignity and safety ; stringent safeguards must apply so that these considerations are not undermined.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Present system works well and minimizes abuses.

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

No

Please expand on your answer:

Dignity, solemnity and public order must be upheld.

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Subject to safeguards detailed earlier on dignity, solemnity and fitness for purpose/public safety and/or risks to health .

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Provided 'safe' and 'dignified' are clearly and legally defined.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

See answers above.

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



See answers above.

Please share your views below:

Officiant with such other assessors (e.g. Local Government Health and Safety Inspector) as the venue/situation requires.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Present system works well.

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Welsh is a legally admissible language within the Principality.

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Provided security is guaranteed by supplying contractor of electronic registration system concerned.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

All or any of the factors shown should invalidate the ceremony.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Provided legally admissible rectification occurs within a defined timeframe of no more than 3 months following the date of the wedding.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Duress, mistake or incapacity should continue to void marriage.

Consultation Question 59:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Cohabitation upholds dignity and solemnity of marriage.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Legally binding contract essential for disposal of secular property.

Consultation Question 60:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Present arrangement works well.

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Dignity and solemnity of marriage not upheld otherwise.

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

N/A

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Present system works well to limit abuses.

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consenting couple present together essential to prevent abuses.

No

Please expand on your answer:

As above.

No

Please expand on your answer:

Abuses would otherwise be facilitated.

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Provided dignity and solemnity of wedding ceremony upheld.

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Outside UK jurisdiction.

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

No - see above.

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See above.

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

N/A

Consultation Question 74:

No

Please expand on your answer:

To prevent abuses.

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(1) the same fee as other cases in which the registration officer must travel to the person giving notice, set nationally on a cost-recovery basis; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

2 applies in my view.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Dignity and solemnity must be legally defined and upheld at all wedding ceremonies.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

N/A

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

N/A

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :



Government preapproval to uphold dignity and solemnity of wedding ceremonies.

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Present system works well.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Wider choice of venues must not undermine solemnity and dignity of wedding ceremonies.

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Present system works well.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

As above.

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Some financial benefit to the maritime industry may accrue.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Financial benefit - see above.

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

Probably similar to present levels of costs at presently approved venues.
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

I had complete freedom to marry. I see no inhibitions in law to this and totally accept the need for formal registration process. This is so important in
combating illegal marriages, white marriages and also far more seriously, the danger of arranged marriages that can come about from accommodating
sharia law as a hard example and other highly dangerous acts that certainly exist here within the UK and are overlooked. Flexibility over the conduct of
wedding ceremonies will exacerbate the danger of pressurisation of unwanted marriages on young girls.

Consultation Question 3:



Please share your views below:

I had watched some weddings online and totally accepted the consequences. Quite frankly, if I were to have married at this time in many ways it would
have been easier as organising a full blown reception and ceremony in one day is well over the top in most cases and such an event being belated is no
bad thing. After all, the only thing one has after it all passes so quickly is the photo album and if anything the covid situation helps to show what marriage
is actually all about. After all it is high time, and this is a repeat reminder that this country absolutely must help to promote what this country has long
been needing to do for the good of everyone as well as a stable society and promote long lasting secure marriages. Sadly, the government has done the
complete opposite. It is now making divorce so easy resulting in higher divorce rates, more juvenile crime and not doing pro active work to stand hard
against domestic violence or bullying from a marital partner. The latter has really no attention and the divorce bill is supposed to have solved it. Rather it
will make it worse as now philanders and bluff marriages have a fully open door and this will ruin many people. Prevention is far better than cure and
more work on the prevention is needed, for which actually covid-19 has done a lot to help.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is another clear open door for white marriages and dangerous acts of arranged marriage on vulnerable young people. Marriage partners unseen
could be brought to the UK and wedded all upon one single tourist visa leading to unending problems and of course it is not unlikely that such instances
will involve terrorists that widespread media stories have long proven.

The real problems that I have seen legislation such as this causing are for couples who have married abroad and the English/Welsh partner cannot return
to the UK with their spouse because their marriage has not been recognised under UK law and they are faced with the prolonged wait for a fiance visa.
That is a separate matter but I do not see how seven days of residence should inhibit this problem as the difficulty lies with the Home Office and there
needs to be a proven case that the partner is intending to move to the UK and be resident with their newlywed spouse.

Consultation Question 5:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This relates to my previous question. If an online application can be made and then the in-person event takes place simply a few days before the
ceremony then no. Otherwise if it is more a logistical matter for properly planning and arranging a ceremony where I know from my own experience that
arranging an in-person interview can have complications then there is no issue. However, space must not be left for harm's way.

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

For reasons stated already, this must be well planned ahead so that the banns of marriage can be properly published and that the event be well notified.
Though there is a case for improving logistics for a couple to organise a wedding, such "fast food" service has little justification when no person has any
justification to rush lightly into into marriage. Furthermore it is unclear that any necessary checks through the person's national insurance number for
example can ensure that there is no legal impediment to a person getting married. Such checks cannot be performed until after this date when the
person has issued their identity or passport in person.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

I am wholeheartedly against remote interviews. Modern day technology and artificial intelligence can allow for such fraud that the person being
interviewed is impersonating a partner. This system is lending itself completely to sham and forced marriages that absolutely have to be barred.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

I fully support the continuation of this notice outside of England and Wales where it is clear that the need for transparency in marital banns should be
maintained.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Yes the announcements of marriage are in this day and age are somewhat medieval. Absolutely they should be made available online and this will be a
positive move as it actually gives a chance that such an announcement may unveil any impediments that exist. I do also support the point of risk of harm
where this is necessary. As such name changes are often used overcome these issues.

Consultation Question 10:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This also opens the door for irregularities. How can it be ensured that the schedule is returned after a marriage has taken place? If no date is assigned to
a wedding ceremony, there is no way to trace that a wedding did or did not take place. Ultimately a wedding that has taken place with an unreturned
schedule means that no marriage happened and allows space for one partner, with aides, to deceive the other. Another clear open door for fraud is here.

Consultation Question 11:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

As I am not in support of question 10, this question becomes irrelevant.

Consultation Question 12:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Also irrelevant by not supporting question 10.

Please share your views below:

Maintaining the current system where a schedule is issued no earlier than seven days before already accommodates any concerns automatically.

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

This is also an item of medieval way of publishing marriage banns that would have only mattered in the era of farming villages and market towns where
everyone knew everyone. We are in an age where we are international. Wider announcements online and further officiation should be made while also
transparency of evidencing divorcees/widows are certified to be legally married again. This is so necessary to provide confidence in the system.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

I fully support this of any clergy in and outside the Anglican church that they can be satisfied of all surrounding evidence and knowledge of a couple to
legitimately carry out a marriage ceremony and hold the necessary responsibility in doing so.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Absolutely both persons should be in attendance at a ceremony. There is no means as to which they can otherwise be bound by law and that failure is on
their part if there is an impediment from which they can be legitimately sentenced based on the witness of two people and the officiator. This is then
subsequently meaning that the schedule is signed by the same persons. Any other method is blatantly open to fraud.

Consultation Question 18:



Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

I have no problem with the established church maintaining its ground to conduct full wedding ceremonies that are clearly within a legal framework. I
would note that for transparency that there are also included an officiator and a voluntary registrar locally within any church that can ensure such civil
preliminaries are fully accounted for.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I would presume that auditing processes are maintained in this matter and as such that would be satisfactory.

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I would further add that any religious organisation should be registered as a charity and to my mind this is the only basis on which it can form a legitimate
set of trustees and recognition to enable the authorisation to officiate weddings. Furthermore no reference is given here as to the premises on which it
may take place. While it is acknowledged that the UK in comparison to other large countries is unusual to restrict the location of a marriage to licensed
premises, there is a need to ensure that facilitating the formality of declaring the covenant before witnesses is ensured. This makes such locations (e.g. a
public toilet, swimming pool or public area drowned by noise) impractical or unacceptable. While I am not against the holding of ceremonies in homes,
gardens or open parks/gardens as good examples, matters of health and safety, integrity and practicality are of utmost importance to ensure that a
marriage ceremony was formally conducted before witnesses and recorded correctly at an address or georaphical location. The inappropriate examples I
have given will not ensure this is correctly conducted. Should ceremonies wish to be conducted at such locations as a "blessing" or "celebration", they
may do so if not a danger to health and safety and that permissions are granted by the local authority but the legal formalities must be conducted at
another suitable location.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:



I support this move, which will act as a support to combat the facilitation of sham or forced marriages.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Nomination is allowable though must undergo ratification and certification by local registration office.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This further opens a door for fraud that independent officiants can be facilitating easily sham marriages through the back door as there is no
transparency with regard to their work enabling them to be hired privately.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I do not support independent officiants so this question is irrelevant.

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is particularly important in distinguishing religious from non religious weddings where even law is in place on what music can or can't be played at
such ceremonies.

Consultation Question 37:

Other



Please expand on your answer:

Yes this is acceptable except for cases where an officiant is found to be in breach of law. As such judiciary action on that organisation is necessary.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Under this premise, the marriage ceremony can literally be reduced to the signing of papers by both parties, and presumably, by the witnesses. Neither
party is required to solemnly declare that they know of no legal impediment while at the same time there is no indication that they will give the dignity to
enter the covenant they are entering into with the other partner. Anything short of this just reduces the so called marriage to be a legal contract that will
then changes the legal rights one has to one another compared to when they were not married.

There is a huge difference in someone solemnly declaring that they legally can and will marry another person. To not do so is to take away the realisation
of the conscious act that both partners are declaring in front of witnesses. This is fundamentally different from a contractual agreement that only focuses
on a binding agreement that one party has made with another, it does not change the characteristic status of the individual. Marriage on the other hand
changes the marital status and characteristic of the individual, which is a protected characteristic under the equality and human rights act. An important
parallel here is drawn against the oath for British citizenship as well as swearing an oath in court. Both require a solemn declaration that can simply not
be replaced by signing of papers as it is necessary to show that the person has consciously made the declaration. In all these scenarios, the signing of
papers is a concluding record and affirmation of a declaration.

Consultation Question 43:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This makes common sense to protect the preferences of individuals to characterise a wedding as fitting to their freedom of belief. But at the same time a
ceremony that is officially secular must not be made to mimic a ceremony that is of a given religion. This is important in protecting religion as current
legislation requires that religious music may not be played or other religious rites used in a secular wedding.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Other

Please expand on your answer:



In relation to my answer to question 43, this is a yes and no answer. There is a strong need for a clear line to be drawn as to what is and is not a religious
ceremony. The existence of a single prayer would denote the ceremony as religious. The same would be true by any amendment of the vows that could
be all but in name exactly in line with that of a given religion. However, the recital of a poem that makes reference to a greater being can be permissible
as a religious act. Therefore the fundamental boundary to set here is the removal of acts of sacrament, prayer or worship must be strictly prohibited. To
not do so forms a religious event from a state event upon state premises, which can then cause an imposition of the state on a religion while also inviting
the possibility of imposing standard religious practises onto a secular civil event at civil premises.

There is a clear notion here that such legislation is allowing two individuals to craft their wedding to the exact form which will satisfy their preferences
and possibly those of family and friends present. Given the limited time window available to conduct a civil ceremony at a registry office, this leaves little
room to move from fixed formalities. At other premises and under the banner of a religious organisation, such variations of quasi or fully religious
ceremonies would be within the legal free bounds that a religion or belief system may hold.

Please share your views below:

Expanding on this, permissible content at a formal civil ceremony at an official registry office may include:

A poem being read with reference to a greater being.
The singing of a song with reference to a greater being but by an individual or stage group, not those present.
The officiation must only be given by a civil registrar.
An address may be given by a minister of religion at the event but it is to be assured they are doing so in a personal capacity without any prayer, worship
or other sacremental act.

Consultation Question 46:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This is to be permissible if still after a civil wedding ceremony, the married couple choose to attend a religious blessing. This is favourable for those who
are of different nationality and thus may require a civil ceremony to legally marry.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I would disagree with this point as it inhibits access to the right of an individual to declare an impediment to a marriage where every opportunity must be
provided. Furthermore there is a need for that opportunity to be undertaken in "closed form" immediately prior to the ceremony so that an individual
may do so without the pressure of doing so in front of an audience.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As noted before there are clearly inappropriate locations where a formal ceremony cannot be held within the bounds of health and safety, integrity and
practicality are of utmost importance to ensure that a marriage ceremony was formally conducted before witnesses and recorded correctly at an address
or geographical location.

It is clear that any wedding event at a given location must undergo a formal health and safety risk assessment (where for example within public toilets
would fail), an assessment that meets the practical needs of forming a solemn declaration (where for example the middle of a pedestrianised shopping
street would fail).

Furthermore the conduct of weddings outdoors cannot be justified in adverse weather conditions as they will violate the environmental requirements for
making a solemn declaration from which the legality of a marriage could be legitimately questioned.

Anything to inhibit the ability to make a solemn declaration would be out of kilter with other countries and taking a backward attitude to marriage as a
covenant. This is crucial to the integrity of conducting a marriage ceremony.

Based on the above assessment there are clear indications of locations where a wedding ceremony absolutely cannot happen while at the same time
there is a welcome opportunity, in line with other countries to open the option to locations such as open parks/gardens as well as private homes where
desired that do meet the criteria.

in the air, and/or

Please share your views below:



Of outdoors, inland waters and private homes they would be subject to the points of practicality, integrity and health and safety noted before. To justify a
wedding in the air is out of bounds as it did not take place at a fixed location from which a ceremony can be recorded on a schedule and it does not meet
the criteria of integrity because such an event will not create a conducive environment for such a ceremony.

Consultation Question 49:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This will be in line with the opportunity and accessibility to the legal right to declare an impediment. This will require an access to a location any time up
to the ceremony at least while it may be impractical that any person can attend such an event.

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

No

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There is a case that religious organisations may wish to conduct a wedding at another venue and this is in line with other countries and many religious
organisations do not have their own licensed premises. The conduct of civil weddings at religious premises however cannot be enforced, it must always
the the right of the religious organisation with regard to what it will or will not permit at its venue. This has been particularly a problem where religious
venues not for worship (e.g. a conference events/centre) may be enforced to conduct civil weddings as well if they wish to be a venue for a religious
wedding only. Such freedoms are currently not available and would be welcome.

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is in part, but on matters of health and safety and legal bounds nationally and by a local authority this should be well established within which an
officiant can realise a suited venue that meets set criteria of health and safety, integrity and practicality.

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes this is in line with my point of health and safety, integrity and practicality that fit with safety and dignity. However, the bar for dignity appears too low
in this consultation by suggesting that in the air could be such a location. This is far from true. I would further note the importance of having a fixed
location so that the address or coordinate of where the event took place can be formally recorded. This is of vital importance.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, in cooperation with national guidelines and the local authority.

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes in line with required guidelines.

Please share your views below:

A local authority should have a vetting and approval process for venues in their municipality that may or may not host a wedding. Locations may be
legitimately ruled out by virtue of health and safety as well as dignity.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

This reinforces my point that a wedding location must have a clear address or national grid location to log the time and place of the wedding. Witness
signatures should also be included.

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I have zero confidence that such a system could be running effectively to replace the in person signature with witnesses and an authorised officiator. This
is by far the most effective authentication. It is clear that electronic electoral voting is still far from reliable and far from possible to implement without
vulnerabilities to fraud. This has an equal level of problem and technology is far too premature.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I am strongly against the allowance of a marriage in the absence of witnesses, which is an other open door to sham marriages. Errors with a schedule
should rarely occur and such errors can be easily remedied.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Any marriage requires a certification and cannot be something to be assumed without any officiation.

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I would still see that this is essential in order that it is formally understood that the ceremony is taking place and scheduled by full consent of both parties.
It is also highly necessary that the ill party has all conscious faculties still in operation to consent to a marriage formally. Enabling a marriage otherwise
stands a serious risk of inheritance fraud that must never be possible. Thus on the above if the terminally ill party is unable to be interviewed, this is a
reasonable measure to indicate they are unfit to marry.

Consultation Question 64:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No comment.

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I would say that any party under house arrest or imprisonment by virtue of their punishment may not marry while detained. Therefore any schedule to
marry would be for purposes when their sentence has ended.

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

In an age of advanced technology and artificial intelligence in modern day communications, a remotely conducted wedding has no justification even
under a national emergency. Furthermore the lack of reliability of Internet connectivity opens a greater problem that solemn declarations and the clarity
of where they are directed can never be fully authenticated. This is a highly dangerous avenue for marriage ceremonies that can never be justified and
will indirectly create a form of marriage of a person to a robot that is wholly illegal.

Given that the impact of postponed weddings in comparison to other matters in the current national emergency are small in magnitude, there is little
case to justify alternate marriage arrangements. Furthermore similar postponements regularly occur outside of a national emergency, a notable
postponement is where one spouse faces a breavement close to the wedding date.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not relevant

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is not an acceptable location because a definitive location can not be referenced unlike on dry land. This has as much a problem as for a case in the
air. A wedding on the sea shore can be jusfified where a designated area can be made clear of individuals to enable the environment for solemn
declarations to be made.

Consultation Question 69:

No



Please expand on your answer:

Again no fixed location and this does not hold as justified while also the vessel may be registered under another country that leads to problems of
defining where the marriage has taken place much in the vein of duty free shopping.

A moving vessel is not conducive to the dignified environment to conduct a solemn declaration.

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Again this is not a fixed location and unjustified.

Consultation Question 71:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not relevant

Consultation Question 72:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not relevant

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not relevant.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not relevant

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Not relevant, the are principally wrong.

Consultation Question 74:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not relevant.

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Special forms of wedding should have costs borne by the couple.

Consultation Question 76:

(1) the same fee as other cases in which the registration officer must travel to the person giving notice, set nationally on a cost-recovery basis; or

Please expand on your answer:

It is still a choice of the couple and they should choose to bear the costs.



Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

There is little evidence to suggest that any changes proposed will increase popularity for marriage. The biggest inhibitions are related to that of finance
discussed in the next question.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

One of the biggest inhibitions to marriage at the present time is the cost of getting married that is too high for under privileged couples who already have
children and wish to marry. This is inevitably something important for the children and any social support for marriage should be directly pumped
towards providing marriage preparation services in cooperation with charities already offering such services while also enabling support to cover the cost
of fees that can be equally done in collaboration with charities promoting healthy marriages. This is particularly important as couples who have
co-habited prior to marriage are twice as likely to get divorced. Therefore it is important to support co-habiting couples into marriage who wish to do so.

The next group of people who do not marry, yet have children, are those who do not believe it is necessary. Promotion of marriage by government and
the incentives will be important in encouraging such couples of towards such commitment for a stable society.



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YFQN-3

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-30 00:43:29

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I'm in a legally recognised marriage.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Many smaller churches at present do not have their own authorised person to officiate at weddings, which might be conducted relatively infrequently.
They therefore rely on the availability of a local registration officer, who is familiar with all the correct legal procedures. It would be an undue burden for
such churches to identify an independent officiant rather than engage a staff member from the local registration office.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

I am very unhappy with the phrase 'purposes that are....contrary to public policy or morality.' This is very subjective and fluid. 'Public morality' embraces a
very wide range of opinions and behaviour. Such an exclusion could prevent perfectly legal religious organisations who hold firmly to a traditional view of
weddings and marriage from nominating an officiant simply because their stance on some moral issue is out of step with what is vaguely considered by
some people to be current 'public morality'.

I think that organisations that promote unlawful activities or are involved in anti-democratic campaigning or which seek to undermine the rule of law
should more properly be excluded.



Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Currently civil registrars and religious officiants are permitted to officiate at legally valid weddings. I noted in the Law Commission's briefing notes that
one of the reasons for promoting changes in the current laws for weddings was to reduce their cost. It seems to me that setting up a 'market' in
independent officiants is almost certain to add an additional cost to many weddings. Further, it is likely that the officiant who is most 'lenient/flexible' with
the procedures which he/she requires would be favoured. This will probably have the effect of downgrading the seriousness of the wedding ceremony.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

While I agree with this proposal I would expect it to be extremely difficult (ie impossible) to manage, monitor or control. Hence my reservations expressed
in my answer to question 29.

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I would like the Law Commission to define 'dignity' and 'solemnity' in this context. Certainly the officiants should hold the view that a wedding should be a
dignified and suitably solemn occasion but they should also seek to ensure that the ceremony is conducted in such a spirit. Some of the examples given
in the Law Commission's summary proposals seem not to meet these criteria.

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I find this proposal very disturbing. Marriage is more than a couple of signatures on a piece of paper - or no doubt despatched electronically in future! It
is, or should be, a public occasion which anyone can attend at which serious declarations and promises are made and witnessed openly.
Thus an invitation at this public ceremony for anyone to state that they know of an impediment and a declaration from the parties proposing to marry
that they know of no such impediments is essential.
Also the seriousness of an intended lifelong commitment should be phrased in properly prescribed words as at present. These statements are minimal
and there is plenty of flexibility round them for individuals to express their own thoughts and intentions but the core promises are essential to preserve
the proper legality of the marriage.
If nothing is said audibly by the couple and one of the participants decided not to sign the Schedule at the last minute how do those attending the
wedding know that the couple hasn't actually got married?
The proposal is far too casual and insecure. It seems that someone could get married without actually being present at the ceremony if they'd pre-signed
the Schedule.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As I've intimated in my answer to question 42, a legal wedding ceremony should be a public occasion with at least some elements recognised by society,
by the public and by the state. If the ceremony is left entirely to the discretion and fancy of the parties and the officiant, is it difficult to see how the Law
Commission's proposal for a dignified and suitably solemn ceremony can be ensured.
There can still be scope for a 'fanciful wedding' at which the predilections of the parties can be indulged but which has no legal status - such has occurred
in the past.
But I think it would be extremely damaging for the status of legitimate weddings for this 'anything goes' proposal to be carried forward.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I've already stated several times in my answers that I think open access to weddings is essential. A marriage is not just a private affair but is of significance
to society.
Forced marriage is still practiced in many countries throughout the world and sadly is not uncommon in our own society. Removing the legal requirement
for public access will probably make such forced marriages easier to conduct.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

While I think that there is scope for the range of buildings legally permitted to hold wedding ceremonies to be expanded I think that the criteria of
'dignified', 'serious', suitably 'solemn' and 'safe' should be retained for the locations.
It is crucially important that the wedding ceremony should not be trivialised or become a joke.
I'm aware that certain venues which have been used to hold non-legal marriages in the past have been chosen as 'good fun' locations. This is not
consistent with the stated criteria of 'dignified and safe' proposed by the Law Commission for legal marriages.

outdoors,

Please share your views below:

An outdoor public location would be fine but the other three options above are too limiting.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

A clear definition of 'safe' and 'dignified' is needed. This should be provided by the General Register Office - see below.
Clear safeguards are necessary.



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

N/A

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

N/A

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

My wife and I were married in a registry office in March, 1977. This was the most convenient for us at the time. We would have preferred to have been
married in a church but we were limited because we were both living away from the churches where we belonged. Instead we had a wedding blessing in
my wife's church in the evening of the same day. As both of us are Christian, we believe in the sanctity, seriousness and security of full legal commitment
without recourse to divorce. At the time we had no other options but were determined to get married without delay.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Other

Please expand on your answer:



N/A

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Residency requirements.

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

N/A

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Couples intending to marry should be able to show relational connections which establish the seriousness of their intentions (like professional
references). These have no connection to time of residence at a particular location. As far as I can see, for the reading of banns, residence of only a week
is meaningless as no-one can get to know the individuals intending to marry in such a short time to decide whether the are eligible or not to marry.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Online is the modern method of communication and suffices for such.

Consultation Question 6:

three days;

Please expand on your answer:

Once the validity of marriage of each partner is verified, why should they be stopped from marrying (administration delays aside)?

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

That is fine.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Yes.

Consultation Question 9:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I would emphasise the need for evidence of referees to have been able to speak into the appropriateness of the marriage of couples wishing to get
married. These reference documents can be held by each partner and supplied at an in-person interview.

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The officiant is second in importance to the contractual part of the ceremony and I'm sure most partners would prefer to be married than have to wait
until the officiant is available again or until another officiant has been recruited.

Please share your views below:

No. A date for the wedding can be negotiated by mutual consent with the officiant. Widening the circumstances invites manipulation and/or shady
practice.

Consultation Question 13:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Notice of intention to marry can be put online as well as published in churches verbally. Both are necessary.

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Banns should be connected to the locality/localities where each partner has been resident for (in my opinion) at least the previous 5 years, as well as
placed online.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes to both parts.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage as a divine ordinance should be protected.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

...provided no law is contravened.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Yes. The UK has a Christian heritage of monogamy (amongst other things) which has enabled a high degree of foundational stability and solidity for
society in the past. Therefore this heritage needs to be protected in law where sometimes radical minority groups might want to change these
foundational principles.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Yes.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Provided there is a vetting process in place.

Consultation Question 30:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Too vague. There must be some sort of vetting procedure - preferably a written exam-type document (it doesn't have to be long or extensive) to which
prospective officiants can be held accountable. Also a face-to-face interview (can be online).

Consultation Question 31:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Definitely.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Very necessary - as a booklet, for example, containing all the necessary statements for a contractual pledge of loyalty, as per the prayer book in the
Anglican Church.

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Two references should be asked for from the organisation, one of which must already be a registered officiant.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

How will this be acted upon? OFSTED? There must be a means whereby this can be regulated.

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

...provided the contractual pledges have been made clearly and audibly.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

In my opinion the words "before God" (in the sense that marriage is "before God" as He is involved in human affairs whether or not we like it or believe in
Him) should be included in every wedding ceremony whether civil or religious.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This would impose a too restrictive straight-jacket on those who are unable to fulfil the wedding requirements (as in my own case). As a couple my wife
and I could not repeat at the church blessing the pledges made at the registry office as it would have been after sunset. Better to have a time limitation
(e.g. a religious service no more than 36 hours after the civil ceremony)

Consultation Question 47:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

...provided the minimum number of persons are present to constitute a relevant witness to the ceremony (e.g. 4 persons including the officiant).

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

...provided it doesn't diminish the seriousness of the occasion, and provided that the required number of persons can be fitted in at the location to
witness the pledges.

Please share your views below:

...anywhere, provided due attention is paid to the health and safety of those getting married and those witnessing the pledges.

Consultation Question 49:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 50:

Yes

No

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

In the current broadened definition of marriage, religious groups (and the buildings they own) need to be protected where their beliefs do not coincide
with same-sex marriage, for example.

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is necessary for health and safety considerations.

Please share your views below:

Health and Safety Executive.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

In order to satisfactorily witness a pledge, it must be understood by the witnesses present. So assurances must be given to the officiant that sufficient
speakers of the language can witness the pledges of the couple getting married will be present.

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



No

Please expand on your answer:

I believe part 3 above should constitute grounds for rendering a marriage void, but which might be instated (with retrospective effect if necessary
provided proof of prior relationship can be given).

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

I know of none. I believe such weddings should be allowed.

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, to avoid shady business.

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Provided the necessary personnel are available at the location.

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Only on vessels above a certain tonnage displacement (e.g. 1000 tons) and with an officiant and sufficient personnel for witnessing the pledges.

Consultation Question 71:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Don't know, but having the option of a wedding at sea (except perhaps between those involved in military conflict at sea) is useful and may be helpful for
some.

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:



(1) the same fee as other cases in which the registration officer must travel to the person giving notice, set nationally on a cost-recovery basis; or

Please expand on your answer:

Not discriminatory.

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

It is easy (and perhaps desirable from an administrative point of view) for a government to make marriage easier than it may be at present while at the
same time diminishing its seriousness. This should be resisted. It is a financial incentive that might really make marriage more attractive. Online
registration and officiation may give marriage a boost in popularity when it happens as well as making its administration more efficient..

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

High costs are a huge disincentive for partners to marry, especially in a recession. A selection of pre-approved low-cost locations would be helpful.



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Nothing to say.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Nothing to say.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Nothing to say.

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Nothing to say.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Nothing to say.

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

None that I know of.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Nothing to say.

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Nothing to say.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Nothing to say.

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

I don't know.
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

N/A

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::
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If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
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Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I'm currently single; however if I were seeking marriage, I would want to celebrate it in a church context. I believe it should be:
- a public ceremony
- a legal ceremony
- a Christian ceremony

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I will simply quote Dr Martin Luther King Jr.: a just law is one that squares with God's written law (the Bible); whereas an unjust law is one that is out of
harmony with Scripture.

I have the same belief too

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage should never be taken lightly or selfishly

Other



Please expand on your answer:

It doesn't affect me but I imagine several others potentially have felt impacted

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

I'm thankful that weddings could still happen, even with the limitations. I am especially grateful that churches can legally remain open to hold a wedding
ceremony

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I'm neither side of this argument; I'd ask the question, what's that current requirement to be abolished replaced with?

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Persons giving notice online or by post should verify themselves via in-person interview.

Consultation Question 6:

three days;

Please expand on your answer:

I'd say three days as a guideline; otherwise, no need to be overly prescriptive

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

The option for interviews to take place remotely should be given where attending an in-person interview is not possible (e.g. in the case of current times)

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

No significant views

Consultation Question 9:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Answered from a GDPR perspective; don't marriage notices have the identifying information displayed?

Consultation Question 10:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No real view on the matter

Consultation Question 11:

Other



Please expand on your answer:

No real view on the matter

Consultation Question 12:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Only if agreed by the officiant and the couple to be married, and with a minimum timeframe specified

Please share your views below:

That should be dealt with within the venue premises on a site-by-site basis

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I don't think this should change necessarily, but it should be dealt with by the staff at the site.

Consultation Question 14:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I don't think this should change necessarily

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

I'm not aware that banns to authorise an Anglican wedding were published only in the church where the wedding should take place. I've no strong
opinions on the matter.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

No strong views; no comment

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

No strong opinions

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Can you please elaborate on what you mean by civil preliminaries? And also, would you be implying that all 'weddings' of any nature be preceded, as
such?

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The officiant should be recognised as a minister of the church (or site) at which the wedding takes place.

Consultation Question 20:



No

Please expand on your answer:

This would affect my church, as we, as far as I know, rely on registration officers to oversee the signing, as do many other churches. The proposed change
would make officiating weddings much harder to do unnecessarily, especially if some of these churches (or other places of worship) have relatively few
weddings or if they have no such minister (in the case of a very small church or place of worship), and so would be unfamiliar with the legal proceedings.

The consultation highlights that around half of places of worship registered for weddings do not have a person authorised to conduct weddings. This
includes churches, who are able to conduct weddings at the moment but will not be able to under the proposals unless they appoint an authorised
person.

This requirement to take responsibility for unfamiliar legalities in order to hold a religious ceremony would be an unnecessary barrier to many places of
worship, including churches.

Consultation Question 21:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No strong opinion on the question.

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As long as they agree to the tenets of the church in which the wedding is to take place.

Consultation Question 23:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Please define what you mean by relevant governing authority (i.e. can exact examples be given?)

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No real strong opinion

Please share your views below:

I'm not exactly clear how this would be entirely helpful

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

To say “contrary to public policy or morality” is too subjective and vague an assessment. It would risk those with unpopular but entirely legal (and might I
add valid) views being excluded from nominating officiants.

I will say the right choice isn't necessarily always the most popular.

Instead, the criteria to be used should focus on objective criteria, including promoting purposes that are illegal or support illegal activity (such as
terrorism), that would encourage the violent overthrow of democracy, or that undermine the rule of law, or put the general safety of society at risk.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:



So long as organisations are clear on the proceedings

Consultation Question 28:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No real strong opinions

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Currently, wedding officiants are either highly trained registrars or religious representatives who are likely to have strongly-held beliefs on marriage; this
should be maintained in the consultation.

Independent officiants (or ‘celebrants’) can currently conduct weddings that are not
legally binding. These have included, but have not been limited to ceremonies that have been underwater, held in a sadomasochism dungeon, at a comic
book convention with a couple dressed as fictional characters, and at a ruined leper hospital on Hallowe’en. Such ceremonies could be legally binding if
independent officiants were allowed, and overlook the dignity of marriage.

Having an independent officiant conduct a pseudo-religious ceremony could misrepresent the religious group’s position on, for example, same-sex
marriage; or there might be beliefs from more than one religion brought into a single ceremony, giving a distorted picture of all the faiths involved,
especially if there's a clash between the viewpoints of the officiant and whoever is getting married.

Also, if one of the goals of the Law Commission of 2018 given by the Government is to reduce the costs of wedding venues, the proposed change here
would defeat that goal, because you would effectively open up a market for independent
officiants. This then makes wedding vows a commercial concern; those more willing to be flexible with the ceremony would be likely to profit the most,
encouraging people to push the boundaries.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

You don't want just anyone officiating your wedding, would you?

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Should be discussed on a case-by-case basis

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Independent 'celebrants' should not be authorised as independent officiants without the necessary training

Consultation Question 35:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Marriage should be considered a sacred heterosexual union between one man and one woman who have given consent to each other in the presence of
the Lord God Almighty.

You can have your own opinion if you wish, but by reading this response, you cannot any longer say you did not know that anyone held such an opinion.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

If it can be demonstrated that the body who nominated them 'fails to act'.

Consultation Question 39:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

As with Question 38

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is founded on solemn promises made between two parties and the prescribed words form a foundation for the declarations that are required
for a marriage. Under these proposals, the wedding ceremony can be as meaningless as a couple or officiant chooses, and legal marriage can become
nothing more than a Government certificate - marriage should be seen as more than a mere contract.

The prescribed words are only a small part of the entire wedding ceremony. The rules are already extremely flexible about what happens in the rest of
the ceremony. Yet it is hard to imagine a genuine wedding taken seriously in which the prescribed words could not be included at some stage.

Also, marriage is meant to be a public matter; removing the prescribed words could give the wrong impression that the marriage is a purely private
matter.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:



It matters more that a legal wedding ceremony reflects the seriousness of the commitment the parties are making than that it is personalised to the
couple.

If people can entirely customise their own weddings, they might blend together different elements from faith ceremonies inappropriately, effectively
making a parody of those ceremonies. This could be highly offensive to people of those faiths, and also reduce it to little more than a encouragement to
commercialisation.

Consultation Question 44:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

In principle this is acceptable, as long as said groups can either accept or refuse without any legal implications.

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

No strong opinions

Consultation Question 46:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The ‘open doors’ requirement is a valuable part of wedding day celebrations, making it clear that marriage is not a private affair, but rather is important to
society as a whole. This proposal would only enhance the notion that marriage is entirely private, but overlooks marriage as the building block of
cohesion for society, and the sacred nature of marriage.

The opposite is also important to note; weddings which are not publicly accessible make a statement that the marriage is private and of interest only to
the couple, but as detailed above, that is not the case.

Ensuring that weddings are open to any member of the public, rather than just those invited, is a way of protecting against forced marriage and bigamy
or for any other reason in law why they should not be legally married ('you are to declare it now'), for example.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

There are clear advantages to changing the system. Many churches that do not own their own premises but worship in shared buildings like community
centres or schools cannot currently hold weddings in those venues. In that regard, this would be a welcome change.

On the flipside, it is unclear about safeguards preventing inappropriate venues from be used (e.g. casinos, etc.). . How will the dignity of such ceremonies
be guaranteed?

The Law Commission has made it clear it sees no objection to weddings “in the air”, suggesting that the terms ‘dignified’ and ‘safe’ could be interpreted
very broadly

on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

Weddings are public affairs, not a merely private thing between the couple.

Consultation Question 49:



Other

Please expand on your answer:

Can you clarify the safeguards?

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Other

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The nature of the wedding should reflect the beliefs of the couple and the site in question

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No strong opinions

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Safe and dignified are desirable, but the terms have the potentially to be viewed too broadly.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Such advice should be reviewed by religious groups and organisations as well

Consultation Question 53:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No real strong opinions; I'd say that the couple should be comfortable in the venue as well

Please share your views below:

Can you really put a one-size-fits-all system?

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences



Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Won't this proposal put happily married couples at risk?

Consultation Question 60:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

N/A

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No real viewpoint I have

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If they can be done safely, with dignity and publically

Consultation Question 69:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

I'd say cruise ships should be reserved for honeymoons

Consultation Question 71:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Save for honeymoons

Consultation Question 72:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Save for honeymoons

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Again, save for honeymoons

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Same answer as above

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Nope, none that I'm aware of

Consultation Question 74:

Other



Please expand on your answer:

No strong opinion

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Should reflect the ability of couple to pay

Consultation Question 77:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

That's allowed . . . I guess

Consultation Question 78:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No strong opinion

Consultation Question 79:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No strong opinion

Consultation Question 80:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No strong opinion

Consultation Question 81:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No strong opinion

Consultation Question 82:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No strong opinion

Consultation Question 83:

(2) there should be no fee.

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 84:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No strong opinion

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Current law does NOT discourage or prevent couples from getting married.
I have mixed opinions about the provisional proposals as you'll see from my answers to these questions.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please add safeguards for religious groups/organisations to be able to accept or refuse couples (who hold a difference of opinion or belief) to hold
wedding.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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Personal response
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This was a good law when it was made but people now live and work many miles apart and it may not be possible.
It is essential, however, that the public has access to the marriage proposals.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Provided that the interview definitely took place and was not overlooked.

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

Interviews should ideally take place before any wedding bookings are made. Couples need to understand the solemnity of the marriage vows and that a
wedding is not just an excuse for a party.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

It is far more difficult to read someone's body language remotely so this proposal might be just what fraudsters are looking for. Maybe a celebrant in the
"remote" area could do an in-person interview on behalf of a local one?

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

It sound reasonable as lots of people work away from their home area. I'm sure adequate safeguards would be needed.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It would be accessible to far more people than those at present who read notices outside Register Offices or go to Church!

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is needed in the present-day pandemic situation but possibly not in normal times.

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Obviously necessary.

Please share your views below:

Not sure.

Consultation Question 13:



Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not sure. I'd prefer to think the British Isles was all one!

Consultation Question 14:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not sure. We're not expecting a war but these things happen.

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

I think they now have to be published in the parish of each of the couple as well as the parish where the wedding is to take place and this is a safeguard
which I think should be retained.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

This seems like a good idea or even essential in the case of checking documents.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

I agree.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Their duties as "civil servants" for the conduct and recording of weddings and funerals should be an essential part of incumbents' training.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

This is very difficult and needs clear guidelines set by qualified, competent people - but I am not sure what the definition of a qualified competent person
should be!

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The number should be far far higher than 20 - more like several thousands so that is is a bona fide organisation.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Definitely agree.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Possibly, because individuals come and go so often.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is very re-assuring.

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Anything else would be difficult to police!



Consultation Question 34:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I can't see why not, especially for sparsely populated areas.

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Very definitely.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

but monitoring should also come from a higher authority.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I do agree but the cpd should be available and accessible to all.

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

With safeguards so that the ceremony is dignified.



Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It is to be hoped that these organisations would not allow other than dignified ceremonies.

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

For instance: divorced people are not allowed to marry in many Anglican Churches but a devoutly Christian couple need a Church blessing afterwards to
feel that God is included in their marriage.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

For a marriage to be legal it needs to be conducted openly.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The setting needs to be dignified and special so that the couple understands the solemnity of the vows they are taking.

in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

A park or a waterway can be calm and dignified. Air travel is by definition, hurried, and private homes are not open to the public. (A wedding of a very sick
person would be an exception).

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Couples need to be sure of their commitment and have the courage to announce their love publicly.

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

No

Please expand on your answer:

provided that the officiant is in agreement.

Consultation Question 51:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

as it is proposed that officiants should be properly trained.

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

for economic reasons

Please share your views below:

The General Register Office should be responsible and should set up approprtate procedures.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

1 and 3 are OK but I think there should always be witnesses.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

except I know nothing about same-sex marriages (b ii). It can't be called a marriage as marriage is between one man and one woman.

Consultation Question 59:

Other



Please expand on your answer:

Don't know. Doesn't a marriage have to be consummated to be valid?

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

They are special cases who should not be overlooked.

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It is important that the sick person knows what he/she is doing.

Consultation Question 64:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Don't know. There must be provision for people who need to get married in a hurry.

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Because British cruise ships now register in Nassau or Hamilton so that they can conduct weddings on board. British ships should be able to register in
their own country.

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Probably.

Consultation Question 71:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

I have no personal experience but I think there could be.

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Perhaps it could also be emailed in advance.

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

The current law is a safeguard. The new proposals would still be "law" which frightens people. Perhaps more education is required in schools - under
citizenship.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

These costs are negligible in comparison to the enormous sums spent on the dresses etc., reception and honeymoon, which would be better put towards
house purchase, starting a family or saving for retirement/care home fees.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I leave it to young recently-married people to express a view on this.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YFQB-Q

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-30 02:49:20

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

It is nobody else's business and I am responding to the call to answer questions on the basis that I do not have to submit all my details publicly

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:



Please share your views below:

They were all cancelled!

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Since marriage is a public and a legal declaration, it is right that notice be given.

This brings an air of anticipation and gravity to the occasion when it arrives as well as providing chance for lawful objections

Consultation Question 5:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is trying to circumvent a time-honored process.

Sometimes it is good to slow things down - not everything needs speeding up.

Also, not everyone is online

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

The longer the better!

More support for married couples should be provided in the interim and the whole process spread out to ensure that all parties are fully aware of what
they are getting into

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Nope

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 9:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Only if it is accompanied by the in-person banns of marriage and public declarations

Consultation Question 10:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

It should remain so

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

This could prevent sham/forced weddings

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage as we know it is a Christian tradition and removing it from the church would be an egregious move

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This already happens, each of these duties is ably performed by the Anglican priest.

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

People may have different reasons for not wanting/being able to be married in a church, but having a priest there can be a comfort and spiritual support
(something many civil weddings lack)

Consultation Question 21:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This should be the local authority

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Really, anybody could then officiate a wedding under that criteria - this is NOT a game!

Please share your views below:

Take your pick!

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Again, no!

This is not a game or a job to be sub-contracted to anyone who wants.

It is serious, solemn bbusiness .

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

No, because that is a changing world and public opinion/morality can turn on a dime.

There needs to be a level of continuity.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

No, the wording here is trying to circumvent the normal process.

Consultation Question 28:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Really, anybody could then officiate a wedding under that criteria - this is NOT a game!

Consultation Question 30:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Please expand on your definition of 'fit and proper' before I can answer

Consultation Question 31:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Really, anybody could then officiate a wedding under that criteria - this is NOT a game!

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I provisionally agree, however some churches are popular wedding venues and this helps keep them alive and so there needs to be more clarity on the
business explanation.

If the main purpose is to make money from weddings then no. But if the main purpose is to be a house of worship but their main income is from
weddings then that is different.

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Let's not make it extortionate though since this goes against the spirit of the solemn occasion

Consultation Question 34:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If people want to hold a non-religious ceremony but have a religious person there, that should be OK

Consultation Question 35:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This does not go far enough!

Officiants should have a wider responsibility to ensure that the content and tone of the legal ceremony upholds the dignity and solemnity of marriage.

Proposals also need to define what is meant by ‘dignity’ and ‘solemnity’.

This is not a game or test to be passed - it is a vocation and holy service to be rendered.

Consultation Question 36:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The Anglican Church has been doing this rather well for centuries!

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Firstly, it should not be possible for someone to get married without being present at the wedding ceremony.

Simply signing the marriage schedule is inadequate.

Being able to say anything they like or nothing at all is a major departure from the public declarations always considered foundational to the legal
marriage ceremony.

This risks undermining the solemnity of the wedding ceremony and denying the seriousness of the commitment being made.

There is already a large amount of flexibility in the wedding ceremony - with the prescribed words being minimal and couples can add to them in all sorts
of ways.

It is not very much to ask that some specific phrases are used to show that both people freely consent to the lifetime commitment they are entering into.

The idea that a couple should be able to completely personalise their ceremony comes from a wrong view of marriage.

A wedding is not just about the couple. The couple enter into a union which is understood by society and has been legally defined. So society and the law
have an interest in the making of a public declaration.

The logic of a wholly self-defined marriage ceremony is for marriage to be decoupled from the law and wider society.

Marriage would become an entirely private matter, rather like a personal hobby.

Consultation Question 43:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

It is the the seriousness and solemnity of a marriage ceremony that is at stake here.

A particular ceremony should not just be allowed because the couple wants it, but because it is appropriate for such a significant event.

The idea that a couple should be able to choose everything about a wedding ceremony comes from a wrong view of marriage. A wedding is a public
declaration in which society and the state have an interest.

Unofficial wedding ceremonies have included all sorts ofwwhacky themes and it is very doubtful that many of these reflected how seriously marriage
should be taken.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Singing hymns, saying prayers, jhaving a bblessing

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The “open doors” requirement helps convey the public nature of wedding declarations.

The open doors requirement was introduced hundreds of years ago as a protection against forced marriage - this is still a problem in our society.

In addition, removing the requirement encourages a false perception that marriage is a private matter without any public significance.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Again, the seriousness and solemnity of a marriage ceremony is at stake here.

Venues should not simply be allowed because marrying couples want them, but because they are appropriate places to hold such a significant ceremony.

There are some specific benefits in a wider variety of venues being allowed (for example churches who do not own their own building), but this should
not legitimise inappropriate settings.

Please share your views below:

Again, this is trivialising the wedding ceremony and making it possible to be quirky and do it anywhere.

This is not the purpose of the ceremony.

That is why people have a party afterwards - THAT is the appropriate place for quirky and individual expressions.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Again, it is a public declaration and should be accessible to the public.

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

No

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

That there is a lack of clarity in how venues would be tested for “dignity” and “safety”.

While your proposals call for guidance from the General Register Office, the terms are not defined and stringent safeguards should be proposed.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Only insofar as those guidelines are consulted upon by the church.

Remember, this is a Christian tradition we aree talking about changing!

Consultation Question 53:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

There should be witnesses, since it is a public ceremony

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Lack of cohabitation would be an example of a sham marriage



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

To prevent abuse

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

No



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

None

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Did not consent to the other provisions that came before this

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

The current law is fine and provides for a wide range of scenarios.

This is not a game or a buffet where people get to pick and choose.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Don't do it.

Weddings are not primarily about generating business

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YFKK-T

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-30 03:04:05

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I am a single person. I live alone. I am not involved in a sexual relationship of any kind. It is my Christian belief that I have not been called to marriage, and
I am committed to living in a chaste, celibate, spiritual way.
I believe that I have a Christian role to play in providing support wherever I am able to, such as to my near relatives and extended family, my community,
charities that I am attuned to including the Church where I can, my nation, and so on. I believe that as a single person I am able to be dedicated to my
work in a way that I could not be if I were married.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

The main legal barrier appears to be that people do not have a very mature or responsible understanding of the Law with regard to marriage, and that 
those who can afford to may shape the Law to shape marriage to suit their irresponsible whims.



 
(1) There is a psychological archetype for male and female marriage partners (regardless of a person's genetic gender or lack of it, or memories of any 
previous lives they may imagine to shape their deeper personal identity), there are historical and pre-established social standards that define the roles of 
married people, and there is a legal ideal or standard to be acknowledged by candidates for marriage which after marriage they are bound to uphold 
(whether the marriage is legally certificated before consummation or whether they seek to legitimize a Common Law relationship afterward). 
Yet, I have been given the impression that marriage is often the last thing that couples who get together think about. There are so many weird and 
wonderful insights and observations about what it is like to be in a partnership which (in the absence of any awareness of legislation) appear to be used 
in place of the Law as a definition of a relationship. Many couples are instead driven by wants, desires, bad habits, urges, peer pressure, self-image, 
expectations of employers and family, economic advantages, laziness, living out vicariously something they liked about childhood, vanity, and so on. The 
sexual relationship then turns into something which is distinct from and disturbed by any consequential offspring who may then be excluded from the 
parents' love (if they are capable of love in their private version of a relationship). Only a very small percentage of the population appear to undertake any 
vocational discernment prior to forming a sexual relationship, whether the relationship lasts appears to be an irrelevance in many cases, and it is hard to 
identify good role models for marriages, even within Church and parish communities. Marriage appears to be, in these circumstances, regarded as a 
consumer item that the purchaser may cut into a different shape, adapt for other uses, and display however they wish. 
However, my understanding of a legal document and partnership is that these are the terms of the agreement that the Law is there to uphold and even 
enforce, for the good of all members of a family, and society as a whole. Dare I say, that there are even parts of male and female human bodies that serve 
no useful biological purpose for the individual who bears them, but only for other individuals through whom they are brought to life. Therefore, it seems 
reasonable to me that families and Society as a whole have some legal right and duty to ensure that those biological parts are put to use in compliance 
with the Law and are not subject to abuse, and that the responsibility does not rest entirely with an individual who lacks the powers to think clearly about 
their biological resources or to physically enforce Laws which have been tediously and expensively put into place to protect them. 
(2) The Politicization of Marriage detracts from its purpose. The built, cultural and social environments that have been cultivated in the UK since World 
War 2 are varied, but they have not reinforced patterns of behaviour that traditionally were upheld to support marriage within Christian families and 
communities. (Contraceptives and abortions do not replace a genuinely loving fidelity in a marital relationship.) There is much more to a marital 
relationship than a certificate. 
I think that economic pressures are too strongly imposed upon women and disadvantaged groups to allow nascent marital relationships to form into 
strong marital relationships in this current age where there is a legal obligation to seek greater equality (for the good of families and society as a whole). 
Women, including wives, need to be able to earn sufficient money to be able to support themselves through non-sexual, working relationships. The 
political use of economic and status advantages to lure women into sexual relationships, even where these bonds are cemented with legislation, is 
counterproductive. For the type of Christian marriage that the UK Law has traditionally been developed to protect, it is important that there is love, free 
will and a mature understanding of what is required in order to bring forth and raise a family, on both sides of the relationship. Politicization is failing to 
strengthen marriage; instead, the increasingly few reigious people who are actually married are being undermined and deprived of their true nuptial 
identity and deprived of the support of the Law in order to preserve their relationships, their families and their society. Laws to protect new expressions 
of individuality and different points of view, which are completely irrelevant to the act of begetting children, are being used to attack married people. The 
Laws that protect actual Marriage need to be strengthened to protect genuine nuptial partnerships and their offspring from hostile political agendas. 
 
(3) The words of a ceremony, which articulates and to some extent informs the relationship of the couple, are a source of reference for them to turn back 
to when other concerns obscure their view. There is support within a family and community when the Rites of Passage are recognizably the same. 
Improvements can be made, but within the Church community these are made very carefully and cautiously when there is a certainty that an amendment 
needs to be made to the words. The wider community reinforces these words and intentions, encourages and persuades where the demands get tough 
and enthusiasm wanes. These are the words of a family, a community, a Church, a nation, a religious group and a species of sentient creature who 
procreate and perpetuate from one generation to the next (mainly naturally). Words of Rites are not more meanginful because they are made up by an 
individual or two, who are the only arbiters of the agreement. There are always places in Church ceremonies, orders of service, after-dinner speeches, 
and on engraven jewellery and gifts, for personal words from one person to another on an individual level. The Law of a nation is something that needs 
to be consistent, equivalent, and binding on a much more inclusive, and formal level. 
 
(4) The certificate, so far as I understand it, is supposed to be a means of safeguarding a marital relationship where it actually does exist, for the purposes 
of providing a secure family and social environment for raising children, and so that the human race/human society may be healthy and perpetuated into 
the future. Truly married couples also share much love, support, and maturity within society as a whole which benefits society in a holistically much 
greater way than merely safeguarding the future numbers of the population. Their (super)natural example of unconditional love between equals who are 
not the same provides a much higher standard of friendship between members of the opposite sex in non-marital/sexual relationships too, and benefits 
society as a whole in many, very valuable ways. Legal marriage may also serve to protect people who are not married from unruly sexual abuse and so I 
favour people in non-legally-binding sexual relationships being obliged to acknowledge Common Law legislation, and being required to legitimize their 
relationships if they are genuine or to exit them if they are not. (I do not mean to break up families or couples who fear that the Law will destroy their real 
relationship because the Law is facilitating and legitimizing and aligning widespread abuses which their genuine love is not aligned with and would be 
adversey tainted by.) There may need to be more spiritual and educational support in the community to help people find an acceptable way of forming 
relationships, but Law has implications that are not always explicit in the documents and these need to be teased out of peoples' understandings, 
acknowledged and observed (and recognition and respect given to relationships where there is real love between people). Humans are not closely akin to 
rabbits, and practices of freely roving from one burrow to another as it pleases an individual so to mate, from one year to the next, ought not to be 
tolerated for the good of families, members of society, tax-payers and the nation. Such people can be impossibly hard to get along with as neighbours, 
colleagues, customers and employers because respectability and sense of responsibility are all intertwined on different levels within the same person. 
 
(5) I do also see value in couples obtaining a Legal marriage certificate as a licence to participate with each other in sexual behaviours that could beget 
children, where the appropriate conditions all exist in support of the couple to care for and raise those anticipated children within a supportive family 
environment (including access to suitable family housing). Therefore, I think that the Church's traditions of reading banns and seeking information about 
a couple before permitting their wedding, is a very good practice, which ought to be replicated in other situations where marriage is legally entered into 
too. However, having numerous places and organizations for officiating over the legal ceremony of marriage makes it much more hard for the Church 
and other responsible officiating bodies to obtain relevant information about candidates for marriage. There is wisdom to draw on from amongst a 
family's, community's and neighbourhood's elders. Bringing even one child into the world is a big commitment for the parents, their families, their 
community, Church, Local Authority and the tax-paying and interactive nation who will need to finance and provide for the new person's growing



involvement in society and the world in a multitude of ways during their lifetime. 
This should not be something that an individual male (or female) can obtain or purchase, nor even both members of the couple concerned without
reference to their families, communities, Churches and local authorities. There are terrible examples in other countries where young women are tricked
into short-term marriages through the male purchasing a marriage licence as though it is permission to force the young woman into a sham marriage
which amounts to slavery and prostitution, before abandoning her (with legal impunity), and depriving her of the love and practical support that a naive
young mother needs to know is committed to be there for the whole of her life. 
 
In summary, a legally binding wedding is of far more value to a person, and a family, and a community, a Church, society and humanity as a whole, if it is
provided in support of a genuine nuptial relationship and is intended to stand in good stead and protect the couple and the offspring that their
relationship is anticipated to naturally beget. 
Where the Law fails to serve this narrow and spiritual purpose, and words and institutions are abandoned to different, lesser and ultmately immoral
purposes, one must question whether there is a judicial system and a Law in place at all. So, I think that it is the absence of a suitable Law to protect and
preserve marriage, and a lack of knowledge about the true nature of marriage and any Laws which do actually protect and preserve it, which make it very
hard for those rare individuals who are able to form nascent marital relationships to arrange appropriate weddings. I am aware that it does not need to
be very expensive to arrange a wedding, and that families, Church and communities all do offer material help and assistance where a well-suited young
couple could not afford by themselves to arrange the official documentation or wedding ceremony .

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

I have assisted a Church in non-COVID-19 times and many weddings occur where there are fewer people present than are permitted with COVID-19
regulations.
The existence of video and cameras means that people can witness from a distance and share in the occasion in a far better way than people were able
to in the past.

They used to say that "One wedding is sure to bring on another" and the experience can be formative on young family members, although I doubt that
there are many great new couples forming through not being able to meet at weddings. I have heard that pilgrimages, and much more drawn out,
challenging events and situations, have formed very good, strong, and enduring marital relationships.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Because the purpose of the legislation is to protect a relationship, in a household, in a family, in a neighbourhood, and in a community where they intend
to live together and it is not a one-off performance to give structure to a party whilst on a holiday in a place they might not even visit again.
Wishing to get married in a place where the couple does not live, nor intends to continue to live and would have difficulty staying in prior to the
ceremony, is a sign that they may need to think through their expectations, needs, and commitments more carefully. There probably isn't a real marriage
relationship there at all.

Consultation Question 5:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There might be a gap in the market for a computer game about weddings, but it is inappropriate and an abdication of responsibility to reduce the
introduction of a real potential newly-married couple into a real community and society in a real location and district via a computer portal.
Unless it is an application for a Virtual Reality relationship between avitars, where there is not real touching or human dependency?
I do not think this is appropriate for a real relationship through which real human beings are begotten and raised in an actual, specific place in England or
Wales.

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

I understand that, for good reason, the period of discernment that a couple are asked to go through between stating their intention to marry and the 
actual wedding, must be 6 months in the Roman Catholic Church in England and Wales. This timespan has been chosen for good reason, because so 
many couples were forming relationships with people whom they didn't really wish to spend the rest of their life with and the relationships were breaking 
down with appalling long-term effect. The six-month period is a time of questioning what is involved in the marriage relationship, and of the couple 
getting to know the other person in a way that they might not have been able to before. The Minister needs to lead the couple through a course of 
thoughts and activities to help them be sure of the legitimacy of their relationship and the sincerity of their love. 
 
I think it is very sad that the Judiciary in England and Wales seeks to undermine marriage in such a way, by trivializing it, and making it five-weeks easier to



get hold of than a Universal Credit payment. This does not help UK families, culture or society. 
It will make it very much harder for the Law Enforcement agencies to uphold other legislations, such as Equalities legislation. It seems designed and more
suited to legitimizing sham marriages and prostitution (which are injuriouos and immoral, regardless of the absence or presence of any credible system
of Law, Order and Justice).

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

If Local Authorities wish to develop online education to include a course about Marriage and the position of the Law in the UK, going online is a good idea.

So far as actually administrating a wedding, and integrating a newly-wed couple into the community which any legitimate and genuine marriage will be a
part of, I think you need to ween the young people away from computers and help them to meet up with and relate to real people (especially ones who
are making a success of their loving marriages and raising children well).

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

I think that a marriage is a physical relationship between two people, and it cannot be done remotely even if work necessitates that one or the other is
away from home for long periods of time.

In cases where, such as with members of the armed forces, the couple expect to be separate for much of the time, the couple ought to be able to spend a
long period together before the separation begins. This includes a period before the wedding and before they share a household, for discussing whether
they are really making the right choice. I realize that this is about a serviceman's or woman's right to have children and a family to return to whilst
defending the safety of the nation. However, as in time's of war, the requirements of this situation actually damage marital relationships, chldren,
communities, and society.
I think that Chaplains within the Armed Forces, or other separating organization, ought to be encouraged by default in such cases, to lead the marriage
counseling course, ensure the legal documentation is provided and to officiate at the wedding. Military wives (and husbands) are unusual and need
particular strengths that the civilian community will not easily be able to go along with or support the spouse with. I doubt if Zoom would be suitable for
shared meetings at distance because the physical presence of the other person is so important in a marriage.

I think that special provision needs to be made for those who serve the nation overseas or at places where families cannot be with them. This should not
be a loose, distant, online facility within the legal systems put in place for married couples who are establishing a home and new family together.
Time apart, and duties that separate, require a compensatory amount of time together and duties together which the Military and those who minister to
them need to be responsible for and facilitate. Military families are like a separate church and they need to be integrated with the rest of society in a
special and distinctive way (which they are best able to decide and administrate).

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I agree that Marriage Banns should be read and publicized. If there is a further noticeboard where a community can declare an intention to marry, and
with good intention request sincere and true concerns or evidence in support, this must be a good thing.
It does open up the possibility of there being a database of marriages so that situations where someone is already married to someone else, or that there
has been a succession of marriages and divorces that the proposed partner knows nothing about, it serves as a means of protecting the proposed
spouse, other individuals, families, communities and society as a whole.
If the Notice of Marriage database were tied in with DBS checks to ensure that the couple are both suitable people to place in charge of children, or other
criminal checks to ensure that both partners are aware of information about their proposed spouse that might be relevant to their relationship (and
future safety) then (despite seeming breaches in privacy of information and freedoms) it would be providing a supportive and protective purpose. With
marriage, many freedoms are given up in return for having children and being a family.

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



But not without the new officiant meeting and satisfying themselves that the couple have entered into the relationship with open eyes and are certain
that they wish to remain with each other for the rest of their lives, and beget children with each other (and no-one else in addition).

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If the marriage is intended to be based in households in more than one country, then banns ought to be read in all relevant countries. The one place
where the banns ought definitely to be read is the place where the wedding is due to take place and where the marital household is intended to be
based, or at the very least where the parties to the marriage have previously lived and are known.

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Definitely in the church where the wedding is to take place, but also somewhere that the congregation and wider community can see and read the
information for a period of time. It appears to be a superstition to merely pin a pair of names to a board in a sacred building and expect that to make a
potential wedding alright.
Banns need to be taken seriously and thought about by the people who know the individuals concerned. The community needs to adapt and make
provision and space for them after the wedding, and can hopefully share plenty of evidence of their love and suitability for each other in advance.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

1. Yes. This is responsible.
2. Yes. I think the 6 month course required by the Roman Catholic Church is a good idea. If the couple do not enjoy that period and wish to remain
together, it is questionable whether they will remain together. Marriage is a relationship for life, and not mindless rush into sexual gratification or
economic security.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes, both.
Declarations ought to be checked by the clergy so far as possible.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

On the basis of what I have been told in the past about Anglican preliminaries, I think that Anglican Ministers might need to attend a course and have
obligations to inform candidates for marriage about the Civil Laws and secular concerns as preliminaries.
However, my view is that the Church of England is the most appropriate body to prepare candidates for marriage in England and Wales.
I would suggest that the Roman Catholic Church and other denominations could have the option of candidates for marriage being administrated with the
Church of England clergy, and not through the Civil local authority Registration Office, where a more religious community and environment is preferred.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I can think of the example of a Vegan couple, who wish to raise their children without cruelty to animals so far as is possible, and who would like a Vegan
officiant at their wedding. They may actually be Christians, but their Christianity has taken a new level of spiritual expression and members of the
Christian Churches and Church Ministers may not share or recognize this spiritual difference.
Therefore, the couple are fully aligned with the UK Laws and customs, except for the practice of eating animals or animal products, but find themselves
outside the main community of the Church and without a Minister who can recognize their religious expression in a supportive and sympathetic way.
They also socialize with other Vegans over a much wider area, in what is a different community, which they will integrate their children with.

In this circumstance, what I think I would like to see, is the Church/es finding, nominating and ordaining Ministers who are Vegans to support this wider
community and to integrate and help overcome misunderstandings through the local churches where the Vegan married couples live. Not so much
Banns posted and read on a Vegan website or at a Vegan festival, but a job advertistment requesting applications from Christian Vegans to enter
'priesthood'. Or, where there are Vegan Ministers already, requesting that they extend their Ministry to Vegan outreach.

So, it is not so much a matter for civil legislation, as Ecclelsiastical and Religious recruitment, ordination and ministry.

Where values are very different, and odd, and do not integrate well with the Law or social values of the community amongst whom the couple intend to
form a household and family, I think it is a good idea to counsel them so that it is certain that they are aware of what the Law is, and what the beliefs of
the established community are. If they really believe something different, and are not devient, there is a dialogue to be entered into. Otherwise, there
may be protective measures to be taken and Laws to be enforced.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

The decision is a pastoral one and not a political one. The rights and wrongs of whether a man and woman love each other enough in the right way to
beget children naturally together and so raise the next generation of people within their families, communities and society as a whole, is not an exercise
in the typology of philosophical belief systems. There is a long tradition of counseling marriages and officiating at weddings, in accordance with growing
bodies of scientific knowledge and religious beliefs spanning 2,000 years and more. There is not a blank slate for the Government to write whatever they
think is currently politic or that might please those who shout the loudest regardless of their tendency to twist and repurpose the English language, or
their unsuitability to marry in accordance with any natural or Christian understanding.

We need to integrate other religions with the Church in the UK, because it isn't realistic or possible to have plural worlds; a Christian UK, an Islamic UK, a
Jewish UK, a Hindu UK, an Atheist UK, and so on, all coexisting in the same place as though the others do not have any bearing upon them nor exist.
Marriage results in new people being born and the growth of a society and nation which all are members of together. Children need to be raised to be
understanding and considerate of each other, with differences complementing and harmonizing, not segregating, dividing, negating, and opposing.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:



The problem with the above wording is that different groups of people will define and defend their own "morality".

The officiants and counselors of couples for marriage ought to be able to support real "marriage" and people who are capable of forming a genuine,
loving marriage which is capable of naturally begetting children. Some couples may find that they cannot conceive after they marry, but they ought to be
helped to remain together and find other ways to live out their relationship, such as through adoption or supporting children's charities and so on.
If two people who love each other and who wish to share a household together are unable to beget children naturally (or through a supportive medical
procedure such as IVF), and are aware of this fact, then (it is my honest belief) that they are not really suitable candidates for marriage. It is my belief that
it would be immoral to pretend to be married when the couple know they are unable to form a real marriage and this pretence is damaging to society in
numerous ways. I think that recent changes in the Law made by people who might genuinely love each other but who are not genuine or willing
candidates for marriage, may have created the new legal role of Civil Partnership to good purpose. It appears to protect a caring relationship that results
in two people preferring to share a home than to be friends living apart, so that their important, positive and supporting relationship is not undermined
and ended. However, it is all new territory and this legal title is not equivalent to laws that recognize and protect something as universally and identifiably
manifest as a real "marriage".

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

It would probably be a good idea if the Government provided input to the training of clergy, not to undermine the lengthy and detailed training and
education that many seminaries and universities already provide, but to ensure that there is consistency about the position of the Law in the UK, and so
that the Government may be in the loop and better informed about the pastoral concerns of Ministers of Religion who are responsible for officiating at
weddings.
There are universities that provide higher level courses in Marriage as a distinct subject, and there are lots of available resources and views about
matrimony. I think it would be a good idea if the Civil officers who officiate in Civil Ceremonies, and the Solicitors and Politicians who seek to make
changes to the Laws and procedures concerning marriage, were to gain qualifications in these subjects that are at least equivalent to the studies
undertaken by Ministers of Religion before they are allowed to undertake their duties and conduct preliminaries and ceremonies. It would be excellent if
these non-Religious professionals were qualified and capable of entering into the academic and pastoral debate in a friendly and constructive manner.

Consultation Question 28:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I think that pastors who are qualified and learned about marriage, preferably those who are good role models for marriage and witnesses to its real
virtues, ought to be presiding over the lists of nomination and approved officiants.

Civil Servants and local authority employees, however distinguished through personal merit, are not integrated into society in the same way and are not
required to be suitably qualified or ordained. Accountability and initiative is required, not anonymity and personal interpretations of political correctness.

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is very vague. Marriage is an example of how none of us are independent. It is therefore absurd that "marriages" should be officiated over by people
who are 'independent' of existing society. I do not see how someone who is advertising their 'independence' can be an effective supporter and integrator
and officiant over a genuine marriage.
There is a horrible story of medieval times (apparently true) about a young monk in Rye who fell in love with a young woman (possibly a nun). Instead of
recognizing that they had initially followed a path which was not their vocation and that God was calling them to marriage instead, they were threatened
with death if they continued their relationship. Sure in their hearts that God was calling them to spend their lives together, they did not end their
relationship but continued to meet. Consequently, the officiant in charge of the monastery cast them into a cavity wall so that their bones were broken,
and bricked up the wall so that they could not escape. Inevitably, together they died. Many centuries later their broken bones were found intertwined.
I do think that we need to keep in mind that the rules are there to protect genuine marriage, and that marriage preserves individual humans and the
human race. The officiant who fails to act with love, for the greater good of those who love each other and the common good, is an independent in this
story's case. Genuine Church and society are together in finding such indepenence appalling.

Consultation Question 30:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This sounds like an abdication of responsibility in favour of the political authorities not wishing to take on the burden or concern of checking the
suitability of nominees.

Within reason, I am in favour of there being checks in all departments, and that everyone should exercise a sense of responsibility to ensure that official
duties are undertaken by "fit and proper" persons.

Consultation Question 31:



No

Please expand on your answer:

I think that the human brain is not socially mature until about 25 years old. However intelligent the child or young person, and academically competent,
they are not yet physiologically capable of exercising control over social relationships and are dependent upon more mature persons being in charge.
Therefore, I would recommend that the officiant is at least 34 years of age, and has experience of being a respected leader within the local community,
and is either also a natural parent of children and within an unbroken marriage or a person with academic knowledge about marriage and family life.

Consultation Question 32:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I think that a sound and mature "Economic understanding" is essential to marriage and ministry.
Where the ability of both partners to financially support themselves and each other and children is not already a part of their preliminary counseling, I
think it ought to be included as a requirement. A minister needs to be able to assess, and explain, sound economics.

It is a Christian belief that we may all prosper and live life to the full.

Consultation Question 32 appears to be an oxymoron, demonstrating that the authors of the consultation do not understand the matters that they are
attempting to redefine and change. This is of grave concern. If an officiant may not be paid for their work, but may only break-even so far as their fees
and expenses are concerned, then there may be too few officiants. The local government employee equivalent of this requirement, is to insist that a
Registrar may only volunteer to officiate at a Wedding, and may not be paid salary for any time taken for undertaking these duties. Or, where marriages
are in danger and Solicitors or Judges are consulted, that any action taken by the legal professionals to mediate and restore a marriage, is not charged
for.

It would appear that the purpose of this new legislation it to deflate the economy by reducing spending on weddings and to eliminate costly professional
expertise and resources.

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is concretizing a two-tier, unjust Society where the wealthiest, who can pay unlimited sums, may promote an immoral order, to avoid public scrutiny,
and avoid the need to acknowledge and integrate responsibly with the rest of Society. The children of these individuals will not be able to integrate either.

Who is going to carry out the surveillance and law enforcement to prohibit any conflict of interest, when genuine marriage and the common good
appears to be in every case a conflicting interest to the independent commercial interests?

Whilst there does need to be sound economics, with charitable support available, the commodification of marriage itself (instead of the facilities and
services that support and provide hospitality to a large guest group) in the manner proposed here is contrary to the nature of marriage and the values of
a healthy society.

If a wedding is expensive because it is being used to make a statement about something else or as a publicity stunt for a commercial gain (such as a
wedding in outer space), the authenticity of the marriage is questionable and any officiant ought to subject the parties to marriage to further counseling
or inform them that they cannot have legal protection for a relationship that is clearly not a genuine marriage.

Consultation Question 34:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A Vegan Anglican Priest might ethically officiate over a Christian religious wedding in the church where he is the incumbent minister, but he might also
officiate for a Vegan couple in a barn at an animal sanctuary in the countryside because they really do not like complicated rites of sacrifice or being
inside a church building. If the Minister can conduct other services without breaking or compromising the requirements of his or her ministry, they ought
to be allowed to act in a complementary capacity.
The important thing is to support and protect the genuine marriage, and not to brand a ceremony. If religious and non-religious people are capable of
forming genuine marriages, then it ought to be possible for a minister who supports genuine marriages to officiate at both religious and non-religious
ceremonies.

Consultation Question 35:

Other

Please expand on your answer:



A wedding ought to be dignified and solemn, in support of the couple who are embarking upon married life together.
Marriage is a relationship between two people who love each other in such a way as to beget children and who wish to remain together for the rest of
their (preferably long and happy) lives. There are doubtless times when their experience of marriage will be neither solemn nor dignified. Ceremonies
which instill a sense of solemnity and dignity are helpful to married people, to reinforce the solemn and dignified aspects of their roles within the wider
society.

Consultation Question 36:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

The General Register Office ought to demonstrate its wisdom and competence to preside over weddings, and provide guidance to officiants. In so far as it
is officiating over marriages and ministers who provide pastoral care to marriages and prospective partners, its officials ought to have a level of
knowledge equal to or higher than that of those whom they seek to guide.
There are currently degree level qualifications and higher that enable marriage and family life to be studied and further researched. If the General
Register Office has a body of knowledge to contribute to the existing expertise that is not fully understood already, perhaps it would seek accreditation
with a university that delivers this subject area, and so contribute to the good of and promote marriage in a constructive and socially supportive way. It
might then be in a position to teach and test officiants and to contribute to their CPD.

Consultation Question 37:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If the Government has legal requirements that support and protect marriage which are not clearly a part of the ministry of the officiants' organizations,
then the Government ought to be responsible for ensuring compliance in those aspects which are specifically of the Government's making.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

More information is required to explain "fit and proper" however, because a political body is an interpreting body and this legislation could be used to
undermine genuine marriage, support sham marriages of one kind or another instead, and to restrict religious freedom. This would be immoral and lead
to conflict and great harm, instead of carefully cultivating and healthy, prosperous and peaceful society.

Consultation Question 39:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I am unconvinced that there ought to be independent officiants. I am uncertain how a governmental body that is a public service can develop expertise at
assessing independent officiants. I question the wisdom of obtaining public finance (tax-payers money) and developing expertise in investigating and
regulating independent, high-paid marriage officiant professionals whose clients are likely to be the small minority of the population who own the
majority of the wealth. This is opening up an opportunity for local government officials to be corrupt, unfit and improper persons, with no-one to follow
on and investigate and monitor their dealings with the highly paid independent officiants.
It would disintegrate local government from the main body of society, instead of enabling it to maintain its role as a law-enforcing body through society as
a whole.

Consultation Question 40:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This consultation question appears to be concerned about work pressures and stress levels in an administrative role in a local governmental office.
However, it is a necessary practice in the management of governmental administrations to impose time-limits because otherwise necessary work which
the wider society is dependent upon being done, is left undone. Therefore, I do not believe that this proposal is in the interests of supporting genuine
marriage, but is designed to perversely put the administrator in a more favourable position than the people he or she is employed to serve and to
diminish their accountability to the public.

Consultation Question 41:

No

Please expand on your answer:



A marriage is not a 'profession' for either party in a marriage. However, if a person is happily and responsibly married, they are well qualified to officiate
at a wedding.
It would undermine marriage to start inferring that a person undertake Continuing Professional Development in support of 'marriage'.
This is potentially a very hostile and antisocial proposal, which would make it unaffordable for the religious ministers who, the author of this consultation
suggests elsewhere should not be allowed to profit from providing appropriate pastoral care, counseling and ceremony for genuine couples who wish to
marry and have children. How are they to afford CPD if they are providing a free or subsidized service at all times? It would also adversely impact the
relationship between ministers and marriage candidates if the Minister must regard appropriate concern for members of the family, community and
society, as an area where he or she has 'professional' expertise instead of a well-thought-through knowledge and understanding. Keeping logbooks of
study and learning which relate to any particular learning undertaken to support the private lives of particular married people could be a breach of trust
and privacy, whereas developing professional knowleldge about the 'general' and 'similar' aspects of all marriages could make it very hard for the
minister/officiant to support the dignity and solemnity of the coupless' relationships.
Maybe a better idea would be to require officiants to somehow contribute to the body of knowledge about marriage and the ministry of officiating at
weddings?
I think there would need to be a better developed and inclusive faculty in support of this role before any legal requirement could be fairly imposed.
There appears to be an unhealthy tendency for Government and local government to seek to control other people (private life and public) with systems
through which the Government and local government cannot itself be controlled or scrutinized.
This is very unhealthy and would inevitably lead to harm and conflict, and further harm.
It sounds dangerously close to abuse of powers and trust.

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This appears to be a requirement that whatever marriage happens to mean to the couple, there is some written clause through which a breach of
contract may be established in a court of Law.
Therefore, it seems to be proposed that the Laws in support of marriage are to be changed to Laws in support of any agreement between two people
who live together in a household. Therefore, a concern to preserve and protect genuine marriage is being abandoned in favour of protecting personal
promises in civil partnerships which are legally entitled to enjoy the status that marriage has accrued within our ancient Christian society.

I doubt very much if this will improve matters in families and society.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Because there will no longer be any support available from family, the community or the wider society. Even where couples have chosen a form and
ceremony which upholds the well-known and traditional values of marriage, few will know or have any certainty that they have actually formed a genuine
marriage. It can be hard to hear or remember exactly what was said in a ceremony, unless there are standard reference books that can be referred to.
Printed orders of service cannot include every word, and cannot be realistically be kept by every family member and guest.

Lots of species of animal mate for life, swans being a good example. People are not all like swans although it is best for children, families and our society
when they are loyal and committed as a pair. We have laws to support marriage so that people entering into marriage may know the social expectations
and abide by them. If they do not wish to abide by them, they ought not to get married. So, the ceremony is about unifying people within a shared social
form and framework. The shared nature of the rite, carefully written and preserved by a custodian organization (the Church), is both symbolic and real.
People in the past, present and future went through the same ceremony, recited the same words, had the same initiation.

With minor variations, and occasionally new spiritual and theological insights which don't contradict or change but refine or embellish the existing shared
rites, the value of these ceremonies is the similarity that they provide and unify people with.

If people just want to 'do their own thing' they don't appear to understand what they are doing nor wish to get married.

Consultation Question 44:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Has this question been randomly generated by a computer?

I would expect the author of a consultation about 'marriage' to have some knowledge and experience of personhood, family and culture as expressions
of loving human relationships. Similarly, anyone seeking to make rules concerning religion really needs to have some concept, understanding and
knowledge of God.

If all the author knows about is making up spurious, godlelss rules, this subject is beyond their area of competence. Please don't meddle.



Consultation Question 45:

No

Please expand on your answer:

You appear to be maliciously and deliberately creating a schism within society by forcing a clear distinction between what is civil and what is religious.
Therefore, your understanding is not realistic and is no deeper than a distinction made between simple abstract concepts represented by words. The
matters you address are tangible, embodied, and alive.

Please share your views below:

Concerning Love. (If this isn't there, the marriage is not a marriage and ought not to be passed off as such in Law).

Concerning Life. (Anything meaningful about this is definitely religious. Openness to new life and the raising of children.)

Commitment.

A willingness to obey a Law, for the good of others.

Sharing (a wish to be with a person for the rest of one's life)

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A religious blessing of a couple's civil wedding can be a very good thing. There may be reasons why a religious wedding is not permitted in a particular
congregation, for example where a Common Law marriage is being upgraded to a Civil Marriage, but a blessing enables friends and family to witness and
support the couples' new commitment. I think that this ought to be at the discretion of the Religious Minister.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Weddings may morally and constructively take place as part of everyday public religious worship. It ought not to be necessary for a wedding to be a
distinct ceremony in every case. A newly-wed couple may be brought respectfully and providentially in touch with the wider community of worship,
education and support this way. It is probably much better than a small wedding ceremony with few or no other people present. I would only add that
where the bride and groom are happy for their wedding to be celebrated this way, that there are members of the congregation who are otherwise
introduced to the newly weds and that these new friendships and support are ongoing.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There would be no way to ensure that a wedding is conducted with dignity and solemnity.
There would be no way to verify that a wedding has taken place in a particular place, and so it might not really have taken place at all.

Given that most places on our planet are not treated as sacred or with much respect by the people who occupy them, it is necessary for certain places to
be designated as 'sacred' and for customs and culture to modify ordinary human behaviour whilst inside them. These places tend to be carefully and
intelligently managed for ritual and healing purposes.

It would probably be better to reduce the number of places that are licenced for marriage ceremonies and to strengthen legislation to preserve and
protect them because the continued presence of a special place where a ceremony has taken place is an ongoing reminder of that commitment made
and it can help to lend dignity and seriousness to the commitment. Its ongoign presence can help the children born of a marriage to appreciate the
beauty and sanctity of their parents commitment to each other. It is unfortunate that so many churches have been demolished or converted to other,
inaccessible uses.

This proposed removal of a requirement for a wedding to take place in a specially designated and licensed place is a proposed removal of a protection of
genuine marriage.

Please share your views below:



Outdoors is a good idea but it needs to be a specific, defined place.
Natural, both indoors and outdoors, connecting with the created world around.
Beautiful, authentic and not artificial
Safe.
Quiet enough for the words to be heard clearly without disruptions.
Light enough for the identity of the persons involved to be clear and for their expressions to be comprehensible.

Consultation Question 49:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

If they are private environments, might the people married there be allowed special entry to revisit the place and remember their wedding day without
paying or needing to book an appointment?

There is a difference between a solemn place and a plain miserable arrangement to facilitate a procedure. The former does involve some sense of awe
and mystery.

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

They do need to take place somewhere, if they are genuine marriages.

The author of the question appears to be confused about the difference in nature between people and places.
Whilst some spiritual writers do perceive inert matter and four-dimensional space to be part of a living whole, on the level of judgement that this question
is occupied, places are neither religious, civil nor non-religious. It is the manner in which people (mainly their legal owners) treat and maintain them,
which may possibly express their own human values of being either religious, non-religious or civil.
Any attempt to control how the owners treat and maintain their buildings with regard to who may and may not get married in them, is an attempt by the
Government to reduce the extent to which a person may own a building. It is reducing the powers of the owner to choose what they do with the property
that they own and maintain.
It is reducing freedom and reducing the value of property ownership.
This is not supportive of genuine marriage.

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If a marriage is to be endorsed and supported by a community, and society and nation, there needs to be community, wider society and national support
for the marriage in some way or it is all empty, worthless words.
By holding a wedding in a building which is a shared community body, valued by society and protected and preserved as part of the heritage of a nation,
the marriage is symbolically validated by those within the community, society and nation who value that building and what it stands for.

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

A ceremony cannot be performed effectively if the participants are watching out for hazards in the knowledge that they are at high risk of injury.

There are essential aspects of genuine marriage where the couple are very vulnerable and not very dignified really. It can be nerve-wracking, frightening,
overwhelming. Their dignity needs to be lovingly upheld and the two people need to be respected and supported by the officiant and all those present so
that they can make the sensible and creaturely commitment to each other which society (and future children) needs couples to make to each other.

Providing a safe and dignified environment is an important way that the couple can feel dignified, safe and comfortable with their public declaration of
their carefully-made commitment to each other.

No

Please expand on your answer:



I do not believe that the General Register Office is qualified to assess the safety of a building nor how much dignity it can confer upon the people whose
wedding it is.

The Royal Institute of British Architects, the Health and Safety Executive, Building Control, the Royal Institute of Chartered Surveyors and many other
organizations are far better qualified to make such judgements. Most ecclesiastical bodies have close working relationships with these and other
organizations and have training about ceremonial buildings as part of their education and training.

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Married in a lawful religious (Catholic) service 49 years ago.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Not applicable



Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

I have been to one wedding during the pandemic . The wedding had been
postponed twice, It was a lovely and intimate occasion with just a few guests.
The couple enjoyed it and the exchanging of vows was very moving.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A wedding is far more than an excuse for a party. It should be held at a venue that is relevant to the people getting married. The one possible exception
should be if one of the couple used to live in the area that they are getting married in. For example if they are getting married in the brides hometown
and her parents life there.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Sometimes in today's busy world people might be abroad or working in another part of the country. However a face to face meeting must be mandatory.

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

The intention for marriage is that it is for life, therefore a period of three months is the minimum that it should be waiting to enable time for mature
reflection. The should be an exception clause so that in very rare circumstance - imminent death of one of the parties or parents of one of the parties a
shorter period is allowable.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

There must always be a face to face interview

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Yes this should continue

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes this is far better and more easily seen that a notice board announcement.

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I believe that the current validity is 12 months and this should continue as it allows for illness of one of the parties, pandemics etc. Any longer and it will
be meaningless

Consultation Question 11:

No

Please expand on your answer:



If the schedule is valid for a year then the officiant might well change, be unavailable due to illness or holiday.

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is sensible if the officiant is named in the schedule

Please share your views below:

Not certain what other circumstances there might be

Consultation Question 13:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I am not sure what the current rules are and so am not able to comment. As a Roman Catholic I do not feel it my right to comment on a different religion.

Consultation Question 14:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not commenting on other religions.

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

No comment

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes to both

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:

There should be a civil check on all marriages

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If the marriage is to be valid in civil law then an authored person must be present be he a clergyman or not.



Consultation Question 21:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There should always be two official present - both can be clergy if authorised

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Only religious organisations should be able to perform marriage services apart from Civil Authorities

Please share your views below:

They shouldn't be allowed to perform marriages

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

I agree with this

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Only official religious organisations should be able to conduct lawful marriage services

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

They should not be so enabled

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There should not be "professional" wedding officiants

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a solemn undertaking and it must be accorded respect.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

yes, but if found guilty of criminal activity they should be de-authorised

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:



No

Please expand on your answer:

During the ceremony itself they must publicly state that there is no impediment to marrying each other.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There must be a standard formula that is said at every wedding ceremony be it civil or religious.

Consultation Question 44:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There should be special rules as there are at present

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Prayers and blessings should be allowed.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This section should remain

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Weddings must always be public events

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Designated places only otherwise there is the distinct possibility that weddings will degenerate into a farce.

Please share your views below:

Venues should be limited to those on land and not in private homes. The one exception to private homes should be unless there is the imminent death of
one of the parties to be married.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

All weddings must be publicly accessible

Consultation Question 50:



Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There should be designated places only.

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This would not apply if only certain venues are designated .

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This would not apply if only certain venues are designated .

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Only pre-approved registered premises should be allowed to host wedding ceremonies.

Please share your views below:

Place apply to the Registrar General and the RG or designated local official approves

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This should be left for decision once a suitable system is approved

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



No

Please expand on your answer:

There must always be two witnesses and all paperwork must be correctly signed and completed.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Cohabitation is essential for a marriage to be valid.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There is no such thing as a "common-law" marriage. If a couple do not want to get married and do not want take part in a form of Civil Union then that is
their right. There should be no presumption of legal marriage unless a suitable ceremony has been performed.

Consultation Question 60:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If there was a lack of valid consent the there should be no time limit.

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Special exceptions should always be allowed

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

To ensure that someone with a terminal illness and thus might be mentally impaired should not be coerced into a marriage

Consultation Question 64:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This should remain with the RG

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Weddings must only take place when both parties and the officiant are present in the same physical space

No

Please expand on your answer:

Weddings must only take place when both parties and the officiant are present in the same physical space

No

Please expand on your answer:

Evidence must always be provided and affirmed by a qualified doctor.

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

This should not be allowed

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This should not be allowed

Consultation Question 72:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This should not be allowed

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If this is allowed, I do not agree that it should, then all officiantsmust be subject to the same regulations.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

This should not be allowed.



Consultation Question 74:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The same time limits must apply.

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(1) the same fee as other cases in which the registration officer must travel to the person giving notice, set nationally on a cost-recovery basis; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals



Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

The proposals give me grave concern, there is the possibility that "anything goes" weddings would take place which would bring the whole institution of
marriage into disrepute.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Many couples state that cost prevents them getting married - what they mean by this is not the cost of the actual wedding service itself, but the cost
expensive dresses, flowers and lavish receptions. None of these are mandatory but are imposed on the couple by the couple themselves. They wish to
"keep up with Jones".
The see a glamour couple have a lavish wedding and they wish to emulate them.
Personally I would like to see the fripperies banned in law, but that perhaps is a step too far!

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

As stated above the biggest cost of weddings is "the trimmings" the cost of paying fees falls into insignificance compared to the cost of the dress, flowers,
reception, etc.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

I do not believe that tis impacts weddings in any way.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

WA marriage is a commitment and business considerations should play no part.

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I have nothing to say on this.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I have nothing to say on this.

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I have nothing to say on this.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

As far as I can see there is very little merit in the proposals as a whole.

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I have nothing to say on this.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:



Please share your views below:

They would have very little impact. As I stated above the costs that affect most couples are self-imposed costs not those imposed by law.
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Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

should be some guidelines for the wedding or this will make it too much of a free for all
and lessen the importance of it.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:



No

Please expand on your answer:

should be up to those marrying who they want or do not want at the wedding.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

not anywhere as this would lead to gimmick weddings thus lessening the seriousness of it

outdoors,, on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:
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What is your name?
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Personal response
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

I have attended one socially-distanced and limited attendance wedding in a church. This was a delayed ceremony. The solemnity and legal recognition of 
the event was very important.



I also attended an on line ceremony which was not legally binding, but all the form of words were used in anticipation of a legal ceremony which had to
be deferred.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I dont have a strong view on this.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

I don't have a strong view on this. The interview should precede the marriage date.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

The genuineness of the candidates is the key element of this. I have no objection to remote assessment.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

This should continue.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

The important thing is the legal status of the marriage. The Anglican church can still require the banns for the ceremony to take place in church



Consultation Question 14:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I dont know about this and cannot comment

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

I agree with both proposals.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

This sounds a reasonable requirement.

Consultation Question 25:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The principle to be defended is the dignity of marriage. There should be a registry and a means to deregister officiants who flout this principle.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

As below!

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There should be a process to determine that the officiant is still active and able. The best means would be the processes within the body in which the
officiant is registered.

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I really cannot understand that there is any point in a ceremony where the consent to be married is not declared not that the impediments to marriage
are not also denied. Public declaration is the key to a genuine serious marriage. The statements made public must be as water tight as a legal document,
surely?

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Sky diving and scuba weddings? I think not. There should be a minimum standard which contains the elements of public witness, promise and legal
underscoring.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



What would then be the legal status of the religious service?

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Public declaration is very important. Marriage is the opposite of shacking up. This also gives protection against sham, non-consenting ceremonies.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I would urge a registration process for a proposed venue. It could be anywhere that is approved in advanced that meets the criteria of solemnity, public
and appropriately officiated.

Please share your views below:

Yes definitely.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Other

Other

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Provided the law does not then apply a rule of discrimination against a venue for refusing to permit a wedding, this is a matter for the venue.

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As long as he has legal requirement to require that there is public access and the dignity and importance of the marriage is upheld.

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There should be a legally defined schedule to give meaning to these venue attributes, which should be backed up by specific prohibited locations.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As above. But with firm limits rather than mere guidance.

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Officiants need some freedom to reject locations. I would consider that any venue outside previously recognised locations - registry office, church
building etc, requires an application and approval process to the officiant in advance. A licencing of a location limited by time and participants.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Should it not be completed during the wedding? It would appear open to abuse if completed or altered later.

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I think this is a good idea not to replace physical registration, but to support it.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

If there was no cohabitation, this has to be where the couple have been denied the pleasure other than by choice.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Unsure.

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding



Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

I do not know the law in this situation.

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Unable to comment

Consultation Question 65:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Perhaps shorter.

Consultation Question 66:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

As above

Consultation Question 67:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I probably agree with all of the above but the public nature of the marriage should be protected.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

As above

Other

Please expand on your answer:

As above.

Consultation Question 68:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

In a vessel and not in the water.

Consultation Question 69:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

As above

Consultation Question 70:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Cost should not be an issue for being married.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YFQ1-6

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-30 09:01:04

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

My husband & I were married in a meaningful &dignified ceremony 56 years ago !

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

We disagree fundamentally with this proposal. Marriage is a statement of the intent to establish a permanent relationship. Residence is an essential
requirement of the stability and the residence requirement should be extended to at least one month.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This appears reasonable but verification is vital

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

A couple should be willing to make an effort regarding their marriage which includes the ceremony itself.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Yes, we firmly believe that public notice should be required reflecting the seriousness of the commitment.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

We agree with this, but it should be in addition to , not instead of, traditional means

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

This could be a loophole so the officiant must be bona fide.The circumstances for this must be strictly limited and subject to verification and validation.
Ephesians whether original or substitute must be persons of standing in the community suitable as witnesses to the solemn vows of marriage.

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No, publication must take place in the residence area of both parties.



Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

We feel that the local publication of banns is an essential part of preparation for marriage. The broadening of this publication would be a useful extension
of safeguards against invalid marriages.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Search safeguards are an essential part of the preparations for marriage

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is essential

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This appears to work at the moment, so why change it.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Please share your views below:

It is important that there should be a reference list of permitted & valid officiants in order to ensure that the dignity & solemnity of marriage is
maintained.

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This proposal could easily be abused.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Yes, this clearly must be the case.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Only registered officiants should be allowed to perform marriages.

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

A necessary safeguard.

Consultation Question 35:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is essential.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is an important part of ensuring the dignity & solemnity of the marriage.

Consultation Question 37:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If this responsibility lies only with the nominating organisation this lends itself to abuse.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This could result in abuse of powers.

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

We disagree fundamentally with proposal 1B. It is essential that the parties declare in public that they themselves believe they may validly marry.
We are equally disagree strongly with the proposal that the marriage might be formed before the ceremony has been completed. If the ceremony is to
have any meaning at all it must be required before the marriage can be registered.

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Weddings must remain public otherwise they are open to abuse.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This is acceptable only if the wedding is fully open to all members of the public. Therefore the location must be advertised in advance as part of the
preliminaries.

outdoors,

Please share your views below:

Inland waters, in the air & in private homes risks the element of a publicly witnessed commitment.

Consultation Question 49:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Wedding locations must be publicly available for the duration of the event.

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

No

Please expand on your answer:

There must be appropriate safeguards against abuse.

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The approval of the officiant is necessary but not sufficient. Independent approval is also necessary.

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

God only knows!

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Imprisonment must preclude marriage.

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Wedding ceremonies should not take place in these circumstances.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

See preceding comment.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Disagree.

Consultation Question 71:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(1) the same fee as other cases in which the registration officer must travel to the person giving notice, set nationally on a cost-recovery basis; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Standard fees must apply.

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Marriage must not be trivialised by making it too easy.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YFQY-E

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-30 09:23:04

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I believe it makes a mockery of marriage to not even being present at the wedding ceremony and that certain promises should be made by both parties.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Getting married is a serious and solemn occasion and should be appropriate. Weddings are a public declaration in which society and the state have an
interest.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Other

Please expand on your answer:



This will be difficult for ordained minsters to administer marriages without bringing their faith and beliefs into the service.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is just a load of nonsense

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The open doors requirement helps convey the public nature of wedding declarations.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Can you really have such an important ceremony in say McDonalds? I think this is a definite No.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is hardly a public declaration if the public are barred from the wedding be it civil or otherwise

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This leaves the door open for inappropriate venues.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YFNN-Z

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-30 10:07:51

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This period, although very short, provides an opportunity for further clarification of issues/missing documentation to be produced.

Consultation Question 5:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

There would be very little time left to arrange for the in-person interview.

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

I think in-person interviews should be mandatory. Seeing people face to face it should be more possible to establish whether there are any causes for
concern.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Provided that the substitute officiant fulfils the criteria of a registered officiant.

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

No. The substitute should only officiate in the unavoidable events outlined above.

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Other

Please expand on your answer:



If the church is still in use as a place of worship, then the banns should be able to be published there

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

The banns should be published both in the church where the wedding is to take place and also the parish church(es) where the bride and groom are
currently living.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

yes to both questions

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:

While the Anglican preliminaries remain in place then there is no need for civil preliminaries. However, as other denominations of the Christian faith and
other religions generally have to have the wedding preceded by civil preliminaries, I can see that this would make having civil preliminaries applicable
across the board a more equable situation.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Clerks in Holy Orders within the Church of England and the Church in Wales should be recognised as officiants by virtue of their office unless or until the
preliminaries of all weddings are undertaken by the civil authorities

Consultation Question 23:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I think it would be good if the power remained with the state

Consultation Question 24:

Other



Please expand on your answer:

I think the responsibility for the registering of marriages should remain with the civil authorities

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As I mentioned before, I think that only Registrars within the state sector should be allowed to conduct weddings (with the exception currently of Anglican
clergy)

Consultation Question 29:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I do not agree with the proposal that there should be independent officiants

Consultation Question 30:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No, if this is going to be undertaken by other organizations I think that the state should be reponsible for ensuring that the officiants are fit and proper
persons

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

these requirements would be the absolute minimum. In particular I think that the age is too young and should be 25 or over.

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I am against the authorisation of officiants other than those under the Civil state as is currently the case.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, if the law has authorised nominated officiants, then I think the GRO should have this power

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, if the law is changed to allow these independent officiants

Consultation Question 40:

No

Please expand on your answer:

They could be licensed for a fixed period of time, renewable if they are continuing to meet criteria.

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The couple should each express their consent orally at the marriage ceremony (unless one or both of them is unable to speak, and then by sign language)
and also by the signing by both of them of the schedule/marriage document.

There should be a form of words which is applicable to all the marriage services whether civil, religious or non-religious, declaring that both parties are
free to consent to the marriage and that they are making a life-long commitment.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I think there should be a form of words (like that currently in use in civil ceremonies) that is applicable in all marriage services. The wedding is a public
declaration made in front of members of the society in which the couple live. The central premise should not be altered.

Consultation Question 44:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It seems reasonable for a couple who wish to have a service to express their commitment to each other within a religious framework should be allowed
to do so.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A marriage is a public declaration of the two participants that they are free to marry each other without any legal impediment. As such it should be in a
place with open doors, not private or in secret

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a serious undertaking and should take place somewhere which is dignified and safe.
Because it is a public declaration this would preclude some sorts of venues - eg private houses or gardens, or places such as the London Eye. It should be
possible for the marriage service to be viewed by members of the public and it should be a place where other things aren't going on at the same time, eg
not a restaurant, museum. It should not be done in great privacy, nor should it be done for show.

outdoors,

Please share your views below:

There are suitable places out of doors (eg in the grounds of a hotel. I do not think that on water, in the air or in private homes are suitable because of the
need for the marriage to take place publicly.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I believe that weddings in specifically religious (or non-religious) venues should be available for the use of people who wish to express their marriage
vows within the framework of the religion of the venue. They should not be interchangeable.

Consultation Question 51:

No



Please expand on your answer:

I think there should be a register of locations that have been approved by the state. This could be added to if application is made and approved. It should
not be dependent on the officiant, who could be open to bribery.

Consultation Question 52:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See my answer to the previous question. The officiant should not have this responsibility.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

On the assumption that some of these changes are going to be made, then I would welcome guidance to be produced by the GRO

Consultation Question 53:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I think venues should be approved by a central body and that it should not be up to the officiant to agree to the location. This approval would be granted
to venues that provide suitable, dignified, safe venues that are not secret or taking place between closed doors.

Please share your views below:

The General Registrar Office should be responsible and those wanting to get married should have access to the list

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The date and the location seem a minimum, in order to trace records back if need be.
the information about the parents acts as a means of putting those individuals into their context, and for possible tracing of ancestry/family trees. People
are not simply freestanding individuals without a history.

Consultation Question 55:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I think if the couple are getting married in England then they should register the marriage in English, with Welsh as an optional extra, and vice versa in
Wales. It should not be possible to register the marriage only in the language where the marriage has not taken place, eg in Welsh for a marriage taking
place in England

Consultation Question 56:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The registration should take place in person, at the time of the wedding. Surely it should be a minimum requirement that both parties are present, both
to make their declarations/vows and to register the marriage in writing

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Other



Please expand on your answer:

It's possible that if there minor mistakes in the issuance of the schedule or marriage document (such as a spelling mistake) these can be overlooked and
the marriage still legal.

I think the marriage should be rendered void if there are no witnesses. The presence of witnesses ensure that there has been a record of what has
happened.

The schedule or marriage document must be signed as this is the legal document that can be produced when required as proof that the marriage has
taken place.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

If the couple have not cohabited for any period after its celebration this may be grounds for nullifying the marriage. However there may be very good
reasons why the couple have not cohabited, eg separation due to war or sickness. I think the circumstances would determine any decisions

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

I think all these people should be allowed to marry. I appreciate that the usual regulations about venues etc may have to be waived in these
circumstances.

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I presume that this question is referring to people with a terminal illness

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I think as far as possible within these circumstances that nothing should be done remotely and every effort be made for the preliminaries, the ceremony
and the schedule should all be signed with both people present

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Onlly in cases of emergency, not simply out of choice.

Consultation Question 69:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Again, only in cases of extreme emergency, not solely out of the participants' choice.

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

As this would be in emergency only, the name and registration of the ship and the name of the officiant would not be known beforehand

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

I think weddings such as this should only take place in extreme circumstances, and as such a civil wedding would cover all eventualities

Consultation Question 74:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

I think the current law makes it plain that marriage is a serious legal contract with specific requirements that have to be met before the marriage can take
place. I don't think these requirements should be weakened

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I think the cost of a civil wedding should be as low as possible (with possible 'add-ons' if desired) so that if the couple are having a religious/non-religious
wedding first, the additional cost would not be too great

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

n/a

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

n/a

No

Please expand on your answer:

n/a

No

Please expand on your answer:

n/a

No

Please expand on your answer:

n/a

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:



n/a

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

n/a

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It remains an important safeguard to ensure that an officiant oversees the marriage.

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

One of the Law Commission’s goals is that “the
ceremony that is meaningful to the couple should be
recognised by law”. This can happen at the moment
in churches that do not have an authorised person,
by having a civil registrar to register the marriage.
The consultation itself recognises that around half of places
of worship registered for weddings do not have a
person authorised to conduct weddings. Many of
these will be churches, who are able to conduct
weddings at the moment but will not be able to under
the proposals unless they appoint an authorised person.
If this becomes impossible, many couples who attend
such churches are likely to require a civil ceremony
separate to their church wedding.

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

The expression “contrary to public policy or morality” is too
subjective. It could result in a person being excluded
from nominating officiants simply because they hold a view that, while legal, is unpopular.
The test should focus on objective criteria, such as supporting illegal
activity.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Wedding officiants at present have to be highly trained registrars or religious representatives. The latter are likely to have strongly-held beliefs on
marriage. Allowing independent officiants would open up the way for those who may not place such a high value on marriage. Having independent
officiants would set a low bar
for the seriousness of the wedding, and it is unclear what safeguards or training would
be in place.

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is important to underpin the aim to ensure marriage meaningful and undertaken with due respect and dignity.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This question proposes removing the 'prescribed words' under the Marriage Act 1949
and instead requiring only the expression of consent “whether orally or otherwise”.
The prescribed words form a foundation for the
marriage declarations, which are solemn promises made between the parties. Without them the wedding ceremony risks becoming meaningless - still
legally recognised but devoid of spoken words or promises.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Personalisation is one thing - and it is already allowable in a non-legally binding ceremony. This proposal risks trivialising legal marriage which is meant to
be "solemn and dignified" according to the Law Commission. It is important that a legal wedding ceremony reflects the seriousness of the commitment
the parties are making to each other. 'Full customisation' needs further safeguards than a subjective judgment about 'ensuring the dignity and solemnity'
of marriage.

Consultation Question 44:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is important to society as a whole. The ‘open doors’ requirement is a valuable part of wedding day celebrations. If a wedding is not publicly
accessible, this would send the signal that the marriage is private and only of interest to the couple. An 'open door'
ensures that weddings are open to any member of the public, not just those invited, and is is a way of protecting against e.g. forced marriage or bigamy.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

There are advantages in this proposal but the relaxation needs safeguards. What will be put in place to ensure the dignity of such ceremonies? For
example, the following question invites views on weddings “in the air”. There is a danger that a very broad interpretation would lead to a 'Disneyfication'
of the ceremony. Safeguards are needed to ensure venues are appropriate and do not detract from the solemnity of the occasion.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

No

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is important to maintain the distinction between religious and non-religious ceremonies. For that reason, religious venues should be reserved for
religious ceremonies. But many churches without their own buildings also use secular venues such as community halls. They should be able to have their
weddings in non-religious venues.

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Any such guidance should take full account of the responses above and underscore the aims to ensure ceremonies/venues contribute to upholding the
principles of dignity and solemnity.

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

N/A



Please share your views below:

N/A

Consultation Question 46:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Not really necessary

Consultation Question 47:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Support that the requirement for a wedding to take place with open doors should be repealed.
As the new process will establish any impediments , or not prior, will eliminate need for open doors.
Household ceremonies should not have open doors.



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YFFV-Z

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-30 10:53:53

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There are a significant number of churches that currently use civil registrars to register weddings - they are not staffed to have their own authorised
individual.

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

At face value this proposal sounds sensible but the statement 'contrary to public policy or morality' is a very subjective statement. The test should focus
on objective criteria such as
' illegal activities or support of areas like terrorism, or promoting violent actions to undermine government ,democracy or rule of law'.
This proposal could in its present form prevent those with currently unpopular views ( eg sexuality issues) but which are entirely legal being excluded
from the role of of nominating officiants.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Our present system ensures that those officiating at weddings are highly trained registrars or religious representatives. They are therefore likely to have a
high regard for marriage & strongly held beliefs. If it is permitted for independent officiants this could & probably would open the door to those who may
not have a high regard for marriage.

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a very important step & any commitment must be taken very seriously, without prescribed words the ceremony could become a farce & be
treated far too lightly.
This could also encourage commercialism & also risk the use of the ceremony for sensationalising the event.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Personalising the ceremony would again lead to a multiplicity of events - it is far more important that the wedding reflects the seriousness of the whole
commitment.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A definite NO! A wedding ceremony can certainly be with family & selected friends but should all be open which is a valuable part of the ceremony. This is
a ceremony that is not an exclusive private affair but is very important to society as a whole.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The wording 'places that are dignified & safe' is so vague & open to abuse that dignity & safety could be interpreted in any way at all. 



Marriage is a solemn occasion & this proposal must not detract from that.

Please share your views below:

Weddings are not for spectacular purposes or trying to create the most novel situation.
I can forsee the ridiculous race to have the most extreme & unusual wedding venue if this proposal is not limited. The law should limit venues to ensure
that people concentrate on their future commitment & not on trying to impress or make the news.

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I am an unmarried .

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:



Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a solomn undertaking that should have prior consideration and involvement with family and friends.

Abolishing the need for being in the district where the wedding is to take place looks like enabling all sorts of hasty decisions to be made! Marriage is not
a hasty decision.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Sounds a reasonable idea.

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

This gives a couple time to consider what they are doing. Marriage is a serious undertaking and not a flight of fancy.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

There is the possibility of coercion if things take place remotely. Forced marriage against an individual's will would be made more possible.

How could an officiant determine remotely that it was a forced marriage? Meeting a couple in person enables an officiant to gather a sense of the
willingness of both parties.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Happy for this to continue.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes in principle, but how would privacy be maintained? Is this compatible with privacy laws and the privacy rights of the people involved?

Would the people planning to be married be able to agree to this or ask for it not to be displayed online? Their agreement would seem to be very
important.

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



A concern I have is who would choose the substitute officiant? If it is a church then that is the business of the church denomination in question.

Please share your views below:

A person is either an officiant or not an officiant. This statement about substitutes seems to be muddying the issue.

If they are legally an officiant then they can act as such but if they are not then no they should not even be considered as a substitute.

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Our country is not that big and people meet and decide to marry from many parts of the country. This proposal looks like putting barriers in the way of
banns being read relating to a person's place of domicile if they subsequently marry elsewhere in the country depending on the chosen venue.

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

I think things should remain as they currently stand.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

I think the requirement for documentary evidence and meeting with the individuals in question should be maintained.

Removal of this looks like a slipshod way of going on. Why wouldn't a clergyman have the right to check if a person has been previously divorced? If this
does not remain, the clergy could be drawn into officiating at bigamous marriages.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Agree to making separate declarations. Marriage is a serious business not a pastime, why not take it seriously?

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If these safeguards are not met, then coercive marriages could well result.

Consultation Question 20:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Have not comment to make on civil weddings.

Consultation Question 21:

Other



Please expand on your answer:

Have no comment to make on this.

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Agree.

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

If people do not want a religious wedding they are able to marry in a registry office. I am not sure of the need for this.

Please share your views below:

My only comment is that the sanctity of the marriage service be upheld by the nature of the proposed venue. If people feel there is no importance,
sanctity or seriousness in the service they are willing to be married in, they should probably think again.

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Why would non-religous belief organisations be meeting for worship in furtherence of their beliefs? This is a contradiction in terms.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

What is public policy? You are therefore suggesting that the law should expressly exclude religious organisations and non-religious belief organisations
from nominating offciants based on policy and law that is not revealed in the question!

Frankly a farcial question.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

If the person is fitted to the office by virtue of the organisation they belong to.

Consultation Question 28:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

What is the present situation - not clearly outlined here or the reason to make this proposal.

Consultation Question 29:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Agree but how are these people removed if not proved satisfactory? Or judged not to be satisfactory.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There are generally set fees for marriages, funerals etc why not have a recommended charge for officiants. It is a job role that should be transparent in
terms of role and fee structure and should be comparable with others performing the same job.

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There should be no conflict of interest.

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Why marry if there is no deeper meaning to the participants involved!

Consultation Question 36:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

What happens now? Do people that officiate at register offices not already have this guidance?

No to issue guidance to churches - this is part of the solomn undertaking of clergy why would they need guidance from a secular organisation as to how
to conduct a service of marriage that originally emanated solely from the church?

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, otherwise how could people be monitored or judged fit from a remote organisation?

Consultation Question 38:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The General Register Office should not have the power to de-authorise nominated officiants from the church. The church bodies concerned should
undertake this based on their own findings.

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Why not state there is no impediment in the hearing of those attending? The person would not be undertaking the ceremony if there was found to be an
impediment. The Marriage service and vows is a declaration in front of the congregation for the reason that those attending are witness to the
declaration.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This looks coercive and that the people wishing to be married have what they want come what may. How will this affect the solemnity and beauty of a
church service that has historic and theological significance?

Consultation Question 44:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Why 'provisionally' propose? The wording suggests there may be special rules in the future.

Why would the law interfere with theological matters of differing denominations? The law should stick to the contractual element of a marriage contract.

Consultation Question 45:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If religious content is wished for, people should choose to marry within a religious denomination that suports and upholds that religious content.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

People who contractually marry in a register office may wish to have their wedding blessed in a church - what is the reasoning for people being denied
this?

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is a historical clause but still has uses in modern day to avoid coercive marriage behind locked doors.

Chapter 7: Location



Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A wedding celebrates a marriage which is an undertaking involving comittment and a degree of serious intent. If a venue does not lend itself naturally to
this then the ceremony could be seen as something of a comedy.

Please share your views below:

Front of mind should be what upholds the serious intent of what is a contractual and emotional comittment? Jumping out of an airplane is a hobby.
Marriage is not.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

You are therefore licencing random locations? May have unforseen implications and open to coercive situations.

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

No

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Completely agree.

No

Please expand on your answer:

Why would a clergyman need guidance from a Gvt agency - discernment is part of the role of a minister of religion. Do not devolve decision making from
church officiants!

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 66:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(1) the same fee as other cases in which the registration officer must travel to the person giving notice, set nationally on a cost-recovery basis; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

The current law does not discourage people from marrying. The question implies that law has presidence over personal decision making and will which
should not be the case and is presently not the case.

A person will marry another regardless of law or contractual arrangements surrounding the union. This is secondary to the comittment that marriage
represents and is between the two people involved.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



The question suggests that people are dissauded from marriage due to cost constraints - I would suggest in my experience that this is hardly the case.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

A wedding need not be an expensive business but it has become so but not because of the contractual or theological requirements marriage is set within.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

For some reason all the questions relate to 'cost' being the bar to marriage. Is this where marriage has got to?

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is recognised by the law

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:



N/A

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

three days;

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Agree however:

It does not go far enough. Officiants should have a wider responsibility to ensure that the content and tone of the legal ceremony upholds the dignity and
solemnity of marriage.

Also the proposals need to define what is meant by ‘dignity’ and ‘solemnity’.

Consultation Question 36:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Agree provided that faith organisations have an input as to their requirements

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

But a due process is in place with those who nominated.

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

A wedding is a public declaration in which society and the state have an interest and the seriousness and solemnity of a marriage ceremony. A particular
ceremony should not just be allowed because the couple wants it, but because it is appropriate for such a significant event

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As per question 44 all religious groups should be allowed to be able to impose their own requirements as a matter of their own practice.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If certain faiths are not allowed to perform their weddings as Anglican, Jewish and Quaker groups what choice have they?

Consultation Question 47:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YFYS-G

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-30 11:14:05

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

No organisation

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

No comment

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

We were married legally in an Church of England Church in 1962

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

N/a

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

N/a

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

N/a

Consultation Question 2:



Please share your views below:

N/a

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

N/a

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Too short, would make a farce of the barrier. Any period must be aimed at creating the opportunity for barriers to legal marriage being known

Consultation Question 5:

No

Please expand on your answer:

In person seems an essential part of the idea of notice

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

Just seems an unnecessary rush, most marriages are planned months and months in advance

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Too easy to fix a remote interview

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a public act which has implications for the whole nation, even if in a very small way

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Reasonable

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Protection of everyone involved



Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Of course

Please share your views below:

No

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Seems an unnecessary change; do we assume that the UK will fall apart

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

About time

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

In all home areas of the couple, otherwise the publicity for protection point is nullified

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Is it a necessary increase of bureaucracy in a busy life? The first part makes sense, but the second part would seem only necessary if suspicions arose

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Surely this should apply to every marriage. An Anglican service is a very public occasion, some other venues are not so public so that if anything this
should be required in other venues more than in a church service which is by definition a public event

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, there is absolutely no reason to change this

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Obvious

Consultation Question 20:

Other

Please expand on your answer:



What do you mean? Is the only in the right place? On the face of it you are suggesting that registration officers should not be allowed to do anything else,
which is surprising. Do you actually wish to say that no one else but registration officers should be permitted to officiate at civil marriages? Very difficult to
answer a question that is badly drafted

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Don’t see the need for more unless we assume corruption among registration officers

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Seems no need fro change

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Why not?

Consultation Question 24:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

The definition is good as far as it goes, but too wide a door could lead to abuse and profiteering even.

Please share your views below:

A list seems very like a police state and undesirable, but there has to be a limiting factor. My previous answer would lead me to suppose that your
definition is not defining enough

Consultation Question 25:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

The number troubles me. How will you decide that number and is 19 too few? Some other factor than mere numbers is needed to identify a suitable
organisation.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

No; that is a widen open door to improper persecution of reasonably held but unpopular beliefs

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Office seems in some ways a better identifier of suitable people

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Why bother with all the preceding safeguards if this is allowed

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Of course

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Assuming that is what happens to registration officers for civil weddings

Consultation Question 32:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

How is the work of officiating to be paid for, if charges cannot be made? The Anglican Church has an official list of charges for weddings. Why shouldn’t
there be a list that applied to all other weddings

Consultation Question 33:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

What is a conflict of interest? Could a relative not officiate in case there is a conflict of interest?
Doesn’t the fees question belong somewhere else? See my previous comment

Consultation Question 34:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Point 1 simply bars everyone from being nominated as there can be no nominee who does not fall into one or other category. It seems to me nonsense.
Point 2 is right

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

What is the point of all this otherwise?

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Careful as to how obligatory this guidance becomes

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Too much training is too much and unhelpful. If the person is a responsible officiant they do need continuing nagging

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Persons getting married should consent verbally and publicly and should have to state that they know of no impediment
There must be a spoken consent and a signed document showing that the marriage happened with consent.
The requirement to speak in public puts extra pressure to assist in identifying falsity in these matters
Marriage can only be marriage once it is consummated

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Don’t interfere; if you permit religious content, allow it and don’t then try to stop it again.

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

For some people this is a very important provision, especially for those who feel strongly about the significance of marrying a second time after divorce.
Removing it would be very cruel

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is by definition a public event, permanently altering the relation of the people involved with the rest of society. It must be a public event;
otherwise the whole set of rules is a nonsense



Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Without wishing to prevent flexibility and acknowledging that other countries hold ceremonies in many and various places quite properly, the word
anywhere is ridiculous.

on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or

Please share your views below:

Private homes are a problem as they run contrary to the need to be public, but why not a ceremony in somebodies garden? Perhaps a set of controlling
rules about the sort of venue might work. At the moment the regulations do seem to work quite well and I cannot see that they need changing

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Being public is fundamental to marriage

Consultation Question 50:

Other

Other

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Why do we need this bit?

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Probably they will be reasonable judges of whether the venue is suitable

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Of course

No

Please expand on your answer:

Surely if choices have been properly made, the officiants should be able to make a suitable decision

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

The officiant should be responsible and a visit to the site must be the minimum requirement

Chapter 8: Registration



Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Paper is known to be more durable. Archivists know that only too well. In later generations people will wish to research histories. It is all too clear that not
only do electronic methods of saving material decline faster, but changes in computer systems make earlier systems unreadable. Paper is essential

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The mistakes issue is harsh, but the other provisions are essential

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Where is the provision to prevent bigamy?

Consultation Question 59:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consummation is an essential feature. Other wise we could have phoney marriages being used for all sorts of undesirable purposes

No

Please expand on your answer:

No good reason

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:



Please share your views below:

No

Consultation Question 63:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

But there should be some means of enabling marriage to occur before death in extreme circumstances. Surely the point is to deal with important issues
for those who are dying

Consultation Question 64:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Don’t see where this is going

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But only an emergency

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Why restrict it?

Consultation Question 71:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

How can we know the answer to this?

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(2) there should be no fee.

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

The number of people wishing to marry is not determined by regulations but the current view of the value of marriage in the community and the
understanding of that value held by the couple. I see no likelihood of the changes having much affect. If any I would expect them to further devalue
marriage. I can see no prospect of these proposals making marriage more popular

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

There is no obvious sign of regulatory factors being the important matter in deciding the cost of weddings. They are minute compared with the other
costs usually found in getting married

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I can’t see any benefits in your proposals. In my opinion they are a waste of time and valuable resources when the nation faces a deep crisis

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

I have no views on this

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

I see no benefits

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

They seem to manage fairly well

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

None, except observing people getting married and how they do or don’t come to that point

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I don’t see how it will make any difference if a couple want to go somewhere else, they will go

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



No views

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No views

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No views

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

The biggest cost will be in all the extra legislative activity and the resultant administrative expenses. What a waste of money



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YFFE-F

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-30 11:14:37

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:



No

Please expand on your answer:

One of the purposes of the marriage ceremony is for the couple to make their commitment to each other in the community in which they live.

Consultation Question 5:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This would downplay the seriousness and importance of the marriage ceremony.

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I understand that this responsibility applies to the conduct of the officiant rather than the content of the ceremony. I would like to see officiants having a
wider duty to ensure that the content and tone of the legal ceremony upholds the dignity and solemnity of marriage. The proposals need to define what
is meant by "dignity" and "solemnity" and the officiant should have the authority to refuse ceremonies which do not reach these standards.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

See above.

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It should not be possible for someone to get married without being present at the wedding ceremony - this is open to all sorts of abuse.
Allowing couples to say anything they like or nothing at all would undermine the solemnity of the wedding ceremony and the seriousness of the
commitment being made. There is a form of words used in every situation where someone is taking up a responsibility - eg. political office etc. Allowing
couples to "personalise" their ceremony cheapens it and overlooks the fact that marriage is a commitment made before the community - it is a public
declaration.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a serious commitment and this should be reflected in the form of the ceremony - as mentioned in my previous answer, "personalising" the
ceremony cheapens it and takes away the solemnity of the occasion. Anything which downgrades the seriousness and solemnity of marriage should be
avoided.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The "open doors" requirement is instrumental in conveying the public nature of marriage vows - as already mentioned in a previous answer, marriage is a
public declaration to the community at large.
The "open doors" requirement also gives some protection against forced marriage, which remains a problem in our society.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No



Please expand on your answer:

I strongly believe that wedding venues should uphold the solemnity and seriousness of the marriage ceremony.

Please share your views below:

If the above venues were approved there would be no limits on where marriage ceremonies could take place. It would lead to most unsuitable venues
being used (as has already occurred in unofficial wedding ceremonies) and couples competing with each other for the most outlandish setting.

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

"Safety" and "Dignity" need to be clearly defined.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences



Consultation Question 57:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YFQD-S

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-30 11:15:41

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Having had plenty of experience of the benefits and limitations of video conferencing over recent months, I consider that an in-person interview provides
the best safeguard against the possibility of coercive control, given the legal consequences of the commitments to be undertaken by the couple.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

However, it would be premature at the present time to consider this as the sole and exclusive means of giving notice.

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Agreed



Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

1. power to call, for evidence, yes: power to check but not requirement to check
2. agreed.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Would prefer a number higher than 20: e.g. 50

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

The phrase "contrary to public policy or morality. could be very difficult to apply in practice: perhaps a standard such as social cohesion would be simpler.

Consultation Question 27:



Please share your views below:

Not agreed. It is important in such a scenario that the organisation has responsibility for exercising disciplinary / safeguarding measures to ensure
continued individual suitability.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Authorisation should be renewed every 10 years up to the age of 70 and every 3 years thereafter.

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The existing legal form of contracting words is an important common denominator / baseline for the formation of a marriage with the legal consequences
that follow from it. It remains an important objective standard.

Consultation Question 44:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I agree subject to the need to include the standard legal form of contracting words.

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I am not in principle against a private ceremony attended in person at least by the couple and their witnesses, provided that this is in conjunction with a
robust system of trained and competent officiants. But I think this should not become the norm and that if it does take place there should be a written
record of the reasons, which should be given at the time of interview.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Other



Please expand on your answer:

Agreed in principle, subject to suitable arrangements being in place for the health, safety and welfare (including public health precautions) of all
attending, covered by an appropriate insurance policy.

outdoors,, on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

As above in relation to privacy not being the norm and the need for heath, safety and welfare precautions to be in place, backed by insurance cover.

Consultation Question 49:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Agreed subject to the previous comments. if insurance cover is mandatory, that is likely to result in unsuitable places becoming unavailable and,
conversely, properly-managed locations being recognised and therefore affordable.

Consultation Question 50:

No

Other

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Organisations, whether religious or not, should be able to determine whether to permit non-religious or religious ceremonies, as the case may be, on
their premises, in accordance with their own tenets.

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Subject to a mandatory requirement that insurance cover for the event at that location is in place.

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

GRO should take responsibility and there will need to be standard criteria for approval covering the management of the premises, the health safety and
welfare arrangements in place and the existence of adequate insurance cover. After initial approval, approval would need to be renewed at intervals of
no more than 3 years or on change of ownership and/or insurer, if sooner

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The presence of witnesses , unlike the other points, is not merely procedural: it is a substantive safeguard (albeit not failsafe) against impropriety.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Again, a distinction needs to be made between procedural provisions such as 1, which would be fine, and substantive provisions such as 3, which might
be justifiable only in extremis.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

It follows from the previous response that dispensing with the requirement for in-person should only apply in limited circumstances and not apply to all
couples. There is a danger in basing proposals based upon COVID experiences that may not be relevant in future unknown circumstances.

No

Please expand on your answer:

Too vague. And if the "emergency provisions" are used, they are no longer an emergency but normal.

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The name of the officiant should be a requirement in all cases.

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 74:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, subject to a scanned copy being submitted within the time limit: all vessels these days should have the technology to be able to do this.

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals



Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YFN2-4

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-30 11:16:50

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

no experience

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It would turn the country into a Las Vegas of marriage

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

I agree

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A public declaration using prescribed solemn consent wording is necessary to maintain the true nature of marriage

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The proposal would lead to the trivialisation of marriage

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Open doors help to minimise the chance of couples undertaking forced marriages

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The venue must reflect the solemn nature of the commitment couples are undertaking

on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

No



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There should be objective test criteria as to safety & dignity

No

Please expand on your answer:

Mere guidance is not enough

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Unaware of any problems

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Danger of trivialising marriage

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Danger of trivialising marriage

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(2) there should be no fee.

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

I don't believe that the current law discourages people from marrying. I don't think the proposed changes will make a difference

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

The declining marriage rate is about fear of commitment rather than current law

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Don't see any potential benefits

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Don't see any potential benefits



Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No impact

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No potential benefit

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YFF1-U

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-30 11:32:38

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

None

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Married in a Baptist Church with Registrar present.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

No Obstacle

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:



Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

7 days should be retained, unless specific circumstances exist such as a terminal illness.

Consultation Question 5:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No objection to on-line etc., but why is a personal interview required. I don't remember having one prior to my marriage.

After seeing later Question, I can see the value of a personal interviw to protect sham or forced marriages

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

No view

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

If a sham or forced marriage is suspected an in person interview should be required.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Continue to allow this

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

All "Officiants" should be Trained and Regidtered to undertake a marriage ceremony

Consultation Question 13:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

No, very restrictive

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes, that should remain

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes, continue with that check

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Insufficient control; this leaves the door open to sham or forced marriage

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Insufficient control; this leaves the door open to sham or forced marriage

Please share your views below:

I believe their should always be an independant Officiate present

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I believe their should always be an independant Officiate present

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

I believe their should always be an independant Officiate present

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

I believe their should always be an independant Officiate present; i.e not associated with the organisation

Consultation Question 28:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I believe their should always be an independant Officiate present; i.e not associated with the organisation

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I believe their should always be an independant Officiate present; i.e not associated with the organisation

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I believe more than "Guidance" should be required, guidance can be ignored

Consultation Question 37:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I don't agree; should be open to review and withdrawal by statuatory authorities

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Should re-apply every 5 years

Consultation Question 41:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Require a test every 5 years that they understand their responsibilities and the law

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Currently particular places are approved; this is sufficient

in private homes.

Please share your views below:

Marriage is a serious commitment in law and should not be trivialised

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage ceremonies should be open to public scrunity.

Consultation Question 50:



Yes

No

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See previous answers

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Don't agree venues should be "anywhere"

No

Please expand on your answer:

Don't agree venues should be "anywhere"

Consultation Question 53:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Don't agree venues should be "anywhere"

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Witness should be required to make the Marriage valid

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Need to protect against sham marriages

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Both civil and religious options are freely open to all.

Consultation Question 60:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This would potentially put off those of limited means

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Keep the fee as for the Registry Office

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

The current provision of Civil and Religious marrages is NO hinderance to marriage.

It is social attitudes that has change and a lack of commitment to stable familis and a "me" culture

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

The current provision of Civil and Religious marrages is NO hinderance to marriage.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

The current provision of Civil and Religious marrages is NO hinderance to marriage.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :



The current provision of Civil and Religious marrages is NO hinderance to marriage.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

The current provision of Civil and Religious marrages is NO hinderance to marriage.

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Very little, other than allowing Registrars to be dismissed if they refuse to conduct "same-sex" weddings

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No view

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YFF7-1

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-30 11:42:47

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I am married but it is recognised by law!

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Don't these proposals assume that everyone has online access? Isn't it against our human rights to limit public display to a format that may not be
accessible to all. I am partly happy with question 9, but I would add further public display to allow access for those without online access.

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

I am very worried about the wording of this question. To my mind, it is a not very veiled threat to religious organisations and their moral teachings e.g.
that marriage is between a a man and a woman only. I am very concerned that this wording is really saying, change your moral teachings to whatever
parliament decides or else we will not allow you to conduct marriages. This goes way over the remit of parliament and the Law and amounts to draconian
practices akin to those found in Communist China. This question 26 in its wording is overstepping religious rights and freedom of conscience. This
question, above all others fills me with dread and I would plead with you to reconsider or reword it.

I find increasingly, that most the governments consultations regarding such matters as marriage, protected rights, human rights etc seek to (whether
intentionally or unintentionally) seriously undermine religious beliefs and rights and the right to freedom of conscience.

Consultation Question 27:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Each offiant should be subject to the same rules regarding charging and fees.

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I am happy that officiants should have a responsibility to uphold the dignity and solemnity of marriage. However, your proposals seem to indicate that
the duty is limited to the conduct of the officiant rather than the content of the ceremony. Without responsibility for the content I'm sorry but the whole
ceremony becomes a joke; pray to the whims and fancies of individual choice - making a mockery of the solemnity and dignity of marriage. These
proposals simply reduce the institution of marriage to yet another consumer choice; making the whole thing throwaway, light-hearted and transient.
Officiants should have a wider responsibility to ensure that the content and tone of the legal ceremony reflect the seriousness of the occasion. I would go
further and say that the responsibility of the officiant should also be limited that that there should be strict guidelines regarding content and tone to help
protect the dignity and solemnity of marriage. It should not be reduced to a mere consumer product or else it loses all it's dignity, power and meaning.
At the same time, the proposals need to define what is meant by 'dignity' and 'solemnity'. The standards you propose can't be very high if ceremonies
"taking place in the air" seem to pass them!

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, as long as these guidelines allow for freedom of respect with regard to a wedding as a religious institution should the participants both be religious.
These guidelines should not prohibit religious ceremonies in line with their religious teachings if that is what both parties wish.

Consultation Question 37:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I am unsure about this - given the present way in which various laws and proposals are being introduced, I am worried that the wording regarding
question 39 would led to Church officials being barred for simply upholding the moral and religious teachings of their particular faith.

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

• Say that it should not be possible for someone to get married without being present at the wedding ceremony. Simply signing the marriage schedule is
inadequate. Signatures could easily be faked or given under duress, especially if signed elsewhere
• Couples would be able to say anything they like or nothing at all. This is a major departure from the public declarations always considered foundational
to the legal
marriage ceremony. Given all our experiences of personal fads and individual taste, the outlandish and extremism would become the norm. This risks
undermining the solemnity of the wedding ceremony and denying the seriousness of the commitment being made.
• You can note that there is already a large amount of flexibility in the wedding ceremony. The prescribed words are minimal and couples can add to
them in all
sorts of ways.
• It isn't a great deal to ask that some specific phrases are used to show that both people freely consent to the lifetime commitment they are entering
into. If they can't even do this then one begins to question their commitment and seriousness in the first place.
• The idea that a couple should be able to completely personalise their ceremony comes from a wrong view of marriage. A wedding is not just about the
couple. The
couple enter into a union which is understood by society and has been legally defined. So society and the law have an interest in the making of a public
declaration. The
logic of a wholly self-defined marriage ceremony is for marriage to be decoupled from the law and wider society. Marriage would become an entirely
private matter, rather like a personal hobby. Also, it is my strong belief that the more you personalise something instead of making it stronger and more
serious and committed, the opposite occurs and the thing actually becomes less serious and more trivial, reduced to the level of a consumer product with
a limited shelf-life, ready to be disgarded once boredom sets in.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

You should reiterate the seriousness and solemnity of a marriage ceremony. A particular ceremony should not just be allowed because the couple wants 
it, but because it is appropriate for such a significant event. Once personal taste becomes the sole arbiter of the ceremony all significance is lost. 
• The idea that a couple should be able to choose everything about a wedding ceremony comes from a wrong view of marriage. A wedding is a public 
declaration in which society and the state have an interest. Marriage is an institution and one of the bedrocks of our society, not yet another product in 
our consumer society. 
• Unofficial wedding ceremonies have included themes such as Alice in Wonderland, James Bond, Lord of the Rings, Game of Thrones. One has to ask if



any of these reflect the true dignity and meaning of marriage? Marriage is and should also be something more than a consumer product yet these
proposals reduce it to that level. Reduce it to that trivial and transient level and the ceremony becomes simply about how cool or memorable we look
rather than a serious and potentially life-long commitment of love and fidelity. You only have to look at the CBBC programme, 'Marrying mum and dad',
to see that all seriousness and solemnity is reduced to nothing. There is no substance behind the ceremony which is reduced to the level of a show.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The “open doors” requirement helps convey the public nature of wedding declarations.
This requirement was introduced hundreds of years ago as a protection against forced marriage, which is still a problem in our society.
Removing the requirement encourages a false perception that marriage is a private matter without any public significance.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

What about the seriousness and solemnity of a marriage ceremony? Venues should not simply be allowed because marrying couples want them, but
because they are appropriate places to hold such a significant ceremony.

I agree that while there are some specific benefits in a wider variety of venues being allowed (for example churches who do not own their own building),
but I am very wary that these proposals would just legitimise inappropriate settings.

This question specifically asks about couples having ceremonies “in the air”, meaning the safe and dignified test doesn’t seem too hard to meet. Would
weddings
also be allowed in McDonald’s?

Unofficial wedding ceremonies have taken place in an S&M dungeon, underwater, and at a Comic Book convention with a couple dressed as comic book
heroes. It would be completely incompatible with the dignity of marriage for venues like these to host legal weddings. Again, most of these proposals
reduce marriage to yet another consumer product - which it is not!

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Given the proper guidelines

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

There is a lack of clarity in how venues would be tested for “dignity” and “safety”.
While the proposals call for guidance from the General Register Office, the terms are not defined and stringent safeguards should be proposed.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

there should be witnesses if the marriage is to be taken seriously; marriage is a public act as well as a personal one

Consultation Question 58:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YFQQ-6

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-30 11:59:37

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Yes it is the sham weddings that concern me.
so there must be more ways to register and vet the individuals applying

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

This must be investigated and approved to overcome false claims

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

This should be allowed in both parishes of the individuals involved



Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

This should be the case for every one involved

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

YES very important

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This does not go far enough.
Officiants should have a wider
responsibility to ensure that the content and tone of the
legal ceremony upholds the dignity and solemnity of
marriage.
These proposals need to define what is meant by
‘dignity’ and ‘solemnity’. The consultation seems to view
ceremonies taking place “in the air” as being compatible
with these tests, which suggests they are easy standards
to reach.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Say that it should not be possible for someone to get
married without being present at the wedding ceremony.
Simply signing the marriage schedule is inadequate.
• Couples would be able to say anything they like or
nothing at all. This is a major departure from the public
declarations always considered foundational to the legal
marriage ceremony.
• Please state that this risks undermining the solemnity of
the wedding ceremony and denying the seriousness of
the commitment being made.
• You can note that there is already a large amount of
flexibility in the wedding ceremony. The prescribed
words are minimal and couples can add to them in all
sorts of ways.
• It is not very much to ask that some specific phrases
are used to show that both people freely consent to the
lifetime commitment they are entering into.
• The idea that a couple should be able to completely
personalise their ceremony comes from a wrong view of
marriage. A wedding is not just about the couple. The
couple enter into a union which is understood by society
and has been legally defined. So society and the law
have an interest in the making of a public declaration. The
logic of a wholly self-defined marriage ceremony is for
marriage to be decoupled from the law and wider society.
Marriage would become an entirely private matter, rather
like a personal hobby.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

You should reiterate the seriousness and solemnity of a 
marriage ceremony. A particular ceremony should not 
just be allowed because the couple wants it, but because 
it is appropriate for such a significant event. 
The idea that a couple should be able to choose 
everything about a wedding ceremony comes from 
a wrong view of marriage. A wedding is a public



declaration in which society and the state have an 
interest. 
Unofficial wedding ceremonies have included themes 
such as Alice in Wonderland, James Bond, Lord of the 
Rings, Game of Thrones, Marvel comics, Beauty and the 
Beast, Harry Potter, Star Wars and Flash Gordon. One 
had a ‘Woodland Fairy themed ceremony with ponies 
dressed as unicorns’ while another couple dressed 
as hedgehogs. It is very doubtful that many of these 
reflected how seriously marriage should be taken.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

You can respond that the “open doors” requirement helps
convey the public nature of wedding declarations.
The open doors requirement was introduced hundreds
of years ago as a protection against forced marriage.
This is still a problem in our society.
Removing the requirement encourages a false perception
that marriage is a private matter without any public
significance.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Venues should not simply be allowed
because marrying couples want them, but because
they are appropriate places to hold such a significant
ceremony.
There are some specific benefits in a wider variety of
venues being allowed (for example churches who do not
own their own building), but you should express caution
that this should not legitimise inappropriate settings.

Please share your views below:

Venues should not simply be allowed 
because marrying couples want them, but because 
they are appropriate places to hold such a significant 
ceremony. 
Question 48 specifically asks about couples having 
ceremonies “in the air”, meaning the safe and dignified



test doesn’t seem too hard to meet. Would weddings 
also be allowed in McDonald’s? 
Unofficial wedding ceremonies have taken place in 
an S&M dungeon, underwater, and at a Comic Book 
convention with a couple dressed as comic book heroes. 
It would be completely incompatible with the dignity of 
marriage for venues like these to host legal weddings.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

There is a lack of clarity in
how venues would be tested for “dignity” and “safety”.
While the proposals call for guidance from the General
Register Office, the terms are not defined and stringent
safeguards should be proposed.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(1) the same fee as other cases in which the registration officer must travel to the person giving notice, set nationally on a cost-recovery basis; or



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :



Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YFF3-W

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-30 12:15:18

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

N.A.

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Felt it was important to be legally binding as we were making a lifelong commitment to each other . It is recognised by society as well as personally.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N.A.

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

No legal barriers.

Consultation Question 3:



Please share your views below:

Many cancelled including friends weddings .
One couple did get married but so small bec of restrictions on numbers .

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not sure . Concerned this may this make forced marriages easier .

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

If interview system goes forward I think they should always be done in person unless in cases of serious health or disability but in these circumstances a
home visit may be recommended .
Where forced marriage is suspected interpreters should be used not family or friends of individual to give opportunity to notify official of non consent .

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Helps stop poligomy , forced marriage etc and keeps marriage in the public arena .

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Other

Please expand on your answer:



Not sure .

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Could be shared online too .

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes agreed .

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There should be set fees or bands of fees depending on factors relating to length of service for example , to stop exploitation by the independent officiant
.

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Dignity and solemnity should be defined in law as otherwise what this is is too open to individual interpretation and possibly to bribery .
Marriage is a derious covenant between two people and this should be upheld by legal definitions and examples of what is dignified and solem. Marriage
should not be entered into lightly or frivolously .

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

There are too many parts to this question . It should have been set out fairly like other quesstions. .
Verbal or signed ( as in sign language ) consent should be given by each party present at the marriage and then a signed certificate of the agreement
should be signed at the ceremony by both parties .

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There should be some common agreed options recognised legally and by society that should form part of the marriage ceremony .
There is already alot of choice in what is included in a marriage ceremony . To uphold the nature of marriage and its binding nature there should be some
required elements that acknowledge what marriage consitutes eg . Faothfulness, love , honouring the other above all others , etc etc .

Consultation Question 44:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Why should an atheist or a humanist for example have the right to have an Anglican , Jewish or Quaker wedding . If they have no belief in God why should
they have a right to be married in these traditions and faith groups as they cannot honestly profess elements of these marriage ceremonies or litergies .
There should still be common declarations that are used to form the legal element of the wedding ceremony .

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Open door allows anyone who has a known objection to the marriage to attend even if not specifically invited . This right should continue .
It also helps in the prevention of forced marriages by being open to others not of a restricted group .
It also keeps marriage in the public arena which is important as it is not purely a private matter . Public declaration also confirms the intent of the
individuals before the rest of society that they are binding themselves to each other for life .

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The setting should reflect the dignity and solemnity of the occassion and so I do not believe this would be upheld at for example a swimming pool or
pleasure park .
Dignity and solemnity need legal definition or guidance .

Please share your views below:

Private homes might increase the danger of forced marriages .
Is a wedding skydiving really likely to be solem and dignified ?
Still believe guidance re what the law states these definitions to be is required . This would help with answering this question .

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Public access is important as stated in previous answer .

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Sorry wording of questions is confusing .

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This would be open to too much variTion depending on the individual officiant .

Consultation Question 52:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Again open to too much personal opinion of an indivudual officiant and allows for bribery of officiant to agree with couples choice . Would potentially put
officiants in difficult postions and couples may just seek out the most comiant officiant just to get what they want therefore disadvantaging more
reserved or integrity filled officiants .
Dignified also needs definition and guidance .
If something went wrong at the ceremony due to safety issues would the celebrant be liable as they had assessed venue as safe .



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As above .

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage should be void in ase of 2&3.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Generally do not agree to remote weddings and think they could be especially vulnerable to exploitation by people organising forced marriages and
trafficed brides .

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:



I dont think the current law diswades couples from getting married . I think it helps people realise it is a serious commitment and shouldnt be entered
into lightly . The current law regarding marriage helpfully reinforces it is a legal and societal commitment done in the open door tradition .
I fear the newly proposed marriages may trivialise marriage and take away from the solemnity and dignity of this binding covenant .

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

I dont think wedding legislation should be being guided by potential economic gain . This is unhelpful .

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YFQK-Z

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-30 12:16:34

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Kensington and Chelsea Register Office (the Register Office of the Royal Borough of Kensington and Chelsea)

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Response on behalf of an organisation

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

N/A

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Speaking on behalf of couples I work with (rather than ourselves), couples want to have legal ceremonies outdoors, and wish to cherry-pick religious
elements to incorporate into otherwise civil ceremonies - these two requirements are the main two that prevent them from getting married legally in a
way that they really wish to.
A possible third one is the fact that ceremonies aren't allowed in private homes - however we believe that this should remain the case for the health and
personal safety of all concerned - the couple, the guests and the officiants.



Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Marriage and civil partnership laws were very restricting from this point of view. The main blockers were:
1. Legal ceremonies not able to take place outdoors - where they would have been safe;
2. The validity of marriage authorities / civil partnership schedules only being one year and not being able to be extended without the couple giving notice
again at extra costs;
3. The inability to change on the marriage authorities / civil partnership schedules where the ceremony could take place.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is a pointless administrative blocker that prevents couples from easily being able to get married / have a civil partnership. They should be able to
start the notice procedure from anywhere. If not possible to start it from anywhere in the world, then certainly from anywhere in the UK including its
crown dependencies and overseas territories. The situation with Scotland, Northern Ireland, Isle of Man and Channel Islands having different laws and
requirements puts further internal blockers in place unnecessarily.

Consultation Question 5:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, this would make things considerably easier for the couple being married / entering civil partnership. However, we don't think that a second in-person
interview should be necessary. If people apply for UK visas, citizenship and passports without ever meeting anyone in person, why should it be any
different with giving notice? It's unnecessary face to face contact and is therefore a waste of public human resources and therefore money.

Consultation Question 6:

three days;

Please expand on your answer:

It should be three days to make it as easy as possible for the couple, however there are some very serious logistical challenges with this. Often they don't
provide the right documentation or provide paperwork that needs clearance from the General Register Office. Therefore, it should be three days
minimum but they'll need to sign / accept to understand that that's only if they provide all the correct paperwork and it doesn't require clearance.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Strongly agree that all interviews should either be eliminated or take place remotely. It's not necessary as checks can be done remotely. If people can
apply for UK visas, citizenship and passports fully remotely, why should it be any different for notices?

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Yes, couples should be able to give notice from anywhere.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Strongly agree, however it's important to note that it should only state their names and no other information. The level of information that is publicly
displayed on notice boards is not in keeping with today's expectations around privacy and even prevents some people from getting married e.g.
celebrities and those who have fled domestic or community violence.

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Yes agree however the Superintendent Registrar should have the discretion to extend for an extra year if there are specific circumstances that merit it.

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, however the registration service should be able to charge a cost-recoverable statutory fee e.g. £25 (rising each year with inflation) for every time that
the couple changes the officiant otherwise the situation may get out of hand with over-frequent changes.

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Agree

Please share your views below:

Yes, a substitute officiant should be able to act in any given emergency, not a prescribed list of emergencies.

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This seems to be presenting an extra barrier to marriage within the UK - therefore disagree. However, the whole system should be replaced with
universal civil preliminaries for ease and simplicity.

Consultation Question 14:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No view - however whatever makes it simpler and easier for those wishing to be married. Ideally, repeal fully and replace with universal civil preliminaries.

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Should be online, and should ideally be universal civil preliminaries.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes to both to prevent marriage fraud / sham and as long as it matches non-Anglican preliminaries, however ideally should be replaced with universal civil
preliminaries.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes if matches non-Anglican preliminaries but ideally should be replaced with universal civil preliminaries.

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:

There is too much confusion with the legal differences between banns and civil preliminaries. The whole system needs overhauling to make it simple,
clear and equal for everyone. Replacing them all with universal civil preliminaries would fix this.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Agree

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Registrars should also be able to be independent celebrants.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Strongly agree - sending two is costly and unnecessary. Everywhere else it seems to be done with just one perfectly successfully.

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But they should still have to complete annual continuous professional development as many of them regrettably have poor knowledge of what to do
when it comes to marriage law and administration as their only focus is the spiritual element. Things often go wrong which inconveniences the couple,
and the registrars have to resolve it.

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

However they must still register with the General Register Office and should all have to undergo annual continuous professional development.

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This seems to be a description of humanism - there are and will be other "non-belief" organisations which would be excluded under this description
which will cause problems.

Please share your views below:

Agree, such as terrorist organisations, or those linked with crime including hate crime. Clarity is required as to what "non-belief" really means.

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Yes, including those organisations that use their belief or non-belief as a veil for peddling hate crime such as homophobia or a reason to deny some
people of their fundamental human right to marriage / civil partnership.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Agree, however everyone must be vetted and registered with General Register Office and may be struck off by GRO too, such as it currently works with
the General Medical Council.



Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, and vetting them before approving.

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Continuing professional development should contain experience in the job, to prevent people from registering just for a tax break.

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Ideally they shouldn't make any profit at all, but they should be able to charge fees that cover their immediate running costs.

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Important to note that registrars should also be allowed to be independent celebrants without this being a legal conflict of interest.

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It should lie with the General Register Office who hold the right to strike them off much like the General Medical Council. It is not transparent and indeed
is a conflict of interest to leave this to the nominating body.

Consultation Question 38:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No time limit however they must be active in the role each year and complete CPD each year otherwise they will automatically fall off the register.

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

CPD should include on the job experience.

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Agree overall but not with 1(b) - it's important that they also declare that there's no legal impediment.

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Very important - much requested from couples being married / having a civil partnership, as long as it's safe from a health and safety point of view and
must be agreed by the officiant.

Please share your views below:

Any as long as health and safety of all is considered.

Consultation Question 46:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It seems confusing to allow two legal registrations of two legal ceremonies for the same couple.

Consultation Question 47:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

There are other ways in which couples may lodge an objection.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Except in private homes which could put people's safety at risk.

outdoors,, on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or

Please share your views below:

Ceremonies should be able to take place anywhere except in private homes. This would be open to corruption, and puts the safety of all concerned at
risk.

Consultation Question 49:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

No

Please expand on your answer:

The law shouldn't prohibit it but it would depend on the (non-)religious body as to whether they allow it.

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

The local authority (registrars) should be responsible for this, with General Register Office guidance, and should be able to charge an appropriate fee.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The "both English and Welsh" option should only apply in Wales. Thought should be given as to whether in Cornwall there should be the option to also
register in "both English and Cornish" as it is an official minority language of England.

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Agree with 1 and 3, however a marriage or civil partnership should not be valid without two valid witnesses as this would make the system open to abuse.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It should also be removed as a legal concept across the board e.g. with insurers, pensions etc. Many couples tell us they are "common law" husband and
wife, or even "civil partners" and think mistakenly that they have the same full rights.

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

The giving of notice should be done fully remotely.

Consultation Question 63:

No



Please expand on your answer:

It presents a barrier and should be done remotely.

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Any type of sea vessel to remove the possibility of someone stating that a ceremony wasn't valid on the basis that it was done on a passenger ship and
not a "cruise" ship, for example.

Consultation Question 71:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, however Registrars should also be able to officiate on ships if independent celebrants are able to.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

No concept of demand but we don't see why there should be an objection to this.

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, but there should still be a time limit albeit an extended one e.g. one year.

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It should be set locally on a cost-recovery basis as a national average won't cover the cost of delivering the service for around half of register offices.

Consultation Question 76:

(1) the same fee as other cases in which the registration officer must travel to the person giving notice, set nationally on a cost-recovery basis; or

Please expand on your answer:

It should be set on a local cost-recovery level which the local authority then has the right to waive in cases of hardship.

Consultation Question 77:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It should be at a fee at local cost recovery level. The problem with fees set in legislation is that they never change, so we end up still charging fees that
were charged many years ago and no longer cover the costs, nor are they appropriate for the couple anymore.

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It should be a set at a local cost recovery fee which covers not just the face to face time of the ceremony and travel time, but also the associated planning
and administration before the event and all the legal administration and registration after the event too.

Consultation Question 81:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Local authorities should have the right to charge market rate fees for discretionary services, and locally-cost-recoverable fees for statutory services.
Otherwise, this continues to go against the spirit of the Localism Act 2011.

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, i.e. cost-recoverable on a local basis.

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Neither - the fee should be cost-recoverable at a local level, with as always the right for the local authority to discount or waive the fee in case of hardship.

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

(1) The current law, by not allowing couples to get married outdoors or to incorporate religious elements to an otherwise non-religious ceremony, does
sometimes discourage people from getting married.

It's disappointing that the proposals do not address the current requirement in law to declare a binary biological sex rather than a non-binary gender (or
better still, nothing at all) at the notice giving stage. This currently discourages or even prevents some trans* and non-binary couples from getting
married / having a civil partnership and ought to be addressed.

(2) If ceremonies are legally allowed in private homes, this would lead to more legally valid marriages in Islamic / Sharia law.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

1. Register Offices are forced to restrict statutory register office weddings availability due to the inappropriately low statutory fee for these. However,
register office's ceremonies in their decommissioned ceremony fees are set on a cost recovery basis therefore are not expensive, there are no hire fees,
and availability is always good.
2. Market economics makes these ceremonies expensive - not the Registrars, but the venue's hire fees.
3. These are expensive but due to other factors - not registrars or the law.
4. Makes it more expensive as these need to be done by an independent celebrant after a legal marriage.
5. By certain ceremonies not being legal, costs are increased by having to pay for two ceremonies - one legal and one personal.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

1. Statutory wedding ceremonies will still be restricted if they are set at a low national fee or a nationally-set cost recoverable fee, instead of a
locally-cost-recoverable fee. Ceremonies in decommissioned rooms will continue to be cheap, but correctly priced, and good availability.
2. Ceremonies in pre-approved locations will continue to be appropriate as they will be cost-recoverable, however ceremonies in new locations will be
more expensive in order to cover the approval process including from a health and safety point of view.
3. By allowing legal ceremonies to take place anywhere, this would remove this requirement.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

1. Most venues can easily afford the licence and can more than cover the cost of the licence throughout the course of its validity.
2. Availability would be better if only one registrar needed to attend.



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

1. There would be fewer costs for the venue, however the couple would instead need to cover the costs of the local authority's health and safety risk
assessment.
2. Better availability for registration officers if only one needs to attend.
3. Better availability
4. Increased business opportunities for suppliers and add-one services e.g. florists, weddings dress shops etc. Would also open new opportunities for
ships, and also for beachside hotels if ceremonies can take place outdoors.

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

The current law includes lots of unnecessary legislation and related processes e.g. two people at ceremonies, and requirement to see people face to face
for notices and to gather all sorts of documentation, which means extra unnecessary staffing costs.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

It streamlines processes around notices, meaning less time and hopefully less face-to-face time and therefore lower running costs.
It better allows us to meet customers' wishes for their ceremonies, hopefully leading to an increase in ceremonies.

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

1. The current law does mean people get married abroad so that they can have their dream ceremony, especially if it's outdoors.
2. The current law around giving notice means that we are closed to the foreign wedding market due to the complications associated with the residency
requirement, and waiting period, when giving notice.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

1. It still allows it, but also should mean that less couples do it, as it deregulates the rules and allows them to have the ceremony they want e.g. a mix of
religious and civil, outdoors.
2. Makes it easier if they can start the notice giving process for abroad.

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Restrictive at the moment as marriages on a ship aren't allowed.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Allows maritime weddings and therefore gives couples extra choice and opens up this business opportunity to the maritime industry.

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

1. There will be short-term considerable costs, e.g. to update process and communications, but in the long term will save costs as will generate more
revenue by appealing to more couples. However, all fees must be set at a local cost-recovery level for this to work. If not, it risks not being cheaper for the
local authority.
2. None other than the costs associated with new businesses setting themselves up for the new opportunities.
3. Short term costs with adapting to the rules but possibly longer term savings due to more revenue
4. Short term set up costs, long term benefit as the profession would be a more secure form of self-employment
5. It's unlikely to save money for couples, except for those that choose to stay at home (rather than go abroad) or for those who previously would have
needed to have two ceremonies. But, it also won't considerably increase the cost for them either - but it will give them more choice about a meaningful
ceremony.
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

postponed



Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

not practical in these days of greater job mobility

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

face to face interviews would be safer

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

no

Consultation Question 13:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

yes agree

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

agree with point 2

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

yes both should attend

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:



Please share your views below:

agree

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

yes, for example, the pastor of a church shoul be able to conduct weddings

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

accountability needed from a higher authority

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

should be an upper limit on fees

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But need to define "dignity and solemnity" and ensure that the seriousness of the comittment being made is emphasised

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

No



Please expand on your answer:

a more independent monitor would be better

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

there should be a ceremony during which both couples in person make serious vows before witnesses . This would uphold the solemnity and dignity of
marriage

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

there should always be an officially stated form of ceremony to uphold the dignity and solemnity. It should be something which is witnessed and
supported by others. Marriage is a serious comittment which benefits society at large and is the best context in which to raise children. The marriage
ceremonies seen on some TV programmes are totally self centred and frivolous

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No



Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

not all places are compatible with the aim of dignity and solemnity

outdoors,, on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

a suitable building should be used inkeeping with the solemnity and dignity aim

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

No

Yes

No

Please expand on your answer:

if people want a non religious ceremony then they should use a non religious building.

However if a church does not have their own building then it should be allowed to use a non religious building for a marriage ceremony as long asit is in
keeping with "solemnity and dignity"

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

need highr authority

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

but there needs to be clarification as to what constitutes safety and dignity

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

but don't think the parents' occupations are relevant

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

No

Please expand on your answer:

what is the point of getting married if they are not going to cohabit?

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

no problems

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

but only in a national emergency

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

or only in exceptional circumstances

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

no

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

little demand I would imagine

Consultation Question 74:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(2) there should be no fee.

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

I don't believe the current laws discourage people from getting marriage.

The proposals might encourage more people to marry but in a flippant, frivolous way which would not be conducive to a long stable marriage. The
marriage ceremony should emphasise llifelong commitment to one another in all the circumstances that might befall them.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

no views on costs

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YFF9-3

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-30 12:26:26

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

We were married in an independent church where a civil registrar officiated. If this is changed then a separate civil ceremony would be required creating
extra steps rather than simplifying things as some small churches might struggle to appoint an authorised person.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

"unlawful" is a clear but "contrary to public policy or morality" seems vague and unnecessary given the precursor of the word "unlawful". If something is
lawful why should we need a clause to expand on this ??

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Don't think we need extra independent officiants

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I think given the serious nature of marriage it is essential for key words and promises be made orally in front of witnesses

Consultation Question 43:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

see below

Please share your views below:

Include readings from holy books

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I would be worried about 'forced marriage' scenarios moving to private settings

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I can see the benefit of allowing weddings in more settings but would be worried about sufficient safeguards to stop unsuitable places being used given
that "in the air" seems to already be deemed ok

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Religious venues should not be forced to allow weddings in their venues.

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Different people will think different locations are "safe" and "dignified"

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Marriage should be considered a serious step so just considering if this would increase numbers of marriages is not necessarily a good measure

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YFFD-E

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-30 12:28:51

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Other



Please expand on your answer:

not sure

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

It would be hard to pick up concerns about sham or forced marriages in online interviews

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

It would depend on whether sufficient proof of identity could be obtained

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

So long as the substitute was suitably qualified

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

The other circumstance would need to be specified before this would be appropriate

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:



Anglican weddings are often held with people unknown to the local church leaders where the ceremony is taking place. That said the current system only
gives minimal safeguards.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Seems like a good idea

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Personal declaration is important and is likely to be respected more by all concerned if delivered in person.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is important that the legal status of marriages in non-anglican churches is maintained without unnecessary hindrance

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:



Please share your views below:

I find the wording 'contrary to public policy or morality' extremely vague and open to abuse. This could even be used to interfere with provision of
marriage services on the grounds of unrelated activities. Issues that are contentious but not should not be grounds for disallowing an organisation. On
the other hand there are issues such as involvement which human trafficking or terrorism that should exclude an organisation if this can be proven.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

It would depend on how the applicants were scrutinised for their suitability before and after. However this would necessitate the employment of more
public officials with the associated costs. Would there be any way to bar individuals who would pursue this role for undue financial gain?

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 38:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

'the fit and proper person standard' needs to be clearly specified

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

'the fit and proper person standard' needs to be clearly defined

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As it stands there seems to be no recognition of what the marriage would entail other than consent

Consultation Question 43:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location



Consultation Question 48:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

There need to be safeguards so that marriage is not undertaken in a way that participants are misled as to the life changing nature of the union. However
there are good reasons for removing some restrictions on location eg when churches meet regularly in a non-registered building

in the air, and/or

Please share your views below:

The presence of witnesses is an important element.

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Other

No

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I don't see why civil weddings should be prohibited from taking place in non-religious belief venues

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There need to be other safeguards

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YFE8-1

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-30 12:32:32

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

 Evangelical Church

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This does not seem to go far enough.

Officiants should ensure that the content and tone of the entire ceremony upholds the dignity and solemnity of marriage.

Also there does not seem to be a definition here of what ‘dignity’ and ‘solemnity’ means.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:



No

Please expand on your answer:

It seems bizarre to suggest that one party could get married without even being present.

There is too much flexibility in the proposal for couples to say what they like, or nothing at all - this would seem to undermine the solemnity of the
ceremony.

There is a risk of trivialising marriage here. There is too much emphasis on the individual and private. Marriage is not a private matter but a public
institution that affects everyone else. This emphasis is at risk of being lost in these proposals.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Again this is in danger of trivialising a serious, solemn, public matter.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a public not a private matter.

This provision presumably protects people against forced marriages.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Some of the venues proposed would be incompatible with the dignity of marriage.

Please share your views below:

This is bizarre and ridiculous, and again risks reducing a series public event to something utterly trivial.

The legal venues should be limited in such a way to preserve the seriousness of the event.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 50:

No

No

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

No

Please expand on your answer:

These terms are too vague.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YFEK-M

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-30 12:40:41

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

N/a

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/a

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/a

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/a

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:



N/a

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Masses of cancellations
Couples wanting more a celebration of their marriage in the outdoor spaces which are more personal to them I.e their own homes or homes of other
family



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YFFM-Q

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-30 12:44:59

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This would cause a major problem for many small churches who do not have their own authorised person. for some churches it is not practical to appoint
an an authorised person. All churches should be allowed to have a wedding service with an in house person or visiting authorised person as necessary.

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

"contrary to public policy or morality" is a very subjective statement. There may be people with unpopular but legal views being excluded from being
nominated as officiants. If a viewpoint is legal then it should be allowed. What should be excluded are viewpoints that promote purposes that are illegal,
or supporting an illegal activity.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

At the moment wedding officiants are likely to have a strongly held beliefs on marriage. Allowing independent officiants may well open the door to people
who place a less high value on marriage. Using independent officiants may open the way for what are illegal ceremonies at present becoming legal, and
so undermining the dignity of marriage. Or it may lead to pseudo religious ceremonies , giving a distorted view of the faiths involved.

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This needs to relate to the conduct of the officiant and also to the content and tone of the legal ceremony upholding the dignity and solemnity of
marriage. Dignity and solemnity need to be be defined in the proposals.

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The present prescribed words form the foundation for the declarations that are required for marriage. Removing them dilutes the meaningfulness of
marriage. Solemn promises to each other are the foundation of a marriage. Diluting these words dilutes the seriousness of the marriage ceremony,
potentially turning it into a very casual affair. There is already a lot of flexibility within the marriage ceremony. The prescribed words are minimal but
essential to the ceremony, showing that both people are consenting to a lifetime commitment to each other.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A wedding is a legal ceremony which needs to reflect the seriousness of the commitment both parties are making to each other. Yes it can be
personalised but not at the expense of what I have just said.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The open doors requirement is there as a protection against forced marriages, which is still a problem today. Marriage is a public declaration of a couples
intent to be committed to each other. Marriage is of public significance, as well as being private between the couple.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Other

Please expand on your answer:



There would be an advantage in changing the law so as venues used for church services but not registered for weddings eg community centres and
schools could be used. BUT it shouldn't be opened up to allow inappropriate venues being used. A venue should not detract from the solemnity of the
wedding ceremony. A venue should be a place appropriate for holding a significant ceremony, not just somewhere the couple would like to get married
at.

Please share your views below:

In certain situations a wedding in a private house may be necessary if one of the couple is housebound. I don't think in the air is an appropriate venue.
Outside and on inland water, there may be certain venues which can be made appropriate for the dignity and solemnity of a wedding ceremony.

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Dignity and safety would need to be clarified. there would need to be stringent safeguards. Up in the air I would suggest is not a dignified venue. Outside,
on the ground, it is possible to provide a dignified venue. The venue needs to fitting for a serious and solemn occasion to take place, which is what a
wedding ceremony is.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

In assessing a venue a definition of safe and dignified would be required.

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YFEC-C

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-30 12:47:20

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

N/A

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I was a Deputy Registrar for Weddings and agree that only one officer need attend. All paperwork could be carried out before and after the ceremony.

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Freedom of choice!!!

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Most definitely. Individual celebrants are trained Ministers who can conduct Religious, Non-Religious or Semi-Religious ceremonies. Again, the public
should have freedom to choose their appropriate Minister which does not necessarily mean a religious Priest/Vicar or indeed a Humanist.

The public are unaware of individual celebrants and I believe they should be more widely informed as to who can conduct such ceremonies.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, absolutely. This should apply to anyone who officiates at such ceremonies.

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:



I believe fees should be capped.

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But with the caveat that having been a Deputy Registrar I found the whole process of training to be convoluted and debilitating. It was online and you had
to get 100% right to pass your test. Sometimes it was very confusing. There should be tutor training whereby you can ask questions if unsure about the
legalities of sham marriages, etc.

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

To a degree but if you are independent, what is the appropriate organiisation???

Consultation Question 38:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Could be biased. A separate body should be set up.

Consultation Question 39:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As above.

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not sure really. Depends on the ease (and expense) of CPD?

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



No limitations!

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

So long as the GRO are not narrow minded in their views!

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YFEP-S

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-30 12:48:38

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Northumberland County Council - Registration Service

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Response on behalf of an organisation

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

n/a

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Consultation Question 2:



Please share your views below:

N/A

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

N/A

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This would make it much easier for couples living outside of England and Wales. It is often difficult for couples residing in places such as New Zealand to
travel over for a lengthy period to give notice and then again for their ceremony. Not only is it challenging, it could also be expensive.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Agree to an extent and in some circumstances, for example persons in the armed forces or living abroad, but there is no benefit for two standard notices.
There is no need for the documents to be sent in beforehand.

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

We feel this would allow enough time for legal objections. Three days may fall over a weekend or bank holiday where the public notice board cannot be
viewed easily.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

No. We feel it is essential to meet the couple at the notice giving stage to ‘get a feel’ for anything that may not be correct (forced, sham etc).

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Yes. If we did not allow this, it would mean the party who was at sea or living in Scotland would then need to reside in England or Wales in order to give
legal notice. It would be helpful however if these notices were valid for 12 months rather than the current 3 months.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This would be a great advance on the current process. Bringing the Registration Service into the 21st century, reducing paper and providing easier access.

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

We agree this should be changed. Date of issue is far easier than the date of notice when working out when a couple can move their ceremony date to if
they should need to move due to venue closure, pandemics, illness etc.

Consultation Question 11:

No



Please expand on your answer:

Current schedules and blues do not state the name of the officiant so we don’t feel this would be beneficial. It could cause last minute problems when
having to change the officiant due to holidays, sickness or unforseen emergencies.

Consultation Question 12:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

If it is agreed that the officiant is identified as part of the schedule (see response above in Q11 which does not support this), then we would have to agree
to this, otherwise couples would be unable to have their ceremony if the officiant was unable to attend. It would be a critical business continuity
requirement.

Please share your views below:

see above

Consultation Question 13:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Consultation Question 14:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

N/A

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

N/A

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

N/A

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Fully agree that the officiant would be responsible for all 3 of these points. If they didn’t do it, who would? If it was left to the couple it could cause
significant issues in the validity of the marriage.



Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

We believe Registrars can officiate civil weddings and religious personnel can officiate at their specified denomination.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As with the current Civil Partnership Schedules, only one Registrar would be required.

Consultation Question 22:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

We think someone in each area (civil, religious and non-religious belief organisations) should all be responsible for controlling and overseeing their own
officiants and who is suitable for taking up that role.

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

We agree it must mirror the description of religion otherwise illegal and non-ethical belief groups could take advantage of the system.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

We feel 20 members would not be enough to establish the religious or non-religious belief group to have a following big enough to allow marriages to
take place under their beliefs.

We do feel that they must have a service or sincerely held belief about marriage however in order to be able to officiate a ceremony. If there is no
marriage belief or service structure, then there would be no need for them to have a marriage.

We feel that there would have to be a certain time scale on how long a new belief group had been established before allowing them to nominate an
officiant to carry out marriages according to their belief system.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Yes. Illegal and non-ethical belief groups could take advantage.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

This question isn’t very clear, although working on our interpretation that the term ‘office’ defines a professional status or location, we would not agree
with organisations being able to nominate officiants in such a generalist manner.

Consultation Question 28:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There needs to be a governing body to keep a record for monitoring purposes and to ensure all applications are processed correctly and fairly.

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

if this approved. However, we feel independent officiants would not be beneficial and could cause many problems relating to record keeping, consistent
processes and validity and integrity of marriages and CPs.

Consultation Question 30:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A single government body should be making this decision, with an application, vetting and recruitment process linked to regulatory standards and any
relevant legislation.

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

To ensure standards are upheld and that the officiant understands the nature and purport of a marriage ceremony. The officiant must understand the
importance of their role in ensuring both parties are free and willing to marry one another.

This question is difficult to answer not knowing exactly what sort of training independent officiants would be asked to complete and how often refresher
trainer would be given. It is easier to manage from a Registrar perspective, as staff are continually given training, with many services having a system of
Continual Professional Development and with technical assessments completed on a mandatory basis as part of GRO and internal governance and
assurance arrangements.

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

We feel there should be a possible cap on the maximum charge to avoid a vulnerable person being taken advantage on. Of course, a profit to some
extent should be made to go towards general running expenses and a living wage but a maximum amount would be beneficial to ensure nobody exceeds
that amount. Give full consideration to all, sometimes not obvious costs, which are incurred as a result of providing a ceremony service.

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

We feel there should be a minimum and a maximum costing for each district. This would ensure that (if approved) independent officiants were charging
in the same ‘ballpark’ as registration officiants. Fees cannot be restricted for one sector, and not others. Consistent rules should apply.

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

We strongly agree that one officiant cannot officiate for more than one type of marriage. You cannot be religious and non-religious or religious and civil.

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

We strongly agree, to ensure there is a service standard and that continual training and monitoring is undertaken.

Consultation Question 37:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If that particular organisation deems them unfit for their officiant duties then they should report them to GRO for investigation and possible withdrawal
or action. However, if independent officiants are approved then the responsibility should lie with GRO to ensure they are complying. If a complaint is
received regarding an officiant's standards (from a member of the public, another officiant etc) then this will need to be investigated by GRO.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The record needs to be kept up to date. There should be a yearly renewal date to ensure training is up to date.

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It is the only way to ensure all independent officiants are meeting standards and understand their role.

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

1a – Yes. We still feel it is important that each partner as part of the couple say this during their ceremony as it can be a good indication in sham
marriages.

1b – Yes. This has already been established when giving notice and again in the pre-questioning immediately prior to the ceremony.

2 – Yes. This would ensure all different types of ceremony have a way to establish that the parties' consent to the marriage.

3 – Yes. We feel this would cover the officiant to ensure it had been said verbally that they have consented. If they are signing to say they have said it
verbally there can be no confusion.

4 – No. We feel the marriage is not valid until all points have taken place. For example, they need to express consent, sign the schedule and the officiant
sign the schedule before the marriage has been legally formed. We feel that there must be one set point where the marriage is legally formed, and the
last step seems the most appropriate.

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



As long as it is seemly and dignified but all officiants will be aware of this as they well have had their training.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There needs to be clear guidance on what religious content can be included by registration officers in a civil ceremony.

Please share your views below:

SEE ABOVE

Consultation Question 46:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If we can include some religious content, then there is no need for a religious blessing after. If the couple want a heavily religious ceremony then this
should take place in the appropriate church, synagogue etc.

Consultation Question 47:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Quite outdated and if adequate preliminary legal steps are taken ahead of a ceremony, not required.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As long as the couple are responsible for ensuring the relevant permission has been granted by the landowner. This must be written permission and sent
to the officiant so we know we can legally be there. In terms of being in the air and on the water – the registration officiant must be happy to do this and
safety precheck carried out. Risk assessments would be required by local authorities as part of due diligence measures.

outdoors,, on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

SEE ABOVE NOTES

Consultation Question 49:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

AS QUESTION 48 ABOVE

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

No



Please expand on your answer:

Each officiant should only be able to officiate at their designated area.

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Either as a group organisation (Registration Service) or as an individual (independent officiant). We do feel there needs to be some guidance set by GRO
as to what is safe and what sort of insurance is need.

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

TO ALL

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This would make it much easier for those places an officiant attends regularly. We feel that the local authorities Superintendent Registrar should be
responsible for the pre-approval process.

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This question and the scenarios presented are difficult to understand. What is meant by added afterwards? Surely this information would be correct at
the time they sign the schedule, and anything to be added later is a correction as information taken initially was incorrect?

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As long as the officiant can read both English and Welsh.

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Less paper waste, and will support a digital agenda for the service, as well as supporting work to combat climate change.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



(1) Yes – if the preliminaries have not been undertaken then we cannot know that they are both free lawfully to marry. (seen Decree absolutes etc.)

(2) Yes – if the legal notice has expired then the marriage cannot be legally valid as circumstances may then have changed. (intervening marriage/cp etc.)

(3) Yes – if one or both of the parties are aware that the officiant cannot legally marry them then this would render the marriage void as perjury has been
willingly committed.

(4) Yes.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

(1) Agree - This would not be the couple's fault and it could be rectified prior to the marriage/CP.
(2) Disagree – We feel that there must always be two witnesses to a marriage.
(3) Agree – As this could be forgotten in excitement but it would have to be subsequently signed at the earliest opportunity to make the marriage valid.

Consultation Question 58:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

(1) As if the couple have signed the document (and confirm it is their signature) then the couple will believe that they have entered a legal, valid marriage.

(2) As not all couples live together. One or both parties may work away. Military, personal choice etc. If the couple have given notice and had a ceremony
by a registered officiant and signed the schedule, then the validity of their marriage should not include their living situation.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If a couple have not been through any form of marriage/CP then they cannot just be presumed married. If there is no marriage or CP certificate ever been
recorded anywhere in the world then a couple are not married.

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Each case would need to be investigated based on the individual circumstances.

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

(1) This is very important that it is made an offence, so people are deterred from attempting to mislead a couple or to impersonate a registered officiant.

(2) As above.

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

The main problem we encounter are how specific the letter must be to allow a RGs License wedding to proceed. The four points are very specific and
sometimes the doctor letter doesn’t state the four points exactly but still gives the general idea that the party is terminally ill and cannot be moved. We
feel everything else works well.

Consultation Question 63:

Other



Please expand on your answer:

If for an RG’s license, then we disagree.As long as you establish prior to marrying them that the terminally ill person understands the nature of the
marriage then there is no need for an interview before the schedule.

If for any other wedding type such as wavier then agree.

Consultation Question 64:

No

Please expand on your answer:

We feel that RGs license is a ‘special’ license and should be approved by GRO and as only one notice is taken it would look different to a standard
schedule issue.

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

To allow the couple to move their date forward if marriage date coincides with unexpected illness/treatment.

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Allows more flexibility to move date in unexpected circumstances.

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

(1) The current pandemic has shown us that this would be highly beneficial in these circumstances where marriages have not been allowed to go ahead
and the couple have had to give notice again through no fault of their own.

(2) This would be highly beneficial but only in national emergency circumstances.

(3) In certain circumstances such as where it is vital the couple are married for illness, military living arrangements etc.

(4) We feel electronic signatures would be the best option as each signature can then be seen by each member involved (witnesses, officiant etc.)

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Emergency provisions should apply to all couples.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This would be needed dependent upon the national emergency in question.

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As long as they have a registered officiant for the marriage/CP and covered the required risk assessment.

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



As long as the senior staff member is a registered officiant.

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Agree. We would propose military Vessels. This would allow for couples who are both in the forces to get married at sea if required during a national
emergency.

Consultation Question 71:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

However this would need to be something that could be amended in case the ship is changed at the last minute.

Consultation Question 72:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

(1) Agree. As long as they are a registered officiant.

(2) Disagree. Independent officiants should not be allowed to officiate a marriage/cp at sea.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

All marriages must be officiated by a registered officiant. We think this should be maritime officiants only when at sea and not independent officiants.

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Yes, we feel there would be demand for this in some circumstances.

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

However, ‘as soon as reasonably possible’ must be stressed to the couple. It should be done as soon as they return to land.

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Just enough to cover the expense of the Registrar travelling.

Consultation Question 76:

(1) the same fee as other cases in which the registration officer must travel to the person giving notice, set nationally on a cost-recovery basis; or

Please expand on your answer:

(1) Agree. We feel the fee should be in line with the standard notice charge plus an additional fee if having to travel to the home/hospital (as above for a
detained or housebound notice)
(2) Disagree. We feel it should not be cheaper due to illness but should also not be more expensive. Same fee across board of £35.

Consultation Question 77:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

We feel there should be a basic fee marriage (currently £46) available to allow all couples to be married or form a CP. However, we do feel this only needs
to be available on particular days or times at one Register Office to the discretion of the Registration Service.

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This will need to be set to ensure LAs do not charge couples a disproportionate amount as this may mean the couple can then get married there. There
may need to be different levels with a set fee dependent upon the location, ie:
Easy (village hall/private home)
Medium (Field/beach – appropriate clothing etc. needed)
Difficult (Harbour port – on a boat)

NB Who is responsible to ensure the couple have the permission of the landowner to marry there? Or if it is a beach ran by a Town Council do the couple
need to provide us with a letter from the Town Council to say they are happy for the couple to marry on that date on that bit of land?

Consultation Question 79:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Disagree. Pre-approval should cost slightly more than a standard one-off check otherwise there is no benefit to just having a one-off check. To go on the
pre-approval list should incur a higher fee to remain on that list for a certain time period (i.e., 1 year, 3year etc.)

Consultation Question 80:

No

Please expand on your answer:

We do not agree with this proposal. Each Registration Service and district is different and located across a range of geographical locations. Some
Registration districts are urban and compact, others are rural and large. Pay and grading varies across the country, taking London as a classic example in
terms of salaries which will likely be the highest nationally. A standard fee cannot be applied as it will have a restraining and disproportionate impact
upon services across the country. Changes to the fee structure currently applied to ceremonies by local authorities will potentially impact the delivery of
the Registration Service. It must not be overlooked that the delivery of birth and death registration is often at cost to the local authority and ceremony
fees are used to supplement this statutory requirement of the service, which regretfully is not adequately funded by central government.

Consultation Question 81:

No

Please expand on your answer:

We do not agree with this proposal. Each Registration Service and district is different and located across a range of geographical locations. Some
Registration districts are urban and compact, others are rural and large. Pay and grading varies across the country, taking London as a classic example in
terms of salaries which will likely be the highest nationally. A standard fee cannot be applied as it will have a restraining and disproportionate impact
upon services across the country. Changes to the fee structure currently applied to ceremonies by local authorities will potentially impact the delivery of
the Registration Service. It must not be overlooked that the delivery of birth and death registration is often at cost to the local authority and ceremony
fees are used to supplement this statutory requirement of the service, which regretfully is not adequately funded by central government.

Consultation Question 82:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Disagree. Although the same amount of time, traveling etc. goes into booking and organising the marriage it is beyond their control that they are
housebound. We feel the fee should be the same cost of marrying in the Register Office (for example it is £177 to marry in Morpeth Ante Room on a
weekday – so a housebound marriage should fall in line with this fee).

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:



We feel it should not be cheaper due to illness but should also not be more expensive. We think the lowest marriage fee of £46 would be a fair price.

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

A fee should be payable for all applications to try and deter people just applying for the sake of it.

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

(1) Disagree. We do not feel that the law would discourage two people who want to get married from entering a marriage.
(2) Agree. To a small extent that for those wishing to have a larger ceremony who could previously not afford a venues fees could now marry at their own
residence, but we feel this would be very minimal numbers. The initial excitement of being allowed to marry ‘anywhere’ may lead to an increase in
bookings by couples who were considering it anyway. However, long term we do not feel it will increase the number of marriages/CPs.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

(1) We feel that Register Offices are very reasonably priced, and we do offer a large range from £46 to £500 dependent upon the day and which office is
chosen so this suits all couples looking to getting married from simple to grand.
(2) We do not feel the Registrar fees are too high, but some venues charge the couple a large sum just for a ceremony to be held in their venue on top of
their other costs. Some couples cannot afford this added expense, therefore we have Register Office and decommissioned marriage venue ceremonies
available to provide choice.
(3) We do feel it can become expensive for a couple getting married in a church that does not have an AP as the couple may pay the church fee and the
Registrar’s fee.
(4) If a couple chooses to do this, they will be likely paying a celebrant to conduct a non-legal ceremony and then paying a Registrar to give them a legal
marriage on a different day, incurring two marriage fees. We do offer services in non-licensed venues, but this would still mean a legal ceremony on a
separate date.
(5) See point 4 above.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

(1) We predict it will have no impact as availability/costings will remain the same. However, we do feel Register Office weddings may decrease as couples
may opt to get married elsewhere (local club etc.)
(2) Couples will save money due to venues not having to recoup preapproval fees and being able to have their full wedding day in one place without any
additional travel costs.
(3) Not having to organise two days, pay for two ceremonies etc.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

(1) It isn’t clear from the LC proposals whether the Registration Service would still be able to charge a fee to inspect venues which are used on a regular
basis. We have concerns regarding any fee structure for this work being ‘fixed’ and imposing a financial loss upon the local authority. Concerns are also
raised regarding the safety of couples / guests / officiants at those ceremonies that may take place in less usual locations and how they will be adequately
risk assessed. If this is the case, then a process and guidance would be useful to have prescribed. If a fee is able to be levied for this, can it be passed onto
the couple?
(2) On occasion we are unable to offer a couple the venue’s preferred ceremony time. We always try our best but on particularly busy days we may have
to offer an earlier or later ceremony. However, if the LCR recommendations are fully embraced and only one Registrar is required to attend a
marriage/CP we will have more staff to enable more flexibility in ceremony times on busy dates.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

(1) They will no longer have to pay and renew for a pre-approval marriage/CP license and the costs associated with complying with said license. 
(2) See immediate reply above. 
(3) We don’t feel there would be any benefit as religious officiants should not be able to attend a civil marriage and vice versa. 
(4) Higher tourism trade and small business opportunities will present themselves to the local community as a result of any increase in ceremonies within 
the county. Weddings and CPs are proven to generate income for hotels, bed and breakfast accommodation, self-catering accommodation as well as 
caterers, photographers and florists to name the obvious ones. 10.68 million people visited Northumberland during 2018, breaking a spending barrier of 
£1 billion. The wedding and civil partnership industry contributes greatly towards this and is a key part of the Northumberland Tourism Strategy. The



county whilst popular with Northumberland and North East resident for ceremonies is also a ceremony destination county, attracting couples from
beyond the North East boundaries.

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Current laws place restrictions upon where we can conduct a marriage/CP meaning we can lose business to a celebrant who is able to deliver a
‘ceremony’ (although not legally binding) for a couple at any location.

Residency requirements are quite difficult for those living and working abroad. Nine days residency and notice must be given a minimum of 29 days prior
often means more than one flight or a long period of time off work. Again, the Registration Service can lose business as couples may opt to get married
where they live abroad and book a celebrant for the ‘celebration day’.

Proposed Scheme - The proposed scheme would rectify many of the problems we mention above which would be of great benefit. However, some
aspects of the proposals are more challenging to agree with and have been outlined in the overall response to individual questions.

Concerns - We have significant concerns about independent officiants being authorised to perform legal marriage and CP ceremonies, as this may mean
loss of business and we are still unclear how these independent officiants will be authorised and monitored, and how they will continue to support and
uphold the integrity of marriage. Will it still be the LAs responsibility to enter the schedule details onto RON? Will we have to spend a large amount of time
chasing independent celebrants to send us the schedule back? Why should we do all the work issuing the marriage/cp cert if an independent celebrant
has conducted the marriage/CP?

We also have concerns regarding land ownership and if the couple have permission to marry on that bit of land, building etc. Whose responsibility to
assure this has been granted. The couple, the independent celebrant or the Registrars?

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

see above

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

(1) The current law does not restrict this from happening as notice is done in the area that you reside not the area that you are marrying.
(2) It is difficult due to the timescale for giving notice and that notice must be given face to face.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

(1) Will not alter it as there is currently no issue.
(2) Will make it much easier as proposal shows reduced waiting period from 29 days. Possibility to start Notice from abroad and then complete face to
face.

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

We do not know about Maritime and Ship registers in order to answer this.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

As above

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

(1) We feel we may have an increased workload but lose money due to cost recovery proposal which will not be viable for our LA.
(2) Many of the big venues may lose business if you can marry ‘anywhere’. However smaller businesses who do not currently hold a license will benefit
massively.
(3) Likely to be the same apart from no longer requiring an AP or the need for a Registrar to attend.
(4) They will benefit hugely but at a cost to
Registrar's officiants which seems unfair.
(5) Gives the couple more flexibility as they no longer must choose between a ‘cheaper’ Register Office marriage and an ‘expensive’ venue. The ball is now
totally in the couple's court as to what expense they wish to incur.
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Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This would disadvantage places of worship which currently are able to hold wedding services, despite not having their own authorised person, because
they can have a civil registrar present to conduct the ceremony.

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

This would be appropriate, if restricted to beliefs or practices, which are "unlawful", but the remainder of the proposed wording, ie "contrary to public
policy or morality" may be at best too difficult to define and at worst against the public interest.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This proposal runs the risk that unsuitable candidates could be appointed owing to inadequate examination of relevant requirements as regards
qualification and training.

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This proposal fails to pay adequate regard to the serious and mutual public declaration by the couple to enter into a lifelong committed exclusive
relationship.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As my answer to the previous question seeks to address, marriage is a far greater commitment to be entered into by the couple than their personal
choice of form and ceremony which they might desire for their wedding day only.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Again, my answer to Q42 hints at my belief in marriage as a positive institution for the good of society as a whole, and the couple's declaration should
therefore express a commitment which reaches beyond their own interests alone.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

While there might be a case for expanding the current scope of 'registered wedding venues', the risk inherent in this proposal is that suitability would be
'downgraded' to a level more characteristic of modes and places of entertainment, and therefore inappropriate for a ceremony celebrating the entry into
a serious long-term commitment to take place.

outdoors,, on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

The same concern as in the first part of this question applies.

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YF5A-T

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-30 12:53:58

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:



No

Please expand on your answer:

It is important for couples to have a permanent address where they can be corresponded
or found to be present if and when necessary. A transient state with no fixed abode could bring in the possibility of illegal multiple marriages for
whatever reason.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

it would make sure that both parties of the proposed marriage are who they are what they say they are.

Consultation Question 6:

three days;

Please expand on your answer:

Seems a reasonable lapse of time.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Commonsense would allow for that possibility.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:



Please share your views below:

Banns are a public announcement and a marriage should only take place in the churvh where the banns are announced.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

legal declarations should to adhered to to prove the validity of a proposed marriage.

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

commitment is important ; the validity and dignity of the ceremony should be a priority.

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

All weddings should should have the presence of registration officers so as to prevent fraudulance'

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Also, the dignity and solemnity of the marriage service should be reflected in the format and place where the marriage takes place.

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

the couple should only express their consent to be married orally in accordance with the solemnity of the occasion, a signed declaration to follow only
after verbal consent to marriage by both parties. Marriage being a public matter which society on the whole endorses as law and be undertaken in all
seriousness.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The form of the ceremony should be conducted in the framework of the legality and expressed wishes which bind the marriage contract to themselves
and society. Any deviation from current wording or 'peculiarities ' of format might take away from the dignity of the situation.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a matter of public concern and interest for the well-being and stability of family life and the raising of children. It is therefore in the interests
of society that the marriage commitment should be received and accepted openly.

Chapter 7: Location



Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The place where weddings are performed must be stated exactly ; in accordance with the solemnity and seriousness of the vows taken , nothing must
detract from this stance.

on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

Not underwater ; wearing 'silly ' costumes ; while in moving vehicles or while background sound is allowed during the wedding ceremony.

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

No

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There should be no confusion whether a religious ceremony or a non-religious ceremony is taking place. The officiant should make clear in some way
whether he is a minister of religion or not. Non-religious officiant should not officiate in a religious setting.

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

In keeping with the seriousness of the vows taken this should be the case.

Consultation Question 53:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This would prevent any confrontation between officiant and officiates . Officiant has the last word on the matter.

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Legalities of the contract must be adhered too.

Consultation Question 58:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There is no 'presumption' to a couple being married .Either they are married or not. This would further place either party at a disadvantage legally ,if they
decide to part later.

Consultation Question 60:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There needs to be adequate time to reflect on the possibility of a 'reconciliation ' by the couple. Or the prospect of time making an amicable divorce
where children are involved,
more probable.

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

No



Please expand on your answer:

Registration by law is important. Society has a stake in issuing licence which is the foundation of a ' good ' society.

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes , only on board a sailing vessel.

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Ceremony Ltd

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Response on behalf of an organisation

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

n/a

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

as above

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

couldn't afford it

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

legal status, next of kin etc

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:



none

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Wedding industry decimated. Would have been less impacted if non official/civil celebrants could marry people legally

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

more convenient and flexible

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

no time limit

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

yes

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

yes

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

unsure

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



unsure

Consultation Question 13:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

unsure

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

no

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

yes

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

yes

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:

should be personal choice

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

this question is unclear but I think any recognised officiant should be able to officiate at any wedding

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

yes but so should civil/secular celebrants



Consultation Question 23:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Again, this question is unclear. Are you saying the couple would not be able to choose their own celebrant but have a person nominated by an
organisation?

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not everyone who is non religious is necessarily a humanist - that too is a dogma

Please share your views below:

Yes - civil/secular celebrants (with proper training, experience and professional standards)

Consultation Question 25:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

again, open to interpretation. If doing this would free up celebrants of defined organisations to do ceremonies, I agree, however, is this necessary at all to
have a defined belief? And 'a wedding service' - if this means it cannot be personalised, I disagree

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

If unlawful or exploitative, yes, if pagan for example, no

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

this is legal gobbledegook I do not understand.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

However, religion or belief system should not be seen as superior to none or a flexible client centred approach

Consultation Question 32:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Totally disagree, there is a place for this as long as ethical

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Some clients are not religious but want a certain amount of tradition/religious content

Consultation Question 35:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

to some extent but this is individual choice - I married a couple who wanted to get married but were pragmatic and had agreed that it might not be for
ever if feelings or circumstances changed and felt this was fine

Consultation Question 36:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is a vague question but leaves little scope for a personalised ceremony

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

unsure, would depend on circumstances; should the GRO be the governing body?

Consultation Question 39:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

as per question 38

Consultation Question 40:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

These questions are shockingly composed! Are you saying officiants and celebrants should not have to renew/update their professional knowledge and
practice?

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony



Consultation Question 42:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This is a bit dogmatic

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

at what point does the line cross?

Please share your views below:

Yes, whatever is meaningful for the couple

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

again, personal choice

Consultation Question 47:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

who would want someone intruding on their personal ceremony ?

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Strongly agree

outdoors,, on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

None should be limited

Consultation Question 49:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

No



No

No

Please expand on your answer:

Don't forget the civil celebrants having these options too please

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

We are professionals

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Safe, certainly, but how do you define dignified?

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

or our own professional orgs

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

national standards a venue signs up to

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

except I think 3 is archaic but personal choice

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

disagree with 3 and 4



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

disagree with 1.b and 2

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

unsure

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Weddings at end of life should be fast tracked and available from any recognised celebrant
If detained or housebound, should be able to marry at that place

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

if it expedites things

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

yes

Consultation Question 71:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

overall yes if suitable person subject to same standards as other officiants

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

probably, but also for civil celebrant ceremonies

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

only cost recovery at most, not sure I agree at all as these are likely to be vulnerable people on low incomes



Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

feel we are entitled to have costs met but those are special circumstances

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

unsure, see above answers

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

should it be for registrar general or professional bodies, including for civil celebrants?

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

No evidence, but believe people having more choice and flexibility would facilitate more marriages

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Personal choice for couples to have the celebrant of their choice, in the venue of their choice

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

agree 2 would be most appropriate

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

law should expand to include not just registry officers to officiate/do the legal bit

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Agree with the above potential benefits

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

complicates things

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

woudl be beneficial

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

may benefit

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

1 - reduce costs
2 - minimal impact on venues
3- no issue, would benefit humanist association
4 - hugely beneficial
5 - hugely beneficial



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YFE6-Y

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

n/a

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

n/a

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

n/a

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:



I have been due to attend wedding services which have been postponed due to Covid

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I see no reason to weaken this marriage requirement

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

I think there should be interviews in person as it is too easy for people to cover a sham or proposed marriage remotely

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Too complicated

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

BUT only as well as other public notifications as now

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

should include areas where parties are residing

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Agree

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

agree

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Many churches do not have a person authorised to do weddings and so have a civil registrar to be there at the wedding (as happened at my wedding in a
Baptist Church). This proposal would prevent this happening

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

No, while this sounds reasonable on the face of it, in fact it is dangerous as it could be used to punish moral views that differ from prevailing opinions on
moral values, which can change with time. Popular culture is increasingly at odds with biblical views on marriage, sexual ethics and identity. "Contrary to
public policy or morality" is to broad to have as a criterion. It should be based on objective criteria and should cover such matters as promoting terrorism,
advocating the violent overthrow of democracy or undermining the rule of law

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Allowing independent officials to conduct legal weddings would enable people who hold a low view of marriage to celebrate them and potentially
undermine the dignity and sanctity of marriage by permitting anything at the marriage.

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As they do now. I do not agree about the diluting of those who can conduct weddings



Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

No

Please expand on your answer:

there should be a regular review

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is standard in many professions

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Without the prescribed words, the marriage can become meaningless and nothing more than a piece of paper. Marriage is founded solemn promises and
without them marriage could become meaningless and entered into more casually. There is already much flexibility in the wedding ceremony but the
present words are an integral part, reminding the participants that a wedding is not an entirely private matter

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is vital that the wedding reflects the seriousness of the commitment the parties are undertaking rather than the ceremony is personalised to the
couple. Nothing should be allowed to undermine the solemnity and dignity of marriage.

Consultation Question 44:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The "open doors" provision is an important part of the wedding ceremony emphasizing that the ceremony is not a private matter but important to society
as a whole. This also is a protection against forced or sham marriages and bigamy

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

One needs to protect the dignity and seriousness of marrige

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See my comments on retaining the 'open doors' requirement

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration



Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Too easy to enable fraud

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



need to protect against sham or forced marriages in particular to ensure real consent

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Need to protect the solemnity dignity and seriousness of marriage and prevent sham marriages

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:



Please share your views below:

Don't believe there is such demand

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No fee should be charged as it is part of their job

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

No

Please expand on your answer:

is part of their job

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(2) there should be no fee.

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

I don't think the present law discourages marriages and there is a real danger of diluting weddings

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YF26-C

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-30 13:19:46

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

We would have preferred a personal (non-registration office celebration) and non-religious wedding (church based) but due to the existing laws it wasn't
possible. Having a personal celebration in a style that suited both us and our guests would have been far more intimate and provided more much more
flexibility in terms of what we could do, where we could do it and when.

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:



Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I prefer the option to allow giving notice online but not the need for a mandatory in-person interview at a later date

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

I don't think an interview should be required

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

I think this strikes a fair balance if there are concerns regarding the basis of the marriage

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

I agree, as much flexibility as possible should be granted.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

I do believe this should be the case, as much flexibility as possible should be granted.

Consultation Question 13:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I don't know the impact of this so decline to answer



Consultation Question 14:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I don't know the impact of this so decline to answer

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

I don't know the impact of this so decline to answer

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

I don't know the impact of this so decline to answer

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

I don't know the impact of this so decline to answer

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I would prefer more options for those that could officiate.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:



I would prefer more options for those that could officiate.

Please share your views below:

?

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I would prefer more options for those that could officiate.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I 110% support this proposed change

Please share your views below:

There should be no limits where practical

Consultation Question 49:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

The venue should be able to apply for pre-approval from the general register office

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(2) there should be no fee.

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YF2Z-G

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-30 13:20:08

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

N/A

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

N/A

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I have been LAWFULLY married to the same person for over 40 years.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Consultation Question 2:



Please share your views below:

N/A

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

None

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It should be a longer period of notice to the public if marriage is to continue to be taken as a serious commitment and institution

Consultation Question 5:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See answer above. A longer period is necessary rather than trying to sweep it under the carpet which is what you appear to be doing.

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

Much longer. If the couple intend to remain married " for life " then having to wait for a reasonable period of notice should not be a problem.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Remote interviews should not be allowed except in extraordinary circumstances - illness, incapacity but only in exceptional circumstances.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Continue as now.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As well as other normal and current places of display.

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Should also be displayed at the local registry office.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

No

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Question 1b. Parties must confirm in writing that there is no impediment to the marriage.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As long as the officiant has certain MINIMUM requirements that have been fulfilled.

Consultation Question 44:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

or other groups

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is important that the public are able to see and be aware of a marriage taking place as it is an important social and formal action by the parties which
must be known to the world.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YFE2-U

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-30 13:23:06

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

N.A.

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Happily married for 68 years

No

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:



Please share your views below:

N.A.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A much longer period is required.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It seems sensible

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

At least 6-months

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Interviews should definitely be in person and identities thoroughly checked.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Yes it should be possible

Consultation Question 9:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

There is nothing wrong with having banns read in church

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

No



Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Yes but with no objection to them being published on-line

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

1. Yes, how otherwise would the registrant know the requirement is genuine.
2. This would seem sensible for genuine couples

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

No

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

No

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

If they add solemnity to the occasion

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Otherwise you make marriage a farce

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

1 The officiant
2 Conform to a code of practice set by the General Registrar

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Given the circumstances are established as genuine and the registered officiant is satisfied then no objection to the proposal.

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

None

Consultation Question 71:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Not really

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees



Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(1) the same fee as other cases in which the registration officer must travel to the person giving notice, set nationally on a cost-recovery basis; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Marriage should be encouraged

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YFEH-H

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-30 13:23:37

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Not have one

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Provides greater commitment

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

For clarity

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

sensible

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Sensible

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Agree

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Protection

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Agree otherwise could be chaos & public standards could be lost



Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Open to scrutiny

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Protection for standards

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Protection as in previous question

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Keeps it honest

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Keep to limits

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Would help to define dignity, solemnity & safety

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Standards

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Standards

Consultation Question 40:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consider age or infirmity

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Standards again

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Wedding should have a public/societal element to it, not a private ceremony

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Same answer as No. 42

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Same answer as Q.42- a public ceremony; forced marriages can occur in some cultures

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Agree with different venues but must be suitable & same answer as Q.35

Please share your views below:

Answered above

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Same answer as Q47

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Allow for solemnity as well

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As explained in above answer

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Clarity

Consultation Question 55:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As long as security is paramount

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Prevent fraud

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Sensible

Consultation Question 59:

No

Please expand on your answer:

? commitment

No

Please expand on your answer:

Why not a ceremony?

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Need to retain correct standards

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Certai recommendations do not retain the serious & solemn nature of the ceremony or the commitment involved, particularly if the wording is changed

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YFEA-A

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-30 13:23:45

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

none

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

not married

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:



Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Married couples are part of a community so weddings should take place where they are known so they should live there

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There should definitely be an in-person interview before the wedding

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

?

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

There should be an in-person interview as remote contacts can be adjusted to hide some facial expressions or body language which might indicate
coercion or other disagreement

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Why not?

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It would reach more people

Consultation Question 10:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Too long

Consultation Question 11:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Changing circumstances might change the availability of the officiant

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Scotland & Northern Ireland are part of the UK so surely their banns should be acceptable

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Also in the churches where one or both people live

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

If documentary evidence is required the clergy would be advised to refer it to the Registrar who has a better legal knowledge
Clergy should see the couple but not necessarily separately

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

yes, both should make such a declaration in person.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

As long as Church of England weddings are official their preliminaries should be recognised as legal. If all weddings are made to be civil services followed
by a religious service of some sort then the preliminaries should be civil

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As long as there are enough people present to witness the marriage

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

agree

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

?

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Many religious ministers have received training in conducting weddings Those who have not received training could benefit from guidance

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Most professional these days have to reregister to be able to continue to work . This involves evidence of further training, so I see no reason why
officiants should not be expected to do the same.

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

1. Other people might know of a reason why they should not marry and should have the opportunity to say so.
2. Does this mean that organisations have to submit details of every wedding or the basic details of every wedding.
3.. Both parties should declare their consent verbally during the service which should be recorded on a signed document as its having happened. Some
people can sign things that they have difficulty saying out loud.
4. The marriage should be formed when the both parties have promised commitment to each other.

Consultation Question 43:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

As long as these forms agree with the forms agreed by the organisation

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 45:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I have my doubts about it. Surely there cold be a religious service after the civil one if that input was required

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

What is the purpose of a second wedding service? Surely a service of blessing would suffice?

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A married couple are part of a community and marrying should be part of the community so members of the community should be able to attend.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A wedding is a serious occasion and some venues are not conducive to the occasion, there being too many distractions going on around

Please share your views below:

Weddings should be in buildings which are designed to help people think about what they are doing, to help them think about the seriousness even in
the happiness, where they are not distracted from committing themselves to each other

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriages are community matters and members of the community should be able to support the marrying couple

Consultation Question 50:

Other

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Anglican churches are licensed for religious services only. I would need to ask non-religious groups about the use of their buildings

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If there were a list of designated buildings this would be unnecessary

Consultation Question 52:

Other



Please expand on your answer:

What is meant by dignified?

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As long as if no parents are present there are at lest 2 witnesses who sign the document

Consultation Question 55:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Welsh only should only be in Wales or Welsh-speaking congregations

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There should still be paper documentation for the couple.
What happens if the computer crashes?

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

I haven't heard of any problems with the present law

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

As long as the civil authority to marry can be produced at short notice for the case of those on their deathbed

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Agree with 1 & 2. not sure about 3&4

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YF2A-Q

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-30 13:45:34

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I was married in my local church, but this was possible because we had a registrar present. The ministers involved were not authorised persons. For the
wedding to be meaningful, it was important to take place in the church. If registrars were not allowed to officiate at churches this would restrict people
who are in a similar position to the one I was in.

Consultation Question 21:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

I believe this change could be used to exclude churches which hold legal, though unpopular, views on issues such as sexuality from nominating officiants.
As a result I strongly disagree with this proposal.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This move would introduce a financial incentive to officiate a wedding. This is extremely likely to lead to conflicts of interest. Would a prospective official
really give up a potentially lucrative job offer because they are too principled to conduct a service that contains questionable elements? Even if this does
happen, there is no way of guaranteeing that such principled stands would always, or even often, happen. In the cases where a prospective couple finds
their plans blocked, all they need to do is find someone else to officiate for them. Where officials turn a blind eye to elements in a service that detract
from the solemnity and commitment of marriage, the institution of marriage will suffer.

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The prescribed words help to underline the seriousness of marriage.

Consultation Question 43:

No



Please expand on your answer:

The marriage ceremony needs to emphasise seriousness and commitment. This proposal would allow for people conducting marriages in ways that
minimise or oppose the principles of solemnity and commitment which are so important to marriage.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This would facilitate forced marriage and bigamy by taking away a measure that is a safeguard against these things.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This leaves marriage ceremonies open to taking place in locations that detract from the seriousness of the occasion. The proposal that these locations are
'dignified' and 'safe' are too subjective. Ceremonies could easily happen in locations that are not in keeping with the seriousness and dignity of marriage.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YFA4-S

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-30 13:55:34

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

We are 60 years married.
We were married in church.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It was our way of making our commitments before God and our friends and family.
It was a celebration we wanted to share with everyone.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:



Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I see no need for a marriage to be rushed into in haste.
Time also needs to be given for possible objections to the marriage to be made.

Consultation Question 5:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Seems open to possible abuse. Present arrangements seem adequate and have worked
reasonably well for many years.

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Again, seems open to abuse.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Present arrangements have worked well so far. 
If it ain't broke don't fix it.



Churches of main denominations in these countries actually talk to each other 
and cooperate in the marriage requirements.

Consultation Question 14:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

No.
Couples often come from widely separate regions.
There should be opportunity in both regions for possible objections to be raised
and avoid potential bigamous marriages taking place.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes.
This is an early warning system where possible problems of the suitability
of the marriage can be flagged up at the earliest stage.
The clergy would have to have some doubts before exercising this power
remembering that the couple in question might be totally unknown to them.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Present arrangements seems adequate and no need to make proceeding any more
bureaucratic.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Makes sense.

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Civil officers for civil ceremonies.
No religious aspect is involved.

Consultation Question 21:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Two would be preferable to ensure against irregularities happening, but where
this is not practicable One officer would be allowed.

Consultation Question 22:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No objection to this.

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No objection to this.

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

''non religious belief organisations'' is too broad a label and allows extreme groups
to be included and given legitimacy. It is the thin edge of a dangerous wedge.

Please share your views below:

Wow! What a question.
This is what happens when you attempt to make monumental changes to the
hitherto norms for 'marriage'. You open Pandora' s Box and who knows who or what
will pop out. This is 'unknown territory'.
If in doubt, don't do it!

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

20 is far to low a threshold for granting this responsibility and opens the door
to all kinds of fringe groups being allowed to promote a distorted version of
a marriage ceremony.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Yes.
This seem a worthwhile safeguard of standards.
Define morality?

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

In order to maintain a measure of control and jurisdiction.

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Subject to appropriate control.

Consultation Question 30:

Other



Please expand on your answer:

Define 'fit and proper'.
What standards would apply?
Too wooly a description.

Consultation Question 31:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

So the local golf club could send a candidate who might fulfil all the above requirements
and provide a venue for the ceremony?
This is all moving in the direction of trivialising the marriage institution.

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Obviously!

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Another question that springs out of Pandora's box.
Inviting abuse of power.

Consultation Question 34:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Another knot to get tangled up in!

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Absolutely, provided we all agree on what constitutes dignity and solemnity.
I suspect that answers to that could differ widely.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Obviously.

Consultation Question 37:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Any monitoring system MUST be independent and impartial.
Self monitoring will be subject to abuse.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



I can just see the red tape build up if this is allowed to go through.
Should not be allowed to get to this stage in the first place!

Consultation Question 39:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Bureaucracy gone mad!

Consultation Question 40:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Time limits essential to check on continued suitability of candidates.

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Appropriate.

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

'Express their consent in accordance with their beliefs' is far too wooly. Would a nod of the head be enough to qualify as consent? Do either of the couple
even have to be present together to give consent? Would a signed letter from either party be good enough and not require the party to be even present?
The permutations of styles of 'consent' are endless and could give rise to legal difficulties in the event of divorce or annulment proceedings at some later
date. The existing form of words is simple and clear to understand and can be added to if required but not replaced.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The words of the old song 'Anything Goes' comes to mind here.
This proposal does not encourage the participants to take the marriage ceremony seriously and leaves the door open for all kinds of weird and wacky
variants along the lines of Las Vagas style ceremonies.
The wedding ceremony is a Public declaration of' intention' in which both Society and the State have a serious interest and a minimum level of solemnity
is required if the 'promises made' are to be taken seriously. The proposal as it stands encourages a flippant attitude to what is a profound ceremony.

Consultation Question 44:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Answers to Q43 apply again here.

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This degree of flexibility is appropriate.

Please share your views below:

If the couple have asked for some religious content in the ceremony they will no doubt have in mind a format that suits their requirements or the officiant
would be able to suggest a suitable form.



Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The present arrangements allow for 'mixed faith/no faith' marriages and the proposal would remove this flexibility.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is not just a private matter but has real public significance and should not take place behind closed doors.
In certain quarters even today the question of forced marriages is a serious problem and to deny public access would only make matters worse. If there is
nothing to hide, why the need for closed doors?

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

'Anywhere' is all inclusive and would inevitably include 'inappropriate venues'.
This also further encourages a flippant 'anything goes' attitude to the marriage ceremony.
Some couples would attempt to 'push the boundaries ' in order to see how far they could go to be unconventional.

in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

Certain limits are required if the marriage ceremony is not going to become a farce.
Marriage is a significant ceremony to be entered into seriously and not flippantly.
The choice of venue therefore reflects this and should be somewhere appropriate to the occasion and not just chosen for its eccentricity.
In the air, skydiving, for example would be inappropriate as would private homes because of the public access question.
All of these bizarre activities can be a part of the 'Reception' celebrations AFTER the marriage ceremony itself so each couple could indulge their fantasies
then in any way they wished.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

My objection to this has been covered in an earlier questions.
In order to maintain public stability and cohesion in society, both State and Society have an interest in what is taking place at the marriage ceremony.
Transparency in this is all important. Closed doors suggests something to hide and provides a cover for dubious
and unscrupulous activity.
Public access is a RED LINE in all this.

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Couldn't get my head round any of the above questions.
These proposals are creating such a tangled web of regulation that will cause such confusion, and are no substitute for the straightforward forms already
in use.

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Suitability of the Marriage venue should not be a matter of opinion.
What seems appropriate to one might not be appropriate to another.
Couples could just shop around till they found somebody that would agree to their wishes. A recipe for chaos!

Consultation Question 52:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Sounds ok at first sight but gives no clarity on what criteria would be used to make
such decisions or what tests would be applied to define 'safe' and 'dignified'.
Clearly opinions would diverge widely.
Once again , all too wooly and uncertain.

No

Please expand on your answer:

'provide advice' could mean almost anything.
The terms of such 'advice' needs to be defined and appropriate safeguards built in.
Too Wooly again!

Consultation Question 53:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

What a tangled web of bureaucracy you are weaving to make the whole Marriage process as complex as possible.

Please share your views below:

Inappropriate.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Need more information before agreeing.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Failure to follow required procedural requirements, ie absent witnesses etc. is important enough to render the marriage void.
A careless approach to documentation should not be approved.



Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Only where time permits.
Discretion should be used.

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I don't see that any time limit is required.

Consultation Question 66:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As previous question

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Subject to earlier safeguards being in place.

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Subject to earlier safeguards being in place.

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Who can possibly know this?
Get real!

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If it ain't broke , don't fix it!

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(2) there should be no fee.

Please expand on your answer:

Waive the fee under the circumstances

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

If 'evidence' is required to answer, I have none, but it is my view, based on trends I see in the community that......
1) Current law does not discourage marriage. It is the costs and bureaucracy associated with this that is the real deterrents.

2) I think the provisional proposals will only further deter couples by offering a confusing
range of options and fees to choose from.

Couples will continue to take the easy way out and choose to co-habit.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Today, more than ever before, costs are going to determine many couple choices.
Anything that can be done to keep these costs down is to be welcomed.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

I would like to get married outside but it would not be a legal marriage.

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

It’s been a nightmare. I have moved my wedding already and it is now in June and I have no idea if it’s going to be able to go ahead. The rules changes
constantly at short notice. I really don’t want to have to social distance at my wedding, that is more important to me than big numbers. If there was a
timeline in place we could at least plan.



Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I don’t know what the point of that rule is

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Doing as much as possible online is great

Consultation Question 6:

three days;

Please expand on your answer:

Shortest possible is good

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

That is a great idea, online is much more convenient, especially during COVID

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Seems good

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Online is better than print

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If this means you have 12 months after notice to marry, the longer time the better.

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Definitely

Please share your views below:

Yes definitely



Consultation Question 13:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

I don’t know

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

I don’t know

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

I don’t know

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

I don’t know

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There should be a price limit

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes yes yes! This would make everything a lot easier for couples. And if it gets done quickly, it will make outdoor weddings allowed which is much safer
during COVID

Please share your views below:

As long as a venue is safe it should be allowed

Consultation Question 49:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Venue applies for approval, registrar assesses. Reapproval needed periodically, maybe every 5 years

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, online is better

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Allowing weddings anywhere will help this

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

The current law does make it difficult for couples to get married. This proposal helps with that and will encourage more people to get married,
particularly by allowing couples to marry anywhere

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Having a separate legal wedding adds costs and stress and should not be necessary

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

It will help the necessity of a separate legal wedding

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Yes

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

This will help venues

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

Businesses, organisations, officiants and couples will benefit financially, and it shouldn’t cost the government much to change these rules



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YF21-7

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-30 14:18:17

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Private Person

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
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that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.
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I hereby give permission for full publication of my responses

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

My wife & I were married in a meaningful &dignified ceremony 56 years ago !

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A. Married according to Anglican tradition in the Abbey at .N/A

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Consultation Question 2:



Please share your views below:

No Impediments

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

No experience

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

We disagree fundamentally with this proposal. Marriage is a statement of the intent to establish a permanent relationship. Residence is an essential
requirement of the stability and the residence requirement should be extended to at least one month.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This appears reasonable but verification is vital

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

A couple should be expected to make an effort regarding their marriage which includes the ceremony itself. Remote interviews are dangerous, potentially
allowing forced or sham marriage.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Yes, we firmly believe that public notice should be required reflecting the seriousness of the commitment required. This must be in places where the
parties are known to the society in which they live.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

We agree with this, but it should be in addition to , not instead of, traditional means

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No, publication must take place in the residence area of both parties.

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

We feel that the local publication of banns is an essential part of preparation for marriage. The broadening of this publication would be a useful extension
of safeguards against invalid or unsafe marriages.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Such safeguards are an essential part of the preparations for marriage

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is essential

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

It is important that there should be a reference list of permitted & valid officiants in order to ensure that the dignity & solemnity of marriage is
maintained.

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This proposal is wide open to abuse.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Yes, this clearly must be the case.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Only registered officiants should be allowed to perform marriages.

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

A necessary safeguard.

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is an important part of ensuring the dignity & solemnity of the marriage.

Consultation Question 37:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If this responsibility lies only with the nominating organisation this lends itself to abuse.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This could result in abuse of powers.

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

We disagree fundamentally with proposal 1B. It is essential that the parties declare in public that they themselves believe they may validly marry.
We are equally disagree strongly with the proposal that the marriage might be formed before the ceremony has been completed. If the ceremony is to
have any meaning at all it must be required before the marriage can be registered.

Consultation Question 43:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Weddings must remain public otherwise they are open to abuse.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This is acceptable only if the wedding is fully open to all members of the public. Therefore the location must be advertised in advance as part of the
preliminaries.

outdoors,, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

Inland waters, in the air & in private homes risks the element of a publicly witnessed commitment.

Consultation Question 49:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Wedding locations must be publicly available for the duration of the event.

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

No

Please expand on your answer:

There must be appropriate safeguards against abuse.

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:



The approval of the officiant is necessary but not sufficient. Independent approval is also necessary.

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

God only knows!

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Imprisonment must preclude marriage.

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:



Disagree.

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(1) the same fee as other cases in which the registration officer must travel to the person giving notice, set nationally on a cost-recovery basis; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Full fees should still apply

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Marriage must not be trivialised by making it too easy.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YFEX-1

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

None

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:



Clergy should have the power to call for evidence and to be able to meet with each of the couple separately. Without this power they would not have the
ability to refuse to conduct sham weddings.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Anglican preliminaries must continue to be exercised for all weddings conducted in the name of the Church of England in their premises. This confirms
the sanctity of such ceremonies.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But there needs to be overriding authority held by the General Register Office to ensure that the authorised organisation is properly upholding its duty to
protect the solemnity of marriage.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There needs to be formal standard wording, as in the present wedding ceremony, which the parties need to pronounce in person otherwise the
solemnity and gravitas of their commitment will be lost.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Wedding ceremonies should only be permitted in authorised and licenced premises otherwise weddings could be held in all sorts of inappropriate
settings, which would undermine the importance of the vows being entered into.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Wedding ceremonies should only be allowed in properly authorised premises to maintain their solemnity.

outdoors,, on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:



These do not constitute suitable premises for preserving the solemnity of the wedding commitment.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

These are public events and should be open to the public in the same manner as hearings in courts of law.

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Weddings should be conducted in properly licenced buildings to reflect the importance of the commitment being entered into by the parties.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

It should be possible for weddings to take place in exceptional circumstances but only after application for and granting of permission by the General
Register Office.

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

I believe you should be able to legally marry in any location chosen by those getting married.

Consultation Question 49:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YFEY-2

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-30 14:38:40

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

 Church

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Other (please state)

If other, please state::
Personal response but also as an appointed church officer (Elder/'pastor') who officiates at Weddings from time to timee

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:



I was part of a wedding conducted on line via Zoom. The couple were in one house and the vicar and guests in their homes. All the legal requirements
were met and the seriousness and dignity of the ceremony were maintained despite the constraints. However, this was not ideal but a necessary
compromise in the circumstances. It did restrict the attendance of many so that vows were not as public as they might have been.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This may at times be inconvenient but as the proposals seem intended to make marriage a quick and easy thing, personalised and as convenient as a
supermarket shop, I would be against this change. Anything that underlines the need to take marriage seriously should be maintained. Anything also that
encourages having real-life connections with the place of marriage rather than the shallow celebrity culture of bespoke venues, shopped for on the
internet, is a good thing.

Consultation Question 5:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Possibly a reasonable idea provided the in-person interview was seriously undertaken.

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

3 days and 7 days is too short. A month at least.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Remote interviews are not the same. It is much too difficult to read emotions and detect enforcement via the internet. An interview is essential.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

This should continue unless there is some loophole you are aware of.

Consultation Question 9:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Why is this necessary?

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Not sure of the import of this though?

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Please share your views below:

Not sure what you mean. Examples would have helped.

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Why don't you give more detail in these questions as to why you are proposing them?

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes. If someone is conducting such a significant ceremony they should know that the couple they are marrying are suitable candidates. It is wrong that
many (most?) Anglican marriages are conducted without this personal knowledge. In effect, the state church is used as a pretty venue by those without
any religious convictions.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As a Non-conformist church officer we have many smaller churches which exist for the spiritual life of their members. They are too small to contain
members who could take on the legal duties of registration. It is a valued service to have the attendance of a registrar for these churches and it enables
the ceremony to be completed as one rather than a separate civil ceremony being required.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Wasn't aware more were involved.

Consultation Question 22:

Other



Please expand on your answer:

By Officiants do you mean Registrars?

Consultation Question 23:

No

Please expand on your answer:

How unhelpfully legalistic of you! Do you really think we are going to find cited document and decode it. Speak to us in language the common man
recognises. Just explain what you ate driving at.

Consultation Question 24:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No. Surely those who want a secular marriage can already obtain one at a registry office.

Please share your views below:

This hybridising of marriage should be resisted.
Mariage should either be:
1. According to rites of the religious body & civil registration or
2. A civil wedding in secular style without religious component

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Much too vague and subjective. Open to abuse by future governments wanting to proscribe views on same sex marriage for example.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Further commercialisation of a Wedding industry' would occur adding costs to marriage and deterring people from it.

Consultation Question 30:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Again, vague and subjective and open to abuse.

Consultation Question 31:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I am against expanding the role of registration.



Consultation Question 32:

No

Please expand on your answer:

How do you do this? How do you put the inevitable profits against 'the expression of their beliefs' and decide there has been no compromise. This just
sounds like a cover statement to allow the changes to go ahead. It has no potential to be achieved.

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See previous answer. This statement is contradictory.

Consultation Question 34:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Presumably a lame attempt to stop profiteering?

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But how?

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But too subjective. Any guidance can be interpreted loosely and how would you enforce this?

Consultation Question 37:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Open to abuse. In house monitoring will not work.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Other

Please expand on your answer:



Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A public declaration should still be given. Marriage is not a private affair alone.
Why change this? It is but a small though important part of the ceremony. It would help if you said why you were proposing these changes. You would
then get more informed responses. You are expecting us to have spent time in your documents and discussions or to have read your minds.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Wacky ceremonies would result, lacking dignity and seriousness.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But please explain why you are saying this.

Consultation Question 45:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Keep them separate.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Why?????

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is a public ceremony.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This would lead to unnecessary commercialisation, as venue options expanded. The costs to couples would increase. It would also lead to the weird and
wacky and so diminish the serious and dignified nature of marriage.

Please share your views below:

Limited range of public buildings should be registered as now. Private homes as exemptions e.g. for those terminally ill.

Consultation Question 49:

No



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

A religious building, in my case a church building, is primarily for the purposes of faith and should not be for hire for other purposes. Too many see
Church of England buildings as venues and take advantage of a 'religious service' when there is no intention of seriously following vows taken.

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Too subjective

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Likely to be too subjective

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Registry Office

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Why?

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Open to abuse

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There must be witnesses. Marriage is a public event.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Why? Explain yourselves.

Consultation Question 65:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Why?

Consultation Question 66:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Why?



Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Presumably this coming from the Covid pandemic?

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Why not. The officiant surely is more important than the ship!

Consultation Question 72:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Not aware of any demand.

Consultation Question 74:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Current law is fine. These proposals would trivialise and commercialise marriage.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YF2K-1

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-30 14:47:09

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YF2J-Z

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-30 14:54:54

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Private individual

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:



No

Please expand on your answer:

I believe it is necessary that there should be a public declaration.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This could be open to all kinds of abuse and belittle the very serious commitment of marriage .

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This provision should stand

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The open door policy is centuries old and was instituted to offer protection against a force marriage. Forced marriages are still taking place today so this
requirement should remain.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The seriousness of the marriage commitment should require that it takes place in safe and dignified venue. Formally this was mainly in a church or
register office. To allow weddings to take place anywhere is open to all types of interpretation and would belittle what should be a very serious
undertaking.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This would be open to all sorts of interpretations.

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

There is insufficient clarity here and a wide interpretation could be put on ‘safe and dignified ‘ depending on the views of the officiant.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YFG1-V

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-30 14:57:28

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

NA

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

".... if they are in a marriage that is not recognised by the law," If it is not recognised how can they be in a marriage?

Other

Please expand on your answer:

NA

Other

Please expand on your answer:

NA

Other

Please expand on your answer:

NA

Consultation Question 2:



Please share your views below:

NONE

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Shame they had to be banned.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This proposal demeans the value of marriage.

Consultation Question 5:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No view

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

30 days

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Do not see point

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

No view

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Many churches rely on civil registrars to register weddings, as they do not have their own
authorised person. This poses a danger of some churches falling foul of weddings law, as they are required to take responsibility for unfamiliar legalities
in order to
hold a religious ceremony.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

No view

Consultation Question 24:



No

Please expand on your answer:

See no need for such officials

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Non-religious org should not be able to nominate.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

“contrary to public policy or morality” is too subjective an assessment. It would risk those with unpopular but entirely legal views being excluded from
nominating officiants.
The test should focus on objective criteria.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Only for religious orgs

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Currently, wedding officiants are either highly trained registrars or religious representatives who are likely to have strongly-held beliefs on marriage.
Allowing independent officiants would open the door to those who may not place such a high value on marriage.
Independent officiants (known as ‘celebrants’) can currently conduct weddings that are not legally binding. These have included ceremonies underwater,
in a sadomasochism dungeon, at a comic book convention with a couple dressed as fictional characters, and at a ruined leper hospital on Hallowe’en.
Another involved a couple dressed as hedgehogs. Such ceremonies could be legally binding if independent officiants were allowed,
undermining the dignity and seriousness of marriage.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But only for religious orgs, Non religious orgs should not be allowed to officiate

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The prescribed words form a foundation for the declarations that are required for a marriage. Without them the wedding ceremony can be as 
meaningless as a couple or officiant chooses, and legal marriage can become nothing more than a certificate from the Government. 
 
Marriage is founded on solemn promises made between two parties. Under these proposals it would be possible to have a legally recognised wedding in 
which no words were said between the couple, let alone promises of any kind. 
 
The commitment made in marriage must be taken very seriously, and without the prescribed words it is much easier to treat the ceremony casually. 
 
The prescribed words are only a small part of the entire wedding ceremony. The rules are already extremely flexible about what happens in the rest of 
the ceremony. It is hard to imagine a genuine wedding in which the prescribed words could not be 
included at some stage. 
 
Allowing wholly personalised wedding ceremonies without any legally-required words would send the message that marriage is an entirely private



matter. 
 
A requirement for officiants to ensure that the ceremony does not undermine the dignity and solemnity of marriage is too subjective. It will not prevent
couples finding an officiant to agree to even the most outlandish wishes. 
 
The possibility of fully-tailored wedding ceremonies will encourage commercialisation. Those more willing to be flexible with the ceremony would be likely
to profit the most, encouraging people to push the boundaries. 
 
If people can entirely customise their own weddings, they might blend together different elements from faith ceremonies inappropriately, effectively
making 
a parody of those ceremonies. This could be highly offensive to people of those faiths.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This provides no structure for weddings and makes a mockery o the soiemnuinty of marriage.

Consultation Question 44:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The ‘open doors’ requirement is a valuable part of wedding day celebrations,
making it clear that marriage is not a private affair, but rather is important to society as a whole.

The opposite is also important; weddings which are not publicly accessible make a statement that the marriage is private and of interest only to the
couple. This couldn’t be further from the truth.

Ensuring that weddings are open to any member of the public, rather than just those invited, is a way of protecting against forced marriage and bigamy,
for
example. THIS IS REALLY IMPORTANT TO PROTECT A PARTY WHO WOULD NOT MARRY IF IN POSSESSION OF ALL FACTS OR IF FORCED BY DOMINEERIUNG
FAMILY MEMBERS / RELIGIOUS SECTS.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I am concerned that it is unclear what safeguards will prevent unsuitable venues being 
used. How will the dignity of such ceremonies be guaranteed? 
 
The consultation states that venues would need to be ‘dignified’ and ‘safe’, but lacks precision on what this means or how it will be tested. Venues must 
not detract from the solemn occasion of the wedding. 



The Law Commission has made it clear it sees no objection to weddings “in the air”, suggesting that the terms ‘dignified’ and ‘safe’ could be interpreted
very broadly. 
 
As sated earlier unofficial weddings have been conducted underwater, in a sadomasochism dungeon, at a comic book convention with a couple dressed
as 
fictional characters, and at a ruined leper hospital on Hallowe’en. Such settings clearly trivialise marriage. 
The law must not allow such venues to host legally binding ceremonies.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See relevant comments above

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Open to corruption.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes for 1 and 2

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Needs to be formalised to be valid. Too vague otherwise.

Consultation Question 60:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

1 No
2 No



Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YF24-A

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-30 14:59:24

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Private Citizen

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The whole proposal excludes the role of marriage in society. Historically marriage and in particular the stability of marriage has been a fundamental
bonding agent in a stable civilised society. The proposals in this question attempt to change marriage into an egocentric affair exclusive of responsibility
to society at large. The "prescribed words" are an insurance against this fundamental flaw in the proposals and should be preserved. In addition, for the
same reasons, the public declaration part of marriage should be retained in order to emphasise this societal responsibility. These observations do not
dictate a lack of flexibility but more a definition of the minimum that could be added to if it so wished.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

All the observations in Question 42 equally apply to this proposal. The key issue is the proposed divorcing of marriage from societal involvement and
responsibility will have a fundamental detrimental effect to everyone.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is a very dangerous proposal ! The "open door" principal is a major protection against forced marriages and also its removal can breed a loss the
societal responsibilities that are currently linked to marriage.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There is a great danger of trivialising marriage to the detriment of society as a whole. The term "anywhere" needs to be more clearly confined by
conditionality to avoid subjective interpretations that would be interpreted as Prima Facie undignified, trivialising and detrimental to society by a large
proportion of the populace.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

"safe and dignified" can be subjective therefore officiants must have guidelines about what falls within this phrase and what does not. It should not be up
to a single individual to define this. There is a need for a reasonability test in the sense of "What would society as a whole consider as reasonable".

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YF2Q-7

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-30 15:09:14

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

There were no legal barriers to my getting married

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

N/A

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This would make it more difficult for registrar to find out reasons why they should not be getting married.

Consultation Question 5:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The purpose of a notice period is (a) to give adequate time to the registrar to check up on the individuals in question and (b) to ensure that the couple
have spent sufficient time considering getting married before actually doing so. The checking by the registrar will be better informed if he has actually
met the individuals in question before investigating them.

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

Should be at least 21 days, for reasons given in answers to previous questions.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

It should not be possible for such things to happen remotely, as facts would be missed by doing this.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

In Scotland or Northern Ireland or on a naval ship at sea this seems reasonable.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The United Kingdom is supposed to be one country. Placing artificial borders between different parts of it is arbitrary and unnecessary.

Consultation Question 14:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Banns should be published in the local parish churches of each party to the wedding - otherwise somebody who is e.g. already married could escape
notice of that by getting married in a different part of the country.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes to both questions.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The threat of other forms of religious law being used to influence what happens in a way contrary to the proper nature of marriage, particularly e.g. in
relation to Sharia law, is too great for either of these to be appropriate.

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:



I would not want e.g. Satanists, who would be covered by such a definition, to be involved in the institution of marriage, to which I understand them to be
opposed. The same would apply to any other belief system that opposes marriage.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This would enable Satanists, who have a potentially "sincerely-held" belief about marriage (that in particular Christian marriages should break down), to
be involved in something which they are trying to destroy.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

On the one hand it should expressly exclude those organisations who are opposed to marriage and want marriages to break down. On the other hand it
should not exclude organisations (such as e.g. the C of E at present) who do not believe that same-sex marriages are appropriate, whether or not public
policy and/or morality think otherwise.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Probably not.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

No

Please expand on your answer:

"Content to be determined by the Registrar General" could allow him to determine any content of training that he wanted - definitely not a good idea.

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

They should not be able to make a business of it either - otherwise you are enabling people to act as sham-marriage-agents.

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This would give too much power to the GRO over e.g. church weddings; e.g. in the case that the church didn't approve of e.g. same-sex marriages but the
GRO did.

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I disagree with 1b as it removes a protection.

I disagree with 2 as it might e.g. enable an organisation to say that consent is expressed by not objecting, or by nodding, or whatever.

I agree with 3.

I disagree with 4, as I think that both items rather than one or the other is a more appropriate point for the marriage to be formed.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This gives far too much latitude as to what the parties see as constituting a marriage. Marriage vows should include vows to keep sexual activity within
the marriage, to look after and care for each other, etc.

Consultation Question 44:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A wedding should be a publicly recognised event every bit as much as a court of law should.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Experience of my relatives who have got married e.g. in fields, on boats, etc suggests that such marriages don't last as well as those who have got married
in formal settings.

Please share your views below:

All these settings detract from the primary purpose of marriage, which is to form a life-long bond recognised by society and beneficial to the well-being of
children born as a result.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As above.

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I disagree with the wide permissivity of item 3, as I do not believe that it is appropriate for such a solemn document to describe e.g. a party's mother as
their father.

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

No

Please expand on your answer:

"High level of security" is a non-existent thing, sadly. See e.g. the breaking of the Enigma code, the recent Russian hack of Solar Winds, many other
hacking events, the fact that most people are blissfully unaware of companies such as Google accessing their computers without their knowledge or
permission, etct etc.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

All these should be reasons for the marriage being void.

However, if either party is aware that items 1, 3, or 4 is not satisfied, then that party (and that party only) should still be subject to all the legal obligations
of being married but to none of the rights or benefits.

No

Please expand on your answer:

These items should be discretionary with a judge in court able to make a decision after hearing evidence.

Consultation Question 58:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

2 should be sufficient reason on its own.

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Other



Please expand on your answer:

I agree for the rights and benefits of being married. However in this situation the obligations to both parties arising from the marriage should be
maintained (e.g. not to get married to somebody else).

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

1. Yes
2. No
3. No
4. No

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

We are all at risk of death, so this would make the rest of the law very weak.

Consultation Question 68:

No



Please expand on your answer:

Same reasons as not wanting weddings in fields etc.

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Shipboard romances are notoriously good for people being deceived and induced into weddings that don't last.

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

No, they should not be able to take place on ships at all.

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See previous answers.

Consultation Question 72:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As before.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 78:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

1. Current law does not discourage people from getting married; however the lack of any incentive (e.g. tax) for people to get married leads many young
people into cohabiting relationships that are not good for society.

2. These proposals would not increase the number of couples becoming legally married.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YF2F-V

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-30 15:13:25

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

The Catholic Churches

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Residency helps to stop forced marriages

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If a Service to Bless the union is required it should be allowed

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

All weddings should be open to the public to avoid abuse

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See answer above

Please share your views below:

See answer above

Consultation Question 49:



No

Please expand on your answer:

See answer above

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Not Answered

No

Please expand on your answer:

Only religious weddings should be allowed in churches

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Only father or mother should be allowed not "parent"

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

As at present by the ships Captain

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Only by the Captain

No

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YF2R-8

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-30 15:22:36

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

No

Please expand on your answer:

In person only

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

2 weeks

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Interviews should take place in person only

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

It should not be possible for notice to be given outside England and Wales.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The registration service should not issue an amended schedule with a substitute officiant.

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:



Please share your views below:

I agree that banns to authorize an Anglican wedding should be required to be published only in the church where the wedding is to take place.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

To authorize an Anglican wedding, clergy should have the power to call for documentary evidence and be required to check such evidence; and be
required to meet with each of the couple separately, before banns are published.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Both of the couple should be required to attend and make separate declarations that there is no impediment to their marriage in order for a common
license to be granted to authorize an Anglican wedding.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognized as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not all churches have personnel who are sufficiently qualified to carry out these duties and therefore they need the services of a registration officer.

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

“Contrary to public policy or morality” is too subjective. It might cause those with
unpopular but entirely legal views to be excluded from nominating officiants.

I think the test should focus on objective criteria. These could include things such as promoting purposes that are illegal or support illegal activity (such as
terrorism), that are in favour of overthrowing democracy or that undermine the rule of law.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

At the moment, wedding officiants are either highly trained registrars or religious ministers who are likely to have strongly-held beliefs on marriage.
If independent officiants were allowed it would open the door to those who may not place such a high value on marriage.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes + +

Consultation Question 36:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The prescribed words form a foundation for the declarations that are required for a marriage. Without them the wedding ceremony can be as
meaningless as a couple or officiant chooses, and legal marriage can become nothing more than a certificate from the Government.

Marriage is founded on solemn promises made between two parties. Under these proposals it would be possible to have a legally recognized wedding in
which no words were said between the couple, let alone promises of any kind. The commitment made in marriage must be taken very seriously, and
without the prescribed words it is much easier to treat the ceremony casually. The prescribed words are only a small part of the
entire wedding ceremony. The rules are already extremely flexible about what happens in the rest of the ceremony. It is hard to imagine a genuine
wedding in which the prescribed words could not be included at some stage.

Allowing wholly personalized wedding ceremonies without any legally-required words would send the message that marriage is an entirely private
matter.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is far more important that a legal wedding ceremony reflects the seriousness of the
commitment the parties are making than that it is personalized to the couple.

Personalization can undermine the dignity of the wedding ceremony.

A requirement for officiants to ensure that the ceremony does not undermine the dignity and solemnity of marriage is too subjective.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Readings from the Bible and singing of Christian Hymns and prayers.

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The ‘open doors’ requirement is a valuable part of wedding day celebrations, making it clear that marriage is not a private affair, but rather is important to
society as a whole.

Ensuring that weddings are open to any member of the public, rather than just those invited, is a way of protecting against forced marriage and bigamy,
for example.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I think weddings should be held in buildings where the dignity of the wedding ceremony can be guaranteed and are licensed for the purpose.

Please share your views below:

I do not think any of the above offer a suitable venue for a wedding.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

All weddings should be open to the public.

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There should be witnesses present and the marriage document should be signed.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:



(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

I do not think the current law discourages or prevents couples from getting married.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I do not think the costs connected to weddings under the current law and marrying in registered places of worship need be prohibitive or deter couples
from getting married.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Any changes should safeguard the solemnity and dignity of the wedding ceremony.

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YF25-B

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-30 15:23:55

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Private individual

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

I am replying as an interested Christian. The Pastor of the church I attend, thought I might be interested, which I am.

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

not applicable

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:



not applicable

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Giving 7 days notice to marry to superintendent registrar seems a good practise to ensure couple eligible to marry.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

With view of restrictions of covid at moment this seems sensible.

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

I would prefer not to comment, 3 days being minimum period between the in person interviews and date from which couple can get married seems
reasonable on paper.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

I have no comments.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

I am of opinion that should continue to be possible for notice to be given outside England and Wales where one of the couple who is resident in Scotland,
or in a specified Commonwealth country or territory , or on a naval ship at sea.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

No comments.

Consultation Question 12:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Reservations. Currently Wedding officiants are highly trained registrars or religious officiant who are likely hold marriage in esteem.

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

England and Wales, and Scotland and Northern Ireland make up United Kingdom, so proposal of banns published in Scotland, Northern Ireland or Ireland
to be discontinued have concerns.

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No comment

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

No comment.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

No comment.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Both of the couple should attend.

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

There are other church denominations in England and Wales.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Many churches have civil registrars to officiate at wedding this proposal prevents this, as many churches do not have own authorised person. This may be
due to infrequency of weddings, and therefore less familiar with legal requirements.

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

No comments.

Consultation Question 22:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

No comment.

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

No comment.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

This proposal sounds reasonable, but there is a danger that it could be become a way of penalising moral view that contradict prevailing opinion, which
change over time. Popular culture is increasingly at odds with faithful Biblical teaching in matters of sexual ethics.

i. 'contrary to public policy or morality ' is too subjective an assessment. It would risk those with unpopular but entirely legal views being excluded from
nominating officiants.

ii. The test should focus on objective criteria. These could include promoting purposes that are illegal or support illegal activity (such as terrorism), that
advocate the violent overthrown of democracy, or that undermine law.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

No comment.

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

No comment.

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Currently, wedding officiants are either highly trained registrars or religious representative who are likely to have strong held belief on marriage, allowing
independent officiants could allow for those not having such high regard, or value, of marriage come in.

Independent officiant can currently conclude weddings that are not legally binding, in such places as under water, at comic book convention dressed as
characters. Such ceremonies could be legally binding but not uphold sanctity of marriage.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

No comment.

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

No comment.

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage Act 1949 the couple must declare they are free to marry
Marriage is solemn promise made between 2 parties, but it is not just a private matter.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Concern about 'meaningful and in accordance with parties wishes' that uphold sanctity of marriage.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

No comment.

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

No comment.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

No comment.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Wedding is more than private event, of the couple, their family, and friends, but it community event.

Having open door to allow public entry ensures again forced marriage, and bigamy.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Wedding should take place in venue that is dignified and safe.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Public accessibility to wedding prevents forced marriage, and bigamy by allowing open doors to wedding.

Consultation Question 50:



Yes

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Nocomment.

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

No comment.

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

No comment.

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

No comment.

Consultation Question 55:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

No comment.

Consultation Question 56:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

No comment.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



No comment.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

NO comment.

Consultation Question 58:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

No comment.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Nocomment.

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

No comment.

Consultation Question 61:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

No comment.

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

No comment.

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

No comment.

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

No comment.



Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

No comment.

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

NO comment.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

No comment.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

No comment.

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is solemn oath between 2 parties, but it public event which should be dignified and safe.

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

No comment.

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

No comment.

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

No comment.

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

No comment.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No comment.

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

No comment.

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

No comment.

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

No comment.

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

No comment.

Consultation Question 77:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

No comment.

Consultation Question 78:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

No comment.

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

No comment.

Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

No comment.

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

No comment.



Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

No comment.

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

No comment.

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

No comment.

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

I appreciate that people getting married are from different faiths, or none. Law in this country has been established on Judeo Christian values.
Maybe we need to address what is marriage.
Page 29, of 'Lawfully wedded' What constitutes marriage in the sight of God? by Renald E. Showers, The nature of a covenant. Of the covenants
mentioned in Scripture, those between human beings usually involved three principal elements. The first element was a statement of the terms to which
the parties agreed. The second element was an oath or vow by each party to observe the terms. God was called as a witness. The third element was the
formal ratification of the covenant by some solemn external act. (Gen 26.28-30; Josh 24.25-27; Matt 19.5-6

Times change page53, 'Lawfully wedded' by Renald E. Showers, "Whereas wedding of Bible times often took a little over a year to perform all the
elements, modern wedding take only one day." Times change but it is important to retain essence of Marriage, the solemnity of an oath to God, to each
other, and declaring openly that one is married.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No comment.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No comment.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

No comment.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

No comment.

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No Comment.



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No comment.

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No comment.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No comment.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No comment.

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

No comment.
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If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This provides some time frame in which to check people's identity and intentions where this is a matter of concern.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It is important that people establish their identity at an in person interview.

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

One month. This gives time to check out any concerns over identity or intentions.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

The real and increasing possibility of creating fake identities on line would make sham or forced marriage much easier. As a protection against this, an in
person interview should therefore be required in every case.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Yes. If these people are both British Nationals

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage should be a publicly made statement of an intention to remain together for life. It is a declaration to society.

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes. This makes it clearer that the marriage will be conducted by a properly licensed officiant according to law.

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Provided the officiant is properly trained and licensed.

Please share your views below:

It depends on what the other circumstances are.

Consultation Question 13:



No

Please expand on your answer:

This discriminates against the Church of England.

Consultation Question 14:

No

Please expand on your answer:

We may assume that a church is highly unlikely to by injured by war damage but this could happen as a result of terrorist attack.

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Marriage is event which impacts not only the couple but also the society in which they live. It should therefore advertised in both communities.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes to both suggestions. This would help to reduce the incidence of sham and forced marriage. This should be a requirement for all officiants.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes. This helps to guard against the possibility of sham and forced marriage.

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:

As in France, the registry office ceremony should be the legal requirement after which couples are free to have any kind of ceremony or celebration they
want.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This will ensure that marriages are undertaken legally and with the willing consent of both parties.

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Civil weddings conducted by a legally appointed registration officer should be the legal ceremony.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Why would you need more that one if all documentation is in order?

Consultation Question 22:

No

Please expand on your answer:



This removes the likelihood of the church coming under increasing pressure to conduct same sex weddings which are not Biblical in nature.

Consultation Question 23:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This would open the door for all sorts of pseudo religious organisations and cults to conduct their own ceremonies thereby increasing the likelihood of
forced and sham marriages.

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As stated above, this would open the door for all sorts of pseudo religious organisations and cults to conduct their own ceremonies thereby increasing
the likelihood of forced and sham marriages.

Please share your views below:

If all legal ceremonies were conducted by a civil registrar, there would be no need for such a list.

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As stated above, this would open the door for all sorts of pseudo religious organisations and cults to conduct their own ceremonies thereby increasing
the likelihood of forced and sham marriages.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

If as suggested above all legal ceremonies were conducted by civil registrars, there would be no need to track down and penalise religious organisations
for their views.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

No. This would open the door for all sorts of misuse. As stated above, it would be much safer and less burdensome for all legal ceremonies to be
conducted by civil registrars.

Consultation Question 28:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

As stated above, it would be much safer and less burdensome for all legal ceremonies to be conducted by civil registrars.

Consultation Question 29:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No such independent officiants would be necessary if all wedding ceremonies were preceded by a legal civil ceremony.

Consultation Question 30:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No such independent officiants would be necessary if all wedding ceremonies were preceded by a legal civil ceremony.

Consultation Question 31:



Other

Please expand on your answer:

This is far too burdensome. There would be no need for any of this if all legal wedding ceremonies were conducted by civil registrars.

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This would be almost impossible to police.

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Again, this would be almost impossible to police.

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is an unnecessary complication which would not exist if all legal ceremonies were conducted by civil registrars.

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, this could more easily be monitored if all weddings were conducted by civil registrars.
However, some amplification of the guidance is needed to define what is meant by the 'dignity and solemnity' of marriage otherwise this is open to all
kinds of subjective and ridiculous interpretation.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes. It is very important that the marriage vows should be understood as a serious commitment by couples to remain together for life. Marriage is not the
same thing as serial monogamy.

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, but not the sole responsibility. Again, if all legal marriages were conducted by civil authorities, it would be much clearer as to where the responsibility
lies.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes. Again, if all legal marriages were conducted by civil authorities, this would not be a problem.

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If you intend to allow independent officiants. This is a dangerous line to go down as it open the possibility for all kinds of abuse.



Consultation Question 40:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Like driving licences for the over 70s, the ability to function appropriately should be reviewed.

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If independent officiants operated after the legal civil ceremony, this would not be a problem.

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No marriage should be undertaken without the unforced consent of both individuals. However, it is also important that the couple make a serious public
commitment in the presence of witnesses of their intention to remain together for the rest of their lives. Simply signing a document and handing it in to
an office, trivialises the solemnity and dignity of the occasion.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A marriage involves a couple but it is also a public declaration to society. To have any kind of ceremony you choose, seriously risks trivialising the event
and undermining the solemnity of the occasion. The prerequisite for a dignified legal civil ceremony would remove this difficulty.

Consultation Question 44:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Again, if this was preceded by a legal civil ceremony (e.g. as in France) this would not be a problem. Afterwards, religious organisations would be free to
make their own arrangements.

Consultation Question 45:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The civil registry office is not a religious organisation. A religious ceremony can take place after a civil ceremony if the couple wish.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Religious ceremonies should take place in religious gatherings not government registry offices.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is not a private arrangement. The open door policy reduces the possibility of forced and sham marriages.



Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Certainly not. Marriage is solemn occasion and should be undertaken with appropriate dignity.

Please share your views below:

None of these venues are appropriate places in which to make a legal and solemn commitment.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Although a marriage takes place between two individuals, it is not a private matter. Hence the need for witnesses and a public declaration on
commitment.

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If there was first a legal civil ceremony in a registry office, there would be no need for this confusion.

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The legal ceremony should be in a registry office.

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Again, if the legal wedding is in a registry office, this will not be a problem.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

The use of the registry office, removes the need for all such requirements. Check that everything is done properly, would be a waste of time and tax
payers' money.

Consultation Question 53:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No such approval is needed if the legal wedding takes place in a registry office.

Please share your views below:

All this is unnecessary if the legal wedding takes place in a registry office. This is the norm in France and other countries.

Chapter 8: Registration



Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes. This is particularly important to identify persons for posterity. eg. genealogical research.

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

So long as the legal wording is the same.

Consultation Question 56:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

There should be both legal and paper registration for the highest level of security.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

A marriage should always be conducted within the law. Couples should not be free to 'do their own thing.'

No

Please expand on your answer:

A marriage should be recorded by a proper legal document.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage should always be conducted according to law.

Consultation Question 59:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Questions should arise as to whether a marriage was undertaken with consent or for fraudulent purposes if the couple have not cohabited.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No. Cohabitation is not a marriage and should not be legally recognised as such.

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There may be very good reasons why someone who has been forced into marriage cannot speak up for a long time because of fear of reprisals. A forced
marriage is sexual abuse on which we do not put 3 year limits.

Consultation Question 61:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Providing a false marriage is nothing less than fraud.

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

No. Special arrangements could be made for civil registrars to visit in order to officiate in such circumstances.

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes. Otherwise they can be forced into marriage by unscrupulous people wishing to inherit their assets.

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This would be much less complicated than the present variety of arrangements. All legal marriages should be conducted in registry offices. Couples can
then arrange whatever ceremony they want afterwards.

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Otherwise there is no limit to what can be claimed as a terminal illness.

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If couples do not intend to marry within 12 months, they are probably not serious about getting married at all. If there are unforeseen circumstances,
they can alway reapply.

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No. Both partners should attend in person in front of witnesses. It is becoming all to easy to doctor information and photographs on line.

No

Please expand on your answer:

No "emergency" is likely to last long enough for this to be necessary.

No

Please expand on your answer:

If someone is at risk of death, then the marriage would end very shortly.

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Marriages should take place in a registry office. A surf board, a diving bell etc. etc. would not lend sufficient dignity to the occasion.

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If a civil ceremony takes place in a registry office, a couple can have whatever kind of ceremony or party they want on a cruise ship.

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

If a civil ceremony takes place in a registry office, a couple can have whatever kind of ceremony or party they want elsewhere.

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If a civil ceremony takes place in a registry office, a couple can have whatever kind of ceremony or party they want elsewhere without having to name an
officiant.

Consultation Question 72:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If a civil ceremony takes place in a registry office, a couple can have whatever kind of ceremony or party they want elsewhere with any officiant.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

There should not be maritime officiants.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Legal ceremonies should take place in registry offices not at sea.

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Possibly but this does not matter if a legal ceremony has previously taken place in a registry office. e.g. as in France.

Consultation Question 74:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Couples should be legally married in a registry office.

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A person who is housebound or detained is likely to have limited funds.

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 



Please expand on your answer:

Set on compassionate grounds. The relatives of a person who is terminally ill will incur significant costs after their demise.

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This should be the only legal wedding. All secondary ceremonies would be of the couple's choice and not subject to policing.

Consultation Question 78:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

The legal ceremony should take place in a safe and dignified registry office. Otherwise considerations of what is safe and dignified are open to all sorts of
weird and unsuitable interpretations.

Consultation Question 79:

No

Please expand on your answer:

All legal weddings should take place in a registry office. This would remove the need to approve other locations.

Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Legal weddings should not take place outside the registry office except in exceptional circumstances.

Consultation Question 81:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

If all legal ceremonies took place in a registry office, there would be no need to supply other services.

Consultation Question 82:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Weddings should normally take place in the registry office and only elsewhere under exceptional circumstances.

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Most people are able to pay something. People who are terminally ill are not necessarily poorer than other people.

Consultation Question 84:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

There should be no legal officiants outside the civil registry office.

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:



Please share your views below:

Cohabitation and serial monogamy have become the norm. Most couples nowadays marry either when they wish to have children or when they wish to
ensure that one party will inherit when the other dies. A wedding has become a theatrical event rather than a commitment to one person for life. Your
proposals would result in marriages taking place anywhere and anyhow thus trivialising the occasion even further.

A basic requirement for a simple registry office wedding at low cost with a couple of witnesses as a preliminary to a ceremony of the couple's choice
would restore a sense of the seriousness of the commitment and avoid all the legal complication of authorising and policing other types of celebration.
This system operates well in other countries e.g. France and Germany.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Cohabiting couples generally want their wedding to be an "event" and are therefore likely to wait until they can afford to spend a lot of money on it. A
basic and simple registry office wedding with two witnesses could cost very little, allow the couple to be legally married and splurge on a big celebration
at a later date thus separating the two occasions.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

Because your proposed arrangements would be so open to abuse, they would need to be policed resulting in substantial extra cost to the tax payer. A
much simpler and cost effective arrangement would be to have a very basic registry office wedding as a preliminary to all other celebrations.



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YFKB-H

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-30 15:30:56

About you

What is your name?

Name:
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I am not in a marriage of any description.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It was not my choice not to find someone I wanted to marry who wanted to marry me, and, therefore, be able to have a wedding, not just legally binding,
but of any description whatsoever. It's just the way it's happened so far.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The frustrations of being single.

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:



My barrier was not having someone to marry. Not having someone to marry, whilst frustrating, is perfectly legal!

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

My experience during the COVID-19 pandemic has been without weddings.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not universally abolished, but there should be exceptions, e.g., someone wanting to marry an Irish nurse who can't afford to take time off just to be
resident in England/Wales for a week before the wedding.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

In general it should be at least 3 days, but an exception should be made for a responsible person that cannot get away from their calling three days
before the wedding.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

It should be, but it must be blindingly obvious in each case that there are no such concerns.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

I don't know whether anything has ever gone wrong as a result of the current situation. If nothing has ever gone wrong, I don't see why the current
situation should not continue. If things have gone wrong, think again.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Additional to current arrangements, not instead of them - The more checks, the better.

Consultation Question 10:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I think things should stay as they are, but I don't really know.

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Why not, seems sensible.

Consultation Question 12:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Where possible, the substitute should be named on the schedule as a substitute.

Please share your views below:

If the original officiant unreasonably refuses to officiate, the substitute officiant should be able to act. But the substitute must be one specifically
authorised by law to officiate.

Consultation Question 13:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

They should be published in England or Wales as well,

Consultation Question 14:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

They must be published wherever they can be,

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

They should be required to be published in the church where the wedding is to take place. Good idea to publish them elsewhere as well.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes, but with suitable chaperoning, if necessary.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes, of course.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

If banns are published online, and this should be done, that is, at the very least, a civil preliminary.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Many churches do not have their own authorised persons all the time, particularly in "interregnums" between ministers.
Getting married is expensive enough without requiring people to use more than one venue.
In any case, the church is not the military. Why is a church wedding not civil as well?



Consultation Question 21:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I am undecided on this.

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I didn't realise they weren't!

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Nominating, yes. Whether there should not be further checks, I am not sure.
The relevant governing authority of an independent local church is the governing board of that church, not the officials of a particular organisation to
which that church may be affiliated (e.g., local pastor, elders and deacons, not the Baptist Union, Grace Baptist Association, Congregational Union, or AOG
Conference).

Consultation Question 24:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Perhaps, but why should anyone in such an organisation not be content with a civil marriage?

Please share your views below:

Yes, there should be. I suggest that the Mafia might not be suitable, but also e.g., political parties, sports clubs, the Freemasons (because of the secrecy).

Consultation Question 25:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

It should be sufficient if they have a history of having had at least 20 members who meet regularly for worship or in furtherance of their beliefs, and have
at least 10 members.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

No, it should not. Who has a right to decide what "public policy" or "public morality" is? The only purposes that should be excluded are those defined as
illegal by just Laws of The Land, e.g., terrorism, pederasty, treason, anarchy, promoting dictatorships, other crime. Perhaps also, organisations, whose
activities are not open to the public, e.g., Freemasons, Schlaraffia, should also be excluded.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

I assume that means that if someone is in a particular office in an organisation, holding that office should automatically enable them to officiate, without
them being named specifically to officiate. Sounds reasonable, but the organisation might want some officers not to officiate -it may be possible to define
particular offices as to whether they carry officiation "rights" or not.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Absolutely.

Consultation Question 29:



No

Please expand on your answer:

What's the purpose of training and ensuring the qualification of Civil Registrars and Religious Officiants, and, possibly, secular organisation officials to
officiate, if any Tom Dick and Harry can do so without qualification and accountability? What a charter for forced marriage, bigamy by deceit, underage
marriages, etc!
Independent officiants must have at least the qualifications of non-independent ones.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Of course they should have responsibility, but that does not mean that further checks by others will not be necessary.

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

That is the MINIMUM. Further checks may be advisable.

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

That does not mean that they should not be paid expenses or rewarded in some way for their efforts (reqd CPD, etc), but what they make should be
regulated. We don't want bribables doing it.

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Why should they exist in the first place Anyone officiating should be required to have at least the qualifications held by Civil Registrars and Religious
Officials.

Consultation Question 34:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Certainly, an organisation should have a right to peremptorily withdraw authorisation from anyone seen to be violating the principles of that
organisation.

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Absolutely

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The primary responsibility, yes. Doesn't mean no one else is responsible.



Consultation Question 38:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

provided they have previously undertaken to comply with these things, and are now failing.
Of course every officiant should have made such an undertaking.

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

and anyone else should have the power to press the GRO to act.

Consultation Question 40:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Officiants should have to renew their authorisation regularly, same as for everyone else (e.g., CPSM registrees).

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Same as for everyone else.

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is not a good idea to remove ANY of the checks that are currently in place. It doesn't irrevocably damage someone to repeat their lines if they have
fluffed them. Keep the prescribed words - We know where we are with them. My friend who had to repeat his vows because he had said "I do" instead of
"I will" suffered no real ill aftereffects!
It doesn't hurt to explain them to people not that familiar with their meaning.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There should be a minimum required format, to which the parties can add if they so wish, but the basics should not be curtailed. We want marriages to
be marriages.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

They can decide their own forms. They don't need US to decide for them. The only exceptions are whether splinter groups should be automatically able to
change their formats.

Consultation Question 45:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I don't know about the "rather than" clause. Either it's a civil ceremony or it isn't. It doesn't matter how much it's a religious ceremony as well.



Please share your views below:

Certainly any part of the Book of Common Prayer wedding service, the Bible, or other text fundamental to the religions held should be allowable at a civil
ceremony if the parties so wish it,

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If that means prohibiting a religious service after a civil wedding ceremony, DEFINITELY NOT. One may require that the religious service not deny the
validity of the Civil Ceremony (might be difficult to get the RCs to agree to this), but that's about it.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The only reason for holding a wedding behind closed doors is to hide the wedding. That won't do.
It maybe that in certain circumstances disruptive or dangerous members of the public should only be allowed to attend under certain physical restraints,
or even required to view the wedding online, but weddings MUST be public.
It may be that couples may need to flee somewhere to escape particular persons, but the general public should always have access.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not just ANYWHERE. It is necessary to really ensure that the dignity of marriage is upheld. There is no objection to expanding the list of permissible
venues on a case by case basis.

in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

Weddings should not be an occasion for wanton pollution - and how can "in the air" be open to a general public?
There should be some limits, too. The private home must be open to the public for part of the ceremony..
ON inland waters, perhaps. IN inland waters, NO.
In places where a conventicle might have been held, outdoors is fine. Not in the middle of an bustling shopping precinct, for instance.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

They don't have to be REGULARLY available to the public, but they should be accessible to the public for the duration of the ceremony.

Consultation Question 50:

Other

Other

Other

Please expand on your answer:

There should be no blanket prohibition of such. On the other hand, organisations should be protected from pressure, whether through antidiscrimination
laws, by a doctrinaire Borough Council, or other such things, to make their venues available for activities they don't want to have there. I don't want a
polygamous or Same Sex Marriage ceremony taking place in my church building, and I should not be under any pressure to permit it, just because the law
permits me to do so. There is always the civil registry office, after all.

Consultation Question 51:

No



Please expand on your answer:

Not SOLELY the responsibility of the officiant.

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Guidance, yes.

Consultation Question 53:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

provided it does not cost the general public money, why not?

Please share your views below:

Religious organisations could issue their own approvals, for instance.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

In Welsh only is not a good idea. Come to rural England and expect everyone interested to understand Welsh?
Couples should also have the option of aat the time or later amending their registration document to ADD other languages of their choice, e.g. Welsh if
they settle in Wales, Punjabi, Turkish, etc. But English is a must.

Consultation Question 56:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

But there should always be paper., not electronic on its own. not for something as permanent or important as marriage.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Nos 1 and 2 should have get out clauses. If everyone agrees, the marriage should stand in spite of irregularities.
For 3 (or maybe 1 and 2 as well), there should be available to agreeing parties a confirmation ceremony conducted by an authorised officiant that should
be sufficient to validate what has taken place.
With 4 I agree, except that I don't think it is necessary for either party to know that the necessary opt in had not been given, If the opt in hasn't been
given, it hasn't been given, period.
|On the other hand, if one party has been kept in ignorance, they should be entitled to the same compensations for the annulment as they would have if
the wedding had been valid and followed by a divorce.

Other



Please expand on your answer:

Not if these things are rectified at a later date with the agreement of both parties.
One wouldn't want a marriage like that of Katherine Grey and Edward Seymour to be declared illegitimate these days because the living witness could not
be found.

Consultation Question 58:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, but if all parties (including the relevant religious governing authority, where relevant) wish the marriage to stand, than it should, after validation by a
qualified officiant, stand.

Consultation Question 59:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Annulment for the cause of non-consummation should still be available and valid.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

They should be able to be declared married by a qualified officiant, but this signed and sealed declaration, together with a declaration of marriage vows,
should be required for the marriage to be recognised.

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I knew two cases where a prominent Christian had to divorce his wife, whom he had never been able to impregnate, in order to marry another woman
(whom he wouldn't be able impregnate either), causing unnecessary scandal (which I, to my shame, made something of).

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

DEFINITELY!!!!!!!!!!

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Persons who have a terminal illness could get taken advantage of, especially if they have money or property to leave. They should be protected. Similarly
some detained in a hospital,

Detained in prison: The person thinking of marrying them may need help.

Housebound: the prospective spouse might be after their money, and the law on no fault divorce might enable their spouse to wrest half of it from them.
They should be protected by law from incurring financial loss through divorce.

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Not just ANY registration officer, but one with special training and experience of dealing with terminal care.

Consultation Question 64:

Other



Please expand on your answer:

Probably not, there may need to be checks.

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

At least 12 months.

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Why not?

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not IN the sea, but possibly over the sea in a craft. It's OK to be kissed standing in the sea (as in "Bless the Bride"), but having the wedding ceremony that
way is a step too far.

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Might be a boon to people at sea, though in these days of rapid travel, not as much as it might have been in the past.

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

If you can bury people at sea, you should be able to marry them there too. I should think any vessel that's big enough to accommodate a wedding would
do, especially if it has a chapel and/or chaplain.
PROBABLY not an oil rig, but i don't know.

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I don't see why they shouldn't be required to give the name of the officiant as well as the ship's details, if it is known to them - obviously if the officiant
belongs to the ship, it may not be.

Consultation Question 72:

Other

Please expand on your answer:



The couple should have the right to bring their own officiant with them, if they so desire (at their own expense, of course), but authorised deck officers
will do just fine.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Obviously that's the minimum requirement.

No

Please expand on your answer:

Landlubber authorised officiants should also be able to officiate weddings at sea, under the same rules and restrictions as they are under on land.

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

There might well be - couples who hit it off on a cruise, for instance. Or Fletcher Christian types!

Consultation Question 74:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Surely that's going to be after their wedding, isn't it? unless you're telling me it can be BEFORE their wedding!

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Certainly the registration officer should be reimbursed for his/her expenditure and time. Where the cause of detention is other than felony or luxury, the
State should reimburse the person(s) giving notice this additional fee (Yes, ideally the reimbursement should be means tested, but, except in the event of
IT guys sufficiently competent to fix the problem properly being found, the process of means testing might cost more than the full subsidy)

Consultation Question 76:

(1) the same fee as other cases in which the registration officer must travel to the person giving notice, set nationally on a cost-recovery basis; or

Please expand on your answer:

The registration officer should not have to personally foot the bill for the State's compassion. But the State should automatically reimburse the additional
fee to the parties involved (As said above, ideally the reimbursement would be means tested, but fixing this means-testing at a reasonable cost to the
State would be beyond the ability of most IT specialists - I would suggest consulting the British Computer Society, something that Government, to its cost,
seems reluctant to do. Someone like the BCS's  would have a pretty good grasp of what would need to be done).

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

What on earth is the point of scrapping this facility? Most Christian denominations have not got the issue of divorce and remarriage sorted out on a
proper scriptural basis (to which the Westminster Confession comes closest to doing), and even where they have, there will still be those who cannot get
married in church - I don't know the score with other religions.

Consultation Question 78:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Some local authorities are really grasping old illegitimi when they can get away with it, and some individuals have suffered greatly from their rapacity.
One or two stories from old  have made my hair stand on end.

Consultation Question 79:



Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, but there should be a possibility of judicial review if some people find that fee disproportionate.

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

but State subsidy should be available for needy cases.

Consultation Question 81:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, but again, needy cases should be subsidised.

Consultation Question 82:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, if there is provision for the fees to be subsidised by the State, when needed.

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Neither. The full fee should be charged, but automatically reimbursed by Government to the parties involved.

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

DBS certificates are chargeable for those who are only going to be involved in non-remunerative charity work, so why should this be any different?

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

I have never met anyone who wanted to get married and couldn't get to a suitable venue, but I accept that such exist and should be catered for. Luxury
weddings, with safeguards, should be facilitated if the total cost is absorbed by the participants.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I don't know what the current situation is regarding the terminally ill, hospitalised, or housebound, but the above proposals, as modified by my
suggestions, would seem to me to fit the bill.
I think everybody else's needs (barring perhaps persons at sea) are catered for already, but that isn't to say that environmentally sustainable luxuries
beyond these should not be available at cost.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

People should be able to get married at reasonable cost. In many cases it might be easier and cheaper to just subsidise Registry Office weddings. Where
people NEED to get married at a place of worship, any amount up to the Registry Office subsidy should be available to them from the State, and any
further subsidy should be supplied by the denomination involved



Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

I have only a little knowledge or experience of this, in that a small fellowship I know that didn't have its own premises was able to use the premises of
another church for things like weddings, baptisms and funeral services, at reasonable cost.

In my view, few of these proposed changes will be actually necessary, but others could be eminently welcomeable.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Venues would certainly benefit. that should, however, be the least of our concerns.

Of course, anything that brings in money from abroad is, other things being equal, desirable!

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Local authorities have to run registry offices. They will continue to have to do so. If the proposals make the running of these offices less cost effective, a
rethink is required.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I can't think how local authorities could actually benefit, except from fees collected for luxury wedding arrangements.

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I would think the Law Commission will have thought this through better than I can.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I would think the Law Commission will have thought this through better than I can.

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I don't know.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Can only help.

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

1. For cases involving compassion and subsidy, Government should cheerfully absorb most of the costs (religious (and non-religious belief) organisations
absorbing the rest, as indicated in my other answers), of which there will be some.

2. Businesses should not be forced to engage with these things, if it is going to cost them overall.
3. Religious (and non-religious belief) organisations should only bear costs they have imposed that are additional to those that imposed similar services
by national and local government.

4. Independent officiants must be able to reclaim their costs from couples.

5. Couples should bear the full cost of anything not imposed on them that is beyond what is necessary simply to get married.
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Weddings should be accessible to the public to prevent forced marriages

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

to allow civil ceremonies to take place in religious locations would confer a spurious legitimacy on such ceremonies.

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But thed terms “dignity” and “safety" are too vague

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Why have the non-explicit word 'parent': after all, the parents of any child are either its mother or its father

Consultation Question 55:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No



Please expand on your answer:

Witnesses are required again to try to prevent forced marriages
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Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(2) there should be no fee.

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YFEF-F

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-30 15:35:09

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

retired

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

In a marriage recognised by law

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

many churches do not have their own authorised person and rely on civil registrars to register their weddings.

many churches are small in number without a full time minister, hold weddings infrequently and depend on a civil register to guide them through legal
requirments and register their weddings

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

No

Please expand on your answer:

many small independent churches and non-religous belief groups do not belong to any organisation. As there would be no supervision allowing them to
nominate officiants could enable very unsuitable people to officiate.

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

The question sounds reasonable but what is meant by "public policy or morality"? Public policy is constantly changing. Not all legal views are popular and
it would risk people with unpopular legal views being excluded.

The test should focus on objective criteria. Does the organisition support illegal activity.



Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a sacred and life long commitment, registrars or religious officiants hold srongly held beliefs on marriage and uphold the seriousness of
marriage vows. . Allowing independent officiants could open the door to allowing people with lesser views on marriage to officiate.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A good marriage is based on the promises made and the trust shown at the marriage ceremony. The prescribed words are the basis on which the
promies are made.

Without the prescribed words the marriage ceremony could be taken lightly without any real committment of the couple to each other.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The ceremony should reflect the seriousness of the covenant being made rather than allowing wordings that could lower that standard

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Suitable readings from Scripture

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There could be a valid reason why a couple could not have a religous marriage service but would like a religious blessing on their marriage.

I personally was married in Indonesia where we had to have a civil servicer (Witnessed by HM Consul) prior to our religous service. I could not now say not
to allow a religous service after acivil one.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:



The couple should make their verbal vows public, as they are going to live as a married couple in front of the public.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a serious committment and should not be taken lightly, therefore places which tend to lighten the seriousness of the occassion, e.g. under
water, fancy dress etc. are not appropriate. However the present restrictions could be altered to allow weddings to take place in buildings where church
services are held which are not presently allowed.

Please share your views below:

See comments above.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriages should not be secret affairs

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I believe the religous and non religous should be seperate. To permit one to take place in the other's premises could cause confusion and a false
understanding that beliefs were the same

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Local Council

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees



Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

I do not think the current law discourages couple from getting married, I believe it is the cost of venues for receptions and the other trappings that are
expected in present day weddings that hinder couplesgetting married.

Consultation Question 86:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YFP7-B

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-30 15:41:13

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Those officiating marriages should have the express responsibility to ensure that the content and tone of the legal ceremony upholds the dignity and 
solemnity of marriage. 
 
The terms 'dignity’ and ‘solemnity’ need to be clearly defined so that they are high standards to reach, maintain and defend. Thus reflecting the serious of



the commitment being made official.

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Those getting married must be present at the wedding ceremony.

Couples should be obliged to make public declarations of their commitment to one another, and this is foundational to the legal marriage ceremony.
Anything less risks undermining the solemnity ceremony and the seriousness of the commitment being made. Weddings are already flexible, with
minimal prescribed words are minimal that couples can add to in all sorts of ways. Some specific phrases should be used to show that both people freely
consent to the lifetime commitment they are entering into.

Couples should be able to completely personalise their ceremony. This comes from a wrong view of marriage. A wedding is about more than the couple,
they are beginning a union which forms part of society and has been legally defined. A public declaration reminds all present of the importance of
marriage in society and places it squarely in that context.
A wholly self-defined marriage ceremony would decouple marriage from the law and wider society. Marriage would become a private matter, more like a
personal hobby.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A particular ceremony should not just be allowed because the couple wants it, but because it is appropriate for such a significant event that upholds the
seriousness of the commitment being made.

A wedding is a public declaration in which society and the state have an interest. So couples should not be able to choose everything about a wedding
ceremony - this comes from a wrong view of marriage as disposable and superficial. The couple' personal tastes can be catered for at any post wedding
ceremony celebrations.



Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The “open doors” requirement conveys the public nature of wedding declarations.

The open doors requirement was introduced as a protection against forced marriage, which is still a problem in our society.

Marriage is not just a private matter, but one that carries public significance so the requirement should remain.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Venues should not simply be allowed because marrying couples want them, but because they are appropriate places that reflect the solemnity and
sacredness of the ceremony.

There are benefits in a wider variety of venues being allowed but this should not legitimise inappropriate settings.

The 'dignified and safe' standard needs to be made explicitly clear and should be measurable. Bungee-jump weddings don't seem particularly safe or
dignified...

outdoors,, on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

See above.

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I agree but it is unclear how venues would be tested for “dignity” and “safety”.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

The terms are not defined and stringent safeguards should be put in place so that venues have a standard to reach and maintain. The tests must be
robust and measureable.

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Provided that the venue is able to demonstrate that it can meet the 'dignified and safe' standard.

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YFEN-Q

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-30 15:44:19

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

N/A

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I am in a marriage recognised by law.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:



Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Since marriage is a social and legal matter it is appropriate that some measure of community/official control should be exercised and abolishing this
residence requirement would weaken the control and thereby undermine the status of marriage.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This would make it easier for those intending to marry without undermining official control.

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

This seems reasonable , subject to adequate proof of identity being applied.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Agreed.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This would be a reasonable step to reduce the risk of bigamous or clandestine marriages.

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

There might be good reason to allow this but only with the formal approval of the District Registrar.

Consultation Question 13:

Other

Please expand on your answer:



I have no view on this.

Consultation Question 14:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No view.

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

No view.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

This seems to be consistent and reasonable.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes this seems reasonable.

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

No view.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is prudent and common sense.

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There seems no good reason to change current arrangements which are convenient for all concerned.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 24:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

In principle it would be just to allow a secular organisation to conduct a marriage in accordance with its beliefs/teachings but only if the organisation's
understanding and teaching on marriage is consistent with that held by the general population as defined in law.

Please share your views below:

Yes if such an organisation does not accept that a marriage is a contract entered into freely by two adults who are legally free to marry and who commit
themselves to love and respect each other as equals, faithfully and for life in a monogamous relationship.

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Possibly, but freedom of conscience should not be disregarded. Such an exclusion should not be made lightly.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Probably not. A named individual is more easily held to account is something goes wrong.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is important and the officiant should ensure that the legal ceremony itself reflects the solemnity and dignity of marriage. More detailed guidelines
may be required.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Presumably the guidance will follow the outcome of answers to Q35.

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

1. Both parties must be present at the ceremony where mutual consent is expressed orally or, if either party is incapable of speech, in some alternative
form clearly understood by the officiant and the other party.
2. Permission should not be given for a marriage ceremony which does not reflect the dignity and solemnity of the marriage or which does not contain
the core expression of the marriage contract, ie; free consent of both parties and a commitment to love each other and stay together faithfully for life.
3. The consent should only be made at the marriage ceremony, not subsequently on the schedule.
4. As for 3 above.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The ceremony should reflect the dignity and solemnity of marriage, as previously discussed, not simply as the parties may choose if their choice is
inappropriate. The wording of the ceremony should include the core content of their public marriage contract.

Consultation Question 44:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Subject to the core contract wording being included.

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There seems no reason for this.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

We have a long and justified tradition against clandestine marriages. Marriage is not simply a private matter between two individuals or even two
families. It is a social and public matter especially when the marriage is between a man and a woman, thereby raising the possibility of children being
born. It should always be open to public awareness.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If it is in the public interest, especially of children, to strengthen the institution of marriage, it would be unhelpful to allow the wedding ceremony to be
conducted in a location or an atmosphere of jokiness or triviality. It is therefore important to ensure that the location should be suitably presented as
appropriate for a serious life commitment of the parties.

Please share your views below:

For the reasons given above it would be a mistake to permit weddings in any such venue except in unusual and special circumstances such a person's
disability or extreme urgency.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This would be a step further towards making marriage a private matter, against the public interest.

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

No

Please expand on your answer:

These points should be a matter for the organisations concerned to decide, not civil law.

Consultation Question 51:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Yes, provided the officiant is following official guidelines which are clear.

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There should be clear guidelines as to what is meant by "safe and dignified".

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As above. The guidelines should seek general support before being made definitive.

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

On balance this may be helpful.

Please share your views below:

Probably the local planning authority.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Agreed except for the absence of witnesses.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If there are minor children of the union it may be harmful to them if this presumption is abolished.

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This would be a safeguard against fraud or exploitation.

Consultation Question 64:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Numerous forms of authority increase the possibility of fraud or mistakes.

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This would lead too easily to abuse leading to fraud or exploitation.

No

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:



No

Please expand on your answer:

On the face of it, such locations are not appropriate for the solemnity and seriousness of marriage.

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See above.

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Not agreed. See above.

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

I am not aware of any such demand.

Consultation Question 74:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No view

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

No view

Consultation Question 77:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

I think the current law does not deter people from getting married. It is the perceived cost of it which deters people mostly as well as the lack of incentive
socially and fiscally to be married rather than co-habit.
I do not see these proposals making a significant difference.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I think it is other costs such as hosting the reception which are more important.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No view

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YFV9-K

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-30 15:51:56

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

The seven day residency assumed permanent residency where the couple to be married were known. Daughters may still want to be married from the
family home but live away due to work study etc. and should be allowed to do so without having to move home fdor the week prior to the notice.

Consultation Question 5:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The in- person interview is needed to validate any documents that are required to be produced by law. Decree absolutes, birth certificates, passports etc.
When making the appointment by telephone the registrar would be able to go through the documents needed and check that they are available.

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

If any documents are missing and need to be sent for then seven days seem reasonable.
It may be difficult to find and arrange for a celebrant /registrar in less time

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

It would be rather difficult to establish online whether a marriage is a sham one, forced one or the incapacity of either party to consent. The couple to be
married should always be seen in person prior to the giving of notice

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

If notice were given in the relevant British Consulates where the relevant documents could be properly checked then notice should be possible.
Scottish registration law appears to be different but if the English requirements are adhered to in the giving of the notice then should be possible and
acceptable in England.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There should be no valid reason for secrecy except in the cases of the couples who for safety reasons wish to keep their addresses hidden.

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The registration service has always covered such eventualities happening where the authorised person of a particular church is unable to officiate at the
wedding for whatever reason. In the cases of any officiant being unable to be present a registration officer should be the preferred choice at short notice

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

The banns were called in the local church presuming that the couple to be married were known to the congregation and their marital status. Nowadays
this is not always so and the bans should therefore be published alongside the civil notices.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

The requirements of documentary evidence etc should be the same for the publishing of the banns as for the giving of notice for a civil wedding.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I was under the impression that this was already undertaken through the registration service. Will future registration officers be renamed officiants?

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Registration officers are needed to officiate at weddings in churches where there may not be an authorised person or that person is away on holiday or
ill. Many small churches do not have many weddings and so would lack the necessary experience in completing the registers and certificates.

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

The law should not exclude religious and non religious organisations from nominating their own officiants. Purposes that are unlawful are unlawful.
Public morality is difficult to determine.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

What criteria would the General Register Office use and for what reasons would it exclude applicants? A list of officiants authorised by the Registrar
General would not be helpful.

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The Register Office is the only body with enough past experience to issue guidance on how weddings should be conducted

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

There is a danger that the monitoring of independents officiants by the General register Office could be subjective rather than objective.

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

The consent should always be expressed during the ceremony

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The present form and ceremony have been used successfully for generations and any changes would be to lessen the seriousness and gravity of the
marriage vows.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Open doors at a marriage ceremony are important as marriage is part of the fabric of society and open to observe and share. Closed doors could conceal
a sham marriage taking place or even a forced marriage taking place.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Sadly this would mean marriages could take place in inappropriate venues and ridicule the meaning and seriousness of marriage. There are already
numerous examples of how extreme some couples would go to just to be different. Marriage is a serious business and entered into seriously not
frivolously. The marriage is to be solemnized and the venue should reflect that.

on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

The marriage ceremony should be open, observable and accessible in order to prohibit forced or bigamous marriages.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriages are an essential part of the fabric of our society. The public are also neighbours with an interest in the persons being married and therefore
wedding locations should be familiar and open. Marriage is a public celebration and should not be done behind closed doors.

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Non religious belief organisations officiating at non religious belief weddings should have regard to the sensibilities of the religious beliefs of those
belonging to a religious venue. To go ahead would in my opinion be a deliberate violation of the beliefs of those members of the religious venue.

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If the officiant decided that a venue was unsuitable would another officiant be found who would find it suitable? There should always be certain criteria to
be initiated and passed before enabling a venue to be approved. Leaving it to the officiant to decide is subjective and open to corruption.

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This would be presumably have been covered in the approval of such building for marriages but last minute checks are always a good idea to ensure that
the standard hasn't lapsed.



Other

Please expand on your answer:

The local Register Office is more aware of local conditions and venues.

Consultation Question 53:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

The approval process should be mandatory and take place before any weddings can take place at a given location

Please share your views below:

The local Register Office is best placed to approve premises as they are familiar with their districts

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is normal practice except for the use of the word "parent" and " parent" isn't necessary as everyone has a biological "mother" and a biological
"father". These terms are necessary when later generations are trying to identify family connections for hereditary genetic health issues or family tree
purposes.

Consultation Question 55:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

English is the common language in the U.K. and so all official documents should be in English.

Consultation Question 56:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There would always be a means of abuse.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If these marriages were not rendered void for the above reasons then in my opinion common sense will tell you that you have in effect removed the
official requirements and violations would be more common.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

The above factors could be deliberate errors to cover up a suspect marriage. Each case would be needed to be judged individually on the reasons for the
mistakes ands the local registration office would report the same to the Registrar General who could decide whether or not on the evidence produced the
marriage is void or not.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Failure to give notice is serious in that documents and capacity to be married etc have not been gone into.
There is no valid reason for ignorance on what is required to be done before a marriage can take place. The venues themselves will have informed the
parties of the necessary preliminaries when making the arrangements etc

Consultation Question 59:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

The marriage may be one of convenience and where the couple part company straight away after the ceremony.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

If the couple have children who have been registered as legitimate then the couple should be asked to go through a civil marriage.

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The officiant is deliberately breaking the law.

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

The Law allows for a Registrar's licence to be issued to enable those who are terminally ill or physically incapable of attending a venue to be married
where they are.
In the case of prisoners there are obvious difficulties. The giving of the notice, the venue etc. Prisoners normally wait until after they have been released.

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The registration officer is required to be sure that the terminally ill person is able to understand what is happening, is free to marry and is not in a coma.

Consultation Question 64:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

If the single form of civil authority to marry is in fact a type of Registrar's licence but issued by the local Register Office after the due criteria have been
met.

Consultation Question 65:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A terminal illness in this situation would normally be understood to be in the last stages . The registration officer would need to be sure that at the end of
12 months the terminally ill party was still capable of going through the ceremony.

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Before becoming a maritime officiants should have gone through the same training procedures

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Some couples may want a no fuss wedding

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YFEM-P

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-30 15:53:57

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Married in a church of England church

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It was my choice and I did so as I was serious about the life long commitment I was making. I was very particular to understand the vows I was making
and fully understood the seriousness, legality and dignity of the Marriage ceremony.

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

N/A

Consultation Question 3:



Please share your views below:

N/A

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

For full safeguarding I would suggest that couples need to be resident for longer than just 7 days.

Consultation Question 5:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a serious legal commitment. It is not like getting a passport or driving licence. It should not be done in haste or without due consideration.
There would have to be some exceptional circumstance why a couple could not attend in person to give notice of intended marriage.
Provision could be made for exceptional circumstances but this should be within strict guidelines.

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

Again Marriage is a serious legal commitment. Time must be given to ensure both parties are fully committed and free to make this commitment . I would
propose at period of time as 1-2 months.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

No Interviews should not be done remotely .

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

This seems a reasonable circumstance to continue.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Provided this was on a secure government registrar site and full protection of personal details was ensured.

Consultation Question 10:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

not sure what this means.

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Please share your views below:

what other circumstances?

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is an absurd proposal. We are the United Kingdom and have a long standing special relationship with Ireland . Why would we not continue to
authorise banns published ?

Consultation Question 14:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

The current rules for the Banns to be read in the church of the couples parish and the church where the wedding takes place are perfectly sound.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Both the power to call for documentary evidence and meet with each of the couple separately is a good step forward to ensure that the solemnity and
dignity of the commitment that will be made is understood. It allows for marriage counselling and safeguarding in the event of fraudulent
documentation.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

yes this is a sound good practice

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:

The best practice by the Anglican Community should be the cornerstone of civil preliminaries.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not sure what is meant by this. Are you saying only vicars can do church weddings?

Consultation Question 21:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There is no reason for non-religious belief organisations to nominate officiants. The registrar can fulfil this role.

Religious organisations other than the church of England should have the authority to nominate officiants to officiate at weddings in their Churches

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I do not see any need for this. The provision of registrars to officiate at weddings covers this requirement.
It is absurd to try and squash non religious organisations into a pseudo religious definition in order to officiate at a wedding. Just use the registry office .

Please share your views below:

This is bizarre reasoning . No , there should not be a list of non non-religious belief organisations.

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The current registry office functions perfectly for all non religious belief organisations marriage requirements .
The religious belief organisations officiants function for all who wish a traditional Christian wedding . This can be expanded for other faiths .

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

I agree that no organisation should be given authority to officiate weddings if it promotes purposes that are unlawful or contrary to public policy or
morality.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

I think it is safer to have officiants named and not by office . There should be compulsory training for the role before being authorised to officiate.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

not sure what an independent officiant is.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Other

Please expand on your answer:



I would say they should be aged at least 25 . Understand the legal requirements for being an officiant and performing the role; and
have undergone mandatory training and continuing professional development in the legal aspects of being an officiant, with the content to be
determined by the Registrar General.

Consultation Question 32:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

How exactly would this be enforced? How does one define making a profit above the expression of their beliefs?

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There is no requirement for independent officiants. Fees should be held strictly to the guidelines and limits set by the registry office.

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Officiants should have a wider responsibility to ensure that the content and tone of the
legal ceremony upholds the dignity and solemnity of marriage.
The proposal does not go far enough. It needs to define what is meant by
‘dignity’ and ‘solemnity’.
The consultation seems to view ceremonies taking place “in the air” as being compatible
with these tests of dignity and solemnity, which suggests they are easy standards to reach.

Without strict , transparent guidelines this could descend into trite , meaningless frivolity which could rob the marriage service of all dignity & solemnity.

It is the duty of the government to uphold the sanctity of marriage , it's legal commitment and Value to society . The wedding celebration party can cover
the whimsy and frivolity.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I do not agree with this it is devaluing the Marriage covenant and risks undermining the solemnity of the wedding ceremony and denying the seriousness
of the commitment being made. It certainly should not be possible for someone to get married without being present at the wedding ceremony. Simply
signing the marriage schedule is inadequate. These proposals open up all sorts of safeguarding issues for coercive and forced marriages.

Couples would be able to say anything they like or nothing at all. This is a major departure from the public declarations always considered foundational to
the legal
marriage ceremony. There is already a large amount of flexibility in the wedding ceremony. The prescribed words are minimal and couples can add to
them in all
sorts of ways. It is not very much to ask that some specific phrases
are used to show that both people freely consent to the lifetime commitment they are entering into.

The idea that a couple should be able to completely personalise their ceremony comes from a wrong view of marriage. A wedding is not just about the
couple. The
couple enter into a union which is understood by society and has been legally defined. So society and the law have an interest in the making of a public
declaration.

The logic of a wholly self-defined marriage ceremony is for marriage to be decoupled from the law and wider society. Marriage would become an entirely
private matter, rather like a personal hobby.

Consultation Question 43:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Again this it is devaluing the Marriage covenant and risks undermining the solemnity of the wedding ceremony and denying the seriousness of the
commitment being made. A particular ceremony should not just be allowed because the couple wants it, but because it is appropriate for such a
significant event.

A wedding is a public declaration in which society and the state have an
interest.

Unofficial wedding ceremonies have included themes
such as Alice in Wonderland, James Bond, Lord of the Rings, Game of Thrones, Marvel comics, Beauty and the Beast, Harry Potter, Star Wars and Flash
Gordon. One
had a ‘Woodland Fairy themed ceremony with ponies dressed as unicorns’ while another couple dressed as hedgehogs. It is very doubtful that many of
these
reflected how seriously marriage should be taken.

It is the duty of the registry office to provide a fitting dignified and solemn service for this public declaration. The wedding celebrations after the ceremony
of marriage can be any theme of choice. No need to degrade the Marriage ceremony.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Other

Please expand on your answer:



Not sure why this is proposed. Is religious content currently banned from civil ceremony?

How does one ensure a ceremony remains identifiable as a civil ceremony? Does it matter ?

Please share your views below:

If a couple wish to make their vows before God then this should be included in the words of the civil ceremony.

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I disagree, anyone wishing to make their marriage vows before God should be allowed to do so. This is an affirmation of the commitment and legally
binding covenant that was made in the civil ceremony .

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This proposal undermines the significance of Marriage in our society.

“open doors” requirement helps convey the public nature of wedding declarations.
The open doors requirement was introduced hundreds of years ago as a protection against forced marriage. This is still a problem in our society.

Removing the requirement encourages a false perception that marriage is a private matter without any public significance.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Venues should not simply be allowed because marrying couples want them, but because they are appropriate places to hold such a significant ceremony.
There may be benefits to expanding the variety of venues for weddings but this should not legitimise inappropriate settings.

outdoors,, on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

From the options above the safe and dignified test doesn’t seem too hard to meet.
It is the duty of the registry office to provide appropriate settings for the marriage ceremony. The above options are far too generic and open to being
inappropriate.

Clear guidelines of permissible venues should be registered for the purpose of wedding ceremonies.

Unofficial wedding ceremonies have taken place in an S&M dungeon, underwater, and at a Comic Book convention with a couple dressed as comic book
heroes.
It would be completely incompatible with the dignity of marriage for venues like these to host legal weddings.

Consultation Question 49:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

What does this mean?

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

No

Please expand on your answer:



There is enough provision in the registry office and Church ceremonies that these other categories are not required , but if they were why would there be
any need to prohibit civil ceremonies being religious and vice versa? This is not an area that needs legislation.

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes there should be clear guidelines for the officiant to follow.

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There is a lack of clarity in how venues would be tested for “dignity” and “safety”. There needs to be clear transparent guidelines and the Registry office
needs to take responsibility for the venues it's officiants approve for the ceremony.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

While the proposals call for guidance from the General Register Office, the terms are not defined and stringent safeguards should be proposed. Advice is
not enough there needs to be a strict code of practice so that there is no ambiguity or inappropriate venues approved .

Consultation Question 53:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

do not understand what this means,

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I am married.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

The current system served us well. We were married legally with a registrar present at civil ceremony in Castle and as non-denominational
Christians we then were married 'in the eyes of God' in a marque at the same venue.

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

We were married in 2003, long before Covid-19.



Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The rule serves no useful purpose.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

By attending an interview there is a chance that forced or arranged marriages where one of the parties is unwilling may be noticed.

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

If there any potential issues this gives time for the appropriate authorities to be notified.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

No, if marriages are sham, forced or arranged against the wishes of one party then there is no way to guarantee that third parties aren't present or being
unduly influenced during remote interviews and would rely on registrars being aware prior to the interview. It would not afford the same protections.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Yes, notice is still as valid wherever you're from.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

We are a United Kingdom and should be applicable to all.



Consultation Question 14:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Could still apply in the future.

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

No banns should be published across the diocese or regional area thereby reducing the change of people marrying again without others knowing.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes, most definitely, it would give those forced into a marriage the chance to say something.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes I agree, both parties are equally responsible when marrying and should be held accountable.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

The church plays an important part in marriage and marriage is recognised by the church.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Many churches rely on civil registrars to register weddings, as they do not have their own authorised person either because they are held infrequently or
are to small to employ their own minister. This provision will deny people who wish to marry in such venues a ceremony that is meaningful to the couple
being recognised by law; the very thing the proposed changes seek to ensure. It will also deny small church venues a valued source of income/revenue
and could force them to close.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 24:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

A lot depends on their belief system. If the organisation believes in paedophilia or polygamy then they should definitely not be allowed to officiate at
weddings.

Please share your views below:

See above

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Contrary to public policy or morality” is too subjective an assessment as public opinion is constantly changing. The test should focus on objective criteria.
These could include promoting purposes that are illegal or support illegal activity (such as terrorism), that advocate the violent overthrow of democracy,
or that undermine the rule of law.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Currently, wedding officiants are either highly trained registrars or religious representatives who are likely to have strongly-held beliefs on marriage.
Allowing independent officiants would open the door to those who may not place such a high value on marriage and could therefore undermine the
dignity of marriage.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Clarification as to the meaning of 'fit and proper' is needed.

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

They should also support marriage and the value that it brings to society and by being present agree to uphold it.

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Fee levels should be 'reasonable' and commensurate to the level of service being provided. A breakdown of costs and fees should be provided.

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Most definitely, without which it becomes a mockery.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There should also be a right to appeal if there has been any gross misconduct by officiants while carrying out their duties. Definitions would be needed as
to 'gross misconduct' and the name and address of the body to appeal to should be provided.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Clear guidance should be published as to what constitutes 'professional development' and this should fit within the organisations governing philosophy
i.e. independent officiants from religious organisations should not be forced to attend professional development sessions that run contrary to their core
beliefs and values.

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The Marriage Act 1949 contains prescribed words that form a foundation for the declarations that are required for a marriage. Without them the wedding 
ceremony can be as meaningless as a couple or officiant chooses, and legal marriage can become nothing more than a certificate from the Government. 
Marriage is founded on solemn promises made between two parties. Under these proposals it would be possible to have a legally recognised wedding in



which no words were said between the couple, let alone promises of any kind thereby undermining the value and sanctity of marriage. 
The rules are already extremely flexible about what happens in the rest of the ceremony.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A requirement for officiants to ensure that the ceremony does not undermine the dignity and solemnity of marriage is too subjective. It will not prevent
couples finding an officiant to agree to even the most outlandish wishes.
It is far more important that a legal wedding ceremony reflects the seriousness of the commitment the parties are making than that it is personalised to
the couple.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

We were married in this way and it allows couples the flexibility to choose the venue of their choice in which to carry out the religious element of their
wedding. Some venues may not be licenced for weddings or non-denomiational religious organisations may not be 'legally' able to marry couples.
Keeping this provision in place will allow those that strongly believe in the value and sanctity of marriage to have a ceremony that fully reflects their
wishes.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The ‘open doors’ requirement is a valuable part of wedding day celebrations, making it clear that marriage is not a private affair, but rather is important to
society as a whole.
Ensuring that weddings are open to any member of the public, rather than just those invited, is a way of protecting against forced marriage and bigamy,
for example.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Many churches that do not own their own premises but worship in shared buildings like community centres or schools cannot currently hold weddings in
those venues and therefore this change would be of great benefit to them.
However it is unclear what safeguards will prevent unsuitable venues being used. How will the dignity of such ceremonies be guaranteed? The
consultation states that venues would need to be ‘dignified’ and ‘safe’, but lacks precision on what this means or how it will be tested. Venues must not
detract from the solemn occasion of the wedding. Clarification is needed here.

outdoors,, on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,

Please share your views below:

See above.

Consultation Question 49:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

No

Please expand on your answer:

It will create confusion; there is currently plenty of choice.

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I agree with points 1 and 2 but not point 3.

Consultation Question 55:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriages should be registered in both languages so everyone can fully understand regardless of whether they speak the language ornot.

Consultation Question 56:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There is so much online fraud and identity theft and security levels can always be breached, no online system is totally fraud proof.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

All these count as useful checks and balances to prevent sham or forced marriages. A witness may be absent because it is a forced marriage and they
cannot provide a witness and failure to sign may be the only way someone who's forced into a marriage can silently register their dissent.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Co-habitation after the celebration is an integral part of marriage where both parties share their lives with one another. Removing this clause reduces
marriage to a contractual arrangement only.

No

Please expand on your answer:

Common Law marriage has useful legal protections and these will be removed by this proposal.

Consultation Question 60:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

These powers could be abused and should not be introduced. Covid-19 legislation has severely lacked in scrutiny, accountability and circumvented
parliament and the natural democractic checks and balances that's been in place for centuries.

No

Please expand on your answer:

See above.

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is open to abuse.

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The name of officiant is important and should not be waived, doing so opens it up to abuse.

Consultation Question 72:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is open to abuse and could faciliate sham or forced marriages.

Chapter 12: Fees



Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

No

Please expand on your answer:

These should be at a reduced rate.

Consultation Question 83:

(2) there should be no fee.

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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About you
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Name:
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Enter the name of your organisation:

None

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Friends had to postpone indefinitely



Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

To avoid pressurised weddings

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

In person interviews essential in all cases to avoid fraud.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Not if they are to be married in England or Wales

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

No. It would open the door to trivial requests

Consultation Question 13:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Not exclusively

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes, to ensure integrity of the wedding

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes, at the ceremony.

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

No, the list would be too extensive and could not be exhaustive.

Consultation Question 25:

No



Please expand on your answer:

The organisations would need many centres distributed across the country.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Only if unlawful

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Need to nominate by name and office.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Depends on the criteria for authorisation

Consultation Question 30:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

With additional approval of the General Register Office.

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Officiants should be employable by any organisation

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

With a veto for the General Register Office

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Except that 1b should be struck out.

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

To include Catholic weddings

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Hymns, music but no prayers

Consultation Question 46:

No



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Weddings should be a public expression of consent

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

Weddings need to be in a respectable venue with public access

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

1) The GRO
2) With ultimate approval of the officiant

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

With arrangements for adopted parties

Consultation Question 55:

No

Please expand on your answer:

English as essential minimum

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Weddings are not required in emergency

No

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Only if they ARE at risk of death

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Could inhibit witnesses

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Inhibits attendees

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

No, too vague.

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Weddings should not be devalued. If serious, a couple should be prepared to agree to conventional venues.

Consultation Question 74:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(1) the same fee as other cases in which the registration officer must travel to the person giving notice, set nationally on a cost-recovery basis; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

None

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

None

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

None

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

None

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

None

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

None

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

None

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

None

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

None

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Weddings should not be for the benefit of the maritime industry.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Weddings should not be for the benefit of the maritime industry.



Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

None



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YFPR-6

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-30 16:18:49

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

N/A

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Personal details not to be shared

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

We will have to legally get married then have our ‘wedding’

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:



Having to move 3 times - cost a lot of money

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

Life circumstances change - should be immediate

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Initial interview via video call - then a review on whether 1 in person is necessary

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

All equal

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This impacts the economy - if allowed everywhere, would encourage people to explore other options

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 50:

No

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I believe weddings should be allowed where chosen, however an element of approval should be in place

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This would smooth out the process - 2 year check etc

Please share your views below:

Local council

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Despite the terminal illness, should go through the process to avoid any fraud etc

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Covid-19 has caused so much more work with new renewals of notice - this should be amended asap

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

If couples had more choice where to get married there would be an increase in-turn providing a boost to the economy & more security for those couples
should anything unexpected happen

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

We looked at having a registrar at our Tipi wedding, but the price was so high for something that wasn’t legal so we’re now looking at using a family
member as a blessing - this is wrong. Happy to pay the price if it was legal

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

1. Our previous experience has been fine with booking in slots

2. Save on initial legal fee, travel for those attending

3. Costs more money hence the choice to not use - just needs to be legal everywhere

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YFV2-C

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-30 16:19:07

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Not Applicable

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Applicable

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Applicable

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Applicable

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:



Not Applicable

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Not Applicable

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

No organisations should promote purposes that are unlawful



Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

In addition to the officiants responsibility to uphold the dignity and solemnity of marriage they should also ensure that the content and tone of the
ceremony itself should uphold the dignity and solemnity of marriage.
The proposals should also be required to define what is meant by "dignity" and "solemnity"

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Other



Please expand on your answer:

As long as it clear what "fit and proper" persons standards are.

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

1) The wedding ceremony itself should be attended by both parties, signing the marriage schedule is not adequate.
2) Concern above, about couples being able to say anything they like or nothing at all undermines the foundation of a public declaration in a legal
marriage ceremony, its solemnity of the ceremony and also denying the seriousness of the commitment being made.
3. Personalising a wedding that is being suggested is not just about the couple it is a union which is understood by society and legally defined and
therefore a public declaration should be made by both parties. Not doing this means that marriage will become a private matter like a hobby.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As said before a marriage ceremony should be taken as serious and solemn because it is a significant event and is a public declaration which society and
the state has an interest. Unofficial ceremonies indicate that marriages are not taken seriously.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:



This requirement was introduced many years ago as a protection against forced marriage. This is still a problem in our society and couples should
continue to be protected against forced marriage.
As before marriage is not just a private matter but has public significance.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

As before wedding ceremonies should be taken seriously and solemn and the venue should be an appropriate place to hold a significant ceremony.

Please share your views below:

None of these venues seem to be either safe or dignified to conduct a public ceremony.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The Couple marrying and their families should also decide on the venue provided it is safe and dignified.

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

it is important to clarify how venues would be tested for dignity and safety and also ensuring what stringent safeguards should be proposed for these
important and significant events.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

See comments above.

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees



Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YFPA-N

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-30 16:24:45

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I am in a civil & religiously recognised marriage since 1965

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

14 days

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

No



Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Many churches where marriages take place do not have a Approved Person for the registration to be completed 'in house'. This applies to to around half
of the Places of Worship that are registered for weddings. You are adding bureaucracy to this, and discriminating in the serious matter of marriage.
One of the Law Commission's goals is that “the ceremony that is meaningful to the couple should be recognised by law”. The presence a civil registrar
enables this to happen at present and any change, as considered above, would require a separate civil session.

Consultation Question 21:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

It seems that these proposals allow any format of ceremony and agreement between the parties to be permitted; once the seriousness of marriage is
degraded, family life is damaged, as so often happens when couples divorce.

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:



Please share your views below:

the wording of 'contrary to public policy or morality.' is a very subjective assessment. A more objective set of criteria should be included.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Only civil registrars and religious officiants are able
to officiate at legally valid marriage ceremonies at the moment.
This allowing of independent officiants allows such people to have very weak understanding of the purpose of marriage, and thus demean the ceremony
and vows expressed.
The location and process of marriages that have already been conducted [e.g. underwater, in a sado-masochism dungeon, dressed as fictional characters,
at Halloween] is so disrespectful to the process that it implies that the future marriage has little sacredness.

Currently there is no financial incentive to officiate a wedding. Opening up a market for independent officiants makes wedding vows a commercial
concern.

Consultation Question 30:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

from the previous question, the term 'fit a proper' would have little relevance.

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

when profit/ income is the prime purpose of a ceremony like this, it makes the ceremony and its basis of lesser value.

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The prescribed words form a foundation for the declarations that are required for a marriage. Without them the wedding ceremony can be as
meaningless as a couple or officiant chooses,
If celebrants can devise their own format of agreement there is lesser meaning to this important process.

Allowing wholly personalised wedding ceremonies without any legally-required words would send the message that marriage is an entirely private
matter.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is far more important that a legal wedding ceremony reflects the seriousness of the commitment the parties are making than that it is personalised to
the couple.

As in question 29, the location and format of a wedding can reduce the seriousness of the ceremony.

The possibility of fully-tailored wedding ceremonies will encourage commercialisation.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage should be.a public statement of commitment by the 2 parties; the allowing of an 'open doors' situation ensures it becomes a public statement
of the couple's purpose.

Ensuring that weddings are open to any member of the public, rather than just those invited, is a way of protecting against forced marriage and bigamy,
for example.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Currently it is considered appropriate to have "a system by which weddings can take place in any venue considered “dignified and safe”.
The bizarre locations that have already been used seem to negate this and emphasise that 'fun and being different' is the prime idea.
The start of a marriage is an important consideration in what is meant to be of relevance to the conduct of society.

Please share your views below:

you are starting a list of possibilities which leads to a lower commitment to the long-term stability of a marriage.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-30 16:27:18

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I think the wedding organiser, which could be the couple or someone appointed to make arrangements for them, should be free to choose their own
registrar, whether it be a civil registrar, or in the case of a church wedding, the church's own authorized person, if they have one. At present some couples
choose to have two ceremonies; one in a church and also a legal ceremony in a registry office. This may be the choice at moment, but some people might
consider this to be too cumbersome.

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

This sounds dangerous to me. What if the organisation, religious or otherwise, holds views that are deemed to be politically incorrect?

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If this proposal goes ahead, it could remove the professionalism required to ensure that the ceremony is legal and dignified. It could also result in
"shopping around" to find the best (or cheapest) deal-again reducing the seriousness of the wedding ceremony.

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I have said "Yes". However, "dignity" and "solemnity" need to be defined. Other proposals in this consultation suggest that more thought needs to be
given. For example is "in the air" compatible with "dignity" and "solemnity".

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The basic form of prescribed words has been in existence for decades, if not centuries. I have been to so many weddings in my life that I can almost
remember off by heart the prescribed words. If these are taken away, then again this reduces the seriousness of the ceremony. It is vital that the couple
realize the seriousness of the promises made. Although I have never heard anyone declare that they have no lawful impediment, and it may seem a mere
formality, I still think it is important. It is important, because knowing that they will have to answer this question during the ceremony, if they have any
pre-wedding preparation (which is usually done by churches), then they will have given due consideration to this question, and it might make an
unsuitable couple change their minds before it is too late.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This may reduce the seriousness of the wedding to a "choose your own adventure", which was popular at one time. It would invite the "weird and
wonderful" into the ceremony, thus again reducing the dignity of the ceremony.

Consultation Question 44:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Weddings should be open to public scrutiny. Members of the public can perceive from the body language of the bride and groom, whether they are truly
committed to the event. Is one of them being coerced or even forced into it. Repealing this requirement opens the door (pardon the play on words) to
forced marriages, which still, sadly occur, even in the UK.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The venue should not trivialise the solemn ceremony of marriage. There is a saying that a wedding is an event, but marriage is for life. Sadly, we attended
a wedding that was extremely lavish and expensive, but the marriage did not survive a couple of years. The words "dignified" and "safe" need to be
carefully defined.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Humanists UK

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

The weddings I conduct, in England and wales, are not recognised by law.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

On meeting couples I explain to them that under our current system their Humanist wedding is not recognised by law and they understand that they
must complete their paperwork at a register office for their marriage to be legally recognised.

No

Please expand on your answer:

All of my couples also have a civil marriage ceremony in order to gain recognition legally.

My couples are forced to have a civil marriage because their Humanist wedding is not recognised in law. They choose to have a Humanist wedding
because their values and beliefs are shared by their celebrant. They can have their wedding held in a location that holds deeply personal meaning to
them.

Additionally many couples who would prefer a Humanist wedding are unable to afford to have two ceremonies and so are forced to have the legal one.

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

The fact that Humanist weddings are not legally recognised IS the barrier. My couples cannot have a legal ceremony conducted by someone who shares
their beliefs.
Civil ceremonies cannot express my couples beliefs and are often tick box exercises. Additionally my couples want to marry in a place that holds meaning
to them, their parents garden perhaps.

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

All of my 2020 couples have had to re plan their weddings times two-their civil marriage and their Humanist wedding. It has been very difficult for them to
juggle the two ceremonies with the guidance constantly changing. If Humanist weddings were legal then this would have been considerably easier for
them. At times during the pandemic Humanist wedding ceremonies have not had the same guidance as civil ceremonies adding further distress to
couples.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Registration officers should only be able to officiate civil weddings. They should not be able to officiate Humanist or Religious ceremonies.

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I broadly support this as a move away from our law which places emphasis on buildings in which marriages take place. Humanists have no such
buildings.

I would be concerned with organisations popping up claiming to be belief groups which could lead to anyone purporting to be a belief based celebrant
and having the ability to lead ceremonies anyway so wouldn't want to do away with buildings altogether as a place to marry.



Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This definition is problematic. Simply it should be a reflection of Article 9 in the European convention of human rights which the UK are legally bound to
extend recognition to.
The definition does not clarify that the primary purpose of the belief organisation is to advance that belief system not simply perform legally recognised
marriages. If the definition is flawed then anyone can in theory set up a belief based organisation solely for the purpose of offering legally recognised
marriages.
Hodkin's defition is not robust enough. Any organisation must demonstrate competency, consistency, seriousness and importance.
The term 'secular' is problematic, Humanism and Religion both fall under religion and belief. The use of the term secular is confusing and unnecessary.

Please share your views below:

I think if the definition were revisited then a list wouldn't be necessary as the definition itself would be restrictive enough.

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is an incredibly low bar to set and my concern is that it would be a complete free for all for commercial celebrants to set up a business with no aim at
all to promote their belief system rather just to commercialise marriage.

There needs to be a robust system in place that is rooted in the belief system of any organisation and rooted in law.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Who decides on the definition of morality? This is problematic.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I cannot see the benefit to commercial celebrants. They would be competing with registrars and the market would be focused on profit rather than the
couples beliefs. I don't think commercial celebrants should gain legal recognition for marriages.

Consultation Question 30:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Could the registrar general should have the power to refuse applications, not just the organisation alone. So broadly agree that this would be the right
approach.
As Humanist UK celebrants are DBS checked then that should be a minimum requirement.

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Our Humanist UK colleagues in Northern Ireland and Humanist Society Scotland work under a system that seems to work well and Celebrants are able to
charge reasonable fees that doesn't profit above the expression of their beliefs.

Humanist ceremonies are completely bespoke to each couple and I spend many months, sometimes years getting to know my couples. The ceremony is
just part of the experience. I spend time talking with them over many meetings, getting to know about them as a couple, their family and friends. There
are venue visits and often a rehearsal. We keep in touch beyond their wedding day and may have visited me at my home, it is fair to say we become
friends. Ensuring each couple has a ceremony that is reflective of their deepest beliefs is core to being a Humanist and so the entire experience is highly
personalised.

In contrast a registrar or religious ceremony is scripted, perhaps just swapping out a few lines. And it is very rare to meet your registrar prior to the
ceremony.
I spend at least 50 hours on each ceremony and unlike registrars I don't charge more for a weekend ceremony.

Therefore my ceremonies cost is reflected in the amount of work that goes into crafting them.
Living in the South of England the cost of living is higher so that must be taken into account also.

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I don't think commercial celebrants should gain legal recognition. There would be a conflict of interest.

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Why? There should be a line drawn between religious, civil and Humanist ceremonies and that should be up to the couple, not the state.

Civil ceremonies should be for couples who have no religion or belief.

Humanist UK have been supportive of couples for whom religious references are more cultural rather than religious for example the couple who would
like a specific religious song because it reminds them of their favourite film. It does not detract from their ceremony as being Humanist because it is not
an act of worship. The motives of each couple should be considered, any good officiant will be able to tell if they are suitable for job.

What I find concerning is commercial celebrants who say they offer 'Humanist ceremonies' when they have not undertaken the training and are not
Humanists and switch to performing religious readings at their next ceremony.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Because couples can choose to have their Humanist ceremony at whatever location is most meaningful to them-their parents garden perhaps this law
does need to be repealed.
If the open door requirement were maintained and Humanist ceremonies made legal then this would be a real problem for couples, especially if their
location was made public in advance-literally anyone could turn up and cause distress-theft or worse.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Place plays a huge role in the stories of our lives. The first meet-cute, the first date, the location of your first holiday, the place where your partner 
proposed, the village or town you grew up in. Couples choosing where to marry is crucial to adding a relevance an ambiance, a layer, a feeling to their 
wedding story.



I have a couple who chose to have their wedding ceremony at her best friends family farm, it is where she spent most of her childhood and where she
remembers family events. It holds very special meaning to her especially since there are family members no longer with them. 
Another who chose to marry in their garden, another on the riverbank of his sister's home. Place means something to people and their stories. It is
intrinsically linked to my core Humanist beliefs.

Please share your views below:

If such places hold significant meaning to the couple and it is safe to do so then I don't see why there should be limits.

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Other

Other

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Other.

Not sure that legal responsibility should fall on an officiant.

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes the ceremony should be dignified.

The location of each ceremony would surely determine who is ensuring it is safe?
For example: A private garden-owner
A hotel-owner of the hotel
Venue- Manager
Public spaces, parks for example-local authority, but couple to risk asses for fallen branches etc
Cliffs, beaches, woodland where no obvious owner can be ascertained-guests to be responsible for themselves.

Officiants role would be to risk asses each individual location and to make sensible suggestions where necessary. Visiting venues and having rehearsals
will often flag up any issues before the ceremony but there is no question that legal responsibility should fall on the officiant.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 55:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees



Consultation Question 75:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Absolutely yes.
Couples wanting low cost ceremonies or with minimal fuss should be able to access these easily.
Registration offices MUST make these visible to couples. All to often these ceremonies are hidden from their web pages and take multiple phone calls and
emails for couples to find the information they want and need.
This seems to be driven by profit and gain by the registration services which goes against what government services are for.
Additionally when couples report finally being able to find the information for the statutory ceremony they discover that they can only get a Tuesday
morning slot at an office across the county-so there needs to be more time slots, across the week and available at all council offices.

Consultation Question 78:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:



Please share your views below:

1. The cost of having a civil and a Humanist ceremony is off putting for couples.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

See previous answers.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Huge savings for my couples in money, time and admin if they could have the legally recognised Humanist ceremony that they want. Especially for the
couples who are paying for the registrar to come out to their venue to sign the legal paperwork and myself to lead their ceremony, they could save £100's
and £100's.

Allowing couples to have their Humanist ceremony in a place meaningful to them is essential, freeing couples up from needing to have two ceremonies.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

These proposals will significantly reduce costs for couples who want to have humanist wedding (if they are legally recognised) because they wouldn't
need to have the legal civil ceremony which are very expensive. There's probably a saving of about £500
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Personal response

If other, please state::
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

I do not think a remote interview should be permitted. Surely a marriage is an important event which requires an effort on the part of the parties
involved? Otherwise it cheapens the currency to the point of an on-line transaction!

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:



Both proposals appear to be sensible to me.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

This proposal also appears to me to be a sensible safeguard.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

I believe that such organisations should be specifically excluded.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This proposed duty should go further, by requiring the officiant to ensure that the content and general tone of the legal ceremony itself upholds the
dignity and solemnity of marriage.
What is meant by the words "dignity" and "solemnity"? These need to be defined by the proposals.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Both parties must be physically present at the ceremony, and should be required to say by using a prescribed form of words to make it clear that they
each consent to the lifetime commitment of marriage to each other.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Allowing the parties to choose their own form and ceremony risks trivialising the institution of marriage. It should be clear that the marriage is a public
declaration in which society in general, and the state, have an interest.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I cannot see the harm in letting the 1949 law remain in force.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I believe that the "open doors" requirement should remain in force, as it underlines the public nature of wedding declarations. It also serves as a
continuing protection against forced marriage.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Allowing marriages to take place anywhere the couple chooses might well reduce the seriousness and solemnity of the vows being publicly expressed.



Please share your views below:

I believe that wedding venues must continue to reflect the dignity and seriousness of the commitments being publicly expressed. None of the examples
listed above appear to do so.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is and should remain a matter of public interest and concern.

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There appears to be no guidance on what constitutes a safe and dignified location, or as to how a location would be tested.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There should be stringent safeguards in place to ensure the safety and "dignity" of every location.

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences



Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

No



Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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PRIVATE CITIZEN

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

NO SUCH EXPERIENCES



Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

PEOPLE SHOULD NOT BE ABLE TO GET MARRIED JUST LIKE OR A THE DROP OF A HAT. MARRIAGE IS A SERIOUS AND IMPORTANT MATTER, NOT ONLY FOR
THE PARTICPANTS BUT TO OTHER PEOPLE AS WELL, FOR EXAMPLE FRIENDS, RELATIVES AND NEIGHBOURS.

Consultation Question 5:

No

Please expand on your answer:

NOTICE SHOULD CONTINUE TO BE GIVEN IN THE DISTRICT IN WHICH THE PERSON LIVES AND INTENDS TO GET MARRIED.

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

INTERVIEWS SHOULD TAKE PLACE FACE TO FACE

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

DON'T KNOW

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

DON'T KNOW

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

THE OFFICIANT SHOULD ALSO HAVE A RESPONSIBLITY TO ENSURE THAT THE CONTENT AND TONE OF THE CEREMONY UPHOLDS THE DIGNITY AND
SOLEMNITY OF THE MARRIAGE SERVICE.

THE PROPOSALS MUST DEFINE WHAT IS MEANT BY DIGNITY AND SOLEMNITY IN RELATION TO THE MARRIAGE CERMONY. THIS MATTER CANNOT BE LEFT
JUST TO THE OPINION OF THE PERSONS GETTING MARRIED OR THE OFFICIANT.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

IT CERTAINLY SHOULD NEVER BE POSSIBLE TO GET MARRIED WITHOUT BEING PRESENT AT THE CEREMONY. IN ORDER TO MAINTAIN THE SOLEMNITY
WEDDING CEREMONY IT IS VITAL THAT A PRESCRIBED FORM OF WORDS MUST BE SAID BY HE PARTICIPANTS. IT IS RIDICULUS TO PROPOSE THAT PEOPLE
SHOULD BE ABLE TO JUST USE ANY WORDS THEY CHOOSE FOR SUCH AN IMPORTANT LIFETIME COMMITMENT.

MARRIAGE IS NOT JUST ABOUT THE COUPLE GETTING MARRIED, IT IS FOR SOCIETY AT LARGE AS WELL AND PEOPLE NEED TO DEMONSTRATE TO THE
WIDER SOCIETY THAT THEY ARE GETTING MARRIED AND THAT THE LAW IS BEING FOLLOWED AND UPHELD IN DOING SO.

MARRIAGE IS NOT JUST A PRIVATE MATTER BETWEEN TWO PEOPLE.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A WEDDING IS A PUBLIC DECLARATION OF THE INTENTIONS OF BOTH PARTIES AND SOCIETY AT LARGE AND THE STATE HAVE AN INTEREST IN THE EVENT
AS WELL. YOUR PROPOSAL, IF MADE LAW, WOULD SERVE TO DEMEAN THE WEDDING CEREMONY, AND COULD POTENTIALLY SERIOUSLY DAMAGE THE
SERIOUSNESS AND SOLEMNITY OF THE MARRIAGE CEREMONY.

AFTER ALL, WE DON'T WANT WEDDINGS TO BE ALLOWED AS IF IT WERE "ALICE IN WONDERLAND" GETTING MARRIED IN MACDONALDS, DO WE?

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:



No

Please expand on your answer:

THE OPEN DOORS REQUIRMENT HELPS TO CONVEY THE PUBLIC NATURE OF WEDDINGS.

TO REMOVE THAT REQUIREMENT WOULD CONVEY THE PERCEPTION THAT MARRIAGE IS A PURELY PRIVATE MATTER WITH NO PUBLIC SIGNIFICANCE,
WHICH IT IS NOT. THERE IS A VERY IMPORTANT PUBLIC SIGNICIFICANCE TO EVERY MARRIAGE.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

MARRRIAGE IS A SERIOUS MATTER AND YOUR PROPOSAL COULD WELL LEAD TO CEREMONIES BEING HELD IN COMPLETELY UNSUITABLE PLACES WHICH
WOULD SERVE TO DAMAGE THE DIGINTY AND SOLEMNITY OF THE CEREMONY.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

THERE SEEMS TO BE A LACK OF CLARITY IN YOUR PROPOSAL AS TO HOW THE OFFICIANTS OR ANYONE COULD TEST THE VENUE FOR SAFTETY OR
DIGNITY.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

YES, YOU CERTAINLY MUST PROPOSE STRINGENT SAFGUARDS FOR SUCH MATTER.

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals



Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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Personal response
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What is your email address?

Email:
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If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The conduct of the officiant should be dignified and solemn which is sometimes not the case. Who is to be responsible for making sure that the CONTENT
and TONE of the ceremony itself is dignified and solemn.
Specific guidelines should be in place, The provisional proposal is far too vague.

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The couple become members of the institution of marriage so it is only right that there should be some prescribed words, a bare minimum of what the
couple are promising one another.
It is not simply about the couple themselves, they are joining a public institution with rights and duties. Prescribed words show the dignity and
seriousness of this undertaking
Consnet should be oral so that the witnesses can be certain that it has been given by both parties

Consultation Question 43:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Couples may like religious music and hymns perhaps from their childhood or with strong family association

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Doing so would bind churches to the state

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage with 'open doors' guards against the real possibility of forced marriages and bigamy and again it demonstrates that marriage is a public
institution and society has an interest in it.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Venues for weddings should reflect the dignity of marriage but who is to decide what meets this criteria? The couple themselves? Surely not. Individual
registrars? This would lead to general laxity on what is 'dignified' as registrars would be too frightened to declare that a venue was unsuitable

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The expressions 'safe' and 'dignified' are far too vague.What safeguards will be in place to properly define AND uphold these terms

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Needs to be clear and stringent

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YFMF-Q

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-30 17:12:18

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

none

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I was married in an authorised Church ceremony

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

N/A

Consultation Question 3:



Please share your views below:

Two members of my extended family (a nephew and a niece) were married in registry office weddings with restricted numbers, I was not amongst those
present even though I would have been if restrictions had not prevented me.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Might lesson marriages of convenience or forced marriages, giving the participants chance to change their minds if under compulsion

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

no views

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

I would regard in person interviews as essential in every aspect to enforce the solemnity of the marriage commitment

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

I have no objections

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

no views on this

Consultation Question 13:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

The banns should be published as widely as possible in these days of expansive travel and movement of populations.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

I agree this is essential

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

I agree

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

If a church has no authorised person and a church wedding is proposed then a registration office will be required to make the marriage legal

Consultation Question 21:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No views on this

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

No



Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

no views

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

yes

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is essential to make couples getting married that this is a solemn commitment that they mean to keep, not cast aside when it doesn't suit them
anymore.



Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I do not think that it is right for someone to get married and not be present at the ceremony. It cannot be right to be able to simply sign a marriage
schedule and be married.
There is already a lot of flexibility in a wedding ceremony and the prescribed words can be added to, but it is essential that they are there. It will not be
right for couples to say anything they want or simply nothing at all and this will be a major departure from what has always been considered the
foundation of a legal marriage ceremony. It is not very much to ask couples to use some specific phrases in the ceremony to show that they are
consenting freely to a lifetime commitment to each other.
A wedding is not just about the couple themselves, they are entering into a union which society as a whole know about and is legally defined, so everyone
has an interest in the making of a public declaration. it is wrong for any marriage to be separated from the law.
The thought that a couple can completely personalise the ceremony comes from a wrong view of marriage completely and it would become like a
personal hobby.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is my opinion that entering into marriage should be thought of in a serious way and there should be some solemnity in the ceremony and should not
be changed and trivialised just because certain couples simply want it that way.
The idea that couples should be able to choose every aspect of the ceremony comes from a wrong view of what marriage is about.
Some unofficial weddings have included themes such from Fairy tales, Bond and Lord of the Rings themes etc. and these do not reflect how seriously
should be taken.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

To have "open doors" ceremonies will convey the public nature of wedding declarations and as this was introduced hundreds of years to protect against
forced marriages there is no reason why it should be dispensed with, in fact it is just as essential tody as it was when it was introduced.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is my view that because of the serious nature of a marriage ceremony venues for the wedding should not just take place anywhere the couple want it,
but in designated places that emphasis the solemnity of the vows they will be making.
There is some value in having a wider variety of venues though, because, for example, churches that do not own their own building but hire leisure
centres, but this should not legitimise inappropriate venues.

Please share your views below:

I would consider venues such as hot air balloons, on or under waterways, caves, fast food venues and the like to be most inappropriate, as the "safe and
dignified test" would be hard to meet. But outdoors, say, in a marquee in a large garden or at a stately home would be , and has been done numerous
times over the years. A private home, as long as it is large enough and can comply with all the necessary regulations could be acceptable and be "open to
all" to view.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Weddings should be open for all to view, even if one is not specifically invited.

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

No

No

Please expand on your answer:

In would be inappropriate for a humanist, satanist, same sex or similar wedding to be forced on a religious organisation as they would appear to be
condoning views they strongly oppose.

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But there needs to be clarity on how venues would be tested for "dignity" and "safety", at the moment it appears to be sadly lacking.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The General Register Office needs to clearly define matters regarding dignity and safety of a venue and stringent safeguards need to be imposed.

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

The officiant should be responsible for this using the guidance set out by the General Register Office. Complaints on the appropriateness of the venue
and it's safety should go to the General Register Office.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not sure about this one, how does one sign electronically?

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not sure about this one. there needs to be an official wedding ceremony even if it is just the couple, the officiant and some witnesses.

No



Please expand on your answer:

cohabiting is not a marriage ceremony with vows being taken. If a couple are that serious about living together, for life, then it should be qualified by a
simple marriage ceremony

Consultation Question 60:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

no views on this one

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Special consideration should be given to couples where one of the couple is terminally ill in hospital or is long term housebound, but not if in prison.

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The officiant would need to go to them for the interview.

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There needs to be a ceremony where all the parties are physically present.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

No



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

There is no need for this, I can see where a couple could plan a cruise wedding with all the parties part of the cruise, but feel that there is no need to
extend it to other vessels in this day and age. The couple should wait and find an appropriate shore venue.

Consultation Question 71:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

I would feel that there would be a requirement for some couples to want a religious ceremony on board a cruise liner, even if they need to bring the
officiant along with them on the cruise

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

The fees should include this, the cost of the travel should not be that great and the couple should not be penalised because of their circumstances.

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(2) there should be no fee.

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

The current laws on benefits dose not encourage couples to marry and actually encourages them to simply cohabit. I am uncertain as to whether the
current laws on marriage prevent or encourage marriage other than in the fee and having to fill in forms and wait a short time.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I have no views on this other than those already given elsewhere.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I have no views on this other than those already given elsewhere.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

None

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

I have no views on this other than those already given elsewhere.



Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

None

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

None

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No views

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

None

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

None

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

None
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::
UK

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Some churches do not have persons authorised to take weddings. My wife and I married in a non-conformist chapel in such a position. The chapel was
where her family had been members for decades. To have a registrar come and sit in was very helpful thus enabling the ceremony, of the wedding of
their only daughter, to take place in a setting that was very meaningful for them and us. This proposal would prevent this arrangement taking place.

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Clerks in Holy Orders are carefully selected and undergo supervised training of up to three years. They often give marriage preparation courses. They
would be very 'safe' people to recognise as officiants.

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

The definition of 'contrary to public policy or morality' is very imprecise and subject to constant change. Popular culture is increasingly at odds with much
religious teaching by Jews, Christians and Muslims, so this proposal could lead to depriving such communities of their religious freedom to teach or or
further their entirely legal views. Such a proposal should focus on objective legally enacted criteria.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This proposal would lead to the commercialisation of officiating at weddings, with such officiants competing on price and on what they are prepared to
sanction in the ceremony. The present requirement for appropriately trained registrars or religious representatives ensures that officiants place a high
value on the public place and seriousness of marriage.
Would the Law Commission propose 'independent officiants' to conduct legal hearings for infringements of the law?

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Please see my objection to these officiants in answer to question 29

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 33:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Please see my answer to Question 29 objecting to the proposal for the very reason that this proposal here identifies, the issue of commercialisation of the
wedding ceremony and fees.

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This applies currently to all officiants who are currently authorised. The question is redundant, like asking "Should Judges uphold the law?"

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a very significant foundation for society in which a man and a woman pledge lifelong sexual exclusiveness with each other and responsibility 
for any children conceived. This is the framework for bringing up children and giving them identity and stability. The vows they make are precise and have 
been tested over centuries. Without them a ceremony would be as significant as saying " we will be nice to each other as long as it suits us." Because 
marriage is a public matter, it is important that the same promises are made by all who marry so that we all know the relationships that are assumed to 
exist between married couples. Would the Law Commission propose that people can affirm their truthfulness in court with any form of words they



choose, or affirm their membership of Parliament with 'do-it-yourself' wording?

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This opens the door to "D-I-Y" ceremonies which could be very confusing. Each religious and faith tradition has its own approach to solemnising weddings
in the sight of God. The door would be opened to a 'confusion' of beliefs and 'theologies'. It would be the equivalent of telling the Christmas story to
include Mohammed's journey to Mecca or the Easter narrative to include the Mahabharata from Hindu tradition. Many people attend a religious
ceremony who are not members of the faith tradition in which it is being celebrated. But at least it should be internally consistent with the beliefs of the
main religious tradition in which it is being held so as to communicate faithfully the beliefs of that tradition. Would the Law Commission want to ask for
Easter to be celebrated in a mosque or Christmas in a synagogue. This is the implication of such a proposal.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A wedding/marriage is a public event. It is required to be officially recorded and taken by an authorised public official. This proposal is self-contradictory
turning this public event into a private affair, of no more public significance than a family Christmas dinner. 'Open doors' also is a protection against
forced marriages, under-age marriages, and bigamy. Would the Law Commission propose that jury trials be held in secret?

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This has some advantages as some religious communities do not have their own buildings but need to use schools or community centres to meet.

But there are significant disadvantages. The consultation states that venues need to be dignified and safe. These definitions are very subjective, and have
no declared criteria or means of assessment. This would open the door to settings being chosen which are unsuitable for the seriousness of the
proceedings. Would the Law Commission wish to see jury courts held in a bowling alley , or Parliament meet in a Sports Arena?

The proposal needs to be redefined to say that the a wedding to be conducted by a religious official may be conducted in a school hall or community
centre with the agreement of those responsible for the facility.

Please share your views below:

None of the above. Not in a private home as they are official functions. Would the Law Commission recommend holding a Public Enquiry in a private
home or in the air or on an inland lake? The suggestion shows the absurdity of the notion.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:



See my answer to Question 47

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Not Answered

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There should be no confusion between

a) A civil wedding
b) A religious wedding
c) A non-religious belief wedding

Locations and venues are symbolic and speak of their role and function. Would the Law Commission think it suitable for a civil wedding to take place in
Westminster Abbey? People are wanting to have their cake and eat it: to enjoy the beautiful surroundings without accepting the role and message that
those surroundings convey, the presence and worship of Almighty God.

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YFPJ-X

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-30 17:33:14

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Because, even though committed Christians, we were not married in a church. To solve the legal problem we had a very simple ceremony in the local
registry office prior to the wedding. It was not a problem.

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I do not think this necessary in our very mobile society where individuals may well not be living in the same area, and puts barriers to getting married.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There is a need for legal safeguards to the above clauses.

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

There need to be legally recognised records as safeguarding against abuse of the system.

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is, and historically has always been, a solemn and binding commitment for life and therefore the ceremony should reflect this. The officiant
should therefore ensure it remains so.

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

1a. Unless there is some physical disability, it would be more appropriate to a legally binding agreement to have a verbal/oral consent.
1b Having this within the ceremony itself would be a stronger safeguard, would give more freedom for the public to express their views - if needed.

Re 2. 'the way(s) each party expresses consent '
3. 'if the ceremony did not contain an expression of consent'
4. ' whether during the ceremony or when signing the declaration in the schedule (or marriage document)'.

Re all of these comments - there is a need for verbal statement of free consent within the ceremony itself. Marriage is a public declaration, legally defined,
of a couple's lifelong commitment and this needs to be clearly stated at that time.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

While there should be wide freedom of form allowed for a wedding, the above statement is too broad. there needs to be some general safeguard of the
seriousness of the event and the commitment being made by the couple. This is a public declaration in the context of the state and society, not simply a
private affair.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

In certain circumstances (where difficult to have a registrar present) it is the easiest way to render a marriage legal) - my own experience.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

While this could cause problems of unwanted visitors, it is also a needed safeguard against forced marriage - even today.

Chapter 7: Location



Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

While great freedom should allowed reference venue, it should be appropriate to, and reflect the solemnity of the ceremony and the seriousness of the
couple's commitment. Therefore a carte blanche 'anywhere' is too vague.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Whoever is responsible for deciding this, there needs to be more clarity on the definition of 'safe' and 'dignified'.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YFKA-G

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-30 17:36:00

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

We live in an increasingly mobile society and people often wish to marry at a location other than where they normally live, e.g. in or near to the place
where they met or where they happened to be when they made the decision to marry.

Consultation Question 5:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Having given notice online, there should be no need to attend a separate in-person interview at a later date.

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please see my answer to the previous question.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Yes, it should be possible for interviews to take place remotely, in the future, with the possibility of an in-person interview being required where concerns
arise about sham or forced marriages or the capacity of either party to consent.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Yes, it should continue to be possible for notice to be given outside England and Wales where one of the couple who is resident in Scotland, or in a
specified Commonwealth country or territory, or on a naval ship at sea, and both are relevant nationals or exempt from immigration control.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, but a Humanist Celebrant should be able to conduct the legally recognised marriage ceremony, without the need for a separate registrar's
involvement.

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Again, with the proviso that the couple are allowed to nominate a substitute Humanist Celebrant.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

No



Please expand on your answer:

A largely irrelevant question as the number of Anglican weddings in England AND Wales is decreasing.

Consultation Question 14:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I have no interest in this question.

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

I have no interest in this question.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

I have no interest in this question.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

I have no interest in this question.

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Humanist preliminaries should be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by Humanist Celebrants.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

And that a fully-accredited Humanist Celebrant/Officiant would be that one registration officer.

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Subject to my response to Consultation Question 23 being fully enacted.

Consultation Question 23:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

It is high time that Government enables non-religious belief organisations to officiate at weddings.

But so far as the actual celebration of the marriage, the state’s concern should be limited to ensuring that the ceremony be recognised by both parties as
binding.

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Bearing in mind that Humanism's belief system not only claims its ability to explain humanity’s nature and relationship to the universe, but that
Humanism's explanation is constantly being proved to be correct.

Please share your views below:

Yes, organisations established for purely commercial purposes should NOT amount to a non-religious belief organisation for the purpose of officiating at
weddings.

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Yes, the law should expressly exclude religious organisations and (if enabled by Government to officiate at weddings) non-religious belief organisations
from nominating officiants if the organisation promotes purposes that are unlawful or contrary to public policy or morality.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Yes, religious organisations and (if enabled by Government to officiate at weddings) non-religious belief organisations should be able to nominate
officiants by office, in addition to nominating named individuals.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Such independent officiants who are motivated only by commercial purposes should NOT be able to apply to the General Register Office to be authorised
and included on the public list of officiants.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

And should be subject to regular Peer Review to be able to retain their accreditation.

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Subject to the following: Such independent officiants who are motivated only by commercial purposes should NOT be able to apply to the General
Register Office to be authorised and included on the public list of officiants.



Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Such independent officiants who are motivated only by commercial purposes and elevating the making of profits above the expression of their beliefs
should NOT be able to apply to the General Register Office to be authorised and included on the public list of officiants.

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Such a person would be acting hypocritically.

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

To a limited degree, in that traditional rituals (within the law and public decency) can be incorporated into how weddings should be conducted.

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But the organisation that nominated them should not be one motivated only by commercial purposes and elevating the making of profits above the
expression of their beliefs system.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony



Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I have no interest in this Question.

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Only if both parties agree on the inclusion of religious content.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

outdoors,, on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

In consultation with the couple who are getting married.

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

It would be quite difficult to operate a pre-approval process available for locations that frequently host weddings, that operates alongside the general rule
that the officiant must agree to the location.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But no such additional fee should be charged where the person is housebound because of an illness or debilitating health condition.

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But no such additional fee should be charged where the person is housebound because of an illness or debilitating health condition.

Consultation Question 83:

(2) there should be no fee.

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

There should be no necessity and costs of a having a separate, legally recognised wedding.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

The main potential benefit to couples would be the consequent savings resulting from eliminating the necessity of a separate, legally recognised wedding.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

If Humanist Wedding Ceremonies were given full legal status, there would be no need for the additional costs of having a Registrar attend as well. The
couples are the people who stand to benefit and their interests should be paramount.



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YFPX-C

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-30 17:36:05

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

 Ceremonies (Independent Celebrant)

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Many of my clients used me as a Celebrant because they wanted to be married outside. This involved them in more expense as they had to be legally
registered by the Registrar before or after this ceremony took place.

Legal weddings were also not permitted in places other than those with a license for the building. A legal Wedding should not HAVE to be a very
expensive affair - wedding venues have been allowed to charge whatever they want to provide an 'in-house' celebration. Weddings should not be all
about money and what people can afford should be taken into account.



Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

As a Celebrant all my 2020 weddings were cancelled as all my couples wanted to have a celebration with the family involved.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The life we live has moved on. People are mobile, often working all over the world. In this digital age why should you be in one place for a number of days
to prove that you want to get married?

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Allows for a bit of 'breathing' time.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Interviews should be possible remotely.

If any concerns are raised a secondary level of interview in person would be the way to go.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Notice outside England and Wales should be allowed in certain instances stated above.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Several of my wedding couples have expressed mild anxiety if, on the day, I was unable to carry out the Ceremony as planned, what would happen?

It would be very useful and reassuring that after all the best laid plans and expense they would have a 'reserve' in place.



Please share your views below:

Yes, they should.

Most of the work planning the Wedding Ceremony is done well in advance and agreed with the couple.

Another experienced Celebrant/Officiant could easily step in and carry out the Ceremony for the couple without too much hardship or anxiety for the
couple. They just want to get married on that day.

It would be usual for the couple to have copies of the Celebrant written ceremony beforehand anyway, so they would have the available for briefing a
substitute.

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

We should work towards eliminating the limitations currently in place for couples wishing to marry where they want to, when they want to, and do it for a
reasonable price, not being held hostage to expensive venues with expensive licenses.

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 47:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

No

Please expand on your answer:

Everyone should have the same choices of any place.

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(2) there should be no fee.

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Current Wedding provision prohibits many couples from getting married on the basis of how much it all costs.

Your provisional proposals would enable a much wider variation of 'weddings' improving the prospect of organising a wedding suitable for purpose for a
great many couples. The variety could be endless, providing work and spreading the benefits across a much wider field within the hospitality industry.

This would be very beneficial at the moment and into the future.

Couples would feel much more engaged in the marriage activities, making it less a legal paper exercise and more of an expression of their love,
relationship and embarking on a future together.

Consultation Question 86:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

See above.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

As a Celebrant I have often lost wedding bookings because the Registration Service could not fit in a couple and Two witnesses Service on the dates the
couple want.

It seems at some Local Authorities, these slots are quite restricted - there is no flexibility as couples often want to have the 'official' part done first, before
they have a Ceremony in a venue of their choice.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Business opportunities for Celebrants and similar would go through the roof and they would potentially be able to officiate, legally, at a whole new range
of wedding ceremonies.

Similarly this would benefit many small and large companies that cater for smaller, more personal wedding functions, and much larger ones, providing
venue, food, entertainment at so many more venues - particularly if the proposals do lead to a greater number of weddings.

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YFPK-Y

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-30 17:55:20

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::
Alaska

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Also in churches to which either of the couple belong

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:



Yes on both counts

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Yes, a useful safeguard

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Yes, it would be unfair to allow this in C of E churches but not in other denominations



Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The words 'dignity' and 'solemnity' may require some further clarification, as they may be interpreted very differently by those wanting to undermine
traditional marriage; and the 'dignity' and 'solemnity' of the ceremony itself should also be upheld

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There needs to be a clearer statement of what "consent to be married" means: there needs to an irreducible minimum of 'prescribed words' (eg.
expressing that marriage is a lifetime commitment of two people to one another, recognised as such in law) to which additional 'personalised wording'
could then be added

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is too all embracing and allows the couple too much leeway: a wedding is a public declaration in which society and the state have an interest and
should be involved to the extend of having a minimum of 'prescribed wording' making clear what marriage involves

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A secular wedding ceremony, subsequently ratified by the couple also making some form of religious commitment, seems perfectly reasonable

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The 'open doors' principle emphasises that a wedding ceremony is a public declaration, and may also guard against forced marriages

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Much too vague: there are locations which would be incompatible with the 'dignity' and 'solemnity' of the occasion. More prescriptive definition needed of
suitable premises.

outdoors,, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

... but clear guidelines need to be available for officiants to avoid the decision on the suitability of a venue being purely subjective

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Approved venues could be registered centrally in the same way as approved celebrants

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences



Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

The couple must attend together, officiant and witnesses may attend remotely

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Why should it be different from a civil wedding venue on land, where the officiant's name would be specified?

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(1) the same fee as other cases in which the registration officer must travel to the person giving notice, set nationally on a cost-recovery basis; or

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YF5J-3

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-30 18:05:55

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

By

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

In person interview should be required by both persons

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Providing that substitute is professionally qualified and officially recognised

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Clergy in all churches must have the power to check documentary evidence so that a valid marriage may take place

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes both of the couple should be required to attend and make separate declarations

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Two would be better. One to do the paperwork and a second person as a back up.

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes in response to Option 1

Consultation Question 24:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Don't know.

Please share your views below:

If it is a non religious service a recognised registrar should officiate

Consultation Question 25:

Other

Please expand on your answer:



In all cases an official registrar or authorised person must officiate

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

All weddings must be officiated by a recognised, authorised person to avoid any abuse of the sacrament of marriage.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Religious organisations should be able to propose someone to be an Authorised Person providing that person is approved by a recognised Government
body.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As in my response to question 27

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

They should proposed, nominated and thoroughly vetted.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Most definitely, very important.

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There should be a standard, recognised charge for officiating at a wedding.

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As above there must be a limit set.

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Absolutely necessary so as to maintain the dignity and true meaning of a marriage.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As an Authorised Person myself this is most important as it is a very responsible task and should be treated as such.

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Parts of the above would totally undermine the solemnity of marriage.

There should be a uniform exchange of views for everyone whether in a religious ceremony of a civil one.
It is very important that a marriage is seen as a serious matter and any change or belittling of it would be wrong.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Themed ' wedding ' ceremonies would make an absolute mockery of a serious occasion and one would doubt the sincerity of a couple.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It is very important that the Anglican, Jewish and Quaker faiths are allowed to impose their own high requirements.

Consultation Question 45:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is important that a wedding takes place with open doors to avoid any wedding being illegal.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

We cannot stress enough the dignity of seriousness of marriage regardless of whether a couple have religious beliefs or none.

outdoors,, on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

We are against weddings taking place in any of the above locations. The relaxing of laws regarding marriage could lead to even further abuse and
potential false and arranged weddings.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

All weddings should be open and public not done in secret.

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Providing that officiant is recognised by the G R O

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It allows the Authorised Person to ascertain whether the wedding can go ahead and gives the opportunity to check all the details and update any changes
from the original marriage application.

Please share your views below:

Where possible the Authorised Person could meet the couple at their wedding rehearsal and go through all the details.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Providing there is a handwritten marriage certificate in place.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

All of the above should be retained. Once again we cannot stress enough the importance of maintaining all parts of a legal marriage.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Don't know

No

Please expand on your answer:

A couple must be legally married and have the necessary documentation to prove it. Cohabiting is not enough.

Consultation Question 60:

No

Please expand on your answer:



A couple should have agreed at the time of marriage that they were consenting.

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There should not be any relaxation in the current laws.

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

All weddings should only be allowed to place in an officially recognised location except in extreme places where someone is terminally ill in hospital.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Once again weddings should only be allowed to take place in an officially recognised establishment.

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:



Please share your views below:

Totally disagree. Answer as in question 69.

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Should not take place at all.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

A marriage officiant must be someone recognised by the G R O

Other

Please expand on your answer:

They should be boys anyway.

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Don't know

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(1) the same fee as other cases in which the registration officer must travel to the person giving notice, set nationally on a cost-recovery basis; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

We feel that there should be no relaxation of laws regarding marriage.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Couples should only be married in a church or officially recognised establishment so as to maintain the dignity and seriousness of a marriage. It would be
totally inappropriate to be married anywhere else.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

While we realise it might be difficult to have sufficient Authorised Persons to register weddings there must not be any relaxation of the law.

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YFPB-P

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-30 18:13:42

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

I am involved in the governance of a school, but am responding here as an individual

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

no requirement for confidentiality

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:



Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The residence requirement fulfils a useful role in protection against forced or casual marriage of convenience. There is no need for any change.

Consultation Question 5:

No

Please expand on your answer:

similar arguments apply

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

I am not certain about the current situation, but suggest that a statutory time of reflection, which has been an element of marriage in Britain for
centuries, is a good thing and should not be dismissed

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Better to insist to an in-person interview. Otherwise the pressure is on the Registrar to make an exception if he or she has concerns. That can lead to a
difficult situation. Better to protect registrars. Legitimate couples will not object.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Online may well be a valid step, but this should not replace other or existing forms of notice

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

seems reasonable but I am not clear about the current situation.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Other



Please expand on your answer:

A potentially very difficult area - maybe only church authorities are qualified to answer

Consultation Question 14:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Perhaps less relevant now than in the aftermath of WW2. Again, this would seem to be best left with church authorities

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Banns, are I believe, currently required in both parishes. This should be retained, again as part of the public nature of marriage. It is also a matter of
equality of the couple.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Definitely. Presumably this power currently exists

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes. Presumably this requirement already exists

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

For those who wish to have a religious ceremony, the preliminaries should be of a religious nature. These will not be the same as civil preliminaries, but
the two sets should be compatible, as I believe the are now.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Presumably this reflects current legislation, so I'd anticipate no change is required

Consultation Question 20:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not sure - probably this is correct. Another one for deferment to church authorities

Consultation Question 21:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not sure what currently appertains. I can see the value of one officer to officiate and another to observe

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Presumably no change from the current situation

Consultation Question 23:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Very difficult indeed. In principle "yes", but in practice there must be wariness about various cultural practices which may or may not conflict with UK law.
Currently a registrar must be present, and I suspect that should continue.

Consultation Question 24:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

see above. On balance, the current arrangements work. Longer term, there may be case for gradual change.

Please share your views below:

This may help. It would define marriage practices which were in accordance with UK law. Non-religious belief systems do not in my view qualify, since civil
weddings, being secular in nature, provide for non-religious belief systems.

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The problem arises with definition. 20 is far too little - to retain the proper public nature of marriage, the organisation should have governance and
statutes, and have some national presence. Otherwise there is little to prevent facetious organisations growing up to get around the rules.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Of course. But it is very dangerous to talk about "public morality", which has little definition. Stick to "unlawful".

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

It would seem to be safer to nominate only by office

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This would be part of ensuring proper practice

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This would undermine, and is incompatible, with the rest of the proposals concerning nominations

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

provided a legal framework is in place, to ensure on-going adherence to UK law

Consultation Question 31:

No



Please expand on your answer:

I do not support existence of independent officiants in the firsts place, for reasons given above

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

see above. Independent officiants not supported.

Consultation Question 35:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Absolutely not. This is far too vague and open. There must be proper guidelines in place to support officiants, and protect them from coming under
pressure.

Consultation Question 36:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Churches would have their own guidance of course, compatible with general guidance. Care would be needed here to be specific, about what is described
as the "dignity" of marriage. Actually such dignity follows naturally if one sees marriage as a lifetime commitment, publicly made.

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Presumably General Register Office would not have authority over religious bodies

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Item 4 is tautologous. All depends on how you define marriage, and it is not defined here. These are casual, damaging propositions. Religious bodies
should be seen as being in equal partnership with the General Register Office, and should not have to seek approval from a state body. There should be
deep respect paid to forms of words from the past, and certain requirements for forms of vows - including no impediment - placed in statute. These
proposals are utterly undermining of marriage, and it is hard to conceive why the Law Commission is advocating them.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a public event and a public institution. To outsource it to the whim of individuals is reckless and a dereliction of the Commission's duties to
civil society.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Why on earth is this here? Many, including the Prince of Wales, have benefitted from the provision. This proposal is state bullying of the worst kind.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No. No. No. Marriage is a public institution., not a private one.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Another most damaging and reckless idea. The proposal would appear to be designed utterly to trivialise marriage. Why on earth is the Law Commission
doing this?

Please share your views below:

The law should limit venues - of course it should. It does so now. Why change - and play fast and loose with important societal traditions?

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:



As before. Marriage is a public institution.

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

No

Please expand on your answer:

These are matters for churches, not for a legal framework.

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Far too narrow, and puts too much pressure on the individual officiant. The Law Commission has a duty to be thinking of wise, sensible measured
adjustment to weddings, not a wholesale dumbing down.

Consultation Question 52:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not up to individuals - it puts them under too much pressure.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not sure that the parties own knowledge is sufficient protection. It is their, and others', duty to ensure their marriage is legal



No

Please expand on your answer:

These are all important elements of marriage ceremonies and of its legal standing.

Consultation Question 58:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 78:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Marriage is a significant step, and inevitably there are statutes and requirements associated with it. These proposals includes some interesting areas for
gradual change, but significantly undermine marriage's requirements. It is utterly patronising to assume that this will make marriage more popular - if
indeed that is the aim. I suspect the underlying aim is more sinister, the Commission wanting to tear down marriage's traditional requirements, checks
and balances. In doing so, it would allow more casual marriages to take place and would open the door to more forced and sham marriages.

You can't readily provided evidence for something that is hypothetical. Marriage remains something desired on a general basis in society, provided a
framework for stable family life. Few marriages exist in blissful joy at all times - that is the nature of human personality and life. But a society can help, by
allowing a good framework by which marriage is seen as something worthwhile and important, a blessing to all.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

Assuming this is the last question, thank you for making the consultation available. I am very disappointed by the proposals themselves, but the
consulation is detailed and courteously and clearly laid out.



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YFE5-X

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

N/A

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

No. This cannot safeguard vulnerable people from sham or forced marriages remotely
because you cannot observe what possible visual threats are being made to one of the
party.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It opens an invitation for abuse and fraud, etc., and extensive unwanted advertising from commercial companies.

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

No

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Yes - it should be the couple's decision to widen any publicity, if they want to do so.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes, on both counts.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes, quite definitely.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, quite definitely.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Yes - absolutely necessary.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

No

Please expand on your answer:

18 is too young to competently comply with requirement 3

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Proposal is open to abuse on charges.

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

No

Please expand on your answer:



The 'organisation' are already biased and influenced by their decision to nominate the officiant and may also have very limited knowledge of the
officiant's integrity.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a serious commitment and must require the presence of both parties and also requires a public statement that there are no impediments to
the marriage.

The idea of allowing couples to have whatever form of service they want goes against the whole principle down the ages that marriage is a union of two
people within a legal definition known and understood by the public at large and emphasised by the public signing of a declaration to that effect.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Having 'open doors' helps to protect those women who are sometimes forced into 'marriages' which are still going on.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

In today's society this would be an invitation to discard the seriousness of a marriage commitment and some have actually taken place already, viz, an
underwater wedding and one carried out in a dungeon. Goodness knows what lengths some couples might go to
in order to obtain publicity of their event.

Please share your views below:

Absolutely, with the exception of an outdoor wedding within the land of a place of worship

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This would open up the possibility of an avenue for forced marriages. No mention is made of how many witnesses to the wedding would be required to
attend and, in any event, there would be no independent official to prevent such marriages.

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

, but why have no rules been clarified for judging whether the location is 'safe and dignified'?

No

Please expand on your answer:

Guidance from local Register Offices will vary substantially, dependant on the views of the officer(s) involved in the decisions and is an unacceptable
safeguard.

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

This survey requires answers to all the questions that have been raised so far which is correct.

Questions 1 & 2 reverse that procedure which might suggest there was no agreement on the answers considered.

Chapter 8: Registration



Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It would open up the possibility fraudulent registration.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The absence of witnesses or failure to register the marriage could lead to many problems where serious disputes between the 'married' couple arose.

nb*
Nowhere, so far, have I seen any mention of protection for children within the marriage contract. We already have millions of one parent families and
downgrading marriage as an 'Institution' will lead to an increase in those numbers. Were children not taken into account in framing these proposals?

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

No

Please expand on your answer:

..."but should not require the couple to have cohabited for any period after its celebration."
should be limited to extenuating circumstances such as a couple living together where one of them has an accident or severe illness endangering their
life who wish marry.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding



Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Please see answer to previous question.

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Taking responsibility away from the Registrar's licence and replacing it with a civil authority schedule further degrades the marriage ceremony.

Consultation Question 65:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A quite awful proposal. Is it designed to encourage euthanasia? If the terminally ill patient is going to last more than 12 months, does he/she have to
renew the schedule
which would be inhuman?

Consultation Question 66:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Same answer as Q.65

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Another downgrading of 'Marriage'. 'Remotely' anything should not even be considered.

No

Please expand on your answer:

See previous answer.

No

Please expand on your answer:

Who is deciding the patient is at risk of death? A doctor or the hospital/nursing home
should be able to confirm the patient's condition with a simple one-line question.

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Entirely inappropriate unless there are exceptional circumstances.

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:



See previous answer.

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Who is going to officiate? This may not go down well with many vessel owners.

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Is that because there may be no officiant on board?

Consultation Question 72:

No

Please expand on your answer:

What evidence is there for assuming members of a crew or deck officers have enough knowledge and experience to be authorised to conduct a marriage
service?

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

I doubt it!

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(2) there should be no fee.

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

1. No

2. No

I repeat my point that no consideration has been given to the welfare or the changes to the law being proposed in this survey in respect of children.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YFKH-Q

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-30 18:18:36

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

No

Please expand on your answer:

My concerns are that the person giving notice via the above methods maybe not the same person who attends the interview at a later date.

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

I feel that the interviews should be face to face, not remotely conducted.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

I feel that the status quo should remain as it now.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Although I agree to this I also feel that the status quo should also be retained.

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

No, I think that the first named should officiate unless he is unable to because of those reasons given in question 12.

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:



Please share your views below:

Yes I think this should remain in place.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes I think this should be retained, thereby any questions either person may have can be answered.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes this should be done before a licence is granted

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:



Yes I think they should be excluded

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

They should be able to nominate officiants by office only.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I think there should be a limit set on the maximum fee they can charge for officiating at a wedding.

Consultation Question 34:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I feel this should be dealt with by the General Register's Office to prevent the "Old Boys Act" coming into play.

Consultation Question 38:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I think that their registration should have a time limit, say 5 years, after which they could reapply for registration if no wrongdoing has occurred.

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It should not be possible for someone to get married without being present, merely signing a declaration in the schedule is inadequate. The vows they
undertake should be given orally, the wedding is not just about the couple, it is entering into a union which has been universally understood by society
and has been legally defined, so the law and society have an interest in the making of a public declaration. It is not much to ask therefore that specific
words given are used to show that both persons consent to the lifetime commitment to each other that they are entering into. After all the prescribed
words used are minimal.
The risks undermining the solemnity of the existing wedding ceremony and denying the seriousness of the commitment being made is the wrong view of
marriage leading to it becoming a private matter, rather like a personal hobby.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A wedding ceremony should be a serious occasion carried out with due solemnity, a public declaration, of the couple's commitment to one another, and
should be a public declaration in which society and the state have an interest.
The idea that the couple could choose everything about their wedding ceremony makes it very doubtful of their commitment to the seriousness of the
occasion.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Keep to the status quo

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:



The option should remain for those that wish to observe it.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The open doors requirement helps to convey the public nature of the wedding declarations, rather than it being a private occasion. It also acts as a
protection against a forced marriage which is still prevalent today.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I feel because of the seriousness and solemnity of the occasion venues should be appropriate places to hold such a significant ceremony, not somewhere
chosen by the marrying couple. Caution should be observed not to legitimise inappropriate settings.

Please share your views below:

It would be incompatible with the solemnity of the marriage ceremony to hold it anywhere that is not appropriate and does not facilitate for an open
doors requirement

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If this is activated it could open the doors to arranged and bogus marriages.

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It should be up to the General Register Office to decide if the location should be approved

Consultation Question 52:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There is a lack of clarity in how venues would be tested for safety and dignity, the terms are not defined and stringent therefore safeguards should be
proposed

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Due to the lack of clarity on this matter safeguards should be introduced to ensure the correct assessments are made with a view to complying with the
open doors regime

Consultation Question 53:

No



Please expand on your answer:

If the location has been accepted as suitable previously on multiple occasions I see no point in having the officiant agreeing before the ceremony can take
place.

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Provided the couple still have the option to opt out of this at the time of their marriage.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I feel that the above items are a crucial part of the marriage ceremony and should if occurring render the marriage void.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The requirement for the couple to cohabitate should be retained

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

I have no objections to this for persons who have terminal illness or are housebound but for those in hospital or prison consideration should be given to
the amount of time they will in those establishments, and whether they will be able to consummate the marriage afterwards. Every case should be taken
on its merits.

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I only agree with item 1.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

I feel that if weddings have to take place on board ships then it should be restricted to ships belonging to the British Royal Navy, and be restricted to
service personnel on active service.

Consultation Question 71:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A time limit should be set

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I feel that the fee is set nationally rather than locally to avoid every local authority charging a different fee, thereby avoiding couples moving from area to
area to get the cheapest fee.

Consultation Question 80:

No

Please expand on your answer:

He is still being paid his wage, but should be able to claim his travel expenses.

Consultation Question 81:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(2) there should be no fee.

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

I don't think number 1 discourages people getting married and I don't think number 2 will cause any increase in this, unless it is a sham or forced
marriage because of the relaxation of some provisional proposals.
Another aspect because of the costs of the marriage it is cheaper to live as just a couple with no ties.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

The total cost of getting married is more often than not well in excess of the income of a working class couple, or what they can afford when starting life
together

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

You still have the possible reception and divorce, if the marriage does not work out, costs which puts a lot of people off getting married

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

see comment question 86

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Item 1 would be a retrograde step and there would be no benefits if the costs were to high for the couples getting married unless the costs were kept
reasonable in which case many venues would not find it financially viable.

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

N/A

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

N/A

Consultation Question 89:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I think it would be down to costs and the ease of being married without too many enquiry's

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

See answer above

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

They must be kept as low as possible to achieve what you are setting out to do in this matter
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not in a marriage.

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not applicable.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

As above.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

As above.

Consultation Question 2:



Please share your views below:

None.

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

None.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is a notice of intent that shows commitment and that marriage should not be lightly entered into.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Sensible

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

One month.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

In person given there is no one way of assessing the issue of capacity or consent but in person would allow for a more nuanced view to be taken.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Yes it should still be given:

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes



Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please share your views below:

No

Consultation Question 13:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Absolutely needs to be a requirement

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Absolutely

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:

Is more inclusive

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes



Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Consultation Question 22:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not equality focused

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Wedding is religious

Please share your views below:

No

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Is religious

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No

Consultation Question 30:



No

Please expand on your answer:

No

Consultation Question 31:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Ridiculous

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Consultation Question 39:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Consultation Question 40:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Need updated training

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Impediment is essential to be legally disclosed

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Consultation Question 44:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Surely one group will want their own forms not to be used by others

Consultation Question 45:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please share your views below:

If want faith wedding then have one!

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Roman Catholics?!

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No



Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Faith centers are important

outdoors,, on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

No

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Make your mind up and respect views of venue worshippers

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please share your views below:

See above

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes if error made

Consultation Question 55:

No

Please expand on your answer:

English is accepted language of UK

Consultation Question 56:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Effort needs to be personally made

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

No

Please expand on your answer:

Need these safeguards

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Consultation Question 59:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Forced marriage? Scams?

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not married!

Consultation Question 60:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Yes

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Yes in exceptions

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No

No

Please expand on your answer:

No

No

Please expand on your answer:

No

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No

Consultation Question 69:

No



Please expand on your answer:

No

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

As is now

Consultation Question 71:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Non religious only

Consultation Question 74:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Time limited or voided

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Consultation Question 77:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

As above

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Course will prevent marriage as too easy!

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



No views

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No views

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

No views

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

See above

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Already answered

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Already answered

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Already answered

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Already answered

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Already answered

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Already answered

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

Already answered
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:



Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

three days;

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Agree

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Agree

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Agree

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Should not be limited in any location

Consultation Question 49:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Yachts
Catamaran

Consultation Question 71:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(1) the same fee as other cases in which the registration officer must travel to the person giving notice, set nationally on a cost-recovery basis; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Disruption and upset
The inability to marry in a church with a civil celebrant officiating

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Some churches use civil registration officers in their wedding ceremonies

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

“Contrary to public policy or morality” is too subjective an assessment. It would risk those with unpopular but entirely legal views being excluded from
nominating officiants.
The test should focus on objective criteria.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Currently, wedding officiants are either highly trained registrars or religious representatives who are likely to have strongly-held beliefs on marriage.
Allowing independent officiants would open the door to those who may not place such a high value on marriage

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Officiants should have a wider responsibility to ensure that the content and tone of the legal ceremony upholds the dignity and solemnity of marriage

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This risks undermining the solemnity of the wedding ceremony and denying the seriousness of the commitment being made.
Allowing wholly personalised wedding ceremonies without any legally-required words would send the message that marriage is an entirely private
matter. However in a wedding ceremony. the couple enter into a union which is understood by society and has been legally defined.
Without prescribed words the wedding ceremony can be as meaningless as a couple or officiant chooses, and becoming legally married could become
nothing more than receiving a 'legal' certificate from the government.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is more important that a legal wedding ceremony reflects the seriousness of the commitment the parties are making than that it is personalised to the
couple. Society and the law have an interest in the making of a public declaration. The logic of a wholly self-defined marriage ceremony is for marriage to
be decoupled from the law and wider society. Within a structured framework there is always scope for personalIsation. It is hard to envisage a genuine
wedding in which the prescribed words could not be included at some stage.
The idea that a couple should be able to choose everything about a wedding ceremony comes from a wrong view of marriage. A wedding is a public
declaration in which society and the state have an interest.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

'Open doors' policy has been in place formany years and is a safeguard against forced marriage, bigamy or other deceiptful practices

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:



No

Please expand on your answer:

It is important that the seriousness of the occasion is recognisable

in the air, and/or

Please share your views below:

Conducting a service in the air suggests trivialising the whole occasion
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Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There is a lack of clarity in how venues would be tested for “dignity” and “safety

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 77:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Married legally 9/1979.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not applicable

No

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:



Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This requirement should remain to remind couples of the seriousness and formality of their marriage.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes to both questions. This emphasizes the seriousness of the ceremony of marriage.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

As an Anglican, I agree with Q1.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Essential.

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This seems obvious.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

One is enough.

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Essential.

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I agree with this proposal, but officiants should, even more importantly, ensure the content and tone of the legal ceremony.
More detail is required to ensure that the 'dignity and solemnity' of the marriage ceremony is properly upheld.

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It should not be possible for someone to get married without being present at the marriage ceremony.
Couples should be required to make a public declaration of their intention of forming a lifelong bond with each other. They are entering into probably the
most important legal contract of their life.
Couples are entering into a legal union which is understood by society. The ceremony should continue to recognise this by its solemnity and by its public
declarations. Marriage is much more than the private preferences of the couple.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a serious and solemn matter which requires a degree of formality of content and procedure. It should not just be a matter for the couple and
the officiant.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Marriage is not a private matter, but has public significance for society. Public access recognises this. Part of the reason is that it militates against forced
marriages.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Absolutely disagree. Weddings are serious events and this should be recognised by the building/location. Settings should be appropriate and dignified.

outdoors,, on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

None of these are appropriate or dignified. See answer above.

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Furthermore, 'safe' and 'dignified' should be defined and safeguards should be in place to prevent the contrary.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Banns in church where ceremony is taking place and also in churches of both parties if different

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:



Yes to question 1 but at discretin of minister
Meet with both parties but should be together

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

For Christians marriage has a deep religious significance

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

A commitment fir life should be taken seriously

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Both parties must be present in person at the ceremony
There is already enough flexibuility in the wedding ceremony.
If couples can change the existing orescribed words or even have nothing said, the underlying seriousness of the committment could be lost. and the
possible lack of solemnbity would devalue this time honoured tradition.

Society and the law have an interest in marriage, it is not just a personal matter, but has implications and consequences beyond the couple. Thus a legally
agreed form of words, such as we currentlky have , is essential to recognise the union

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is and always has been seen as a serious and solemn ceremony.
It is a pulic declaration of commitment in which the nation has an interest.

Therefore there has to be the same legally agreed form of words for all marriages

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not another service, re-marrying the couple, but the freedom to have a service of blessing or thanksgiving in a place of worship should not be denied.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Having 'open doors' conveys the publicl nature of the marriage, its importance and implicatioin for the wider society.

Illegal forced marriages would be easier and likely to be more prevalent if ceremonies were 'closed'

Chapter 7: Location



Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The the dignity of the occasion must be preserved which necessitates an appropriate venue.

Please share your views below:

Weddings should be limited to registered premises only. This preserves the dignity of the occasion and makes it easier to ensure that compliance with the
legal necessities is maintained

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage has implications on the wider society and so should be public

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Clarity on how venues would be tested for safety and dignity is required befire an answer can be given

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This cannot be answered without knowing haw safe and dignified is going to be interpreted

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 56:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The essence if marriage is cohabitatiion

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(1) the same fee as other cases in which the registration officer must travel to the person giving notice, set nationally on a cost-recovery basis; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

If a couple are serious about marriage they are likely to happily accept the current law. Indeed embrace it for its prescriptive nature and dignity.
For generations it was not a deterrentm, in times when the majority of the adult population were married.

As increasiungly more couples are getting divorced what is the logic in taking steps which may take away the dignity of marriage and even trivialise it?

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

4 increasing business opportunities (assume catering etc) is morally incompatible as a reason encouraging poeople to get married

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YFBV-V

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-30 18:55:38

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

i want the persoal information i give to be counted as annonymous and that my name should not appear in any bof your reports.

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

marriage is a solemn declaration of consent to each other and that consent should be
given in the ceremony in front of witnesses and not just in the signing of a document if the just cause and impediment is removed from the ceremony
then we throw marriage between 2 people open to abuse and bigamy. presumambly a person could be married to 2 people at the same time because
there is no just cause or impedement to stop it.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

it takes away the seriousness of the committment being made if the language and format can be chosen by anyone.it could lead to ' anything goes' no
need to mention marriage just a union between 2 people taking place in disney land or themed venues. no need to mention comittment of any kind.

Consultation Question 44:

No

Please expand on your answer:

the way the marriage ceremony and rules about who can be married in these faiths are there for a reason. to protect and respect these particular faiths i
have noticed you are not trying to change the marriage rules of eastern faiths. i wonder why not?

Consultation Question 45:



Other

Please expand on your answer:

it depends what you mean by religous content. more clarification needed. one would have thought if religious content was needed then a church service
would be a better place for it.

Please share your views below:

where would you draw the line?
you can have someone say a prayer at a civil ceremony but not sing a hymn
you could sindg a hymn but not give a blessing using the sign of a cross.
who would oficiate the 'religious content' a priest, a vicar?

a civil ceremony is civil because it does not include religious content and is a clear choice.
muddying the water is not helpful.

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

many people hae a civil ceremony in a registry office or town hall and then have a blessing after. in my opinion that should remain a choice for people
who are getting married.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

why should weddings not be open to the public?
weddings have been public events since the victorian era why should they take place behind closed doors or with only invited guests?
they are public to stop forced marriages and abuse.



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YFB3-S

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-30 19:04:02

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Should weddings be allowed to take place outside, more weddings could go ahead in a Covid safe way. It would also allow for more family to attend the
ceremony. Due to Covid wedding ceremonys are being cancelled all together. Outdoor weddings would allow couples to marry during this difficult and
depressing time and bring some positivity.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Agree. In the current times it is not always possible to do in person meetings but there does need to be something in place where there are concerns

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Yes



Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Outdoor weddings would allow ceremonies to take place in line with Covid restrictions. It would mean couples can still get married during this difficult
time

outdoors,

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YFBP-P

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-30 19:53:23

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

St Helens LIFE Group

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Response on behalf of an organisation

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

n/a

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

n/a

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

n/a

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

n/a

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:



n/a

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

None

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Couples should be resident in the UK for a significant period, to demonstrate that they are bona fide UK residents. Residency in a particular registration
district is no longer important .

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is an eminently sensible proposal.

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

Longer rather than shorter periods ought to be the norm, to avoid any potential for trivializing marriage, the commitments and responsibilities planned.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Remote interviews would be fine if they were for both parties and completed separately, to avoid any potential for inappropriate motives. A local
Registrars office would be a useful venue, where the actual wedding was being conducted in another district.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

That would be fine for online notice, but still ought to include and individual follow up interview in person. Marriage is a serious step and ought to be
approached with respect and sobriety of the event about to take place.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Please share your views below:

Possibly, though it may be difficult to define what "other circumstances" might be allowed. There will always be exceptions, so the risk is that in
accommodating one set of circumstances, another just valid is precluded.

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Why? Is this a problem? It seems to be a technicality, so why remove something that works?

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

God forbid the rule is ever needed again, but in the unlikely event it is, then surely emergency measures would be able to cover any such eventuality.

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

No. Banns should be published wherever they are relevant - ie: Parish/es where the couple live, and - if another - the Parish where the wedding is due to
take place.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes, on both counts. There do need to be checks to I/D both individuals, as most residents these days do not attend their local Parish Church, if any.
Separate meetings provide safeguards for the individuals involved.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes they should, to protect any inappropriate influence, and again to safeguard both participants.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

While the Church of England remains the established church, Anglican preliminaries should remain.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Why is there any need to restrict Registration Officers in this way? The limitation appears arbitrary and unnecessary.
The consultation points out that around half of places of worship registered for weddings do not have a person authorised to conduct weddings. Many of
these will be churches, who are able to conduct weddings at the moment but will not be able to under
the proposals unless they appoint an authorised person.
This idea poses a danger of some churches falling foul of weddings law, as they are required to take responsibility for unfamiliar legalities in order to hold
a religious ceremony.

Consultation Question 21:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Why does this need to be restricted to "Clerks in Holy Orders"? 
 Provided the individual is recognized, authorised and approved by the Church concerned -

Anglican or not - why does the individual need Holy Orders to act as Registrar? The role of a Registrar is secular, rather than sacred.

Consultation Question 23:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I agree with 1, but not 2.
The risk is that what constitutes a "non-religious belief organisation" will be open to change and, therefore, potentially to abuse in future.

Consultation Question 24:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I am hesitant, because by relating this provision to the law as it now stands, the risk is that law may be challenged and therefore changed in future. I fear
another "law", that of unintended consequences may be found wanting in years to come.

Please share your views below:

No. Any exclusive list will, by nature and by default, almost certainly omit some that ought to be excluded, but as they were not known - or recognized - at
the time, were not included on the excluded list.

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

"Contrary to public policy or morality” is far too subjective a way to assess organisations, especially in these days were "public policy and morality" is so
very subjective.
This clause would risk those with unpopular - perhaps especially traditional views about marriage - but entirely legal views being excluded from
nominating officiants.
The test ought to focus on objective criteria.
These should include promoting purposes that are illegal or support illegal activity (such as terrorism), that advocate the violent overthrow of democracy,
or that undermine the rule of law.
NB: It is NOT illegal to hold traditional views about marriage, as many church and religious organisations still profess.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Yes.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No



Please expand on your answer:

Wedding officiants at present are either trained registrars or religious representatives who are likely to have strongly-held beliefs on marriage.
Allowing independent officiants would open the door to those who may not place such a high value on marriage.
Independent officiants (known as ‘celebrants’) can currently conduct weddings that are not legally binding. These have included ceremonies underwater,
in a sadomasochism dungeon, at a comic book convention with a couple dressed as fictional characters, and at a ruined leper hospital on Hallowe’en.
Another involved a couple dressed
as hedgehogs. Such ceremonies could be legally binding if independent officiants were allowed, undermining the dignity and status of marriage.
Couples could choose independent officiants because they have been refused the
religious ceremony of their choice. This might happen where a couple’s beliefs or behaviour are not consistent with the religion they choose for the
wedding.
Having an independent officiant conduct a pseudo-religious ceremony could misrepresent the religious group’s position on, for example, same-sex
marriage.
There might also be beliefs from more than one religion brought into a single ceremony, giving a distorted picture of all the faiths involved.
Currently there is no financial incentive to officiate at a wedding.
Opening up a market for independent officiants makes wedding vows a commercial
concern. Those more willing to be flexible with the ceremony would be likely to profit the most, encouraging people to push the boundaries.
This also risks defeating the goal of reducing costs of wedding venues, which was one of the stated aims the Government gave the Law Commission in
2018.
A recent study found that most independent celebrants would give couples very little restriction in what they could include in their ceremony – even
where the content “clashed with their personal religion, beliefs or values”.
This sets the bar extremely low for the seriousness of the wedding, and it is unclear what safeguards or training would be in place.

Consultation Question 30:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There need to be external checks, whether individual or as the holder of an office. The local Registrar's a office should interview and confirm applicants,
on a fee basis. An appropriate complaints mechanism needs to be in place.

Consultation Question 31:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I do not agree with independent officiants. Officiants ought to be either official Registrars, or authorised Deputies.

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Absolutely! Fee-based expenses are one thing, profit entirely another.

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As above.

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

How will this be assessed and monitored? One persons dignity and solemnity is another person's wholly inappropriate style. On the face of it, this
proposal is far too subjective.

Consultation Question 36:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Absolutely - and monitor what is actually happening in practice!

Consultation Question 37:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Independent monitoring is needed on an occasional basis, at least. Otherwise "fit and proper" will become entirely subjective.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It is not clear how this will work in practice?

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Officiants ought to be authorised for a limited period, say 5 years, and then re-appointed subject to continued need, satisfactory conduct, and
confirmation of other requirements.

Consultation Question 41:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Simply I cannot agree with the appointment of "independent officiants". There can surely be very few situations where one might even possibly be
needed? What is the actual evidence base that any such are required?

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The prescribed words are a foundation for the declarations that are required for a marriage. Without them the wedding ceremony can be as meaningless
as a couple or officiant chooses, and legal marriage can become nothing more than a certificate from the Government.
Marriage is founded on solemn promises made between two parties.
These proposals would allow a legally recognised wedding in which no words were said between the couple, let alone any promises of any kind.
The commitment made in marriage must be taken very seriously, and without the prescribed words it is much easier to treat the ceremony casually.
The prescribed words are only a small part of the entire wedding ceremony.
The rules are already really flexible about what happens in the rest of the ceremony.
It is hard to imagine a genuine wedding in which the prescribed words could not be
included at some stage.
Allowing wholly personalised wedding ceremonies without any legally-required words would send the message that marriage is an entirely private
matter.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:



The consultation puts great emphasis on ceremonies being ‘meaningfully personalised’ and in accordance with the parties’ wishes.
This will inevitably reduce how seriously weddings are taken, even though the Law
Commission suggests officiants should have a duty to uphold the dignity and solemnity of marriage.
It is far more important that a legal wedding ceremony reflects the seriousness of the
commitment the parties are making than that it is personalised to the couple.
Non-legally binding ceremonies can already be as personalised as people want.
As above, these have included ceremonies underwater, in a sadomasochism dungeon, at a comic book convention with a couple dressed as fictional
characters, and at a ruined leper hospital on Hallowe’en.
Another involved a couple dressed as hedgehogs.
Personalisation will damage the dignity of the wedding ceremony.
A requirement for officiants to ensure that the ceremony does not undermine the dignity and solemnity of marriage is far too subjective.
It will not prevent couples finding an officiant to agree to even the most outlandish wishes.
The possibility of fully-tailored wedding ceremonies will encourage commercialisation. Those more willing to be flexible with the ceremony would be likely
to profit the most, encouraging people to push the boundaries.
If people can entirely customise their own weddings, they might blend together different elements from faith ceremonies inappropriately, effectively
making
a parody of those ceremonies.
This would be highly offensive to people of those faiths.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Why is this necessary? Why remove the potential, which suits some?

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Many couples choose to celebrate their wedding reception with selected friends and family, wedding vows have long been accessible to the entire
community through the requirement that wedding ceremonies have ‘open doors’.
The ‘open doors’ requirement is a valuable part of wedding day celebrations, making it clear that marriage is not a private affair, but rather is important to
society as a whole.
The opposite is also important; weddings which are not publicly accessible make a statement that the marriage is private and of interest only to the
couple.
This couldn’t be further from the truth.
Ensuring that weddings are open to any member of the public, rather than just those invited, is a way of protecting against forced marriage and bigamy,
for example.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The law currently only recognises weddings in buildings registered for the purpose.
There are clear advantages to changing the system.
However, there is a real danger in that removing the restrictions opens the door to inappropriate venues being used.
It is unclear what safeguards will prevent unsuitable venues being used, which is a serious concern.
How will the dignity of such ceremonies be guaranteed?
The consultation states that venues would need to be ‘dignified’ and ‘safe’, but lacks precision on what this means or how it will be tested.



Please share your views below:

Venues must not detract from the solemn occasion of the wedding.
The Law Commission has made it clear it sees no objection to weddings “in the air”, suggesting that the terms ‘dignified’ and ‘safe’ could be interpreted
very broadly.
Unofficial weddings have been conducted underwater, in a sadomasochism dungeon, at a comic book convention with a couple dressed as fictional
characters, and at a ruined leper hospital on Hallowe’en.
Such settings clearly trivialise marriage and make it appear ridiculous. The law must not allow such venues to host legally binding ceremonies.
All of these suggest difficulties, but private homes would preclude public access to witness the marriage taking place.
I fear the law Commission is taking a far to lax approach to the dignity and solemnity of marriage.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

An location approved for civil weddings ought to be accessible to the public and regularly available for the solemnization of marriages; not just for the
select few on an occasional basis.

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

No

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Religious venues are specifically acquired, maintained and managed for the conduct of religious purposes, according to religious beliefs. However, some
religious groups do not have their own religious buildings, and so need access to non-religious buildings to perform marriage services. Non-religious
activity in buildings that are owned by religious groups, and used as places of worship by that group, cannot have a duty imposed upon them to allow
non-religious activities - which may at times be highly offensive to some - within their building/s.

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The Local Registrar should be responsible for authorising locations, otherwise a very variable and highly subjective set of locations will merge, which will
inevitably become contentious and more than likely the subject of complaints and potentially litigation.

Consultation Question 52:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Again, these ought to be part of any vetting process by the Local Registrar.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Guidance so that applicants to the Local Registrar know in advance what is/is not likely to be considered suitable.

Consultation Question 53:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It should compulsory, not optional!

Please share your views below:

Pre-approval by the District Registrar, involving a fee-based application process, with notice period/s, and standard timescales.

Chapter 8: Registration



Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

1 and 3 are fine. 2 is not. There should be witnesses (minimum 2 adults) to any marriage, otherwise it is not in any way a public event.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This provision would open the door wide to arranged marriages and marriages of convenience, without any comitment to co-habitation or to enduring
relationship.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

A marriage is a marriage. Living together is an option, but no matter how long it endures, without a formal ceremony it isn't a marriage.

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There should be no time limit.

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:



I have no experience to lend in these, often traumatic, circumstances. I suggest that the law should make allowances in cases such as these were
non-such exists at present.

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But only in very exceptional - ie. emergency - circumstances as indicated.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It needs to be clear why any such requirement - apart from personal preference - may be required. If it is solely to suit personal preference, then again
this would remove in every practical way, and opportunity for members of the public to be present. In practice this also applies to weddings in the air, on
a cliff face, underwater, etc etc!

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Again, this would limit truly public access and risk weddings in far-off places very far removed from British jurisdiction.

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

No.

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:



See above.

Consultation Question 72:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

None in my experience.

Consultation Question 74:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Fees should be set nationally, allowing for rural locations. Otherwise there will emerge significant discrepancies even between neighbouring local
authorities. NB: I was once faced with a £3,000+ bill from one authority, for works that a neighbouring authority had done in their area for £500!

Consultation Question 79:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Again, there needs to be a national scale, otherwise the cost of weddings will inevitably increase, rather than reduce.

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Reduced fees should be allowed on compassionate grounds for the housebound. Standard rates for those who are detained.

Consultation Question 83:

(2) there should be no fee.

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

1. In my opinion and limited experience, the law as it stands does NOT discourage or prevent couples from getting married. In the vast majority of cases,
the couple love each other and are committed to being married. In rare cases - eg: potentially arranged marriages, marriages of convenience - there may
be cases where marriage is being abused.
2. My sincere yet great concern is that in trying to update arrangements, the proposals as they stand will belittle, reduce and - in some aspects - even
trivialise marriage. In my long experienece, it is beliefs and communities that support and encourage commitment to marriage. Government initiatives -
eg: divorce virtually on demand - have done much to encourage a poor view of the lifelong commitment we all plan to make as we get married.
These proposals will, I fear, only decrease the number of couples who who are legally married, AND at the same time increase the rate of those who do to
quickly separate and divorce. These proposals are nothing like a basis for encouraging sincere and sober, life-long commitment to married life.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

The costs associated with a wedding, and the availability of wedding venues, are IMHO relatively minor issues compared with the very large amounts
people appear prepared to commit to their wedding day. I do not think that the costs of a register office wedding prevent people getting married. Even
those living on benefits have in my experience, spent far more on their reception and honeymoon than they have to complete the official requirements.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please see the response immediately above. In all honesty, the current proposals will in my view, increase the cost of weddings in the UK, by introducing a
form of market forces. For some, the temptation will be to go for evermore extravagant - and even bizarre - wedding locations and circumstances,
cheapening marriage and creating a caricature of a once solemn and serious life moment.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

n/a

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

1. None, and a serious risk to the solemnity of any marriage. 
 
2. Local availability is good. 
 
3. Local availability is good. I speak from long term experience. 



4. More weddings will increase the amount of business opportunities. But isn't that the point?! The Government says it wants to reduce overall costs.
These proposals will only increase costs. Weddings may be big business for some, but wedding ceremonies are solemn events, it's the entirely optional
trappings that carry the very major costs.

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

N/a

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Loss of supervision and control. No benefit at all that I perceive.

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No experience.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No experience.

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No experience.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No experience.

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

1. Nothing that should not be recovered from fees.

2. Increased profits from "unusual" venues and wedding events.

3. Modest if any, any extras covered by fee income.

4. n/a,. There should not be any allowed.

5. Considerable, as couples vie to have a more unusual style of wedding than their peers.
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Retired

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

I don’t wish the content to be confidential.

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I am in a normal marriage - man/woman

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Consultation Question 2:



Please share your views below:

None

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

No observations

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Because it would prevent overseas people flying in for a ceremony and flying off again immediately after.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Seems a good idea

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

I would suggest a minimum of a month. Marriage is a serious step ( for life?) and time needs to be taken to consider it fully. A rushed marriage is more
likely to be regretted later.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Again, marriage is a very serious step and interviews should be in person for full and clear communication .

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Seems reasonable

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Online and hard copy for personal viewing also.

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

N/A



Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Sounds reasonable

Please share your views below:

Depends what they are.

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Should be treated as all part of UK.

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Sounds reasonable.

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

No. The current system is best because it publishes the marriage in a persons ‘home’ parish where there are likely to people who know them.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Both sound a good idea - help to prevent sham marriages

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Sounds a good idea -more rigorous.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Absolutely- the Christian church was fundamental in the promotion of marriage ( male/woman)in this country and has been responsible or its success
over hundreds of years resulting in family stability and all the other known benefits.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Pure common sense.

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 21:

No

Please expand on your answer:

only one is more open to corruption.

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Carry on as normal

Consultation Question 23:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Provide for stricter controls

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Could open it up to all sorts of weird stuff - Jedi Knight ceremonies??!

Please share your views below:

Don’t know

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Again, would open a very serious ceremony up to some possibly crazy organisations.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Yes, I agree however there could be a problem with ‘ contrary to public policy morality ‘ which can be changeable and have no Biblical reference point - ie
the redefinition of marriage by secular ideology.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Don’t understand question

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Sounds a good idea.

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Sounds OK



Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Makes sense.

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Necessary as it is a very important position

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Goes without saying.

Consultation Question 33:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Should not act with conflict of interest

Fees should be set.

Consultation Question 34:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Don’t understand question

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Of course

Consultation Question 36:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, but the C of E has its own guidance

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As s first step - yes

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Absolutely



Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Of course

Consultation Question 40:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Maybe an dea to have review every 10 years or so. Peoples mental health can deteriorate.

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I agree with the above except for the fact that the declaration of impediment should be made in public in front of witnesses and families

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, as long as the ceremony retains its solemnity and seriousness

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It will water down the gravitas of a religious wedding.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This option should still be available

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is essential that the public are allowed access to ensure transparency



Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No - marriage is a very serious step and the surroundings need to reflect that. Imagine holding a ceremony in a fun fare! Not impossible under the
proposals.

outdoors,, on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

As above. The setting needs to be indoors, so people can hear everything and aren’t distracted and reflect the seriousness of the occasion.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

All ceremonies need to be open ( security permitting) to general public for transparency and validation.

Consultation Question 50:

Other

No

No

Please expand on your answer:

Definitely no civil weddings in religious premises. OK with non religious weddings in non religious premises

Religious weddings should be in religious buildings.

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No, there should be a lates down list of suitable venues.

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Of course.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Of course.

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

OK - if optional.

Please share your views below:

Registrar.



Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

English and Welsh only

Consultation Question 56:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Electron procedures are not as secure as status quo.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, but not sure about the absence of witnesses. There would have to be very good reasons to waive this requirement as it could lead to corruption.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Surely the marriage should cohabitate and the marriage should be consummated.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not sure.

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Absolutely



Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

No problem

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Seems sensible

Consultation Question 64:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Unsure how to answer

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Seems sensible

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Ditto

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Only in emergencies

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

No comment



Consultation Question 71:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Zeno comment

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

N/c

Consultation Question 77:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/comment

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(2) there should be no fee.

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

N/c

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

I believe the UK tax system is a disincentive to couples getting married. I believe much more should be done in the tax system to encourage marriage as it
has been shown bruond doubt that it is best for children and society in general. Any tax incentives would quickly be paid back by the improvements in
our society

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No comment

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

N/c

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

N/C

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

N/C

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

N/C

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



N/c

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

N/C

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

N/C

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

N/C

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

N/C

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

N/C
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Couples should be given some time to consider (or re-consider) the step that they taking

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

On-line or post must be followed by an interview within a fixed time. otherwise we will have spurious or mischievous applications.

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

as stated earlier a time for reflection would be beneficial

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

interviews should be in person . A registrar cannot make a judgement without seeing the intendeds

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Can't see wy not

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There may well be parties who need to know about it

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Seems adequate

Consultation Question 11:

No

Please expand on your answer:

presumably the officiant or stand-in will be qualified

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

how could there be an objection?

Please share your views below:

yes if qualified and agreed with the intendeds

Consultation Question 13:

Other



Please expand on your answer:

I am not CoE and cannot comment

Consultation Question 14:

No

Please expand on your answer:

unfortunately we still have bombings

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

banns should be read in the home parishes

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes to both. Evidence should be provided such as birth certificate and record of baptism.
Unless the celebrant knows the couple separate interviews should be held to judge whether there is any coercion

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

the couple should be able to show that there no legal or other impediments (e.g close kin)

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Provided that the minister can show that checks have been made I see no reason to change the situation

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No need to change

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

provided that the officiant is legally entitled to perform the marriage

Consultation Question 21:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I don't know the reason for multiple registrars

Consultation Question 22:

Other

Please expand on your answer:



Don't know. This is a matter for the CoE

Consultation Question 23:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Difficult to see how non-religious groups (e.g a sports club) would have the authoriity to designate an officiant

Consultation Question 24:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Organisations such as these have, by definition, no structure or belief system and would not mirror religious bodies.

Please share your views below:

The list would be endless and subject to recriminations from those excluded

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It might be difficult for an organisation to show that it had 20 or more adherents or if indeed it is a religion.
Again there is a problem about 'sincerely held beliefs' where there is no authority behind them and views may just follow the fashion.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Of course

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

no view

Consultation Question 28:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Seems very bureaucratic to have every minister of religion registered

Consultation Question 29:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

is it being suggested that we have freelance officiants. Hope not

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Problem is that some organisations might not take this responsibly

Consultation Question 31:

No

Please expand on your answer:



We currently have a well-regulated system . Difficult to see how freelancers could be regulated properly.

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Not a good question. It might deter 'celebs' from cashing-in but how to regulate?

Consultation Question 33:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

see q32

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If we are to have 'independents' they should be accountable to government

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage deserves to be held as a solemn exchange of vows and not trivialised

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But who sets the guidance?

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But we have not defined which organisations would be permitted to nominate officiants

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

no comment needed

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

What is 'professional development'. Attending seminars?

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

3: this implies that one party need not attend but could sign up later which is a contradiction of marriage in that promises are made in public and before
witnesses

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Weddings have a simple format in which the parties make formal promises in front of the officiant and witness(es). Dressing up the ceremony with
fantasy reduces the solemnity that underlies the joyfulness.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It seems a bit odd that those choosing a civil marriage might like some 'religous' content but it should be welcomed

Please share your views below:

There may be some hymns that aren't 'too religous'

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

One party might at least like a religious blessing

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A wedding is an event held in public and should not be 'exclusive'

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Weddings should be dignified affairs. If they are to be allowed anywhere there will be more and more absurd venues which would not be appropriate for
the nature of a wedding.

Please share your views below:

it doesn't really matter as long as the ceremony is taken seriously and is not a mere stunt



Consultation Question 49:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

No

No

Please expand on your answer:

3 : they should not be banned but the religous organisation should have the right to refuse the use of their buildings

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

An officiant should have the right to refuse if the requested venue is iinappropiate in his/her opinion

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage involves the taking of seious vows and the environment should reflect this as well as celebrating the joyfulness

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This should only be in addition to the marriage lines

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The marriage must be supported by the appropriate documents that have been duly witnessed

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If the proper procedures have been followed the marriage is valid

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

'presumption' is meaningless

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The terminally ill could be subjected to pressure from potential next-of-kin and an interview might be helpful.

Consultation Question 64:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not competent to comment

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

How can such a ceremony be conducted via social media.

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is difficult to see how a marriage can take place when the parties are separate.

No

Please expand on your answer:

'might be' is not sufficient.

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Again provided that the venue is suitable for a safe and dignified wedding

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

It is difficult to imagine that ships other than cruise ships or freighters that take passengers could provide suitable venues.

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The officiant should be recognised in law

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

I think that there would be some demand

Consultation Question 74:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(2) there should be no fee.

Please expand on your answer:

option 1 seems bit pointless while (2) is compassionate

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There is a cost involved in assessing the application which, if successful, would be recovered by the officiant's fee or stipend

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:



Please share your views below:

The law does not in my view deter couples from getting married. The cohabiting couples that I know regard a marriage as an irrelevant 'piece of paper'.
The proposed changes to the divorce laws might encourage more marriages but the present 'culture' of independence makes it seem unlikely.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

The cost of civil or religous marriage is not high but many couples look to a 'big' wedding which can be very expensive and is put off until it can be
afforded.
There is no pressure on cohabiters to marry and in my experience some regard marriage as an unnecessary 'piece of paper' and may never marry. Also it
fits with the times to be independent and even cohabiting is too much for some.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I hope that changes to the laws do not trivialise marriage. If marriage is to succeed it should be presented as what it is-a lifetime comittment.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

I think that ithese proposal will make little difference. The thought of a wedding industry does not appeal.

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I don't see a problem provided that other have standards that are equivalent to our law.
Foreign residents should go through the procedures as set in law.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage should be a dignified and solemn ceremony. It is important that the officiants have the responsibility to make sure that the tone and the content
of the ceremony is in line with this. Consequently, the proposals need to define what solemnity and dignity means which should ensure that there is
seriousness about the occasion.

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The proposals risk undermining the seriousness of the commitment being made in marriage and the solemnity of the occasion. Couples would be able to
make up their own words and say anything- or nothing! It should be a public and serious declaration, foundational to the legal marriage ceremony. To be
able to be married without even being there would be a nonsense and make marriage look ridiculous.
The commitment being made in the marriage ceremony is serious and the current flexibility is sufficient. Prescribed words ensure that both parties freely
consent to the lifelong marriage they are committing to.
Marriage is a public ceremony- not just about the couple. They are publically declaring their intention to commit to each other for life and the law and
society need to maintain this standard. It is not a private agreement but a legally binding public declaration of commitment.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The marriage ceremony is a significant event which should be serious and solemn. The couples wishes should not be able to undermine this- it is a public
declaration which the state and the law have an interest in supporting. Taking marriage seriously will ensure that trivial themed weddings are not
permitted.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Wedding ceremonies should be 'open doors demonstrating that marriage is a public declaration. This has been the case for 100s of years protecting the
vulnerable from forced marriages- which is still a problem today. Marriage is not private but of public significance.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage ceremonies should be conducted in appropriate venues which denote the seriousness of the occasion. While it may be helpful for weddings to 
be permitted in places other than church buildings, they should be where a solemn and respectful atmosphere is maintained. Trendy or novelty venues



would undermine the solemnity of the event and the seriousness of marriage.

Please share your views below:

Where the venue undermines the solemnity of the occasion it should not be permitted. Careful and stringent safeguards should be in place to stop a
trivisation of marriage.

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There needs to be very clear guidelines and clarity about the venues that are permitted to ensure that the ceremony is solemn and respectful. Stringent
safeguards should be in place to ensure that marriages are conducted in a respectful and dignified way reflecting the seriousness of the occasion.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :



Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Strongly agree



Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Strongly agree

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Occupations superfluous

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(1) the same fee as other cases in which the registration officer must travel to the person giving notice, set nationally on a cost-recovery basis; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:



Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YFGT-Y

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-30 20:20:39

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

N/A

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

My wife and I were married in 1973 in a village parish CofE church.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Because your proposal (Qn.5) seems to me to be an adequate replacement for the current regulation.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This gives the Registrar the opportunity to assess the applicants' understanding of the marriage regulations, and to respond appropriately. E.g. if the
Registrar suspects that the intended marriage is a forced one.

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

There are situations, as for example where one of the applicants is terminally ill, where a week would be a reasonable interval.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

This seems to me a sensible arrangement, especially in a COVID19 era.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

These current provisions seem reasonable to me.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The Marriage relationship has a status as an important foundation-stone for healthy societies. Information should be available to the general public.

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This seems a reasonable period.

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Provided that the registration service can check that a "substitute officiant" will conduct the marriage correctly. E.g. If a "friend of the family" was
requested.

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This seems to be a sensible provision.

Please share your views below:



I hope to find in this consultation that the proposed details of future marriage ceremonies will be sufficient to ensure that the relationship being entered
upon still reflects the importance of this bed-rock institution.

Consultation Question 13:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I assume that there are good reasons why the systems for the registration and conduct of marriages in different parts of the UK make this sensible.

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I sincerely hope that we can regard this eventuality as unlikely-enough to allow these rules to be repealed.

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

This Anglican custom is one which I think should be continued in its present form.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

I suggest these provisions should be left for the CofE to decide upon.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Since this form of words is currently used in the publishing of banns, this requirement is sensible.

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:

There would seem to be a good case for requiring civil preliminaries for all weddings.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I'm assuming that the expression of free consent, and the other requirements of the ceremony remain substantially as in current regulations.

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Religious ceremonies should have appropriate officers (e.g. ministers of religion) in the officiant role.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I consider that a second officer is not needed.

Consultation Question 22:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This well-established route of "a wedding in church" reflects the status of marriage as one of the three sacraments ("hatching, matching, despatching")
which the Christian Church offers to society.

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The required content of the wedding ceremony would have to be carefully set out in law
for this to be acceptable, in my opinion.

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Provided, as indicated in my answer to Qn.23, that the fundamentals of the ceremony are consonant with the organisation's belief system; if they are not,
then that organisation should not be allowed to provide the officiant. A procedure for judging this would be needed (continued below).

Please share your views below:

(cont. from previous text)
It should be possible for a properly-constituted authority to draw up such a list. Records in the public domain of "unofficial" weddings (for example those
conducted by "white witches") would be a good starting-point for establishing such a list.

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I am not familiar with point 2 above in particular, but a few years ago I attended a family wedding (conducted by a "white witch"), in which the vows were
"to remain faithful to you as long as love lasts". This would not be acceptable in future legislation.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

The law must expressly exclude such organisations from marriage officiation.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

I think the nomination to officiate should be confined to office-holders.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

My answers to Qns 24 & 25 refer: the General Register Office must have the responsibility and authority in law to decide who can and who can't officiate,
and that its decisions must be available for general information.

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The idea of "independent officiants" is not a good one. The proposal to widen the range of officiants should be confined to organisations.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

"Fit and proper" in this context means "able to ensure that the regulations governing the marriage ceremony are followed".

Consultation Question 31:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See my answer to Qn 29.

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The question of "fees"payable for a legal marriage should be clearly set out in law: a fixed fee for all cases would be the simplest.

Consultation Question 33:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

See my answer to Qn 29

Consultation Question 34:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

See my answer to Qn 29

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I hope they will be given several other responsibilities in connection with the detail of the ceremony.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

In the context of changes in marriage law, this is very important; officiants should be given more than just "guidance".

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

An organisation taking on the nomination responsibility should be expected to hold its nominees to account.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The GRO should have a clear working relationship with nominating organisations which will include this power.

Consultation Question 39:

Other

Please expand on your answer:



See my answer to Qn 29.

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This makes sense if the authorisation is tied to the nominee holding an office in the organisation.

Consultation Question 41:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

See my answer to Qn 29

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

These proposals only refer to "consent" being expressed by the parties. This is far from adequate, in view of the huge importance of the marriage
relationship. The most crucial omission is an expression of COMMITMENT, e.g. in the form of a promise. If vows are not part of a wedding ceremony, it
falls seriously short of what I regard as the route to a legal marriage in UK law.
Marriage vows should be made orally (not "otherwise"), in the presence of witnesses (see my answer to who should be present and sign the register); this
must be a legal require-ment, and an essential feature of the forms of ceremony that may be submitted by any organisations wishing to conduct
weddings. N.B. In para 2 above, for "should be able to", substitute "must"..
Forms of marriage ceremony must include: text that declares the status of the marriage relationship as the most important single foundation for stable
family life, that it is a life- long commitment, that it is exclusive (a clear statement about monogamy).

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But only provided that the form chosen has been approved by the RGO according to criteria including those in my answer to Qn.43.

Consultation Question 44:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I see no reference to the Catholic, Orthodox, or the many Protestant and Pentecostal denominations. Are other religious organisations (Muslim, Hindu,
Buddhist, etc ) to continue holding their own wedding ceremonies without these being valid in UK law ?
If so, the option for a civil ceremony in a registry office to be followed by one of the other events (or to follow one of the other events) must be
retained(see Qn.46).

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As a Christian I would hope that many couples and their families would want some religious language, sentiment and tradition, even if the organisation
authorised to conduct the wedding is not religious.

Please share your views below:

The following extracts from current Anglican marriage service text could be allowed: 
> from the Preface: "Marriage brings husband & wife together....in sexual union....joyful commitment. It is a foundation of family life...in which each 
member is nurtured...and finds strength in good times and bad...and grow to maturity in love." 
> the Declarations: "N, will you take M to be your wife/husband/(partner?) ? Will you love, comfort, honour and protect her/him and, forsaking all others, 
be faithful to her/him as long as you both live ?" "I will". 
"Will you, their family and friends, support and uphold them in their marriage now and in the years to come ?" "We will" 
> the Vows: "I N take you M to be my wife/husband/(partner?), to have and to hold, from this day forward; for better, for worse, for richer, for poorer, in



sickness and in health, to love and to cherish, till death part us." 
> the Rings: "N, I give you this ring as a sign of our marriage. With my body I honour you, all that I am I give to you, and all that I have I share with you."

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See my answer to Qn.44. It seems to me that the role of "religious organisations" and "non-religious belief-based organisations" in possible future
marriage law provisions needs to be clarified.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Because Marriage is something important enough to legislate about, and the married state one which is recognised in law as entitling couples to various
benefits, there is a case for making not only the intention to marry, but also the ceremony itself, open to the public. In practice, families can make the
arrangements in such a way as to have what is effectively a "by invitation only" event.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I don't think "anywhere" would secure the dignity and significance of the ceremony.

Please share your views below:

In response to Qns.49-53, I have this to say:

1. The matter of venue should be one for the officiant (following the guidelines of their organisation) to discuss with the family.

2. The range of "wedding event providers" for civil weddings should be provided by the GRO with guidelines to help ensure the safety and dignity of
wedding ceremonies.

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is an important part of the family involvement.

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This makes sense, especially for residents of Wales.

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Electronic data-collection will presumably develop to make this acceptable before long.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It is important that "legally-married" means what it says.

No

Please expand on your answer:

Witnesses and data-input should be required for a legal marriage ceremony.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Point 2 above: the content of the marriage ceremony must include promises made by each party to the other. Both parties must be present at the
ceremony.

Consultation Question 59:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No details of the required content of the ceremony have been given in this consultation - see my answers in Chapter 6.
The parties would be expected to be satisfied regarding the validity of the officiant's authority to conduct the wedding.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



This looks like a provision which can be deleted from marriage law.

Consultation Question 60:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

See my answer to Qn.58. A legal wedding service must include the physical presence of both parties, and stated consent in a standard form of words.

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The role of officiant is crucial in marriage law, and the force of law must be available to underpin that role.

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

It should be possible for a wedding ceremony to take place at a hospital bedside (or chapel), in a prison (chapel ?) or at home in these circumstances.

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It is important that an officer assesses the ability of both parties to give such notice.

Consultation Question 64:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I have no opinion on the relative merits of the licence/schedule alternatives.

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This makes sense.

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This makes sense.

Consultation Question 67:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I agree to proposals 1 & 2, but NOT to proposals 3 & 4: a legal wedding ceremony needs the physical presence of both parties. Remote ceremonies might
be conducted, but it should be clear in marriage law that they do not produce legal marriages.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Who knows how long the COVID19 emergency will last ?



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Being able to marry in this distressing context should be made possible.

Consultation Question 68:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

See my answers to the questions regarding venues.

Consultation Question 69:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

See my answers to the questions about venues.

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

I have no opinion on this - see my answers on venues.

Consultation Question 71:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

See my answers to Qns.69 & 70

Consultation Question 72:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I agree with proposal 1, but NOT with proposal 2.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Maritime officiants need rules.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Properly-authorised officiants are vital.

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is a long-established provision.

Consultation Question 78:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

A standard fee system is required.

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YFBY-Y

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-30 20:40:13

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

About to get married 2021

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not married yet

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Stressful. Will... can our big day go ahead aug 2021?



Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

three days;

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Should be flexible but I understand meeting in person is important and should careful.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not sure why this should be practiced anymore... different times.

Consultation Question 10:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Dont understand

Consultation Question 14:

Other

Please expand on your answer:



Again dont understand

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not clear sorry

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If someone isn't religious they should choose that religion does not penertrate into their wedding ceremony

Please share your views below:

No its 2020 and couples should get the choice, many may, however those who do not wish this should be able to have the chocie

Consultation Question 46:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I think weddings outdoors should be allowed for an official wedding ceremony

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Outdoors its 2020



Please share your views below:

No, the size of weddings shouldn't be limited

Consultation Question 49:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Other

Other

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This is unlikely

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Should be in law

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

A couple should know before it is booked etc... if that means it needs to be viewed so be it

Please share your views below:

If its somewhere not usual for wedding then maybe registrants

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Doesn't mean you've made the steps to marry

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Other

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 67:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(1) the same fee as other cases in which the registration officer must travel to the person giving notice, set nationally on a cost-recovery basis; or



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But there should also be the option to have it in a outdoor place of choosing

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, it should be centrally, not negotiable

Consultation Question 80:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A celebrant could do this...

Consultation Question 81:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

No fee, kindness is important for this time.

Consultation Question 84:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Need to be centrally decided

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Yes, many want to get married in certain venues but having to do a separate day within a registration office and paying extra for another day is an extra
expense people don't have. Similarly people want to officially get married where they have chosen!!

Consultation Question 86:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Yes two wedding ceremonies is more expensive and often is an extra cost already ontop of a budget.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

As a couple we have chosen a wonderful venue where we want to officially and legally say we became husband and wife. If would be more special

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YFB1-Q

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-30 20:44:29

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

N/A

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

N/A

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:



No legal barriers

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

We are extremely disappointed not to have attended a friends wedding, only able to watch later via Internet link. We are also disturbed that my niece’s
wedding planned for  April 2021 may not be able to go ahead in the way she would want it, and May have to be postponed completely.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Disagree: it is too important to do this online

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Agree

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

There should be no changes to the current arrangements in this regard.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

It is vital that this should be required. It is a central part of a solemn marriage ceremony.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is absolutely vital but does not go far enough. The whole ceremony should reinforce the dignity and solemnity of marriage.

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Weddings must be in person not just signing a document. It is a public declaration and must remain such. Marriage is a solemn undertaking and must be
weddings must continue to recognize that. The personal declarations as to there being no lawful impediment to the marriage in question must be
preserved for the same reason. This is not a big ask. Marriage is supposed to be for life. The wedding service must reflect this commitment and the
solemnity of it.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The solemnity of marriage must not be lost. Allowing free range of the type and content of a marriage service severely risks undermining that solemnity.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:



A wedding is a public event and should remain so, it cannot be done in secret or being closed doors. The public nature of a wedding makes the vows are
witnessed by more people and therefore there is more liklihood that they will not be entered into lightly.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Controls must remain on the location of a wedding, lest the solemnity and dignity be undermined. I reiterate that marriage is a solemn commitment and
t(e wedding service should reflect this. Removing control of the type of permissible location risks all sorts of bizarre locations from zip wires to
underwater diving pools, damaging the solemnity.

However, where for example a church meets in a less conventional setting eg a theatre but it is nevertheless a church consideration should be given to
authorizing a wedding service there subject to strict controls to preserve the sanctity and rightful formality of the wedding service..

outdoors,, on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

See comments above. There may be certain exceptions to the current rules but solemnity and dignity of marriage must be upheld.

As stated previously (Q47 I think) a wedding service must remain public so a private house or any similar venue would Not be appropriate for that reason
alone.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Must be a public service.

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

No

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This proposal surely risks all sorts of inappropriate venues being used. There needs to be strict controls, see response to Q43.

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But the law must make very clear what constitutes safe and dignified. It cannot be left to the interpretation of the officiant.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

See response above.

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Provided that the solemnity issue is properly addressed, see earlier responses.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Witnesses are really important.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

No.

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YFBS-S

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-30 20:45:20

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not married yet.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

three days;

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

In person should be a priority but to be given flexibility to conduct a meeting remotely as a last resort.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 9:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

N/a

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Yes



Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

No

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 40:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Bible reading or taking communion as part of the wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Weddings should be allowed outside

outdoors,, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

Weddings should be allowed to be conducted outdoors.

Consultation Question 49:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

People should be allowed to get married where they want. As long as they respect the venue/ building/ church.

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

No

Please expand on your answer:

They will need to be health and safety trained which isn't their area of expertise

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Venue providers should have licence that health and safety

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

The venue and local regestry offi e should work together

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

No



Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

People co habit all the time but do not want to get married. Sometimes there is cost involved in the ceremony. To delay marriage But I think that they
actively need to be married. Nothing should be assumed.

Consultation Question 60:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

No issue

Consultation Question 63:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As long as the area is identified as part of the UK or over sea territories then I see no issue

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If registerdin the UK the ship will follow UK law

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Na

Consultation Question 71:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Not sure

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:



(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

An update to the law is needed and will increase the amount of people that will be legally married

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YFBD-A

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-30 20:53:54

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

na

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is an essential requirement

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There has to be regulation, standards and accountabilty for an officiant so that that all legalities are observed and the ceremony is universally recognised
and valued.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

A clear definition of "fit and proper" is required.

Consultation Question 31:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

In addition they should be of good standing in the community

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This could be a hindrance to marriage as cost of the officant could be perceived as being high.

Consultation Question 34:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There needs to be a clear definition of what the dignity and solemnity of mariage is. It is not just the words that are spoken but the whole context of the
ceremony including the location and its decoration.

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is esential that consent be oral with al praties present to minimise the potential for coercion. Recognised forms of consent should be used to remove
ambiguity and maintain the dignity of the ceremony. There is freedom to use words outside the formal consent.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A wedding isa public act which implies a strong formal commitment and should take place in an appropriate place with due solemnity and respect.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It has to be a public event to prevent forced marriages and also to ensure that parties are eligible to be married.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a major lifetime event and a serious commitment and the location should reflect this.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

There needs to bea very clear definition and what safe and in particular dignified means.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YF28-E

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-30 20:55:48

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

I am a.church member

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Many churches, including mine, do not have their own registrar, and so would be unable to conduct weddings.

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The registrars are usually highly trained so would be more likely to treat marriage with dignity and respect.
Independent celebrants may allow too much flexibility which could detract from the seriousness of the occasion and the
promises being made.

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

During the wedding ceremony both parties should be expected to
declare that there is no lawful impediment why they should. not be
Joined in marriage, and express their consent to the marriage. for all to hear. The solemn promises that are made to each other, before God and the.
congregation form the foundation of their.
marriage.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The. most important thing in a wedding ceremony is that it is dignified and is held in a place and manner that reflects the joy
and and seriousness of the occasion.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I think it is good that the doors are open for people to witness the
marriage, that it is being entered into willingly, and not forced
On someone



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YFBK-H

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-30 20:57:28

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

n/a

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 5: Officiants



Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Why would you do that?!

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

No. Very subjective, need objective criteria

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is too solemn a commitment to be officiated by just anyone.

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:



No

Please expand on your answer:

If 'marriage' is to have any meaning, there must be a common commitment.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If 'marriage' is to have any meaning, there must be some common element in ceremonies.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a public commitment - that is part of what the strength of that commitment.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Needs more thought as to what would constitute, and how you would prevent, the use of inappopriate venues.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YF2V-C

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-30 21:00:42

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

I represent myself, I do not represent any organisation

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Noted

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not applicable given answer to first question

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not applicable given answer to first question

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not applicable given answer to first question

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:



Not applicable given answer to first question

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

No problem with booking a wedding

COVID had the effect of limiting the number of people who attend to witness what is a very important step in the lives of the couple concerned

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Most agreements leading to contract sensible require a cooling off period, to ensure that haste does not lead to an unhelpful action of great social and
personal significance. 7 days minimum is a sensible approach.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This sensible reflects the advances in accepted communication approaches warranted by technology advances.

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Seven days seems wise, for reasons set out in my response to question 4 above. The interview is the first real opportunity for there to be sensible
examination of the proposed marriage.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

I support this, it is fully compatible with advances in accepted communication methods, as well as allows a period to follow up any identified concerns

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

I support this continuation

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Advances in communication technology makes this a wise change

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:



Other

Please expand on your answer:

I agree, but would expect those reasons to also be made public at the same time.

Please share your views below:

I accept that there could be moral, ethical and religious reasons for an officiant not wishing to act, which should be respected rather than have protracted
debates about whether a person can or should act or not. But I also fully respect that these objections must have a sound basis, and especially be
objections that other officiants with similar reasoning might also uphold.

Consultation Question 13:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It is logical not to conflate the marriage action with a particular church style.

Consultation Question 14:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I have insufficient experience of this point, so will leave others to comment

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

I disagree. The public and solemn nature of the marriage act demands that knowledge of it is published as widely as is reasonably possible, which should
include all places where the couple seeking marriage are known. And therefore not just in a church where the the ceremony is to take place.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

The public and solemn nature of the marriage act demands that reasonable independent assessment other marriage proposal can take place without
unreasonable delay. If there is no central evidentiary check process in place, then the clergy should be obliged to carry out reasonable checks.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

I think this should continue in principle but do not see the need for in person attendance, online solutions would to my mind be acceptable.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

The process as currently exists seems to work perfectly well, and is also more efficient.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:



Other

Please expand on your answer:

Agreed provided there are witnesses present

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Agreed provided that all officiants have been subject to training and appropriate certification

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

To maintain appropriate dignity and solemnity of what is a public act, the organisations having the right to appoint officiants should be approved and
listed in a public register.

It follows that a set of criteria by which an organisation should be approved to be on that list needs to be developed. And those not on that list are
therefore excluded.

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Agreed that promotion of purposes that are unlawful should result in exclusion of the organisation.

There are however religious organisations which may legitimately have views on morality and public policy which differ to those of Parliament. It would
be wrong to exclude those from appointing officiants, and in any case the whole purpose of having religious ceremonies is to allow people of that faith to
identify both in marriage as in life with what that faith stands for.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Officiants should be nominated according to skills and character, not jut office responsibilities.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage should be accessible by all equally. Charges should be kept within a reasonable scale.

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Agreed but the requirements of dignity and solemnity need further defining and standardisation to ensure that there is one overall clear requirement
which all officiants understand and act upon.

Consultation Question 36:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Agreed but each organisation appointing officiants should also issue their own guidance appropriate to the wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Agreed in large part, but the wording in the question seems to infer that one or both parties does not physically need to be present at the ceremony. It is
important that as a public act both parties should be consenting orally as well as complying with laws on written declarations.

The minimum contents of the marriage declaration should be specified, so there is no misunderstanding of what the marriage consent actually for either
party or the witnesses.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Coupes can personalise their but there needs to be standardisation of what the marriage declaration is to avoid any doubt as to legality or public purpose
(see response to Q 42)

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Swearing by the Bible should be allowed, as a specific example. The content as specified in the wedding ceremonies of the relevant religious
organisations currently would seem to be appropriate guidance as to what comtent might be included in a civil ceremony

Consultation Question 46:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a societal and public act, and therefore should be open to all to attend

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a solemn affair, to allow the ceremony to be conducted anywhere undermines the seriousness of the occasion, and it being witnessed as a
formal matter. I would be happy with a widening of accepted locations, however.

outdoors,

Please share your views below:



As stated, I am pro the notion of expanding the locations in which marriage ceremonies are conducted, but anything that undermines the public act of
witness to the ceremony seems contrary to the solemnity and formality of the occasion. "In the air" and "private homes" does not fit that bill, inland
waters might be acceptable if access is open to all.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See response to previous questions esp Q47 and Q48

Consultation Question 50:

Other

Other

Other

Please expand on your answer:

These questions should be left to the body appointing the officiants in each case. It would be consistent with their responsibility to determine "fit and
proper persons" and "solemn and dignified locations".

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Please see answer to Q51. It is logical for the approving organisations to define acceptable locations.

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

The words "safe" and "dignified" need further definition, otherwise there would be mixed standards applied.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

The existing rules on approving buildings and governing licensing would seem competent to specify the criteria acceptable,

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Witnesses should continue to be required to vouch for both parties

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It would seem to demean the public nature, solemnity and dignity of the marriage declarations if they could be circumvented this way

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

No comment

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



No comment

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

No comment

Consultation Question 67:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

These seem sensible alternatives only for cases where there is legitimate cause, such as illness, national emergency.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

If public access is still allowed

Consultation Question 69:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

If public access is still allowed

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

If public access is still allowed

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I see no reason why there should be a different standard in this instance to any other instance.

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:



No comment

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(1) the same fee as other cases in which the registration officer must travel to the person giving notice, set nationally on a cost-recovery basis; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals



Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

No comment

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No comment

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Making wedding ceremonies more accessible would in my view encourage the institution of marriage, ut above all encourage couple to respect and
honour the commitments they are making

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

No comment

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

No comment

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No comment

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No comment

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No comment

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No comment

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No comment

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No comment

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

No comment



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YFB2-R

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-30 21:07:08

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Na

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Na

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Na

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Na

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Na



Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Na

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Because this risks making an already complex process more complex if a British citizen is marrying a non British citizen. The current arrangements in this
regard are clear ans easy to understand that you must have the chief register present to ratify the marriage

Consultation Question 5:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As either method of online or post is open to fraud and undermines the security of the current process

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

As it stands

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Yes it should continue for the above to be possible

Consultation Question 9:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is totally unnessaccary

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

many churches rely on civil registrars to register weddings, as they do not have their own authorised person.
For some churches this might be because they hold weddings infrequently and are therefore less familiar with the legal requirements. For others it is felt
impractical to have an authorised person, perhaps because the church is small or does not have a minister.
One of the Law Commission’s goals is that “the ceremony that is meaningful to the couple should be recognised by law”. This can happen at the moment
in churches that do not have an authorised person, by having a civil registrar to register the marriage.
If this is not possible, many couples who attend such churches are likely to require a civil ceremony separate to their church wedding.
The consultation points out that around half of places of worship registered for weddings do not have a person authorised to conduct weddings. Many of
these will be churches, who are able to conduct weddings at the moment but will not be able to under the proposals unless they appoint an authorised
person.
this idea poses a danger of some churches falling foul of weddings law, as they are required to take responsibility for unfamiliar legalities in order to hold
a religious ceremony.

Consultation Question 21:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

No



Please expand on your answer:

Only religious organisations and civil officents should be able to officiate weddings

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

contrary to public policy or morality” is too subjective an assessment. It would risk those with unpopular but entirely legal views being excluded from
nominating officiants.
the test should focus on objective criteria. These could include promoting purposes that are illegal
or support illegal activity (such as terrorism), that advocate the violent overthrow of democracy, or that undermine the rule of law.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

No only religious organisations should officiate weddings

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Currently, wedding officiants are either highly trained registrars or religious representatives who are likely to have strongly-held beliefs on marriage.
Allowing independent officiants would open the door to those who may not place such a high value on marriage.
Independent officiants (known as ‘celebrants’) can currently conduct weddings that are not legally binding. These have included ceremonies underwater,
in a sadomasochism dungeon, at a comic book convention with a couple dressed as fictional characters, and at a ruined leper hospital
on Hallowe’en.1 Another involved a couple dressed as hedgehogs. Such ceremonies could be legally binding if independent officiants were allowed,
undermining the dignity of marriage.

One reason couples might choose independent officiants is because they have been refused the religious ceremony of their choice. This might happen
where a couple’s beliefs or behaviour are not consistent with the religion they choose for the wedding. Having an independent officiant conduct a
pseudo-religious ceremony could misrepresent the religious group’s position on, for example, same-sex marriage. Or there might be beliefs from more
than one religion brought into a single ceremony, giving a distorted picture of all the faiths involved.
Currently there is no financial incentive to officiate a wedding. Opening up a market for independent officiants makes wedding vows a commercial
concern. Those more willing to be flexible with
the ceremony would be likely to profit the most, encouraging people to push the boundaries. This also risks defeating the goal of reducing costs of
wedding venues, which was one of the stated aims the Government gave the Law Commission in 2018.2
A recent study found that most independent celebrants would give couples very little restriction in what they could include in their ceremony – even
where the content “clashed with their personal religion, beliefs or values”.3 This sets the bar extremely low for the seriousness of the wedding, and it is
unclear what safeguards or training would be in place.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

celebrants Should not be able to officiate legally binding weddings

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This should not be a blanket right and should have certain tests to meet for such action to be taken in regards religious officiates

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:



No

Please expand on your answer:

The prescribed words form a foundation for the declarations that are required for a marriage.
Without them the wedding ceremony can be as meaningless as a couple or officiant chooses, and legal marriage can become nothing more than a
certificate from the Government.
ĥ Marriage is founded on solemn promises made between two parties. Under these proposals it would be possible to have a legally recognised

A requirement for officiants to ensure that the ceremony does not undermine the dignity and solemnity of marriage is too subjective. It will not prevent
couples finding an officiant to agree to even the most outlandish wishes.

The possibility of fully-tailored wedding ceremonies will encourage commercialisation. Those more willing to be flexible with the ceremony would be likely
to profit the most, encouraging people to push the boundaries.
ĥ If people can entirely customise their own weddings, they might blend together different elements from faith ceremonies inappropriately, effectively
making a parody of those ceremonies. This could be highly offensive to people of those faiths.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is far more important that a legal wedding ceremony reflects the seriousness of the commitment the parties are making than that it is personalised to
the couple.

Non-legally binding ceremonies can already be as personalised as people want. These have included ceremonies underwater, in a sadomasochism
dungeon, at a comic book convention with a couple dressed as fictional characters, and at a ruined leper hospital on Hallowe’en.4 Another involved a
couple dressed as hedgehogs. Personalisation will damage the dignity of the wedding ceremony.

Consultation Question 44:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Religious “content” should only take place in religious weddings otherwise it demeans the solum nature of the religious “content” that is exspressed

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

open doors’ requirement is a valuable part of wedding day celebrations, making it clear that marriage is not a private affair, but rather is important to
society as a whole.
The opposite is also important; weddings which are not publicly accessible make a statement that the marriage is private and of interest only to the
couple. This couldn’t be further from the truth.
Ensuring that weddings are open to any member of the public, rather than just those invited, is a way of protecting against forced marriage and bigamy,
for example.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No



Please expand on your answer:

I have serious concern that it is unclear what safeguards will prevent unsuitable venues being used. How will the dignity of such ceremonies be
guaranteed?
The consultation states that venues would need to be ‘dignified’ and ‘safe’, but lacks precision on what this means or how it will be tested. Venues must
not detract from the solemn occasion of the wedding.
The Law Commission has made it clear it sees no objection to weddings “in the air”, suggesting that the terms ‘dignified’ and ‘safe’ could be interpreted
very broadly.
Unofficial weddings have been conducted underwater, in a sadomasochism dungeon, at a comic book convention with a couple dressed as fictional
characters, and at a ruined leper hospital on Hallowe’en.5 Such settings clearly trivialise marriage. The law must not allow such venues to host legally
binding ceremonies.

Please share your views below:

None of the above

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

No

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Without sight of any proposed guidance on what is deemed dignified this is too broad a question and a yes or no answer is inappropriate

Consultation Question 53:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

It should only identify farther and mother no parent

Consultation Question 55:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This discriminates against those who are physically unwell when in a large number of cases this is though no fault of their own

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(2) there should be no fee.

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

These proposals undermine the sanctity of marriage a s the current regulations should be left as they are

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As a retired Vicar, the change in the law to allow a qualifying connection rather than a strict residence requirement as a preliminary actually reflects the
reality of people's lives far better than the previous arrangement.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

An in-person interview should be required as a safeguard (in all circumstances) against sham or coerced marriages.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Yes it should continue to be possible.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I cannot see any reason for doing this.

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The Anglican church is the same church whether in Scotland, NI or the Republic of Ireland, irrespective of the different governmental systems.

Consultation Question 14:

No

Please expand on your answer:



It might be better to expand the rules to include other kinds of unforeseen damage which makes the use of a particular building impossible.

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Marriage is about two people becoming one and the requirement to publish Banns in two places expresses that fact .

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Both of these aspects of preparation should be required. The clergy should be able to take responsibility for this significand check.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

This could be difficult to arrange but it would be an ideal requirement to aim for.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

The role of the Anglican church in marriage arrangements is archaic in many ways but it does emphasise the religious aspect of marriage.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Society has an interest in marriage and should therefore have an interest in the proper conduct of a wedding.

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As with the previous answer - the presence of a registration officer (or an Anglican cleric acting in that role) is important as a recognition of the wider
society's interest in marriage.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It seems reasonable as only one cleric has to officiate at an Anglican church wedding.

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This seems too broad. 'Religious organisations' and even more so 'non-religious belief organisations' will be very difficult to define. How will any control of
what happens at a wedding be maintained and as a result how will the concept of 'marriage' retain any substance?

Consultation Question 24:



No

Please expand on your answer:

As previous answer. The definition above does not deal with other important issues like the durability of such organisations. Such an organisation could
be established simply for the purpose of setting up a wedding business, or even arranging a particular wedding, then dissolve itself.

Please share your views below:

This is going to be impossible. Any such list will be completely ineffective in the face of people's ingenuity at getting round the rules.

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

How will this be checked? What if a body forms by holding one meeting with 20 people present then dissolves? How will the state test the sincerity of its
'sincerely held belief about marriage'.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As previous answers. This will potentially create a jungle of ill-defined 'organisations'.

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Weddings are different from funerals. A wedding creates a marriage and society has an interest in the institution of marriage. Independent funeral
officiants offer a pastoral service to individuals, but Registrars are serving the state and society. We need to keep weddings and marriages as part of the
fabric of society and not just personal arrangements.

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

If the government goes down this road, then yes. But it would be better not to do this in the first place.

Consultation Question 32:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

If the government goes down this road, then yes. But it would be better not to do this in the first place.

Consultation Question 33:

Other

Please expand on your answer:



If the government goes down this road, then yes. But it would be better not to do this in the first place.

Consultation Question 34:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

If the government goes down this road, then yes. But it would be better not to do this in the first place.

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, but once the field has been opened up to what will inevitably by a private enterprise system, it will be impossible to police this aspiration

Consultation Question 36:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

If the government goes down this road, then yes. But it would be better not to do this in the first place.

Consultation Question 37:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If the government goes down this road, then the responsibility should lie with the state. But it would be better not to do this in the first place.

Consultation Question 38:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

If the government goes down this road, then yes. But it would be better not to do this in the first place.

Consultation Question 39:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

If the government goes down this road, then yes. But it would be better not to do this in the first place.

Consultation Question 40:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A time limit would at least be some check on the possibility of organisations set up merely in order to facilitate a small set of weddings.

Consultation Question 41:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

If the government goes down this road, then yes. But it would be better not to do this in the first place.

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:



If marriage is to mean the same thing for all people, then a set form of words needs to be used in all cases. This proposal is a very dangerous one for the
future of marriage because it could entail a different understanding of marriage being expressed in different weddings.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This proposal seems to assume that the individuals concerned can attribute to their promises whatever meaning they wish, within bounds set by the
officiant. Since the officiants will be very various, any shared concept of marriage will be lost to society.

Consultation Question 44:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

At least as far as the vows/promises are concerned there needs to be a common form which expresses recognisably similar beliefs about marriage.

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It seems artificial not to allow this.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This proposal would make coerced and sham marriages so much easier that it is surprising it should even been considered.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This proposal is another expression of the view that a wedding is essentially a private arrangement between two individuals. Specific and public places
need to be retained as the venues for weddings: a) to express the principle that society has a stake in marriage, not just the two individuals, and b) as a
further safeguard against sham and coerced marriages.

Please share your views below:

None of the above.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Specific and public places need to be retained as the venues for weddings: a) to express the principle that society has a stake in marriage, not just the two
individuals, and b) as a further safeguard against sham and coerced marriages.

Consultation Question 50:

Yes



Not Answered

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If these proposals are accepted clergy and ministers would come under enormous pressure to allow the buildings for which they are responsible to be
used for ceremonies which would be a denial of the beliefs of their churches. Especially as many churches are aesthetically attractive.

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Locations should be determined by the state not private individuals

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

If the government decides to go down this road the choice of location should be made by a representative of the state. But much better not to do go in
this direction in the first place.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

If the government decides to go down this road the choice of location should be made by a representative of the state. But much better not to do go in
this direction in the first place.

Consultation Question 53:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

If the government decides to go down this road, yes. But much better not to do go in this direction in the first place.

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I served as a Vicar in a Welsh-speaking area for many years. This provision would be well-received in the Welsh community.

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The paper forms for Anglican church weddings have not been substantially altered for nearly two centuries. Electronic registration would help prevent
some difficulties which I have seen with clergy completing forms wrongly.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The absence of witnesses would be a serious lapse - if accepted this proposal would make witnesses effectively optional and would remove yet another
safeguard against sham and coerced marriages. Likewise failure to sign the schedule/marriage document.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Cohabitation (and indeed consummation) has always been seen as a necessary element in the forming of a valid marriage. I suspect that the arrival of
same-sex marriage has made this problematic with the impossibility of finding a satisfactory definition of 'consummation'. But however that may be,
cohabitation at least and consummation, certainly for opposite-sex couples, should remain as an element of a valid marriage (i.e. non-consummation can
be appealed to as invalidating a marriage). Otherwise we are once again opening the door to sham marriages.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This proposal is quite radical and would do away with the notion of 'common law marriage' . It would oblige couples to make a decision to regularise their
union, which I would support but it does seem to go against the tenor of most of these proposals.

Consultation Question 60:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If there is a problem it should have become clear within that time limit.

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

These are the only circumstances in which I accept that the rules on location of weddings should be relaxed. I have seen in my ministry the difficulties
faced by terminally-ill patients who want to regularise a relationship before they die and would favour some relaxation of the rules on compassionate
grounds.

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There are potential issues of capacity involved here and an independent party needs to be involved to ensure that no undue pressure has been brought
to bear.

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

A sensible safeguard.

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As above.

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Proposal 1 might make sense but the others introduce a lot of worrying loopholes.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I would oppose loosening the requirement for recognised locations at which marriages can be solemnised.

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I would oppose loosening the requirement for recognised locations at which marriages can be solemnised.

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

I would oppose loosening the requirement for recognised locations at which marriages can be solemnised.

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I would oppose loosening the requirement for recognised locations at which marriages can be solemnised.

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

If a couple wish to get married the current system is more than adequate, so I do not see any impact on numbers from these proposals.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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Personal response
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:



Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The residency requirement is a safeguard against forced marriages; and against marriages of convenience.

Consultation Question 5:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This would undermine the safeguard against forced marriages; and against marriages of convenience.

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

The seven day notice period is a safeguard against forced marriages; and against marriages of convenience.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

No - Remote interviews would be much more susceptible to coercion than face-to-face interviews

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes but in addition to the present requirement, not instead of.

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 14:

No

Please expand on your answer:

What is wrong with the present rules?

(what is an injured Church? Do you mean a damaged Church?)

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

No. Retain the present system.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

1. yes
2. yes

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Retain the requirement for two as a safeguard against corruption

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

20 is a very small number. A family group could easily get together to claim to be a religious organisation.
Suggest 1000

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Yes, the law should exclude unlawful organisations

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

No - too readily open to abuse

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Should be prohibited from acting with a conflict of interest AND a limit on fees

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Providing that dignity and solemnity are rigorously defined

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

1. must be orally (unless one party is dumb, in which case special arrangements should be made)
Allowing 'or otherwise' could be a message on Twitter or Snapchat? Not acceptable.

2. No . A public declaration in front of witnesses is needed.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The marriage should include a minimum form of words to demonstrate their lifelong commitment to each other as a serious undertaking. If the parties
wish to use further words and ceremony these can be additional to the prescribed minimum wording.

Consultation Question 44:

No

Please expand on your answer:

All weddings should have the minimum requirements for a form of words to demonstrate their lifelong commitment to each other as a serious
undertaking; for two witnesses to be present; to be supervised by an authorised officiant; and to be open to the public.

Consultation Question 45:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This would allow more flexibility.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage confers legal benefits from society (represented by Government and laws) and society (the public) should be allowed to witness a marriage.

Public attendance is a safeguard against forced and sham marriages.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Venues should respect the solemn and serious nature of marriage.

Please share your views below:

The proposal is for the safety and dignity of a venue - 'dignity' needs to be rigorously defined.
In addition , the venue should be accessible to the public.
Marriage is not a frivolous matter, so the venue should not be frivolous either.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Public attendance is necessary for all marriages, because society gives privileges to married people, so society must be allowed to witness marriages.

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

No

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Maybe yes but there should be some checks and balances to ensure the requirements listed below for the venue are met:

The proposal is for the safety and dignity of a venue - 'dignity' needs to be rigorously defined.
The venue should be accessible to the public.
Marriage is not a frivolous matter, so the venue should not be frivolous either.

Consultation Question 52:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But dignified needs a rigorous definition to ensure frivolous venues are excluded.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But dignified needs a rigorous definition to ensure frivolous venues are excluded.

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Common sense says yes

Consultation Question 55:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Either English only
or
English and Welsh

Consultation Question 56:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

A paper registration is essential.
An electronic version can only be in addition

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

No

Please expand on your answer:



would make a fraudulent marriage much easier.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

would make fraudulent marriages easier

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Very unlikely to fulfill safe and dignified venue



Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(1) the same fee as other cases in which the registration officer must travel to the person giving notice, set nationally on a cost-recovery basis; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

The proposals are likely to increase the number of marriages which do not endure.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Banns should be published wherever it is most likely that the parties concerned would be known, generally in the parish in which they live.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Both parties should be required to declare that there is no impediment to their marriage in accordance with the solemnity of the commitment and its
function within the fabric of society.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries since they reflect the nature of the commitment the parties are making.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It is important that registration officers be able to ensure that standards are maintained in terms of the solemnity of the event and its long-term nature.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Bearing in mind the crucial function of marriage in society, the law should expressly exclude organisations which promote purposes that are unlawful or
contrary to public policy or morality from nominating officiants for weddings.

Consultation Question 27:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A wedding is not simply a contract between two people, or even two people in the presence of selected invitees, it is a social contract recognised by
society as one of the building blocks of that society. Therefore it appropriate that members of that society should be able to witness the commitment that
the couple are making.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A wedding is a solemn registration of a commitment between two people who agree to live together in a permanent relationship that is one of the
cornerstones of our society. The venue should reflect the serious nature of this commitment and it would be inappropriate for this to be trivialised by
location of the ceremony.

outdoors,, on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.



Please share your views below:

It should be made clear that the venue for a wedding should reflect the nature of the commitment to one another and to society that the parties are
making. It should not be possible to hold a wedding in a venue that could be seen to trivialise the nature of the ceremony, or the commitment. The venue
should need to be approved.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Civil weddings should be available to the public since the ceremony is not merely an agreement between two persons, but a contract that is part of the
fabric of our society. It should therefore be possible for any member of society to witness the commitment that the parties are making.

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There should be firm guidelines as to what is considered an appropriate venue for a wedding to take place, reflecting the serious nature of the ceremony,
and this should be approved by the General Register Office.

Consultation Question 52:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This should not be left entirely to officiants, but there should be clear guidance as to what is considered as appropriate. Security and dignity should be
considered alongside other values which reflect the serious, long term commitment which marriage is, in addition to its function as a building block of the
society in which we live.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

More than this, it should only be possible to marry at a location that has been approved, and which therefore meets standards of dignity, solemnity and
security.

Please share your views below:

Local authorities should be responsible for pre-approval, following government guidelines. It should be the responsibility of the location to ensure that
the necessary approval is in place.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As marriage is a social contract, it should not be possible to register it without there being witnesses.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This should only be allowed if the location reflects the serious nature of the commitment being made, and is accessible to those who may wish to witness
the event.

Consultation Question 69:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

See above.

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

It does not seem to me that the current law discourages couples from getting married, since there is already much flexibility as to how this may be 
achieved. I do not think that the provisional proposals will lead to a significant increase in numbers wishing to get married. It seems to me that one of the



principal reasons that couples do not wish to marry is the expense of the associated celebrations which has spiralled in recent years.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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About you
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Personal response
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Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

My wife and I were married in the catholic church by a priest with a registrar present as was the legal requirement at the time in 1974.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I felt strongly, as I still do, that marriage should be conducted by an appropriate celebrant in the presence of God where both parties are pledging their
vows not only to each other but also to God.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:



Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

To remove this requirement increasingly erodes the principle of commitment. Marriage should not be entered into lightly and anything that bypasses
careful thought should be avoided.

Consultation Question 5:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Notwithstanding the answer given for question 4 above, giving notice by any other means than physical presence increases the chances of abuse and
forcefully persuading someone to agree to marriage.

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

The timespan between in-person interviews and date of marriage should reflect an adequate period of thoughtfulness for both parties. Marriage should
not be gone into lightly since it should be a solemn occasion between two consenting parties.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Notwithstanding the answer given for question 4 above, giving notice by any other means than physical presence increases the chances of abuse and
forcefully persuading someone to agree to marriage.
While it is agreed that forced or sham marriages may still be possible with in-person interviews, it would be less likely. The interviewer's professional
judgement should be such that they are capable of recognising either the real presence of suspicions of forced or sham marriages. I would respectfully
suggest that this would be virtually impossible if done remotely.
In-person interviews are also likely reinforce the solemn nature of the marriage and that it should not be conducted on a whim.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

As long as the in-person interviews can be conducted by persons with the relevant experience and qualifications.

Consultation Question 9:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No opinion on this providing faith groups may also post notices in the traditional manner.

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I see no problem with this.

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As long as this is not contradicted by the validity of the 12 months rule above where the intended officiant is no longer able to oblige and the parties'
failed to request a substitute officiant.



Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

See answer to question 11 above.

Please share your views below:

I'm not sure of what circumstances might be prevalent outside of those given.

Consultation Question 13:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not sure of the possible consequences so cannot give an opinion.

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Seems practical.

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

No opinion on this providing faith groups may also post notices in the traditional manner.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Anglican wedding clergy as well as Catholic and any other faith group should be able to do this in order to satisfy themselves that their religious and
spiritual principles are not compromised. This also allows individual parties, who may have been pressurised into agreed a marriage they do not want to
enter into, the opportunity to speak freely to a person who may be able to help them discern what they actually want and possibly help and advice them
to resolve such pressures.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Weddings based on the principles of ones faith may contradict the belief's of an officiate. For example: I am a practicing Catholic and it was important to
me that the officiate was a Catholic priest and that I was married in a Catholic church. The presence of the registrar was simply to comply with the law at
the time.

Consultation Question 21:



Other

Please expand on your answer:

No solid opinion on this.

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As long as they are able to execute the role effectively.

Consultation Question 23:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, providing the dignity of the ceremony is upheld and that it is understood that the ceremony should be considered as a solemn occasion.

Consultation Question 24:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No solid opinion regarding non-religious organisations other than given in question 25 above.

Please share your views below:

Satanism
Witchcraft

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Officiates should not be forced to compromise their beliefs in the face of applicants who wish to marry under conditions contrary to those beliefs.

Organisation also should not be forced to compromise the organisations beliefs when faced with applicants who wish to marry under conditions contrary
to those beliefs.

For example: if the organisation's belief system defines marriage as between one women and one man, they should not be forced under the law to
proceed with such applications that compromise this belief. To do so would in a spiritual sense diminish the ceremony from its dignity and solemnness as
the officiate would be forced to declare something that they themselves do not believe in.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

The law should definitely be able to so exclude anything that retracts from what is morally considered proper after appropriate arrangements of public
consultation. The law should also allow for the application of reasonable conscientious objections where officiates are asked to perform ceremonies that
are contrary to their beliefs.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, providing that nominations for officiants are not overly vetted. For example: once the nominee has gained the appropriate qualification for a
religious organisation, such as Deacon in the Catholic church, the nomination should be good enough since the individual would have been vetted
enough to satisfy the requirements laid down by the organisation, providing it does not fall into categories that may come to light as a result of question
24 above.



Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The wedding ceremony should principally be about legalising a couples intentions both in terms of secular and/or religious understandings. It should not
provide an opportunity for profiteering. This might encourage couples to move away from social and cultural norms, that value the state of marriage, for
financial reasons.

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

While officiants should be prohibited from acting with a conflict of interest, neither should they be allowed to charge more than an agreed cap other than
for travelling expenses for nominated officiants where they have had to come some distance to perform the requested function.

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

It would depend on what is defined as dignified and solemn. I would suggest that free falling from an aeroplane while getting married lacks both dignity
and solemnity.

These terms need to be defined and agreed by all interested organisations. Officiants would then be required to make a judgement - and be accountable
- on the suitability of proposals made by couples wishing to be married.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Providing the views of the mainstream organisations are taking into account to define dignity, solemnity and minimum standards of conduct during the
wedding ceremony.

Consultation Question 37:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, providing there are some quality assurance standards in place and that proper auditing can be carried out.



Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

See answer to question 37 above.

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

See answer to question 37 above.

Consultation Question 40:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, providing officiation is undertaken on a determined regular basis. Once in ten years for example hardly gives any confidence that the officiant knows
what they are doing.

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

See answer to question 40 above.

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This enables one or both parties to be absent from the wedding ceremony which degrades it to nothing more that a signed contract - which in itself is
open to abuse similar to those in Pakistan. See the cases of Maira Shabaz and Huma Yuonus.

If the wedding ceremony is to be dignified and solemn as suggested above, then both parties should be present regardless of the type of organisation. If
the parties are not making solemn vows before God then they should be making their vows before the society in which they live. to do otherwise merely
reduces the ceremony to a ritual with little or no meaning that can then easily be discarded.

Due to its simplicity this risks becoming the norm and eventually marriage will mean nothing at all.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This would naturally gravitate to couples coming up with such bazar ceremonies that dignity and solemnity would be entirely absent such as can be seen
during unofficial wedding ceremonies. for example, having donkey's dressed as unicorns seems to be as undignified and as less solemn as you could get
unless it was degraded to the outright obscene.

A wedding ceremony should be a public declaration of intent and as such the public should have a say in how the ceremony is conducted in terms of
acceptable parameters.

Consultation Question 44:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is totally unacceptable as it would impose conditions onto clerical ministers of faith groups who would not be allowed to refuse couples who wish to 
get married in a church foe example but do not wish the ceremony to be conducted within a format agreeable to the faith of the minister and the broader 
faith community.



 
If the couple does not like what they see as constrained parameters of a given format then they should find an alternative venue, not impose their will
onto an already established ritual within a faith group.

Consultation Question 45:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

On the face of it there seems to be no problem with this. However, if the vows are made in a religious setting they are usually made to God. If the vows
are made in a civil setting they are usually made to the state.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Why not continue to allow the practice of a civil ceremony being blessed in a church under the eyes of God. While not ideal, this is often an agreeable
compromise between couples where one practices a religious faith and the other does not.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The open doors requirement helps protect against forced marriages. Interested parties of a forced marriage would like the open doors requirement to be
repealed as their intentions could be carried out in secret to the detriment of unwilling parties, usual young girls and women who have little or no power
to resist.

This would also negate the public nature and interest of the marriage ceremony. If someone knows of any impediment as to why the marriage should not
take place and they have not been invited to the wedding, then the marriage could proceed and become nothing more than a sham.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Firstly, if there is no prescription as to where weddings can take place it could make it impossible to maintain the principle of open door weddings in any
meaningful way.
Secondly, it could make it impossible to maintain the dignity and solemnity the ceremony should demand. for example: Getting married whilst riding a
roller coaster, sky diving or swimming underwater.

outdoors,, on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

A wedding ceremony should take place where there is unrestricted access to the public and in a setting that makes clear the necessity for dignity and
solemnity. It is difficult to see how any of the above could fully satisfy this need.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This would negate the open door principle and allow the types of abuse mentioned in earlier questions, such as forced marriages.

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Other

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Non-religious weddings should have no part to play in a religious venue. Religious weddings should ideally to conducted in a religious venue. however,
concessions may of some occasions have to be made where a suitable religious venue is not available due to, for example, geographical locations or the
intended venue unavailable because of structural repairs and such like.

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

To reinforce the answer given to question 48 above, venue's should be considered based on their ability to meet agreed criteria of dignity and solemnity.

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But judgement should be based on accepted criteria.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Providing it does so under robust criteria that has been agreed by the all interested parties in the conduct and principles of wedding ceremonies.

Consultation Question 53:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Providing the law requires these venues to apply for a licence which is awarded based on accepted criteria.

Please share your views below:

1, Venue's apply for a licence to host a wedding.

2, A licence is awarded based on it meeting agreed criteria concerning dignity and solemnity set out by interested organisations that have a vested
interest in ensuring appropriate conduct and principles of wedding ceremonies is upheld.

3, Officiants could then be responsible for making final decisions about suitability based on what else may be taking place at the venue or location.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Providing that engaged couples are able to verify that their intended spouse is not already married.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Providing such mistakes can be rectified in a reasonable timeframe after the event.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

The whole purpose of a marriage should be based on a loving relationship with each other. It follows from this that cohabitation is desired and expected.
Marriages' that have been agreed to enable a person access to UK citizenship would surely like this clause to stay in as, once married, they would not
have to live, let alone see, their spouse again.

Of course, concessions should be made in cases where it is impossible to immediately cohabit. For example, military personnel who wish to be married
before being deployed elsewhere.

No

Please expand on your answer:

If they have not been married they are not married.

Consultation Question 60:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage should not be gone into lightly. If you have in all good conscience married to someone who has not been true-full on a critical point then the
injured party should not have to wait for a nulled outcome.

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

No opinion.

Consultation Question 63:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No opinion.

Consultation Question 64:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No opinion.



Consultation Question 65:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No opinion.

Consultation Question 66:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No opinion.

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If both parties are not in the same room while making their vows they should not be considered married.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No opinion.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No opinion.

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See answers given in a previous section.

Consultation Question 69:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Providing the criteria of dignity and solemnity is maintained in accordance with the answers given in the section on Location.

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Providing the criteria of dignity and solemnity is maintained in accordance with the answers given in the section on Location.

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The name of the officiant should be verifiable otherwise the marriage could be void if performed by an un-authorised officiant.

Consultation Question 72:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No opinion on who should be qualified as an officiant, only that they are so qualified.



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Not able to quantify.

Consultation Question 74:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No opinion.

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

I believe that all interviews should be in-person, not remote.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

No

Please expand on your answer:

greater possibility of illegal marriage if participants can substitute the officiant at will

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

yes, both should make declarations

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

registration officers should 0fficiate at all weddings

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

No

Please expand on your answer:

views of what constitutes a marriage will differ very widely and should be standardized by law not the particular religion or organization involved.

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

such organizations should be excluded



Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

no

Consultation Question 28:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

No

Please expand on your answer:

authorization should be time limited & reapplied for

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I believe leaving the expression of consent to be determined according to an individual's belief, leaves open the possibility of that consent having be pre
determined by persons other than the man and woman seeking to marry.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This leaves marriage as a free for all choice leaving the ceremony open to any & everything goes.
Marriage is a solemn, life long covenant made in a sacrament instituted by God, made between a man & a woman, not a we will make it any way we want
event.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

All should marry in accordance to U.K. law & be able to follow this with a religious service.
To deny people the right to a marriage ceremony in their own church would be to demand that marriage be seen as solely a secular event.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

weddings should be a public declaration



Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

marriage is a solemn ceremony of life long commitment & should only take place at places licenced for marriage ceremonies.

outdoors,, on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

Limit made to ensure that all marriage ceremonies are solemn and not a fun, flippant party experience. Licenced premises only.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

No

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

a location should be licenced by law, not determined by the wish of the officiant

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 56:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I believe registration should not be only electronic, as this may give greater opportunity for fraudulent registration.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There should be witnesses. Both other accounts should be complied with within a limited time post marriage, if neglect has led to mistakes or failure to
sign relevant documentation.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A couple marrying with no desire to cohabit cannot be marrying for the reason for which marriage was intended, hence the ceremony is a sham
ceremony.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

cohabiting is not married.

Consultation Question 60:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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About you
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Name:
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Personal response
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

I am in a legally recognised marriage.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

N/a

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

N/a

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

N/a

Consultation Question 2:



Please share your views below:

N/a

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

N/a

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not to have 7 days prior notice of marriage would undermine further the essential
socially cohesion - ensuring nature of proper ( especially ) traditional marriage .
To remove that necessary notice would not only undermine community stability by removing important opportunity for community safeguards, and
constraints but would put individuals, (adults and any children ) involved at further risk of impetuous decisions
on one of life's most important decisions.

Consultation Question 5:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Candidates for marriage should be prepared to make some effort .
Marriage has a social and community function which ought to be strengthened, by a requirement for the two individuals involved to recognise that this is
a long -term commitment to society they are making, not just a fleeting personal choice.
It is a personal AND social decision, emphasising commitment and trust and the ceremony must be geared to stress those aspects, even in such a
woefully decadent
and individualistic society as ours.

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

It ought to be a fortnight.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Sham or forced marriages are obviously to be avoided, and personal interviews are a much better way to avoid falsehoods being perpetrated , in the
same way as allowing
remote postal voting has enabled more corruption into the voting system.
The question of habitual use of sham marriages to enable especially otherwise illegal immigration (notably from the sub-continent ) at a time when we
are moving to limit and constrain all mass migration, should be highlighted for consideration.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

The rules should be standardised to ensure prevention of misuse of loopholes for sham marriage to avoid immigration controls. Whimsical decisions are
to be constrained for
purposes of reducing social decline, which again would be ensured by standardisation,
maintaining current or even lifting standards by greater contraints..
Marriage should be seen as an institution worth aspring to with responsibilities as well
as conferring status freedoms and privileges.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



I agree, with the request that other requirements for publishing NOT be removed.

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This seems pragmatic.

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Sound sensible. provided that the officiant mets at least current legal requirements.

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

A sensible provision, provided that the officiant mets at least current legal requirements

Please share your views below:

Seems rather vaguely worded. Therefore it might be used to weaken or diminish the dignity and value to society. So I OBJECT to the proposal that a
substitute officiant be
allowed to act in other circumstances.

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

We are part of one country. The current arrangement has an enabling and enhancing
function which does not diminish the dignity or status of marriage. Their are plenty of
Anglicans in all these countries.
No alterations are necessary there.

Consultation Question 14:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Wars can occur at any time. Why alter pragmatic arrangements.
Your proposal has no justification

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

No. There is a benefit in enhancing community involvement, not in diminishing it.
Keep publishing them in both candidates' churches.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes to both requirements.
It is important to treat marriage seriously and require candidates to demonstrate respect
for it by willingness to go through due process, rather than to initiate a sort of ' Drive thru wedding " mentality.
Continued conferring of the above powers on officiants should help ensure that.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:



Separate declarations are part of the process of making candidates FACE UP to making
a serious intent of lifelong commitment.
They are therefore necessary.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

We are still an Anglican culture, whether or not we are educated enough to understand it. Anglican preliminaries are sufficient and to be preferred and
recognised.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Point 1 is vital to avoid forced marriage.
Officiants should also be required to identify possibly sham marriages (for illegal immigration constraint purposes) and notify the relevant authorities.
I agree to points 2 & 3.

Consultation Question 20:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

You haven't given sufficient information for me to comment.
If the above provision deregulates marriage in any way I regard it as a further move to
devalue the most important social 'brick' and I therefore decry any such provision.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Provided that the registration officer is trained against corruption.

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But with serious penalties for any corrupt officiants.

Consultation Question 23:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Maybe, but there should be penalties for any corruption by such officiants.

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It may be the best we can come up with.

Please share your views below:

This needs a specialist to comment.



Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Seems pragmatic.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

I agree. Any (eg Islamist) organisation with attack record of opposition to our culture,
whether thru inflammatory rhetoric or terrorist acts must be excluded.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

I agree for religious organisations, provided that proper training standards are
required.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Control is necessary.

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

To allow anyone to apply would undermine the dignity and seriousness of marriage.
A national training course should be required with a curriculum designed by our 6
main faiths, with one proviso: marriage is to be between two people and requires intent of commitment to a lifelong relationship.

Consultation Question 30:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I agree for religious organisations. Otherwise my previous answers apply.

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No comment necessary.

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No comment nec.

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Government must set limits on fees.

Consultation Question 34:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No comment.

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It is important that officiants should be trained and certified for their work by deployment of a national training course.
The training must ensure a calibre of officiants who uphold set standards agreed by the main faiths nationally .
The words dignity and solemnity need to be defined for these purposes as agreed by the main faiths on a consultancy basis working with The Law
Commission.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Guidance must be agreed in consultation with the 5 main faiths .

Consultation Question 37:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There should be an independent 'ombudsman'.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Given that the G.R.O. works to standards agreed by the main 5 or 6 faiths.

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Again provided that standards are set by a consultancy group of the 5 or 6 main faiths.

Consultation Question 40:

No

Please expand on your answer:

An officiant should be held responsible for their track record , e.g. Complaints of low
standards, indignities, corruption episodes, received by an indépendant ombudsman.
This should be maintained by yearly interview.

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Again provided that standards are set by a consultancy group of the 5 or 6 main faiths

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No



Please expand on your answer:

The ceremony must contain an expression of consent. Otherwise it is meaningless.

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Okay.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Fine.

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

The main thing is that there must be full freedom for relions officiants to decline to
Officiate at, eg same sex marriages where that conflicts with the officiant's religious beliefs.

Consultation Question 46:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

People must decide what they want, to began n with.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No. This is a social and community commitment.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This allows the degradation of or devaluation of marriage and reduces the ceremony
of life's second most important relationship and a fundamental a building block of society to what might become something utterly whimsical and
ephemeral.
You legal folks have no idea what you are playing with do you ?
You are born into the most individualistic society the world has ever known, with no
concept of the value of community, or the checks, balances or fine web of trust that hold
society and civilisation together.
Because legal representation requires no presumption of right and wrong, you tend to lose any grasp of basic right and wrong yourselves.
Secular society may confer freedoms , but it should not abdicate responsibilities. In
handing over the freedom to lawyers to socially engineer marriage it is allowing ethical 'children ' to undermine its fundamental structures and strengths.
Allowing marriage to take place outside public ( licensed ) premises is exactly the sort of
'vanity' I would expect from amoral people, folk who haven't a clue what holds society together, people to whom nothing is sacred, and anything goes -
the metropolitan London elite. Sorry to rant, but it is the truth.

Please share your views below:



Wedding venues must be licensed by local or central government, and should
remain within the property licensed, either in the roofed building or in reasonable weather ( not rainy or blustery conditions ) in a garden dedicated to
these ceremonies.
Outdoors or indoors must be at the discretion of the officiant who will be charged with
maintaining the dignity and seriousness of the institution of marriage.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Your proposals are unacceptable to anyone who is humble enough to grasp that there is something greater than the happiness of the individual.
Society is in danger of being de-structured into a weak sort of ephemeral relationship
-soup, and you ( and the last few governments ) play with it at your peril.
Your arrogant view seems to be that ' Anything goes as long as it makes you happy '.
The public must always have access to weddings . Otherwise the concept of weddings becomes meaningless.

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

No

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Beware of giving non-believers legal scope to insist on being married by a religious group
incontradiction to the sacred beliefs of that group.
Please allow religious groups to hold their sacred beliefs within their own teachings.
The pitfalls of same-sex marriage and whole the sorry chaos of gender and identity
politics should show you where departure from traditional majority faith principles and teachings will lead us -- an Alice in Wonderland tops turvey unreal
world .

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Licenced premises only should be allowed. The principle should be to uphold the gravity
value and dignity of marriage. You play with that at your peril.

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Safety and dignity should be defined and agreed by the 5 or 6 main faith groups working together as a central advisory body.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Safety and dignity should be defined and agreed by the 5 or 6 main faith groups working together as a central advisory body.

Consultation Question 53:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Venues must be licenced by government or local authority.
These questions are beginning to repeat themselves !

Please share your views below:

Venues must be licenced by government or local authority, to preserve pre agreed standards of dignity and gravity with a consultationgroup including the
5 or 6 main faiths.
These questions are beginning to repeat themselves



Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

These are all useful.

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Ones own language should serve.

Consultation Question 56:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Tradition writing should continue to suffice. Electronic recording is less reliable.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Rules are to be observed.

No

Please expand on your answer:

Rules must be observed.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No comment nec.

Consultation Question 59:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A requirement for cohabitation for a certain period should be included, and within a certain time after the ceremony, to be agreed by a consultation
group of the 5 or 6 major
national faith groups.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

People should learn to take responsibility for negligence as well as their actions.

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



If this means that lack of consent can nullify the validity of a marriage, then no
time limit should be required to challenge that validity.

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The seriousness and dignity of marriage must be upheld, for the sake of all concerned and society in general.

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

No views.

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Common sense.

Consultation Question 64:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Don't understand the scope of the question

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Provision for an extension might also be included.

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Good common sense.

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Emergencies bring their own (limited ) requirements - on humanitarian grounds.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Pragmatic

No

Please expand on your answer:

If you allow that you allow all fraud corruption, sham marriage and make a mockery
Of the whole system. Are you mad ?

Consultation Question 68:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Think dignity lad, think gravity, think social responsibility think society's needs as a priority for once. The individual must be subordinated to the general
good, including that of children.
As mentioned above, many times, venues which enhance gravitas are to be licenced and stuck to for the ceremony.

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Think dignity lad, think gravity, think social responsibility think society's needs as a priority for once. The individual must be subordinated to the general
good, including that of children.
As mentioned above, many times, venues which enhance gravitas are to be licenced and stuck to for the ceremony.

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Think dignity lad, think gravity, think social responsibility think society's needs as a priority for once. The individual must be subordinated to the general
good, including that of children.
As mentioned above, many times, venues which enhance gravitas are to be licenced cand stuck to for the ceremony.

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As above, for the last few ridiculous questions.

Consultation Question 72:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As above. People should learn self control.

No

Please expand on your answer:

licenced land enues only. .

No

Please expand on your answer:

licenced land venues only.

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

licenced land venues only

Consultation Question 74:

No

Please expand on your answer:

licenced land venues only.

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Common sense.

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Sounds humane.

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Practical.

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Common sense.

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Common sense.

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Common sense.

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As above.

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Good common sense.

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Expenses should be met.

Consultation Question 84:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Sensible.

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Marriage should be viewed as a high status valued sought-for situation to be earned .
Not too difficult to be attained but not something to slip in and out of effortlessly.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Costs are not prohibitive in any way.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Your proposals to deregulate marriage and wedding venues are largely negative and detrimental to this valuable worldwide institution.
Beware of tampering lightly with social matters. You may do great harm to us and our descendants. They will not thank you for it.
Proposals for tightening up are generally sound common sense.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Your proposals on costa are largely sensible.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

My comments on the previous excessive 86 questions already cover this.
Your watch words are to be dignity, gravitas, and community requirements.

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Central government needs some overall supervision of local authorities.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No comment.

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Beware deregulation and devaluation

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Your deregulation risks destricturing society further.

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Forget maritime marriage. It is unnecessary.



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Marriage is the Important thing here. Not maritime profits for heavens' sake.

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

No comment
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

It has made weddings less attractive to some because many people associate weddings with big gatherings and celebrations.
However, those who see marriage as a life long commitment born out of a mutual love, have not seen the restrictions as a barrier.



Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The requirement does support making it harder for fraudulent marriages to occur. Sham marriages or where one party is defrauding the other must be
difficult as the consequences are severe.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

as long as there is a document check prior to marriage the safe guards are in place.

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

This gives enough time if there is an issue for the couple to resolve.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

This seems sensible but does make the question of how would suspicions be raised if no in person meeting is held.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

These circumstances should be exceptional to avoid fraudulent behaviour.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

It should only be exceptional circumstances where the first officiant is unable t carry out the service.

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:



This should be a matter for the churches discretion and not a legal rule.

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

It should be published in the parishes of the two people as well. this is a protection to avoid fraud.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

I agree with both.

the first to check the validaty of the couple and the second to provide advice on marriage and to ensure the couple are not being coerced or part of a
marriage of convenience.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

They should do so.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage for Christian believers needs to be protected. By removing this it would discriminate against Christians. People should have a freedom of
expression of their faith and this would remove an important aspect.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

They should have the freedom to officiate at civil and faith based marriages as their conscience allows. To ban them from officiating at non-civil weddings
discriminates against those would would want to.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a Religious relationship whereas civil partnerships are already available for those who do profess a faith in God.

Please share your views below:

The issue is that you will open a floodgate of organisations claiming a belief system such as Jedi etc. this will make marriage and civil partnerships
meaningless and without value. Why change the seriousness of a life long commitment?

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The first barrier of 20 people is tiny and would allow for abuse of the system. It will undermine the seriousness of marriage/civil partnerships as the
second point is near impossible to evaluate.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

This is a dangerous move because Christians and other faiths who believe that marriage is between a man and woman only would be barred from
conducting marriages as public policy is to allow same sex marriages. This will lead to the UK being a country where those with a faith in the major
religions being discriminated against. This is already happening and will accelerate further. A belief in the Bible will no longer be tolerated by an
increasingly environment where to have faith is against public policy.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Yes as long as the office is one where appropriate study has been undertaken.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This will lead to a US style Las Vegas marriage industry which will cause harm to participants and the wider value given to this life long commitment.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There should be legal requirements that need to be met in terms of capability.

Consultation Question 31:

No

Please expand on your answer:

These requirements are very low and would allow the commercialisation of weddings without the benefit to those being married. This would mean those
conducting weddings would no longer take it serious and in service to the couple.

Consultation Question 32:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

All wedding charges should go to the organisation and not the individual. The individual should not be paid more or receive any bonus for the quantity of
weddings held.

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

To avoid the exploitation of couples fees must be capped. This will ensure that those officiating do so for the benefit of the couple and not for
themselves. There is no need to exploit couples further as so much of the wedding industry already does. For example if you book a lunch you get
charged one price and for a wedding much more.

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

However, I still disagree with the exploitation of couples by "independent" officiates.

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

They will do if the driver is not financial.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

However, these must respect the faith based weddings and their ability to include their beliefs in the ceremony. This guidance should not water down the
fact that this is a solemn and life long commitment.

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

By allowing independent officiants we will end up with a US style free for all and this will be a disaster in the short and long term. It will be very hard to
undo.

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Other

Please expand on your answer:



This minimum requirement will not ensure that the solemness and joy of marriage is protected. Lowering the bar to those officiating in this way will lead
to an increase in divorce and the problems this generates in the wider society.

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I agree with all parts except 1.b which should be kept to remind the couple of the seriousness of lying about this aspect.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This should be subject the officiant being in agreement. They should have the ability not to agree to changes to the ceremony normally conducted bu
their organisation. The couple have the choice to ask another officiant. This will ensure extreme requests or proposals which go against the organisations
values are not forced onto an organisation.

Consultation Question 44:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Why have you singled out three religious groups and not others? Surely this is a form of discrimination? You haven't mention Muslims, Hindus, Sikhs?
Why?

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

The content should be allowed when not mocking or bringing the religious service into disrepute.

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Why would you stop this? What benefit is it to ban people of faith in this way? It feels like discrimination.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There should always been public access to avoid coercion or sham marriages.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Places should still be licensed but the rules around this need revision e.g. to allow for outdoor weddings.

in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:



The last two do not allow public access and will lead to sham weddings and coercion increasing.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Same issues as answer 48.

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Without protection religious buildings will be prevented from protecting their beliefs and values. There are plenty of buildings which could apply for a
licence and so this would unduly discriminate against faith organisations.

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A venue should be licensed to avoid the exploitation of a couple by unscrupulous officiants.

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Locations should be licensed to hold weddings and ensure that these are appropriate.

Please share your views below:

The General Registrar Office.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Item 1 I agree with but item 2 and 3 are basic requirements and need to be done to avoid fraud.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Cohabitation should be a fundamental requirement of being married.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

None

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This dilutes the process and will lead to inconsistency and increased fraud.

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

All of this allows for sham weddings and devalues the process. Couples have an option to wait for non emergency times. COVID has shown this and not
prevented couples from getting married even in the extreme circumstances.

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is too extreme and allows for any rule to be imposed without due regard for the law.

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This denies public access.

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This will be open to abuse.

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

As question 69.

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As item 69.

Consultation Question 72:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:



It is not a question of demand but respecting the solemness and value of weddings. This just commercialises them for the financial benefit of others.

Consultation Question 74:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Why make exceptions. The answer of as reasonably soon is wooly at best and open to fraud at worse.

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(2) there should be no fee.

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

The issue is not the number of marriages but the rising divorce rate. None of the proposals deal with this.
Access to get married is already easy. The only real impediment being the requirement to have footings. Allowing weddings in the grounds should be
allowed as long as they are licence properly.
Opening up the wedding industry to officiate will lead to rising costs and a US style free for all.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

The costs are low compared to all the other costs charged to couples from cakes, dresses, meals etc. But couples can opt for low costs by not being pulled
into the wider commercialisation of weddings outside of the ceremony which is by far the cheapest aspect.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

None of these proposals will save couples money and are likely to lead to an increase exploitation as can be seen by the other aspects of the wedding
industry.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

1. Premises should be licence to avoid the drive thru weddings of the US.
2. I have not seen any evidence from our church members that this has been a barrier to them getting married.
3. Licensed premises should have the option for others to use them to officiate in. However, protection for religious beliefs must be maintained to avoid
those organisations being forced to accept weddings being officiated against their values and beliefs. Therefore, it should be discretionary and not
compulsory.
4. This will be the main issue and the wedding industry will make money doing this as they have done in the other aspects of weddings. the costs are not
reducing but increasing and couples are exploited as soon as they mention the service being offered is for a wedding rather than some other celebration
like a birthday.

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

To prevent fraud, only residents should be married in their location. Opening up the UK to international weddings lowers the value of weddings to a
money making exercise only.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

To prevent fraud, only residents should be married in their location. Opening up the UK to international weddings lowers the value of weddings to a
money making exercise only.

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Marriage is not an industry to be exploited. The whole proposition within this consultation starts with this erroneous premise.



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

Wedding ceremonies should only be charged based on the cost and should be not for profit. Any else devalues marriage to just another way of exploiting
couples.
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Not Answered
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Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This proposal is too vague. What constitutes “dignity and solemnity” requires explanation and strict guidance for officiants. Also no mention is made of
the “dignity and solemnity of the place of the ceremony. In fact no mention is made here of what constitutes a “place” at all. Are such events as “undersea
weddings” for example to be allowed. What about shopping malls or fast food outlets?Most people would surely consider many such venues to be totally
unsuitable places for a marriage ceremony. If venues are not defined and limited officiants may be faced with disputes over the extent of their
responsibilities.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The guidance needs to be extensive and in some aspects quite definitive. See response to Q 35

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This proposal is totally unacceptable.
The words of both religious and civil ceremonies have been developed over many years- even many centuries. This is because marriage has always been
viewed as a very important pillar of society. It concerns far more than the two persons who are to be married. The words require that the participants
recognise the solemnity of what they are doing: making a permanent, lifelong and exclusive commitment to each other and, very importantly, to any
children of the marriage

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As in my answer to Q 43, this proposal ignores the societal and public aspects of marriage. Ceremonies must follow the rules and be open to challenge if
the need arises. There are very good reasons why secret marriages are frowned upon. Who is to protect the rights of anyone who is being coerced into
the marriage?

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See earlier answers: how can the term “anywhere” possibly preserve the “dignity and solemnity” of marriage? There must be definitions and in some
cases prohibitions.

in the air, and/or

Please share your views below:



This particular example is simply the most egregious example of the disregard for dignity and solemnity.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I think the locations need to be defined and limited by law.

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

How is this to be achieved if wedding ceremonies can take place “anywhere” with the form of words chosen at random by the participants?

No

Please expand on your answer:

“Guidance” is insufficient. See Q 51.

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:
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Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?
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What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Such a requirement seems to serve no important purpose.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I seems unnecessary to give notice by personal presence, but an in-person interview at a later date would be an important safeguard against forced or
'convenience' marriages.

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

I suggest two weeks. This would provide a balance between providing time for a Register Office check on any details that appear to need investigation,
and a possible need to hold the marriage ceremony prior to the absence of either party (e.g. a military posting abroad).
However, the official Registrar should have authority to significantly reduce this period in the case of either party having an advanced terminal illness.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

The interviews should remain face-to-face in a Register Office, as an on-line interview would make it significantly easier for a person to be coerced into
saying the 'right' things. The interviewer could never know who or waht was the other side of the screen our of view. Also, an interview conducted in, say,
a private house would make it easier for a victim to feel psychologically coerced.

Also, it would be an important safeguard against coercion or deception if the two parties were first interviewed separately, and then together.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

It seems relatively unimportant where the notice is sent from, if the interview is retained face-to-face in a Registe Office.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The 'risk of harm' consideration would be important where there is violent and potentially dangerous opposition from family or community, e.g. someone
from an ultra-conservative religious group marrying outside that religion.

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Such a time period is very generous, and so could perhaps be halved?

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This would guard against vagueness about the officiant, who is a legally vital part of the ceremony.

Consultation Question 12:

Other

Please expand on your answer:



Yes, provided that the Reister Office is informed and agreeable to the replacement officient, PRIOR to the wedding.

However, as most weddings take place on a Saturday, or even a Sunday, this would require some emergency cover to be provided by the Registry Service
at weekends (although possibly at some regional centre rathe than at every Registry Office).

Please share your views below:

Yes, with the proviso above.

Consultation Question 13:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I am not sufficiently familiar with these rules to be able to comment.

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

It is probably better to standardise all publications of forthcoming weddings; i.e. by the Register Office. Anglican churches could still retain their current
publiction of banns.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

1. Yes
2. Yes

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

This seems a reasonable requirement.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Provided that the clergy involved are properly trained to satisfy all the legal (civil) requirements, - which should be part of their ministerial training.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There seems to me to be no requirement for, or value in, such a restriction. One of the objects of updating the Marriage Laws is to dispose of 
unnecessary restrictions, but this proposal seems to be travelling in the opposite direction. 
 
Many non-Anglican churches, especially smaller ones, do not have an Authorised Person because their frequency of weddings is low. The above proposal 
would unfairly discriminate aginst them, and also would deny marriage candidates the option of a church (or other religious place) wedding, unless they 
also had a civil wedding separately at the Register Office.



 
If smaller churches, perhaps lacking a trained full-time minister, had to appoint an Authorised Person merely to get passed this proposed situation, such
a person might not be best able to ensure the full legality of the ceremony. 
 
It is therefore betterto leave the present arrangement as it is - that registration officers can officiate at religious wedding ceremonies.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

With the proviso that they are properly trained to act as officiants, either as a distinct part of their ministerial training, or separately under the Register
Office.

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Although many smaller churches may well not wish to involve in legal marriages, and conduct only 'marriage blessings' following civil weddings.

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

The list of organisations should be restricted to those pulishing a clearly defined worldview of their beliefs and its consequences, and should exclude any
that incite violence, rebellion, sexual or other exploitation, etc.

This will exclude such organisations as sports and c ulture clubs, etc.

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This seems a reasonable lower cut-off figure.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

'Contrary to public policy or morality' is dangerously vague and shifting; it does not refer to any clearly defined entity, and so should not appear in any
legislation.

The term 'unlawful' has a firm definition and so is objective, referring to such as violence or terorism, etc., and so is valid to use in legislation.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

As someone nominated by office would need to be a properly trained individual, there would be no practical difference between such a person and a
'named individual'. It is therefore probably better to simply stick to named individuals, and let the organisations concerned sort out whether that be
solely, or also, an oficial of their organisation.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Having independent officiants would loosen the official Register Office's control of wedding ceremonies. Other than the Anglican and other belief
organisations officiants, all officiants are best under the control of the Register Office.

The introduction of independent officiants would inevitably open the door to commercialism of officiants, who would, effectively, be hired by the wedding
organisers and thus be expected to agree to all sorts of potentially outlandish ceremonies, which would degrade the solemnity and legal importance of
weddings, contrary to government (and mainstream society) intentions and wishes.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

With the definition of 'fit and proper' including such qualities as mentally competent, law-abiding, socially responsible, etc.

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Unlimited ability to charge high fees would inevitably encourage commercialism and a distorted motive for officiants. There should be a cap of charging
for their time (a maximum hourly rate), and a requirement to submit documentary evidence for remuneration of expenses incurred, with complete
financial accounts having to be susequently submitted to the Register Office. This would guard against corruption.

Consultation Question 34:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Such multiple authorisations would seem to be rather an over-kill, but possibly not harmful.

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This must be a central pillar of an officiant's responsibilities. The importance to society of this aspect promotes the need for officiants to be uner the
official umbrella of the Register Office or an approved group or organisation, rather than free-lancing.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Although a marriage ceremony should reflect as far as reasonably possible the personalities and affiliations of the wedding couple, it is also a legally
established partnership forming a distinct and valid part of open society, and therefore should be conducted in a way that properly and openly accords
with national law.

Consultation Question 37:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But the General Register Office should have, and from time to time use, powers of investigation and checking to ensure proper conduct and discharge of
legal duties. This might take the form of on-going refresher courses and examination, similar to the renewal of DBS status and driving licenses for elderly
people.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

An on-going monitoring of officiants renders a time limit redundant, although possibly mandatory refresher courses and authorisation confirmation
would be a safeguard of high standards.

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A legally recognised marriage must, inevitably, fit into national law. It is axiomatic in any coherently run nation that the law applies equally to all citizens,
and should be seen to be fully and equally applied. In the case of marriage vows and marital consent this is most clearly, if not uniquely, achieved by the
universal use of clear and simple Prescribed Words as the indespensible legal core of the marriage ceremony. Merely using some informal indication of
assent, oral or otherwise, falls very far short of this objective standard, and would make the commitment to marriage very much more casual.

There is value in such prescribed words affirming that there is no impediment to the marriage, even though this has been declared in the preliminaries,
as it would now be stated publicly.

The inclusion of this legal core of prescribed words would not preclude the rest of the ceremony from being taylored to accord with the personalities and
affiliations of the wedding couple. If the remainder of the ceremony were such that the inclusion of the prescribed words did not fit, then this would
clearly be an indication of somehing inappropriate in the wider ceremony.

It would be good for the marriage document (Schedule) to contain a signed declaration of each party's consent to marriage, as a permanent written
record for the Register Office, as well as the assent being made orally within the ceremony.

Consultation Question 43:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Although it is reasonable for the marriage ceremony to be personalised to the couple's personalities, tastes and affiliations, this should be done in a place
and a manner that reflects the seriousness (to society and the family) of the mariage commitment. Leaving the whole matter entirely to the couple and
the officiant is too subjective and, in the case of independent officiants (if they are created), would open the door to commercialism and theatrical
displays. The inclusion of legal Prescribed Words should establish some solemnity to the event. It should be inumbent upon the officiant to ensure a
reasonable level of seriousness.

The matter of suitability of venue is also important - dealt with by Question 48.



Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Provided that they contain the core legal prescribed words, and the the signing of the schedule with its declarations of consent.

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This permission would remove an unnecessary straight jacket.

Please share your views below:

Trying to be too specific on what is allowed could end up as a maze of regulations. Although the requirement of remaining identifiably a civil wedding is
rather subjective, provided the civil requirements are all fully met and the ceremony's fundamental civil nature is declared by the officiant, it is perhaps
most practical to leave any religious expressions as fairly free.

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Provided the civil ceremony has been fully completed and finalised, a follow-on informal religious ceremony should be regarded as a separate and
independent event.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is an integral and important part of society, establishing a defined basis for family life which is the most fundamental building block of society.
The marriage ceremony is therefore more than just a private affair, which friends and acquaintances other than specially invited guests often attend,
especially in the case of church weddings. The current 'open doors' requirement is therefore justifiable and healthy and worthy of retention, and will
reflect the importance of marriage to people other than just the wedding couple.

The open doors requirement is also an extra safeguard against illegalities such as bigamy and forced marriage.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There are advantages in widening the rules on pemitted venues, but checks are desirable to ensure that a venue does not detract from the seriousness of
marriage commitment, nor that it excludes the 'open doors' facility.

Apart from church buildings and other venues currently registered as suitable, a 'one off' license for a particular venue for a marriage ceremony could,
perhaps, be granted by the relevant Register Office, provided that they judged the venue to be suitable. An obvious example is an application by a church
who meet regularly in a hired community or school hall to hold a marriage ceremony there, with either their own officiant or a civil registrar in
attendance.

Please share your views below:

There seems to me to be no particular reason why a marriage ceremony has to take place indoors, provided, as ever, that the outdoor location is suitable
acording to the criteria expressed above. A suitable outdoor venue could perhaps become permanently registered as in the case of buildings, or perhaps
be granted a 'one-off' licence for a specific occasion.

To conduct the ceremony on waters, in the air, or in private homes privatises the event and contravenes the desirable open doors principle. Such venues
would seem to trivialise the marriage ceremony, and would better be the venues for the post-marriage celebration.

Consultation Question 49:

Other



Please expand on your answer:

There is a tension here between the open door principle of marriage ceremonies, and the normal accessibility of a location used for a civil wedding, as
most such venues are private buildings such as hotels to which the public does not have unrestricted access. The only solution would seem to be that
'open doors' legally applies for public access during just the official marriage ceremony, i.e. until the legal civil part of the ceremony is concluded.

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

No

Please expand on your answer:

The stated thrust of the Law Commission proposals is that the main focus of the official legal aspects of a marriage ceremony should move from the
buildings to the officiants. The restrictions described above would be moving in a contrary direction.

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Although the officiant's opinion cannot be regarded as irrelevant, to leave this decision to just the officiant is too subjective, narrowly based, and informal.
The venue's suitability should be officially assessed by the Register Office. To save expense, this could perhaps not necessitate a site visit, provided that
sufficient pictorial and descriptive evidence be submitted to support an application for a (perhaps 'one-off'?) venue approval.

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If the officiant is not satisfied on these two (or any other) issues, then he/she must be able to report this to the Register Office for official refusal of the
venue.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Criteria should not only ensure dignity and seriousness of the marriage ceremony, they should be standard across England and Wales, which requires the
General Register Office to be the source of the guidance.

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This would lessen the task of venue arrangement.

Please share your views below:

Venue owners (hoteliers, community hall managements, school authorities, etc.) should be able to apply to the local Register Office for their venue to be
inspected for suitability and registered as such, if approved.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There is no valid reason why such information should not be stated, and such data is vital for family tree construction at a later date.

Consultation Question 55:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This would be okay, but many people would still value a hard copy of the documentation.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Mistakes in the issuance of the schedule/mariage document should be rectified without impairment to the marriage.

The absence of witnesses, or failure to sign, or failure to register, are all blatant failures of the ceremony, so to nevertheless count the marriage ceremony
valid would be making a mockery of the requirements. Such a 'marriage' should be declared void, and the couple should be offered a civil ceremony at
the Register Office to remedy the situation and correctly establish the marriage.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If the couple wish to be married, and so be correctly considered to be married, they have the option to apply for a marriage ceremony of their choice.
Genuine marriage must not be confused with mere assumption.

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

In the case of a forced marriage of a young girl, the victime may still be too young and immature three years on to assert sufficient independence to apply
for such nullity.

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Such people are obviously not able to conform to the normal requirements regarding venue, and possibly not time in the case of the terminally ill. Special
dispensation to overcome their specific problems should be granted on compassionate and humanitarian grounds.

Consultation Question 63:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I am uncertain of the mechanics involved here, but provided all necessary checks and balanced are in place, simplification and unification are desirable.

Consultation Question 65:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Uncertain.

Consultation Question 66:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Uncertain.

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Item 1 is desirable.
Any marriage ceremony taking place under the conditions described in items 2, 3 and 4 would seem to be rather meaningless in real marriage terms. It
would be better to await a more favourable opportunity for the marriage ceremony.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I have not been able to properly understand this question.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This would act contra the open doors principle. The couple would be free to hold their post-marriage celebrations at sea, or perhaps an unofficial
wedding ceremony after completing a (civil) ceremony on land in the normal way.

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As above.

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Answer as above.

Consultation Question 71:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If such weddings become legal.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If such weddings become legal.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If such weddings become legal.

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

There will always be a few people who seek an unusual wedding ceremony, but the cost of a maritime wedding will prohibit the majority of people from
pursuing one.

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If such weddings become legal.

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Usually housebound or detained people are in a poor financial state, and so on compassionate and humanitarian grounds they should be treated the
same as terminally ill people by charging a reduced fee.

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Perhaps there could be a discretionary clause that would allow the registration officer to waive the fee in exceptional circumstances.

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

I do not consider that the present laws actively discourage marriage, but the slightly wider laws proposed might well encourage people to commit to
fomal marriage.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YF3W-E

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-30 23:45:35

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

I believe it should be longer. This would be no obstacle to a genuine marriage

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

An in-person interview is essential to ascertain whether the relationship is genuine

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Disagree

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Your question is unclear. What is "the schedule"?

Consultation Question 11:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Please see reply to previous question

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Agree with the proposals

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Agree

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a legal and/or religious status. A marriage ceremony can only be conducted by a religious officiant or a representative of the state.

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Only religious officiants or the state can perform marriage ceremonies

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:



Please share your views below:

It is extraordinary to suggest that the government should be able to control any religious belief

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Only officiants of a recognised religion or of the state should be authorised to conduct marriage ceremonies

Consultation Question 30:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is not for the state to decide whether a priest/vicar/rabbi/imam is a "fit and proper " person

Consultation Question 31:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I disagree with the concept of an "independent officiant".

Consultation Question 32:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

This question shows what a complete muddle this process is

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

There is no need or clamouring in society for "independent officiants"

Consultation Question 40:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:



No

Please expand on your answer:

in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:



No

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

The current law neither encourages nor discourages marriage.
The Commission's proposals are unnecessary and are detrimental to the dignity and status of marriage.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YF3T-B

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-31 06:50:06

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

N/a

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I strongly agree with this proposal, and urge the Law Commission to ensure that everything possible is done to avoid any hint of trivialising the marriage
ceremony. It would be useful to define both 'dignity' and 'solemnity' in order to avoid diluting the marriage ceremony in any way.



Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If I have understood the proposal accurately, it seems that either or both parties need not be present at the ceremony. I strongly disagree with this
possibility, and would seek to ensure that the dignity and solemnity of the ceremony be maintained at all costs.

I believe that making public statements of commitment using set and mandatory formulations of words maintain the essential seriousness of the
marriage vows - it would trivialise the ceremony if the couple were to be able to choose their own words, or even none at all. These statements would
form the basis of the ceremony, to which, even under presents regulations, the couple may add their own words.

These safeguards would, I believe, maintain the status of the ceremony as a public declaration of a mutual commitment which has wider social
implications, not simply as a 'private' matter.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This creates the greatest danger of trivialising the wedding ceremony, with couples allowed to introduce idiosyncratic themes from Star Wars to Harry
Potter, as has, apparently, already happened in several cases.

A wedding is not only a personal matter - it is a public declaration of a relationship which has profound implications for society and even for the state.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Apart from the danger of making it easier to create forced marriages, which is still an issue in our society, the 'open doors' requirement emphasises the
public nature of wedding commitments - it is not just a private matter, but marriage takes place within the context of wider society.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Whilst accepting that a wider choice of venues may be acceptable, the venue should be consonant with the dignity and solemnity of the wedding
ceremony. 'Anywhere' is far too vague!

outdoors,, on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

So long as it is possible for the 'open doors' policy to be maintained, and for the venue to be consonant with the dignity and solemnity of the wedding
ceremony, there is no reason for a ceremony not to be conducted 'outdoors'. However, the other three are in great danger of not only trivialising the
proceedings, but also of excluding a wider audience from attending, again, allowing for the possibility of forced marriages.

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

In order to avoid trivialising the ceremony, 'safe' and 'dignified' ought to be clearly defined, and exclusions made clear. 'Unofficial' ceremonies have been
held in all types of bizarre venues, and for these to be allowed 'officially' would be a travesty.

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YF3U-C

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-31 07:31:02

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

One couple I know changed all their plans in order to be able to marry safely and within the regulations. Their (church) wedding was live streamed to
family and friends around the globe.

Another couple (who have been living together for some time) postponed their plans so that they could have a big event at a later date. After several
postponements, they have reconsidered and have now decided to hold a small ceremony in order to be legally married.



Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This seems to add an unnecessary layer of bureaucracy.

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is solemn and binding. An officiant with a legal obligation can be counted on to reinforce that.

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is part of the job description. In biblical terms, marriage is a picture of Christ and the church; ministers of the church therefore have an obligation to
support marriage.

Consultation Question 23:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This should depend on how the organisation in question views marriage. In UK law, marriage is still a solemn and binding contract between two
individuals. No organisation holding otherwise has any place officiating at weddings.

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

What if the 'wedding service or sincerely held belief about marriage' undermines the definition of marriage in UK law?

Consultation Question 26:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I agree, but think officiants should have a wider duty to ensure that the ceremony also upholds the dignity and solemnity of marriage. It should also be
clarified what is meant by that description.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A public declaration is an important and extremely brief step at the beginning of a lifelong commitment.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is not a solely individual matter. It has societal implications. Anecdotal evidence strongly suggests that marriages that begin with themed
weddings 'according to the form and ceremony chosen by the parties' have a tendency to be short-lived. It places additional pressure on the officiant if it
is up to them to agree or disagree, and few will disagree.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There are circumstances in which a civil ceremony is necessary to obtain legal permissions for a couple, yet the couple believes that marriage is
something to be conducted with reference to God.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a public institution and should not take place behind closed doors. The law should be seen to be enacted. Additionally, 'open doors' confers
protection on potential victims of forced marriage.



Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A wedding is not simply an excuse for a party. It is a public contracting. It should therefore take place in a place that is both accessible and dignified; a
place that allows the focus to be on the commitment that the couple are making.

Please share your views below:

Limits should be placed to prevent weddings that avoid the 'open doors' policy by being practically inaccessible (e.g. in a private home or on a boat).

We have heard of underwater weddings, cliff-face weddings and sky-diving weddings - in none of these circumstances is it credible that the couple and
their witnesses are focused on the solemnity of the binding contract into which they are entering.

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

These terms need to be defined.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YF3S-A

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-31 09:57:02

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

none

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It is important official officers officiate, otherwise open wide to anyone, of any motive and price.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

one registration officer should be enough to oversee the legalities but more may be needed for practicalities

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



No vicars are important as they often give marriage preparation, so know the couple. Clerks in holy orders dont necessarily

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Religious will nominate officiants in line with their religious beliefs, as expected, which is OK and important to the couple.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is wide open to abuse - touting for business?

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If this means arranged marriages are srutinied then very good

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes important that there is a proper legal format

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Each ceremony needs public access as it is transparent to the community. Very important such a ceremony can never be secretive

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I think weddings need to have a measure of accountability, why do they need to take place ANYWHERE? and easy access to anyone to find (forced
marriages?)

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YF3Q-8

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-31 10:06:37

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

A dear friend of mine was diagnosed with terminal cancer in April, and wanted to marry her long term partner as soon as she could. The registry offices 
were less than helpful and it actually took the intervention of her local MP so that she could get married. She eventually got married in August and passed



at the end of September. It should be possible to arrange a wedding at much shorter notice in such circumstances, regardless of pandemics and
lockdowns. 
 
I was unable to attend the ceremony but could follow it via a broadcast link, which was excellent.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

three days;

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

I think this is a good idea

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As currently the Kingdom is still United I fail to see why this should be considered. Should Scotland, NI or Wales leave the United Kingdom then it
becomes relevant.

Consultation Question 14:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes I think this is a good idea

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes I think this is a good idea

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:

I have long held the belief that the same rules should apply to all weddings regardless of where they take place

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I believe the same rules should apply to all weddings

Consultation Question 21:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I like the double officiant procedure

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I believe that all ministers of religion, whether they are Christian, Muslim, Hindu or whatever should be recognised as officiants.

Consultation Question 23:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I believe these organisations should act as register-holders only

Consultation Question 24:

No



Please expand on your answer:

There ought to be a place for completely non-religious weddings and officiants

Please share your views below:

No as this will rapidly become outdated

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Agreed

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

I can see this working where moderators and such are appointed on an annual or other periodic basis

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Given the track record of religious organisations recently, I'd much rather it be done by an independent organisation

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I fail to see how else it could be done to be honest, how do you expect officiants to be fairly recompensed for their time unless it is by using normal
business models?

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I believe that there should be nationally agreed fees set and reviewed annually. This would help with the previous question too.

Consultation Question 34:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes but how that dignity and solemnity is expressed should vary according to the wishes of the couple involved!

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See one of my answers above. I prefer that registration and monitoring of officiants be in the hands of an independent organisation

Consultation Question 38:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See my above answer regarding an independent organisation for this

Consultation Question 39:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See my above answer on this.

Consultation Question 40:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I believe that officiant registration should be for a defined time period and they should have to re-apply

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

That would be facilitated by my answer to Q40

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This has been needed for some time but I really don't see the need these days to distinguish between civil and religious weddings

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

in the air, and/or

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

No

Please expand on your answer:

What is "dignified"?

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

1. The same organisation that certifies and registers officiants
2. I have no views on that

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Dates are important as is location. Why do you need to know who their parents are? I know genealogists and family historians like that, but what practical
purpose does it serve?

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

2. A marriage needs witnesses.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Terminal illness cases need to be expedited as this year has shown.

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

It's not something I've ever come across personally except in works of fiction!

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is direct discrimination against people with disabilities

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Either would be acceptable

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YFZ9-Q

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-31 10:17:08

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Private individual

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Parties should be physically present at the wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The wedding should reflect the seriousness of the marriage ceremony.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Locations should reflect the seriousness of the marriage ceremony.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YF3R-9

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-31 10:31:53

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

 Free Church

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

N/A

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I am married in theyes of the law and of God

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A



Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

There were no legal barriers to my Christian marriage

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

N/A

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage should be taken seriously, and this is not an unreasonable requirement. It is also a safeguard against forced marriage.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

The seriousness with which the marriage commitment should be treated should allow for at least a month for consideration.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

In person interviews are vital to protect the vulverable from coercion.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

That seems reasonable.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Access to information is a good safeguard against coercion.

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

I disagree with this provision, because substitution on grounds other than unavailability of the original officant would suggest an alterior motive.

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

We are a United Kingdom

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

I think they should. There is a greater likelihood that the couple to be married will be known in the church where they marry.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

The power to call for documentary evidence would be helpful where there are any suspicions of coercion.
I don't see that a requirement to meet each of thecouple separately is necessary, but I think clergy should have the right to request such meetings if they
feel it is necessary.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

i think that is a good idea, given the seriousness of the commitment being made.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

If it ain't broke...

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Anything less than that would open the door to abuse.

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Registration officers have a full understanding of the legal requirements for a wedding. It is helpful forsmall churches such as the one I attend to be able
to call on their services rather than have their own authorised person. Surely it is best to have both options available.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

I think there should be such a list to ensure that approved organisations do indeed 'claim to explain humanity’s nature and relationship to the universe,
and to teach its adherents how they are to live their lives in conformity with the understanding associated with the belief system.'

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

A very large number of people, myself included, sincerely believe that marriage should only be between one woman and one man. This has been the
belief of a large proportion of societies throughout most of human history. To disqualify organisations from nominating officants who sincerely hold this
traditional view of marriage would be perverse.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

I think only allowing named individuals is more likely to ensure that those indivduals have training and knowledge of the legal requirements of marriage
and their role in it.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Widening the range of officiants to include independents will inevitably water down the seriousness with which marriage is entered into and open the
door to the trivialisation of marriage, as well as commercialisation of the provision of officiants.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

No

Please expand on your answer:

That should be the responsibility of the General Register Office, who have issued the guidance mentioned above.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There is a very limited agreed wording in the current law where couples say there is no impediment to their marriage and give their consent to the
marriage. I see no reason to change that.



Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There must be a certain agreed legal minimum included in every wedding ceremony if the dignity and solemnity of marriage is to be maintained.

Consultation Question 44:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If there are no legal limitations on who can have an Anglican, Jewish or Quaker wedding there is no legal meaning to being an Anglican, a Jew or a Quaker.

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Why not?

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The strength of marriages and families are an important element in the strength of society as a whole, and therefore marriage ceremonies should be
open to members of the public. This is also a safeguard against forced marriage.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Just as criminal cases are given their due seriousness by being held in designated buildings, the same is true of marriage under the law.

Please share your views below:

If the 'Open doors' provision is maintained, it would not be feasible under the last three options above

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This would contravene the 'open doors' policy.

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:



Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YF3K-2

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-31 10:32:35

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Law dhoul not exclude this.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

I have no concerns.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

No

Please expand on your answer:



I can agree with the proposed duty, but say that it
does not go far enough. Officiants should have a wider
responsibility to ensure that the content and tone of the
legal ceremony upholds the dignity and solemnity of
marriage.
• The proposals need to define what is meant by
‘dignity’ and ‘solemnity’. The consultation seems to view
ceremonies taking place “in the air” as being compatible
with these tests, which suggests they are easy standards
to reach.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

• It should not be possible for someone to get 
married without being present at the wedding ceremony. 
Simply signing the marriage schedule is inadequate. 
• Couples would be able to say anything they like or 
nothing at all. This is a major departure from the public 
declarations always considered foundational to the legal 
marriage ceremony. 
• These risks undermining the solemnity of 
the wedding ceremony and denying the seriousness of 
the commitment being made. 
• I can note that there is already a large amount of 
flexibility in the wedding ceremony. The prescribed 
words are minimal and couples can add to them in all 
sorts of ways. 
• It is not very much to ask that some specific phrases 
are used to show that both people freely consent to the



lifetime commitment they are entering into. 
• The idea that a couple should be able to completely 
personalise their ceremony comes from a wrong view of 
marriage. A wedding is not just about the couple. The 
couple enter into a union which is understood by society 
and has been legally defined. So society and the law 
have an interest in the making of a public declaration. The 
logic of a wholly self-defined marriage ceremony is for 
marriage to be decoupled from the law and wider society. 
Marriage would become an entirely private matter, rather 
like a personal hobby.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I would like to reiterate the seriousness and solemnity of a
marriage ceremony. A particular ceremony should not
just be allowed because the couple wants it, but because
it is appropriate for such a significant event.
• The idea that a couple should be able to choose
everything about a wedding ceremony comes from
a wrong view of marriage. A wedding is a public
declaration in which society and the state have an
interest.
• Unofficial wedding ceremonies have included themes
such as Alice in Wonderland, James Bond, Lord of theRings, Game of Thrones, Marvel comics, Beauty and the
Beast, Harry Potter, Star Wars and Flash Gordon. One
had a ‘Woodland Fairy themed ceremony with ponies
dressed as unicorns’ while another couple dressed
as hedgehogs. It is very doubtful that many of these
reflected how seriously marriage should be taken.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

• You can respond that the “open doors” requirement helps
convey the public nature of wedding declarations.
• The open doors requirement was introduced hundreds
of years ago as a protection against forced marriage.
This is still a problem in our society.
• Removing the requirement encourages a false perception
that marriage is a private matter without any public
significance.

Chapter 7: Location



Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There is one response for questions 48 to 52.
• I should reiterate the seriousness and solemnity of a
marriage ceremony. Venues should not simply be allowed
because marrying couples want them, but because
they are appropriate places to hold such a significant
ceremony.
• There are some specific benefits in a wider variety of
venues being allowed (for example churches who do not
own their own building), but you should express caution
that this should not legitimise inappropriate settings.
• Question 48 specifically asks about couples having
ceremonies “in the air”, meaning the safe and dignified
test doesn’t seem too hard to meet. Would weddings
also be allowed in McDonald’s?
• Unofficial wedding ceremonies have taken place in
an S&M dungeon, underwater, and at a Comic Book
convention with a couple dressed as comic book heroes.
It would be completely incompatible with the dignity of
marriage for venues like these to host legal weddings.
• For Question 52, explain that there is a lack of clarity in
how venues would be tested for “dignity” and “safety”.
While the proposals call for guidance from the General
Register Office, the terms are not defined and stringent
safeguards should be proposed.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There is one response for questions 48 to 52.
• I should reiterate the seriousness and solemnity of a
marriage ceremony. Venues should not simply be allowed
because marrying couples want them, but because
they are appropriate places to hold such a significant
ceremony.
• There are some specific benefits in a wider variety of
venues being allowed (for example churches who do not
own their own building), but you should express caution
that this should not legitimise inappropriate settings.
• Question 48 specifically asks about couples having
ceremonies “in the air”, meaning the safe and dignified
test doesn’t seem too hard to meet. Would weddings
also be allowed in McDonald’s?
• Unofficial wedding ceremonies have taken place in
an S&M dungeon, underwater, and at a Comic Book
convention with a couple dressed as comic book heroes.
It would be completely incompatible with the dignity of
marriage for venues like these to host legal weddings.
• For Question 52, explain that there is a lack of clarity in
how venues would be tested for “dignity” and “safety”.
While the proposals call for guidance from the General
Register Office, the terms are not defined and stringent
safeguards should be proposed.

Consultation Question 50:

No

No



No

Please expand on your answer:

There is one response for questions 48 to 52.
• I should reiterate the seriousness and solemnity of a
marriage ceremony. Venues should not simply be allowed
because marrying couples want them, but because
they are appropriate places to hold such a significant
ceremony.
• There are some specific benefits in a wider variety of
venues being allowed (for example churches who do not
own their own building), but you should express caution
that this should not legitimise inappropriate settings.
• Question 48 specifically asks about couples having
ceremonies “in the air”, meaning the safe and dignified
test doesn’t seem too hard to meet. Would weddings
also be allowed in McDonald’s?
• Unofficial wedding ceremonies have taken place in
an S&M dungeon, underwater, and at a Comic Book
convention with a couple dressed as comic book heroes.
It would be completely incompatible with the dignity of
marriage for venues like these to host legal weddings.
• For Question 52, explain that there is a lack of clarity in
how venues would be tested for “dignity” and “safety”.
While the proposals call for guidance from the General
Register Office, the terms are not defined and stringent
safeguards should be proposed.

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There is one response for questions 48 to 52.
• I should reiterate the seriousness and solemnity of a
marriage ceremony. Venues should not simply be allowed
because marrying couples want them, but because
they are appropriate places to hold such a significant
ceremony.
• There are some specific benefits in a wider variety of
venues being allowed (for example churches who do not
own their own building), but you should express caution
that this should not legitimise inappropriate settings.
• Question 48 specifically asks about couples having
ceremonies “in the air”, meaning the safe and dignified
test doesn’t seem too hard to meet. Would weddings
also be allowed in McDonald’s?
• Unofficial wedding ceremonies have taken place in
an S&M dungeon, underwater, and at a Comic Book
convention with a couple dressed as comic book heroes.
It would be completely incompatible with the dignity of
marriage for venues like these to host legal weddings.
• For Question 52, explain that there is a lack of clarity in
how venues would be tested for “dignity” and “safety”.
While the proposals call for guidance from the General
Register Office, the terms are not defined and stringent
safeguards should be proposed.

Consultation Question 52:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There is one response for questions 48 to 52. 
• there is a lack of clarity in 
how venues would be tested for “dignity” and “safety”. 
While the proposals call for guidance from the General



Register Office, the terms are not defined and stringent 
safeguards should be proposed.

No

Please expand on your answer:

• I should reiterate the seriousness and solemnity of a
marriage ceremony. Venues should not simply be allowed
because marrying couples want them, but because
they are appropriate places to hold such a significant
ceremony.
• There are some specific benefits in a wider variety of
venues being allowed (for example churches who do not
own their own building), but you should express caution
that this should not legitimise inappropriate settings

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

I have no concerns

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YF3D-U

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-31 10:33:50

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Agree with the proposed duty but feel it does not go far enough as officiants should have a wider responsibility to ensure that the tone of the legal
ceremony upholds the dignity and solemnity of marriage
Proposals need to be define what is meant by ‘ dignity ‘ and ‘solemnity ‘
The consultation seems to view ceremonies taking place “ in the air” as being compatible with these tests , which does suggest they are easy standards to
reach.

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a serious and solemn ceremony .. it should not just be allowed because a couple wants it ., but because it is appropriate for such a significant
event .
The idea that a couple should be able to choose everything about a wedding ceremony comes from a wrong view of marriage . It would treat it lightly .A
wedding is a public declaration in which society and the state have an interest.
Unofficial ceremonies have included many weird themes . It is doubtful that these reflected how seriously marriage should be taken .

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The “ open doors “ requirement helps convey the public nature of wedding declarations .
This was introduced hundreds of years ago as a protection against forced marriage. This is still a problem in our society .Removing the requirement
encourages a false perception that marriage is a private matter without any public significance.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Which ceremony is a serious and solemn occasion.The news should not simply be allowed because marriage couples want them, but because they’re
appropriate places to hold such a significant ceremony.
There are specific benefits in being able to have a marriage a wide variety of places . However this should not legitimise inappropriate places . For
instance a MacDonalds cafe or other unusual places
It would be incompatible with the dignity of marriage for such venues to host legal weddings



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There is lack of clarity of how venues would be tested for “dignity “ and “safety “
The proposals call for guidance from General Register Office but the terms are not defined and stringent safeguards should be proposed .

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Wedding planning organisations are well experienced as well and owners of hotels castles that already hold weddings . What about having one or two
reps to be able to asses suitability ?

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YFZV-M

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-31 10:43:35

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There are churches that for various reasons have civil registrars present to register weddings. This ensures they are in compliance with the law. There are
dangers for them if the present provision is removed.

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

The notion of being 'contrary to public policy or morality' is hopelessly vague, and especially as 'public policy or morality' is in a constant sate of flux.
Churches and other religious groups which reject same sex marriage or the notion of changing sex/gender might soon find themselves falling foul of such
a subjective definition.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Officiants should be either properly trained registrars or religious leaders who uphold the dignity and seriousness of marriage. Opening it up to anybody
risks simply degrading the notion of marriage.

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As in the 1949 Marriage Act there should be some prescribed words through which the couple make promises to one another and commit to one
another. Without words of promise and commitment the notion of marriage is emptied of sense. Marriage is not simply a private matter to be
determined only by the couple in question; for the sake of society as a whole including the children of marriages the stability of marriage is vital and that
requires serious commitment and solemn promises.

Consultation Question 43:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is not a purely private affair but of concern to society as a whole. Further, the 'open doors' requirement serves to impede abuse of marriage
including forced marriage and bigamy.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

There could be some expansion of existing regulation but there needs to be some clear and objective stipulation regarding the suitability of locations for
marriage given the serious commitment that marriage entails. Without that explicit requirement the possible use of frivolous locations will undermine the
importance and solemnity of marriage vows to the detriment of society as a whole.

Please share your views below:



Maybe outdoors under certain circumstances - it depends very much on the nature of the 'outdoors' in question. None of the others.

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YFVT-E

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-31 11:01:29

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

North Yorkshire County Council

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Response on behalf of an organisation

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Not applicable

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not applicable

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not applicable

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not applicable

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:



Not applicable

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

The current inflexibility of the law has caused unnecessary difficulties and work for both couples and registrars. The two obvious examples are the need
to redo a Notice of Marriage because it has expired due to the Covid restrictions and the fact that the law could not easily be amended to allow for
outside weddings in the grounds of approved venues.

Lockdown has often been a blunt instrument e.g. preventing the marriage of a soldier warned for overseas deployment. There was also a perception of
injustice e.g. a maximum of six or 15 people at a wedding but 30 at a funeral.

The ambiguity of the guidance has resulted in confusion for couples, registrars and venues. The law on the restrictions of the different Tiers was widely
misunderstood. It would also be useful for the guidance to be updated at the same time as the announcements rather than a few days later. More
support and direction from central Government would also be appreciated.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Agreed, this does not serve any useful purpose any more

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

We agree with the proposal that it could be started online and that any person giving notice online or by post would be required to attend a separate and
subsequent in-person interview. One benefit of applying online is that the couple would not be able to submit an application unless all the questions
were answered and have supplied copies of all documents at that time (couples often forget to bring their documents to the appointment). It would also
minimise incidents such as the sudden production at the Notice appointment of a divorce document in a foreign language.

But we disagree that the 28 day notice period starts when they give notice online. It should start when the Notice appointment is satisfactorily completed
– they are not necessarily the same date.

If the process is started at any office, then if they have no connection with that area, it would make checks such as with the local social services difficult, if
these were thought to be necessary. This would need more work to consider the implications.

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

It needs to be as long as possible. Seven days is simply not long enough to resolve any issues that may arise that close to the ceremony date. You must
allow for bank holidays etc. in the (say) seven day period.

We assume that the schedule would not be issued until this interview was competed, in which case it must be at least 28 days before the ceremony.

We would suggest at least 3 months. We are concerned further that we would need time to chase up couples who had forgotten about this requirement.
It also needs to be clear which office is responsible for doing this chase. We presume the office taking the notice? See further our answer to q7

We would welcome greater clarity on the proposed changes. Taken as a whole, it does not appear to be a particularly joined up process and we would
suggest this needs further consideration.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

We disagree with the proposal that interviews should take place remotely e.g. by video link. It will be impossible to see whether the person is acting under 
duress. We believe that an in-person interview is also essential because it is the only stage in the process where the individual is actually seen in private. 
 
It is also the only chance to see and check the physical documents that have been produced e.g. passport, divorce documents 



Due to the need to be seen to observe equalities requirements, registrars should not pick and choose who gets an in-person interview and who does not. 
 
We also point out that this consultation is an opportunity to introduce more controls and checks at this stage.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

If the first stage could be carried out on-line, this would be acceptable. But the interview outlined in Question 7 should be in person. Although there
would seem to be no reason why the local consulate (or Scottish/Northern Irish registrar) should not be able to do this.

We question why this is restricted to countries like specified Commonwealth countries. There is little logic to that proposal. Indeed this provision in the
British Subjects and Facilities Act is to be abolished.

Obviously this would apply just to marriages in England and Wales and not to an English national resident abroad who wishes to marry abroad in their
country of residence

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Whilst seemingly attractive, the issue will be that unless a person who wishes to object knows the notice of marriage has been published online they are
unlikely to be able to object. It is difficult to foresee relatives spending time and effort to check on this on a “just in case” basis.

But it is difficult to see how the system could be improved. The only alternative to an objection upon publication of the Notice is a system whereby people
could register an objection at any time. But such a system that would bring its own challenges.

We accept that no system for the publication of the Notice will be perfect and the continuing publication of the notice may need to be re-considered.

Given this will be publication to the world, the data protection implications need to be carefully considered. Effectively we would be publishing data that
could be harvested to produce a list of couples addresses. There will be a need to redact the details of many categories of couples- military, law
enforcement and other vulnerable persons.

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

We agree with this proposal. However, we note that in some cases the notice period has to be less where the party in England is marrying abroad. This is
due to local law in the place intended for the marriage. The current procedure is to issue the Notice within the validity period required by the country of
marriage.

I presume registrars would continue to issue a Certificate of No Impediment rather than a schedule?

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

On balance we are not convinced this is the appropriate point to name the celebrant. For a registration service, the allocated registrar is often not decided
upon until within weeks of the ceremony and so may not be identifiable at the Notice stage.

The in person interview is probably the more appropriate point.

We agree that there is a clear need to have the power to issue a replacement certificate if only to cover the untimely death, retirement or illness of the
proposed officiant.

The alternative is not to name the officiant in advance and let the officiant fill it in on the day.

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, it is entirely foreseeable that this will happen, so there should be provision for a replacement officiant.



Please share your views below:

We are unclear why this question arises. If the substitute celebrant has the duties and responsibility of the original celebrant, we do not understand the
issue as expressed in this question.

Consultation Question 13:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Agreed, we entirely agree with the removal of redundant provisions.

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, our main comment is the surprise that this provision still existed – but there is a need for a provision to cover loss/closure of churches and venues
more generally. Every authority will have had experience of a venue suddenly going into liquidation and closing or losing a venue because of fire or flood
or even nowadays, a terrorist incident or Covid 19. The inflexibility of the current notice procedure and waiting 28 days means the venue cannot be
swopped at the last minute.

Obviously, the need for such a provision will depend on the outcome of the consultation on the need to specify a venue when giving notice.

Nevertheless, specifying where the marriage is to be held will have to come into the booking process for the ceremony at some point – if only to ensure
the celebrant knows where it is to be held

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Given that we believe there should be universal civil preliminaries, this question is redundant.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

We believe that the best approach is to have universal civil preliminaries. If the standard of evidence is less for a religious marriage than a civil marriage,
then the inevitable consequence is that those who wish to evade the law will use the easiest method possible. The activities of organised crime in fake
marriage ceremonies must be kept in mind when considering any reform.

If clergy feel they are unwilling or unable to gather the evidence that a registrar would, then it must inevitably lead to the conclusion, that all weddings
should be proceeded by universal civil preliminaries

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

We agree that both must attend and make separate declarations. Otherwise, it is open to fraud. This is subject to the clergy continuing to “call the banns”

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:

As noted above, due to the activities of fraudsters, either the Anglican preliminaries are brought up to and enforced as rigorously as civil preliminaries or
the alternative is universal civil preliminaries.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If the officiant does not check this at the time of the ceremony, no one else will

Consultation Question 20:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, civil registrars do not have the experience or training (and are unlikely to obtain this) to officiate in a manner that would be in line with the religious
doctrine and requirements of the many religions that now practice their faith in England.

Their role therefore is for civil ceremonies only

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

We entirely agree with this proposal. The current rule of sending two registrars as a matter of law is a complete waste of money and increases the fees
registration services charge.

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

On balance, we agree this as a pragmatic and practical step that reduces bureaucracy and administration. The names would have to be published in a
master list accessible by registrars for the completion of the schedule.

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

On balance, and not without some hesitation, we would agree that this is the best practical operational procedure. The names would have to be
published in a master list accessible by registrars for the completion of the schedule

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As this is the definition that has been adopted by the Supreme Court, it may be prudent to accept that wording. However we would ask whether a Pagan
organisation would fit into this definition or would it be as a religious organisation?

There needs to be a nationally agreed list of organisations (e.g. registered with GRO) that can appoint people to officiate at weddings – can’t leave it up to
local registration officers to determine this

And then also there will be a need for a single national register of people appointed to officiate

Please share your views below:

It may be that a list of organisations that would fit the definition would assist but no doubt it would still be challenged by a group.

Tentatively, we suggest
Political parties
Sporting organisations
Trade Associations
Trade Unions
Any organisation that has been in existence for less than 12 months (?)
Commercial organisations whether acting for profit or not.

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It is not without some reservation that we agree. Would the 20 be a limit imposed nationally or should it be met at any local branch? I believe at present
that it has to be 20 locally to certify a religious building for marriages.

The word “regularly” is used in registration law. Once a year can be regularly.



Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

We agree with this proposal. But there is a need consider exactly what is meant by promotes purposes that are unlawful or contrary to public policy or
morality e.g. some Anglican churches don’t accept same sex marriage – would that mean that those churches could not nominate officiants?

However, the law must be worded to allow, not just for existing groups but also for groups that may be created afterwards the introduction of the
reforms in response to the changes.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

We believe that this may be difficult to do. Whilst religious and registration services have named officiants by “employment” post (in the latter case it is
written into their job descriptions), it is difficult to see that other non-religious bodies would have “offices” that would mean the officiant could be
nominated. I accept that the non-religious bodies could create such “offices”.

One major difference between both religious organisations /civil registrars and other organisations is that religious organisations and local authorities
have a degree of permanence attached to their existence- often grounded in law. That may not always be true of other non-religious belief organisations

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Agreed, a list of officiants of all type would need to be available. If there were not, it would mean a registrar at the preliminaries stage would have
difficulty when it came to checking the name of the officiant in the schedule- and that is likely to be the only check on whether the officiant is registered.

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, this would be the only practical method of authorising independent celebrants. In practice now, registration staff and some clergy have their
appointments sent to GRO so this would be similar to the existing process

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

We believe a” fit and proper“ test is both desirable and appropriate. We would argue that it should apply to all celebrants.

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As noted in the response to q30, we believe this is appropriate and desirable. However, we question why there is a difference in requirements depending
on who appoints them. It would seem more logical that all celebrants should have the same regulating terms and conditions for appointment wherever
possible.

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

We agree this proposal although it will be very difficult to police in practice.

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



We agree but what would be the sanction if this occurs? It is foreseeable that some venues will come to an agreement that the officiant makes themselves
exclusively available to a particular venue at a particular time e.g. Saturday in August. Would this be caught by these proposals? Given couples visit and
choose their venue as one of the first acts, it is foreseeable that the couple will ask the venue about the availability of independent celebrants.

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Agreed, if otherwise it would make a mockery of the arguments advanced about the difference between religious and non-religious belief organisation.
It would be unlikely that a person would ever be appointed as a registrar by a local authority and simultaneously be a celebrant whether independent or
appointed. This would be a conflict of interest that local authorities are unlikely to accept

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

We agree with this proposal. Although we note that this standard is a bit subjective.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

On balance, we agree but note the differing practices for different religious faiths.

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Agreed subject to there being an overriding power for the General Register Office to intervene.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As noted in the answer to the previous question, we believe there is a need for a higher over-riding power if the organisation failed to act. This would
apply to all officiants, registrars and religious appointees alike. It should be exercisable by GRO, rather than locally as independent officiants will not be
constrained by the “county boundary”

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

See answer to Q38

Consultation Question 40:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

That would merely replicate what happens now e.g. a registrar is authorised whilst employed on these duties and is not time limited. The only caveat is 
whether there should be a provision for refresher training every few years but failure to complete this would probably be dealt with by removing the 
person from the list of authorised persons. 
 
 
There should also be a duty on the organisation to de-register the celebrant if the celebrant left the nominating body or passed away. We also would 
assume that appointing organisations would have the power to cancel the registration of a celebrant – without the consent of the celebrant- where this 
was appropriate. 
 
A time limited authorisation would have the advantage that it would allow the register of celebrants to be more up-to –date. This would probably be more



important if independent celebrants were to be allowed.

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

We agree this proposal. It is in line with thinking on continuous professional development. As a registration service, we insist on this already. Failure to
complete this should be dealt with by removing the person from the list of approved officiants under the failure to comply with the “fit and proper “test.

We believe a common training package that is made available to all officiants would be a considerable benefit to ensure that all officiants are trained to
undertake the role.

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

We agree with this proposal. True consent must be present at every wedding. Without it, there really cannot be a valid wedding

This could be oral or some other agreed wording that faiths could recognise. Signing the schedule would then be additional evidence of consent to the
marriage.

When the marriage is formed needs to be clearer, is it when couple either say the words or sign the schedule? Many couples will do both, but some faiths
may not follow a particular form of wording. It is really a drafting issue for the legislation.

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This would be logical based on the ideas conveyed in this consultation

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This would be logical based on the ideas conveyed in this consultation.

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is a challenging issue to get the balance right. If specific examples are given then they tend to be interpreted as being the only permitted examples. If
too loosely worded, then the guidance is not helpful and is then left to individuals discretion.

What would be the position of content suggested by non-religious belief organisations? Would this also be allowed?

We think the approach in Jersey is broadly correct, but that is a small island and it may be more difficult in practice to replicate across England.

We suspect whatever the rule is, there will be discussions with couples about what is and what is not allowed, much like the current situation.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

We agree- this provision is now redundant and serves no useful purpose apart from making couples go through unnecessary steps to have their desired
religious service.



Consultation Question 47:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

We agree. Many couples do not understand this now and believe their ceremony is a private event. The only reason the open door policy is in place is the
need to allow objections on the day-, which is far too late anyway. The proposals to place these checks at the preliminary stage should mean this
particular requirement is redundant.

In practice, a valid objection on the day is almost unknown. It would be interesting to learn if this has ever happened in recent memory.

Clearly ensuring that rigorous preliminary checks have been carried out beforehand is key. Also, it must be remembered that if the objection (whenever it
arises) is serious enough, there may be no valid marriage

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

We agree with this proposal, subject to the consent of the landowner or occupier where necessary. In practice, we still foresee the overwhelming number
of weddings will be in a building/venue as now. The reason is that these venues meet the need for accommodation, catering, a dance area and a bar as
well as reasonable access for guests, florists, and photographers.

However, we would point out that the current licencing regime is for marriages AND civil partnerships. If weddings were allowed anywhere and civil
partnerships had to be in a licenced venue, then the licencing system would have to remain in place to cover civil partnerships.

Please share your views below:

We believe that the law should allow civil marriages anywhere but must allow officiants (including registrars) the right to refuse to officiate. The right to
refuse would not just be on Health and Safety Grounds but it is not appropriate for other officiants to refuse the booking and the registrar not being able
to do so on the same grounds. There will be a need to take account of the rights of landowners and occupiers to deny access to land/buildings.

Consultation Question 49:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

We agree with this proposal based on the belief that all the preliminary checks have been carried out before the ceremony and thus there is no need for
public accessibility.

In practice, venues are already being licenced for just one event. An example is by the pub landlords for their daughter’s wedding. There is no rational
reason that requires regular availability of the venue

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

No

Please expand on your answer:

On balance, we disagree with this proposal. We would suggest that it may be better to leave it to organisations to decide for themselves. We have in mind
the beliefs of some religions that do not have strict requirements that make couples marry in their place of worship.

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Agreed, each officiant would need to satisfy themselves there are no health and safety issues. This may mean multiple checks by different organisations.

Consultation Question 52:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

We partially agree, safety is a prime concern and is a necessary requirement under Health and Safety legislation. However, dignified is a more subjective
criterion.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Noting that safety is already a (legal) Health and Safety requirement for all staff and their employers, there must not be duplication of any HSE guidance.

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

We agree but suggest this is best left to officiants or their employers. For a registration service like ourselves, we would tend to concentrate on the busier
venues for “pre-approval” and would visit and discuss matters before their first ceremony, including the rules and requirements we would expect. It
would also be a Health and Safety check and therefore would have to be done by our staff. As employers, we have a duty to safeguard our staff.

We would certainly not be pre-approving venues run by religious or non-religious belief organisations, as we will not be attending them

We do not believe a national list of “approved venues” is required; it does not seem to serve a purpose.

Please share your views below:

See previous answer

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

We agree, although it would also need to be extended to cover step and foster parents. It should also have a signature of the officiant who will certify that
the information is correct.

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Agreed- with the caveat that in England, officiants can decline to register in Welsh

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It is the obvious next step

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

We agree with this proposal

Other

Please expand on your answer:

We agree with this but some mistakes- or accumulation of mistakes- could be quite serious, sufficient to raise the question of whether the marriage is 
valid. We suggest it should only be a presumption that it is not void. It would then fall to the courts (as the final arbiter) to rule on whether the marriage is



valid or even whether it took place at all. Mistakes by officiants should not bring the existence of the marriage into doubt.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

We accept this does raise difficult issues as it may be many years before this comes to light and then there may be disagreement between the parties as
to what their understanding was at the time.

This proposal probably strikes the right balance and the courts will have to have the final say on the evidence

Consultation Question 59:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

We partially agree with this proposal. We would suggest that the presumption of validity should be if parties have signed the schedule AND given notice.
In practice, there should be no schedule unless the parties have given notice so there should be no practical difference. If universal preliminaries were
introduced, there would be a record of the giving of the Notice. The schedule will be returned to the registration service anyway (and probably not
retained for long) so the more likely evidence will be in the form of a marriage certificate.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Agreed. This merely propagates the myth that there is such a thing as a common law marriage

Consultation Question 60:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

We do not have sufficient knowledge to submit a response

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Agreed. We would add that no person should be both the officiant, a witness or one of the couple.

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

The most common problem is with terminal illnesses. The definition of terminal illness has, on occasions caused difficulties, as suffering from a terminal
illness does not mean that the individual is at immediate risk of death.

The current definition does not cover, probably correctly, the position where one party is to undergo a treatment e.g. for cancer, where there is no
immediate risk of death. People who are often in a very emotional state do not always understand the difference.

It is common for one or other of the parties not to be able to immediately locate their divorce documents. We know of cases where the ceremony goes
ahead on the word of one party they are really divorced. This has never been satisfactory given the lack of understanding of the difference between Nisi
and Absolute.

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

We agree with this proposal, where this is practical which it may not always be. What would the position be in these cases?

Consultation Question 64:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The only reason a Registrar Generals licence is used is to reduce the waiting period and allow just one of the parties to give notice

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It would seem sensible to have a common validity period for notices.

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It would seem sensible to have a common validity period for notices.

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

We agree that there should be fall back powers. The lack of powers to extend the notice period during Covid has been a particular issue and has simply
resulted in more work for registrars without any real purpose, at a time when they could have done without it.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

We agree, the powers should be as flexible as possible.

No

Please expand on your answer:

We disagree with this because the definition is too vague as it stands. Everyone is at risk of death every day of their lives so a definition would have to be
devised that narrows this down.

Consultation Question 68:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

We have no particular view on this matter but would enquire whether this would be confined to English residents only as presumably it could not apply to
Scottish and Northern Ireland residents or foreign nationals.

However, we would expect that the registrar from a local authority would have the right to refuse such a booking if only because the absence, even in
territorial waters, could potentially be for days. Consider the round Britain cruises that will mainly be in territorial waters.

We would ask whether maritime officiants could conduct these marriages in territorial waters?

Consultation Question 69:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

We are neutral on this point but understand the potential benefits. However, we would expect that the registrar from a local authority would not be
undertaking any such a booking.

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

We agree and see the possible economic benefits. We assume this will have to be ships “registered” in the UK and conducted by a recognised officiant. We
do not have sufficient knowledge to suggest what other types of vessel would be included.



Consultation Question 71:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

We disagreed with that on land the name should be included at the notice giving stage. It is therefore logical to not include name of the officiant for a ship

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Agreed, this is the only practical solution. Registrars will never be able to undertake these ceremonies.

Our only question would be whether religious ceremonies would be allowed?

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If this proposal is introduced, we believe this is both appropriate and necessary

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Agreed, this would be in line with the logic of the proposals for marriages on land. What is not clear is the effect on the marriage if the marriage is
officiated by an appointed officiant but on a different (non-complying) ship.

We would enquire as to the position of whether a celebrant otherwise authorised to conduct legally binding marriages could officiate the marriage e.g.
another passenger.

We would enquire as to the effect on the validity of the marriage if it were, through circumstance, held on a non-UK vessel.

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

We have no evidence on this point but we doubt it is substantial

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

In practice this is the only feasible proposal. We would also extend this proposal to territorial waters - think about a cruise around the UK coastline
offered by some companies that may be in territorial waters for days

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Such ceremonies are few and far between. A national fee would reduce the chance to "debate" the fee

Consultation Question 76:

(1) the same fee as other cases in which the registration officer must travel to the person giving notice, set nationally on a cost-recovery basis; or

Please expand on your answer:

Given the answer to Q75, it would be illogical if there was not based on the same formula as for the housebound and the detained

Consultation Question 77:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Agreed but with reservation. It must apply only to a statutory ceremony in a REGISTER office, not any other type of ceremony room run by a council.

If it is to cover ceremonies at council run facilities (e.g., approved venue rooms in a registration office) then it is a disastrous suggestion, as it does not
seem to cover the cost of either providing the room in the first place or all the additional overhead costs that are necessary before the marriage can take
place.

The number of weddings at register/ registration offices (whatever they are labelled) have been falling for many years. This is probably due to the
widening of choice for couples. This authority has seen a drop from 1500 in 2000/01 to just over a 1000 in 2019/20. This drop is also seen in the national
statistics.

This means that some council run ceremony facilities are becoming increasingly uneconomic to run.

The inevitable consequence of a fee that does not cover ALL costs is the quicker withdrawal of such facilities especially as local authorities are under no
legal obligation to provide them in the first place.

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

We entirely agree with this proposal. The fee must be able to take into account the disparity in time and effort between visiting a venue in a small London
Borough and the time and effort to visit in rural areas which could involve up to 2 hours travelling.

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If there is an optional pre-approval, then the fee is best set by the local authority. But we would only pre-approve venues for our purposes. Other
celebrants should have their own pre-approval scheme if they desire one.

Consultation Question 80:

No

Please expand on your answer:

We entirely disagree and suggest that this has not been thought through.
The cost /fee for a ceremony is not just confined to the time travelling to/from the venue and officiating at the ceremony. Costs include recruiting,
training, management, payroll costs, HR costs, ICT costs. There are also costs for a building for the staff and the storage of the records which are incurred
regardless of what venue the ceremony is held at.

The proposals in this consultation suggest tailoring the ceremony to the individual wishes of the couple. Those costs must also be factored into the fee.

We have 150 venues spread over a rural area. This would mean the fee for attendance at each venue would have to be calculated separately, leading to
different fees at different venues.

In addition, there are practical problems if the staff attend more than one ceremony on one day (which is the norm). For example, travel to venue 1,
calculate the cost. But instead of returning to the office, they travel on to venue 2 a few miles further on. Would this mean a separate calculation based on
the distance actually travelled which would in turn mean each and every fee would have to be calculated separately for each and every wedding and
would vary depending on what weddings the registrars has booked before/after that wedding.

As this is not known at the time the couple book, we could never quote a fee to any couple until about a month before hand. This would be
incomprehensible to couples and to the venues.

It gets more complicated if the registrars then return to venue 1 for a second wedding. Does this proposal mean that the couple at this wedding will pay a
different amount to the couple earlier in the day for the same registrars to do the same ceremony at the same venue?

If the registrar’s fee was set artificially low because of this proposal, then it would undercut non- registrar officiants who would, of necessity, wish to
charge for all their expenses. This would lead to economic distortion in the market.

We also note that a registration service will potentially be left registering the marriage but without any income to cover the cost. The Notice is often given
in a different area to where the marriage is to take place, so the cost cannot be built into the notice costs. The simplest solution is to increase the cost of
the marriage certificate.

This proposal needs to be completely rethought.



Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Agreed, but this is the current position

Consultation Question 82:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As we disagree with a prescribed fee for registration offices (see Q80), it would follow that we must disagree with this proposal

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

We disagree with this proposal. There is no reason why there should be a discounted fee or no fee at all. The explanation offered by so many couples is
that they always meant to get round to marrying but did not. That is no reason to have a discounted fee.

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

We do not believe the current law stops or discourages couples from getting married. The issue really is, does it prevent them getting married in the way
they want? E.g., having a mix of religious / civil ceremony, not being able to have a ceremony outdoors. Overall, I doubt it will lead to more couples
marrying. Those couples who want to be married, do so now.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

The issue with both availability and cost is the fact that statutory register office (no frills) ceremonies are completely uneconomic for local authorities at a
set fee of £46. Having one member of staff only cuts the subsidy rather than bring the ceremonies into an economically viable position. Our calculations
indicate the current cost to us is over £100 when the fee is just £46

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

We would question whether these proposals would widen the availability of register office ceremonies. There is no incentive for local authorities to do so.
We have also drawn attention to the point that there is no legal duty on a local authority to provide the additional (disestablished register office) rooms in
their offices as many do now.
Venue ceremonies provide a much wider economic benefit to businesses in the area as a whole. The ability to have a wider choice of location e.g. the
grounds of the hotel/stately home will be of great benefit, as this will widen the choice for couples. It will not have any impact on savings for the reasons
we outline in q87.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

In relation to point (1), it is accepted that the cost of the licence itself is a fixed cost that businesses must bear no matter how weddings they hold. I do not 
recollect any venue being unable to fulfil our requirements but it is not uncommon for the businesses to find that e.g., they need to improve their fire 
safety protection when the Fire Officer visits pre-approval but they should be already doing this and therefore meeting this cost anyway. 
 
In relation to point (2), I would accept that the availability of registrars and of the registers at peak times is a limiting factor e.g. Saturday in the summer at 
1 or 2pm. More independent officiants will relieve this but so would a schedule system with one registrar attending. One might question whether the



demand for the peak slots will ever be able to be completely satisfied.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

We believe for the many reasons outlined, wedding ceremonies do not need the special protection of licencing that other big events on the same
premises (including the reception) do not have on the same premises.

We note that amending law for only marriage on this point will lead to anomalies for civil partnerships.

The availability of the registrar is a difficult question. I would suggest that is less a question of couples of not being able to have a ceremony at all, but is
more about the demand for 2pm on Saturday. In addition, many popular venues are booked up at weekends for months ahead. Elsewhere in our
responses, we cast doubt whether this demand can ever be met.

We are neutral on whether venues should be able to hold religious ceremonies in venues other than churches. That really is a matter for the faith
organisation.
If independent celebrants are allowed, then it would be an obvious step for some venues to have their “own” celebrant. In practice couples approach the
venue first, not the celebrant and it is obvious the couple would ask the venue about local celebrants.

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

The current law is unnecessarily complicated and restrictive on couples, venues and local authorities. This drives up cost to provide the service and
renders it more likely mistakes will be made.

If the law is simpler and easier to administer, in theory it should cut costs and save staff time. In addition, the introduction of independent celebrants
would improve competition.

But some of the costs e.g. the quarterly return from churches and administering the licencing system is not usually counted as a cost for calculating the
civil ceremony cost. It is just an unnecessary burden on the rate payer.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

The main issue is the dis-benefits. Unless authorities can have full cost recovery for delivering ceremonies, then that will impact on the actions of local
authorities under pressure to cut costs.

One clear benefit would be the end of the need to collect the quarterly data from the churches. I doubt any local authority will be sad to see the end of
this tiresome process.

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

We have no evidence to comment but anecdotally the three reasons why couples travel to other jurisdictions are:

1) One party is marrying a foreign national who resides in that country
2) The couple are traveling to have quiet ceremony without family and friends , Scotland is particularly popular for this with its much reduced notice
waiting time
3) Couples are entranced by the romance of getting married abroad- something that lasts right up to the time they calculate the cost of the family getting
there

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

We do not see any proposal that would benefit those residents travelling abroad to get married. The rules they need to follow will usually be dictated by
the laws of the country where they get married.

We have no evidence to enable us to comment on whether it would benefit those who travel to this country to get married.

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

We have no evidence or experience to allow us to comment



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

There will be implementation costs for nearly all parties apart from couples. The costs to the couple are related to how lavish they wish the ceremony to
be. Excluding the honeymoon, average costs are said to be £16000 although some estimates are higher at £27000. We know of many couples who spend
more than this.

The cost to the venue will usually be dominated by their normal overheads just to open the doors for normal business, staff costs , rates , building costs
etc. The cost of the licence fee is small in comparison and the cost saving will be minimal, it is on average £1500 over 3 years or £500 per year.

Local authorities should be able to cut some costs (licencing and quarterly returns) but more importantly will have extra capacity freed up to meet more
wedding bookings.

We suspect, in the longer term, that the cost burden will be broadly neutral to everyone.



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YFZ8-P

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-31 11:18:28

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

 Catholic Church 

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Married 48 Years

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

None

Consultation Question 3:



Please share your views below:

None

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If you dissolve this requirement any one can get married from anywhere and it diminishes the responsibility of marriage .

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

three days;

Please expand on your answer:

Minimum of 3 days notice which allows time to reflect on the decision made by the couple should one of them has doubts about getting married.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Not remotely as this opens the door to sham marriages and forced or coerced marriages.Face to face interviews with proof of identity should be
mandatory

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Absolutely otherwise again opens the door to fraud.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The more open the notice is the more easier it is to object to the marriage i.e. forced marriage.

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Yes otherwise the wedding would be delayed or cancelled. As long as the officiant is qualified to carry out the duty required.

Consultation Question 13:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Banns should be published in every parish that each participant is registered whether it is in any where in the United Kingdom.or southern Ireland.

Consultation Question 14:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Each participant is registered in that Parish regardless and every Parishioner should be notified to be able to object to the marriage.

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

No should be published in both parishes for the above questions reasons.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Absolutely so that the clergy is allowed to interview each separately to establish their intentions and to be able to find out if the marriage is a sham or a
forced marriage.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Definatley yes

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes but not only Anglican church but also Catholic ceremonies

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

officials other than qualified clergy or registered civil persons should be not be allowed to carry out weddings. Otherwise this opens the door for any one
to conduct a wedding.

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Yes expressly exclude looney non religious organisations otherwise it opens the door for all sorts of fraudulent and ridiculous organisations to wed.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

NO

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If you do this any idiot would register !

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



That the participants should acknowledge the responsibility of their declaration before God or their own beliefs.

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

No

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees



Consultation Question 75:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(2) there should be no fee.

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YFSW-E

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-31 11:40:31

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Legally married

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

None - three people I knew were married during the last year, and I was not involved in any (although in normal circumstances I would have been invited
to at least one)



Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Seems reasonable

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

How many churches are still war-damaged?



Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This would discriminate against smaller churches that rely on registration officers for their infrequent weddings, and would impose an onerous extra legal
responsibility on such churches if they need to supply their own officiants.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The assumption that there will be a governing authority for other Christian churches is mistaken. Some (such as FIEC, various Grace Baptist groups, house
churches, etc) have no 'relevant governing authority' as imagined by the recommendation.

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



This would be eminently reasonable. The one caveat would be that there should be no restrictions on what constitutes a sincerely held belief about
marriage.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

The problem here is that 'contrary to public policy or morality' is an ever-changing subjective assessment which would discriminate against groups
holding legal but unpopular or unfashionable views.
Any exclusion should only be based on objectively provable issues such as espousing violence or terrorism, and not merely for not being fashionable or
trendy.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is not a private matter but a public commitment of some seriousness and solemnity (which is why the state registers marriages and also why
this consultation is underway). To allow maverick independent officiants would make a mockery of the seriousness of the ceremony.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It would be better if 'fit and proper persons' were more precisely defined. They have a similar criterion for ownership of professional football clubs, but it
has not prevented egregiously unfit individuals from becoming owners. As marriage is not a private matter but a public commitment of some seriousness
and solemnity (which is why the state registers marriages and also why this consultation is underway) then 'fit and proper persons' needs to be more
accurately defined.

Consultation Question 31:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See answer to question 29.

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

The dignity and solemnity of marriage is integral to the commitment, but needs to be more clearly defined, as leaving as it is would lead to widely
different and sometimes inappropriate expressions of the said dignity and solemnity. This would necessarily involve restrictions on where and how, as
well as requiring a mandatory form of words.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The practice of allowing organisations to police themselves has a poor track record, and would be open to abuse. A set of clear requirements for 'fit and
proper person' and of the duties and responsibilities attendant to the position need to be set up and independently policed. See the answer to question
30.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There should be no independent officianrts.

Consultation Question 40:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I'm not sure. Appointment should be for a finite time extended if desired and there are no problems.

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is not a private matter but a public commitment of some seriousness and solemnity (which is why the state registers marriages and also why
this consultation is underway). Some standardisation of the ceremony is therefore required to ensure that the marriage is properly constituted. This is
best done by retaining the prescribed words, which ensures that the wedding ceremony properly supported the 'dignity and solemnity' of marriage., and
that the same few promises are made in every marriage. This is needed as it helps to define a legal marriage as one where certain common promises are
made.
Having a free-for-all rather than a minimum set form which must be included (whatever else is done) would change marriage to a purely private affair -
which it can never be.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:



As in question 42, there should be a set form of prescribed words at some point - which is only a very small part of the ceremony anyway - to ensure the
marriage is legally constituted.

Consultation Question 44:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I'm not sure I understand the question.

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There is no reason at all to prohibit couple from subsequently having a religious ceremony after a legal civil one. I know of several couples who have had
a civil ceremony to fulfil the legal requirements and then, the following day, had what they termed the 'real' religious wedding ceremony. To prevent this
would be an unacceptable infringement of religious liberty. The state has a recognised legal marriage; if a couple should choose to celebrate a religious
ceremony later, this is no concern of the law.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is not a private matter but a public commitment of some seriousness and solemnity (which is why the state registers marriages and also why
this consultation is underway). Public access is essential if it is to be a genuinely public commitment.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is not a private matter but a public commitment of some seriousness and solemnity (which is why the state registers marriages and also why
this consultation is underway). Further, there is a need to uphold the 'dignity and solemnity of marriage'. This cannot be done without some restriction on
undignified venues.

Please share your views below:

Outdoors? With British weather? A bit risky.

Regarding the other venues; they would limit public access and change the ceremony from a public affirmation to a private affair. If the state has an
interest in legal marriage, then the wedding should be a public affair.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Other

Yes

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is too subjective; some sort of criteria are required.

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Trying to realise this will involve restrictions on venues rather than a free-for-all.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Depends on the guidance.

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

This would be the responsibility of the General Register office and should be for a finite time, which is extendable if required.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Too dangerous.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is not a private matter but a public commitment of some seriousness and solemnity (which is why the state registers marriages and also why
this consultation is underway). Witnesses are therefore essential, and their absence renders the marriage void.
I cannot see how a marriage can be valid if the documents are not signed.



Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

I am not aware of any evidence that the current law discourages or prevents couples marrying.

I doubt that the provisional proposals will make any difference to the number of couples marrying. The decision to marry is not (at least usually) based on
the legal requirements.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

A commitment to marry is never based on the costs of the ceremony.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I doubt it will make much difference either way. The motivation for marriage is not the cost of the ceremony.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YDGK-M

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-31 11:58:35

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Bradford Metropolitan District Council - Registration Service

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Response on behalf of an organisation

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

n/a

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

n/a

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

n/a

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

n/a

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

n/a

Consultation Question 2:



Please share your views below:

n/a

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

As registration offices we have had to re-arrange many ceremonies, many outside of the 12 months validity of the SR's authority.
Our view is that the SR's authority for marriage should have been extended as with other government services e.g. MOT certificates. This would have had
reduced the additional pressure we have faced from taking new notices of marriage.

We do not believe that marriages should be able to take place via video link as this would provide sufficient protection against forced marriage.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

safe guards to proof residency must still be in place

Consultation Question 5:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This would not make the process any simpler for the majority of couples and would increase the work load of the register office.
However we do recognise that this would benefit couples who live overseas

Would the couple be required to attend the face to face appointment within the 28 days?

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

This would allow more time if there was a problem when the couple attended the face to face interview.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

No - all couples should be treated the same and therefore required to attend a face to face interview.
The housebound/detained and RLG provisions should provide sufficient alternative if required.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

We would ask for further information on this before commenting

Where would the notice be given?
Who would be able to attest the NOM?
Would this be recorded on RON?

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Address,occupation and DOD should not be displayed - only name, condition and age

Consultation Question 10:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

But with a view to this being extended in an pandemic

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Named organisation rather named person, as this may be difficult to give up to 12 months before the ceremony date and having to change the
information will create extra work.

Consultation Question 12:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

See answer about the someone from the organisation rather an individual

Please share your views below:

no view

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

no view

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

no view

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

no view

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes - if banns are still being read

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

yes

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:

In a multi-cultural society this is the only way to ensure fairness to all people

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

no view

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Yes -such organisations should be excluded

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

no view

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Conflict of interest needs to be clearly defined

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

BUT with regular updated training from GRO/LRA to ensure good practice

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Regular training and renewal should be mandatory - perhaps every 5 years

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony



Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Religious ceremonies already permit secular music and readings

Please share your views below:

Music, readings and a prayer.
No sacraments should be permitted
Religious leaders should not be able to conduct civil ceremonies

Consultation Question 46:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

However safe guards need to be in place to ensure that the public and officiant are safe. For example would public liability insurance be required?

outdoors,, on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

see answer above

Consultation Question 49:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This would help to differentiate between a religious and civil ceremony

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes - but clear guidance is needed on what is required to keep everyone safe and to ensure that solemnity and dignity of the ceremony.
A cost recovery fee should be set by GRO for approving a location.

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As said above

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

LRA should have the responsibility in the same way they do now. BUT with much less "red tape" and a cost recovery fee.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

The lack of witnesses should make the marriage void

Consultation Question 58:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Penalties should be in place although may be difficult/costly to impose

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(1) the same fee as other cases in which the registration officer must travel to the person giving notice, set nationally on a cost-recovery basis; or

Please expand on your answer:

With the option to waive because of hardship as now

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

The fee should be set nationally

Consultation Question 79:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

The fee should be set nationally

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Which could be waived due to hardship

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

We are a district where many couples only have a faith ceremony.
For the many who find themselves in a marriage that is not legally recognised these proposed changes would be of huge benefit.

There is however a small minority who believe the civil ceremony is irrelevant and the proposed changes may not change this.

It would be important for a national as well as local campaign to be run to ensure the wider public are aware of the changes - and that this was widely
communicated to faith groups

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

1. Currently under funded and needs to be set at cost recovery.
2. We do not believe the registrars fee is a prohibiting factor as this is often only a small cost compared to other fees.
3. as above
4. no comment
5. Having "two" weddings is unnecessary and out dated. Reform is needed as described to ensure marriage law is fit for the 21st century and is long over
due.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

1. RO weddings should be set on a cost recovery basis to encourage the LRA to meet the demand for their area.
2. If a venue does not require pre-approval the cost to the couple should reduce. However as many venues would need some pre-approval, i.e. risk
assessment this should be set a cost recovery.
3. For couples who under the current law feel the need for two ceremonies the proposal would result in a saving to them.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

1. If all marriages were costly fairly and fees reviewed on a regular basis the loss of any revenue in the short term should be recouped in later years.
2. The LRA needs to be self funding is as much as all fees should cover the cost of running the service and employing enough staff to meet the demand.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :



There will always be winners and losers I any new system - however in time any changes should be beneficial to the customer!

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

no comment

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

no comment

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

1. no comment
2. The proposed arrangements will benefit British national living overseas who from our experience find the current law difficult to understand.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

no comment

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

no comment
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:



N/A

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

The law governing weddings is not fit for purpose during a national emergency:
• Notices could not be extended during this period which was frustrating and potentially costly for the couples who had to give Notice again, and
stretched resources within the Registration Service
• Notices could not be given online either in whole or in part which exposed all parties to additional exposure to the virus
• Change of location/venue could not go ahead until a new Notice was given

Late guidance from GRO was unhelpful and resulted in increased uncertainty for couples and additional burden on the Registration Team’s time to
respond to constant queries/concerns.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There is no longer any valid reason to have a 7-day residency rule.

Consultation Question 5:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

We support the proposal to start the notice process online or face to face at any registration district followed by an in-person interview at a later date. We
do not support the proposal to allow the process to start by post as this is a backward step and would be fraught with difficulties e.g. application
incomplete or lost in post.

We would also propose that non-UK residents no longer have to serve notice together.

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Seven working days to allow time for the schedule to be issued and sent to the officiant in good time. If a s24 is raised or forced/ safeguarding concern at
the in-person interview then this period will need to be extended to allow time for the investigation to be undertaken before the marriage takes place to
be defined by GRO.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Yes – there should be a power in the legislation for interviews to be conducted remotely when technology can satisfy concerns about safeguarding.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Yes this should be possible.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

In line with the proposals i.e. just the couples’ names and nothing about where they live or where they intend to marry. This maintains the recognition of 
marriage as a public matter and strikes a balance between providing sufficient information to identify the couple whilst protecting them from all other 
unwanted attention. 
 
Where couples believe that publication of this information would expose them to a risk of harm, a process should be put in place whereby the SR would 
have the power to waive the requirement for publicity. This could be similar to the anonymous voter registration process for the electoral roll which aims



to strike a similar balance.

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

With the flexibility to extend this period at a time of national emergency.

Consultation Question 11:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

1. No – the schedule should identify officiant’s name or the office where there are a number of people that fulfill this role e.g. Registrars

2. Yes – with a provision to be able to charge a full cost recovery fee for each amendment to the schedule

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

A substitute should be able to officiate in any circumstances where the named officiant is unable to act.

Please share your views below:

A substitute should be able to officiate in any circumstances where the named officiant is unable to act.

Consultation Question 13:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No comment

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes - if civil preliminaries are not universal

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Yes - if civil preliminaries are not universal

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes to both if civil preliminaries are not universal

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes - if civil preliminaries are not universal

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:



Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

We support this proposal if civil preliminaries are not universal as this provides greater clarity as to what is a civil wedding and what is a religious wedding
and removes the anomaly of civil registrars being present at religious ceremonies. However, the option for registration officers to officiate at non-civil
weddings should be available to support those organisations who for whatever reason may not have an officiant appointed.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

We support this proposal with the ability of the local authority to offer packages to couples based on the number of guests, venue, timing, complexity etc
which may require the attendance of a second person and full cost recovery is permitted.

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This should include the right of both Churches to nominate officiants if their view changes in the future, which minimises differences between all religious
and non-religious belief organisations as far as possible.

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

We support both proposals if civil preliminaries are not universal

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Yes – the list should include organisations/groups that promote purposes that are unlawful, contrary to public morality and public policy, are in support
of terrorism or terrorist activities, or for the benefit of an organisation membership of which is unlawful. They should also be included on the list if they
do not meet minimum requirements e.g. do not have at least 20 members, do not have a wedding service or some belief about marriage.

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

We support both proposals if civil preliminaries are not universal.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Yes – if civil preliminaries are not universal

Consultation Question 27:



Please share your views below:

Yes - organisations should be able to do either subject to the maintenance of a central list held by the GRO. This minimises differences between the
Churches of England and Wales and other organisations and recognises the difficulty for some churches/organisations where there is no formal process
of appointment and where a minister moves between different places of worship.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

We support this proposal to not limit their fees but to preclude them from requiring couples to purchase additional services from them or from receiving
a commission for referring couples to particular providers for ancilliary services.

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The organisation that nominated them would have done so on the basis that they are ‘fit and proper persons’ and should be able to remove this
authorisation if they fail to maintain the standard expected.



Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The officiant should be removed from the GRO official list at the request of the organisation that nominated them.

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

General religious content that the couples would like apart from a full religious service should be allowed, however there should be clear guidance
otherwise the officiant is in the position of having to determine what is acceptable.

Consultation Question 46:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

S46 no longer serves any useful purpose.

Consultation Question 47:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



The capacity to object to a wedding should be part of the preliminaries to said marriage, with the capacity to lodge an objection after the marriage should
a legal impediment be established.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

No – however in all cases the officiant must have the authority to refuse if the risk is believed to be unacceptable.

Consultation Question 49:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

In addition to the risk assessment carried out prior to the ceremony itself, officiants should have the authority to refuse to carry out the ceremony if on
the day of ceremony there are significant differences to the original risk assessment.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

The Local Authority should be responsible for the pre-approval process making decisions on a risk assessment basis.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

1. Typographical/simple clerical mistakes should not render a marriage void, however a significant mistake that could call into question the identity or
marital status of one of the parties, for example, should be referred to GRO for a decision to be made depending on severity of mistake.

2. Yes

3. Yes

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Yes - time constraints on receiving doctor’s letter and gaining authority to proceed from GRO.

Current statutory fees do not reflect existing costs which differ depending on each local authority. Fees should be set to cover realistic full cost recovery.

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Local Authorities should be able to waive the waiting period on production of the defined requirements & evidence from the doctor.

Consultation Question 65:

No

Please expand on your answer:

We believe that 12 months is too long and propose instead that they should be valid for three months.

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There may be problems identifying territorial waters.

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Yes - Commercial vessels registered in the UK with a captain on board with recognised commercial qualifications.

Consultation Question 71:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

They should be on any GRO authorised list and have completed defined training as prescribed by GRO.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

We have no knowledge on which to base a considered response.

Consultation Question 74:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Electronic copies should be received by the relevant district within 7 days, and the hard copy sent as soon as possible. The marriage could be registered
on receipt of the electronic copy but certificates not issued until the hard copy has been received.

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This should be full cost recovery which goes beyond just attending the ceremony, and should be regularly reviewed to keep pace with increasing costs.

Consultation Question 76:

(1) the same fee as other cases in which the registration officer must travel to the person giving notice, set nationally on a cost-recovery basis; or

Please expand on your answer:

This should be full cost recovery which goes beyond just attending the ceremony.

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This fee should cover full cost recovery which goes beyond just attending the ceremony.

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The fee should be set at full cost-recovery by the local authority. ‘Full cost recovery’ means it should include all costs of local authority work in relation to
ceremonies including pre- and post-ceremony, on-costs and non-direct costs and it should not just be based on the registrar’s hourly rate to attend the
ceremony.

Consultation Question 81:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Fees for discretionary services should contain an element of profit, dictated by the marketplace alone, and should not be regulated nor related solely to
cost recovery. This income stream can significantly reduce the financial burden on the wider council taxpayer and enable local authority registration
services to self-fund whilst supporting the provision of free statutory birth and death registrations.

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

The fee should be the same for all weddings outside the register office with a discretion to reduce/waive the fee in hardship cases.

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

We have no knowledge on which to base a considered response and have no evidence that a greater choice of wedding venue would equate to an
increase in ceremonies.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

1. Limited availability as statutory fee does not cover existing cost recovery

2. Additional costs incurred are not always made clear to the couple by the venue

3. Church marriages appear to be on the decline however no evidence that this is related to cost

4. Some demand for more interesting venues and home weddings. Also increasing demand for small weddings followed by a non-statutory celebration to
keep costs down.

5. Necessity for a legally recognised ceremony should remain.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

If Register Office wedding fees are set by the local authority at full cost recovery, availability may increase as a result.

The proposals will provide more choice for couples but may not of themselves reduce costs overall. Although couples who choose to get married in any
location may not have to have a separate legally recognised wedding the costs of getting married are unlikely to be reduced as a trained, qualified
officiant would have to attend to make the marriage legal and the location would have to be assessed at least once prior to the marriage to ensure it is
safe and dignified.

The law is currently confusing, and the proposals will support more clarity between civil and religious weddings.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

1. Compliance with existing venue licensing requirements (3 years) incurs costs to the venue which may deter prospective venues from considering
licensing for weddings. A long term/short term licensing approach could enable venues to trial demand if some form of premises licence is required.

2. Local demand and availability of registration officers to attend ceremonies will affect venues’ availability to offer and meet demands for their venue,
resulting in loss of income. Registration officers’ attendance fees on top of venue fees may affect couples decisions to have the “big wedding”.



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

There would continue to be a requirement for venues to be assessed. This might be a less bureaucratic and potentially less costly process, but this is not
clear from the proposals.

If the proposals have a negative impact on local authorities, the availability of registration officers to attend ceremonies may reduce, therefore impacting
on venues’ ability to meet customer demand unless independent officiants are permitted and available.

There is no evidence that the proposed changes will generate an increase in ceremonies. They will increase choice for couples on the type of wedding
they have according to their own wishes and beliefs, including who can marry them.

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

The current law is restrictive and confusing for couples. More flexibility will enable more efficient and effective service delivery.

Most local authorities use income from marriages to cover the cost of the unfunded provision of birth and death registration services. Reviewing one area
of operation without looking at the cost of the service as a whole will have a detrimental effect on the service.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Greater flexibility may provide opportunities for better use of resources e.g. ability to offer more ceremonies when only one officiant is required.
However, the proposals should be considered against the backdrop of the potential for loss of income for the Registration Service. Due to the unfunded
free provision of birth and death services, most local authorities subsidise these services with income from marriages. Unless marriage fees are set at a
level to recover all costs and births, deaths and marriages registration is funded there will be an adverse impact on the local authority to maintain the
service at its current high level. In addition the introduction of Independent Officiants is likely to lead to a significant reduction in the range of services
offered by registration services.

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No comment

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

1. Increased options may result in fewer residents marrying overseas, however we have no evidence to support this view.

2. Simplifying the marriage process and offering more options may attract foreign nationals, however we have no evidence to support this view.

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No comment

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

1. Local authority costs are likely to increase unless there is the ability to set fees at full recovery of costs and include a reasonable profit, recognising that 
we offer a public service but are also be in competition with others. Income from marriages covers the cost of birth and death registrations which is not 
covered by the sale of certificates. If the proposals in this report are accepted there should be a complete review of registration functions and fees set to 
cover the full cost of delivery so that authorities are no longer reliant on income from ceremonies to subsidise the service. 
 
2. No comment 
 
3. No comment 
 
4. No comment 



5. There may be some reduction in costs for couples if the process is streamlined e.g. attendance of one officiant. Venue costs are likely to remain similar
as each venue will have to be assessed by the officiant which should be reflected in the fee.
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Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-31 12:04:06

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Married in an Anglican Church by an ordained minister

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 5: Officiants



Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Some churches, especially not have a minister who can officiate.

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

This is too vague. Some mainstream churches hold views on marriage that are not necessarily agreed by society at large

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Such independent officiants may not hold appropriate views on marriage and such would devalue this important ceremony. Currently officiants have high
view on the importance of marriage.

Consultation Question 30:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony



Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Currently marriages are based on solemn promises made between both parties. If there was no need for such words then the whole concept of marriage
would be seriously devalued.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Such a proposal could well lead to outlandish requests being made. The dignity and solemn nature of the ceremony could be lost.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

By having an open doors policy affirms that marriage is not just a private affair. If adopted there could be no opportunity of ensuing that the marriage
was not being forced on one party or that one party was already married.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Currently marriages take place in a registered building which ensures that it is safe and dignified. However some churches do no have their own building
so cannot perform marriages. So it may be appropriate to widen the range of permitted venues. However it could lead to unsuitable sites because they
would be unsafe or undignified or detract from the solemn nature of the marriage.

outdoors,

Please share your views below:

See answer above. Who would decide whether such a venue was appropriate?

For other options suggested above I have serious reservations about for the same reasons.

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YFZF-4

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-31 12:04:15

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Security and fraud would be an issue

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

When married in a church banns have to be ready 3 times. It give the couple a good time to reflect what they are preparing to do.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Security and fraud would be an issue

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:



Please share your views below:

2. That I believe might help people who are not sure or who might be pressured into a marriage.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Therefore all vicars / pastors would have to become register to officiate at church weddings. This may not impact on larger churches but small churches
would find the time and expense to become registered prohibitive.

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

As a Christian and if I wanted to be married I would like this to be done by my pastor - who shares the same believes.

Consultation Question 27:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

How, for example, could a 'humanist' be prepared to marry a Christian couple?

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a solemn undertaking and the guests at a wedding are the 'witnesses' to the act. To remove the public vows would cheapen the whole
proceedings.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a serious business - and to cheapen it with gimmicks - is to make it more of a party rather than a solemn undertaking.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

What is to stop unruly outsiders disturbing a very special day!

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Again cheapening the experience and the seriousness of the undertaking.



outdoors,, on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YF3Y-G

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-31 12:06:17

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

N/A

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:



Attended one (church) wedding in July. Social distancing meant that the focus was mush more on the words and ceremony due to the lack of social
interaction - in many ways made it MORE meaningful,

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please see separate email regarding the need to ensure that consent (as finally signified in the Schedule) is INFORMED CONSENT.

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

The purpose of the in-person interview should be to establish that the persons are able to give INFORMED consent at the ceremony. At the interview the
registrar should ensure certain information has been provided and ensure it has been understood. It is a common feature of significant legal decisions or
commitments that there should be a "cooling off period" before the commitment becomes final. This cooling off period needs to occur before the
wedding itself. A period of three weeks seems reasonable.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

The proposal to move to a basis of "consent to be married" rather than a "commitment to being married" is an important change, not fully examined in
the consultation. Consent is a passive act allowing a status (eg marriage) to be conferred on a person; Commitment (embodied in the words "I will") is a
positive affirmation of intent to act in a particular way.

It is generally accepted that marriage demonstrably brings benefits not only to the couple, but also to any children and to wider society. The basis from
sociology and psychology for these benefits is best explained by Commitment Theory (see work of Prof Scott Stanley and others). The core of this is a
positive decision by the individuals to adopt a set of values, beliefs, priorities and behaviours that are mutually supportive - it is an active decision, not an
simple acceptance of a different legal status.

The ceremony should be based on an active statement of commitment to the underlying principles of marriage rather than passive "consent to be
married".

If the ceremony is to be "consent" based, then it must be "INFORMED Consent" - ie the expectations of society and the law must be clearly understood by
both parties before they can reasonably grant consent. The parties should not only "consent", but acknowledge that they have been properly "informed".

Either basis (commitment or consent) should have sufficiently clear legal language incorporated into the declaration in the schedule to properly state that
the parties are fully informed with respect to the decision they are making, have had proper time to consider their decision, and express the intent to live
by the standards and legal requirements embodied in the status of being "married".

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Providing the officiant has a clear duty to ensure that the parties have a proper understanding of the commitments and duties underlying the solemn
consent they are giving.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The act of getting married should remain a public act - it is far more than a simple private ceremony with profound implications for wider family networks
and society at large.

This significance to society at large is embodied in the right of the public to attend any wedding and should be maintained.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Today families are frequently complex and fragmented and there may be several individuals who might be regarded as "father, mother or parent", eg
step parents, surrogate parents, etc).

For the purposes of ensuring legal traceability etc, the status should be as recorded on the birth certificates of those getting married - eg "birth father"
etc, with some other status accorded to those who do not necessarily have any specific legal status.

Consultation Question 55:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/a

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/a

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/a

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

My husband and I had a civil ceremony in a registry office the week before our "wedding" in the church. The Church of England had not allowed us to get
married in this specific church even though it was 10 minutes from our home, as it was outside our parish. So we legally got married the week before our
planned wedding day and had the wedding in the church exactly as we wanted without signing the register on the day.



Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I don't understand why this would be a necessary requirement. I think it's outdated, as is read the banns in churches as the means by which you find out
if someone is already attached or has any reasons why he/she shouldn't be married.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I feel this seems reasonable and more accessible for anyone. However this must not compromise on the interview and identifying if there is any coercion
or if someone lacks capacity under the Mental Capacity Act.

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

I'm unsure which would be better. I feel this should be flexible for those who need to be married quickly for whatever reason, perhaps life-limiting
conditions or visa issues.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

I really disagree. I'm a doctor with expertise in human trafficking and modern slavery. I have had to practice remote consulting occasionally through the
pandemic. There is so much more information you can gather face to face that you wouldn't over the phone. All the subtle non verbal body language.
These would be missed if the interview was done virtually. It is essential to keep this interview face to face to ensure you are safeguarding the vulnerable
who may have been coerced, manipulated or forced to marry. E.g. human trafficking or financial exploitation.
I even feel more checks should be in place to ensure you have assessed the capacity of the persons getting married.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Yes.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This should be optional as some people may have other reasons for keeping their marriage private.

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Absolutely this is outdated and doesn't have any place in the context of our modern lives for the purpose it is trying to serve.

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Yes.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes I think this allows the clergy to establish if marriage is the wish of both parties and identify any coercion or manipulation.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes both should be required to attend.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

I think obviously reasons should limit such as health and safety issues.

Consultation Question 49:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

No

Please expand on your answer:

I believe this decision should be down to the host of the religious or non religious venue.



Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:
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Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-31 12:13:47

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This would affect small churches which conduct fewer weddings annually as they would not have their own authorised person, therefore relying on a civil
registrar.
In general churches will often not have anyone familiar with the required legalities for conducting a wedding service.

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Given that public morality/policy are constantly shifting it seems better to concentrate on things that undermine the rule of law.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Given the dignity/seriousness of a wedding occasion it is highly desirable to have wedding officiants that are highly trained registrars/religious
representatives who themselves uphold the dignity of marriage.

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Without prescribed words a wedding can become meaningless. A marriage is founded upon solemn promises made between two people.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A legal wedding ceremony must reflect the seriousness of the commitment being made.
There is already enough lee-way for a wedding to be personalised to a couple. Officiants have a duty to uphold the dignity of marriage.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage, being important to the whole of society, has never been private. It needs to remain public.
In private many undesirable things could take place, eg. forced marriages.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

There need to be safeguards in place to prevent unsuitable venues being used so as not to detract from the dignity/seriousness of the occasion.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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Enter the name of your organisation:
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Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:
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Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:



The numbers of services and the number of people attending vastly reduced.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Residency is important as part of the community aspect of Marriage.
It has been a part of checking the status of the couple.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

A personal interview is essential to ratify the authenticity of the lawful process of Marriage and to establish a relationship with the couple.

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

A specified time for proper preparation and investigation on legal grounds would be at least 4 weeks. This would mean relevant searches could be made
properly, either
by banns, certificate, special license or Bishops licence.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

At least one face to face with both parties needs to be made and both parties sign a declaration of details in the presence of an authorized person so that
any
coercion might be identified and details agreed by both parties.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Yes so that all due process might be seen to be enacted.

Consultation Question 9:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Who would decide the risk of harm? Is this a step toward eradicating any check or balance on the institution of Marriage?
This could lead to a very private affair when Marriage is a Public Declaration of commitment of one man to one woman in a life long relationship within
the local
community. Marriage is supposed to be a strengthening of community.
Mitigation of risk of harm needs to be discussed at the face to face meeting.

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Status quo.

Consultation Question 11:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Officiants are already authorised and certified celebrants who may have problems in fulfilling the occasion but would have an agreeable alternative for
the place
of Celebration.

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But not imposed by Government nor the couple but agreed by all.

Please share your views below:

What other circumstances? Too nebulous.

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Banns read in the home parish of one of the couples, where ever that may be, reinforces the community aspect of Marriage. It is a means by which at
least some
check on the legality of the union is made.

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Banns should continue to be read in the Parish of both of the parties so maximum publicity of the plans might be established.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes to both if there is a hint of possibility of coercion or malpractice.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes a public statement is for the good of them as individuals, as a couple and for the community into which they will play their part.
A private declaration is good but a public declaration is essential.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Anglican preliminaries are considered legal by act of Parliament and should be seen as base line. Civil preliminaries seem to be less stringent.
The Act of Marriage should be strengthened not eroded.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Status quo.

Consultation Question 20:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Faith communities should still be able to offer faith ceremonies.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Status quo.

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Status quo

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Status quo.

Please share your views below:

If an unusual group want to conduct marriage services they should have to apply and be constrained by current legal statutes.

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Status quo

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

If the law of the land contradicts the statutes laid down in the Bible, the Bible must take precedent.
Public policy and morality has been and should always be contingent to the Judaeo Christian Faith as its bench mark and Canon.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

The Office of local Church Leader should be recognised as an officiant for the ceremony as well as any in that organisation or faith group who has been
recognised as having the authority to conduct ceremonies in the locality.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Status quo

Consultation Question 29:

No



Please expand on your answer:

Independent officiants would detract from the Community aspect of the ceremony.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Status quo

Consultation Question 31:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

There should not be independent Officiants.

Consultation Question 32:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

There should not be independents.

Consultation Question 33:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

There should not be independents involved.

Consultation Question 34:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

If they are nominated by a religious or non religious organisation they cannot be independent.

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The 'Dignity and solemnity' of marriage must be by the Celebrant and the whole process of marriage and the place and process of the event.
There needs to be a definition of 'dignity' and 'solemnity'.
The Biblical definition of marriage is the benchmark.

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Civil ceremonies yes but Faith ceremonies already have guidelines (Biblical ) and 'proper's' in training for Ministry by Faith groups.

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Status quo

Consultation Question 38:

No



Please expand on your answer:

What sort of standards would be set?
If a celebrant refuses to conduct a same sex ceremony would the General Register Office then deem that person unfit?
Define the circumstances of discipline.

Consultation Question 39:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

There should not be independents.

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Status quo.

Consultation Question 41:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

There should not be independents.

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A person cannot be married if they are not present at the ceremony. A simple signature is not enough. It is a public declaration of intent to commit their
lives to
each other.
A defined set of declarations protect the couple and society and strengthen both. Making it up or saying nothing invalidates the whole reason for doing it.
They
might as well continue to live with each other as before.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a community event and so making up your own takes away from the seriousness and solemnity as well as the continuity of the process and
event.
Secular themed weddings detract from the seriousness and solemnity of the occasion.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Status quo.

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Why not?

Please share your views below:



Might as well have a church wedding.
The Civil ceremonies we have heard about, seem to want to include religious content but without naming the God of Love.

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There may be a need for a civil ceremony for legal international reasons but wanting a religious service as well should not be prevented.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The ceremony is Public and community so it protects against forced marriage. Even today this is a problem in some places.
Marriage is a public not private matter.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a significant event and should be held in an appropriate place and not somewhere the couple want. It is a community event.
A place that is dignified and safe is open to interpretation but the status quo is adequate.

Please share your views below:

Non of these because they are not special for a special purpose.
Marriage is special.
This idea could then allow ceremonies in places like KFC.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Civil ceremonies should be public and special.

Consultation Question 50:

Other

Other

Other

Please expand on your answer:

If a couple want a civil wedding then they can choose to go to the local recognised civil venue. Why would they want to have their ceremony in a Faith
venue.
A couple who want a faith based ceremony would not want to go to a non faith based center.

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This should be a community responsibility, which some councils have abdicated.
There is a need for a community based decision about Wedding venues as it is a community event, faith community or secular community.

Consultation Question 52:

Other



Please expand on your answer:

This is unclear.
What is safe and dignified apart from what is now offered in Faith community buildings or Civic centers?
Safeguards must be in operation.

No

Please expand on your answer:

What is safe and dignified. Individuals can have very different ideas. Set places are more community and defined.

Consultation Question 53:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Status quo

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Status quo

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Status quo.

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

With safeguards.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Status quo

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

It is legal as long as they have consummated their marriage. Living apart for a reason is not a bar to being Married.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

A marriage is a public declaration in the community that the couple have committed themselves to each other for life.

Consultation Question 60:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There needs a time for reconciliation.

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Status quo

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

special case on compassionate grounds is laudable

Consultation Question 63:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Some sort of rapid certification should be applied.

Consultation Question 64:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Status quo.

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Status quo.

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Status quo.

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Face to face declarations needed even if sometime later for it to be legalised.



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Status quo.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Weddings Should be local and Community in nature. No need to go to sea.

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Status quo

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

no only possible if a community is involved, so sail boats and cargo ships not applicable. Marriage by Captain must be exceptional.

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Should be on land and local.

Consultation Question 72:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No independents, Captain only in exceptional circumstances.

No

Please expand on your answer:

No independents.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

There should be no independents.

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Should not be provision as Marriage is Local, public and communal.

Consultation Question 74:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Should not be provisioned for.



Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Travel expenses

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

compassion.

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Status quo.

Consultation Question 78:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

There is no need for this as civic centres and faith community buildings are already authorised

Consultation Question 79:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No need for new wedding locations.

Consultation Question 80:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No need for out of register office fee as ceremonies should be at the civic centre building.

Consultation Question 81:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

What does this mean? No clarity to question.

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Status quo.

Consultation Question 83:

(2) there should be no fee.

Please expand on your answer:

Compassionate grounds.



Consultation Question 84:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Status quo.

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

The present law does not prevent couples getting married particularly if faith communities provide the service at cost or below.

Doubt whether the provisional proposals would make much difference to numbers considered legally married.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Some couples prefer a registry office ceremony. Usually done simply but well.
Approved other premises will throw up other issues- cost would be commercial.
The cost of marrying in a registered place of worship are well known, but vary by denominations and vision for the institution of Marriage of one man and
one
woman for life.
There is little need for any other alternates if you want to maintain the safety, seriousness and solemnity. Hopefully a once in a life time event so should
be
special and meaningful.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Register office ceremonies are known to be simple and reasonable.
Other sites including outdoors should not be advocated.
Some faith groups advocate a civil ceremony for the legal aspects and then provide a free service of a spiritual nature to follow to demonstrate and teach
the true
nature of Marriage as the Bible indicates.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Civic centres and faith establishments should be the normal places for weddings.
More money is spent on the wedding dress and the reception than the ceremony itself so business opportunities should be a by product and accessory
to the
ceremony.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Marriage should be within the community in which the couple are to live.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Local.

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Marriage should be on land and local

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

as above.

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

Not in our remit.
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Personal response
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Email:
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Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Married in church

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This proposal does not go far enough. Officiants should be instructed in the range of meanings of dignity and solemnity

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It should not be possible to get married without being present at the ceremony

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This proposal obviates the previous proposals to maintain the solemnity of the marriage ceremony.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

In todays society it is essential to keep the open doors policy to prevent forced marriages

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

"anywhere" is far to wide a categree.

on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Must be publicly accessible - See question47



Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Needs definition

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YF97-M

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-31 12:30:55

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

private citizen

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

not necessary

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I am responding to this consultation as it is clear that marriages are the necessary foundation for a society that is healthy and flushing. Civil partnerships
and co-habitation do not do this

Other

Please expand on your answer:

n/a

Other

Please expand on your answer:

n/a

Other

Please expand on your answer:

n/a



Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

n/a

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

no experience

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A good safeguard

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

again this is a good safeguard

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

7 days or more . It is important that this very serious step in life should be taken seriously and prepared for adequately and that is seen that the persons
are at one in wanting marriage.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

An interview is very important to make sure the marriage is mutually wanted and that both parties are in their 'right mind' to make consent. Marriages for
money made with people with dementia etc must be prevented

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

notice could be given but the interview of the parties is very important to take place before marriage

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But 12 months seems to be a long time

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



this seems appropriate

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Only if the substitute officiant is formerly qualified

Consultation Question 13:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I would like more information about this before answering

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

The banns should be published in both the churches to which the individuals about to be married belong

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes. Clergy should have the power to call for documentary evidences etc and 2. yes should be required to meet with each of the couples separately
before the banns are published.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes indeed.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Why not?

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage should be a public ceremony as it affects society. It is not just a private affair between two individuals. An officiant needs also to see that the
words used conform to the necessary public legal declaration.

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Churches sometimes need an officiant as they do not have an authorised person. Also as I have said above that the marriage needs to be officially
recognised as marriages are the best basis for a healthy society. This has been proved.

Consultation Question 21:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Two witnesses would be better as one can be biased or corrupted

Consultation Question 22:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The church in Wales is or is about to agree to hold same sex marriages which are not marriages therefore they should not be recognised.

Consultation Question 23:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is the bedrock of a good and healthy society and therefore the officiant should be an official of society in general

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is the bedrock of society in general. The beliefs and practice of the non-religious organisation may not match the true nature of society.

Please share your views below:

Humanism; Marxism ??

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes: a sincerely held belief about marriage which matches that of society in general in its reasons for marriage and the bringing up of children to be good
citizens as held over the centuries and stemming from a Judeo-Christian source

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Public policy or morality changes over time and is too subjective. It could mean people who hold a perfectly valid but unpopular stance from nominating
officials.

The focus needs to be on objective criteria so that democracy and the rule of law is upheld

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

No. Officiants must be trained and have views in harmony with the intents that marriage should be considered a foundational building block of society

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a public good and essential to the foundation of a good society therefore there a list of acceptable officiants should be kept

Consultation Question 29:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Wedding officiants need to be trained or have good understandings of the meaning of marriage. Marriage is an important ceremony of public status. This
high status must be retained at all times and an independent officiant may be happy to conduct a wedding in unsuitable situations so that the couple do
not understand the high status marriage should have because of its contribution to the stability of society. Also they are likely to cause the words used to
be illegal and invalid. They might be willing to conduct same sex marriages which are no marriages. Marriage is a serious contract and it must be seen to
be so.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Of course. Fit and proper in their attitudes and beliefs regarding marriage and its proper status for society to flourish and therefore conduct the service
with that in mind.

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Absolutely and the content of training to be determined by the Registrar General must be vetted by others who are concerned for the high status of
marriage in society which is based on a Judeo-Christian platform

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Any financial payment must be kept at a minimum and be subject to the expression of their beliefs.

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There must be a limit to charges

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Conflicts of interest Marriage is too important an occasion for this sort of thing. Officiants must be subject to control, responsible to one higher authority .
It is important that officiants believe and stand for the beliefs of one religious or non-religious organisation so they can be accountable.

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Absolutely

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The prescribed words form a foundation for the declaration that is required for a legal marriage. Marriage is a part of the foundation of a good society. It
is not to be entered into lightly. The couple and others present must be aware of this fact.

A marriage conducted without words is no marriage. Solemn promises should be entered into with witnesses for such an important step. Marriage is not
just a private affair. Society is involved.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A legal marriage ceremony must reflect the seriousness of the step the parties are taking which is not just a private matter: it is important for society as a
whole and must be seen to be so

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Either the couple want a civil ceremony or a religious one. They cannot pick and choose bits of 'religion' as they see it to incorporate into their marriage
service. To do so is likely to misinterpret the religious meaning and send out wrong ideas about the religion which can offend real participants

Please share your views below:

none

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Some religious bodies, or say a church, may not have a person who can be an officiant at the wedding but the couple and friends would like a religious
ceremony. This is a way forward in this situation

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is not a private affair. It has serious implications for society. It is part of the foundation of a healthy flourishing society and therefore must be
open to anyone to attend and witness.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

within reason. Some churches do not have their own premises but use schools and community centres etc. and these are not licensed for marriages.

But it is important that the venue is a dignified place suitable for a solemn and serious public event . There must be safeguards to determine what is
dignified and safe. No venue should be used which undermines the solemnity and seriousness of what is taking place and which can involve the presence
of the public

outdoors,, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

Outdoors : yes.

In private homes provided there ise access for the public as a marriage ceremony is an event which involves the public: society.

Inland waters etc : unlikely to allow public access and witness. The importance of the marriage ceremony is the ceremony. The place is important in
backing up the sense of marriage being a very serious event pertaining to society as a whole, so no

in the air, and/or: no This removes the sense of the marriage belonging to society as whole and trivialises it. This should be ruled out.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

They must be accessible to the public as the ceremony is about a public commitment about a basic element of a healthy flourishing society. Its is not a
private matter and must be seen not to be a private matter

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Other

No

Please expand on your answer:

If this sort of thing is allow it is likely to produce great confusions all round if allowed!! Clarity of faith or none must be preserved.

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Higher authority is necessary to preserve clarity . The officiant must have directions from the General Register Office and then send in the details for
approval

Consultation Question 52:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

But what do you mean by 'safe' and 'dignified'? These words need clarifying to preserve the solemnity etc of the occasion.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But then the officiant must apply to the General Register Office for approval

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

1. The General Register Office
2. The site should be visited by a person from the GRO from time to time to make sure of its suitability

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It is a solemn and important occasion with ramifications for both families and society and so must be verified in every way to enhance its seriousness.

Consultation Question 55:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Both

Consultation Question 56:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

If it is introduced, it must have a paper statement alongside it

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Witnesses are es
sential for what is a public ceremony to do with the basis of society. Marriage is not a private affair

Thw schedule must be signed to register the marriage.

It depends what the mistakes are in the schedule

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 59:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This sounds as if a marriage of convenience could take place. Marriages of convenience must be barred

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There must be provision for either partner to plead lack of consent: forced marriages etc

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

none as far as I know

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

True consent must be given by the terminal ill person to avoid marriage for the purpose of someone gaining the terminal ill persons wealth wrongly

Consultation Question 64:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is important to society as a whole. It has an effect on society being a basic building block for a healthy and good society and is a very serious
step to take. A Registrar General's licence proclaims this importance to the couple and witnesses etc.

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

"Both stages of civil preliminaries to take place entirely remotely": I think that further thought etc is necessary here to prevent marriages where there is
no real consent by one of the persons involved



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

iffy : more thought needed here?

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The location must be where public access is available. Marriage is a serious affair which has ramifications for society in general and must not be trivialised
by taking place in such a location. The location should be a secondary concern for the parties. The solemn vows need to be available to be heard by all
society

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See above: Marriage is an important element of the basis of society in general. Public access must be available where this access can be expected to be
had

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

No Marriage is a matter for society: it belongs to the foundation of a good society and availability to public hearing must be preserved

Consultation Question 71:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

They should not be marrying on board a ship with no access to the public and if they do it is important that the officiant is named and is one the officiants
on the approved list

Consultation Question 72:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This should not be allowed

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But it should not happen

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But it should not happen anyway

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

n/a

Consultation Question 74:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

no evidence for either

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Marriage is a serious step to take. Cost should help show that it is serious but of benefit to society and therefore costs should be kept low

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

some usefulness in allowing marriages in other than register offices but there is quite a lot of ideas which lead to trivialising marriages and their
relationship to society of which they are an important element.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

n/a

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

There should not be anything approved which trivialises this very important ceremony and marriages relationship to society. Some of the proposed
scheme has this detrimental effect. Society is then seen not to be a concern when it should be a concern of all to support and enhance the quality of
society as this has an effect on the lives of everyone belonging to it. The qualify of society is hugely important to flourishing

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

n/a

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

n/a

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

n/a

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

n/a

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

n/a

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

n/a



Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

n/a



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YFZR-G

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-31 12:38:09

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

None

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I was married by civil ceremony at a Register Office, conducted by a Registrar.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Consultation Question 2:



Please share your views below:

No barriers.

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

none

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a formal covenant, in which society and the local community have a part to play.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Haste in arranging a marriage does not bode well for its durability and commitment.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

This would have the effect of eroding the importance and consequence of marriage - doing it 'on the fly'.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Yes it should continue to be possible.

Consultation Question 9:

No

Please expand on your answer:

How would it possible to know in advance whether this public display would expose the couple to harm?

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Please share your views below:

none

Consultation Question 13:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

No, they should be published in other churches within the local community (Deanery)

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes to both. 'Marriage is an honourable estate, not to be undertaken lightly'. The couple should have to show they have thought through what they intend
to do.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

They should both be required to attend.

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

With relevant training

Consultation Question 23:

Other



Please expand on your answer:

Regardless of whether an organisation is religious or non-religious or who nominates them, all officiants should be licenced by the State, after proper
training. This would remove the problem of some religious weddings not being legally recognised.

Consultation Question 24:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Certainly such organisation should be formally defined but how will distinction be made between serious and recognised 'non-belief' organisations and
sham or crank groupings. Could a Hell's Angels chapter hold weddings with its own officiant?

More importantly, forced marriages could be conducted by sham organisations, masquerading as religious or non-'belief. What protections are proposed
to counter this danger?

Please share your views below:

See answer to 24. There must be strong and serious regulations of organisations conducting marriages.

If a couple want their wedding to have a theme or context, there would be no problem with this providing the legal aspects are handled by properly
licenced officiants, and due legal declarations made and recorded.

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

How will the State determine whether an organisation has 'a sincerely held belief'? What administrative overhead would be needed to carry out such
checks?

Such organisations should be national in their reach and publicly recognised. Smaller organisations should use the services of a local State Registrar.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

OBVIOUSLY - YES
What about contrary to British Values??

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

This should be both office AND individual identity.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

What is an 'independent officiant'? How will the State train them and check their conduct and performance?

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes - but how will this be done? Who will do due diligence on proposals as to a person's fitness for the office? Has the cost of this admin overhead been
considered?

Consultation Question 31:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

1. Age is irrelevant if an adult.
2. Two is covered in 3.
3. - this is essential!

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

YES - but who determines whether a conflict of interest exists? What would constitute a conflict of interest in this context?

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

OF COURSE - WHY IS THIS EVEN A QUESTION?
But who will check that they do this? And how?
There should be vetting of an individuals motivation for becoming and officiant.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

OF COURSE - WHY IS THIS EVEN A QUESTION?
To fail to do this would leave the way open for 'wedding anarchy' which could seriously undermine the gravity and importance (to society not just the
couple) of the event.

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But - the State should also have a role in monitoring the performance of officiants. Small organisations may not have to experience to tell if things are
being done correctly.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Other



Please expand on your answer:

There should be periodic re-training.

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

1. a. consent should oral so that the assembled gathering can hear it clearly
1. b. no - this additional safeguard should still be required and the assembled gathering should be able to hear the declaration.

2, 3, & 4. Yes.

Consultation Question 43:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

YES - but only if the ceremony is conducted with due formality, recognising the importance and seriousness of the even and the need for strong
relationships, leading to strong families and strong society.
The officiant would have an important role to play in ensuring that the ceremony os not gimmicky or trivial in nature.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage does not just concern the couple. Local communities and society also have a stake in the formation of new family units which, ultimately
constitute the principal fabric of society.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriages should take place in a venue which allows for formality, for everyone present to hear what is said, for the congregation and community to be 
part of the event, to support the couple.



 
If this proposal becomes law then it risks debasing the whole gravity and importance of the relationships which is being established, if inappropriate
venues are used.

Please share your views below:

Appropriate venues should be defined by what they provide in terms of good quality facilities and an atmosphere and environment which reflects the
importance of what is to take place, rather than just by physical location. Such characteristics would include space for all the assembled gathering; 'open
doors', the ability for everyone present to hear what is going on and participate (not in an aircraft!), no distractions.

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

No

Please expand on your answer:

There is no need to legislate on this. Small independent churches often provide a great context for their members' weddings and a local Registrar is
engaged to conduct the legal aspects.

Non-religious organisations are unlikely to want to conduct weddings in a religious venue.

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes - but subject to clear restrictions and guidelines - seen answer to Q48

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

No

Please expand on your answer:

English should always be used, Welsh can also be used.



Consultation Question 56:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This opens up the system to abuse by criminals conducting sham or forced weddings.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There must be witnesses and signatures

Consultation Question 58:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Why are such marriages considered to need different treatment for others?
Having a terminal illness should be no barrier to a regular marriage - special arrangements could be made for registration and notice if needed.

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:



Other

Please expand on your answer:

The rule should be same as non-terminally ill people.

Consultation Question 66:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

See Q65

Consultation Question 67:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

1. Yes
2. No
3. No
4. No

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Only if the nature of venue meets all the requirements for attendance by a congregation or gather, formality, access, due ceremony. See answer to
questions on Location.

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YFEG-G

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-31 12:55:25

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

None

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Widowed

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not applicable

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not applicable

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not applicable

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:



Not applicable

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

None

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

My response is generally NO, but there might be circumstances that would make that impossible eg: a couple may have built their relationship in the UK
or somewhere else, but due to work committments one party cannot be present for the seven prior days.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

I think that only one of the parties should be allowed a remote interview if necessary, to prevent sham, forced or even trivial marriages.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Any officiant should be interviewed / checked to assertain their understanding of the responsibility of their role and apprecision of the seriousness of
marriage.

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

In unavoidable circumstances, I agree.



Please share your views below:

No, not without being interviewed/ checked.

Consultation Question 13:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes, I think both are a necessary requirement.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As all sorts of random belief systems are popping up as organisations,I believe that the presence of a Registration Officer would help to protect the
foundational British concept of marriage.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

I hope that a Registration Officer would also be present.

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Their belief system may not advocate and teach monogomy or other life styles in line with British law.

Please share your views below:

As stated above - organisations that do not have fidelity and monogamy as fundamentals in their belief system, should be listed as unsuitable to officiate.

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Yes, they should be excluded.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Whether by office or otherwise, they should be a respected individual.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As stated previously, they should be interviewed/ checked for their apreciation of their responsibility.

Consultation Question 30:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

it rather depends on the organisation as to what they consider is a 'fit and proper' person.

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Other

Please expand on your answer:



I believe that there should be a limit to the fees that officiants charge.

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is very important - the officiant should check that the venue chosen for the marriage is appropriate and consistant with 'dignity' - ("formal, the state
or quality of being worthy of honour" Collins Dictionary).
Also to be checked should be the wording of the ceremony, that it reflects the seriousness and solemnity of the vows of committment that are to be
made and that the couple take them seriously.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I think this is risky - the organisation itself may need to be monitored - what to they consider is 'fit and proper'?

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I believe that whenever possible each party should verbally consent in the hearing of those gathered as witnesses. The signing of the marriage document
is the legal confirmation of the committment already made to one another.

Consultation Question 43:

Other



Please expand on your answer:

Consideration needs to be taken regarding the beliefs of the officiant and the parties that they comply with British law and the General Register Office
who hopefully has checked that the ceremony will be conducted with dignityand solemnity - as mentioned previously.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

They should be able to be trusted to comply with all the above conditions.

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Readings or Scriptures that endorse the sanctity of marriage ordained by God.

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There may be reasons why the religious service has been delayed, but the couple wanted to be legally married eg. before moving into a house together,
but still wish to confirm their committment to one another before God.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is not only an institution for two people, but an event that affects society and should be publicly aclaimed, upheld and witnessed by others, both
family and friends.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

That would be impossible to ensure the ceremony was held in a 'dignified and solemn' way. Some venues chosen, for example, might be in a night club,
which would be very inappropriate .

on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

In the case of all of those ticked, it would be very difficult to have an 'open door' availability which is an important factor as stated previously. Also, the
solemnity of the occasion is more likely to be lost. Couples need to understand, that although they may share a sport or activity together in life, the
marriage ceremony is not the place for them to indulge in it - would a double bed be suitable? I hope not!
However, there may be situations where a private home is necessary, for example, for where one or both parties are disabled.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As stated previously, marriage affects society and should be open so that the vows made by law are able to be witnessed by anyone with interest, not just
a chosen few.

Consultation Question 50:



No

No

No

Please expand on your answer:

If the Trustees or leaders of a religious or other venue are comfortable with the form of ceremony planned, I see no problem, but they should have the
option of denying use of their premises.

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Generally, I agree, but the officiant should consult with the owners of any premises and respect their wishes.

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There needs to be strong guidance on what is 'safe and dignified'

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, that advice should be very clear and have boundaries.

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

The owner or overseers of the premises should have the prerogative of deciding and the officiant should communicate with them.



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUJV-K

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-31 12:55:33

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

I am a member of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I was married in my church

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Limited numbers allow formal wedding ceremonies to take place without pomp.



Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage obligations require some formality to the preparation process.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Other than for covid reasons interview should be face to face

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

I dont understand the proposal

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Subject to safeguards

Please share your views below:

No

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Why?



Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

OK

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

OK

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

OK

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Religious leaders should be able to

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I dont understand



Please share your views below:

I dont understand

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There should be a limit

Consultation Question 34:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Registrar General

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Some review needed

Consultation Question 41:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I dont understand

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Why just Anglical Jew and Quaker

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Some formal setting needed

outdoors,, on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

No

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees



Consultation Question 75:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(2) there should be no fee.

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

No

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



No

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

No

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

No

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

None

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

None

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

None



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YFHU-1

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-31 12:56:41

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No



Please expand on your answer:

Surely if a couple want to marry they are making a commitment to one another so a settled period of residence is part of that commitment.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It is important that the registrar assesses those who wish to marry and discusses in person what is expected in the ceremony

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

This gives a longer period of time in which to sort out requirements .

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

This has proved to be satisfactory up till now. Why should it be changed?

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Some churches dont conduct Wedding ceremonies very regularly so are very unfamiliar with the legalities so a civil registrar attends the ceremony to deal
with this otherwise the couple would need a civil ceremony to make things legal

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

That last statement"contrary........... is possibly too subjective as could risk those with unpopular but legal views being excluded from nominating someone
to officiate. this could possibly lead to promoting illegal activity. The devil is often in the detail.
Criteria could be concentrated on that promote illegal or support some sort of illegal activity ie terrorism that could lead to the overthrow of democracy
or lead to anarchy.



Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

At the moment those who officiate at weddings are highly trained registrars or religious representatives who are very likely to have strongly held beliefs
on marriage.This idea could easily lead to allowing officiants who may not place such high value on this ceremony.
Currently independent officiants can conduct weddings that are not legally binding . Such ceremonies have been performed under water, at a ruined
leper hospital on Halloween,or couples have been dressed up as hedgehogs and other things. If independent officiants were allowed these could become
legally binding thus severely undermining the dignity of marriage.

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a commitment ,which I believe should be taken very seriously but without any prescribed words as proposed the whole ceremony can be
treated casually.The prescibed words surely form the basis of the marriage ceremony and without them the whole thing can become meaningless.
These words are only a small part of the ceremony as there is already quite a bit of flexibility about what happens in the rest of the wedding ceremony.
Marriage is one of the building blocks of society so without legally required words people could think that marriage is just a private affair.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Legal wedding ceremonies should reflect the seriousness of the commitment being made. If the words are entirely left up to the parties concerned and
the officiant this could make a mockery of the whole thing.
Personalisation will damage the dignity of the marriage ceremony as there is nothing to stop a couple finding an officiant who will agree to the most
outlandish of wishes.
Non-legally binding ceremonies can already be personalised to what couples want some examples being underwater, a comic book convention with the
couple dressing as fictional characters,in a sadomasochism dungeon or a ruined leper hospital at Halloween.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No



Please expand on your answer:

As already stated marriage is important to society as a whole so the 'open doors ' requirement is an important part of the wedding ceremony because it
makes it clear marriage is not a private affair
If marriages are open to any member of the public it can be a way of protecting against forced marriage or bigamy
.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

There could be advantages her as some churches worship in schools or community centres but cannot hold weddings there.
However it seems there could be more dangers to this as it is very unclear how the dignity of a marriage ceremony will be upheld if the possibility of
unsuitable venues being used is not clearly safeguarded
As already stated unofficial weddings have been held underwater etc These settings clearly trivialise marriage. When the Law Commission has already
made it clear that it sees no objection weddings 'in the air' one wonders what they mean when they say that venues must be 'dignified and safe'. How
broadly could this be interpreted?

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YFFB-C

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-31 13:03:40

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

For information I was first married in church in 1969 and had a very happy marriage with 3 children but my first wife died of breast cancer in 1998. 4
years later I married again in church and my now wife is accepted mother to the children and grandmother to the 6 grandchildren. My 3 children all
married in church within 5 years of my second marriage and have stable family relationships.

I have learned how the promises made when married "in sickness and health, for richer for poorer etc~" are very apposite.

For the strength, stability and prosperity of society strong, committed lasting relationships are essential and therefore any arrangements re marriage or
civil partnerships etc should be taken very seriously and not rushed.

I recognise there may be circumstances for financial reasons are a couple may feel it necessary to go though a ceremony to protect their joint interests.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

N/A

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

N/A

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is not something to be rushed so at least a month should be necessary.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

When I married for a second time following the death of my first wife I was a bit taken aback by the questions asked at the interview but soon realised
they were intended as a protection to either party should they be in a sham our forced marriage. In view of the apparent increase in these I can see not
only the need for an interview but for all to be in person as body language etc are important in discerning the position.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Yes.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

They should be published in any other church they regularly attend to be affective.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes to 1. Not necessarily each separately, unless the clergy deem it wise, but both should be seen together first.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Important when married in Church the it is understood what is being committed to before God.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I think it important that the fees should be made clear to those paying for the wedding at the outset so there is no dispute or the figure hidden within
some general charge.

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Both in relation to their part in the proceedings and also make sure the proceedings themselves are dignified and solemn. It is vital people realise the
importance of what they are doing and the need for lasting commitment.

A clear definition of what is meant by dignified and solemn would be helpful.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Provided it is made clear to those participating in the ceremony which organisation has nominated them so they can report to them if there is a genuine
issue.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This risks undermining the solemnity of the wedding ceremony and denying the seriousness of the commitment being made. As I have mentioned earlier
some of the promises made about sickness and health, for richer for poorer etc need to be born in mind by this committing themselves to each other.
The concern is it otherwise becomes a rather consumerist exercise. There is already a large amount of flexibility in the wedding ceremony. The prescribed
words are minimal and couples can add to them in all sorts of ways.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As previously commented it is important the service reflects the joy and seriousness of the commitment. The idea that a couple should be able to choose
everything about a wedding ceremony comes from a wrong view of marriage. A wedding is a public declaration in which society and the state have an
interest.

Consultation Question 44:



Other

Please expand on your answer:

Bear in mind the above answers

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This provides a possible protection against forced marriages etc and recognises it has public significance not just a private matter.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As previously commented they need to be sufficiently dignified and solemn, with full understanding of the implications which can get lost if the wedding
is more of a "Show".

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Subject to above comments and guidance.

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Clear guidance on what these terms mean should be given.



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not sure

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Numbers 2 and 3 should be retained.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

My only experience was in the case of a young man with a terminal illness that was allowed, even during the "Lockdown", and which worked well.

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Only when absolutely necessary

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Subject to the provisions of dignity etc.

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Subject to all the normal procedures being followed and it remaining a suitable place for dignity etc.



Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The name should be given and known to have fulfilled all their requirements.

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

If those paying for the wedding can afford to pay the fee without difficulty then it should be paid. If they cannot then should be reduced on
compassionate grounds.

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

See answer above at 76.

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

They should make it easier for couples to marry and therefore lead to more legal marriages.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

My only experience is of my families church weddings which were virtually free so far as the church was concerned!

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YFZJ-8

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-31 13:04:36

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

None, I am fully retired.

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

My wife & I were formally married in a church.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not applicable

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not applicable.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not applicable.

Consultation Question 2:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I see no reason to loosen these restrictions.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is a reasonable approach in these modern times.

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

I believe that it should be increased to one month.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

It could be possible, but should be avoided unless there are very good reasons.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Notice of marriage should always be publicly displayed.

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Such circumstances need to be clarified.

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Why not?

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

They must be published in the church, but could be copied to other (eg on-line) sites.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

1. Yes.
2. Only if a joint meeting appears to be unsatisfactory.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

These are the national churches, and marriage is an important action.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Church weddings should be officiated by church officers.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 23:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

1. Yes
2. I do not believe that officiating at marriages should be open to non-religious belief organisations

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Only religious organisations or the state should be entitled to officiate.

Please share your views below:

None should be included.

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Yes, of course.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Such details need to bepblic.

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Only if we have to authorise independent officiants.

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 33:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I dot agree with "independent officiants".

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But this does not go far enough. the officiants need to be responsible for the content & tone of the ceremony, to uphold the solemnity & dignity of
marriage. Thes latter terms need strict definition

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If the organisation fails to monitor officiants, it should loose the authority to conduct marriages'.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

What is professional development?

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Marriage should require:
- The presence of both parties.
- Both parties to declare that there is no impediment to marriage.
- A declaration of consent in the ceremony.
- A formal procedure following set rules, and not a personal "ceremony".

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a very important event, and should follow predetermined form which reflects the seriousness & solemnity of the event.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The form should be acceptable to the General Register Office, but be the choice of the group concerned.

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

No comment.

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Although marriage follows a civil marriage ceremony, couples should be able to re-confirm this in a religious service.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

These "open doors" make the marriage ceremony a public event, and help provide protection against forced marriage.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a solemn and important event which take place in authorised settings.

Please share your views below:

Such venues could be authorised, but only if the solemnity & seriousness of the event is not undermined.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Public accessibility should be maintained,

Consultation Question 50:



No

Yes

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

With a possibility of appeal to the General Register Council.

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But these two terms need to be clarified.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This seems to be common-sense.

Please share your views below:

The General Register Office, through local councils.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Same-sex partnerships are not proper marriages.

No



Please expand on your answer:

The proper procedures need to be followed.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

They have not married!

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This gives greater flexibility.

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

I have no knowledge of this aspect.

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

No



Please expand on your answer:

These are major changes that should need primary legislation.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Under strict restriction, eg permitted in a ship's chapel.

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

No.

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Possibly, but why?

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This could deter a couple from becoming married.



Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Why not?

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Legal marriage should be reserved for mixed sex couples, with lgal partnerships possible in other cases.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No comment.



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No comment.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

No comment.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

No comment.

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No comment.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No comment.

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No comment.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No comment.

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No comment.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No comment.

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

No comment.



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YFPS-7

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-31 13:04:44

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Peterborough Registration Service

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Response on behalf of an organisation

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It has no relevance on a civil marriage as to where a couple live. This current law simply adds confusion and complication to the notice of intention
process.

Consultation Question 5:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This would double the workload as dealing with the notice twice - once when paperwork received and again when interview takes place.

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

If there is an issue with id documents or divorce papers then neither 3 or 7 days is enough time to sort this before the ceremony. If a divorce document
has to be cleared by General Register Office then sometimes even the existing 28 days is tight.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

A face to face interview allows the registrar to 'get a feel' for the interaction between the couple etc which can then raise concerns about a sham or forced
marriage. You would not get this from a remote interview and an individual could have prompts/answers written out of view from a camera whereas in a
face to face, the registrar has clear sight of everything.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

I see no reason why this could not be possible as long as the person taking the notice is fully trained and has access to RON. I assume this would be for
ceremonies taking place in England and Wales.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The current practise of printing out and displaying on a notice board is old fashioned and limits viewing to people visiting the register office. On line
makes is more visible and available.

Consultation Question 10:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Before covid I would have agreed, but this current pandemic situation has resulted in so many couples moving their ceremony by one year and the
consequence has been that many couples need to give their notice again which has added to the workload and pressure at register offices, plus
inconvenience for couples.
A 2 year period gives greater flexibilty.

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I agree that it should nominate the category of officiant (registration officer, clergy) but not the actual individual's name. Our ceremony rota can be
constantly changing and the individual's name may not be known until just before the ceremony.

Consultation Question 12:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If it is the case that an actual officiant's name is on the schedule then this rule would have to be in place to cover unexpected circumstance.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I am unaware of this rule so feel unable to comment

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

An online process would make all banns visible to a wider range of people. You would have to know where a person was getting married in order to view
the banns and then possibly raise an objection.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

I believe the process for Anglican wedding should follow the same strict legal process as for civil ceremonies. This makes all legal preliminaries fair and
equal irrespective of where the marriage is taking place.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

I believe the process for Anglican wedding should follow the same strict legal process as for civil ceremonies. This makes all legal preliminaries fair and
equal irrespective of where the marriage is taking place.

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:

Unless Anglican preliminaries are changed then all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries to make it fair and equal to all couples.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There has to be some control over who officiates. By the governing authority nominating they can ensure that standards and training are in place before
a person is allowed to officiate.

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Yes - for the organisation to complete such an important legal and binding ceremony, the organisation must be a valued, lawful and respected one.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There has to be some over riding control and it sits well with GRO

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is an important, legal and life-binding process so it must be conducted by someone who is fit for the role.

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:



No

Please expand on your answer:

I believe there should be a limit of fees otherwise it will turn into a competive and marketing business

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If there is a time limit then this allows for the person's standards and practises to be reviewed and 'passed' before they are allowed to continue. If there is
not time limit then who will monitor if there standards and process has declined over the years?

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This would surely muddy the waters between civil and religious. If couples choose a civil ceremony it is because they are not religious so why would they
want to include religious content?

Please share your views below:

Some religious music could be allowed at civil ceremonies - we often get asked for a particular piece of music because the couple like it for what it is and
not particularly because it is religious.

Consultation Question 46:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There has to be some boundaries for the sake of the health and safety of the officiant. I can imagine what types of locations staff could be asked to go to
which would result in a pre-ceremony field trip to determine access, suitability etc which we just do not have the time to do.

on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or

Please share your views below:

As above, there has to be some boundaries in order to look after the health and safety of the officiant. I can imagine what types of locations staff could be
asked to go to which would result in a pre-ceremony field trip to determine access, suitability etc which we just do not have the time to do.

Consultation Question 49:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There needs to be universal boundaries and guidance

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

The over arching pre approval process could be set by General Register Office with the responsible person for each organisation determining if there
nominated officiants can go to that location

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

I don't see any problems with the law how it is

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This could be difficult if a person is very poorly but would give the officer reassurance that the ill person is able to understand the nature of what they are
consenting to and establish the seriousness of their condition. It is very stressful and difficult to turn up at a hospital only to realise the terminally ill
person is not well enough in your opinion to consent to marriage.

Consultation Question 64:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I agree in part to one system but it has to be able to be issued at very short notice.

Consultation Question 65:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If someone is terminally ill it is unlikely they need the schedule valid for 12 months and if this is the case then should be able to give notice and marry
under the usual conditions.

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not sure how you would determine who is at risk of death

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Personally I am unsure as to the need to marry on water and do not feel I know enough about this to comment

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Personally I am unsure as to the need to marry on water and do not feel I know enough about this to comment. I am not aware of much demand to
marry on water.

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(1) the same fee as other cases in which the registration officer must travel to the person giving notice, set nationally on a cost-recovery basis; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A housebound or detained person has not chosen where they marry so cannot be charged the same as a couple that have chosen to marry at a
hotel/castle/stately home etc.

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

I believe that if a couple want to marry they will do regardless of the process or laws in place. If someone does not want to commit to a legally binding
contract with a partner then being able to do this in a field or up a mountain would not make any difference to their views and opinions.
The greatest benefit is that muslim nikah ceremonies taking place would have the legal contract as well which protects the couple and ensures they are
legally married.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I do believe that once a couple are committed to marrying then a greater choice and freedom of places is a good thing.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUJ9-P

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-31 13:14:22

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Not applicable

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::
not applicable

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Not applicable

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

At the moment many churches do not have someone who can officiate at a wedding and so the registrar officiates to ensure that all the proper legalities
are undertaken. Many churches are small with elderly congregations and so would not be able to appoint a specific person to oversee weddings. Many
could end up breaking the law totally unknowingly.

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

I feel that “contrary to public policy or morality” is much too subjective an assessment. It seems to me that it would risk those with unpopular but entirely
legal views being excluded from nominating officiants.
I think it would be better if the test focused on objective criteria. So for instance these could include promoting purposes that are illegal or support illegal
activities (such as terrorism), that advocate the violent overthrow of democracy, or that undermine the law of our country.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I know so called weddings have taken place in a weird variety of settings although these have not been legally binding. With independent officiants
anything could take place and would greatly undermine the solemnity of marriage and what people are supposed to be committing to.

I also understood that the cost of weddings was meant to be reduced but with anyone allowed to do anything the market is wide open for people to
charge what they like and no doubt will charge more the stranger the setting etc

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I believe that the prescribed words form a foundation required for a marriage. Without them the wedding ceremony can become meaningless and then
just a certificate from the Government.
It is my opinion that marriage is based on solemn promises made between two people. If these proposals were adopted you could have a legally
recognised wedding in which the couple make no promises. Surely the commitment made in marriage must be taken
very seriously, and without the prescribed words it is much easier to treat the ceremony casually.
The prescribed words, although extremely important actually form a small part of the
entire ceremony and the rules are already extremely flexible about what happens in the rest of the ceremony. I am sure that the prescribed words could
be included at some stage during the ceremony.

Consultation Question 43:

No



Please expand on your answer:

I am concerned that a legal ceremony reflecting the seriousness of the commitment being made by the couple will be seen as less important than what
the couple want to do on the day.
I think that yet again the requirement to ensure that the ceremony doesn't undermine the dignity etc of marriage is far too subjective and I am sure that
there will always be someone who would agree to the most outlandish of wishes.
Again this would encourage commercialisation with those pushing the boundaries most likely to be those profiting most.
I am also very concerned that people could customise their wedding with a mix of faith ceremonies that could be extremely offensive to people practising
those faiths

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

By having an open door policy it makes clear that the wedding is important for society as a whole.
A closed door policy says that the wedding is only important for the couple themselves whereas marriage is an important building brick of society as a
whole.
It is also a safeguard for bigamy and forced marriages.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I cannot see anywhere that safeguards unsuitable venues being used. As such the dignity of the occasion will be lost. This is a very serious concern as the
Law Commission has made it clear from their statement that the terms dignified and safe can be interpreted very broadly.
Some unofficial weddings have taken place in rather bizarre settings and if this was allowed to be an official ceremony then I feel that it totally trivialises
marriage.

outdoors,, on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

Yes, I totally feel that weddings in various settings mentioned above should be limited for the reasons outlined in my earlier response to this question.

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YFGX-3

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-31 13:23:55

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This would mean that couples would no longer be able to marry in The Free Presbyterian Church of Scotland and other non- conformist churches. Most
churches depend on civil registrars to register the wedding.

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

When the proposal states "contrary to public policy or morality" this could discriminate against those that hold religious beliefs that are legal. The test
should focus on objective criteria, to prevent illegal activity.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This could weaken the seriousness of marriage by not having highly trained registrars or religious representatives.
An independent officiant could conduct a pseudo-religious wedding ceremony that is not consistent with the religion they pick. This could distort the view
of that particular religious group which would be unfair. Not all religious groups accept same sex marriage as agreeable to their faith.

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This would mean that marriage would be a less serious matter. The prescribed words have always been required for marriage and without these
promises legal marriage would be no more than a certificate and the commitment between man and wife would not be as firm.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is important that the couple know marriage is a serious commitment that they are making. Making ceremonies 'meaningfully personalised' would
deflect from the seriousness of the commitment.



Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is not a private affair but it is important to the rest of our society. Keeping weddings open to the public this could prevent forced marriages and
bigamy.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This would mean an inappropriate place could be chosen. The consultation does not clearly define what 'dignified and safe' means Weddings should
always be a solemn event. Some settings could detract from this.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YFZM-B

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-31 13:28:20

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

NA

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a serious undertaking and while there certainly are steps needed to update the rule this is not one.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

remote interviews would be ok but there would need to be manage meant of security -as would be the case for exams.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

ok

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

yes, these are both necessary - Marriage is a serious undertaking and these requirements reflect that.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

yes, both of the couple should do this

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a serious undertaking and the requirement that 20 members meeting in "furtherance of their beliefs" could seriously under mine the
seriousness and importance of marriage

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:



NO. This could be taken to mean that an organisation that believed that marriage was only between one man and one woman could be banned from
nominating any officiants.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

yes

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Absolutely, this responsibility should include the ceremony and the content of the ceremony. In addition, "dignity and solemnity" need to be defined.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There should be some oversight by the General Register Office. Society as a whole has a stake in marriage so there needs to be a community-wide
oversight mechanism.



Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

See above, the General Register Office should have the power to act independently of the nominating body

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

a reasonable time but with some sort of re-registration after (say) 5 years.

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

While it makes sense to check consent and the lack of impediment early in the process having both of these stated clearly and publicly in the marriage
ceremony is essential.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is far too loose. Society as a whole has a stake in marriage - in other words it is good for society as a whole and for children in particular that
marriage is taken seriously and its importance is recognised. Therefore there needs to be clear regulation about what a dignified marriage looks like.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No



Please expand on your answer:

Definitely no. All marriage ceremonies should be public

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The dignity of marriage needs to be very clear. While some relaxation of the rules about what constitutes a suitable place is definitely warranted, this
would not extend to "anywhere".

outdoors,, on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,

Please share your views below:

Outdoors and on a lake etc is fine. In the air is not public and not likely to be dignified. In a private home, similarly is not public and offers little protection
from forced marriage.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Being public is important.

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

No

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This would make it difficult to maintain a consistent standard of dignity.

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes but these these terms need to be clearly defined.

No

Please expand on your answer:

This gives too much responsibility to the officiant - the suitability of a venue should not be their decision. While more choice of venues would be a good
thing, their suitability for a dignified marriage needs to be very clear.

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, but I don't agree with "the general rule that the officiant must agree to the location" Obviously the officiant has to agree to conduct the ceremony in a 
given place but it should not be there responsibility to determine suitability. 
 



However as the whole tenor of these proposals is that responsibility will lie with the officiant then there must be very very clear guidance about the
location and ceremony and there must be clear consequences for breaching the guidance.

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is serious and just because some people believe a couple to be married does not mean they are in fact married,

Consultation Question 60:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If ther really was no consent then her is no marriage. Three years may not be sufficient time for this to come to light (family and/or community pressure
etc).

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding



Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

For those detained in hospital - I presume this would be under the Mental Health Act ("Sectioned") I wonder whether they would have capacity to give
meaningful consent. This would need consideration

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Ok, but it would need to be clear under what conditions these "emergency" provisions would come into force.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See previous comments on public accessibility and dignity.

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 83:

(2) there should be no fee.

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YFZS-H

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-31 13:32:04

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Remote interviews should only take place during national emergencies, e.g. the Covid-19 pandemic. In all other circumstances, interviews should be
face-to-face.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:



Agree

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Agree

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Agree

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Officiants should also ensure that the ceremony itself upholds the dignity and solemnity of marriage. There also needs to be a more precise definition of
what is meant by 'dignity' and 'solemnity' in this context.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

See above.

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Appointments should be reviewed every five years.

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is not clear whether couples should have to express consent during the ceremony (1) or whether they can do so afterwards (3 and 4). If the latter, then
it might be possible for someone to be married without being present at the wedding ceremony. This risks undermining the importance of the ceremony
both for the couple and for wider society.

As a minimum, both members of the couple should be required to confirm consent during the wedding ceremony, with the subsequent signing of the
schedule acting as confirmation.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A wedding is a public ceremony which is of significance not only to the couple but to wider society. It also has serious legal implications. Enabling the
couple and the officiant to have free choice about everything that takes place during the ceremony undermines this.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As at Q43 above - a wedding ceremony has public and legal significance, it is not merely a private matter. The right to public access may also help prevent
forced marriages.

Chapter 7: Location



Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The removal of any restrictions as to where weddings are allowed to take place opens up the possibility of entirely unsuitable venues being chosen. This
again risks undermining the dignity and the seriousness of the ceremony itself (as well as leaving the couple open to ridicule).

Please share your views below:

No - see above.

Consultation Question 49:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

As above - the location should be appropriate.

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

The proposals do not include clear definitions of what is 'safe' and 'dignified' in this context.

Furthermore, if the officiant declared a venue/setting to be 'safe' and there was a fatal accident, who would be held responsible?

Other

Please expand on your answer:

See above.

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Witnesses should be present.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YFZC-1

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-31 13:40:09

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

The proposal should include all accepted Christian groups (maybe independent Churches) being responsible for nominating officiants.
I don't know who are the accepted religious organisations as given in this Supreme Court case.

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Why limit this to those with 20 members. There should be no limit because there may be a religious "organisation" of just two. This is unjust.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Yes, I think this seems sensible.

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I think they should be at least 20 to maintain the dignity of the role.
Also I am nervous about this mandatory training - it opens the way for all sorts of things being included that religious groups may not agree with (for
instance, same sex marriages).

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There should definitely be limits to prevent exploitation.

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I think this is vital as marriage is such an important union.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Again this is suggesting and opening the door to all sorts of things being required which may be totally unnecessary.
The GRO should issue guidance and instructions but to call this professional development is making the role out of reach for some people who could do it
well.

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Persons need to be present - e.g. if one is ill and in hospital the marriage must be postponed - a written agreement is not acceptable in such an instance.

Unless dumb both parties should orally express their vows and then sign a document confirming this.

Couples should publicly express there is no legal impediment. This is some limit on bigamy, etc.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is such a momentous step to take - for life - that the ceremony should be appropriate. Not just words said very easily and without weight behind
them.

Saying serious words of promise publicly at this ceremony help to keep couples together in the stresses of married life as they remember what they
vowed.

To allow people to choose any form of words and type of ceremony could easily lead to a downplaying of its significance. Marriage is something God our
Creator instituted

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I see no reason why this should not continue to be allowed.

Consultation Question 47:

No



Please expand on your answer:

As a public declaration of commitment to one another, there should always be access for the public to be present.

In addition, if not, one problem might be an increased number of forced marriages.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

To allow weddings anywhere would make it possible to prevent the public having access and avoid having any dignity in the ceremony.

There should definitely be limits to ensure these aspects.

Please share your views below:

In very particular circumstances, any of these might be acceptable. If these are to be allowed, people would need to prove to the GRO that it was fully
justified for special reasons and the ceremony would still be conducted in a serious way.

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

No

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is an important issue as explained in Q. 47.
There needs to be detailed guidance. The officiant should be consulted if necessary.

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But these terms are rather vague. More detailed instructions are necessary.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

The GRO should agree that the venue is suitable for dignified serious ceremonies.

Chapter 8: Registration



Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Should be in English or English and welsh to ensure the vast majority of the UK can understand them.

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I am unclear what 4. means. otherwise I agree with 1-3.

No

Please expand on your answer:

These are all important in such a serious public event.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

No

Please expand on your answer:

To allow the acceptance of mistakes as unimportant is to lessen the importance of the event. Some writing errors can be amended later with no problem,
as at present.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Suggest that as this is likely to create a small increase in costs that it is regarded as part of usual work and officers claim fro their own administration.

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

2. Your proposals might lead to an increase in marriages but probably most of these would be unions entered into because it is not regarded as such an
important step.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUJE-2

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-31 13:46:06

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

N/A

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A number of churches do not have authorised person so have to rely on registration officers to register the wedding. This amendment would affect them
greatly

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

The statement "Contrary to public policy ....." is too wide a term. This in essence could deter officiants taking weddings that hold unpopular yet legal
views.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

At the moment, all people who officiate at weddings are either highly trained registrars or hold strongly held view on marriage. Opening up to
independent officiants , may entail those independent officiants to "push the boundaries" of the wedding as it were and the sanctity and seriousness of
the marriage ceremony would be undermined.

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage continues to be a solemn promise between 2 parties. Without the prescribed words, there is a possibility of the ceremony being treated
casually.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As above, the seriousness of the commitment the parties are making should be paramount rather than being personalised to the couple.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

When we ensure that weddings are open to the public is a way of protecting forced marriage for example.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As noted in my previous responses, the dignity of such ceremonies could be undermined if inappropriate or unsuitable venues are used.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUJ8-N

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-31 14:02:01

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It should not be open to just anybody to officiate.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Religious bodies and non-religious belief organisations should be permitted to restrict marriage candidates if their beliefs conflict with equalities
legislation.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There should be a universally applicable form of words that form the legal core of the ceremony.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is essentially a public declaration and should be accessible to the public.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Venues for weddings should be registered to prevent egregiously inappropriate places being used and undermining the seriousness of the undertaking.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YFEW-Z

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-31 14:10:37

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Yes should br able - an administrative simplification

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Given some of the other proposals I think it would be advisable to define in some detail what is meant by dignity and solemnity. As things stand it is
difficult to see how some of the other proposals can be reconciled with the correct meaning of the words dignity and solemnity.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is important thatvboth parties are physically present at the wedding ceremony and oral consent should be required unless the party concerned is
dumb.

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes but but what an officiant can agree to should be limited to forms which comply with the dignity and solemnity of the contract.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The open doors requirement is of historical significance but is in fact still quite probably in some cases relevant today.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I strongly disagree. Weddings should take place in a dignified surrounding.

outdoors,, on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

I strongly disagree. Weddings should take place in a dignified surrounding. This would normally imply a designated public building such as a registry
office or a church. There may be other places such as some hotels which could provide suitable surroundings for secular weddings. it is also possible that
it may be practical exceptionally to provide dignified surroundings in an open space in the grounds of an hotel or major public building look out but in
general it is unlikely that outdoor weddings will have sufficient gravitas.



Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I think civil wedding locations should be recognised as specialist sites.

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

One of the biggest obstacles to people getting married is the cost primarily in relation to the venue and the level of guest participation and this is not a
matter much affected by your proposals. In general the proposals would probably slightly facilitate getting married this leading to an increase of couples
legally married I am.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YFZ6-M

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-31 14:12:01

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

I am a retired Methodist Minister

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

I do not require my response to be confidential

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I have been married for 52 years the ceremony being in a Methodist Church

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

It was recognised by law

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

not applicable

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

not applicable

Consultation Question 2:



Please share your views below:

not applicable

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

I have not conducted or attended a wedding during the covid-19 pandemic perion

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I hope that this would not lead to a greater risk of bigamy by registering in a remote (to the couple)part of the UK. I would expect that the registrar would
have the means of checking whether or not they were not already married.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

I think that face to face gives more assurance that the persons to be married are genuinely and legally desiring to be married or willing to be married. An
experienced registrar would find it easier to tell if the couple were present.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Yes, as long as the interview could be made in person.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I do not think that either of the couple should be able to pick and choose in this instance.

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Please share your views below:

Yes but with consultation with someone with higher authority.

Consultation Question 13:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I would rather like to know what is the Anglican Church's view of this .

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes. In most cases, as in the Methodist Church a period of preparation is advised. In my experience some couples are not aware of the depth or the
commitment they are making.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I think that Methodist Ministers should be included in this.



Consultation Question 23:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Long established Christian churches should be able to authorise ministers to conduct wedding services. In the case of Methodism it is expected that the
minister, through meeting the couple several times before the ceremony, would make the service more special than it being conducted by a stranger.

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

I do not have an opinion in this case.My only experience of Humanist involvement in intimate needs of people is in funerals where I have found it lacking
in empathy.
Their conduct in a Marriage service may well be more positive.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, providing the establishment has been in existence for a period of time, say 10 years.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

There are issues here. The law at present allows same sex couples to be married. Some Christian Churches have agreed to this while others have not. In
some of these churches, such as the Methodist Church the decision has been left to individual local churches to decide.
I disagree that all local churches of any denomination should be required to conduct same-sex marriages if the local governing body (in the Methodist
Church the Church Council) decides not to.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

No. there should be some check on the experience and suitability on officiants.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

They should be nominated by their respected organisation.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No, I think that such people should not be independent. The country has experienced that some people can appear good and responsible when they
want to impress but have hidden motives.



Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I would not be comfortable with an independent officiant. There should be an accepted organisation nominating them.

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This needs some clarification. The Law Commission needs to expand this. The definition of the two words used needs to be clarified.

What is meant by Dignity?
What is meant by Solemnity?

If these two qualities are not upheld the long established wedding services might be downgraded into a "light" version of marriage. A couple needs to be
fully aware of the commitment they are making to each other.
There is some danger of this already when the reception in some case is more important to one or both of the couple than the marriage vows they have
made.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes. this should include the meaning of the two words mentioned above.
It should also refer to suitable venues. If a couple wanted to include something "spectacular" then it should not be part of the wedding ceremony itself. If
they want to go "Bungee Jumping" or something out of the ordinary which, in my opinion, is nothing to do with the solemnity of the vows being made

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

In some cases complaints might be made to a registrar who would need to investigate this.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As I said in a previous question, I am not comfortable with the concept of an "independent efficient.

Consultation Question 40:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

The nominating organisation should know when it is time for a person to retire and ensure that it happens.

Consultation Question 41:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I would not like to see independent officiants.

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

1. The couple need to be heard making their consent to marry each other. The gathered congregation needs to hear.

3. A marriage register should be completed and kept safe by the local organisation. The Methodist Church is occasionally asked to provide a duplicate
certificate, sometimes,sadly, due to a divorce and at other times because the original has been lost.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It needs to be a more definite wording. There is now some variation available within services but there should be a set of words that all wanting to marry
need to say publicly; something similar to the current wording regarding the solemn wording and promises to each other.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Methodist churches too.

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Religious hymns, scriptures and blessings.

Consultation Question 46:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Open but not locked. I once had a request to close the doors because the father of the bride was in delicate mental health and was afraid that more
people than he could cope with might enter.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I agree that such a record could be used as an additional record but not the only one.
The local organisation should have their own record.



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUJN-B

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-31 14:18:20

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Uksoc

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

three days;

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

This should be the couples choice

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As long as they have done specific training and received a diploma

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

That this would ensure that persons involved are of a good standing and nature

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This would rule out just anybody performing ceremonies/services and that they would be legally binding

Consultation Question 32:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This would depend if the couple would like special ceremony elements or a longer ceremony

Consultation Question 33:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I think there should be a set fee for a set standard ceremony. If the couple then chooses special elements then this would be extra. If a set fee is in place
for all, then the couple would not be forced to choose a person they don't really want simply because they are the cheapest/dearest

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This should be the couples choice.
As independent officiants we should work with the couple to ensure, where reasonably practicable. That they have the ceremony/service they want, as
long as all the legalities are in order.

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I think the organisation who nominated them would need to take some responsibility too

Consultation Question 40:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I feel a yearly review would be appropriate

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

They need to be upto date and current. Failure to do this could lead to legalities

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Unless the couple wishes to have one

Consultation Question 47:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



This should be the couples choice



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUJ7-M

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-31 14:21:05

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

I am responding in a personal capacity

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Being resident for at least seven days prior to the ceremony is a safeguard against false information being given.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

The in-person interview may raise questions and queries, so to have time to deal with these would be wise.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Possibly "yes" in some extreme circumstances and for a good reason rather than a whim.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

This is a vague question because "other circumstances" are not defined.

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:



Please share your views below:

No. They should be published in the parish church of both parties (which often may be the same church!). This is because marriage is a public event, not a
private affair.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Having the power to call for documentary would be wise and guard against fraud. Regarding being required to meet with each party, this should be an
option but not mandatory if the Minister is content with the information to hand.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes. This requirement would help to avoid fraud.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Given that marriages in churches have happened for hundreds and hundreds of years I think that couples should still have an option to have a service in
church that is recognised legally.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It the only sensible option to ensure that a ceremony goes ahead in a manner that is decent and in order.

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The distinction between religious and secular ceremonies should be retained so that a ceremony undergirds and affirms the world views of those to be
married, whether they be atheist, agnostic, Christian, Muslim, etc.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is part of the tradition of this country and should continue. The Vicar (or other clergyperson) very often has pastoral connections with those at whose
marriage services they officiate. I have a full knowledge of the procedure for being ordained in the church of England and believe it to be rigorous enough
to ensure that those who are ordained are suitable for the task of taking weddings.

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

From my wide experience, the relevant religious governing authority would normally have enough information about an individual on which to make the
decision to nominate a person to be an officiant. I can't vouch for non-religious organisations.



Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

The ethos of such organisations should be dignified and serious and flippant.

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

An organisation should have the freedom to uphold its views on which it stands. For example, if within a religious organisation some people do not
believe that same-sex relationships are as God intended people to live, this should not be a bar to being an officiant, providing that a person does not
abuse people. Free-speech is not the same as abuse!

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Yes.

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

I don't think this is necessary for the Church of England because it clearly has its own list of people who are ordained and thus able to officiate at wedding
services. That list could be made available to the GRO.

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Because it's not a hobby for someone acting as an individual, but a responsibility for someone acting on behalf of a wider organisation.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The best way forward would be for fees to be set by organisations, not by individuals. The latter could put couples and officiants in difficult situations and
open the way for some officiants to charge inappropriately high fees and expenses.



Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This proposal is common sense and keeps demarcations clear!

Consultation Question 35:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

It is right and good that officiants should be responsible for upholding the ‘dignity’ and ‘solemnity’ of marriage. However, this falls far short of what should
be required. Officiants should also be responsible for making sure that the legal ceremony is conducted with dignity given the seriousness of marriage. It
is vitally important that the terms ‘dignity’ and ‘solemnity’ are clearly and objectively defined in legislation. If they are not, there is no benchmark by which
to judge whether a ceremony was conducted with dignity and solemnity!

Consultation Question 36:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes with regard to legalities, but no with regard to (for example) the Christian content of a wedding service.

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes. In the case where an issue cannot be resolved perhaps there should be some higher authority which would make the decision.

Consultation Question 38:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Probably

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is good practice in any walk of life!

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Other

Please expand on your answer:



The very idea that someone could be married without being physically present is quite ridiculous and irresponsible. It also opens the way for fraud.

I believe that there should be statutory wording. The suggestion that people could make it up themselves opens the way to levity and flippancy and would
be a very significant departure from the public declarations that historically have always been the basis of a proper marriage ceremony. This would
weaken the solemnity of a marriage ceremony.

The current provision of being able to add words to a marriage ceremony is quite sufficient.

One major flaw in the thinking behind these proposals is the view that marriage is simply about the two people getting married. Marriage is an important
building block in society which is reflected in the current wording of some marriage ceremonies, for example: “Marriage enriches society and strengthens
community” and “In marriage husband and wife begin a new life together in the community”. I agree with the comment made by one person who spoke
of the fear that if these changes were made “Marriage would become an entirely private matter like a personal hobby.”!

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The answer has to be “No” because getting married is a very, very serious step to take! Allowing couples to choose the wording would open the door
ceremonies being trivialised. A marriage is a public event not something that should “happen in a corner”. Some of the so-called “themes” of unofficial
marriage ceremonies have really trivialised marriage.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is important that the difference between a religious service and a secular ceremony is maintained. They are very different. It would seem very
inconsistent and odd to address a deity (ie include a prayer) in the context of a secular ceremony. A reading from scripture might possibly be appropriate
depending on which one it was (eg the middle section of 1 Corinthians 13 about love.)

Please share your views below:

The exception to my comment above would be readings from scriptures that don't refer to or address a deity.

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A service of BLESSING (as against a marriage service) after civil marriage should continue to be permitted because it does not contain any legal aspect and
couples who, after a civil marriage, would like a blessing (in some cases it may be months or years after the marriage) should have that option.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There is a good reason why marriage ceremonies have always been open to the public. It is because a marriage is a public event where a couple’s status
in the community radically changes. (I understand that the current law was made as a protection against forced marriages.)

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

With reference to a marriage venue, the terms “dignified and safe” must be defined. If they are not defined it is not possible to be certain that is a venue
would be dignified and safe. These terms need to be defined because of the seriousness and solemnity of a wedding.
The idea of holding a ceremony “in the air” sounds like (at best) a stunt, and certainly not a solemn occasion. It would undermine the dignity of marriage.



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

No

Please expand on your answer:

The distinction between the two very different ceremonies needs to be maintained, not fudged.

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There should be control over this that is not at the whim of a wacky individual. The solemnity of the occasion must be maintained and governed more
clearly and objectively.

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

The terms “dignified and safe” must be defined. If they are not defined it is not possible to be certain that is a venue would be dignified and safe. These
terms need to be defined because of the seriousness and solemnity of a wedding.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The possibilities of it going wrong are being misused are two great. It also detracts from the solemnity of signing special certificates.



Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

On the proviso that a marriage would be annulled if the couple have never had sexual intercourse.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Very wise!

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUJ5-J

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-31 14:47:04

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

All Saints' Church 

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

2 weeks in order for the couple to reflect on the gravity of their commitment to each other

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

It should be in person. This is important - both should be present.

Consultation Question 8:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The platform should be on a government platform.

Consultation Question 10:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Two years minimum. It should not be easily revoked.

Consultation Question 11:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The substitute may not be a suitable person.

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This person should be an official - not any person.

Please share your views below:

No other circumstances should be allowed.

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Banns should be read in any relevant Anglican church.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Totally agree

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

They should make declarations that there is no impediment to their marriage.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or



Please expand on your answer:

The Anglican Church should continue to be entrusted with this role. Priests should be warned of consequences if they abuse this responsibility.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Priests should continue to play this role.

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Such a list of suitable organisations should be authorised and published.

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Any organisation promoting anything unlawful should not officiate.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

They should nominate officiants by office only.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Officiants should be nominated by an appropriately recognised body.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is only if independent officiants are allowed - I don't support independent officiants.

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This would encourage bribery and corruption.

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Government officials should do occasional spot checks if, for example, it is suspected that forced or convenience marriages are being carried out.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 40:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There should be a time limit.

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUJU-J

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-31 14:50:26

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

I am generally in favour of this proposal.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

I am in favour of this proposal

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

The venue should be responsible for applying for pre-approval

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Couples I have worked with have said that it is very difficult to book two plus two register office weddings, often because the time slots available for these
type of weddings is limited.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUJ2-F

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-31 15:04:48

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

N/A

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::
- County -

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The officiants should have as wide a scope of responsibility to impress the dignity, solemnity and seriousness of marriage.

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The idea that a couple should be free to customise their ceremony comes from a wrong view of marriage. Society and the law should require the making
of a public declaration to emphasise the life long commitment to each other.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A wedding should be a public declaration to underline the solemnity and dignity of marriage Themed weddings such as Elvis Presley look a likes, James
Bond, Alice in Wonderland etc fail to do this.

Consultation Question 44:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The public and open door requirement was introduced hundreds of years ago as protection against forced marriage.
This is still a problem in our society

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The settings should be in appropriate venues and locations to reflect the seriousness and dignity of marriage

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUJC-Z

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-31 15:06:07

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Not applicable

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

I am writing specifically to the Law Society in respect of its consultation

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:



Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Currently civil registrars can officiate at civil weddings in a religious ceremony in the overseeing of the register being signed and that the required form of
words is said. Many churches are not sufficiently large enough to have their own suitably authorised person to conduct weddings. As a consequence of
your proposals many couples would be required to have a church wedding separate from a civil ceremony.
This proposal needs to be removed.

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

I find your phrase “contrary to public policy or morality” to be far too subjective. Public opinion and its view on morality change all the time. Your proposal
carries the risk that unpopular ideas, which may well be entirely lawful, could exclude officiants being nominated.
This proposal needs to be removed.

Consultation Question 27:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

At the moment, officiants at weddings are trained registrars or representatives of religions which have clear and strong beliefs in marriage. It is quite
likely that “independent officiants” will not have such clear beliefs. Marriage is a significant ceremony, which should be supporting at its commencement
by those who also believe in it and actively encourage it. There should be no place for wedding which are not legally binding and I understand that
“independent officiants” can currently conduct weddings in that unhelpful way.
This proposal needs to be removed.

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The 1949 Marriage Act uses the “prescribed words” that the couple are to use to use to confirm that they are free to marry and to express their
agreement to do so. I see no reason for this to be changed by your proposal. Indeed the proposals come across as a “dumbing down” of the solemnity
and seriousness of marriage. Casual ceremonies should not be allowed to be created via your proposals. Marriage is a visible public event and the
absence of prescribed words will only lead to private matters lacking public significance.
This proposal needs to be removed.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Officiants should have a duty to uphold the dignity and solemnity of marriage. So “meaningfully personalised” is inadequate as a proposal and it is more
critical that a wedding ceremony correctly reflects the seriousness of the commitment that the parties are making to each other. Personalisation will
damage the dignity of marriage. I am also concerned that the customisation of weddings will allow the commercialisation of them to begin which will only
be of value to those who profit from them.
This proposal needs to be removed.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:



“Open doors” should not be repealed. It is an important thing for weddings to be conducted in an open and visible way that so communities can see what
is being entered into as a way of respect the framework of marriage.
This proposal needs to be removed.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I cannot see how the definition of “dignified and safe” is constructed. Nor the basis upon which it could be tested. The venues for ceremonies must not
take away from the solemnity and seriousness of any wedding.
This proposal needs to be removed.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 56:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUJR-F

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-31 15:13:12

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

St Helen's Church 

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

We were legally married at St Helen's Church in 1976

Other

Please expand on your answer:

We were lawfully married

No

Please expand on your answer:

We wanted a lawful marriage ad this is what happened!

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:



N/A

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

N/A

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

We understand that this NOT a current requirement so why abolish it?

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

Currently at least three weeks for the BANS to be read is required.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Yes!

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Remember that some people are not online!

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Please explain!

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Banns should be read in both parishes where applicable

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Current situation is OK

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Current words are adequate!

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Weddings are not a private affair. They are a public declaration of the couples commitment to each other

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Current situation is essential.

Please share your views below:

Weddings should be in neither of the venues above. Wording of the question os not clear!!

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUJT-H

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-31 15:18:07

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes, both these might be helpful and constructive. (1) might help to guard against fraudulent or misleading claims, and (2) might in some circumstances
the better enable a priest to discharge his duty of counsel and pastoral care.



Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes, this would be a reasonable safeguard, given the readiness of some (albeit only a few people) to act unscrupulously.

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is the existing and historic position, and there seems no good reason to alter it. Other religious groups have leaders who can obtain due recognition
as legally authorised officiants, so it can hardly be claimed that here is an unreasonable privilege.

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

A degree of caution is needed here, for what is deemed 'contrary to public policy or morality' can notoriously change in a relatively short period of time -
two or three decades or less. The Law must not edge towards endorsing an ideological position regarding marriage that has elements of totalitarianism
about it. Added to which, public perceptions of moral rectitude can be notoriously fickle, especially in an age of social media.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But the question of the dignity of the proceedings affects other issues raised by this consultation, such as location. If 'the dignity and solemnity of
marriage' is to be a value enshrined in law such that officiants are under obligation to uphold it (with which I would not disagree), then this has to be
followed through in other areas under discussion.

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The relationship of marriage must have content to it if it is to be meaningful, and it is entirely reasonable for that content to find verbal and explicit
articulation, such as by the vows traditionally associated with it. An ill-defined or even wholly subjective understanding of marital relationship and
responsibility would run the risk of losing popular support and respect.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is too individualised an understanding of marriage, which is a public relationship recognised by the Law and the community. If every marriage
ceremony is different in content, it is arguable whether a single entity of marriage still remains. Why continue with state authorisation at all? Why not let
people make their own arrangements regardless of the State? This is a formula for the dissolution of marriage as a recognised relationship with duties
and responsibilities acknowledged by the wider society.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

What is the merit of this abolition? This is a system that obtains in other countries, and is especially important where the beliefs of a religious group are
not widely shared in a given society. This proposal would unnecessarily limit freedom of choice, contrary to the trend of most of the suggestions put out
for comment or criticism in this consultation.

Consultation Question 47:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location



Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This raises, as I indicated earlier, the issue of the dignity and solemnity of marriage. Some venues would quite simply be trivialising, and for marriage as
an institution to be so demeaned is to nobody's benefit. It would not be difficult to work out a system which would safeguard this aspect of marriage
while still being generous.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This could but inordinate pressure upon officiants. Some of them would not be able to resist inappropriate demands.

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, but this is the point: would they?

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is the only acceptable answer, given the status in law of both English and Welsh.

Consultation Question 56:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Security questions would always arise. Nothing quite equals the value of hard copy and hand-written verification.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YF33-A

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-31 15:18:25

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Independent celebrant

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

n/a

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

The weddings during covid19 have been deferred for a year



Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I think caution is needed over forced arranged and sham weddings

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

I think this is still needed

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

complicated -two separate aspects of one process

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

vital as unforseen circumstances inevitable

Please share your views below:

got to have flexibility

Consultation Question 13:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

no should be same for all

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

should be same for all

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

same process for all

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:

same process for all

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

We need independent officiants who do not necessarily belong to belief organisations

Consultation Question 24:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Why tied to s belief system? Independent celebrants do not have to be associated with a belief.



Please share your views below:

Organisations such as the Association of Independent Celebrants -so officiants are trained and have a professional code of coduct but are not tied to a
belief system

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

agree

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes as long as the independents are treated the same as per q29

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes totally agree. There should be this option as it allows all religion and cross religion and no religion options.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

yes but should also meet set standardsas per q31 for independents

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes -but so should all other categories meet these standards

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

will need regulations or regulatory process

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

you must include independent officiant marriages

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I don't see why religion should appear in it



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

not sure

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I would add some level/standard eg should be able to be done carefully and seriously -so not during a parachute jump or on horse back etc

on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or

Please share your views below:

should be some standards and limits -it is a serious matter and should be taken seriously

Consultation Question 49:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

but there should be some bottom line standards

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



similar to present but could allow trained independents

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Should be in English as well otherwise transcripts will be needed for some purposes

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

yes but not for q4 -they should not have to opt in to this should be standard that same sex is equal

Other

Please expand on your answer:

surely you need witness?

Consultation Question 58:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

yes but should be same/equal for same sex in all

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding



Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

not sure -I think you need a bottom line of standards

Consultation Question 71:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Should be fully trained celebrants who are members og an organisation or professional body



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Should be independent so options open

Consultation Question 74:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Needs a time limit

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

it widens choice znd is likely to increase marriages

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Costs for wedding venues are high -allowing private homes and gardens or village halls etc lowers costs.
One service will be cheaper than two.
Independent celebrants may offer more economical options.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

In my area which is popular for weddings there is difficulty getting registrar dates -this is currently much worse due to backlog from covid.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

Couples will save money 



Independent registrars will have viable businesses 
 
More international marriages will bring in revenue



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YFBG-D

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-31 15:25:48

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

2 months

It should be a massive decision in a person's life so making people see that a marriage decision is not like ordering a new suite or a new car but is
something that requires deep understanding of and reflection on what it will mean for the couple

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Keep it in person then less chance of sham marriages succeeding

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This seems reasonable

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

This is reasonable

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Reasonable

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

This is unwise. What does public morality mean? For example, would you exclude Roman Catholicism because it opposes abortion even though the 
majority of people in the UK are in favour of it?



I would not want them to be excluded

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is fundamental to keeping society stable and all of society should be able to witness the ceremony

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There would inevitably be crazy ideas such as in a hot air balloon or on a fairground ride. We must keep things sensible so as to underline the serious
nature of the marriage commitment k

Please share your views below:



Public access to wedding must be maintained so private gardens are out

Consultation Question 49:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUW7-1

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-31 15:32:10

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

N/A

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

N/A

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Otherwise open to abuse

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Agreed - they should be expressly excluded

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

the form and ceremony should be prescribed as at present.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A wedding is a public declaration and to enable it to take place behind closed doors could encourage abuse - eg forced marriages.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Having weddings anywhere could lead to abuse on similar lines to that indicated in my response to question 47

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUJG-4

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-31 15:34:07

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

n/a

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The independent churches I have attended bring in a registrar to witness the legal aspect. They could not manage this themselves as the are small and do
not have the resources. The weddings are very personal in a familiar building. If someone within the church had to do the legal side this would be
stressful and could result in mistakes.
This puts undue pressure on many small independent churches.

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

This is potentially discriminatory for many faiths. Public opinion is often at odds with biblical teaching on marriage or sexual ethics. It is even more
important at this time that free speech, tolerance of others opinions an beliefs is upheld.

Reports in the press recently have highlighted the difficulty of expressing opinions that are not mainstream. Unpopular but legal view must be allowed to
continue to be free to be expressed and legislation like this could potentially worsen this situation.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Currently officiants are well trained and receive no personal financial gain.
They offer some sense of cohesion nationally on the dignity and sanctity of marriage which would be weakened by opening it up to anyone.

Marriage is a serious legal act. The family unit is in danger of further being undermined by reducing restrictions.

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

This has the potential to trivialize marriage.

If people wish to have their own ceremony and say whatever they wish there is nothing to stop them. They can do this in private or in public.

If they wish to be legally married then there needs to be a form of words that make marriage different and legal and special.

There is already plenty of room to add words and personalize ceremonies.

Becoming a British Citizen involves repeating a set of words that makes if a legal entity.
Marriage must keep it's basic fundamental legal status and have the same meaning wherever it is performed.

Consultation Question 43:



No

Please expand on your answer:

There is a danger of throwing out the baby with the bathwater.

Obviously people want to personalize their special day, but this is already very possible.

There is a great danger in trivializing and commercializing a serious event. The 'after party' can be whatever people want, but the solemn ceremony needs
to have exactly that, solemnity and ceremony,

I go back to the Citizenship process where the event is carried out with seriousness and there is a form of words.

Marriage is not any less serious a legal commitment.
I would ask why it is being treated as a 'do it yourself' event?

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Really important for a religious service to be allowed to be conducted after a civil ceremony if people so wish

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The public nature of marriage is at the centre of it's meaning.

Otherwise any couple can be 'married' even illegally by British Law.

Transparency is very important in protecting the rights of the vulnerable.

If marriages could be arranged in private, with a celebrant who has been paid for privately, there will be little protection for underage or vulnerable adults
who might be forced into a marriage. They could loose rights to property or children. This is a serious weakening of our protections of the vulnerable in
society.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Again, this potentially trivializes marriage.

The personalized party and celebrations following the legal part can be anywhere but it is important to maintain the legal aspect of marriage and this is a
small part of that.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

The main costs preventing marriages are the expectations surrounding the 'after party' and not the legal side of the wedding.

Changes to the law would not materially affect that.



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUJB-Y

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-31 15:34:59

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

 Ceremonies

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Response on behalf of an organisation

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Many couples have cancelled or rearranged weddings due to the pandemic.



Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

It's possible to do this correctly although meeting a couple face to face is preferable.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Yes, this seems sensible.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Sudden illness or death of a close relative.

Consultation Question 13:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Other

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

I think that banns should be also published online.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

I don't think that this is necessary unless the vicar has huge concerns, in which place he/she should probably not agree to the ceremony.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes.

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:

Most people do not actually believe in the concept of a god or gods. However, the restrictions currently in place force couples to agree to situations as a
means to an end.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Celebrants offer a better, more personal service, and should be allowed to legally marry people.

Consultation Question 21:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Celebrants should be considered

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

If non religious organisations are allowed to officiate, then Celebrants must be included.

Consultation Question 24:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Celebrants should be included



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The definition is narrow and exclusive. As a member of the Fellowship of Professional Celebrants, with hundreds of members around the country and
with members holding a wide range of beliefs, I feel it is vital that the definition is expanded to be more inclusive.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Yes of course. Marriage, the importance of it, and the laws surrounding it, must be upheld.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Better to jeep a register of named individuals

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It is right to give people choice, and many people choose what a Celebrant can offer.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Couples may choose a family favourite hymn or reading

Consultation Question 46:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 47:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Wedding ceremonies should take place in a place important to the couple

Consultation Question 49:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

No

Please expand on your answer:

I think you will find that couples are quite creative in what they want, which is why they would choose a Celebrant in the first instance. As such, if the laws
surrounding weddings is to be modernised it seems sensible to do it thoroughly.

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Yes. Families may have boats, or hire boats which would suit this purpose

Consultation Question 71:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

There is some demand, for instance couples who marry during a cruise.

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees



Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

It seems sensible and compassionate.

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Either of these us fair.

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Presently, couples who choose a Celebrant would have to be legally married in a small ceremony by a registrar and then have the ceremony they want 
elsewhere. Often couples will not have the legally ceremony and simply choose to have a 'Commitment Ceremony'. Changing the laws will increase the



number of people getting married as it increases the choice ava6and offers flexibility.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

As above.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Many couples tell me they are frustrated at the limitations of the current legislation. Modernising this would vastly improve the situation.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

I know that venues have to 'compete' for registrars as there are so few, and that couples are denied dates, or have to make alterations to the timing of
their day to accommodate a registrar's availability.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

I think that couples will be in a situation where they will be potentially saving money.



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YFZH-6

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-31 15:44:24

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

retired NHS Consultant Psychiatrist specializing in Substance Misuse.

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I believe that sufficient time should be given for both parties to be interviewed alone separately to ensure that both parties are freely giving their consent.
This will help to avoid forced or coerced marriages.

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

Since legal marriage is a serious matter which has many serious implications for not just the couple but any children that might result and also for the
states institutions. For example legal marriage carries legal requirements for the state both financially and in legal processes eg jury service and
witnesses.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Remote interviewing will facilitate the hiding of sham and forced marriages.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

do not know the full implications of this.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

d/k

Consultation Question 11:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

d/k

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

d/k

Consultation Question 13:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

The banns should be published on an independent website for all and no religions. The Churches themselves can republish the banns if they so wish to
avoid bigamous marriages.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

I believe that this power and obligation to meet the couple should be required of any institution carrying our marriages which has additional
requirements for marriage beyond the state's requirements.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

yes

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

d/k

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I am strongly of the opinion that anything that emphasises the seriousness and legal importance of a marriage should be required.

Consultation Question 20:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

question not clear to me.

Consultation Question 21:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

d/k

Consultation Question 22:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

d/k

Consultation Question 23:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Many religious and non religious organisations have an understanding of marriage totally at odds with the traditional understanding of marriage which
exists in our culture and upon which several of our laws depend. This proposal could open up a 'hornets nest' . Some religious institutions favour
polygamous but not polyandrous marriages. Some non religious institutions might wish to marry three people together. The legal implications of this
would be enormous and bring the law into disrepute. I have not read the legal ruling given in the Supreme court referred to, but I believe that some lobby
groups will do their best to enforce a complete change of the traditional view of marriage which is still the best tested and effective way of ensuring the
protection of vulnerable children.

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

On that definition, an organisation that believes that all living creatures are equal and might intermarry could officiate between a person and an animal. I
assume that this commission is not in favour of allowing that. Already in the USA I believe that some people wish to be legally married to their pets. The
commission needs to give rules as to what is or is not an acceptable marriage.

Please share your views below:

I believe that our society and legal system is based upon the belief that marriage is between one man and one woman who legally consent to have sexual
intercourse with each other for life and to raise and protect any offspring that they create. While I accept that people have the right to choose to practice
a wide range of sexual behaviours, I do not think that these should be seen from the legal point of view as marriages. Marriage in our culture has
developed as the best way of protecting and raising children and also protecting women from exploitation to some degree. A woman in having
intercourse with a man is making a vastly greater biological investment than a man. A pregnant or child rearing mother is more likely to be seriously
handicapped financially, socially and physically than a man. Nothing that the law commission does should undermine that understanding of marriage. It
follows from my belief that any organisation supporting the use of marriage for any other purpose should not officiate at legal marriage ceremonies.

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It would be possible for a group of 20 people to get together of marry a man to two or more wives at a time on the basis of their sincere beliefs. It would
be possible for a group of 20 people to agreed to marry an animal to a human being or the basis of their serious belief about marriage.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

This is an impossible task. Public morality is not uniform in our society any more. Any form of morality is regarded as legitimate. Public policy changes
according to the fashions of the moment. Certainly it would be advisable to avoid any organisations that propose illegal activities.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

dk

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

No

Please expand on your answer:

How can one define a fit and proper person.



Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Some organisations cannot be trusted to do that.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

d/k

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony



Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The parties should be present in a defined place open to public scrutiny and should orally and in writing at the time give their assent.
The assent should be given in legally defined terms which should stand up in courts of law if so required at a later date.
They should publicly make a witnessed declaration of their being no impediments. The officiating person should have ensured that they both individually
understand the legal impediments.
The organisation should be allowed to require additional assents to fulfil the requirements of that organisation. These should have been explained and
agreed with the organisation prior to the wedding.
Everything should be done to stress the importance of what is happening.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The place should be dignified place agreed between the officer and the parties. The form must take into the seriousness of the legal commitment the
couple are making. This ceremony should ensure also that the witnesses present accept the seriousness of the the process that they are witnessing.
In our experience of preparing people for marriage, it is quite clear that the motivations for marriage are very varied. Some people have little idea of the
seriousness and implications of marriage and no idea of the the effects on any future children of the decisions they are making. Anything which
emphasises the importance and seriousness of this legal ceremony for the parties concerned and any future children needs to be reinforced

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

There should be reference made in the ceremony to the importance of children. Unfortunately in our experience of couples being prepared for marriage,
unless the bride is already pregnant there is often little understanding of their future life which in most cases will involve children. The people most
vulnerable to bad marriages are the children who may be brought up in a home full of strife, even violence, and a lack of love an nurturance by the
parents. These children are scarred for life, do badly at school and provide the majority of these in prison, homelessness, mental institutions and in my
work with drug and alcohol users. Any thing that can be done in marriage preparation is vital. The seriousness of the legal process of marriage should be
facilitated by the ceremony. My view is that if people wish to benefit from the State's assistance married couples then the State has a right to ensure that
the marriage is taken very seriously. The State has a very high price to pay for the results of broken marriages.

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Why impair the freedom of the religious in this way?

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Public scrutiny is vital. The marriage is a legal ceremony and the right of the public to witness what is taking place in their name should not be lightly
taken away.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Absolutely not. It is crucial for the State that marriage is taken very seriously as the State often has to pick up and pay for the consequences for marriages
entered frivolously and irresponsibly. The price is single mothers often in poverty and disturbed children. Marriage is so important to society that it
should only take place in situations of dignity and impressiveness imposed by society. To allow it in any situation is the same as allowing a criminal court
trying a serious case in a frivolous situation. That would undermine the dignity and seriousness of the legal system.

Please share your views below:

In none of those situations, save in the case of desperate need. A dying person might wish to marry his/her partner at home or in hospital. That should be
allowed on compassionate grounds. Otherwise only a designated official place should be acceptable.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As I stated before legal processes should be accessible to the public unless there are very serious reasons.

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The vital thing here is maintain the seriousness and dignity of the service but not allow the exploitation of other peoples places of worship for non
religious purposes.

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The officiant should only accept official sites.

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

and an officially approve place for weddings. Official sites acceptable for weddings should be determined according to defined criteria and the couple
given the choice provide it is appropriate. For example a synagogue might be an approved venue but it should not be acceptable for a Moslem couple to
marry there. The converse should be equally true.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The wedding service should be seen as a separated and legal process quite separate from any entertainment and celebration afterwards.

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



I would personally prefer a signature of witnesses who would normally represent the
wishes of the families concerned. Normally when marriages break up it is the parents of the bride who have to help pick up the pieces. I am strongly of
the opinion that the bride's parents should have priority as witnesses.

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I believe that marriage should only be valid after the couple have had sexual intercourse together. If by reason of choice or circumstance there was not
sexual intercourse then the marriage is not valid.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a legal process and if that legal process has not been undertaken and they have had sexual intercourse then the persons cannot be married.
I do not know what cohabit really means. Either they have had intercourse or not.

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Charity requires that vulnerable people should both assisted in overcoming their handicaps and at the same time protected from exploitation.

Consultation Question 63:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The officer should ensure that vulnerable people are not being exploited.

Consultation Question 64:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

uncertain.

Consultation Question 65:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

uncertain

Consultation Question 66:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

uncertain

Consultation Question 67:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

It depends upon what is defined as an emergency

Other

Please expand on your answer:

uncertain

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

open to abuse.

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

open to abuse and lack of dignity.

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

none

Consultation Question 71:

Other



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Land or nothing is my view.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

There should be no legal marriages taking place except on British soil. At sea, in the air space etc is not compatible with a legal process.

Consultation Question 74:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

uncertain

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

I have no evidence on either question.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I know little of the cost issues.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I believe that many of your proposals would undermine the dignity and seriousness of the marriage ceremony. Marriage should be seen as a serious
State supervised legal process of vital importance to the health of society. Most of my work as a psychiatrist helping people who had multiple drug,
alcohol, legal, educational and psychiatric problems. The vast majority came from broken homes where parents had come together, had children and
then split up. The mothers were left bravely struggling to bring up children in poverty and poor environments. The reasons for the break up of the
relationships were never simple, but most of the parents had never formed serious relationships and unfortunately the effects on their children was
often devastating. Boys without fathers are very vulnerable to bad influences. Anything which undermines the importance and dignity of marriage will
add to the suffering of the next generation of children.
Of course the law can do little to prevent young people making bad decisions about their future partners, but your commission should do everything it
can to underline and not undermine the seriousness of the marriage process. Sorry to be so critical but honesty is called for. It is desperately easy to end
up harming the very people you are trying to help.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

no knowledge in this area.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

see before

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

As stated before undermining the dignity and seriousness of marriage will add not diminish local authority costs.



Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

Your proposals will increase not diminish government and local authority costs for the reasons given and result in some couples not treating the
marriage process with the seriousness it deserves.
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

I conducted weddings of up to 30 people during the pandemic, and found they were still wonderful occasions for the couple and for their friends and
family.



Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Yes - as long as they can also be called where one or both of the couple reside or are an electoral role - as banns sometimes have an important pastoral
function.



Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes - to have power to call for documentary evidence.
No - to being required to meet the couple in parishes with many banns called, as there may well be another church member/ administrator who oversees
that part of the system.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

They can be an important pastoral part of the process for some couples who want it.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Free church ministers are not legally registrars in the UK and so need the services of a registrar to be present for the service to be legally binding
wedding.

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:



Please share your views below:

I am very wary of this proposal. There is far too wide a latitude between "unlawful" and "contrary to public policy". A minority, conservative religious view
should not necessarily be considered unlawful and thereby excluded.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I would be very wary of this opening the door to a minority of individuals who have no formal, appropriate, training, who would bring the institution of
marriage into even greater disrepute.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I think there should be a fixed, nationally agreed fee for wedding ceremonies with a flat rate irrespective of who conducts the ceremony.

Consultation Question 34:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As a priest I have quite often been asked to officiate at services not in our church. I am forbidden from doing this. I wish it were a level playing field! I
cannot take services except inside a church, but a civil registrar may conduct the ceremony in any venue. Clergy should be able to do the same.

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This would all tend towards the personalization and individualism of marriage in a negative way. It would be at the expense of the common, agreed
societal wording of what marriage is. The vows and promises should not be allowed to be tailored to individual requests. Whilst it may make individual
couples happy, there is a great risk of the atomisation of marriage as an agreed concept and covenant promise of two people.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Only if religious registrars (such as priests) are also allowed to officiate.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No



Please expand on your answer:

It should never be understood as a "private" ceremony - as it is a public statement of the change of a couple's status and life together.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Only if priests are also allowed in any location.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:



Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a serious institution and there should be proper notifications in place, including residential requirements that can be checked at the time and
in the future, if it becomes necessary eg criminal enquiries/ forced marriages/slavery/ incapacity through old age/ learning difficulties.

Consultation Question 5:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

Four weeks/month is better.
Any suspicious circumstances could be followed up more easily - forced/illegal/convenience marriage

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

No, in person is best

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

In person within one month of the intended marriage date is safer for all concerned.

Consultation Question 9:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Online as well as in the traditional manner is safer.

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Unavoidable delay needs clarification, giving more specific instances.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

The verbal reading of banns should still be in that church, but online and available at the Registry Office too.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes, I agree; and they should be given specific training about the possibilities of illegal marriages etc. and right to call on a civil registry official in cases of
doubt. For that person to be present at an interview or the couple notified that there many need to be a second interview.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes, most important

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Any body that has unlawful beliefs etc. as mentioned in the question, should not be allowed to conduct legal marriages.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

No, a person's name is essential for any follow-up that may become necessary. The Treasurer of an organisation, for example, may not necessarily be
adhering to all of that organisation's beliefs, but be in the role for administration purposes only - for accounting skills rather than as a practicing member.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

That would then open the way for an individual to conduct marriages for anyone. They would be a self-employed celebrant and start a personal small
business.

This happens for funerals nowadays, but that is different. Deaths are registered officially first and a celebrant helps in the way an undertaker does. A
wedding celebrant should not be employed by a couple to conduct a legal ceremony. That it the role of a properly qualified Registrar or
Church/organisation official. Marriage ceremonies are a 'going forward' process with many more pitfalls to be avoided in arranging.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There should be detailed information about the initial requirements -
British nationals of 10 years standing; specific education requirements ; age requirements - 25+; no criminal record etc.

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Definitely older than 25

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There should be a limit on fees otherwise it becomes a general marketplace, as in any other business field.

Consultation Question 34:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Vital - this is a solemn occasion and there should be more legal wording requirements than at present, for all marriages.

The State should be properly represented in this solemnity, then the couple can use their own words. These should be agreed with by the celebrant and
anything disrespectful or in opposition to the State statement should not be allowed.

The couple's own words can be loving, romantic and beautiful so allowable, but they should not be jokes or stupid. These latter things can come at a party
later but not as part of the actual marriage ceremony.

Consultation Question 37:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The GRO should have the final say in this.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

No

Please expand on your answer:

They should be re-registered every few years (2-5?)

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Simplifying the requirements too much takes much away from a serious ceremony. There is an element of unity with all the other couples, past, present 
and future, who want to show their belief in the value of marriage, rather than just co-habiting. The traditional wording , even modernised a little, has 
much meaning and there is a link when people attending a ceremony can re-visit their own vows to each other. They are a reminder of the high ideals 
that those marrying aspire to. There will be difficulties, but we will, at this moment, promise to do our best to uphold them, just as our parents and 
ancestors did their best too. 



As someone married for 50 years now, I often reflect on the promises I made, and how they have and are, being tested, but being kept. Vital words to be
kept. 
 
It also reduces the value of that the State's role in this. Our traditional values (also upheld by many research findings as well as religious bodies of the
importance of marriage) are gradually eroded when such wording is minimised.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not unless wording includes much of its present serious and solemn content.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

The Registrar should not be expected to be party to a religious content unless previously agreed. There should be no compulsion in law.

We married in a small chapel by an ordained friend from another area. A registrar was present, in a vestry with an open door.

We have been present at a similar wedding where the registrar had been unable to hear the declarations and asked the couple to repeat these when the
register was signed.

Many non-conformist/new churches and groups do not have their own buildings so meet in public halls of various types. Couples, willingly have a simple
civil ceremony followed by their own form of marriage service, usually including traditional vows. We have attended these.
It is common practice in Europe to have two such events.

Please share your views below:

Only minimally in the way of a short reading from a religious book, or poem referring to God or religious person.

Not a 'sermon' or anything prolonged in a religious way.

No prayers, other than a simple blessing at the end of the ceremony. Nothing prolonged.

Consultation Question 46:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I'm not sure whether this means in the same building/room. It seems impracticable.

Certainly not in a public registry office. In a hotel or similar, then maybe, as long as the Registrar is not expected to attend.

The civil event should have as much value in everyone's eyes as anything else, religious or non-religious. It shouldn't be just an add-on at the beginning.
but a separate, solemn event.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There should always be public access. Law Courts have it; church services have it.

A marriage ceremony of whatever civil or religious kind somehow combine the two and should be open to all.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:



No

Please expand on your answer:

We are hearing of ceremonies already taking place in frivolous places. This trend should be stopped. Marriage is serious and the ceremony itself should
be taken seriously.

The legal part should always be in a solemn, quiet situation, on the ground, or in a ship with passengers other than the wedding party, which should be
licensed as such (not the Mersey Ferry for example). Not hot air balloons or on a Big Dipper e.g.

I'd prefer indoors. The weather can cause distractions of different kinds.

Any further celebrations can be done wherever people want, but the legal part should be where the general public can attend. Small boats, planes, etc.
preclude that.

outdoors,, on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

See previous answer

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As above

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The GRO should make recommendations and have a final decision

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

In addition to the GRO

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

With provision to intervene if alerted by a member of the public about a proposed venue being possibly unsuitable.

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

The local Registrar

Chapter 10: Validity and offences



Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Everything should be done properly. There should be no mistakes . Proper training and oversight from the GRO or local Registrar should prevent any
errors.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

There could be exceptions to co-habiting eg. hospital/death-bed marriages; age -related cases for people with two homes who prefer to maintain them
both.
Difficulty with people marrying for convenience to gain settled UK status. Forced marriages/slavery. Not sure.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Such couples are not legally married, whatever other people think. This has implications on death for their estates and families.

If not married, why not? There could be many reasons, but in law they are not and should not be treated as such, however long and loving their
relationship.

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Especially to ensure from the ill person that they are willingly marrying, not being forced for financial or other reasons.

Consultation Question 64:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There should always be a Top Person where the buck stops, as it were.



Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

There should always be some in-person witnesses

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If agreed by the GRO

No

Please expand on your answer:

We are all at risk of death. Only the timing is unknown.

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Only in a vessel large enough to freely include members of the public.

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

As before. Is it solemn?

e.g. A large pleasure boat, not travelling during the legal part, on Lake Windermere, maybe, if open to people other than the invited guests.

Beatles Fans on the Mersey Ferry - No, too light-hearted for a serious ceremony.

If an any cruise ship, the banns/schedule to be published six months or more in advance to enable public to object if unable to actually be on board. That
provision should always be there.
Not a last-minute, 'Let's get the Captain to marry us'.

Consultation Question 71:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

In this case the Captain may change so another senior crew member would need to consult GRO.
Could ship's chaplain agree to perform civil ceremony? Could be agreed on contract of employment if already registered and GRO agreed.

Consultation Question 72:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

If UK citizens

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

It could be a trend and may be taken too lightly. Cruises are expensive and so are not freely accessible by all members of the public. There is one
upmanship on this trend. Is this serious and solemn? I think not.

Consultation Question 74:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Suppose they leave the cruise somewhere in Asia. What happens then?

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Housebound/hospital through illness/ doctor's certificate - no fee apart from travel expenses. Part of their duty.
Prison - yes.

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

They may discourage, but they may also ensure that people think more carefully about what marriage means, and what they are proposing to do.

As a retired teacher, I believe marriage is the best way to live and raise a family, and not only because of my religious faith. I have seen the effects in the
children I have taught of parents being in a stable married relationship, and vice versa.

In fact, it can be preferable young couples live together for a while before committing to marriage after they have matured somewhat, than have an
over-the-top wedding and end up in the divorce courts in a few year's time. That is despite my religious beliefs.

There are ideals to strive for and a solemn ceremony is an ideal basis for this.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

A simple register office wedding should be available to all.

The wedding industry has become just that, an industry. If some want to spend thousands on it, fine. However, this Covid year has given us many
examples of small ceremonies, simply held, where couples have been so pleased to have got married in that way and have a party later. That is to be
commended.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

As above, any cost savings for a couple and family are a benefit.

Our daughter's religious ceremony 20 years ago, taken by a friend in an chapel local to us, but not the home areas of our adult daughter and son-in-law,
was the day after a simple registry office ceremony with four family members present.
Both events were treated in a solemn and very special way. Much of the catering, flowers, music etc. was done by friends. There was nothing too fancy.
We'd wish such for all who want it. Low-cost legalities should be available to all who want them.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

There should be as much variety as possible. Those who wish for a small office event, to have it; those who want a massive event to have it, with GRO fees
accordingly.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Final decisions should always be made by the GRO. Local authorities need to produce revenue and this should be borne in mind.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I think that permanent residents eg on the electoral roll, should have a legal ceremony in the UK.

Foreigners travelling to UK especially to marry should have a valid reason - maybe in front of elderly parents unable to travel. It should not be to enhance
residency/ employment applications.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is not only a private affair: it has consequences for society at large, Pre-warning of a marriage is therefore important, particularly outside urban
agglomerations.

Consultation Question 5:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As above, this virtually makes it a private matter only.

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:



Please share your views below:

Yes to both.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

I see no reason to remove this long standing arrangement

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Who will check these credentials as being genuine?

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This is a very vague statement , open to personal misinterpretation, but it is an extremely important proposal and needs clarifying.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

There needs to be further official backup to this in case the organisation refuses to remove officiant.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This depends heavily on the solemnity of the occasion being recognised, the location and form should not negate this aspect.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Why? This is standard continental practice.

Consultation Question 47:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The option to have open doors should remain.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

The location should be capable of ensuring the importance of marriage and not be frivolous.

Please share your views below:



Outdoors, fine.
Suitably organised, OK.
rather dubious.
Very private and not something to be encouraged, though there could be exceptions if the house is very big.

Consultation Question 49:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Officiants need to be well trained for this and not to be influenced by external pressure

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

The reputation of the place should ensure that all is in order, but if not, the officiant should be able to intervene

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

I have not been at a wedding during the COVID-19 pandemic



Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

it is important that couples do not approach marriage in a casual manner. There also needs to be time for any objections to the proposed marriage to be
heard, for example where a minor (16 - 18) is proposing to be married without parental consent, or where a bigamist is attempting another marriage.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I would say that a personal attendance only should be required with the possible exception where one of the parties is overseas, for example in the
armed services.

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

Both three days and seven days are far too close to the date of the marriage. much more time needs to be given to the preparation for marriage, and not
to have it rushed through in less than a week

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Both parties should attend together in person for the interview. The interview should consist of the interviewer and the couple without any other people
who might try to be coercive. The exception to this would be in the case of minors (16-18) who would need parental consent.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

As i mentioned above, this needs to be restricted to a person having a really valid reason for being abroad, e.g. armed services, Embassy and High
Commission staff and genuine employees of a British company stationed overseas.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

......not only online, but in the district in which the marriage is to take place.

Consultation Question 10:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

We are not told of the definition of the schedule.

Consultation Question 11:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As a result of the interview, the schedule should be quite clear as to who is to conduct the ceremony, with the provision that a substitute would be
provided if the proposed officiant were to be unwell or otherwise indisposed.

Consultation Question 12:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

As mentioned above.

Please share your views below:

It is difficult to give an answer to this until "other circumstances" is more clearly defined!

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This could lead to all sorts of anomalies. There is no valid reason why this practice should not continue. The Republic of Ireland is a separate country, and
is surely outside the scope of this consultation.

Consultation Question 14:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Although this country is no longer at war in the conventional sense, we are seeing churches and other places of worship being targeted by terrorists, and
it would be as well to leave this unchanged.

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Banns of Marriage should be published not only in the church where the ceremony is to take place, but also in the parish(es) where the parties reside.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

This is a safeguard against fraud, and also to ensure that the couple are properly prepared
for the important decision that they are making.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Again, this is a safeguard against fraud, and also to ensure that no pressure has been brought to bear on either party.

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:

Anything that ensures that a couple is properly prepared for the marriage is a good thing, and this presumably includes Anglican weddings.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Registration Officers are duly selected and trained for the post, and the responsibility should not be given to an untrained person.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Except for training purposes.

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This has been the situation form time immemorial.

Consultation Question 23:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There is nothing to stop couples of other or no religious belief having the ceremony in a Register Office.

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This can take place after the civil ceremony

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

20 is too small a number. 50 would reflect a more established organisation.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

It is important that the law is upheld, and any organisation that defies the law or public morality should be excluded from conducting weddings.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Provided that the proposed officiant is properly trained, it should make no difference as to their status within the organisation.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Officiants at a wedding ceremony need to be authorised by the organisation to which they belong. Without this, there would be scope for abuse by
unscrupulous individuals.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

My previous answers have emphasised the need for proper selection and training of officiants



Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

See my previous answer.

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The profit motive often distorts peoples' moral judgements, and a wedding ceremony is too important an event to be motivated by financial
considerations.

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There needs to be a statutory scale of fees, so that it is not left to an individual officiant.

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If an officiant is sincere about his/her religious or non-religious beliefs it would be hypocritical for them to conduct a ceremony contrary to their beliefs.

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage should be very big decision in a couple's life together, and the dignity and solemnity of the ceremony must not be understated, and this should
be reflected in the tone and content of the ceremony.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

An official "code of conduct" would be invaluable, as it would ensure that officiants would know exactly what to do un various circumstances.

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Provided that their performance is monitored.

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

1b. This statement is not just for the couple, but is to be stated in public, so that any other person's objection, e.g. possible bigamy, may be heard.

2. Religious and non-religious organisations should submit to the General Register Office the form and wording of the ceremony particular to that
organisation, and this would be used in all their ceremonies, with a few possible approved alternatives.

3. The marriage ceremony must contain an unequivocal declaration of consent, to be witnessed by all those attending the ceremony, and the marriage
certificate is the evidence of this.

4. Remove the words "whether" and "or.....................................document)

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The wedding ceremony should be in the form agreed by the religious or non-religious organisation with a few approved variants. The form should be one
that is recognised by society, and not entirely subject to the whim of the parties. Marriage is a public statement and recognised in law, and any attempt to
diminish this must be resisted. To allow ad hoc ceremonies would open the flood gates to all sorts of wierd and wonderful ideas.

Consultation Question 44:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Many couples have chosen in the past to have a civil ceremony followed by a service of marriage blessing, and this has seemed appropriate for them.
There is bo valid reason to change this practice.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A wedding is a public affair to be recognised by society at large. Weddings behind closed doors would give opportunities for arranged marriages to take
place where one of the parties, usually the bride, is being coerced by fear to consent to the marriage

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Weddings are public affairs, and the public must have access to them. there are already sufficient venues viz. churches, register offices, hotels. Any
relaxation of this would lead to entirely inappropriate venues, and would lead to the undermining of the dignity and solemnity of marriage.

Please share your views below:

The dignity and solemnity of a marriage ceremony are of utmost importance, and must not be trivialised by taking place in inappropriate settings. Any of
the above proposals are entirely unacceptable.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As I have stated above, all weddings are public affairs. They are a statement to society that a legal function has taken place, and that it has been
witnessed, not just by the signatories on the marriage certificate, but by all those present at the occasion.

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Weddings should take place in the venue appropriate to the beliefs of the couple, and to take place elsewhere would smack of hypocrisity.

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It should be the responsibility of the religious or non-religious organisation to decide on the suitability of the location, and not left to the officiant.

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

We need much greater clarity as to whether a location is safe and dignified. A working party needs to be set up to decide on a definition of these terms.

No

Please expand on your answer:

It should not be down to individual officiants to decide whether a location is safe and dignified, but should be authorised by the officiant's organisation

Consultation Question 53:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

How can one have a pre-approval process for locations that have already hosted weddings? Surely they are already approved, but, of course, they will
need to be monitored on a regular basis.

Please share your views below:

The General Register Office or its approved agents.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Registration should be done at the time and place of the wedding.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

2. There must be witnesses to a marriage, otherwise who is to say that it has or has not taken place, and in a proper manner

3. the parties must sign the marriage registers to record that the wedding has taken place.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The condition of marriage expects that the couple will live together as husband and wife
for the foreseeable future

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

1. Possibly

2,3, & 4. It is important that all the parties are present at the ceremony, and not to be done remotely

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

See question 68

Consultation Question 71:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

See question 68

Consultation Question 72:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

See question 68

Other



Please expand on your answer:

See question 68

Other

Please expand on your answer:

See question 68

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

I have no idea

Consultation Question 74:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

See question 68

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(2) there should be no fee.

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

1. I do not believe that the current law discourages or prevents couples from getting married.
2. I do not believe that the provisional proposals would make any difference to the number of couples who are legally married

I have not heard any complaints that the existing law has a detrimental effect on couples' decisions about marriage

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

The fees for weddings must not dissuade couples from getting married. After all, apart from the extra paper work, registrars and clergy are only doing
what they are already being paid to do. It may also be possible to waive fees for those couples who are in receipt of Universal Credit

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Providing wedding ceremonies has been a challenge during the COVID 19 pandemic. Information issued by Government has been issued at the last 
minute with conflicting information which has been difficult to navigate. Whilst it is understood that the Pandemic is an ever evolving situation it has



caused immeasurable stress to the staff who have had to try and provide clarity to couples and approved premises. Couples feel it is "our fault" the
circumstances have changed and this it has been our decision to amend the rules. 
Approved Premises have looked to us to provide guidance around their COVID secure risk assessments and as the regulations change they also turn to us
to provide clarity. This is time consuming and stressful to staff. 
The sheer amount of paperwork that has been undertaken by staff to amend or postpone wedding ceremonies cannot also be underestimated.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This appears to be extremely outdated in the current times. Whilst it may be open to abuse by some who may choose a district without a huge amount of
thought or on a whim, we feel that the benefits outweigh the likelihood of this happening.

This will also reduce costs for anyone living abroad who may wish to marry in England or Wales.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The need to give notice in the district in which you are to marry is also fairly outdated now. The ability to start the notice period by giving notice on line or
at another registration district is good. The only issue that may occur is when giving notice online or by post - if some of the information is incorrect, or
subsequently found to be incorrect does the notice period start again? This may cause issues if someone feels that the local registration service is putting
barriers in the way. You would need an adequate specified period of time prior to the ceremony for someone to have to attend in person which allows for
issues to be dealt with.

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

As above - I believe that 3 or 7 days is far too short a time between the in person interview and the ceremony if there are any issues that need to be
sorted out.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

I believe that in person interviews are required. It is easy to cover up if they are done remotely. In addition, how would the documentation needed be
checked for validity and to ensure it is not fake or fraudulent?

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Yes this should continue to be possible.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Again, displaying in paper copy is very outdated. This would also allow them to be more freely accessed and would be more environmentally friendly.

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

12 months is a reasonable time period for the validity.

Consultation Question 11:

No



Please expand on your answer:

There are occasions where the officiant will change - this may be more than once and this would create unnecessary paperwork if the registration service
has to issue an amended schedule each time this changes.

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

How does this match with Question 11? If a substitute officiant can officiate at a wedding but is not named on the schedule?

Who will decide who the substitute officiant is - the couple or the registration service?

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes - this should be the case.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

This should be the case in order to undertake the same checks and balances that civil preliminaries do.

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There needs to be a formal officiant to ensure the marriage is conducted legally and that all requirements of the ceremony have been met. How on earth
do you have a legal marriage if someone is not responsible for ensuring it meets any legal requirements as set out above?

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes - Registration Officers should only be able to officiate at civil weddings.

Consultation Question 21:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

In essence I agree with this and know that it works in Scotland. There is a small risk that with only one Registration Officer mistakes could be made more
frequently and that if there are any issues with the ceremony or paperwork there is only one person to sort it out but I think the benefits outweigh the
risk.

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There will need to be guidelines produced for the governing bodies to understand who will be eligible to be nominated.

Consultation Question 24:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Whilst it is agreed the definition above should be used to define non-religious belief organisations there is a concern over non-religious belief
organisations undertaking wedding ceremonies.

Please share your views below:

It is difficult to see how you would have a definitive list of organisations. As new organisations are formed it will be forever changing and therefore make
it harder to monitor and be open to interpretation for error and litigation.

Consultation Question 25:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I believe that this could be open to interpretation and possible abuse. There would need to be clear definitions of what "regularly" means in respect of
meeting. Do they have to have been meeting for a defined period of time before they are eligible? What is classed as a ”sincerely held belief” about
marriage. Who would determine this? How would it be monitored? How would some non religious beliefs be deemed as not meeting the criteria etc?

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Yes this should be excluded. However, who will determine what is contrary to public morality? Morality is difficult to define and open to interpretation.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

If the religious organisations have a structure where offices are held then yes this should be permitted. I assume the relevant offices will have been
agreed.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There needs to be a central body who retains a definitive list and who are responsible for ensuring and overseeing the relevant people are on the list. It
makes sense that this is GRO.

Consultation Question 29:

Other

Please expand on your answer:



Whilst as a Registration Service I have severe concerns about independent officiants I am aware that they work in Scotland. There would need to be some
very tight guidance and restrictions around independent officials - how much they charge, how and where they can officiate, how their standards are
monitored. What steps will be taken if an independent officiant breaches any regulations or rules put in place? Code of conduct? Complaints process?

What role, if any, does the Local Registration Service play in monitoring or overseeing or registering the Independent officiants? Whilst I'm aware the
proposal is that GRO deals with this - in reality how will this work if the LRS is not involved.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Clear guidance over what is "fit and proper" needs to be laid down. GRO will also have to play a part in ensuring that the persons meet the criteria laid
down.

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It is crucial that the training and professional development is monitored - how is the Registrar General going to ensure that an officiant has a sufficient
level of skill and accuracy so that wedding ceremonies are performed appropriately and legally? Currently Registration Officers are given technical
refresher training twice yearly and undergo observation in order to ensure that they are maintaining an appropriate standards. I'm not sure how this will
work if the oversight is centralised.

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The beliefs of the organisation should be at the core of choosing that ceremony and couples who choose to marry by the officiant due to their beliefs
should not be penalised for those beliefs by higher profit making.

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Without maximum charges being set or charges being capped, couples could be at risk of being forced to pay higher fees by profit making individuals and
businesses. Additionally, I believe there is a proposal that Registration Office ceremonies will have their fees set - this could disadvantage Registration
Services who rely on ceremony income to offset the costs associated with the Statutory Registration Services they are required to provide.

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The same person should not be authorised as both - either they are an independent officiant and can officiate in that capacity alone OR they are a
religious or non-religious belief organisation officiant - not both.

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Dignity and solemnity means different things to different people so it is crucial that the officiant has the responsibility to uphold this. How will this be
monitored?

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes this categorically must happen. Without a framework for how weddings are conducted there is a risk that ceremonies will not be conducted
appropriately and that there is a misinterpretation of the solemnity of the role.



Consultation Question 37:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This proposal does allow for the organisation to take seriously the responsibility it has for the people it has nominated, however, there does need to be
another body that has responsibility of monitoring the officiants and who can step in if the organisation is not taking action against any failings of their
officiants.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As explained in answer 37 there needs to be a body which has ultimate responsibility in the event that the organisation or individual fails to comply with
the standards or their legal responsibilities. This should sit with the General Register Office

Consultation Question 39:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I agree that the General Register Office should take ultimate responsibility for the monitoring and de-authorising of independent officiants. I am unclear
how this will work in reality. How will GRO know whether officiants are conducting ceremonies appropriately and to the necessary standards?

Consultation Question 40:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I believe that officiants should have to formally renew their authorisation. This will demonstrate their willingness to continue in the role and allow any
updated terms and conditions to be formally agreed.

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This happens with other professions to ensure best practice is upheld and some professions have to be able to prove their compliance with mandatory
training in the form of an updated professional portfolio which can be requested by the overall governing body at any time to ensure it is being properly
maintained.

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This allows for the consent to be given even if it is not said verbally in the ceremony. It must be made clear, however, to couples exactly when that
consent is given and the wedding becomes formed and legally binding.

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I agree in principle, but I do think there need to be some sort of framework that the ceremony takes that can be interpreted dependent on beliefs of the
couples.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 45:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Whilst there is a recognition that having religious content in a civil ceremony meets the needs of some couples who choose not to marry in a church it
does blur the lines of what is and isn't allowed. How would the ceremony be identified as a civil rather than religious ceremony? Who would determine
the level of religious content allowed? The lack of clarity or clear definition between the two would make it very difficult for whomever had to allow (or
not) the religious content as couples would want to ensure their ceremony fitted their wishes.

Please share your views below:

I do not believe that religious content should be expressly allowed at a civil wedding for the reasons given above.

Consultation Question 46:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I see no reason why, after a civil ceremony has taken place a religious service cannot be conducted.

Consultation Question 47:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This requirement is historic - in reality and whilst venues are open to the public, the couple invite their guests and decide who attends. This decision
making process could as easily take place in a venue that does not have open doors or public access.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The health & safety of the couple, guests and more importantly the officiant needs to be considered. Who would have the responsibility in ensuring that
any location was "safe and suitable"? Who's responsibility would it be to risk assess a location and where would the liability fall if there were a safety
incident?

We are already aware that couples wish to marry in unorthodox locations who give no consideration to the requirements of their guests or officers. If
there is no guidance about what constitutes a suitable venue it will be difficult to manage couple's expectations.

outdoors,, on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

Outdoors - this needs to have some sort of structure. The requirements could be relaxed so that it is not a fixed structure and could be open but it needs
to be fit for purpose and suitable to hold a wedding ceremony.

With all of the proposals there needs to be a way of ensuring that the location is suitable - does this require a risk assessment or assessment of liability?
Currently private homes are checked as the venue is not known. Who would be responsible for this and if it were a location such as an outdoor location
or a vessel that might be used by more than one couple does it have to be assessed each time?

Consultation Question 49:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I don't believe that locations need to be publicly accessible or available to the public - this is now an outdated requirement.

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There does need to be a clear definition in the type and form of ceremony. By enabling couples to choose whether they want a religious ceremony in a
religious venue, a civil ceremony at an appropriate venue or a non-religious belief ceremony at their venue it allows couples the choice whilst still giving
clarity over the type of ceremony that can go ahead.

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The responsibility would have to sit with someone and the officiant is probably the best placed, however, this places a significant onus on the individual
and could leave that person open to significant objection if they were to turn down a location. Where does liability come in and who would the couple
take any complaint to if they were unhappy with the decision?

Would this apply to Civil ceremonies if conducted by Registration Officers? If so, the responsibility should sit with the Local Registration Service rather
than the individual.

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes this is an absolute requirement so that officiants are able to asses a location. This would also give a clear framework so that couples understood
before hand constitutes a safe and dignified location. This may go some way to solving any challenges couples may have over a decision on whether a
location is suitable. GRO would also need to play a role in determining whether a location is suitable if couples need to take the decision elsewhere.

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This makes sense so that locations don't have to be agreed every time. It needs to be clear where this information would be held, how it's accessed and
how it is kept up to date.

Please share your views below:

It could work in a similar way to the current approved premises process - a location applies and the guidance on whether it is suitable is followed. There
should be a payment if they want this pre-approval process and to be included on any database.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I am unsure why these need to be added after the ceremony? Will the timeframe be specified? Who will be responsible for adding the details and cover
the additional work.

If the details are available beforehand it would make sense to add the information prior to the ceremony.

Consultation Question 55:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Electronic registration makes sense in the current times.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There does need to be a legal framework for a marriage to be formed. I believe that the points above should be required in order for a marriage to be
legal.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Whilst I don't believe mistakes in the issuance of the schedule should void a marriage, I do believe that the schedule should be signed and witnessed in
the same way as any other legal documentation in case of any legal challenge.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It is crucial that both parties express consent to the marriage and that they have given notice of marriage and known that the officiant was authorised.

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The requirement for the couple to have cohabited for any period after the ceremony is not monitored and therefore this could be removed and the
presumption in favour of validity should arise as covered in points 1 and 2 above.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Absolutely - it is critical that any officiant to be held accountable for their actions. Purporting to be an officiant should be an offence as it has long term
ramifications for the couple.

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

The ability to provide for people who have extenuating circumstances should be retained. There may be ways for the process to be eased but as long as
any future requirements are met by the couple and the ceremony can be accommodated safely then allowances should continue to be met.

Consultation Question 63:

Other

Please expand on your answer:



Dependant on the nature of the illness and whether they are nearing or at “end stage” of their terminal illness and how unwell they are should be
determined on an individual basis, case by case.

I believe they should, however, be interviewed to ensure that they are not being coerced into marriage .

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Surely the point is that the person is terminally ill and wishing to marry. Dependent on circumstances there may be a delay in marrying due to treatment
or hospitalisation but in the majority of cases I would have thought couples would be marrying sooner rather than later.

In addition, how would it be determined that after some months (dependent on the illness) the person was still of sound mind to enter into a marriage?
Surely in these instances it should be restricted to a shorter length of time and that both parties are competent to make an informed decision.

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

In this case a 12 month validity makes sense.

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Whilst in principle I agree with this for purely emergency circumstances there is a concern about holding a wedding ceremony remotely. This would be
difficult to manage in reality and how do we feel confident that all parties are entering into marriage freely?

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The COVID pandemic has proven that we need emergency provisions to be flexible dependent on the nature and length of the emergency.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I agree but some evidence should surely be needed?

Consultation Question 68:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

In principle yes as long as the location is suitable.

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Naval or other Military vessels

Consultation Question 71:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It will be difficult to give the name of the officiant at the time of giving notice. I do believe, however, that the ship details should be recorded.

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

In principle yes but I believe a timeframe should be given in this case.

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Costs will be incurred by the local registration service - as long as these are set on a cost recovery basis I believe this is fair to re-charge.

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

I believe this should be set at a lower level. It is far more likely that the person is unable to travel and therefore the officer will need to go to them. This
should not penalise a person for being terminally ill.

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

In order to give couples choice and to meet the needs of those who may not be able to afford larger weddings an alternative should be available.

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It is highly likely that the assessment of a location will fall to the local registration service. The costs associated with all the work that goes into ensure a
location is safe and dignified should be recoverable.

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



This will still require someone to attend to ensure that the location is safe and dignified. It makes sense that this is done once where ceremonies are likely
to regularly host weddings.

Consultation Question 80:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Whilst I believe a charge should be made for a registration officer to officiate at a civil wedding outside the register office, I believe that the Local Authority
should be able to set the rate. There is a real risk to local registration services that other officiants are able to set their own rate but registration officers
will have one standardised rate. This seriously jeopardises the Local Authorities ability to maintain sufficient levels of income to support the statutory
services it has to provide.

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Local Authorities need to be able to determine fees for discretionary services as noted above.

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

The fee should be set at a lower level. I do believe, however, that there should be a fee. People who have been diagnosed as terminally ill also have very
differing timescales. The less than cost recovery should be reserved for those who are at the end stages rather than those that have been diagnosed but
have a much longer time.

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I believe this should be set Nationally.

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Current numbers of people choosing to marry in Gloucestershire are around 3,600 per year. I don't believe that the provisional proposals will increase
this number significantly. What it will do is give couples more choice on where they marry and potentially what type of service they have. We are aware
that couples may choose a humanist ceremony rather than a civil ceremony - I don't believe this will encourage more people to marry who have humanist
beliefs but will enable them to marry with less regulation and without the need to undergo two ceremonies.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

1. The availability of register office weddings is limited in terms of availability at popular times of the week but sufficient for those wishing to marry in
Gloucestershire. The costs are set at a standard rate which allows those who cannot afford a larger wedding to get married.
2. Costs of marrying on approved premises are significantly higher dependent on the nature of the approved premises. The majority of approved
premises are businesses and by their very nature are there to make profit. The costs associated with these types of venues can be very high.
4. The current law restricts the locations that couples can marry. We are aware that there is a preference for locations other than those that can be
provided under the current law. The law does need to be updated to allow more flexibility in where couples can marry but I believe there do still need to
be clear guidelines in place in order to ensure they remain safe and dignified.
5. The current law does mean that those couples who wish to marry outside of a civil wedding do incur additional costs as they have to also undergo a
legally recognised wedding. This does adversely affect couples who wish to marry in line with their own beliefs that do not fit with the civil ceremony.



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

1. I don't believe the proposals will affect the availability of register office weddings or provide any savings unless the statutory fee will be reduced.
2. There are likely to be savings made where the couple are not marrying in a current licenced approved premises. As stated, the majority of these
locations are businesses with profit to be made. The proposed changes will give couples greater choice and will mean they are not tied down to any
particular location. This will, however, have a major impact on businesses that have been severely affected during the recent pandemic.
3. There will inevitably be savings if a couple does not have to have a separate legally recognised wedding. However, those savings are small as the
majority of people marry in a register office wedding. The benefit will be more around the need not to have a separate ceremony with specific wording
that the couple may not agree with.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

1. the current law in respect of approved premises does enable them to fulfil a significant number of weddings. The lack of choice of civil ceremony
location inevitably means that approved premises are the preferred chosen venue of couples. If this choice is widened it will have a significant impact on
their ability to attract income and maintain a sustainable business.
2. the current level of weddings has enabled us to employ a significant number of registration officers in order to attend weddings on approved premises
across the county. Any changes to this will lead to less officers being needed unless they are able to become officiants. Costs of their attendance are
based on a cost recovery basis for the whole process of booking and administration in respect of a ceremony. It is difficult to know what impact the
proposed changes will have without understanding the national set level of fees that may be proposed.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

1. As stated previously the proposals are likely to have a detrimental affect on venues as there will be greater choice available to couples. Gloucestershire
currently has 120 licenced approved venues.
2. There are likely to be less Registration Officers needed if other officiants are approved (unless they become officiants independently). There will also be
a potential loss in income if Local registration services do not have responsibility for licencing venues.
3. Venues will benefit from being able to host wedding officiated by people other than registration officers - I'm not sure this will have a huge impact
however.

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

The current law allows for Local Authorities to be the licencing body for approved premises. Premises must be approved for Civil ceremonies and
therefore the licencing (set by the local Authority) brings needed income to the service. Current licencing is £2,500 per venue for a period of 3 years with
Gloucestershire having 120 approved premises to date. In addition, due to the fact that Registration Officers officiate at all civil ceremonies - this is a
major source of income bringing Gloucestershire over £1million pounds (gross) a year.
We employ over 60 staff who attend wedding ceremonies and who rely on this employment for their income.
Gloucestershire Registration service is self funding - this means that the income achieved through the ceremonies side of the business funds the
statutory Birth and Death registration service including the salaries of staff. Without the current level of income it would be difficult to sustain the
statutory service and would result in the County Council having to build additional costs into it's base budget.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Depending on how the proposals will be overseen, monitored and managed has the potential to have a huge impact on our Authority. Withdrawing the
need to licence a premises, providing more locations to be married and introducing external officiants will all have a significant impact and reduction in
income.

There may be some income achieved if we keep any licencing responsibilities but the introduction of set National fees will severely restrict our ability to
maintain income levels leading to a significant difficulty in sustaining the statutory service.

It is proposed that GRO and the Registrar General have responsibilities that current sit with the Local Registration Service - particularly around monitoring
and training. I am really not clear how this will work practically when they will have responsibility for the whole of England and Wales. It is inevitable that
any complaints will come to the Local Registration Services rather than directly to GRO and we will be left to "pick up the pieces". I believe that the Law
does need to be reviewed and that the current regulations are very outdated - I believe, however, that the some of the proposals should remain localised
rather than centralised.

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

1. I have outlined previously the issues regarding the likely reduction in income to Local Authorities.
2. I have outlined previously the issues I believe will lead to the likely reduction in income to approved premise businesses
3. It is likely that religious and non-religious belief organisations (if made officiants) have the ability to increase income streams by charging for wedding
ceremonies.
4. As independent officiants will legally be able to undertake weddings and can set their own charges the proposals are likely to have a significantly
beneficial impact on them. They are likely to be able to increase their business and income.
5. The proposals will give couples greater choice. I don't believe it will lead to significant savings but will allow those who do not want a religious or civil
ceremony other options.
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is much more than a private contract between 2 people; it's for public benefit; it's a long term commitment. Being in a particular place for 7 days
prior to giving notice is a very simple, basic requirement which should not cause any undue difficulty.

Consultation Question 5:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The registration district should be where the applicants (or one of them) is resident or has a demonstrable connection, other than just wanting to get
married.

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

4 weeks

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Interviews should take place face to face, except in exceptional circumstances, such as a national pandemic. the solemnity and seriousness of the
marriage vows require this.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Why not?

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

No

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Banns of marriage are part of the Anglican regime.



Consultation Question 14:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I suggest that you seek the guidance of the CoE on this question.

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

No. banns should also be read where the 2 people are resident.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes to both

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

I would not be adverse to a dual system operating.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The officiant should also be satisfied that both parties understand the nature of the commitment that they are entering into - i.e. lifelong to the exclusion
of others

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

The organisation should have a positive view on the dignity and solemnity of marriage.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Yes.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Officiants should be nominated by an organisation.

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Officiants should be able to conduct wedding ceremonies of their children and nephews & nieces etc. if the couple so request.

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

And also the dignity and solemnity of the wedding ceremony.
How will the officiant be required to demonstrate this responsibility, both in theory and in practice?
How will it be ensured that this responsibility does not change over time?

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This guidance should emphasise the dignity and solemnity of both marriage and the wedding ceremony.
Who will scrutinise the Guidance before it is issued?

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Provided there is a mechanism for couple and their families to refer their views and complaints etc.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

And if they fail consistently to conduct ceremonies with due dignity & solemnity.

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There should be an age limit. Authorisation of officiants should be reviewed every 5 years

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Couple should express publicly i.e. in front of the Officiant and the witnesses that (a) they understand the nature and importance of marriage (b) there is
no lawful impediment to their marriage and (c) that they wish to marry each other. They should then exchange vows before signing the relevant
documents as evidence of their marriage.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The ceremony must reflect the dignity and solemnity of marriage and must include words which clearly convey to all that the couple understand the
nature of marriage and their desire to marry one another.



Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is long overdue

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Let the couple choose this if they wish to.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is for the public good and needs to take place in a an accredited or public place.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a serious and solemn ceremony for the public good and needs to take place in accredited places which are accessible and open.

outdoors,

Please share your views below:

Outdoors in designated areas, not anywhere outdoors.
Certainly not in the air - not dignified
Or in private homes - not public.
I would be relaxed about a non-moving boat or platform on a lake or slow moving river - the ceremony needs to be still and stable and not open to
possible distractions

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage ceremonies need to take place in publicly accessible venues where it is clear what is taking place.

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:



No

Please expand on your answer:

The decision on the suitability of venues for weddings to take place should be a matter for local authorities following approved Guidance.

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Guidance should be issued to define the meaning of 'safe' and 'dignified'?

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Who will scrutinise this Guidance before it is issued?

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Local Authorities.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A minimum number of witnesses should be present. Marriage is not a private arrangement between 2 people.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Living together after the ceremony is part of the substance of what marriage means and the commitment it involves. If a couple don't ant to live together,
why are they getting married? (With obvious exceptions if a couple are temporarily forced to be a part e.g. if one of them is in hospital or in prison or
working abroad).

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Not aware of any.

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Provided that the boat is wholly stable and the weather calm

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Such people should pay the same fees as everyone else.

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(2) there should be no fee.

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

I am married legally

Consultation Question 3:



Please share your views below:

None attended nor experienced

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

One less formality, one more move in the wrong direction,. The proposal trivialises marriage.

Consultation Question 5:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See above answer to question 4

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

14 days is preferred because it emphasises the importance and dignity of the marriage

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Remote interviews should not be poosible, They would further trivialise marriage.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

I support the present arrangements, which maintain the importance of marriage

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

On-line publication should be in addition to present arrangements.

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

No changes should be introduced which further trivialise marriage. Marriage is an important civil union in which the parties publicly contract with each 
other. and society at large, to remain faithful for life, and, should children result, to rear them to be responsible citizens. Any move which changes these



essential features is inimical to the good ordering of society.

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Such a change would be a small but undesirable assault upon the Union.

Consultation Question 14:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This change is not needed; the provisions remain relevant in the case of a church being unusable for any reason.

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Banns should be published in the church where the marriage ceremony is to take place and in the home parishes of the couple.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Both these requirements appear to be sensible, and underline the ceremony's importance.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

This declaration should be made by each of the couple in each other's presence and that of the officiant.

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:

There is no need to change the present arrangements for Anglican weddings and those of other denominations.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:



Other

Please expand on your answer:

The expression "non-religious belief organisation" is meaningless. If legislation were enacted to authorise such organisations in relation to marriage, the
door would be open for organisations which deny the essential attributes of marriage as traditionally and universally accepted.
Such a move would herald the end of marriage in the UK and would be socially disruptive.
It should not be forgotten that marriage is an ancient institution, an essential part of the human condition. For the UK to start to interfere with its
universality would be an egregious error and one which would initiate an inexorable national decline in the perceived importance of marriage.

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No. See previous answer. Non-religious belief organisations should have no place in a marriage ceremony. People of faith should continue to be able to
choose a church/temple/synagogue/mosque, and others have the option of a civil ceremony.

Please share your views below:

An impossible task even if the law were changed to permit non-religious belief to officiate at weddings.
And see previous answers.

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This a hopelessly wide definition, and one which would damage the importance of the ceremony and the institution

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

There would be no need for any such change if the institutions permitted to officiate at marriage ceremonies were limited as at present.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

It would be safer if the power were limited to named office holders within the organisation.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This seems sensible

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It would be safer if nominations were restricted to organisations.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This requirement should be backed up with sanctions for breach.

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Any change which supports the dignity and importance of marriage would have my support.

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

See above. Any change which would or might open the door to the commercialisation of the ceremony would be anathema to the institution of marriage..
The potential for such damage is enormous.

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Fee limits militate against competitive practices being adopted.

Consultation Question 34:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See previous answers.

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

See previous answers.
But how is "dignity and solemnity" to be assessed? Once you introduce bodies other than the established religious bodies, you enter a realm of
uncertainty and danger.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This power should be limited to civil ceremonies. Church etc ceremonies should continue to be conducted in accordance with the orthodox liturgies of
the faith concerned.

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I do not support the introduction of so-called "independent" officiants

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:



No

Please expand on your answer:

I do not support the introduction of independent officiants

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

1. The "no impediment" declaration should be repeated in the ceremony by each party.
2. Agreed (but I do not support the introduction of "non-religious belief" organisations.
3. Agreed,
4 The marriage should be formed when the requirements for a valid marriage of the religious organisation have been met, plus those of the State.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Any freedom of choice with regard to the ceremony risks omitting the essential ingredients of a valid marriage. A marriage should continue to be a
tri-partite public contract, in which the parties commit to the essential features of marriage as defined by the State and their religious organisation.
Turning the ceremony into a matter of personal choice denies the status of marriage as a tri-partite contract.
I can imagine nothing more calculated to destroy marriage's role in our society than this one, and I am surprised that it is even being contemplated.
Proponents of this change should be requested to undergo training in the history of marriage and to undertake an assessment of its social contribution
to the world.

Consultation Question 44:

No

Please expand on your answer:

What about Catholic and Methodist weddings, to name but two. Is it proposed that there should be special rules for these?

Consultation Question 45:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There can be no rationale for such a change. A wedding should be either religious (in which case it should be conducted in accordance with the rites of
the religion concerned and of the State), or civil (in which case it should be conducted in accordance with the rites of the State).
There is no rational place for a hybrid ceremony.

Please share your views below:

See previous answer

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I cannot see the rationale for such a proposal.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is fundamental. A marriage is NOT a private affair for the parties alone. It involves society at large and public access is therefore an essential
ingredient.

Chapter 7: Location



Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This opens the door to extremism in all its forms, many vulgar and inappropriate to the dignity and importance of the institution.

Please share your views below:

None of the listed venues should be permitted if the dignity of the marriage ceremony is to be preserved.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is fundamental. Marriage is NOT a private arrangement only. It involves society as a whole, represented by the State. Any misunderstanding as to this
essential ingredient is anathema to marriage, and would, if reflected in legislation, mean the end of marriage in the UK.
The Commission bears a heavy responsibility here to give leadership. The law should be preserving and promoting marriage as a solemn public contract
with three parties, the couple and society.

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

No

Please expand on your answer:

The law should stay clear of these areas.
The Commission should keep things simple. A wedding is either a religious wedding or a civil one. Hybrids and other complications are unnecessary and
should be avoided..

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Yet again this proposal risks informality and worse.

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is sensible.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I agree provided that it is limited to guidance only.

Consultation Question 53:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See previous answers

Please share your views below:

Not applicable

Chapter 8: Registration



Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

1. Agreed
2. Agreed
3. Agreed, plus the fact that the ceremony was not officiated by an authorised officiant
4. Not understood.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

1. Minor errors only
2. Disagree. Witnesses are the representatives of society at large and are an essential feature of a valid marriage.
3. Disagree. The addition of signatures is essential in the interests of clarity and the avoidance of fraud.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A marriage is not valid without consummation under religious law. This has a secular relevance in that it underlines the social dimension of marriage and
the couple's commitment to rear children, if any, to be good members of society.

No

Please expand on your answer:

See previous answer.

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Lack of consent is an absolute bar to validity and should remain so. However, pragmatic considerations make a time limit on nullity petitions sensible.

Consultation Question 61:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Special weddings of this kind should be conducted in full compliance with the law, No special legislation is necessary.

Consultation Question 63:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There is no cause in illness for the normal requirements of marriage to be dis-applied.

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The generally applicable rules should apply also to such cases.

Consultation Question 66:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See previous answer.

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

None of the circumstances listed would appear to justify the suspension of the formal requirements for a valid marriage, with the possible exception of 1.
3 above is a nonsense. Virtual ceremonies cannot give the dignity and importance which the marriage ceremony requires, and they would be open to
fraud. There is no demand for such a radical and foolish change.

No

Please expand on your answer:

See previous answers.

No

Please expand on your answer:

Removal of any marriage formalities is a move in the wrong direction. Changes should be directed at supporting and promoting marriage as the first
building block of an inter-dependent society, to be approached seriously and responsibly.

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Such a change is unnecessary and risky. Weddings on beaches , for instance, risk abandoning the dignity of the occasion, reducing it to the level of a
party.



Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Provided that all necessary formalities are still observed.

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

I think the principle accepted in my answer to the previous question should apply also to Royal Navy ships but no others.

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The reason for this proposal is unclear. The principle of observance with all normal requirements should apply.

Consultation Question 72:

No

Please expand on your answer:

1. Agreed.
2. Not agreed. The lowering of the status of the officiant prejudices the dignity and importance of the occasion.

No

Please expand on your answer:

See previous answers.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Compliance with all the normal requirements is essential.

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

I am not aware of any and question the wisdom of legislation to permit them. It will not stop there. The demand for ever more bizarre venues will
increase. Swimming pools, deep sea diving sites, aeroplanes, submarines, hot-air balloons and many more will be proposed as desired venues for a
wedding. All such venues are unsuitable because they implicitly deny the dignity and importance of the marriage.

Consultation Question 74:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See above answers.

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(1) the same fee as other cases in which the registration officer must travel to the person giving notice, set nationally on a cost-recovery basis; or

Please expand on your answer:



In the interests of simplicity.

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

A civil wedding in a registry office should rank as the first or default option for those who choose a civil wedding. All other venues for such weddings are
at risk of compromising the dignity and importance of the occasion.

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Illness is not relevant to ability to pay. The normal fees should apply in these cases.

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

1. The present law does discourage (not prevent) marriage but properly so. Marriage is not to be entered into lightly.
2. The present proposals would undoubtedly discourage marriage to an unhealthy extent, by encouraging the view that marriage was no more than a
private, potentially short-term arrangement, even in some cases just an excuse for a party, and so "Why bother?". Destroy or substantially amend the
traditional requirements of a valid marriage, and the results will be fewer marriages, less stability in family life, more mentally damaged children and a
less cohesive society.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



1. Register office weddings have for generations provided a dignified civil option to a church wedding for those who wish it. Therefore, register offices
should be readily reachable throughout the country and the fees should be regulated and reasonable.
2. The costs of approved premises weddings should not be limited by law. The choice of such venues should not be subsidised by the taxpayer.
3. The costs of such weddings should be set by the churches etc concerned without regulatory limits.
4. Whatever the cost of such weddings it should not be contributed to by the taxpayer.
5. There are costs attached to all weddings and it is not a function of legislation to indemnify against, nor reduce, the cost at the taxpayer's expense.

The current law does not, in my view, discourage weddings to an unhealthy degree, nor does the cost of marrying in a registry office or a church etc.
There is simply no need for fresh legislation on these grounds.
One of the main reasons today why marriages are delayed or even abandoned is the perception that an expensive reception is an essential part of a
"proper" wedding. It is not, and the most effective way to address this popular misconception would be for the State and the churches etc to provide, and
promote, a cost effective reception alternative. This is a cultural issue which will not easily be addressed!

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

The benefits of the Commission's proposals are unclear. The disadvantages are many and profound and are addressed in my answers above.
1. Register office weddings should continue to constitute a dignified alternative to a church etc wedding, and at a reasonable cost.
2. The view that savings could be made by the listed alternatives is an illusion. Couples who opt for alternative venues are not in general motivated by
cost. The most expensive feature of a wedding is the reception and the cost of these is constant across all venues.
3. The necessity of a separate legally compliant wedding is founded upon the essential role of marriage in society. The costs attached to legal compliance
in a register office or church etc are trivial and are not a disincentive to marriage.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

1. I am unaware of any problems resulting from these Regulations.
2. I am unaware on any problems relating to the availability and costs of registration officers' attendance on approved premises.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

1. Such potential benefits as arise are trivial in context.
2. The availability of officers for civil weddings is surely a factor of their number, which is not affected by the Commission's proposals. In any event, if
there are insufficient, Treasury imposed costs constraints will not remedy this for the forseeable future, if ever.
3. There can be no potential benefits to this proposal, since religious officiants already have available suitably dignified premises. On the contrary, the
availability of other venues as a result of the enactment of the Commission's proposals, would put unwanted pressure on churches etc to which they
could respond in only two ways; first, by a simple refusal, and, second, by putting up their costs to prohibitive levels. Legislation to prohibit or limit the
latter would be a step too far in limiting freedom.
4. There is unlikely to be an increase in the number of weddings as a result of the Commission's proposals.

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I have no experience in this area. I do say, however, that the involvement of local authorities in civil weddings is to be encouraged, since thereby the
societal dimension to weddings is publicly evidenced.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

See previous answer.

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

1. The current law is irrelevant to the trend towards overseas marriages.
2. Ditto

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

1. The proposals would have little if any impact on the popularity of overseas marriages.
2. Ditto

Consultation Question 90:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

This is not my field. However, I would guess that the current law is generally of little consequence to the shipping industry, with the possible exception of
the cruise sector, which would view weddings as a marketing opportunity. The costs of such weddings, however, are likely to be substantial, and, since no
social purpose would be served by diverting weddings onto ships, it should be not be the function of legislation to encourage them.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Such benefits as accrue to the shipping industry will be trivial.

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

1. Administrative costs will add yet a further burden to local authorities in difficult times.
2. Busineeses are generally able to recover their costs from customers,
3. Churches etc can generally recover their costs.
4. and 5, Nothing to add.
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Daughter got married in a Church. Only allowed 15 at ceremony. Disappointing but understandable. Day went well but lots of stress due to the numbers
being changed at short notice and having to make last minute rearrangements.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This devalues marriage and means that couples can simply arrive in an area and decide to marry. It encourages forced marriage and coercion. It also
potentially removes the consent of both parties.

Consultation Question 5:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There will be a temptation for a different person to attend the interview than the one who posted the intention. There are already issues with marriages
which are committed to obtain residency or bigamously this is going to make it easier.

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

This should be a minimum though there are circumstances when there may be a need to make it flexible eg in cases of terminal illness or sudden
deployment of the armed forces.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

These interviews should always be face to face though it may be necessary to extend the venues where they can be conducted.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

This is something that should be expressly excluded. If the organisation is promoting purposes that are unlawful or contrary to public policy or morality 
their members should not be able to officiate at any legal ceremony of any sort. To allow it will make marriages conducted by them a farce. However I am



concerned about how these exclusions will be identified and that they should not be used as a witch hunt for those who just disagree with the narrative.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

These officiants should not be able to charge unlimited fees. By doing so they will be encouraging those who can pay by tempting them to undertake
dubious marriages. People who want to flout the law in this way can be very persuasive and the promise of a high figure sum might well result in the
officiant being less cautious.

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Without this the whole marriage is undermined.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As long as this guidance includes the current legal safeguards. It should be made mandatory not just guidance

Consultation Question 37:

No

Please expand on your answer:



They must be accountable to a statutory body. Otherwise the organisation could simply ignore or even encourage this behaviour

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The responsibility for monitoring and authorising officiants needs to lie with the body reponsible for their conduct. It can't be left with organisations who
may not have the will or even expertise to investigate fully.

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Professional development is necessary to ensure standards are maintained.

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If there is no opportunity during the ceremony for people to express a reason why 2 people should not be married it is not enough that in the
'preliminaries' the parties have stated it. There have been plenty of bigamous, sham and other unlawful marriages in the past and this will be a recipe for
an increase. It also devalues the committment of marriage in the sight of the witnesses and the couple themselves. In addition it would appear that these
marriages could be conducted without the parties being physically present. This is totally unacceptable

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is possible for the parties to write their own marriage vows and that should be maintained. But there has to be a part of the ceremony where the
marriage itself is recognised as a solemn undertaking and should not be entered into with the idea that it is just a temporary committment. This is now
wording used by the officiant. It could be updated but must still contain the basic message. The ceremony must be conducted to uphold the dignity of the
marriage not just at the whim of the couple. Having themed weddings seriously undermines this.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No



Please expand on your answer:

If a couple wishes a religious service to be held after a civil ceremony they should be allowed to do so. There may be many reasons why a civil ceremony
is necessary. Although the number of authorised officiants has been widened there are still places where this cannot take place in a place of worship, at
the time. In addition some couples have a civil ceremony because of illness or other emergency and want a religious ceremony to seal their committment
to each other.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Weddings should always be public. They are a declaration of the committment of 2 people to each other. There are obviously constraints during the
pandemic but this should not distract from the issue. If they are not public there will be a responsibility especially for religious buildings to act as police
and this will cause a lot of heart ache. In addition I am sure the police have better things to do with their time and what will the penalty be?

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is totally unacceptable. All venues should be vetted for suitability, safety and above all appropriateness. There has to be a really robust system for
approving venues. While there are limitations on religious ceremonies not held in designated places of worship which should be investigated and
authorised (for example where churches do not have their own premises) it is not acceptable for there to be carte blanche on venues. This further erodes
the dignity of marriage.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Venues should be approved by a suitable body. If a particular venue has not been approved the officiant should apply for it to be recognised but it should
not be their responsiblity to actually approve it.

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Partly agree but there needs to be a robust definition of the terms and also that the location is already approved by the appropriate body. The officiant
will not have the expertise to decide.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

But not only must the terms be expressly defined but the officiants must have access to officials from the GRO in order to assess the location. There may
also be issues which have arisen since the location was first proposed such as access or damage.



Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This should only happen when an extremely high level of security can be guaranteed but it would need a robust form of verification and need to make
sure that the parties involved still have a face to face ceremony

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I agree in principal but the terminology is too vague, what is meant by 'dignity and solemnity of marriage' needs to be defined otherwise the officiant's
views could be completely different and contradict each other. In other words relativism.

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:



To say both parties can be married without attending the ceremony is unacceptable and borders on making the ceremony into a paper exercise. Marriage
is about commitment and not to attend unless in very exceptional circumstances send a very poor message about marriage is.

To say nothing at all at a marriage, again unless there are exceptional circumstances such as being unable to talk again treats the ceremony with
disrespect. A public declaration is needed if at the very least on a legal basis, but much more is portrayed in such a declaration.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Although I agree that personalising a wedding is important, this could be taken to extreme and should not be separated from our law and society. This
should just become a fantasy of the parties but should be embedded with the seriousness of such commitment.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Why would this be considered, this is not well thought out. Forced marriages maybe rare in our society but they can still occur and this suggestion is
'open season' for such alarming practices.

There is also the dual parts of marriage, it is a private affair but this must be coupled with the public nature declared within a marriage ceremony.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Please see below.

Please share your views below:

There should be a flexibility to where a wedding should be held but this need to be coupled with the seriousness of the ceremony. In the 'air' for example
suggests a theme park fantasy world undermining the sanctity of why marriage is about.

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Again too vague, what is classed as safe and dignified. This can mean different things to different officiants especially the word 'dignified'.

If the General Register Office is to provide guidance in these proposals, clear terms and safeguards need to be proposed or suggested. If the guidance is
too vague it will become obsolete as officiants will interpret what they or the couples want them to interpret.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:
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Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Happily married for 49 years

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It provides a connection with the local community. Marriage should not be just between the individuals involved.

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

fourteen days

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Both should attend

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Some churches do not have permanent premises and may normally meet in schools, community centres etc. Thus they rely on registration officers to
conduct their weddings as the buildings are not registered for such ceremonies.

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

The assessment is too subjective. Because popular culture is increasingly out of step with faithful biblical teaching on marriage and sexual ethics, we
could see unpopular but perfectly legal views acting against the appointment of prospective nominating officiants.
Objective criteria would include policies of a discriminatory nature, intention to commit illegal acts including terrorism etc.



Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Celebrants are either trained registrars or religious representatives who are likely to have strong views on marriage. Under this proposal some aspects of
marriage at least may be regarded with less seriousness (as have some past marriages that have not so far been legal). I note that officiants will be
expected to give due dignity to such occasions, but the pressure from those paying for such ceremonial services may well be persuaded to extend the
line.

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I agree with 1(a) but not with 1(b) that the issue of the impediment be removed from the ceremony itself. I regard marriage of high importance, and thus
so is divorce, so I do not believe this can be trivialised.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I believe there should be prescribed words to make clear the importance and permanence of what is being entered into.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

I cannot see the reasoning for this.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage should be a public act, witnessed by the community. It should not be in secret, or semi secret.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:



No

Please expand on your answer:

outdoors,, on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

These are taking place in my Church but I have not attended any.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Stability is important for marriage.

Consultation Question 5:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If they can attend at a later date, why not at the beginning?

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

Three weeks has been used and proven over centuries.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Remote interviews are less secure.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

If one of the couple is resident in England and Wales then notice should be given there.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As long as online notice is not the only one.

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As long as substitute officiant is approved.

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As long as substitute is approved.

Please share your views below:

Can't think of any other reasons.

Consultation Question 13:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Local arrangements differ.

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Probably no longer applicable.

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Seems sensible as the couple will probably be known there.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Marriage is such an important commitment that scrutiny is necessary.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes, because of the seriousness of the commitment.

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Anglican preliminaries have always been satisfactory.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

No

Please expand on your answer:

'Non-religious belief organisation' is too vague. They should be clearly defined and approved organisations.



Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Who decides whether an organisation can be defined as a 'religion'?

Please share your views below:

Any organisation that does not have a system of belief based on the worship of, and obedience to, a benevolent and creative supreme being should not
be called a religion.

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is open to too many diverse groups with extreme ideologies.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Some religions promote conscientious objection to being involved in certain 'lawful' practices such as abortion or same-sex marriage. Would this exclude
them from nominating wedding officiants?

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

If nominated by office it should be quite clear that the office is a recognised leadership role in the organisation.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Names of officiants should be in the public domain and be open to challenge.

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Charges should be fixed and reasonable.



Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I found it very hard to understand this question. I don't agree with the same person being able to officiate at religious and non-religious ceremonies.

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The primary responsibility lies with the organisation, but anyone should be able to make a legitimate challenge regarding an officiant.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Anyone should be able to make a complaint to the GRO if dis-satisfied with a particular officiant.

Consultation Question 40:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Authorisation should be renewed every 5years, due to changes in leadership etc.

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It would seem sensible to repeat the affirmation of there being no impediment to the marriage, as circumstances change.

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



As long as the officiant is approved using the criteria in my previous answers!

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Religion is not an optional 'add-on'. Either a wedding ceremony is a religious service or a civil contract. It cannot be both.

Please share your views below:

N/A

Consultation Question 46:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Shouldn't need both.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Weddings are an integral part of our society, existing for the well-being of the couple, their children and the whole community. It is a public act of witness.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The place should be appropriate for the dignity and solemnity of the serious commitment being made.

Please share your views below:

The place should be fitting to the occasion (see previous answer) and accessible to family, friends and members of the community.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is NOT a private affair, and its solemnisation should take place where it can be witnessed by anyone.

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It would just give rise to confusion.

Consultation Question 51:

No



Please expand on your answer:

There ought to be some boundaries stipulated.

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

And within the boundaries specified.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Not just advice, legal requirement to approve an appropriate venue.

Consultation Question 53:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Pre-approval should be mandatory.

Please share your views below:

Venues should apply for registration from the GRO. A committee of officiants from all groups could then decide on suitability.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The social background of the parties is relevant as the ceremony is a community event.

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

An actual Marriage Certificate is an important part of the process, but I have no objection to an electronic record as well.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

All of the above are indications that the marriage is not being given the serious consideration and public attention that it deserves. It should not be
trivialised, or essential elements omitted.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

In some religions non-consummation is grounds for annulment.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The marriage vows are so important that all stages should be done in person. Any remote procedure is open to abuse.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A. I do not agree with emergency provisions.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



N/A. Do not agree with remote provisions.

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As long as the venue is authorised.

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As long as the venue is sufficiently dignified and authorised.

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Large vessels have on board facilities for meetings etc. Again these would have to be deemed suitable for weddings.

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is far too imprecise and without proper safeguards.

Consultation Question 72:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This implies that a ship may employ any number of officiants, which may well degrade the role.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Many ships have a Chaplain so it is possible that they might officiate at a wedding.

Consultation Question 74:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The couple need to have some time limit otherwise it will get forgotten.

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

If this is optional process, and a fee is charged, the costs involved may well deter people from seeking pre-approval of a wedding location.

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

My opinion is purely anecdotal. I think that making things easier and less regulated only leads to a debasement and devaluing of the process concerned.
Free access to treasure means plundering and destruction. Please keep marriage secure and protected.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

If something is really desirable the cost of it becomes a priority. 'You get what you pay for.'

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



I think that your proposals simply pander to the current 'celebrity' culture, with people wanting to make a statement about themselves, put on a
spectacular show or parade their wealth and opinions. In my experience the cost of a wedding has never deterred couples who sincerely want to make
the commitment to each other.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

I really have no experience of businesses who provide wedding venues. Are their interests actually important when trying to establish sound principles on
which to build strong and lasting marriages?

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please see my previous answer. Businesses should adapt to GRO and not the other way around.

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Sorry, no knowledge about this.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No relevant information.

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No comment.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No comment.

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No information.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No comment.

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

Greater costs may be incurred, but those wishing to get married will prioritise the actual marriage ceremony and be prepared to make sacrifices to pay
for it.
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:



No

Please expand on your answer:

The local in which you reside is an important part of making ones attention know in particular in the district in which we are known. This has been true for
centuries in the UK and I see no reason for this to change. The only exception to this rule would be those who are in special extended care that is not
available in their local area.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This appears to be reasonable

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

This should be a reasonable amount of time for considerable decision such as marriage.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

All interviews should be done locally and not via digital media.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Yes as long as they are able to attend within a reasonable time in person before the notice period has expired.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

THIS SEEMS REASONABLE

Consultation Question 10:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I have no opinion on this

Consultation Question 11:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Again I have no opinion at present as to whether such detail is necessary.

Consultation Question 12:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I am not sure people would be inclined to consider an alternative and as such should not be pressured to do so unless that situation occurs.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Other



Please expand on your answer:

I am not sure what this means.

Consultation Question 14:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I am not sure what this means.

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

This seems to be reasonable and would agree.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

I agree with both parts of this questions.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

This seems reasonable.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

This seems reasonable and need not be changed.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is important for the stability of the wedding institution .

Consultation Question 20:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

neither agree not disagree.

Consultation Question 21:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

neither agree not disagree.

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This appears reasonable.



Consultation Question 23:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I am not sure non-religious organizations should be given such authority .

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I do believe secular beliefs should account for what they believe and why.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Again I would need to see what made a non religious organization credible for holding sincere beliefs on marriage.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Public policy and I suppose secular beliefs of morality could be held in conflict with traditional Christian beliefs. So Christian groups could find themselves
excluded by the standards of public policy and morality. Therefore I foresee a rocky road ahead if I agree with the above statement.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

This seems reasonable.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Again this is reasonable.

Consultation Question 29:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I am not sure what independent would mean. If they are not attached to a recognized institution then I am not sure why they should be allowed.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

responsibility must be with the organization.

Consultation Question 31:

No

Please expand on your answer:

For what I assume you mean by independent I see no reason why such a person should be allowed to take on such a role fit or otherwise.

Consultation Question 32:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There are too many people already profiting from weddings and I see no reason why we should allow any others to do so if it can be restricted by law.

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

They should not have the position to do so in the first place as in my prior answers

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There should be only one organization that authorizes a person as an officiant.

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I strongly agree. But I must ask if dignity and solemnity is only to be judge by the individual or by some other standard that transcends the induvial and
governs it.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I agree.

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I strongly agree.

Consultation Question 38:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

If fit and proper standard can exclude persons with sincerely held religious beliefs then I would not be in support of such exclusions.

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If such independents are allowed to officiate then they will certainly need an organization to oversee them.

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This seems reasonable.

Consultation Question 41:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This could be helpful.

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I believe that this will trivialize marriage to point of making it a personal commitment that will detach it from the legal requirements and thus make it a
personal affair.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There are many ways in which couples can make personal commitments to each other without the necessity to trivialize the formality of the traditional
wedding. So I would be strongly opposed to parties and officiant taking it upon themselves to determine what a ceremony should be.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Though I would also stress these types of ceremonies will be under threat if legal formalities are removed from ceremonies in general.

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

The reading a scripture could be an appropriate act in a civil ceremony.

Consultation Question 46:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I have no view on this.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriages have for a long time been a part of public life and should remain so.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I would welcome an extension to the number of venues that are able to hold ceremonies but I would not want to see this permitted in any kind of venue
that would not be able to reflect the solemnity of marriage, like holding it in a swimming pool or an airplane.

on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or



Please share your views below:

I believe that venues should be able to reflect the solemnity of marriage.

Consultation Question 49:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I have no issues with this.

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Provision for a religious wedding has already been made and need not be side stepped for customer convenience.

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This seems reasonable.

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This seems reasonable and consistent.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This seems reasonable and consistent.

Consultation Question 53:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Probably not a necessary process.

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Other



Please expand on your answer:

This seems reasonable as look as those intended to marry still appear before the registrar.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Witnesses must be present.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I have no opinion on this.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

cohabiting is not marriage.

Consultation Question 60:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

It maybe worth revisiting the time period of nullifying a marriage in case of special circumstances like the reduced life expectancy of a claimant.

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

no opinion on this.



Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

this seems reasonable.

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

this seems reasonable.

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

In light of current circumstances (covid) this is reasonable.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

this is fair.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

As long as the venue can retain the solemnity of the marriage ceremony.

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Only if the ship can retain the solemnity of the ceremony.

Consultation Question 71:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I am not sure how the officiant can be verified if they are not required to give their name.

Consultation Question 72:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Independent officiants should not be included.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

I am not aware of any such demand.

Consultation Question 74:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I have no opinion.

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This should be means tested.

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

as above (q75)

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Other

Please expand on your answer:



or possible on the basis of means tested as the housebound person has limited options.

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

possibly no fee if their means fall below a certain fresh hold.

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

The law has the right balance that gives the widest opportunity for people to express their commitment to each other.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:
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Personal response
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What is your email address?
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

I am not in favour of remote interviews, rather in-person interviews under all circumstances.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

In the unlikely event of a church injured by war damage.

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Yes.

Consultation Question 16:



Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There should be limits on the fees they can charge.

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Absolutely. Officiants should have a responsibility to maintain the current solemnity of the content of the marriage ceremony, which should be provided
by the Office.

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The Office should also be responsible in acting on feedback from the organisation.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The first proposal suggests that there should not be a requirement to express that there is no impediment to marry. The marriage ceremony is a public
declaration and in order for it to remain as such, signing a schedule and the marriage taking place at that point (Proposal 4) seems inadequate. Moreover,
there is no mention of the marriage vows alongside the given consent. Removing the legal solemn vows will water down the seriousness of the lifelong
commitment being made. It is clear how crucial marriage is for society, so the ceremony needs to remain public.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The marriage ceremony is a serious one and should remain so. Themed unofficial ceremonies bring it into disrepute. It should not be based on the whims
and choice of two individuals, but on the solemnity of making vows to each other, keeping in mind the affect of the commitment on any children.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage has public significance and therefore should remain a public event.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No



Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

In some cases, it might be fitting to offer a wider variety of venues, however seeing the following suggestions below, it is ridiculous to suggest that a
couple can be married in the air. The decision to marry should not be taken lightly, and with ease of venues there might be an increasing lack of
seriousness to what everyone getting marries, is hoping for: - a lifelong commitment to another. If this proposal means my children could go to Burger
King or Subway to get married, then I am not in favour. It makes a mockery of a most serious ceremony. There is no dignity in this kind of marriage.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This should be determined by the Register Office.

Consultation Question 52:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It needs to be more than just safe and dignified. The current marriage ceremony is not just about safety and dignity. This is just missing the point.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The terms safe and dignified need to be more fully defined.

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The document should be signed at the wedding.

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

However, it would be helpful to have it in both English and Welsh if they were Welsh, as it might be required as a supportive document in the future
somewhere other than in Wales.



Consultation Question 56:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Online does not necessarily offer a higher level of security.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Married legally

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not applicable

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

No barriers

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:



Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

There should be commitment to some location so that registrar has personal knowledge of the couple

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

2 months unless special circumstances ( eg terminally ill)

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Definitely not too easy to fake and does not show commitment which is required if marrying

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Need to be clear and strong reasons not at a whim

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Retain present arrangements

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There needs to be a high common standard of regulation. There are numerous religious organisations with questionable commitment to regulations

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

No



Please expand on your answer:

see above answer

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

definitely

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

as above this sort of provision will be impossible to properly regulate in practice without considerableresourses and political will which in practice will be
unlikely

Consultation Question 28:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Should be a limit

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If contrary to my view other persons are allowed to conduct all the legal ceremony and requirements it becomes extremely important to clearly and
tightly define "dignity and solemnity"
I am aware of " weddings" so called that have been with the emphasis on show and superficiality

Consultation Question 36:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not practical way to maintain standards

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Will need adequate resources and commitment

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There should be a common core statement of commitments from all who wish to be married in this country which must reflect the duties that couples
are undertaking to each other and society. this last year has shown that we all have responsibilites which if ignored can have serious consequences on
others. For example failure to care for children impacts on the rest of us.
The ceremony should include the couple saying words in front of the public to reinforce the relationship to society. (This should be no different to making
adeclaration/oath before a court or tribunal).

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See above.
There is sufficient leeway in present words there needs to be a common standard of dignity which unless defined will undermine marriage further

Consultation Question 44:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Will result in confusion

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

For reasons previously mentioned this would undermine the essential relationship that couples marrying should have with society and society 's
commitment to support them.
Without this it would support the insidious tendency to regard as purely a private arrangement which undermines community and our society

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Need to be dignified and reinforce the solemnity of the undertaking. There will be increasing pressure to accept evermore outlandish locations which
would overtake the main purpose of the ceremony

on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As above the ceremony should not be regarded as a private event

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Should be the Registrar to maintain standards and consistency

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Dignified will need clear definition

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Registrar by application from venue

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

No

Please expand on your answer:

hard documentation safer and has more solemnity

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Possibly provide waiver but only if clear mistake

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

No



Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUWW-1

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-31 17:08:47

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Many churches do not have an authorised person and rely on civil registry officers to enable marriages to take place. My church is small and so only has
weddings infrequently, we do not have a minister and are not familiar with the legalities around officiating at a marriage and therefore would not be able
to hold one if we were unable to use the services of a civil registrar

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

No

Please expand on your answer:

They may not have the necessary knowledge to carry this out

Consultation Question 23:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Small churches may not have the necessary people willing or able to do this

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

'Purposes that are unlawful or contrary to public policy or morality is too subjective a sentence. The test should be based on a more objective assessment

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

At present only highly trained registrars or religious representatives who are likely to have strongly held belief on marriage can officiate. Allowing
independent officiants may open the door to those who do not hold marriage in such high regard

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is founded on solemn promises made between two parties. Under these proposals it would be possible to have a legally recognised wedding in
which no words were said between the couple, let alone promises of any kind.
The commitment made in marriage must be taken very seriously and without the prescribed words it would be mush easier to treat the ceremony
casually/

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is important that a legal wedding ceremony reflects the seriousness of the
commitment the parties are making than that it is personalised to the couple.
Non-legally binding ceremonies can already be as personalised as people want. These have included ceremonies underwater, in a sadomasochism
dungeon, at a comic book convention with a couple dressed as fictional characters etc. Personalisation will damage
the dignity of the wedding ceremony.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Open door requirements show that marriage is important to society as a whole . Ensuring that weddings are open to any member of the public, rather
than just those invited, is a way of protecting against forced marriage and bigamy, for example.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No



Please expand on your answer:

There is a danger is that removing the restrictions opens the door to inappropriate venues being used. It is unclear what safeguards will prevent
unsuitable venues being
used so I am concerned as to how the dignity of such ceremonies will be guaranteed?
The consultation states that venues would need to be ‘dignified’ and ‘safe’, but lacks precision on what this means or how it will be tested. Venues must
not detract from the solemn occasion of the wedding. Unofficial weddings have been conducted
underwater, in a sadomasochism dungeon, at a comic book convention with a couple dressed as fictional characters etc . Such settings clearly trivialise
marriage. and the law must not allow such venues to host legally binding ceremonies.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUW8-2

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-31 17:13:34

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::
United Kingdom

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

as a vicar they have been stressful to organise but rather lovely on the day devoid of much of the hype of the 'big church wedding'

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

long enough for meaningful checks to be carried out when and where necessary; if the notice period does not provide enough time for those checks to be
carried out why have the notice period at all and possibly even why have the in-person interview at all?

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

so long as reasonable care is taken to verify the identity of the person in the remote meeting

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

that should be acceptable

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I suspect this is for non church weddings about which i know very little
I don't really understand why an officiant has to be named on the schedule??

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

don't really understand the reason for changing this, so no view

Consultation Question 14:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

I think that banns have passed their sell-by date for Anglican weddings and would remove them wholesale from the legislative process (and leave the
General Synod to decide whether they have to remain for us poor clergy to manage for the sake of 'tradition')

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

I think clergy should be held accountable for doing all things reasonable to ensure that marriages they conduct are between the two people named on
the documents and that it is entered freely. I'd rather have that than to be told what to do and how to do it.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

se above, answer 16

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:

Banns are anachronistic

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Allow churches to continue to make use of civil registrars ... why limit it.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

This leaves me feeling uncomfortable. I get that this is the most radical overhaul of weddings legislation for years and we have to second guess what the
issues are going to be in a decade or so's time. Does the phrase "promotes purposes that are unlawful or contrary to public policy or morality" have any
current standing in law?

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

I can't find a suitable place to make this comment: where is the protection for couples to decline a registrar from a religious organisation or non-religious
belief organisation it disagrees with, if / when the law allows for registration officers to be changed when needed according a previous question.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

So long as independent officiants are
1. monitored and regulated by GRO in the same way that I am as a vicar by C of E.
2. precluded from using language / texts / references / etc that embodies / proclaims / declares the beliefs / tradition / history / faith of registered
religious and non-religious organisations
3. required (and monitored to ensure compliance) to uphold an understanding of marriage that does not promote purposes that are unlawful or contrary
to public policy or morality.

Consultation Question 30:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

And that Independent Officiants are similarly declared by the GRO

Consultation Question 31:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Some legal body must surely be their equivalent of OFSTED / CQC and who better than the GRO

Consultation Question 32:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Why only those working from religious and non-religious organisations. Surely, if Independent Officiants are to be authorised, could we not require them
to work within a organisation that is community / charity / third sector focussed ..

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See above



Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Who will check on independent officiants?

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

What about self-nominating independents?

Consultation Question 38:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Again, what happens when there is 'no body' which can 'fail to act'?

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Fair enough ! But I'm not going back to change all my answers !

Consultation Question 40:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I think a regular time limit would be better ... 7 years?

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Presumably, as above, the GRO will monitor that?

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I would be sorry for Anglican services to allowed to veer away from including the Prescribed Words, but I can see that we need to be more flexible for
other faiths / organisations. However, I would also not want this debate to be determined by the C of E.

Consultation Question 43:



No

Please expand on your answer:

See above - without wanting to stifle creativity and flexibility, the form and ceremony of C of E service should remain prescribed by law whilst allowing for
shift for others.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If couples want something civil, then it should be devoid of religious content. There should be a clear expectation of religious language for religious
services and civil language for civil ceremonies. Perhaps allowing religious registrars to take weddings at non religious venues might help with this one.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The open door is a symbol of the fact that the wedding, though personal, is not private and that it has its place firmly rooted within society.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There must be absolute certainty, in law, about which country's jurisdiction any wedding takes place: thus the bounds of having weddings at sea, in the
air, under water, etc, etc are questionable

outdoors,, on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,

Please share your views below:

private homes only in exceptional circumstances for the reasons given above

Consultation Question 49:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I am happy with this being one of the distinctions that creates choice for couples

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



though I concede that it will be a lot easier to legislate that organisations are responsible for determining who may take what type of wedding at their
venues

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

leaving it to one individual is not going to work - we'll soon all know round this city which officiant will conduct a wedding on the roundabout with great
views over the harbour and who won't - I hate to say it but I think there needs to be a local list, like grading historic buildings !

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

safe = do a risk assessment
dignified = how do you propose creating a process to declare a venue 'dignified'; it is such a subjective word

A copse in a local wood sounds and looks dignified, until you find out its the local dogging area !!

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Good luck with that one !

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Local registry office?

I need more time to think of how to make it work ... but off the top of my head,
1. all requested venues would be logged
2. a small group (similar to the Conservation Planning group that look over planning applications in conservation areas and advise the planning office) to
review and approve (or not) all venues
3. some or all approved venues would be invited to apply for pre-approval process

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

No

Please expand on your answer:

For Wales yes, but if England is offering Welsh language registration then why not Celtic, Urdu, etc etc

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Other



Please expand on your answer:

1 / 2 / 4 YES

3 ... if one of them is aware that the officiant is not authorised then surely that person is committing some offence ?? which would move me to think that
the marriage should be invalidated

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUWE-F

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-31 17:18:12

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Wesleyan Reform Union

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I was married in a Christian Church ceremony which was recognized by the law

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:



Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It seems an unnecessary requirement signifying very little

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

An excellent suggestion

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

There needs to be adequate time for this meeting to ensure that all is in order

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

In the case of Covid...yes, but otherwise in person ,
This is an important meeting

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Perfectly acceptable

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not sure about the phrase substitute officiant.
The officiant needs to be qualified

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Common sense

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:



Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not sure on this one

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Absolutely

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

I think they should be on line as well in a recognized way

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Call for documentary evidence...YES
Meet with couples. TOGETHER

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes. Both declarations are important

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Agreed

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Absolutely

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is rather woolly and is not specific enough. Marriage is meant to be dignified and solemn. This is important and cannot be sacrificed



Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes clear guidance that cannot be misunderstood

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage services have prescribed words which are significant.
This is a solemn step for a couple to take
The prescribed words are minimal and must be retained
There is a significant danger that some couples would mock the entire ceremony

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Absolutely not. That leaves couples the opportunity to choose a ridiculous theme eg Mickey Mouse
A wedding ceremony is serious and solemn and should have a clearly defined form

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Please share your views below:

At the couples request

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

We need to protect the publics right to see that everything is in order
It is a public ceremony and protects against forced marriages

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Couples need to choose a suitable place.
Caution needs to be exercised here Heaven forbid if they chose somewhere ridiculous like McDonald s
Safeguards need to be put in place
The whole suggestion needs be clarified

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Room for ridiculous venues to be accepted

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

There is no problem



Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Current law does not impede couples getting married

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YFBM-K

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-31 17:51:50

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Interested private individual.

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

This should enable unresolved issues to be clarified.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

In-person interviews for everyone should be the norm. This would possibly assist in preventing sham or forced marriages or those hurried without due
care and consideration..

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

With necessary safeguards this practice seems to be reasonable. I have no personal knowledge of this matter.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The public must know exactly where to find such information online and the practice, if implemented, should be widely advertised beforehand.

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The status and calibre of suitable officiants is an essential requirement.

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If suitably qualified.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

If a representative of the Church is going to perform the wedding all necessary supporting material should be checked. Failure to do so could result in
subsequent problems. Personal meetings with both wedding participants together, or separately, should be at the Church representative's discretion.
Some wedding candidates would be well known and other hardly known, if known at all.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:

The Church recognises the solemnity and significance of the wedding commitment and therefore for its own reputation to validate all necessary legal
preliminaries. Non-church weddings should also be preceded by civil preliminaries to meet legal requirements and for safeguarding appropriate
necessities.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A maximum amount to be charged for officiating by an independent officiant should be publicly made available. The financial sum needs regular
reviewing.

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is an essential expectation and nothing should be introduced to minimise this responsibility.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is essential so that all officiants are well-prepared to fulfil the expectations socially, legally and religiously.



Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The couple should be present in person at the wedding ceremony to publicly confirm and consent to being married to each other.

Consultation Question 43:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Guidelines need to be produced as to acceptable and expected ceremony forms. There is a legal and social expectation.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No



Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Weddings should involve a serious and solemn commitment and a suitable and legally recognised place should be identified and utilised. A list of
prescribed local venues should be made available for public use.

outdoors,, on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

Venues such as the above suggestions devalue the seriousness and solemnity of such an important legal and social contract.

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

No

Not Answered

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

A list of recognised and approved venues should be available for the officiant and other interested parties to refer.

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

These are totally unacceptable geographical locations for such a solemn and serious commitment which requires legal expectations.

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YFXM-9

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-31 17:51:55

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

N/A

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

No. This is an important component in safeguarding against sham or forced marriages.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:

All weddings should include the minimum legal wording to enable the couple to publicly declare their commitment to each other

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I agree with 1). Cannot agree with 2) without knowledge of what "non-religious belief organisations" might be being refered to.

Consultation Question 24:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Examples ??????????

Please share your views below:

Sounds like we're trying to make life too complicated here!

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But tighter definitions needed here i think.



Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Should definately be excluded if promoting unlawful purposes. Who would determine "public policy" or "morality"?

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

No

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

What qualifications would be required?

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Should also be monitored by the General Register Office

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is a far too loose format for a wedding ceremony and detracts from the solemnity of the commitments being made. To enable couples to say more
or less anything they want as a ceremony of marriage completely devalues the institution of marriage itself. Marriage is the making of a lifetime
commitment to each other and the ceremony itself needs to reflect that.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Comments as per Question 42. The whole purpose of the current legally required ceremonial wordings is to reflect the seriousness of the commitment
being made both legally and morally.

Consultation Question 44:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

No

Please expand on your answer:

You cannot have it both ways. Either you believe in the validity of a religious commitment or you don't.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No



Please expand on your answer:

The "open doors" requirement helps convey the public nature of wedding declarations. This requirement was introduced hundreds of years ago as a
protection against forced marriage, a problem which still exists in our society. Removing this requirement encourages a false perception that marriage is
a private matter without any public significance.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Again this potentially devalues the seriousness of the commitment being made by the parties to a marriage. So, some limitations are needed. A wedding
is much more than just a "fun day out".

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As per previous comments

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As previously commented, suitable locations should be prescribed.

Consultation Question 52:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This would be wide open to interpretation

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Again, far too loose and open to interpretation

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

No



Please expand on your answer:

This detail should not be optional

Consultation Question 55:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YFMW-8

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-31 17:56:54

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

N/A

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

N/A

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Single

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Consultation Question 2:



Please share your views below:

N/A

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

N/A

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Perhaps the time frame for those that would like to marry in a registration district should be longer.

Consultation Question 5:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Book an appointment online by all means but no to starting the notice period from the online submission date.

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

Three weeks banns are called out in churches, so perhaps that wold be a suitable time frame as marriages should be able to stand the test of time.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Remote meetings should be limited to extraordinary circumstances such as Coronavirus Pandemic. You can tell more about a person's body language in
person.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Let the world know of their love for one another.

Consultation Question 9:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Do both, online and on the notice board.

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

No



Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

If named on the notice of marriage.

Consultation Question 13:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Are we a United Kingdom or not? That will answer this question!

Consultation Question 14:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

The banns or notice of marriage should be publicised in joint partnership with the local Registration Office as not everyone attends a place or the same
place of worship.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes, by all means they should have the powers to request requirements are met if they are to be married in their place of worship.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

They aren't one yet, so both should make separate declarations.

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

This process should be done in joint partnership with the local Registration Office.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Officiant should attend if requested by either the place of worship or the local Registration Office.

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As long as there are at least two impartial witnesses then yes.

Consultation Question 22:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Weddings are to be conducted by an officiate from either the local Registration Office or the couple's place of worship.

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

One must be either married at the local Registration Office or an official place of worship.

Please share your views below:

No non-religious organisations other than the local Registration Office should be added to the list.

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

One must be either married at the local Registration Office or an official place of worship.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Should there be a qualification to ensure standards if there isn't one already for Registration Office or an official place of worship?

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

It should only ever be individuals named officiates from either Registration Office or an official place of worship.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

one must be married either by the local Registration Office or an official place of worship.

Consultation Question 30:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This should done in partnership with Registration Office and the official recognised religions.

Consultation Question 31:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No to independent officiants



Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The making of profits should no be in any religions organisation, so an acceptable fee should be charged set by government.

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There shouldn't be independent officiants in the first place.

Consultation Question 34:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

May there be a definition of what is meant by ‘dignity’ and ‘solemnity' of marriage put into law, so that we are all singing from the same hymn sheet?

Consultation Question 36:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Is that not a part of the qualification training to be an officiant?

Consultation Question 37:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This should be done in joint partnership with the Registration Office and the religious organisation.

Consultation Question 38:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This should be done in joint partnership with the Registration Office and the religious organisation.

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There shouldn't be independent officiants.

Consultation Question 40:

No

Please expand on your answer:

SIA licences must be renewed every three years and refresher training courses could be invaluable. Renew every ten years?

Consultation Question 41:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is important to have set legally bounding phase to express each other's commitment to be bound to each other in a loving committed union of married
and declare that they freely consent to this union.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There may be flexibility around the set legally bounding phase that there should be in any and all marry ceremonies.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Prayer and a basic blessing of the union being formed should be at least permitted, if religious content is to be permitted in civil wedding ceremonies.

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If the couple wants a religious wedding service after and not a part of their civil wedding ceremony they will of course require a marriage certificate.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

One, marriage is a public declaration of the couple's love for one another, so anyone should be able to witness any marriage taking place. Two, the
requirement was introduced hundreds of years ago to help to protection against forced marriage, which is still an ongoing problem in society and around
the world, so lets continue to lead by example.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Wedding ceremonies should only be conducted in a Registration Office or an official place of worship with an open door policy to allow any to witness the
wedding taking place.

Please share your views below:

The wedding party can be anywhere but wedding ceremonies must only be conducted in a Registration Office or an official place of worship with an open
door policy to allow any to witness the wedding taking place.

Consultation Question 49:



No

Please expand on your answer:

It is vital that public are able and permitted to attend any wedding ceremony help protect against forced marriages, inappropriate or illegal marriages
from happening.

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

No

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Religions organisations need to be able to protect their religious principles in carrying out wedding ceremonies.

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Locations for wedding ceremonies must be registered with The General Register Office, to assist with save weddings ceremonies and public access to
them.

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

To some degree yes, religions organisations need to be able to protect their religious principles in carrying out wedding ceremonies, but all locations for
wedding ceremonies should be registered with The General Register Office.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Advise should not be needed if all wedding ceremonies are to be conducted in either a Registration Office or an official place of worship.

Consultation Question 53:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This surely is not needed if all wedding ceremonies are to be conducted in either a Registration Office or an official place of worship.

Please share your views below:

N/A

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This would assist with family tree research specially Heir Hunters.

Consultation Question 55:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If there is a general requirement for bi-lingual that area then both languages should be use.



Consultation Question 56:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Paper documents preserve the longest, so paper copies should be continued to be used even if it is a condensed version.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

All seems reasonable but point 4 needs better explaining!

No

Please expand on your answer:

These are legal documents/licences so errors must not be accepted and witnesses must be presence as weddings are a public declaration of their love
and committee to one another.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, apart from point 1bii, as same-sex marriages should not be expected to be conducted in places of religious worship and therefore should not be
punished for not allowing such weddings.

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No objections!

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

if there is no marriage licence, you are not married!

Consultation Question 60:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriages should no be nullified on petition of lack of consent if it cannot be provided.

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No objects!

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

We need to put a stop to detainees in prisons being permitted to get married, as that is liberties being taken to far!



Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Would you please make it possible to conduct the necessary interview in Hospital?

Consultation Question 64:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Don't fix what isn't broken!

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

A reasonable proposal.

Consultation Question 66:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, but not for detainees in prison.

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is unwise and should not be permitted as this part of the marriage process needs to be in-person with the open door policy in place and never
remotely/online!

No

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Only during that National Emergency though!

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If being married by the Commanding Officer of a British vessel.

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Ok!

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:



Royal Navy

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

They should be able obtain the Commanding Officer's name of the vessel that they intend to be married on, so this information of who the officiant
should be included.

Consultation Question 72:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Only the Commanding Officer should have such right to be the officiant onboard ship!

No

Please expand on your answer:

No, as they act on behalf of the Registration Office of that vessel's home port.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Only the Commanding Officer should have such right to be the officiant onboard ship, who acts on behalf of the Registration Office of that vessel's home
port.

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

The same privileges and conditions that apply to civil weddings at the Registration Office should be upheld onboard ship, such as prayer and basic
blessing of the union.

Consultation Question 74:

No

Please expand on your answer:

90 days maximum would be reasonable time frame.

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Double this fee for Detainees in prison!

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Separate additional fee is the best way to go about applying such a fee.

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Reasonable requirement.



Consultation Question 78:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Charge an above cost fee!

Consultation Question 79:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Charge an above cost fee!

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

As it is a discretionary service charge an above cost fee!

Consultation Question 82:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

One shouldn't be permitted to get married at home, a hospital would be understandable!

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Neither, as it should be at cost at least!

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Cover your costs!

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

There seems to be a lack of incentive to tie the knot and be married, perhaps the government should consider increasing the Marriage Tax Allowance?

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

N/A

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



N/A

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

N/A

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Allowing unapproved wedding ceremony locations is dangerous and may cause an upraise in forced marriages, inappropriate and illegal marriages!

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

N/A

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

N/A

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

N/A

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

N/A

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

N/A

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

N/A

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

N/A
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No

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:



Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

For the sake of any children, a strong marriage is highly desirable.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

Because it has very long-term effects upon them and particularly any children, it is wise to have plenty of time to decide.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

There is a great difference between remote and personal meetings, particularly for important matters

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

It helps to make it a considered event

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

If people want an Anglican wedding, why change the rules?

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

They would be lost elsewhere

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

They are responsible people, and finance can often be important in weddings.

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

They are trained to a known standard

Consultation Question 23:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not all religious organisations are necessarily responsible.

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This definition does not necessarily define a responsible organisation, and might include some very doubtful ones.



Please share your views below:

Too difficult to define

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No need and opens the door to many doubtful people.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

The law has to rule, so any organisation has to be law abiding if it is to carry out a legal duty.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

This opens it too far. A person needs to be personally considered fit to carry out such an important duty.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There must be a list of all who can legally carry out the duty.

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Each official needs to be personally checked as suitable.

Consultation Question 30:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Government must ensure a universal standard.

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Business necessities could over rule the public interest

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It should not be a business, which could distort the need for a couple to be serious in their intent.

Consultation Question 34:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Young people must understand the purpose of marriage as the basis of a family, and that the children have a right to a stable home , if possible with two
parents who will be different from one another and therefore provide a broader u-bringing

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But that should in no way reduce the responsibility of the Registrar

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But the Registrar should not have to wait

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Absolutely!

Consultation Question 40:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It might be good for authorisations to last only a certain time, say 5 years, before re-examination to ensure that standards have been kept.

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

However, what does CPD mean in this case?

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Provided that this is not until after the ceremony

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:



There needs to be a standard set by the government, so that marriage maintains a certain standard

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Unclear what is meant

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There does not appear to be any reason for this proposal

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The importance to society at large of the starting of a family unit is of the utmost importance to society, so it is difficult to see any reason for this proposal

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The surroundings need to maintain that this is a serious commitment, of great importance to the later lives of the participants.

Please share your views below:

There appears no need to limit so generally. The ceremony needs to be dignified, but that can be achieved anywhere.

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Why not?

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

This question is too complicated for certain clarity to a non-lawyer.

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:



This depends upon the restrictions on the officiant, ensuring that s/he is a responsible person

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Registrar

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The requirements exist for a reason. It could be allowable if ordered by a judge, but not in general, otherwise the requirement is likely to fall away in due
course.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Obviously necessary.

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If the couple had not intended to marry, they should not have gone through the ceremony



No

Please expand on your answer:

They clearly intended to live like a married couple, so that is a greater commitment than a quick ceremony.

Consultation Question 60:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This requires experience of such cases, which I lack

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Such pretence could seriously damage the couple, who should not be made to suffer for something that was not their fault.

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

I have no experience

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

No experience

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

1. Yes
2, 3 & 4. No. There would be no ceremony

No

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Difficulty of definition

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Unnecessary and likely to lead to a loss of formality as is required by the importance of the ceremony

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See above

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

No necessity

Consultation Question 71:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Though preferably not allowed

Consultation Question 72:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See above

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If permitted, which would be unfortunate as it would be likely often to lead to reduction in the seriousness of the occasion

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Do not know, but there will be, if it can be made profitable

Consultation Question 74:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There are good international mail services.

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:



(1) the same fee as other cases in which the registration officer must travel to the person giving notice, set nationally on a cost-recovery basis; or

Please expand on your answer:

Open to misuse, and not a sum large enough to make a great difference to most people.

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

What if the "terminally ill" does not die?

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

1. Not in my experience. It is the non-legal costs of food and wine that are so expensive.

2. It might lead to more marriages, but to a great increase in subsequent failures. The effect upon any children should be paramount

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

It is generally the partying that is costly.



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Tradition is very important in the eyes of most brides, without enough consideration of expense. Therefore there are few advantages in reducing the cost
of weddings, when the ceremony is normally a quite small part of the total cost. Therefore these items should not be altered for the relatively small
savings achieved.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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About you
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Name:
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Enter the name of your organisation:
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Personal response
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I am unmarried.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:



Agree point 1. Point 2 is puzzling. In my experience (I am chorister and deputy organist at my parish church) I believe that clergy generally meet the
couple together. I am not sure why they should be REQUIRED to meet the parties separately, but no doubt there is some reason for this suggestion.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Seems reasonable.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

I see no problem with the status quo.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

In many cases a church relies on having a registration officer present if there is no authorised person available from the church. This should continue,
otherwise a couple might have to have a civil ceremony as well as a religious service. Plenty of churches may conduct weddings with a registration officer
present (some will be churches without dedicated ministers, and where weddings may be infrequent). If the registration officer is not present the church
may have difficulty in dealing with unfamiliar legal matters.

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This seems sensible.

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:



Please share your views below:

"Contrary to public policy or morality" could be very subject. Public opinion changes, sometimes very rapidly. Suggest deleting the last seven words. The
criteria must be objective, and must keep arrangements within, and supportive of, the law.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

At present, officiants are registrars or religious representatives and they are likely to regard marriage as a valuable state. Independent officiants may not
have equivalent training and may not hold the same beliefs. Independent officiants already conduct weddings which are not legally binding. This could
well undermine the seriousness of marriage.

Giving this power to independent officiants provides an opportunity to turn officiating into a commercial concern. Many independent officiants would
allow the couple great great freedom as to what they include in the ceremony, which might be a further attack on the seriousness and dignity of
marriage, which after all is a major event in anyone's life.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Weddings are important and should be conducted properly.

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

An officiant carries responsibility and should certainly be suitable and trained.

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

That seems obvious.

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



This is fine as far as it goes, but officiants should be responsible for ensuring that the whole ceremony upholds the "dignity and solemnity" of marriage.
"Dignity and solemnity" needs to be defined clearly as different people have different views as to wat it covers.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Seems sensible.

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This seems sensible.

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This seems sensible.

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It's important to keep the standard high.

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The "prescribed words" in the 1949 Marriage Act are the foundation of the declarations made at the ceremony. They should remain. Marriage is a serious
matter, a legal contract which affects not just the couple but their families, friends and the wider community. Marriage has a status which should not be
debased. Marriage has been defined legally and it is understood by society.

It should not be possible to be married while being absent from the ceremony (I am aware that many proxy marriages were conducted in historic times).
Signing a declaration is not enough. The declarations made by the couple must be made publicly.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A legally binding marriage ceremony needs to be taken seriously to reflect the depth of commitment made by the couple. Non-legally binding agreements
can be tailored to the couple's wishes, and some that have been held appear to be quite flippant, but a legal marriage ceremony is a public declaration
which concerns families, friends and the wider community.



Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This seems sensible.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Presumably the "religious service" would not be a wedding but perhaps a blessing of the newly-married couple. If the couple would like this, why should it
be forbidden?

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The open doors requirement was adopted centuries ago, partly to guard against forced marriage. Forced marriage and bigamy are still problems in our
society. The open doors make it clear that marriage is important to society as a whole. I have attended many wedding ceremonies when I knew at least
one of the couple and wanted to join in their big day, even if not as an invited guest. After any wedding in my parish church there may be a sizeable crowd
of people who want to see the happy couple and their attendants, and no doubt there will have been people at the ceremony who would not be going on
to the reception. Marriage is not a private party - that's the reception.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A wedding should be held in a venue which maintains the seriousness and dignity of the ceremony. A hamburger bar is fine for a children's party but
probably not for a wedding.

outdoors,, on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

A private home will probably not conform to the open door policy.

It might be difficult to ensure the seriousness and dignity of the ceremony in any outdoor setting. More precise definitions are needed. Marriage should
not be trivialised or debased.

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

How would locations be tested? There must be well-defined safeguards in place.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The guidance needs to be clear and objective.

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This seems sensible.

Please share your views below:
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Consultation Question 2:



Please share your views below:

My couples who always want a personal and meaningful ceremony which reflects them currently always have to have a separate legal ceremony which is
a cut and paste affair which allows some choice but no personalisation.

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Have not been able to conduct any Weddings during the pandemic as for much of the time celebrant led ceremonies were not allowed or were even
more restricted than legal ceremonies.

All of my ceremonies have postponed or cancelled with many people now waiting to see
when they are able to have gatherings in unlicensed venues (inside or outside)

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I am often conducting ceremonies for couples who are British but living abroad for a length of time or are one British and one from another country but
who are planning to get married in the UK and this can be an unnecessary complication.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Yes - with so much happening online with remote interviews I can see no reason why this shouldn't be possible.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Only if it is impossible for people from other countries who intend to marry here to give notice. If it cannot be opened wider then this can be helpful for
some couples and should be retained.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Providing there is a safe and secure option for couples when one of them has experienced abuse and may be vulnerable if traced in any way.

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Providing it is possible to undertake the process simply and easily. It would also be useful for there to be an option to extend in exceptional
circumstances (such as a pandemic) without additional / repeated costs.

Consultation Question 11:

Other



Please expand on your answer:

If this is a registrar it makes very little difference whether they are named or not as they don't meet the couples before anyway and therefore there is no
relationship built. If this refers to a celebrant then it could be useful but again don't see it as being essential.

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Depending on the reason why there needs to be a named officiant in the first place.

Please share your views below:

N/A

Consultation Question 13:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I have no view on Anglican weddings

Consultation Question 14:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I have no view on this

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

It would seem to make sense that Banns should all be published in the same way rather than in different places so if they are being shown online for
register office weddings then it should be the same for a church wedding

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

It would make sense for all officiants to be expected to carry out the same checks and to fulfill the same legal requirements unless an overarching body is
doing this centrally for all couples (ie register office does all checks and interviews regardless of the venue of the ceremony and the officiant

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Should be the same in any form of marriage (as above)

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:

but then I am not an Anglican. I feel that all faiths or non should be treated in the same way.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Depending on what the other requirements are.

Consultation Question 20:



No

Please expand on your answer:

This shouldn't be limited to registrars as currently stands - couples have a right to be able to choose who they feel is appropriate to conduct their
wedding whether its a registrar, a member of the clergy, a leader from another faith or a trained and registered celebrant

Consultation Question 21:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

See answer above

Having said that I see no reason why two registrars have to attend currently and feel that one officiant in the future will be fine

Consultation Question 22:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

no opinion

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes but with some awareness of belief systems which don't conform to the hier archy of having an over arching governing body this could be limiting and
requires further consultation.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

though I question the word worship - as a Buddhist I don't meet with anyone to worship, though in normal times I meet with many people to practice.
Worship is I feel a very christian choice of word

Also concerned about whether 20 meeting regularly is in one small area (after all a lot of churches wouldn't meet this threshold ) or whether this is a
wider geographical area. My own group would be regularly meeting with between 5 and 10 other people but there are over 16,000 people practicing
across the country.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Yes - providing there was mechanism for such guidelines to be reviewed as and when laws, public policy or moral opinions change. I would hate there to
be the possibility for another group to be restricted in the way that same sex couples have been until very recently because of the the views of some
individuals who had the power to deam their behaviour illegal and immoral.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

I think this would be alright

Consultation Question 28:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Makes sense for one organisation to be able to maintain the list of nominated officiants

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Absolutely. Pref with recognised training and membership of an appropriate professional organisation. This would enable couples to have much greater
flexibility in the way they chose to celebrate their marriage and who they would like to be able to officiate.

Consultation Question 30:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Only if there is no way to guarantee that there is no possibility of cover ups as has happened amongst the clergy in the past.

Consultation Question 31:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes to the first two but I think the missing focus here is on appropriate training and ongoing membership of a respected organisation. Registrar General
training should be developed and carried out with the relevant organisations to maintain consistency and the flexibility of the officiants

Consultation Question 32:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I think this is really unclear as to whether these officiants are people paid by an organisation and hence conducting a ceremony could be seen as being
part of their duties or whether they are an independent celebrant such as myself whose income depends entirely on being paid to create and conduct
ceremonies

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Although I would like the opportunity to officiate at a Buddhist wedding which would mean I would be nominated by my organisation I would also
continue to create ceremonies as an independent celebrant depending on the requirements of the couples. My belief system doesn't hinder me from
officianting for couples or any other belief or blending of beliefs and I wouldn't want it to.

Consultation Question 35:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Depends on the def of dignity and solemnity - my ceremonies are always meaningful, heart felt and the couples take the vows they are making very
seriously but that doesn't mean they have to be formal or sombre. This could very easily be open to interpretation and judgement. Who is to say that I'm
not taking my wedding seriously becasue of what I'm wearing or where its taking place?

Consultation Question 36:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not if it restricts what celebrants can do. They should only be able to control the legal section, not the rest of the surrounding ceremony



Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Providing the individual has a structure whereby they can question and argue their case so that it cannot be one person's views on what is appropriate or
not.

Consultation Question 39:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Registered training and membership organisations should have responsibility for the behaviour of their members and should liaise with the GRO in the
first instance.

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes providing the professional development demanded is fit for purpose and beneficial

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Other

Please expand on your answer:



No opinion

Consultation Question 47:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Other

Other

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Depends what is meant by dignified as this is subjective. Appropriate might make more sense.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

As above - don't lie the phrase dignified and guidelines might be welcome where as restrictions would not

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not necessary unless the hoops needing to be completed by the officiant are so onerous

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Don't know - didn't know that this existed or what the implications are.

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

The ability to hold a ceremony without 28 days elapsing from interview.

Consultation Question 63:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Only if this can happen quickly without impediment by the registration service

Consultation Question 64:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Don't know

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Don't have a view

Consultation Question 71:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Independent Celebrants as well

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I think legalised officiants of any sort should be able to conduct these ceremonies with the Capt or appropriate officials agreement



Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Don't know

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(2) there should be no fee.

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Other



Please expand on your answer:

In agreement with professional organisations

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

I think more people will get married

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Many of my couples are frustrated at the cost and necessity of having a legal ceremony which they see very much as a tick box exercise when it doesn't
reflect them, their beliefs, their views on marriage and why they are choosing to get married, It feels to them very much as if it is a way to make a lot of
money from couples because they have no choice about what they do. Many are not given the option of a 2 x 2 wedding and are sold something many
times more expensive and at a time which isn't right for them. There is a huge amount of money that couples feel they have to pay to be married in a
licensed venue and alongside that they are restricted from having a ceremony which has real meaning for them and which will provide the foundation of
their lives together.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

To be able to choose who officiates at their wedding, where it can take place and when is so important. Without a doubt every couple will be able to save
money by only having one ceremony of their choice, and at the time which works for them rather than the registration service

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

The cost of applying for a licence is prohibitive for some venues and the cost of registrars attending is unbelievable in many cases - outstripping the cost
of a bespoke individually written ceremony which has true meaning for the couple, which lasts longer, which happens when the couple want it to and
which is not focused on the importance of the registrar but on the couple. They are made to pay over the odds for a cut and paste mass produced, mass
conducted ceremony which pays lip service to choice and lasts for 10-15 mins max.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

More venues will be able to offer more flexible options and at different rates - eanabling both couples and venues to flourish

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Changes will def hit the local authorities tun over as a lot of money which is being brought in by the registration service will no longer be forthcoming

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

NA

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

NA

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

This flexibility will make it easier for all couples!

Consultation Question 90:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No View

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No View

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

Costs to individuals need to be decided in consultation with the professional bodies so that this can be appropriate and proportionate.
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Not applicable.

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

We were invited to a wedding in May 2020, but were unable to attend due to the restriction on numbers.



Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There is no clear reason why the previous requirement needs to apply in the future.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The proposal is sensible and recognises current communication options.

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

I would suggest 10 working days as a sensible minimum. This should then allow a reasonable time to address any issues that might arise during the
in-person interview.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

With the advent of good virtual meeting technology, I see no reason why a first in-person interview should not be undertaken remotely. However there
needs to be a safety net requirement for an in-person interview should any concerns arise.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

I see no reason why this facility for giving notice should not continue.

Consultation Question 9:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I do not hold a strong view but I do wonder where notices would be published online. We have managed without this up to now and I do not see the need
for this form of public dis play of a notice of marriage.

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

A sensible timescale.

Consultation Question 11:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I agree with 1, but 2 should only be allowed if there are strong grounds to change the officiant. I am not convinced the parties should have any say in who
the designated officiant should be.

Consultation Question 12:

Other

Please expand on your answer:



This is sensible in the case of death or illness. In the case of delay, this would need to have an impact on the timing of the ceremony. A time of 30 minutes
could be set as a maximum allowable delay for the officiant before a substitute is brought in. For the logistics to work, the substitute officiant would need
to be made aware of any lengthy delay in good time and be readily available to step in. It would be difficult to make last-minute substitutions.

Please share your views below:

I cannot see any other reason for a substitute officiant to act.

Consultation Question 13:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I am not an Anglican, but this proposal seems to be to the detriment of the couples.

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

A sensible proposal given the extreme unlikelihood of war damage.

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

I consider banns should also be published at each party's home/local Anglican church if different to the church where the wedding will take place.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

No comment.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

I believe this should be a requirement and recognises the importance of marriage.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

I see no reason why an Anglican minister cannot continue as at present with the Anglican preliminaries carrying legal weight.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is an important and serious commitment and these legal duties are appropriate.

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Church weddings other than Anglican will require the presence of a registration officer. This will no doubt apply to non-Christian religions too. Otherwise
non-Anglican religious weddings will require a separate civil ceremony and I do not see the need to accept this requirement to render a wedding legal, it
is not necessary if the status quo is retained.

Consultation Question 21:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I believe this has been normal practice up to now. I can see no purpose in having more than one registration officer in attendance at a civil wedding.

Consultation Question 22:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I have no view on this question.

Consultation Question 23:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Some non-Anglican religious organisations might be quite small numerically and only hold wedding ceremonies rarely. Thus the preference of such
organisations may be to have an officiant from the local authority.
In any event a registrar would need to attend to ensure everything is carried out correctly in accordance with the legal requirements.

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The same requirements should apply for both religious and non-religious organisations.

Please share your views below:

I do not believe there should be a specific list although it would be helpful to have some of the larger organisations listed.
The important thing is that the marriage ceremony ensures all the legal requirements of a marriage are met. A registrar would need to be present to
ensure this.

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I am aware that some independent churches have very small congregations and this should not be an impediment to them holding a wedding ceremony.
I once belonged to a church with just six members.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

The law should not exclude any organisation based on public policy or morality as these are subjective criteria and they do change over time. For instance
some religions hold beliefs that many secular people do not agree with, yet such beliefs remain legal.
However the objective criteria of promoting unlawful purposes is acceptable.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

This seems reasonable.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I agree this is a necessary step to manage officiants.

Consultation Question 29:

No



Please expand on your answer:

I am not comfortable with the idea of independent officiants. All wedding ceremonies should be undertaken seriously and with the appropriate gravitas.
There is a recent trend for gimmicky weddings that needs to be discouraged for weddings to be legal. Thus allowing so-called independent officiates runs
the risk of undermining the serious nature of what getting married really means and could turn a wedding into some kind of circus with no real meaning.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The act of officiating at a wedding is a serious matter and not something to be undertaken lightly. Although "fit and proper" does need to be defined, so
someone with a level of maturity and who appreciates the value and meaning of marriage.

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This supports my previous comment under Question 30.

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is a sensible safeguard. Officiants from these organisations should be willing to undertake their role voluntarily and because they respect the value
of marriage.

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I agree that should independent officiants be allowed, they should be prohibited where there is a conflict of interest.
However there ought to be a cap on fees to prevent rip-off charges. This would prevent vulnerable people being taken advantage of.

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This would ensure an independent celebrant is always independent and with no conflicts with other affiliations, even if he belongs to a religious or
non-religious organisation.

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a solemn undertaking and that needs to be reflected by any officiant.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This will enable officiants to fully understand their obligations, particularly their legal obligations. It will also ensure the wedding is conducted properly
every time.

Consultation Question 37:

Other

Please expand on your answer:



I would expect the local Registrar to also have the power to withdraw authorisation.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This satisfies my concern under Question 37.

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is a sensible safeguarding proposal.

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is acceptable subject to the previous safeguards for deauthorising unsuitable officiants because of their failure to comply with the level of
professionalism expected, and failure in carrying out their duties and responsibilities, and no longer being a person who is fit and proper.

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It is important that an independent officiant stays familiar with current guidance and legislation regarding marriage.
The amount of expected continuing professional development needs to be specified.

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is not clear whether the prescribed words that legalise the wedding will be retained. I consider it is important to do so to retain the solemnity and
seriousness of the ceremony for the couple getting married.
Marriage should never be allowed to be trivialised so the prescribed words in the Marriage Act should be retained as a minimum requirement.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There is a very real danger of the wedding ceremony being trivialised through the use of inappropriate venues.
Already marriage is being trivialised as witnessed by certain reality television shows.
I do not agree with allowing almost carte blanche with regard to the form and ceremony.
Marriage is a serious undertaking and commitment requiring promises to be made by the couple to each other.

Consultation Question 44:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I consider that all weddings shall include the prescribed words from the Marriage Act as a minimum requirement, including religious ceremonies.

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



If the couple getting married both wish to include a religious element then that is entirely acceptable as it should give emphasis to the value of marriage.

Please share your views below:

I have no views.

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I see no reason to repeal this provision. In fact it should be retained as it allows the couple being married to have the opportunity for their marriage to be
affirmed in accordance with their religious beliefs and convictions. Thus underlining the importance of the marriage ceremony.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I consider it is important that the public has access to the ceremony because marriage should remain a public declaration. Clearly the wedding reception
will remain a private affair, but the exchange of promises using the prescribed words from the Marriage Act need to remain public.
To me marriage remains the bedrock of a civilised society and a very important institution. It is also the best environment in which to raise children.
Marriage is more than just a private matter but is a society matter, and that needs to be reinforced by retaining the open doors provision.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This runs the risk of weddings taking place at inappropriate venues that would degrade the gravitas of the ceremony.
To avoid the trivialisation of marriage there would need to be more prescriptive definitions for "dignified and safe".

Please share your views below:

The above locations demonstrate how careful the Law Commission needs to be if the dignity of a marriage ceremony is to be retained.
Some locations would preclude an open doors policy so should not be permitted.
An outdoor location is acceptable provided there is public access.
Ceremonies on inland waters are not a problem provided the public has access eg by bridge.
Any ceremony in the air should not be recognised as a part of the legal element of the wedding as public access would not be possible. This would be the
case whether in an airplane but especially if skydiving!
Private homes would be acceptable provided they were open to the public for the duration of the Marriage Act prescribed words.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This proposal turns marriage into a private affair, rather than a commitment made in public.

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

No

Please expand on your answer:

Some religious organisations do not have their own buildings so would need a venue. The building should not be the issue, so I do not understand the
need for any legal prohibition.

Consultation Question 51:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

The officiant would be an appropriate person to determine the suitability of the proposed venue. Appropriate training would need to be given first.

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

The problem is that the terms "safe" and "dignified" are subjective. The terms need to be more prescriptive if wholly unsuitable venues are to be avoided.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is sensible and will help ensure a consistent approach.

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It is sensible to allow this for frequently used venues.

Please share your views below:

1. The local Registrar's office should take responsibility.
2. A list of approved venues could be drawn up. A new venue would be inspected prior to being added to the list. The cost of the inspection should be
charged to the venue. The venue would not be allowed to make any alterations to its facilities without reference to the local Registrar's office.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Sensible

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Recognises the rights of Welsh speakers.

Consultation Question 56:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I see no problem with the principle but such electronic registration needs to be accepted by institutions that ask for proof of marriage.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Sensible safeguards.

Other

Please expand on your answer:



1. Should not render a marriage void so I agree with the proposal. The couple should not be disadvantaged through no fault of their own.
2. There is no reason not to have witnesses available so I do not agree with this part of the proposal. Contingency plans should be made to ensure
witnesses are in attendance so this is never a problem.
3. I cannot see any valid reason for the parties not to sign said documents or register the marriage. Failure to do so and yet not render the marriage void
would demean the legal importance of the ceremony.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Sensible safeguards.

Consultation Question 59:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The whole point of marriage is to bring two people together and to share every aspect of their lives in joint union. For a marriage to be complete, it has to
be consummated through the couple living as one.
This proposal undermines the very basis of marriage and I cannot agree with it.
By stating "for any period" makes the proposal even weaker even for very exceptional cases.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Presumption has no legal basis.

Consultation Question 60:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If a party to the marriage does not know within three years that they wish to petition to nullify the marriage then that would be extraordinary.
I see no valid reason for this proposal.

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

A sensible safeguard.

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It is sensible to ensure that the parties are fully aware and able to go through with a marriage.

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This proposal would endorse weddings being closed to the general public.

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I believe the captain of a ship can already perform a marriage so it is helpful to be able to apply the law of England and Wales.

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Weddings on a cruise ship would restrict public attendance but still be open to other passengers. Small vessels would not facilitate this and render the
wedding closed to the public which I do not agree with.

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The name of the officiant should also be given to ensure only those fit to do so undertake this important role. Otherwise there is a risk that someone
wholly inappropriate could officiate and thus devalue the seriousness of the ceremony.

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

A reasonable and sensible proposal.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This will ensure a minimum standard for officiants is applied.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This would help preserve the integrity of the marriage ceremony.



Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

To avoid abuse of this proposal a maximum time should be set. Perhaps they could be sent electronically in the first instance with the originals returned
at the earliest opportunity.

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

My concern is that the proposal could disadvantage those in difficult circumstances and put them off getting married.
Means testing would be difficult to apply. It might be better to apply a national fee that is set at a sufficient level to cover for the few that might not be
able or are unwilling to pay an enhanced fee.

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

I consider society should show compassion even though the cost would have to be met by others.

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is reasonable.

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It should be for the venue to meet the cost, not the taxpayer.

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Prevents taxpayers subsidising the party's choice of venue.

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Again avoids subsidising the marriage parties by the taxpayer.

Consultation Question 82:



Other

Please expand on your answer:

This needs to be looked at on a case by case basis. It is another opportunity to show some compassion on those unable to choose the wedding venue if
housebound.
Those detained in prison should meet the cost for the officiate to attend.

Consultation Question 83:

(2) there should be no fee.

Please expand on your answer:

This would show compassion on the terminally ill party.

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I agree that for the vast majority of weddings, all costs should be recovered from the parties getting married.

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:



Please share your views below:
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Divorced so not married!

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

NA

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

NA

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

NA



Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

NA

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Adopted at last minute with date changes and limiting numbers. All 4 weddings planned for 2020 actually did take place on or very near to the original
planned dates. Each occasion was joyous with extra focus on the actual exchange of vows and legality of the process.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Do not agree because there is no consideration to the process; it allows a spur of the moment with no thought to capture people.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There needs to be some face to face discussion in the planning of the wedding.

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

Make it 30 days so sufficient thought can be given and it is not a spur of the moment action.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

No - must always be face to face so you have a better chance early on see a possible sham set up / coercive / blatant pressure being applied. Why delay
that? Face to face for the legitimate couples will only help re-confirm their intention.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Yes.

Consultation Question 9:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, providing it is also displayed in public areas in real life.

Consultation Question 10:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No, little to zero protection for someone being coerced into a marriage.

Consultation Question 11:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Reasonable contingency plan

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Reasonable contingency

Please share your views below:

No! Why else would they act? No need for it.

Consultation Question 13:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Agree - it is wrong to assume religious intent.

Consultation Question 14:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Why change that? Anglican church exists throughout the world so war zones are possible.

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

No, ought to be able to be read in other churches - where the individuals attend.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes - as a process to assure the clergy of legitimacy of intent of both parties.. But, there needs to be a recourse process for the clergy to follow if they
have concerns.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes - to re-affirm seriousness of intent and commitment to their future spouse.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Absolutely!!
Marriage is based on a belief of stability of society and needs to have a separate consideration to society.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Agree

Consultation Question 20:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Agree

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Agree

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Agree

Consultation Question 23:

No

Please expand on your answer:

We live in a Christian country - christian values need to be applied so allowing other religions to determine their own process without regard to British
values is wrong. Women risk being oppressed if this proposal is allowed to continue.

Consultation Question 24:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

So, if the couple believes in say Elvis Presley that's ok? Its a nonsense.

Please share your views below:

Anything that is whimsical and very limited in number, appears as a trend, is male driven as just a few examples must not be permitted to undermine the
importance of marriage.

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

20 could be a sect. No!!

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

No!!
We are not a secular society - to exclude religious organisations is contrary to this countries core values.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Not sure what this is asking so unable to comment

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Agree



Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Agree

Consultation Question 30:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A separate assessment is needed

Consultation Question 31:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not sure what point 2 means and how it will be assessed.
Yes to points 1 & 2

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Agree

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The fees must be consistent regardless of who is officiating. It is not a business to be un-cut, offering 'deals' or to be exploited by charging higher prices.

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It needs to be clear to he couples where the officiant stands in terms of religious beliefs for the wedding.

Consultation Question 35:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I agree with the intent of the proposal but it does not go far enough. The officiants have a responsibility for the total content and tone of the ceremony,
ensuring that it upholds the dignity and solemnity of marriage.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Agree

Consultation Question 37:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Agree providing each organisation has a recall process. It might need a 3rd party to 'audit' from time to time



Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Agree

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Agree

Consultation Question 40:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There must be a renewal / reapplication period.

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Agree

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This implies that someone can get married without being present - that is wrong.
It implies that anything or nothing can be said - there must always be a public declaration from each person to make the marriage equal and legitimate.
It implies that anything can be said which seriously undermines the seriousness of the commitment being made
Prescribed words already exist onto which couples can add - but do not take away.
The notion that a ceremony can contain any words undermines the seriousness of the commitment being made and makes the occasion a 'fun time' not
the public declaration of a commitment to one another.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

So, the official who offers the whaky format attracts the whaky people, working on impulse for a 'fun time' ignoring the crash and burn that is extremely
likely to follow? Such an approach undermines the solemnity of the marriage ceremony - there must be a basic standard to every occasion, on which
couples can then add their slant.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Agree

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Agree



Please share your views below:

No comment

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Nothing wrong with a religious service after the civil wedding

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Open doors helps convey the public nature of the wedding declarations.
The open doors requirement was introduced 100s of years ago as a protection against forced marriage - which is a serious problem STILL in our society.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There must be thoughtful consideration to the location to make it appropriate to the seriousness of the commitment being made - a public loo is not
appropriate!

Please share your views below:

Not to those listed but see answer to previous question.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Public access is part of the fundamental requirement of a declaration to the audience, whoever they may be

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If there is no feeling of religion then why use a religious venue? Likely will that it is abused and misused.

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There needs to be clear guidance on this - not just down to an individual who may feel pressurised to agree.

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

How do you define safe? How do you define dignified? There must be a clear guidance on what is and is not these 2 things.

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

And for this to be continually reviewed and updated.

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Agree

Please share your views below:

3rd party with local assessment with national overview

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

How long 'after' the ceremony? As part of the ceremony for sure.

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Agree

Consultation Question 56:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The present system has stood the test of time, wars, famines, pandemics, etc.,. Everything potentially will be lost in the cloud and never to be seen again.
No!

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Witnesses are part of the public declaration, and may help avoid coercive marriages. The documents must be signed otherwise there is no legitimacy to
the process.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No protection for forced marriages.



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage starts with a public commitment to each other . . . . . just allowing time to pass is not the same.

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

No problems with either terminal illness or housebound.
Part of imprisonment is a loss of rights, which must include right to marry.

Consultation Question 63:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Depends on the questions to be asked!

Consultation Question 64:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Where does Anglican / catholic officials stand within this? Unclear on what you are trying to achieve.

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Do not agree with prisoners getting married

Consultation Question 67:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Secondary law permission is fine, but not to points 2, 3, 4.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

See above comment

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Providing it is of an environment that is appropriate to reflect the importance of marriage

Consultation Question 69:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Only if the setting is appropriate to the importance of marriage.

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

No.
How would it stack up legally?

Consultation Question 71:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

See above answer

Consultation Question 72:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

See answer to point 70

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

See comment to point 70

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

No idea

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

See comment to point 70

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Show compassion!

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

The fee is part of the consideration for marriage, but compassion should also be shown.

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Neither the current law discourages nor the proposals encourage marriage. The inclination to get married is based on secondary experiences of people in
marriages and their success of it or not.
The changes proposed massively reduce the solemnity of marriage. Reduces also the effort needed in being committed to another person through all of
lives trials and challenges. The proposals allow the wedding to become a party, not the launch of a new life.

Consultation Question 86:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

The costs of the above a nothing compared to the money that people want to spend on their wedding day so in all honesty, this is a distraction of a
question.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Saving what? Time? Money?
If standard costs are set out then that is what it is. There has to be a charge for the wedding to be carried out as it is a legal requirement and a life time
commitment.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

The costs of the actual marriage is little compared to the cost of the day

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Every venue MUST be approved otherwise the risk is that locations become a theme holiday park and distract from the seriousness of marriage.

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

no comment

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Not in a position to comment

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

So long as the ceremony is correctly governed and carried out officially there is little issue here.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

See comment to point 89

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No comment to make

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No comment to make

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

Costs are minimal, covered by the couples. If the couples want more then they pay for it.



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUWS-W

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-31 18:39:17

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

 Ceremonies

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Other (please state)

If other, please state::
As a person working in a Wedding Celebrant capacity

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(2) there should be no fee.

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

1) The current law in England and Wales (as a Scottish person living here, having come from a place Humanist Ceremonies are legal) is off-putting for me
both as a new celebrant and also as a person who is engaged and wish to get married near my home in England in a non religious way with no
prescriptive words required. To do so at present is costly as you essentially pay the registrar and the celebrant, whereas in Scotland you only pay the
celebrant. I am not religious and as am older when I get married (middle aged), I want a ceremony that reflects my partner and I as a couple. Not make do
with what is outdated and archaic.

2)Yes, my partner and I are not unique in the above. I have been to 5 Humanist weddings in Scotland which are VERY different to the norm and were a joy
to watch. There is demand. I am a newly qualified celebrant and there is demand for our role in weddings.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

The costs are prohibitive if you want to use a celebrants services. Availability is not guaranteed and there is little option if a couple has booked a wedding
and a registar or minister of religion is unavailable.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No preapproval makes for a far easier process for couples who are typically very unsure of the process and ask their celebrant for info or have to 
approach registrars to be kept right.



 
A separate legal wedding is a challenge in terms of scheduling- couples don't always want to do the legal bit on a different day/week or have 2
ceremonies in a row. 
 
Registrar weddings still have a place, some couples want a fast small ceremony and there will always be people who require these services and therefore
opens up this to the couples who NEED this type of ceremony.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Approved premises means couples are tied to a smaller amount of venues which typically cost more and therefore are prohibitive, particularly for
couples who want a small wedding - I am aware of a couple who got married on the West Sands in St Andrews as there are no restrictions of approved
premises for weddings and it meant they could have their large family present and participating in their ceremony but not have to invite lots of others.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Celebrants being able to legally marry a couple takes pressure off ministers of religion and registrars. It creates a further line of work for people as
independent celebrants in a challenging economy post covid and can lead to the furthering of the recovery of the UK economy.

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Local authorities are struggling financially (i previously worked in one). This will allow councils to free up staff to do more important roles in registering
births and deaths, and perhaps even move staff to help with Local Welfare provision for example.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

See above

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

There is no equality in UK marriage laws when looked at along with the rules in devolved nations. It means those in England and Wales are missing out on
positive opportunities .

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Allowing celebrant led legal cermeonies gives those in question equality in terms of the options for marriage or civil partnership.

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

N/k

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

N/k

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

Saves money for all, while giving business and earning opportunities to celebrants. Gives couples choice. Gives Local Government a break from trying to
fit everyone in - demand usually outweighs supply at present. The same for ministers of religion.
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

I participate in a small non-denominational company of of evangelical Christians but I do not have authority to respnd on their behalf.

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

My wife and I have been legally and happily married for almost 54 years and we would like other couples and their families to enjoy the same stability
that we have known.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:



A weddings has taken place within our wider family to which we were at first invited but were precluded from attending because of the limited number
permitted.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It seems sensible for a bride and groom to spend a few days before the wedding where public advertisement of the event will enable others to make any
remonstrances, e.g. where a marriage would be bigamist or adulterous.

Consultation Question 5:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I do not see any problem with the present practice. I submit that the more formal and public the announcement the better, so that the importance and
solemnity of the marriage are maintained.

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Seven days would seem to be the minimum time to allow knowledge of the event to be spread.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

I do not see the need for this, unless perhaps in the case of a sick or disabled person.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

No comment.

Consultation Question 9:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I have no objection to notice being given on-line but not as an alternative to formal, written notification ay the church or Registry Office.

Consultation Question 10:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No comment.

Consultation Question 11:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No comment.

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Please share your views below:

No comment - it is difficult to envisage all the circumstances that could arise.

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I do not see any need for change.

Consultation Question 14:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I am not sufficiently knowledgeable to comment.

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

The greater the publicity given to the proposed marriage, the better.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

This seems prudent.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Again, this would seem to be prudent.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

I do not see any advantage in doubling procedures, especially if it is important to the couple that their marriage should be seen as entered into before
God.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I agree but not if the officiant is to be additional to the minister.

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is important to many Christian couples that the whole event should be within the church. But sometimes there is no minister or pastor empowered to
solemnise a wedding. In these cases, it is convenient to have a qualified registrar sitting in to ensure that statutory requirements have been complied
with. I have myself on two occasions led couples through their wedding vows while an authorised person was present to vouch for the adequacy of the
proceedings and I have been preent at other weddings where the same arrangement has been followed. It would be to the great disdvantage of many
couples if this facility were withdrawn. Presumably this would necessitate two ceremonies. Often, alas, civil ceremonies seem rather on the lines of a
sausage-machine with the couple and their family and friends forced to mingle with previous and following guests.

Consultation Question 21:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Many Christians meet together simply without belonging to a particular organisation. Sometimes one of their number has undertaken the necessary
preparation to officiate at weddings but not on behalf of a defined organisation - simply as a communicant at a particular hall. I see no need to interfere
with this facility. My wife and I enjoy frequent Christian fellowship but not as adhering to a particular organisation - simply as members of the body of
Christ. Any expectation of being under the control of a recognised organisation would cause problems for us and many others.

Consultation Question 24:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I do not attempt to prescribe what non-Christians should do.

Please share your views below:

No comment.

Consultation Question 25:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I sympathise with this view in principle but not if a defined oraganistion is required; please see my response to Question 23.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

This I think could be dangerous. Concepts of public policy and morality have lately undergone seismic change and continue to do so. If this continues, it
could become illegal, for example, for a minister or officiant to declare the biblical basis of marriage, or to read relevant pssages from the Bible because
they no longer conform to new social norms.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

I would not object to such a proposal in respect of organisations that have legal identity, structure, hierarchy, etc. but they are irrelevant to those eeting
more simply.

Consultation Question 28:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

As for many others of the Law Commission's proposals, I am quite unaware of any current mischief or problem that this proposal would remedy. If,
however, a simple list of registrars, ministers and others approved for the solemnisation of marriages is maintained, and provided this does not preclude
another selected person (perhaps chosen by the bride and groom) from officiating under supervision, I see o strong objection.

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Provided they are not required to register on behalf of a defined organisation.



Consultation Question 30:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Again, this is alright for those nominated on behalf of a specific organisation but "independent officiants" as referred to in Question 29 should be
vouched for by anyone of good standing, as for example with a passport application - perhaps by at least two such persons.

Consultation Question 31:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I agree provided that (1) the training and CPD are kept to an essential minimum (bureaucracy can mushroom quickly!) and respect the conscientious
position of the officiant; (2) officiants are left free to officiate or not at ceremonies as they please; and (3) way is left open for an ordinary person to lead a
couple through their vows under supervision.

Consultation Question 32:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I do not understand what is meant by "elevating the making of profits above the expression of their beliefs" but I would certainly disapprove of any
attempt to make the solemnisation of weddings a trade or business.

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I think the recovery of expenses necessarily incurred (including income forgone) would be sufficient.

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I see the family as the basic building block of society and it important that marriage is not entered into lightly but as an irrevocable, continuing
commitment.

Consultation Question 36:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I would agree if such guidance is kept to the minimum needed to ensure that the marriage is entered into solemnly, with dignity, with opportunity for
anyone to register an objection, and in the full awareness of the commitment involved. Beyond that, it is diificult to see how a standard procedure could
be devised to suit people of all persuasions.

Consultation Question 37:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This is acceptable for defined organisations. For others, I suggest that the responsibility to report on any misdemeanours should rest with the registrar or
other approved person present. I would again raise the question, how much evidence is there of recent or current bad practice? The old adage says, "If it
isn't broke, don't fix it"!

Consultation Question 38:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Provided that to be a "fit and proper person" does not require compliance with a host of items conflicting with conscientiously held beliefs..

Consultation Question 39:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Again, are there problems that render such further controls neceesary?

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a timeless institution and I cannot think in what respects continuing professional development could be necessary. Besides, officiants often
have a main employment to follow and their time may well be scarce. I can foresee a large new bureaucracy being developed unnecessarily.

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I cannot see any need for these various changes. I readily agree that if the bride or groom is deaf or dumb other arrangements should be allowed to
signify consent. Otherwise the time-honoured procedures should be maintained including the public affirmation by the couple that they know of no
reason why they should not be wedded, also the opportunity for others to object if they consider the marriage to be adulterous or bigamous.

Consultation Question 43:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This should be permitted if the requirements of solemnity and dignity are met and provided that there is a witnessed, full commitment by the parties to
each other and to an irrevocable union.

Consultation Question 44:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I do not understand why Anglican, Jewish and Quaker groups are particulalry selected.

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Readings from the Holy Bible should be expressly allowed.

Consultation Question 46:

No



Please expand on your answer:

It has often happened that, when no other way of solemnising a marriage is available, a civil ceremony has taken place at a Registry Office, followed by a
religious service elsewhere to commend the couple to God for His blessing. This was the case in the marriage of myself and my wife almost 54 years ago
and we are still happily married! I can see no reason to interfere with this practice.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is important the marriage should be widely witnessed and that there is opportunity for anyone to register a problem.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

In my view, this would encourage couples to make a joke of their wedding, whereas there should be dignity and an atmosphere that expresses the
seriousness of the step being taken.

on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or

Please share your views below:

I see no reason why a tent or gazebo erected outdoors, or a room in a house if sufficiently large, shoud not serve as a suitable venue.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is important that anyone having an interest in the matter, or relevant information to impart, should have access to the occasion.

Consultation Question 50:

Other

No

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I think these decisions should be left to the discretion of those in control of those venues. I don't see why the Government needs to prescribe on all
matters relating wedding ceremonies.

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Provided there is an obligation to select a venue where dignity and solemnity can be upheld and there is sufficient access for interested parties.

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Provided the guidance is simple and limited to essentials.

Consultation Question 53:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I consider that the effort required to attend at a place of registration and face some measure of interrogation is good to impress upon the parties the
importnce of the step they are taking.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding



Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

I have insufficient knowledge in this area.

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I do not understand the implications of this proposal.

Consultation Question 65:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Illnesses may last much longer than expected; or, to put it another way, longevity may be longer than expected. Marriage anyway remains in force "until
death do us part," so why place other time limits on it?

Consultation Question 66:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I am apprehensive about further legislation being encated without proper debate.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I don't see why the couple and their families and friends should not disembark and solemnise their vows in a suitable building.

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This could increase to incidence of weddings being arranged on the spur of the moment. The time taken from a cruise could well provide a needed period
of reflection.

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

I see no need for this.



Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

I do not agree with weddings on ships but if these are to happen it would be advisable to have a religious content, or at least a serious aspect reflecting
the couples' convictions.

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If weddings in interntional waters are to be allowed, this proposal should apply.

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(1) the same fee as other cases in which the registration officer must travel to the person giving notice, set nationally on a cost-recovery basis; or

Please expand on your answer:

The fee, if required by a registration officer, should at least be enough to defray costs.

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Having brothers, a sister, children and a grandchild who have all married, and having been involved in the marriages of Christian friends, I have never
seen any evidence that the current law is defective or hinders people from entering into marriage. On the other hand, I fear that enveloping wedding
procedure in as much complication as this consultation paper proposes may constitute something of a deterrent to couples with genuine intentions but
encourage those with more relaxed attitudes. With all due respect, from my experience of weddings over very many years I do not see the need for the
procedures to be overhauled.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I have no comment to make, never having been faced with any issue about costs.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I regret to have to say that I cannot see overall benefit from the new proposals. To my mind, the current law has withstood the tests of time and I do not
see the need for amendment.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

I am unaware of ay problems arising from the impact of the current law on wedding venues.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

I do not consider that potenetial benefits to venues should be a factor in changing the law on wedding procedures.

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No comment. I am unaware of any unfavourable impact of the current law on local authorities.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



As already remarked, I cannot see the need for such a root-and-branch overhaul of the law and greatly doubt that this will produce overall benefit.

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No evidence to adduce.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No comment.

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No views on this aspect.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No views.

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

I regret that I haven't formed a view of this - it would take a long and reflective consideration of the whole of this very long consutation paper.
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I understand that about half the places registered for weddings do not have an authorised person. There would be a problem for such places in that they
might feel obliged to have a member authorised and might inadvertently break marriage law.

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

The phrase "or contrary to public policy or morality" is unacceptable - surely religious/belief organizations have a proper place in defining precisely that.
The state's perception of morality has changed vastly during my lifetime, which does not give confidence in the value of the state's perception. Especially
since the state's perception of morality is now radically different from that of most religions. And marriage is an honourable and valuable institution, so
there should be no controversial bars to it.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Such people might well bring marriage into disrepute - their aim will doubtless simply be to get paid.

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Such a marriage sounds suspiciously like the meaningless (or even insulting) documents which were apparently sometimes given by european men to
third-world women in the past.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

People can obviously choose a venue/celebrant that suits them, without your changing the law.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If marriage is to be real, it needs to be public.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is reminiscent of the Sherlock Holmes story "The Solitary Cyclist", where an attempt is made to marry an heiress in the grounds of an empty house, in
order to obtain her money.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

These changes appear to be intended to weaken marriage grossly. Marriage is an honourable institution which protects the less powerful partner.
Deregulation of marriage would put you in disagreement with historic British beliefs, with most religions and indeed with God.

Weakened marriage will bring practical problems, eg regarding inheritance. Say somebody with memory problems goes into residential care and goes
through some sort of modernised wedding ceremony. If that still means that any existing Will is abolished, then plenty of children are going to get
disinherited. If you change it so that existing Wills are unaffected, then that is abolishing a protection that marriage has provided. So, either way, these
changes, weakening marriage, will be a problem. I imagine that other financial matters, eg insurance and pensions, may also be adversely affected.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

N/A

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:



N/A

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

28 days

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

It would be hard to determine concerns about sham or forced marriages or the capacity of either party to consent if done 'remotely'- more opportunity
for the abuse of the system!

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Not sure

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not sure- who and how would it be determined if either of the couple would be put at risk of harm?

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not sure

Consultation Question 11:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

The officiant should be trained registrars or religious representative.

Consultation Question 12:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Only if highly this is a trained registrar or religious representatives.

Please share your views below:

As above.



Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not sure

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

In church definitely but may be published elsewhere, as agreed by wedding partners and officiant.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

1) Yes
2) Yes, if the couple are not already known to him/her

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Many churches rely on civil registrars to register weddings, as they do not have their own authorised person. For some this might be because they hold
weddings
infrequently and are therefore less familiar with the legal requirements. For others it is felt impractical to have an authorised person, perhaps because
the church is small or does not have a minister. One of the Law Commission’s goals is that “the
ceremony that is meaningful to the couple should be recognised by law”. This can happen at the moment in churches that do not have an authorised
person, by having a civil registrar to register the marriage. If this is not possible, many couples who attend
such churches are likely to require a civil ceremony separate to their church wedding. The consultation points out that around half of places of worship
registered for weddings do not have a person authorised to conduct weddings. Many of these will be churches, who are able to conduct weddings at the
moment but will not be able to under the proposals unless they appoint an authorised person.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not sure

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not sure

Please share your views below:

Not sure

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, so long as the 'furtherance of beliefs' do not include those who hold beliefs that are detrimental to society eg terrorist activivities.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Mostly agree, however: “contrary to public policy or morality” is too subjective an assessment. It would risk those with unpopular but entirely legal views
being excluded
from nominating officiants. The test should focus on objective criteria, including, for example, promoting purposes that are illegal or support illegal
activity (such as terrorism), that advocate the violent overthrow of democracy, or that undermine the rule of law.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Not sure.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Currently, wedding officiants are either trained registrars or religious representatives who are likely to have strongly-held beliefs on marriage. Allowing
independent officiants would open the door to those who may not place such a high value on marriage.
Independent officiants (known as ‘celebrants’) can currently conduct weddings that are not legally binding. Ceremonies which undermine the solemnity of
marriage could be legally binding if independent officiants were allowed, undermining the dignity of marriage.
Also, there is currently no financial incentive to officiate a wedding. Opening up a market for independent officiants makes wedding vows a commercial
concern. Those more willing to be flexible with the ceremony would be likely to profit the most, encouraging people to push the boundaries. This also
risks defeating the goal of reducing costs of
wedding venues, which was one of the stated aims the Government gave the Law Commission in 2018.

Consultation Question 30:

Other



Please expand on your answer:

'Fit and Proper" would need to be defined!

Consultation Question 31:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

They also also respect and uphold 'Marriage'.

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Agree re no conflict of interest.
There should be limits on what they can charge to avoid exploitation.

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Absolutely!

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not sure

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The prescribed words form a foundation for the declarations that are required for a marriage. Without them the wedding ceremony can be as
meaningless as a couple or officiant chooses, and legal marriage can become nothing more than a certificate from the Government.
I believe marriage is founded on solemn promises made between two parties. Under these proposals it would be possible to have a legally recognised
wedding in which no words were said between the couple, let alone promises of any kind.
It is important the commitment made in marriage is taken very seriously, and without the prescribed words would be much easier to treat the ceremony
casually.
The prescribed words are only a small part of the entire wedding ceremony. The rules are already extremely flexible about what happens in the rest of
the ceremony. It is hard to imagine a genuine wedding in which the prescribed words could not be
included at some stage.
I am extremely concerned that allowing wholly personalised wedding ceremonies
without any legally-required words would send the message that marriage is an entirely private matter, which it is not!

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is far more important that a legal wedding ceremony reflects the seriousness of the
commitment the parties are making than that it is personalised to the couple.
A requirement for officiants to ensure that the ceremony does not undermine the dignity and solemnity of marriage is too subjective. It will not prevent
couples finding an officiant to agree to even the most outlandish wishes!
I also fear the possibility of fully-tailored wedding ceremonies will encourage commercialisation. Those more willing to be flexible with the ceremony
would be
likely to profit the most, encouraging people to push the boundaries.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

The couple should be able to quote from the bible, as they choose, e.g. 1 Corinthians 13: "Love is patient, love is kind..."

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Some churches may still not be able to provide a service that is officiated by a person recognised by law e.g. some small, independent churches. The
couple may wish to hold a religious service which service which is in their eyes is 'before God' and His people; an act of worship and celebration (which
they wouldn't be able to do in a non-religious venue).

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:



The ‘open doors’ requirement is a valuable part of wedding day celebrations, making it clear that marriage is not a private affair, but rather is important to
society as a whole.
Weddings which are not publicly accessible make a statement that the marriage is private and of interest only to the couple, which couldn’t be further
from the truth!
Ensuring that weddings are open to any member of the public, rather than just those invited, is a way of protecting against exploitation- forced marriage
and bigamy, for example.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I do understand there are advantages to changing the system. Many churches that do not own their own premises but worship in shared buildings like
community centres or
schools cannot currently hold weddings in those venues.
However, the danger is that removing the restrictions opens the door to inappropriate venues being used. I am unclear as to what safeguards will prevent
unsuitable venues being used, and how will the dignity of such ceremonies be guaranteed?
Although the consultation states that venues would need to be ‘dignified’ and ‘safe’, it lacks clarity on what this means or how it will be tested.
Venues must not detract from the solemn occasion of the wedding. Some settings (as chosen by the would-be married couple) could trivialise marriage;
the law must not allow inappropriate such venues (such as those that do not uphold the dignity and solemnity of marriage) to host legally binding
ceremonies.

Please share your views below:

I think any flexibility outside of 'registered buildings' will give scope and freedom for marriages to happen anywhere; keeping the current law brings
clarity; any departure from this would be virtually impossible to monitor, and it would be a 'free-for-all' and some would deliberately choose the most
outlandish and inappropriate places!

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As above- the wedding venue- religious or non-religious should be publicly accessible.

Consultation Question 50:

Other

Other

Other

Please expand on your answer:

The minister in charge of a church / religious venue should be able to determine whether a couple should marry at that venue; it would be inappropriate
for example for witches or satanists to be allowed to marry in church!

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not sure

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Who determines what is 'safe' and 'dignified'? It might be argued that jumping out of a plane (with parachute!) following instruction is 'safe' and 'dignified'
but that is a matter of subjective opinion! What is the definition of 'dignified'?

Other

Please expand on your answer:



The guidance should be clear and 'watertight' with no room for misinterpretation!

Consultation Question 53:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Probably, but what is meant by 'optional'? Should all marriage venues meet approval guidelines?

Please share your views below:

Not sure

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Both paper and electronic could be possible; paper has proved reliable and satisfactory through the ages; electronic systems can be hacked and
sometimes fail!

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There should always be witnesses.
The schedule or marriage document should always be signed.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not sure

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:



Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not sure

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Not sure

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not sure I understand this proposal.
Law must not discriminate in any way against faith-based organisations.

Consultation Question 65:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not sure

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not sure

Consultation Question 67:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Hopefully none if the above would ever be necessary. These are absolute 'last resort' proposals as weddings should always be 'in person', with witnesses.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

As above

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Probably, but hard to imagine such circumstances.

Consultation Question 68:



Other

Please expand on your answer:

As previously stated, weddings should take place in certified buildings.

Consultation Question 69:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Prefer not!

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

No

Consultation Question 71:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not keen on idea of marrying on a ship.

Consultation Question 72:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

See above

Other

Please expand on your answer:

As above

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

I am not aware of any such demand!

Consultation Question 74:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

As above

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Someone housebound is probably already suffering enough without having to pay an extra fee!

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

2- compassionate grounds- would be for only a few, so no big deal!

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

There should be an upper limit as to what can be charged.

Consultation Question 79:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

As above.

Consultation Question 80:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Probably.

Consultation Question 81:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not sure

Consultation Question 82:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Or lower on compassionate grounds.

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Probably 2- no fee.

Consultation Question 84:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not sure

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:



An increase in marriages through making it easier to marry is not a good thing for a stable society; more people entering into marriage devoid of a sense
of solemnity will result in a more casual approach to marriage and less longevity/higher divorce rate.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Not known

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Savings should not be a motivational issue when considering whether to marry or not; people need to pay what they need to pay to recognise the
importance of their decision to marry.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

I don't have strong views due to insufficient evidence/experience.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

I am not involved in this business side of things so difficult to comment.

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Unclear about this.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Unclear about this.

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Not sure. Being married as close as possible to one of the couple's homes is ideal.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Not sure.

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I don't think it's a good idea to promote marriage at sea, except in exceptional circumstances i.e. not for 'convenience'.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

As above.

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

Not known, but (potential changes) in costs should neither be a key factor in deciding to marry, nor be an impediment to marriage.
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that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

three days;

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

agree

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

agree

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

agree

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

agree

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Partly agree. You should take into account that many celebrants have already obtained formally accredited training and this needs to be taken into
account, or some credit allowed for this. Eg OCN level 3 in celebrancy will cover a number of the requirements.

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Maybe a need to renew after a period of time. Need some mechanism to ensure that officiants keep up to date with the law and best practice.

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

outdoors,, on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Joint responsibility between the officiant and those getting married.

No

Please expand on your answer:

Should be left up to discretion. Guidance may limit the choices of the couple.

Consultation Question 53:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Other officiants who are registered should also be able to administer the ceremony

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Other registered officiants should be able to officiate.

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Not sure but no reason to prevent this.

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 78:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Should be a competitive market.

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUWK-N

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-31 19:26:08

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

N/A

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:
n/a

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

n/a

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

An officiant with recognised qualification

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Agreed, the precedent exists with religious ceremonies. One appropriately qualified would be adequate unless a different arrangement is specifically
requested by couples.

Consultation Question 22:

Other



Please expand on your answer:

Unclear about the rationale for this

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Agreed, if officiant are appropriately qualified.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Mintainence of standards.enables monitoring, oversight and management of professionals

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUJM-A

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-31 19:52:27

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Personal response

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::
None

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

I do NOT want my information to be treated as confidential.

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I am in a formal married lawful .relationship

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

N/a

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

N/a

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

N/a



Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

There were no legal barriers preventing us from having a legally binding wedding.

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

I only know of one couple who had to cancel their wedding due to the COVID-19 pandemic, this was due to them wanting a large reception to celebrate
with all family and friends.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Being resident in the area even for such a short time gives a level of protection against forced marriage which we have to be aware of happening among
some communities.

Consultation Question 5:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I don't think the notice period should start from the online notice being given. Allow online notice to be given but require that both people involved in the
marriage attend an in-person interview together at a date at least 7 days before the proposed marriage.

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

This seems reasonable considering the serious nature of the commitment both parties are entering into.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

I do not agree with remote interviews at any time. Only by having an in-person interview can any real view of the couples' true relationship be assessed.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

I agree that notice should be able to be given in these circumstances, providing the couple then have an in-person interview 7 days prior to the wedding.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, but, the risk of harm shouldn't be a cover up.
How would risk of harm be assessed, and who by?

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Whenever possible.

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If the couple are in agreement. They should have the right to delay for their preferred choice of officiant if the reason qualifies.

Please share your views below:

As circumstances can be so variable in nature I feel this is reasonable, if acceptable to the couple.

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is a further safeguard and upholds transparency in local communities.

Consultation Question 14:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

If this is specific to war damage only then it should be amended to any form of damage, considering that churches have suffered from arson attacks, lead
roofing removal causing water damage and leaks and general vandalism.

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

This seems reasonable.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

This would be ideal in my view, as well as meeting the couple together

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes both should definitely attend and make separate declarations

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

These legal duties are imperative in my view

Consultation Question 20:

No



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I think that civil ceremonies answer this lawful need. If the couple so wishes to have their belief system or organisation bless their union in another
ceremony then they are free to do so once the legal requirements have been met in the civil ceremony.

Please share your views below:

See my previous answer which would prevent such a list constantly having to be considered and amended.

Consultation Question 25:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Only for recognised religious organisations.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

These organisations should definitely not be included.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

I agree with the current arrangements and suggest these to be continued.
This is a legal ceremony and that needs to be upheld; and not conducted by anyone who hasn't gone through rigorous verification procedures, who has
each person of the couple's welfare at heart without any bias.

Consultation Question 28:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No because I don't agree with these other people being involved in the legal aspects. Personal involvement should be totally separate.
Keeping track of all these officiants would be difficult and could open a way for those inclined to facilitate forced marriages.

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

For reasons explained above.

Consultation Question 30:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Self judging of 'Fit and proper' is open to any interpretation and could be misused.

Consultation Question 31:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

They would need at least to have the same requirements as registrars and be subject to the same laws, with mandatory updating and scrutiny.

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But how could this be monitored?

Consultation Question 33:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Then how would them not profiteering out of their role be controlled if there's no limit on fees charged?

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This should be paramount.(expanded in my answer to Q36)

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The opportunity to seriously consider the legal and life implications of marriage should be at the forefront of any ceremony, and the couple given the
space to realise the 'dignity and solemnity' of the occasion.
The officiant should be required to judge whether the actual ceremony gives opportunity for this and be able to insist on this being included; considering
that today weddings are sometimes conducted on imaginary themes and frivolous in nature.
It may be best if suggested wording be used to spell out the meaning of 'dignity and solemnity' within any given procedure so that vows are made that
uphold the legal nature of the occasion.Perhaps a choice could be given of appropriate wording to help the couple consider the full implication of their
actions.

Consultation Question 37:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I think a regulatory body should be involved also, and regular checks.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

How would failure to comply be monitored without a regulatory body?



Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It would need to be robust.

Consultation Question 40:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Time limits would give opportunity for retraining and updating; and only when all proper standards are met should authorisation continue. I would
propose at least every 5 years considering the rapid way changes in society happen these days.

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This would satisfy my previous suggestions

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Both parties should be required to express their consent orally to acknowledge that they understand the legal agreement they are entering into, and only
not orally if there is a speech impediment. Signing should never be sufficient in itself as this gives real opportunity to being misused, as there's no
guarantee that both parties are actually at the ceremony. A public declaration in the presence of witnesses is essential at every marriage ceremony, to
uphold and satisfy the legal requirements of the law.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This should only be done within the official guidelines, with official wording at some point in the ceremony, not entirely at the discretion of the the parties
with an officiant of similar persuasion.
It is so important that marriage is held in honour and from the start put on a serious footing with an understanding that both parties will endeavour with
strong will to stay together for life. This understanding should be clear throughout for the sake of our future families and society as a whole.
Couples need a firm foundation on which to build their future together. something they can look back to and refer to when life gets tough; an agreement
that holds them together through life's storms when love is tested to it's limits.
We must not let this basic requirement be weakened or watered down at all. The seriousness of this commitment cannot be overstated and the strong
promises made and the firm vows expressed will only stand to serve them well whatever their future holds.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes because couples of these persuasions will be in agreement with those requirements.

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Prayers should be allowed especially considering that COVID-19 has put limitations on religious services and there may be other considerations that
individual couples have to take into account that limits them to a civil ceremony only.

Please share your views below:



Prayers should definitely be optional and whatever would comfortably fit into the time allowance, for example a scripture reading or meaningful poem.

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I would prefer to leave this in as a protection for the future. It's surely discretionary but good that it's there in my opinion.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As forced marriage is still a problem within our society this should be kept in.
Marriage should be seen by society as something for everyone to see, an open declaration to all that these two people are committing their lives to each
other, everyone should be able to witness this new creation and if any have legitimate objections they can also freely make them known.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Considering the seriousness of the occasion of marriage I think that only appropriate places should be allowed, places that befit the dignity of what is
being entered into. and which allow for public scrutiny. It is not a time for casualness or insincerity, the venue should be appropriate and conducive to
what is being entered into.
Again it should be open to all and evidence of the willingness of both parties to enter into marriage, thereby reducing the risks of forced marriage and
secrecy.

Please share your views below:

I'm not sure how places would be vetted for 'safety and dignity' but I do feel certain guidelines should be in place to curb those who would enter into
marriage too lightly without due consideration of the solemnity and permanency.
Guidance should be given to the officiates so that they can give approval or otherwise depending on where the proposed venue will be.

Consultation Question 49:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I do think that anyone who has a legitimate interest in the wedding should be allowed access, but not the general public.

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

No

Please expand on your answer:

The belief of those partaking has no dependency on or relationship to the building, which is just that, a building. Those who own the building have the
freedom of discretion to allow it to be used by whoever I would have thought.
Providing the venue fulfills the requirements of law and is a safe and dignified setting, open to the public with the permission of the owner that should be
sufficient.

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Providing the officiant has guidelines to help him/her with their discretionary decision.

Consultation Question 52:



Other

Please expand on your answer:

Though these terms are quite vague and I would prefer them to be more specific.
I think that any location should be open to public scrutiny of the ceremony, and any newly suggested place should be verified by more than one officiant
or a regulatory body. Once this has happened it could possibly be put on an accredited list.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Please clarify the wording of 'safe and dignified' to ensure completely suitable venues only are agreed to.

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

The General Registration Office should be responsible for the list of suitable venues and it's ongoing management regarding adding new venues and
keeping up the standards of existing approved locations.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I strongly feel that these details should be recorded at the time of the actual wedding.

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As long as the present registration process is also in place.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Only in very exceptional circumstances e.g. life threatening illness, etc. Who would judge these circumstances and pronounce validity?

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If they are unable to do this then I would think that they are unable to fulfill the requirements of the law to consent to marriage.

Consultation Question 64:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

If this provides extra safeguards I would prefer it to kept in place.

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes providing they know there will be an officiant who is recognised by the Registrar General

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

I think that the proportion of demand for both would be the same as that on land

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(2) there should be no fee.

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

I feel that it's very important that these laws pertaining to marriage are in place and that any couple desiring to enter into this most solemn and serious
commitment should be happy to conform. What is in place is necessary and right.

Some of the proposals would certainly make it easier in some cases and I trust the new format will encourage and facilitate couples who are
wholeheartedly sure that they want permanency in their relationship to go ahead. The sincere will not be deterred.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Providing these costs are kept minimal I can't see it having a great impact either way.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No view

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

No view

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

No view

Consultation Question 88:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No view

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No view

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No view

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No view

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No view

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No view

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

No view



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUWU-Y

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-31 20:03:03

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

None

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I also consider that the officiant should be obliged to undertake reasonable action to ensure that the marriage is conducted in a dignified manner.

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Currently many churches rely on the presence of a registration officer to be present at wedding ceremonies. This was the case at my own wedding. This
circumstance may arise because the church has a small or elderly membership and is unable to provide a person who would be able to undertake the
responsibilities of an officiant.

The couple wishing to be married may then be forced to be married in a civil ceremony rather than in a preferred religious ceremony.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

The phrase ‘contrary to public policy or morality’ is vague and therefore open to wide interpretation. In particular, public morality is a very fluid concept 
and has changed enormously over the past 70 years. Organisations may have sincerely held beliefs about marriage and sexuality with which a majority of 
current or future society may disagree and therefore fall foul of the law under this proposal. 



It would, however, be proper for organisations which threaten the state with sedition or terrorism to be excluded.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

I think religious organisations should be able to nominate officiants by office - for example, by virtue of being the minister or an elder in a church.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This proposal appears to open the way to someone being appointed as an officiant who has little respect for the institution of marriage or the need of a
wedding to be a dignified ceremony. The would-be officiant might , for example, seek the role for purely pecuniary reasons, and also might exploit the
opportunity to offer bizarre wedding experiences.

There is also the potential for an independent officiant to provide a quasi-religious ceremony that distorts or misrepresents the beliefs of a religion or
combines elements of different religions in a manner that is offensive to each of them.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Although in a market economy one would expect that supply and demand would act as a brake on fees being extortionate, I think that there should be a
mechanism for setting a limit on the level of fees. There could, for example, be areas of the country where there are few officiants, thus allowing that
person a virtual monopoly.

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I think this is of supreme importance, and I think officiants should be liable under law to be able to demonstrate that they have taken reasonable care to
maintain the dignity of marriage. A couple should respect the seriousness of the commitment they are making and not enter into marriage casually.

Consultation Question 36:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I believe the marriage ceremony itself should include an expression of verbal consent. Furthermore, the ceremony should include prescribed words such
as those laid out in the Marriage Act of 1949, thus ensuring the marrying couple understands the solemnity and seriousness of the marriage and the
contract they are undertaking.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The ceremony must reflect the seriousness of the undertaking that is constituted by a marriage. The above proposal is very elastic and opens the way for
weddings to be undertaken in an outlandish and flippant manner. They might also incorporate elements borrowed from the ceremonies of various
religions, potentially causing great offence to members of the respective religions.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

I think that the religious content might include an appropriate scripture, a statement of a particular religion’s understanding of the state of matrimony, or
a prayer of blessing on the marriage.



Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A couple may be married at a time when they hold no particular religious views, yet later they do subscribe to a religion and wish their marriage to be
endorsed and blessed through participating in a religious ceremony.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Although many couples choose not to marry, nonetheless marriage remains an important institution within society and has implications for the wider
society beyond the interests of the couple themselves. The marriage ceremony should continue to be open to public viewing.

Allowing marriage ceremonies to be private, exclusive events potentially has the effect of concealing illegal practices such as forced marriage.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Removing the requirement for there to be a fixed building as the venue for a wedding ceremony has the potential to help some organisations that lack
their own premises, and to reduce costs for couples operating on a low budget.

However, it also provides the opportunity for unsuitable locations to be chosen. It is difficult to see how a wedding could be dignified when held on a busy
beach, or safe when held on top of a moving bus. Removing the provision for a building to be used allows for organisers of weddings to give flight to their
imagination and to devise fantastical locations as their setting . It also would tend to promote less accessible venues to be chosen thus reducing the
possibility of there being public witnessing of the ceremony.

Please share your views below:

Once more the suggestion of holding the marriage on a lake or ‘in the air’ would both end to make the venue less publicly accessible, and to increase the
likelihood of it being undignified.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Once again, a marriage has implications for wider society and choosing exclusive venues will lend itself to malpractices such as forced marriage.

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I consider there must be witnesses to a marriage ceremony to obviate malpractice.

Consultation Question 58:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage represents a solemn commitment of a man and a woman to one another. It is a contract which specifically and solemnly mutually binds them to
one another. Cohabitation alone does not constitute a contract.

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

One party to the marriage may not have given consent, yet be prevented from making such a petition until after three years have elapsed.

Consultation Question 61:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This seems a reasonable safeguard to prevent someone taking advantage of a terminally ill person for financial gain.

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUWY-3

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-31 20:03:05

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Yes all organisations should be upholding the law.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I do not agree with people making this into a business.

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But it is important to define what is considered to be ‘upholding the dignity and solemnity’. Unless it is, there could be a wide interpretation.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I think someone to independently monitor initially would be helpful.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

How is it possible to be married in absentia? This could be open to abuse. Saying something as well as signing a document makes it more definite and
memorable. Multi-sensory. There are already opportunities for couples to add to their prescribed words.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is important that this ceremony is treated with seriousness.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is important that these remain public events as otherwise it could be used in coercive situations.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is a serious event and needs to take place in place which is suitable not a cafe or MacDonalds!

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:



Yes

No

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There may be a considerable amount of pressure on the officiant to agree or it could be open to bribery.

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

How is this to be defined, again there is a lack of clarity on what constitutes ‘safe and dignified’

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Places could be registered as now as meeting the criteria.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There should be witnesses



Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUW6-Z

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-31 20:06:35

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I am married in civil law and in religious ceremony

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This question is not applicable to me

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This question is not applicable to me

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This question is not applicable to me

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

This question is not applicable to me



Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

I have attended and been involved in weddings at church during the pandemic.
They have been solemn and serious occasions of 2 people committing their lives to one another for as long as they live. People rarely make more serious
vows.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The superintendent registrar needs to be satisfied that those getting married are legally allowed to do so, that they are committed to one another, that
they fully intend to keep the commitment/vows they are making and that there is no coercion being placed on them.
They also need to be resident in England or Wales. If they are resident then this does not look onerous.
It may be inconvenient - for a commitment of a lifetime, and given that the couple are in love, this inconvenience seems to be inconsequential.

Consultation Question 5:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I think the decision to get married for life is likely to be the biggest decision of their lives.
There is no need for a rapid start or convenience for such a life long decision.

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

There appears to be an intention to rush the biggest and most important decision a person can make that equaly affects another person. When divorce
happens it is devistating, affects many other members of the family, has a lifelong impact on a couples children and cost the nation billions. I would go for
6 Months.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Surely the concerns about sham or forced marriages come from the in-person interview.
By not having the in-person interview you are less likely to raise such concerns thus negating the intention of your statement.
Of course its possible but you will have left a gaping hole in the effectiveness of the process.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Yes, happy with this.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Fully in agreement with this

Consultation Question 10:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

haven't done my homework on this - don't know what it means.

Consultation Question 11:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Seems reasonable

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Seems reasonable

Please share your views below:

needs defining

Consultation Question 13:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I worship at a free evangelical church not an anglican church. Consequently I will refrain from answering this question.

Consultation Question 14:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I worship at a free evangelical church not an anglican church. Consequently I will refrain from answering this question.

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

I worship at a free evangelical church not an anglican church. Consequently I will refrain from answering this question.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

I worship at a free evangelical church not an anglican church. Consequently I will refrain from answering this question.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

I worship at a free evangelical church not an anglican church. Consequently I will refrain from answering this question.

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

I worship at a free evangelical church not an anglican church. Consequently I will refrain from answering this question.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:



At my church we have a registrar attend but the service is officiated by our minister using words needed in the current legislation. This would cause us to
either have our own registrars (probably all three ministers and or our 2 operations leaders) or to have a non christian wedding as well as the christian
wedding.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Isn't that current? We only have one registrar attend.

Consultation Question 22:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I worship at a free evangelical church not an anglican church. Consequently I will refrain from answering this question.

Consultation Question 23:

No

Please expand on your answer:

1) I am very happy for the elders of our church to nominate officiants for weddings taking place in our church building.
But
The wedding is for the couples marriage to be recognised by the Law and before God - a higher authority still. What other layer of authority would you
want to bring in? Do you really want a lifelong pledge to be recognised by a local club? This hardly gives marriage any significance what-so-ever.

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The description of religion in R (Hodkin) v Registrar General of Births, Deaths and Marriages does not stand any test of efficacy. One could easily define a
joke organisation that meets these terms. This continues to undermine the significance of marriage thus weakening the structure of our society and
causing hurt to those affected when finding that their marriage is worthless in the sight the other person involved and not considered serious in the sight
of the law.

Please share your views below:

Only religeous organisations should be listed.

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

You can easily buy 20 members to produce such an organisation. This is not serious and continues to undermine marriage.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

'contrary to public policy or morality' is subjective and almost by definition - religeous beliefs will conflict with the morality of the day. Hence this will
inevitably lead to the exclusion of religeous organisations.
The very nature of religeon is that it expects its adherents to live in ways that it sees as morally superior to those of non-adherents as these have been
passed to the religeon by a supreme being or beings.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Yes, as those holding office will have been already deemed suitable for the role by the organisation.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is difficult to see this as providing the same rigor, training and seriousness to the process as the current registrars provide. Such officients would be
market driven rather than by the significance of their role reducing further still the nature of the proceedings.

Consultation Question 30:

No

Please expand on your answer:

How on earth are you going to define that.

Consultation Question 31:

No

Please expand on your answer:

You might consider having someone turn up unannounced as an official observation of proceedings so that you can see what they are presiding over.

Consultation Question 32:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Only if applied to independent officients too.

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The current circumstance for funerals where you can only have expensive ones is intollerable and affects those already in a bereaved state.
State registrars need to be kept and good intentions are not good enough as governments change and promises are broken often.

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

But how are you going to define this or police it!

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

That is not monitoring in any effective way. The nominating organisation will have its own prioities.

Consultation Question 38:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

You might as well do the job yourself. You are never going to be able to provide enough resourses to govern this.

Consultation Question 40:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There is a 10 year limit on my passport and other things beside. This needs to be reviewed in a process.

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is no improvement over the current system.

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Within bounderys as at present

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is lilely to undermine the nature of the religeon copied and simply produce mimics of form.

Please share your views below:

This needs to be conducted by an officient of the religeon concerned.

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Why would you do this? Are you talking about immedialty after?
I was married in Hong Kong at a Chinese wedding then again in a registry office wedding and then back to the uk for a blessing.

Consultation Question 47:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is part of the fabric of society. It is important that society is involved.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This will undermine the solemnity of the occasion

outdoors,, on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

This will undermine the solemnity of the occasion

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See previous answer

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Keep it as it is

Consultation Question 52:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Within the bounds of the current rules

No

Please expand on your answer:

Within the bounds of the current rules. There is no reason they should be expected to enter an unsafe building

Consultation Question 53:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Keep it as it is

Please share your views below:

Exactly - bin it



Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Are you interferring with the document after the event? No way.

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Great, let the registrar do it as existing.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Of course you need a signiture and witnesses.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Cohabitation is the purpose of marriage.

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is complicated - keep it the same

Consultation Question 60:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Keep it the same

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But i would do this for everyone.
Note - we are all terminally ill and if nothing else will die of old age.

Consultation Question 64:

No

Please expand on your answer:

keep it the same as existing

Consultation Question 65:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Terminal illness does not need to be treated differently

Consultation Question 66:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Keep it as existing

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Your emergancy responce needs to change to find ways to carry out the ceremony rather than the ceremony changing to meet the needs of the
emergancy responce.
Your ceremony is too important and this importance needs to be recognised in an emergany. If you do as suggested you will continue to undermine the
ceremony after the emergany has passed.

No

Please expand on your answer:

Wrong emphasis see above

No

Please expand on your answer:

Wrong emphasis see above

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Other

Please expand on your answer:



If the cruise ship is a registered for weddings as a building can be today then fine

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

If the ship is a registered for weddings as a building can be today then fine

Consultation Question 71:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

If the cruise ship is a registered for weddings as a building can be today then fine

Consultation Question 72:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Of course there will be

Consultation Question 74:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

1. no
2. may be but are you going to increase the number of subsequent divorces because of not taking the marriage seriously. There is nothing in what you
are proposing to increase the quality of the relationships, you are simply trying to be popular and make a serious commitment easier.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

You are commercialising an already commercial process. You have proposed nothing to reduce the cost.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Marriage should not be a commercial arrangement - remember for richer for poorer!!
The emphasis on money here is unhelpful. You need to minimise the cost for those that need it and this is not done by comercialisation

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

You have wasted your time and could have saved money by not carrying out this exercise.
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I am in marriage between a man and a woman which was effected in a Church environment , with a Registrar and Church Minister in attendance.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This does not apply to me - please see answer to previous question

Other

Please expand on your answer:

It was mine and my wife's choice to have a Church wedding.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This question to does not apply to my circumstances.

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:



Does not apply to me.

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

We have not had any experiences of marriage during the Covid-19 pandemic.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I believe that notice should continue to be given to the registration district to maintain the seriousness of the marriage commitment.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

I feel the time should be at least 1 month to give both parties to the marriage time to consider their commitment.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

No - I consider it important for all interviews to be face to face.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

I agree

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

No substitute official should only act in the above circumstances (question 12)



Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Banns should be published in all counties of the U.K.

Consultation Question 14:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

No. Banns should be published in the Churches of both parties.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

I agree with this comment.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

I agree.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

I agree with the first comment.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Registration officers should also be in attendance at marriages carried out on Church premises - as they are at present.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See answer to question 21.

Consultation Question 23:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

No - i believe that all weddings, apart from those carried out at a Registrar's Office, should be officiated by a Christian Minister.

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

I do not agree with these statements

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

No I do not agree. Only Registrars and Ministers of Religion should be nominated to officiate.

Consultation Question 28:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See answer to question 27

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See answers to questions 26 & 27

Consultation Question 30:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Officiants should have a wider responsibility to ensure that the content and tone of the legal ceremony upholds the dignity and solemnity of marriage.
The proposals need to define what is meant by 'dignity' and 'solemnity'. The consultation seems to view ceremonies taking place 'in the air' as being
compatible with these tests, which suggests they are easy standards to reach.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

1) It should not be possible for someone to get married without being present at the marriage ceremony. Simply signing the marriage schedule is
inadequate.
2) Couples would be able to say anything they like or nothing at allk. This is a major departure from the puiblic declarations always considered
foundational to the legal marriage ceremony.
3)The new proposals risk undermining the solemnity of the wedding ceremony and denying the seriosness of the commitment being made.
4) There is already a large amount of flexibility in the wedding ceremony. The prescribed words are minimal and couples can add to them ion all sorts of
ways.
5)It is not very much to ask that some specific phrases are used to show that poth people freely consent to the lifetime commitment they are entering
into.
6)The idea that a couple should be able to completely personalise their ceremony comes from a wrong view of marriage. A wedding is not just about the
couple. The couple enter into a union which is understood by society and has been legally defined. So society and the law have an interest in the making
of a public declaration. The logic of a wholly self-defined marriage ceremony is for marriage to be decoupled from the law and wider society. Marriage
would become an entirely private matter, rather like a personal hobby.



Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

1) I wish to emphasise the seriousness and solemnity of a marriage ceremony. A particular ceremony should not just be allowed because the couple
wants it, but because it is appropriate for such a significant event.
2) The idea that a couple should be able to choose everything about a wedding ceremony comes from a wrong view of marriage. A wedding is a public
declaration in which society and the state have an interest.
3) When you see wedding ceremonies in films like 'Lord of the Rings' , 'Beauty and the Beast', 'Star Wars' with one of these films having a Woodland Fairy
themed ceremony with ponies dressed as unicorns, it is doubtful that many of these reflected how seriously marriage should be taken.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If the marriage partners expressly request this, then it should be granted.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

1) The 'open doors' requirement helps convey the public nature of wedding declarations.
2) The open doors requirement was introduced hundreds of years ago as a protection against forced marriage. This is still a problem within our society at
the present time.
3) Removing the requirement encourages a false perception that marriage is a private matter without any public significance.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A marriage ceremony is a very serious and solemn occasion. Venus should not simply be allowed because marrying couples want them, but because they
are appropriate places to hold such a significant ceremony.

Please share your views below:

Would this mean that weddings could be held in the local McDonalds? I would hope not!
Unofficial wedding ceremonies have taken place in a dungeon, underwater, and at a Comic Book convention with a couple dressed as comic book heroes.
It would be completely incompatible with the dignityu of marriages for venues like these to host wedding ceremonies.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

No



No

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There is a lack of clarity in how venues would be tested for 'dignity' and 'safety'. As the terms are not defined, stringent safeguards should be proposed.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

It should be the local Marriage Registrar to make these decisions.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 59:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(2) there should be no fee.

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

The current law does not discourage or prevent couples from getting married but makes it clear what is expected of them.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I think the existing guidelines for marrying couples are quite clear.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

The purpose of a proposed marriage is NOT to consider the costs involved and possible savings. It is the act of union of one man and one woman in the
sight of God and should not be denigrated.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Should be in-person.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Also publish online.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:



No

Please expand on your answer:

It will end up that almost anyone can officiate.

Consultation Question 30:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Too much risk of unsuitable people being nominated by some organisations.

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Impossible to enforce.

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

How is the monitoring supposed to take place. Will sufficient/any funding be made available for this? - I doubt it.

Consultation Question 40:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Who will pay for this continuing professional development?

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

What's wrong with the existing system of expressing consent verbally at the ceremony rather than "or otherwise"?

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

That could be almost anything!

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Why not have a religious ceremony after a civil one?

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Forced marriages?

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Could restrict access.

on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.



Please share your views below:

Could restrict access to others.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Weddings should be accessible.

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

But it probably wont be dignified!

Other

Please expand on your answer:

And the guidance would be, what?

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences



Consultation Question 57:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Shouldn't 3. be either party? I don't understand 4.

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If they recover, will they become unmarried?

Consultation Question 66:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Marriage should be permanent.

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Restricts access.

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Restricts access.

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

No.

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

It might encourage couples to marry but seems to trivialise marriage.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUWF-G

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-31 21:13:50

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:



No

Please expand on your answer:

To prevent one or both parties acting fraudulently.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As long as the in-person interview is an absolute requirement.

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

At least four to six weeks.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

No. No remote interviews. In- person interviews should be mandatory.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Notice should be given where the intended participants are known.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Six months would provide more security.

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Why stigmatise Scotland, Northern Ireland or Ireland.
Banns need to be published where the parties are known and also in the area where they live should this be different from where they actually come
from.

Consultation Question 14:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Nowadays banns need to be much more widely circulated than just in the church where the marriage is to take place.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes to both.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

There is no need to precede a Church wedding ceremony with a civil ceremony as the Churches are licensed to perform marriages.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes if they are properly trained.

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Anything that promotes the unlawful, contrary to public policy or morality should not be allowed.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

No.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If this is allowed.

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If this is allowed.

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If they are allowed.

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If they are allowed.

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Ambiguous question.

Consultation Question 35:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, as long as the General Register Office preserves the dignity, solemnity and integrity of marriage.

Consultation Question 37:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Surely the organisation which nominated the officiant should also be monitored.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

1a Consent must be made orally.
1b Expression of no impediment must be public.
2 Yes.
3,4 The consent must be clearly made during the ceremony and the signing done
immediately after the ceremony.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The wedding ceremony must always preserve the seriousness of marriage which should not be undertaken lightly. The ceremony must, at all times be
dignified, with care taken over the pronouncing of the vows and with the couple realising that marriage is for life. It should never be reduced to
something resembling a Disney production.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



And Roman catholic Weddings too.

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The fact that marriage is for life until the death of one of the parties.

Please share your views below:

As above.

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

To repeal this would lead to forced marriages going unnoticed.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not all venues are capable of preserving the dignity and importance of marriage.

Please share your views below:

None of the above. Marriage is not only the union of the two parties but the union of two families resulting in the formation of a new family and the
venue must reflect the solemnity of the occasion.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Again we have to guard against the possibility of forced marriages. And marriage is not a private event. The couple and their families must be able to be
open to those around them.

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

2 `A person acting as officiant` If this person is not an official officiant the marriage should be declared invalid.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Again this seems to concentrate on turning the wedding ceremony into a show rather than concentrating on the seriousness of the wedding which will
require that the couple think very deeply about what marriage entails. People can get carried away by romantic notions.

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Same reasons as above.

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

No, for the same reasons as above.

Consultation Question 71:

Other



Please expand on your answer:

I do not agree with any of this.

Consultation Question 72:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Again, I do not agree with any of this.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Do not agree with any of this.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Does not apply if these venues are not allowed.

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

I have not heard of any such demand.

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Do not agree with any of this.

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

If your approach to marriage is based on preparing heterosexual couples for this huge undertaking in their lives in order to found stable families which
are the bedrock of society you should succeed in attracting couples to solemnise their union by getting married.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

As you don`t give any idea of present day costs it is impossible to comment.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Wedding venues must reflect the dignity and solemn nature of marriage where a couple publicly declares their vows. This cannot be done in private
homes or outdoors etc. and there must always be suitable venues which are reasonably priced in order that anyone, no matter what their means, is able
to afford a wedding.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

See above.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Weddings should not be business opportunities. All these unusual places for weddings trivialise the solemnity and dignity of marriage and reduce it to
mounting a show.

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Again, choosing an exotic location for a wedding detracts from the real essence of a wedding. The wedding unites two families many of whom may not be
able to afford the cost of the journey to an exotic location.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

As above.

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUXZ-5

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-31 22:31:18

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Many churches rely on civil registrars to register weddings as they don’t have authorised people themselves.
This may pose a danger to some churches falling foul of wedding laws as they are required to take responsibility for unfamiliar legalities in order to hold a
religious ceremony.

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

To allow independent officiants would open the door to those who may not hold marriage in high regard.

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The commitment made in marriage must be taken very seriously, without the prescribed words it is much easier to treat the ceremony casually.

The prescribed words form a foundation for the declarations that are required for a marriage. Without them the wedding ceremony can be meaningless
as a couple or officiant chooses, and legal marriage can become nothing more than a certificate from the government.

Consultation Question 43:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Open Doors requirement is a valuable part of wedding celebrations, this makes it clear that marriage is not a private affair but is important to society as a
whole. It also ensures weddings are open to the public and guards against forced marriages and bigamy.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There are serious concerns as to what safeguards are in place that will prevent unsuitable venues being used.

Unofficial weddings have been conducted underwater or at a comic book convention, such settings clearly trivialise marriage.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YFHX-4

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2020-12-31 22:52:36

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

None

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::
County (optional)

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

My marriage is legally recognised

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

I cannot imagine why anyone would want a marriage which has no legal effect unless it is to hide something such as a forced marriage.

Consultation Question 3:



Please share your views below:

No direct experience. However we should not introduce changes because of a temporary pandemic.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is amongst other things a public declaration of the commitment of the parties. The ability to do this in a place where they are not known
deflects from the public nature of the ceremony.

Consultation Question 5:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I fail to see what useful purpose this would serve and it is open to abuse.

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

28 days seems about right. It will be some deterrence to those attempting to break the law, for example forced marriages.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

It will not always be possible to spot the sham or forced marriage so the requirement should remain in all cases.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This can only be good as a deterrent to law breakers.

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The system has stood the test of time. Don't mend what isn't broken.

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

No- the more a forthcoming marriage is advertised the better

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Power to do so is good so long as it is not mandatory.

Seeing a couple separately would be good practice. It would help stop forced marriage and other rule breaking.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

No they have to make that decladation in the service anyway.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

I see no reason why a civil preliminary is needed for an Anglican wedding. It is an unneccesary burden upon both church and stare.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Just be careful not to impose too strict a duty on officials re the consent issue. They can't be mind readers. A duty to take all reasonable steps should be
sufficient so long as guidance is given on what constitutes reasonableness.

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Ministers of religion should officiate at religious ceremonies.

Consultation Question 21:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A second pair of eyes could be useful in doubtful cases.

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



This is just sensible.

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This seems sensible.

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Guidance should be issued.

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

No. This would enable the authorities to deny the right of officials to officiate simply because, for example, the official does not adhere to current mores
such as same sex marriage. This would be unconciable.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

So long as no organisation is compelled to accept any particular officiant on the register.

Consultation Question 30:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Again only reasonable steps should be the duty.

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not sure what is meant by this but please do not try to teach experienced officiant how to do their job.

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I see great danger in this-- the state could remove those who simply disagree with current mores.

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The parties must be obliged to say they are legally free to marry each other. This is a deterrent to would be law breakers. The proposal ironically detracts
from the dignity of the ceremony.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:



There are very few mandatory words and these should be maintained. Otherwise, parties could remove the promise to be faithful to death this
diminishing marriage as a life long commitment.

Consultation Question 44:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See above

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I can see no reason for this. It would be an infringement of liberty.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It would take away the public nature of marriage and would assist potential law breakers such as forced marriages.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Anywhere could mean anything. Not only would this detract from the seriousness of marriage but also the open nature of marriage ceremonies would be
threatened. There is nothing wrong with the present system unless you want to devalue marriage even further.

Please share your views below:

The existing law is sufficient.

Consultation Question 49:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I am not sure what this means but if it would affect the public nature of marriage it should be resisted.

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There needs to be a complete distinction between religious and none religious weddings. It would not be right for a religious setting to be used for a none
religious wedding because this could well offend against the beliefs of the religion concerned- and vice versa.

Consultation Question 51:



No

Please expand on your answer:

This must be a matter for the law which needs to preserve the importance of marriage and its public nature.

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

See my answer above. This is a matter for the law to ensure.

No

Please expand on your answer:

See above

Consultation Question 53:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See above

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Remove the reference to parent. Everyone has a biological father and mother.

Consultation Question 55:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Very few people speak Welsh only and both languages should be used in that country. Otherwise the public nature of marriage will be undermined.

Consultation Question 56:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is open to abuse.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

If this were to be enacted the law should ensure that the act was intentional and that actual knowledge is required not presumed knowledge.

No

Please expand on your answer:

Witnesses are important for the public nature of marriage.



Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This would make it easier for both fake and forced marriages. I cannot imagine why the Commission thinks this would be a good idea.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is public matter and is a matter of fact not presumption.

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If this is practicable. The interview should be legally obliged to take place as an urgent priority to prevent a marriage from not taking place because the
party in question died before the interview.

Consultation Question 64:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The current law is not broken so please don't try and fix it.

Consultation Question 65:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Medical prognosis are not exact.

Consultation Question 66:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Why should such persons be subject to such a condition?

Consultation Question 67:



No

Please expand on your answer:

This would increase the risk of unlawful marriages. Again I cannot see why on earth the Commission would countenance this. Some things are just not
doable remotely if they are to be done properly.

No

Please expand on your answer:

See above

No

Please expand on your answer:

See above

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

What would this achieve?

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See above

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

No.

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Why should the officiant be anonymous if it isn't for some underhand reason? The Commission really needs to take a long hard look at itself for some of
these proposals which would make law breaking easier and marriage undermined.

Consultation Question 72:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See above

No

Please expand on your answer:

See above

No

Please expand on your answer:

See above

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:



Not such a number as comes close to making a law change desirable.

Consultation Question 74:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I am opposed to marriage ceremonies at such a venue

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This offends against equity legislation.

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Same fee

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There should be no such pre approval process.

Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Some of the proposals would only lead to an increase in forced and sham marriages. Don't go there.

If as a society we really want to encourage marriage we should-

1.Stop trying to give the benefits of marriage to those who cohabit.
2. Stop pretending that cohabitation is as good as marriage-- it really isn't.
3.Reinforce our commitment to marriage through the taxation system. This is not bribing people to marry. Rather it shows the approval of society to
marriage. Many studies show that marriage is the best situation in which to bring up children.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::
UK

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The first question you need to ask in your "consultation" is: what does a wedding signify? Is it just some sort of personal decision which may indicate
varying levels of preference or a serious lifelong promise made to a spouse?
If you don't want a legally binding wedding, why would you want to get married?
If you want to share in a significant existential experience (e.g. go on an around the world cruise together) or have a great celebration with all your
friends, you can do that without getting married!

No

Please expand on your answer:

The answer to the experience of detrimental consequences from not being in a legally recognised marriage is to get married according to the law of the
land!

Consultation Question 2:



Please share your views below:

This question contains unacknowledged presuppositions and is phrased in a tortuous manner, leading me to say, "I disagree with the question!"
It does not seem a sensible way of proceeding to say that existing marriage laws should be overturned because some people desire that the law conform
to fit in with their preferences of what will constitute a happy day for them.
For example, it would be absurd if the marriage vows for the participants in a wedding discarded the promise to be faithful to each other for the reason
that they found it more "meaningful" to retain the option of cohabiting with somebody else in the future!

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Too much reliance upon remote interviews (e.g.to save money) could lend itself to a higher risk of sham or forced marriages taking place without being
detected by the registrar.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

No



Please expand on your answer:

Why? - if marriage rules apply in the same way in different parts of the UK? (although Ireland could be an exception because it is not part of the UK).

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

It would be preferable to publish the banns to authorize an Anglican wedding in the churches represented by both the bride and the bridegroom (if they
live in different places).

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Why should the clergy not be allowed to call for documentary evidence to check that the marriage is lawful and conforms to the rules of the church?
Similarly, it is reasonable that the clergy have the opportunity to explain the Christian meaning of marriage to each of the couple before they get married
in a church.
Taking these powers away from the clergy would represent a gross interference by the secular state, subverting the freedom of the church to act
independently from the government.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Why should registration officers should only be able to officiate at civil weddings if their services would also be helpful at some religious ceremonies; for
example, a church which does not have its own authorized person?
Since approximately half present places of worship do not have a person authorized to conduct weddings, the proposal to confine registration officers to
civil weddings would have a negative effect upon the quality of experience of weddings planned for religious venues.

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

The idea of excluding organisations from nominating officials which "...promote purposes that are unlawful or contrary to public policy or morality" is a
too subjective form of words which could be abused to become a mechanism for penalizing moral views that contradict prevailing opinion, which changes
over time.
This form of words could be used by the legal system, for example, to effectively suppress and censor the beliefs about marriage of religious
organisations ( e.g. conservative Christians, Muslims and Jews) which do not conform to LGBT+ ideology.
Marriage law could then be used as a "Trojan horse" by central government to intimidate freedom of speech and association by previously independent
religious organisations.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The inclusion of independent officiants enabled by the government to officiate at weddings would represent a retrograde step leading inevitably to a
trivialization of the seriousness of the marriage ceremony, for the sake of a minority of couples who have eccentric preferences, such as underwater
weddings etc.
The present system of having highly trained registrars or religious representatives with strongly held beliefs on marriage is preferable for promoting
marriage as a necessary institution for the long term well-being of society and is preferable in comparison with ephemeral personal gimmicks (which are
only of temporary significance to the people concerned).

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The prescribed words form a foundation for the declarations that are required for a marriage. If a couple do not wish to make a lifelong commitment to
each other in marriage vows, another option is available to them in contemporary society which is open ended co-habitation. So, why the need for a
proposal to effectively dispense with assent to marriage vows, as if that option is not freely available outside marriage?!
Personalised wedding ceremonies without legally required words would sent the message that marriage is an entirely private matter when, in reality, it is
a public legal commitment.
Under these proposals, it would be possible to have a marriage which could be as meaningless as the couple or officiant chooses, and marriage would be
reduced to nothing more than a certificate issued by the government.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:



This proposal is too subjective and constitutes too much emphasis upon individual preferences of the parties or the person chosen to be the officiant to
the detriment of the seriousness of the commitment the parties are making. It effectively reduces the content of marriage promises to, "marriage means
what marriage means to me". In one sense this is actually true for every individual but, in legal terms, it reduces marriage to anything and even nothing.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This proposal is a bad idea because the requirement for a wedding to take place with open doors reflects the reality that marriage is not a wholly private
matter but rather is important for society as a whole.
Wedding ceremonies which are open to any member of the public rather than just those invited is a way of protecting the institution of marriage from
abuse - for example, forced marriage and bigamy. Such abuses would be powerfully protected by the idea of a marriage which is a private matter, hidden
from public view.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

A certain amount of flexibility with venue would be helpful. For example, churches which do not have their own buildings but meet in venues such as
community centres or schools would benefit from holding weddings in those locations.
However, the idea of holding legal weddings "anywhere" potentially conflicts with the requirement for such ceremonies to be dignified. What is dignified
about a wedding taking place underwater or in fancy dress etc? How will the dignity of a venue be protected if the preferences of the wedding couple
trump all other considerations?

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Your provisional proposals could lead to more couples getting legally married but not knowing why they consented to it because they never made any
serious promises to each other and simply obtained a marriage certificate. Couples would participate in a wedding event which was more akin to a circus
than a serious social contract.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:



Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YDNQ-1
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

N/a

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
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that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

My partner and I are engaged but not yet married.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

N/a

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

N/a

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

N/a

Consultation Question 2:



Please share your views below:

We are not yet married, but my partner and I are very keen to see wedding laws reformed so that couples can get legally married outdoors in a place and
manner that is meaningful to us. We are not religious so do not want a church wedding, and most other legally licenced venues are either prohibitively
expensive, or have no real personal meaning for us, so we had been exploring the option of having a non-legally binding ceremony somewhere that
means something to us (either the garden of a childhood home or on the Breidden Hill which is of personal significance for us). But this would mean
having to hold a separate legal ceremony at a registry office in order to be legally married, which adds to the cost, creates extra work for couples, and also
potentially extra stress. I know we would struggle to choose who to invite to the legal ceremony if we had to have one, so if we could just have one legally
binding ceremony somewhere that is meaningful for us then it would be so much simpler.

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

We had hoped to hold our wedding in June 2021 but as there is so much uncertainty, we decided to postpone for another year. I have close family and
friends who live in the US and Europe, and it is uncertain whether travel restrictions would be relaxed enough to allow them to travel in June 2021, and as
travel from the US in particular is so expensive we wanted to make sure there was enough notice for guests to plan their flights safe in the knowledge
that they would be able to travel for the wedding. We also felt that due to other couples having to re-schedule their weddings due to covid-19, that
venues in 2021 would be booking up quicker than normal. We didn't want to be rushed into booking a venue, especially when none that we had seen
really fit what we wanted anyway.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No strong views on this.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

In times of covid-19 and remote working I feel this is an appropriate step to take, and will hopefully help further streamline the marriage registration
process.

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

I don't have strong views on this matter.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

I think it is very important that in-person interviews still happen where there are concerns about sham or forced marriages, or where there are concerns
about capacity to consent, however in most cases I think a remote interview would be sufficient.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Yes, I think this should be possible.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, planning applications, local government agendas, casual vacancy notices, and other public documents are viewable online so I don't see why it
should be any different for a marriage notice.

Consultation Question 10:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This seems very sensible.

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is very sensible and will prevent unnecessary stress for couples due to be married.

Please share your views below:

No views.

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

No views on this.

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

No views on this.

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

No views on this.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

No views on this.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

I feel that it makes sense that both of the couple should attend and make the necessary declarations if they are planning an Anglican wedding.

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not sure. I feel there should definitely be more standardisation in the wedding preliminary process overall, and that religious weddings should go
through similar processes as for non-religious weddings. However I know for some religious couples that the preliminaries through their church are an
important and meaningful step in the process of getting married, and that they would like their priest/church to be involved in that process.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This makes a lot of sense to me.

Consultation Question 20:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This makes sense, as I imagine that religious couples would certainly want someone from their faith to officiate their wedding, rather than a registration
officer who may not necessarily know much about that faith or be suitably qualified to officiate religious weddings.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I've never really understood why two people were ever necessary in the first place, and it will hopefully help reduce the cost for couples.

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I wouldn't have any issue with this.

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, this feels appropriate. In particular I would like to see humanist celebrants recognised as officiants, as for many couples this fits better with their
personal beliefs and it is unfair that they cannot currently have a legally binding humanist wedding in England and Wales.

Consultation Question 24:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I don't have a strong view on this, but it certainly makes sense that there should be a definition as to what constitutes a non-religious belief organisation if
the government decides to allow them to officiate at legally binding wedding ceremonies.

Please share your views below:

Potentially. I think that this might help retain the solemnity of the marriage, but off the top of my head I can't think of any specific types organisations that
should be excluded from officiating at weddings.

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

I haven't thought about this much, but I think it would need to be very clearly defined what was meant by "contrary to morality" as that could be defined
very differently by different groups.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

No strong views on this.



Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This makes sense to me.

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No strong views

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, but I think that the reformed wedding law and/or subsequent guidance issued to religious and non-religious organisations should make it very clear
what is meant by fit and proper so that the standards of officiants are similar whatever the type of wedding.

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This all makes perfect sense to me.

Consultation Question 32:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I don't have strong views on this, as I don't actually know how much it costs to have a religious wedding and how much of that is "profit" for that
organisation. I understand that for some churches, weddings and christenings are an important source of income for them, and that some churches may
struggle financially if they were to reduce the costs of weddings, but equally I don't feel profit should be the focus for these organisations. Though I
suppose if a couple feels strongly enough that they want a religious wedding, then maybe they won't mind paying a bit more of they know it will support
their religious organisation.

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

No strong views. Maybe there should be guidelines on appropriate fees though.

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not sure. I can see there being some situations where someone may be a nominated officiant for a particular religious organisation, but who is also a
close friend/relative of a couple who do not share that faith, but who potentially might wish that person to officiate at their wedding in an independent
capacity. It may not happen very often though.

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Absolutely agree with this.

Consultation Question 36:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes this seems like a very sensible idea.

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not sure what this question means. Does this mean that once someone is authorised they would be authorised for life? If so, then as long as they comply
with legislations, and continue to meet the necessary standards in terms of CPD etc, then I would have no issue with this.

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No opinion on this

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I don't have a strong view on it for myself, but I can see there might be some couples who would like to have some religious content in an otherwise civil
ceremony.

Please share your views below:



Can't think of any specific examples.

Consultation Question 46:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No strong views, but I expect the reasoning behind this proposal is that this might cause complications in terms of both ceremonies being legally binding
and there being duplicate records of the registration of the marriage.

Consultation Question 47:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, if all other legal requirements have been dealt with as part of the proposed preliminaries then I don't see the need for ceremonies to open for public
access.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I strongly agree with this. There are many outdoor locations that are far more meaningful for me and my partner where I would prefer to be legally
married. Local licensed wedding venues that include an outdoor option have no personally significance for us, and are often priced way beyond what my
fiancee and I could possibly afford, but if we could get legally married anywhere, this would open up a lot of options for us that would be more financially
viable, including one of our parents' homes/gardens, or where we got engaged for example. At the moment it is likely we will have to have a separate
(smaller) civil ceremony to be legally married as well as a non-legal ceremony at a location of our choice which obviously adds to the cost, and also
complications in terms of choosing who is invited to the legal ceremony. Local registry offices are also not exactly inspiring settings so it would be much
nicer to just have one legal ceremony in the location of our choice.

outdoors,, on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

I think any of these should be a legal option for couples wanting to get married. Other countries allow this so I don't see why it should be a problem in the
UK.

Consultation Question 49:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Strongly agree with this. This would enable couples to potentially get married at home or other private location of their choice.

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

No

Please expand on your answer:

I think if the venue/organisation had no issues with a ceremony of a different type (religious/non-religious/civil) being held there then the law should not
prohibit this possibility. There are many couples who may not share the same beliefs as each other, or who perhaps are not particularly religious but their
local church/religious venue still holds personal significance for them (parents/grandparents were married or are buried there), and it could open up
more options to such couples if they were not restricted by the type of venue that was legally allowed to hold the ceremony they want.

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Strongly agree with this. Properly trained officiants will be best placed to judge if a location is suitable.

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

No specific views on this, but it seems a good idea to speed up the process so that venues that hold ceremonies often (e.g. hotels) don't have to be
assessed for suitability each time by the officiant (which will also save the officiant time).

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I agree with the other parts, but I don't see why it should be necessary to list the parents' occupations on the marriage schedule.

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

No strong views

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, but perhaps special circumstances should be given to the amount of notice required if someone is terminally ill.

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

No strong opinion

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

No opinion

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

No opinion

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

In times of covid this would have allowed many couples to continue with the legal side of the wedding plans, even if they couldn't have a reception.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



No opinion

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

No opinion

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

No opinion

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

No opinion

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

No opinion

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

No opinion

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

No opinion

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

No opinion

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

No opinion

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No strong views.

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It's not what I would want personally (see other answers), but for some couples this is what they want, so they should be able to do this.

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This seems fair to me.

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not sure that people who are housebound should be classed in the same group as people who are detained, but in any case I can certainly see that there
may be compassionate grounds for charging a reduced fee for people who are housebound.

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

I'm not sure, I think the fee should definitely be less than for other couples, but I also understand that there are costs to officiating a wedding, so not sure
if it should be totally free of charge, as that potentially puts a financial burden on the individual officiant. I suppose the officiant could opt to waive their
fee if they chose to.

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It makes sense that there should be a fee for assessing an application, in order to ensure that standards are maintained and that "would be" officiants are
indeed "fit and proper" - most other sectors will have an equivalent charge for a qualification or certification so it seems very sensible in this case.

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::
-

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

one month minimum

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Not remotely

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

All parties should be responsible for upholding the dignity and solemnity of marriage.

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

The choice of venue must reflect the dignity and solemnity of marriage and reflect the fact that it is a binding ceremony.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Open doors is a safeguard against forced marriage and any marriage is of public significance.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

All venues should reflect the dignity, solemnity and binding nature of marriage.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered



Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Please clarify what is meant here by dignified and safe.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:
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Name:
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I am an ordained minister of the Church of England.

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

I do not wish my response to this consultation to be treated as confidential.

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:



N/A

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

No experiences

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is wise for reasons of identification to link physically the couple to the superintendent registrar of the district prior to their giving notice of intention to
marry.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As long as the in-person interview was not postponed until the last moment before the wedding was due to take place.

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

As a matter of principle the interviews should be required in-person. Remote interviews do not allow the same kind of personal contact, necessary to
gauge the authenticity of the petition to get married. However, whilst the restrictions imposed due to the pandemic are in force, the interview would have
to be via a video link.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

The notice should be given within England and Wales, presuming that one member of the couple is resident in those two nations. It should also be
required that the proper legal authentication of the nationality of the member of the couple living outside either England or Wales be supplied at the time
of giving notice. It should also be required that the couple be interviewed together by the competent authority at least 7 days prior to the wedding.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

In order to safeguard the validity of their right to get married.
I am not sure what kind of risk of harm is being envisaged. For those couples who do not wish their pending marriage to be made public, it would be
relatively easy to invent some kind of harm. I am not sure that this option should be given them. If it is given, then the law should specify examples of
what is being referred to.

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Other

Please expand on your answer:



In principle yes. However, the question of independent officiants has not yet been raised in the consultation. I will have something more to say about this
later on.

Consultation Question 12:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This is acceptable, if it is part of what the present law requires.

Please share your views below:

This question is not clear. What other circumstances are envisaged, apart from the one mentioned in question 12 of the named officiant not being able to
participate because of death, illness or delay? My inclination would be to say no.

Consultation Question 13:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

At the present moment banns are read in the parish church where each of the couples is resident as well as the church where they are to be married. If in
the highly unlikely event of one of these churches being damaged, the banns would still be read in the other churches.

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

The answer is no. The purpose of the banns being read is to confirm that there is no legal impediment to the couple getting married. The reason for
reading them in the parish churches where they are resident is that it is more likely that they will be known in that area than one that is remote, which
has been chosen for the wedding.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes. I cannot see any reason why this should be changed. The purpose of both 1. and 2. is to check on the legal validity of their marriage proposal. The
clergy person doing the checking and meeting with the couple separately does not have to be the one officiating at the wedding.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, as long as they are fulfilled with due diligence. I cannot see any reason for changing the law. In my experience, Anglican clergy take this responsibility
very seriously.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I am not sure how this proposal differs from what is already required in law. As far as the Anglican Church is concerned the person who conducts the 
marriage ceremony is authorised and responsible for ensuring that all the proper legal requirements are carried out to the letter. I imagine that in the



case of a civil wedding the registrar would have to fulfil the same obligations.

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There are a number of religious bodies that without the presence of registration officers would not be able to solemnise a marriage. Not all of them have
the resources to appoint their own officiant. This proposal, therefore, would be damaging to their ability to offer a wedding ceremony in a place familiar
to those wishing to be married there.

Consultation Question 21:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I think that it depends on their experience in conducting civil weddings. Where a registrar is in the process of being trained, a more senior registrar
should be present to guide the trainee through the ceremony.

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is the present case. An ordained minister of an Anglican Church is required to undergo usually a period of at least 3 years training under the
supervision of an experienced minister. During the first year of that training, the person concerned is ordained as a Deacon, and he or she is limited in
what they are able to do. After one year, if the apprenticeship has proved satisfactory, the person is ordained priest and authorised by the bishop to take
part in all the ministries of the church. It might, therefore, be worth while consulting with the Church authorities about a preference for permission to
officiate at weddings being postponed until after the person's first year in office.

Consultation Question 23:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I think that such a proposal would need to be handled exceedingly careful. As far as the Anglican Church is concerned permission to officiate is tightly
controlled by an extended process of training, leading to the recognition that the person concerned has the appropriate calling, gifts, abilities, and
experience to be a leader in the Christian community. This is carefully regulated by the canons (authorised procedures) of the Church.
In the case of other faith communities or non-religious groups how would such recognition of officiants be equally carefully controlled? I believe that
society would wish to know that those chosen to conduct weddings had been through a rigorous process of testing and training, and that such a process
was submitted to and approved by the appropriate state authorities. It would not be a case of the authority just asking for volunteers, but of people duly
nominated and selected because they had the proper calling, gifts, and abilities and were willing to undergo proper training for the office.

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The definition given is an inadequate attempt to define a concept. It needs further filling out. A secular belief system is usually defined by secularists in
distinction from and often hostility to orthodox religious beliefs. See, for example, A. C. Grayling, The God Argument: The Case against Religion and for
Humanism (London: Bloomsbury, 2013). Such a body should, at the least, have a written document drawn up by the recognised elected authorities of that
body that spells out its philosophical and ethical beliefs in some detail. It is possible that a secular body could profess beliefs that do not conform to
generally accepted codes of practice in society, but this would not be known unless they were openly professed.
Moreover, I think, for the body to gain social recognition, it should have a certain number of signed up members, and be properly registered by the
appropriate state authority. In other words, the kind of belief organisation envisaged in the question must adhere to properly laid-down requirements,
not the least being its view of the meaning of marriage.

Please share your views below:

There should be such a list, characterised in general terms. They should only be organisations that possess a carefully thought out, coherent, basic set of
beliefs about what it means to be human, the purpose of existence, the foundation of moral convictions. They should not be any organisation that is
involved in partisan political commitments of any persuasion, nor any organisation that exists for limited ends, such as charities, commercial ventures,
think tanks, educational institutions, etc. It will, of course, be difficult to attempt to list an exhaustive directory of such organisations.

Consultation Question 25:

No



Please expand on your answer:

These requirements are insufficient. The number of 20 is inadequate. The body concerned must have been in existence for x number of years (say 25). Its
moral rectitude must be wholly above suspicion. It must abide by the requirement to have a settled, comprehensive set of religious or philosophical
beliefs and moral convictions. Its wedding service must include the prescribed requirements for the service to fulfil the liabilities necessary for the
wedding to be considered a legally recognised event.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

The problem with this proposal is to define "purposes that are unlawful or contrary to public policy or morality." The definition is far too general. For
example, a public policy may be a particular political programme (such as leaving the European Union, raising or lowering taxes, redefining hate crimes,
etc.). Promoting purposes that are unlawful may be campaigns to get certain laws changed, so that they are no longer unlawful. Morality depends entirely
on who defines what is moral and immoral. British society at the moment is deeply divided on a number of fundamental moral issues, particularly those
to do with sexual identity, the sale of military weapons to other nations and the environment. Unless this proposal is redefined in such terms that the
promotion of purposes that are contrary to what is here designated - unlawful, contrary to public policy or morality - could secure a conviction in a court
of law, it is unworkable.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

See my answer to question 23. I think the answer to this question is no, for the conducting of weddings requires special personal endowments. Moreover,
in the kind of bodies envisaged the offices may be of limited duration, although this would presumably not be the case of religious leaders of recognised
religions (e.g. rabbis, imams). This would suggest that the office should be for life.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I will give reasons when the question about independent officiants is raised.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This goes without saying. The question is how the definition of "fit and proper" is determined. I have made some suggestions above, see question 23.

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I agree, but only if Parliament agrees that there should be independent officiants. As I will argue later, I don't think such a move is appropriate for the
responsibilities to be undertaken.

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is one of the arguments against the authorisation of independent officiants.

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:



This is basically the commercialisation of the office of officiant.
The reason for objecting to the authorisation of independent officiants hangs on two main premises. In the first place, they would be self-appointed, in
the sense of being able to nominate themselves. Unlike all the other possible bodies given permission to nominate officiants, such as have up to now
been discussed in the proposals, independent officiants would have no legally recognised body to whom they were accountable. They would not have to
abide by the religious, philosophical or moral tenets and principles of the body that appoints them. Their motivation for applying for the job could,
therefore, be incompatible with promoting the dignity and solemnity of marriage, namely to gain financial advantages from their role. This would not be
applicable in the case of the recognised bodies. How, for example, would the issue of having a settled, coherent and comprehensive understanding of the
meaning of marriage be identified and monitored?
Secondly, such a role, if there were to be no limit on the fees that could be charged for officiating at a wedding, would encourage an unsavoury
commercial competition, requiring all the means used by a business to promote its wares through advertising, cut-price offers, etc. This kind of
consequence of the licensing of independent officiants would bring marriage into disrepute.
I do not believe that the Law Commission should even suggest such a proposal.

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Assuming that independent officiants are enabled to officiate at weddings. I would hope Parliament would find such a move thoroughly distasteful.

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This goes without saying. How does the Law Commission intend to define the dignity and solemnity of marriage in a way that could be defended or
refuted in law? These are lovely-sounding concepts, but what do they mean? Different bodies will probably have different opinions. For example, speaking
personally, and having officiated at Anglican weddings myself and also witnessed civil weddings, my opinion would be that the dignity and solemnity of
marriage is better upheld in the Anglican liturgy than in the civil ceremony, mainly because the latter is thin in comparison in its appreciation of the
meaning, importance and seriousness of what is being undertaken. This does not mean that the Anglican liturgy necessarily becomes a linguistic
template for a wedding, but it does suggest that dignity and solemnity is guaranteed with a set of vows made, a formula for the affirmation of the
absence of any impediments to marriage on the part of the couple and the consent. Though an optional part of the ceremony, the exchange of rings also
emphasises the solemnity of marriage and indicates that it is meant to last, until death separates the couple.

Consultation Question 36:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

It depends on the experience that any body already has in conducting weddings. I would humbly suggest that the Anglican Church could probably
enlighten the GRO further in how to conduct weddings in a dignified and solemn way.

Consultation Question 37:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Only if they already have in place proper regulations for disciplining individuals, if they fall below the standards required of them in carrying out their
duties.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Only if Parliament decides to authorise such independent officiants. What procedures would be put in place to monitor them? Would this be specified in
the law? Would this be by requiring that civil registrars be present at all weddings conducted by independent officiants?

Consultation Question 40:

No



Please expand on your answer:

Not in the case of bodies being able to appoint anybody counted as an officer of the organisation, simply because there may be a time limit on their
position as an officer.

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Always assuming that Parliament authorises such independent officiants.

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I would say that the requirements are rather minimalist. Within a wedding I would like to see a statement about the meaning of marriage, some form of
vows/promises to each other, the consent to be married and possibly the exchange of rings as a sign of the agreement. The consent should take place
openly within the ceremony. There should also be a place for anyone present to say if there is any legitimate reason why the couple should not be
married. A wedding is an open, public declaration of two people's desire to live together in a married state. The signing of the marriage document could
also be a confirmation of consent, but not to the exclusion of a spoken one during the ceremony.
I would advocate that every wedding, whatever else may be included, should have prescribed words (as in the Marriage Act of 1949) which covers the
declaration that the couple are legally free to marry and that they consent to do so. Anything less than this, affirmed within the ceremony itself, would
send a signal that marriage is no more than a matter of convenience between the couple and has no wider relevance to the society as a whole.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This would not be adequate to guarantee the seriousness of marriage. There should be a minimum amount of required content within the ceremony, in
accordance with the forms registered with the General Registry Office (see answer to question 42). Apart from this, the couple should have the freedom,
within the terms of the ceremony being dignified and solemn, to include within it other aspects of an individual nature. The couple should not have the
absolute freedom to shape the whole ceremony just as they please in conjunction with the officiant, but neither should they be tied to a rigid form
dictated by an outside authority.
The most important part of the ceremony is that the couple are seen to have made a serious commitment to remain husband and wife, whatever may be
the circumstances of their future life together.

Consultation Question 44:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This is fine as long as the essential elements are included (question 42), so that the wedding fulfils the requirements of a genuine marriage.

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It would be good to have some examples of religious content, for example, readings, music, artistic elements, prayer?

Please share your views below:

From a Christian or Jewish perspective, it might be readings from the Hebrew and Christian portions of the Bible, sacred music of some kind, religious
inspired poetry. In order to remain a civil wedding - the central part of the ceremony -, the essentials would be cast in the form of a normal civil wedding.

Consultation Question 46:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



I presume you mean immediately after the civil wedding ceremony and in the same location. There is surely nothing to forbid a religious service at a later
date. I have personally conducted such a service a week or two after the civil ceremony, and in one case six months later. I presume that the Law Society
is not proposing to disallow such an arrangement.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No, I strongly oppose such a proposal. A wedding ceremony should be an open event (obviously not the reception that usually follows after). The reason
why, is that the ceremony can be witnessed as a dignified and solemn occasion by any member of the public and that it does not take place under any
kind of duress. Marriage is too important to be done as a hole in a corner. It should never be considered as a purely private affair.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Only where the general public would have access to the location, where a registrar could be present, and that provided a setting that was dignified, safe
and fitting for the ceremony to take place. This would undoubtedly rule out, for example, an aerial wedding or one conducted on, in or even under water.
There would be no reason to insist that the ceremony had to take place indoors, a very suitable location might be a well-kept garden or possibly a beauty
spot, as long as a loud-speaker system was in place, so that those participating could hear clearly the words being spoken in the open air.

outdoors,

Please share your views below:

In order that the venue be open to the general public, the only one of the four locations mentioned here, that should be permitted, would be outdoors.
Private gardens would, of course, be permitted, but only if the owner(s) allowed general access for the wedding ceremony itself.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Thoroughly disagree. This would mean turning a wedding (and by implication a marriage) into a purely private affair, rather than a matter of public
interest and concern.

Consultation Question 50:

Other

Other

Other

Please expand on your answer:

In each case, I would have thought that it was a matter of the owners of the buildings to decide. However, in each case they would have to be assured
that the ceremonies were going to be conducted in a dignified and solemn manner. There should be no compunction to agree to this proposal.
In light of the fact that a considerable number of religious organisations normally conduct their services in ordinary civic buildings, like schools or
community centres, these should be allowed, as long as the owners of such buildings were in agreement.
In light of the fact that weddings may be authorised to take place in the open air, the question of buildings may not be so important.

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not in the case of unsuitable venues, such as mentioned in questions 48 and 49.

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



This would mean that the officiant would have to be chosen and appointed considerably in advance of the wedding, because of the difficulty of booking
the venue of choice, or in the case of open venues getting the necessary permission from the appropriate authorities to conduct a wedding there.
By what criteria would the officiant decide on the dignity and safety of the site chosen? Would he or she, for example, have to ensure that traffic
regulations permit suitable access and the parking of vehicles at or near the venue? Or, that those living close to the venue are not unduly disturbed by
the ceremony?
Could the Law Commission please specify how far it believes the officiant has to go to guarantee dignity and safety, and one might add, acceptability to
other people who are not taking part in the ceremony.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But it would be inconsistent in the light of question 52 to make it optional.

Please share your views below:

The couple getting married, or someone they delegate, should be responsible. The process would have to happen at some distance from the date of the
wedding, both the choice of the venue and the appointment of the officiant. The officiant, obviously, would need to inspect the venue as to its safety and
dignified nature.
A problem might arise if fortuitously the booked venue did not become available, because for example, it was burnt down or mistakenly double-booked
or for any other unforeseen circumstances. I don't think, however, that it is in the Law Commission's remit to suggest how such a problem might be
solved. It would be up to the couple and the officiant to suggest an alternative that met the requirements of safety and a dignified nature.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I thought that the first two pieces of information where already automatically included. The name and occupation of the two official witnesses to the
wedding are also included. The mother and father could also be included. I don't see why parent would be used, since both parties to the marriage will
have a biological mother and a father.

Consultation Question 55:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

As Welsh and English are official languages in Wales both should be included, if that is the wish of the couple.

Consultation Question 56:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I would propose that both means of registering the marriage should be used. An original paper document has its uses as a means of identity.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Under clause 3. , it is the responsibility of the couple prior to the wedding to ascertain whether the officiant is bona fide. Therefore, if the person
concerned has not be officially licensed, whether the couple know it or not, the marriage should be declared void.

Other

Please expand on your answer:



Under clause 1. it depends on the mistakes that are made. I have known a case where the bride signed in her married name, not in her single name. This
was not considered a serious mistake. In the document itself it was rectified and countersigned.
Under clauses 2. and 3. the signing of the document/schedule by two witnesses and by the married couple are essentials to the legitimacy of the
marriage. I would have thought, therefore, that if these persons do not sign the document/schedule within a limited period of time, or if it is not
registered within a given period of time (I believe in the latter case it is a week) the marriage could be declared void. It depends whether the non-signing
was a genuine oversight that could be easily rectified, or whether the persons concerned, for some obscure reason, refused to sign.
A refusal to sign suggests disregard towards the protocols of getting married according to law.

Consultation Question 58:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I find the distinction between a marriage ceremony that is void and one which does not qualify a confusing differentiation. A couple is either properly
married having completed correctly all parts of the protocol requirements or, having failed to comply, they are not married. As suggested under Question
57, certain parts of the protocol could be completed retrospectively. Other parts, however, such as an open consent in a public gathering or the legitimacy
of the officiant would automatically render the marriage null and void.
It is essential, therefore, that in the preliminaries the couple are made fully aware of all the requirements to be fulfilled in order for the marriage to be
confirmed as legal.

Consultation Question 59:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I agree, with the rider that the couple and two witnesses have signed the schedule/document. Also the ceremony itself should have fulfilled the
requirement of consent and the officiant should have been duly authorised as competent to conduct the ceremony.
I don't understand the clause about cohabiting after the ceremony. The likelihood is that they will have been cohabiting before the ceremony. Thus, if the
marriage is declared void, they are likely to continue to cohabit, which is not a criminal offence, until such time as a legal marriage is enacted.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

They are not married until all the legal requirements of marriage are fulfilled, whatever anyone may think to the contrary.

Consultation Question 60:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Surely, if non-coerced consent is lacking from the public ceremony, the marriage is automatically null and void. Why, then, would nullity have to be
petitioned?

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

There is no problem with a person who is presumed to be terminally ill, as long as they are competent mentally to declare their consent to be married.
There is a problem of location in the other cases. If it is legitimate for a convicted prisoner to get married in prison, there would be the problem of the
ceremony being open and a suitable location within the prison to be available. If, on the other hand, the prisoner could be given permission to marry
outside prison, the problem would be ensuring that the prisoner did not abscond. Once the wedding had taken place the prisoner presumably would be
returned immediately to the prison to continue his or her sentence.
As far as a hospital is concerned, the question of location would be a factor. Another problem would be the medical condition of the patient. Unless the
patient is on the point of dying, it would be advisable not to marry, until the patient is discharged. Many prisons and hospitals have spaces set aside for
prayer, meditation and worship. These are sometimes shared by people of different faiths, who use their own symbols during the time of whatever
ceremony is conducted. These might be suitable to use for a wedding, whether religious or civil.
A housebound case is more difficult, if the person concerned is permanently unable to leave their house. It would depend very much on the condition of
the person. If there is no possibility of having a wedding outside the home, the law might have to make an exception to the rule that a wedding should
not generally take place in a house. This, however, would be a limited special case.



Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Is this not normal practice anyway?

Consultation Question 64:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This does specify what happens within the jurisdiction of the Anglican Church in England and Wales. I personally, sometime ago, was married by special
licence from the Archbishop of Canterbury as I was living overseas at the time that the preliminaries were undertaken. My future wife was living in
England, and once the licence was granted we got married in England.

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is important that the whole procedure should take place in person. It has to be vetted with the people present. A virtual wedding would not be an open
event. I cannot imagine a situation where this would become an unavoidable necessity. In the case of a lockdown like is being witnessed at present with
the COVID-19 pandemic, people I know who were planning to marry in 2020 are postponing it until 2021.

No

Please expand on your answer:

The emergency provisions should not have to be operative, as the wedding could be postponed until after the end of the emergency, or, if the emergency
is a terminal illness during the emergency.

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is exceptionally vague. What sort of emergency qualifies as "at risk of death"? Execution in a foreign country? If that were the case, there would be no
chance of a wedding taking place anyway. Climbing mount K2 in the depths of winter without oxygen? Then get married before the ascent.

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This question has already been put and answered. The location must be accessible to the general public

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See, answer to Question 68

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:



Answer is no. See answer to Question 68.

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

No

Please expand on your answer:

All these Questions have already been answered, with the reasons given.

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Such weddings should not be permitted in the first place. It contradicts a requirement that the Law Commission has already stipulated that an official
registrar should be present at the ceremony.

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

No to both questions.

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

The present law may in some cases discourage people getting married. It would be invidious to have to go back through the whole consultation process
to suggest exactly what changes might make marriage more attractive. On the whole people do not get married for other reasons. What is supremely
important in proposing changes is that the dignity and solemnity of marriage is upheld in all its parts. Recent changes in the law such as same-sex
marriage and no-fault divorce are already undermining the real, time-honoured purposes of marriage with the effect of eroding the strength of family life.
These proposals must not add to this weakening of the institution of marriage and the strength of family life, the bed-rock of a civilised society.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

If all fees are commensurate with the cost-recovery of hosting the event, as in the case of present civil marriages there should be no complaint. Venues
that are almost exclusively used for weddings usually make their profits by hosting the accompanying meal, not through hosting the ceremony.
It might be pertinent for the law to require groups that officiate at weddings and locations that hire their premises to justify the fees they charge.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I think the answer to this question would be met by requiring groups and venues to justify the fees they charge for hosting the actual wedding. The cost
of offering food and drink for a celebration is an entirely different matter, open to negotiation between the wedding party and the caterers.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If they can speak, they should utter their commitment out loud in such a way that it can be heard by all present. To reinforce it, they should state that
their are no impediments.

There is a serious issue about consent. Many cultures do not value the idea of consent. Marriage is a question of doing as you are told.

The Catholic Church which built Europe and it institutions until the 16th century had a great battle with Kings, Princes, Barons and Nobility to establish the
principle that the parties to a marriage should freely consent.

Almost no-one knows that but it is true and it is one of the pillars of civilisation. Consent should be clear, open and unambiguous;

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

They will make a complete frivolous mockery of a solemn commitment.
Have any of you ever made such a thing?
It has been quite a feature of humanity down the centuries.

Consultation Question 44:



No

Please expand on your answer:

There should be a legal limitation that Anglican and Jewish weddings should be between a man and a woman chromasomally determined in the case of
doubt.

The same should go for any other rites of religious communities who support traditional tried and tested marriage.

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

They may well wish to hear a particularly uplifting and much loved poem which they share or such passages from scripture that they know.

Please share your views below:

Many passages from Khahil Gibran's The Prophet are found to be inspiring.

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Why should such a service denied those who wish to have one?

Even in Plato's works you will find that the practice of invoking the gods is recommended before any serious undertaking.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The commitment to marriage should be made openly in the face of the whole community. Otherwise you are opening the doors to all sorts of subterfuge,
There are communities where 'consent' is heavily influenced by family pressure and could not be described as the free and willing consent of a fully
informed and conscious individual.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

They will want to have weddings in public toilets or other places which make a mockery of the institution.

Please share your views below:

How can you use the term solemnisation if you allow people to do as they please?

Marriage should not be a matter of entertainment.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is very important that the place of marriage should be publicly accessible as a marriage is a statement to the whole community.

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

On the grounds of reducing confusion and everyone being sure where they stand.

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

People can be bribed.

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Guidance is not enough. Firm direction is required.

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Those who are responsible for locations that frequently host weddings should be able to say whether they are willing to host the wedding before the
officiant makes their decision.

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

The question is whether they are going to stay together and I cannot see anything in your proposals which is going to make it more likely that they will.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

a family marriage to which my wife and I were originally invited had to be held with a smaller number of guests and as a result, we were unable to attend

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I cannot see why this current requirement needs to be removed. Surely there is a need for there to be some stability in the couple and an opportunity for
"locals" to commit themselves to the couple's future.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I fully support the concept that marriage is a serious matter and as such should be undertaken after formal interviews by registrars.

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

there should be at least 7 days and an even longer period would give the couple a time to seriously reflect on the marriage step to be taken.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

I wish to uphold the concept of "face to face"interviews. Issues of forced marriages are still common today, even here in the west and I'd like to see an
opportunity given to the registrar to check out the "free will" of the parties before the solemn marriage ceremony.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

I agree the continuance of current practise.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There needs to be "accountability" of the professionals involved.

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This suggestion makes practical common sense.

Please share your views below:

I believe the substitution should take place only as a last resort.

Consultation Question 13:

No



Please expand on your answer:

I do not see the relevance of such a ban.

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

I do not feel qualified to answer this question .

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

I believe that the relevant clergy should have a right to see the associated documentation and hold a pre-marriage "face to face" interview

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

I agree that this should be the case.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

To my mind, there needs to be an official on hand to ensure that current legal practise is exercised.

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No, I consider that there needs to be registration office present at all marriage ceremonies.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I am satisfied that a formally trained individual in all matters associated with "church" based marriages could be sufficient.



Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

I agree the exclusion. Marriage needs to viewed in the context of the law and the public's policy or morality.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

I would consider it important that the likely officiants should be named rather than just known by the office / role that they hold.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I agree that there needs to be an administration in the background that is recording who is qualified to undertake the ceremonies.

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The central register of officiants should make it clear which single body recognises the officiant.

Consultation Question 35:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I believe this should indeed be the case and not just in relation to dotting the "i's" or crossing the "t's" in relation to the formal vows etc but also to the
solemnity of the service itself.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There needs to be a formal pattern to follow in terms of the stages of the ceremony.

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Whilst I would be happy for the nominating organisation to monitor their officiants, I believe that there needs to be an appeal process and a final
judgement made by the official registry.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I'm not sure that I fully understand the above statement. Are you asking if I have any objection to there being a time limit on the period prior to formal
authorisation (if so, then "Yes"). If however your statement is meant to reflect a limit to the period during which one can operate as an authorised
officiant then the answer is "No"

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I agree that officiants should keep themselves 'up to date" on current practise.

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I believe that:
both parties need to be present during the whole of the marriage ceremony;
both parties should formally express their personal desire to be married and their freedom to do so (no lawful impediment etc.);
that nothing should be done , ro allowed, that undermines the solemnity of this marriage ceremony;
whilst I agree to the flexibility that is currently allowed in terms of the vows expressed, I do think it important that the long term nature of the marriage
agreement is expressed ('til death us do part - for example) and
overall, I believe that there needs to be a serious expression of the commitment that the couple are making to one another. the marriage should not be
based on any flippancy or light-hearted expressions of surface friendship but deep underlying commitments to supporting one another to best of one's
physical ability.



Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I consider marriage to be a very serious commitment and one that should not be undertaking casually or in a way that suggests a heavy "entertainment"
factor. There should be standards of appropriateness displayed showing to all in attendance that the couple are approaching there commitment in a
serious and adult manner. Their should be an overarching gravity surrounding the occasion. A degree of humour / hilarity of course is to be
recommended but not to the point of farce.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Agreed as a long practised 'cultural" aspect must be allowed and not denied.

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I can see the need to add a religious "blessing' to be added post civil wedding may well be appropriate in some circumstances and I would not want such
an activity to be denied.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I would not wish to support any actions that allowed for such a serious matter to be held "behind closed doors". As I understand it the current
requirement was first set up a long time back to make it more difficult to hold "forced" marriages. I further understand that this risk (of 'forced"
marriages) is still alive today and as such I would not want to see this precaution being withdrawn.
Marriage is in my view subject to a public acceptance of the couple's desire to be "one" in the eyes of God. I would not wish the matter to be held in
'private", away from public gaze.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I can only reiterate my concern that such ceremonies should be embraced in a serious and solemn atmosphere. As a consequence I would prefer couples
to be married in a formal structure rather than the flippancy of a McDonalds.

Please share your views below:

Again, I am not sure that I fully understand your statement above. Is the phrase "should limit weddings in any" meant to convey that some may be
allowed but others not be allowed in these venues (if so "No, I don't agree with the proposals"). If on the other hand I'm being asked to approve venues
such as the 4 listed above, I would say "Yes" to all as long as there was a degree of decorum attached to the ceremonies and not just an entertainment
factor. For instance, marriages held underwater or in S&M dungeons would , to my mind, be inappropriate.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Please see my answer above in relation to the "closed doors" issue. I uphold the view that there should always be an opportunity for the public to have
access (albeit within limitations of appropriate numbers).

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

My belief is that religious (for want of a better word) weddings should be held in appropriate religious buildings and civil weddings or non-religious
weddings should be held elsewhere.

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As I have said earlier there need to be clear standards of what is appropriate.

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

The couple should first seek the approval of the venue, then approach the registrar's office who should check a register of previously approved venues
and if the new venue is not in the register then he/she should visit the venue to confirm acceptability, adding the decision to the register for future
reference.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I would consider that all 3 matters are prerequisites for a formal successful marriage ceremony

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

No

Please expand on your answer:

To my mind there is a need to have previously expressed an intention to cohabit. After all this is the purpose of marriage, is it not, to formally bring
together a couple whose intention is to be joined "as one".

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consent is a prerequisite

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:



No

Please expand on your answer:

I cannot support the concept of "remote ceremonies" being the norm. Though I can see, in exceptional circumstances the need so to do.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I agree to marriages on board ship under the "Captain's" prerogative

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The officiant's name is important

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:



(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(2) there should be no fee.

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

I believe that couples should view marriage positively and as such the proposals put forward, in the main, are positive. But I do not want to the concept of
marriage belittled in a frivolous manner.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Personal

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Consented

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:



Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

No

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 60:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(1) the same fee as other cases in which the registration officer must travel to the person giving notice, set nationally on a cost-recovery basis; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

NA

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.
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My responses may only be published anonymously. I am a very private person.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Many churches, do not have an authorised individual within the church to register weddings and rely on civil registrars.
For many like myself, a meaningful ceremony would be a church one and if registration officers could only officiate at civil weddings this would force an
unwanted & meaningless separate civil service, going against the Law commission's goal of a ceremony that is meaningful the couple that is recognised
by law.

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

I disagree because although this sounds reasonable the phrase 'contrary to public policy or morality' is entirely subjective.
The test should focus on objective criteria which could include for example violent overthrow of democracy or illegal activity such as terrorism.
Moral views are personal and change over time. Unpopular views, should not be penalised, only illegal or violent ones.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

At the current time wedding officiants are either highly trained registrars or those whose religious convictions place a high value on marriage. Allowing
independent officiants would mean that those who do not necessarily have a high value and view of marriage can perform the ceremony which does not
seem right. It also demeans the value of the skills and training of registrars. This is an important legal ceremony and its importance should not be
watered down by independent officiants.
Also there is currently no financial incentive to officiate a wedding, weddings are already too highly commercialised and this will only add to the costs
instead of reducing them which is one of the stated aims the government gave the law commission.

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The prescribed words only form a small part of the wedding ceremony and form a foundation for the solid promises that form the foundation of
marriage. Without them a ceremony could be as meaningless as the couple chose and could even be performed without any promises between the
couple.
The rules are already very flexible about what happens in the rest of the ceremony allowing personalised promises and prose to be given.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Non legally binding ceremonies can already be as personalised as people want. 
A requirement for officiants to ensure that the 'ceremony does not undermine the dignity and solemnity of marriages' is too subjective. For example 
some non legally binding ceremonies have taken place with the couple dressed as hedgehogs. Who determines whether this undermines the dignity of



marriages or not? 
It is very important that a legal wedding ceremony reflects the importance of the commitment the couple are making.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The requirement for 'open doors' was introduced centuries ago as a protection against forced marriage. This is still a problem in our society today and is
a vital safeguard, particularly for women in certain groups who can be vulnerable to this abuse.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

There are definite advantages to changing the system as many churches do not own their own premises but worship in shared buildings like community
centre or schools and under the current laws cannot hold weddings in these venues.
However again, the proposed terms of dignified and safe are too broad and too subjective. I am unclear what safeguards will prevent unsuitable venues
being used and am concerned this will lead to settings that could trivialise marriage.

Please share your views below:

I do not think any of the above are appropriate.

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:



No

Please expand on your answer:

There is a lack of clarity in the way venues would be tested for 'dignity and safety'.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Consultant Physician
Hospital

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Forced marriages or marriages of convenience already far too common and poorly regulated

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

The pandemic will shortly be at an end, why change public policy because of this unless hijacking it for other ends?

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Why divide the Union without good cause?

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes it would be best if they are required to attend and make separate free declaration of their intent to marry and of their freedom from hindrance. This
is a common problem in Asia.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Risk of improper outcomes much higher otherwise.

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Many churches currently rely on civil registrars to register wedding. Why prevent them ?

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

No

Please expand on your answer:

For many independent churches, a 'recognised body' outside of the individual congregation does not exist. That is the definition of historic independency,
from which many of Britain's greatest preachers and pastors have come, including some featured prominently in public institutions.

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:



Please share your views below:

What exactly is meant by 'public morality'? Transphobia? It is vague and subject to rapid change.
A specific prohibition of advocacy of violence or incitement of violence would be wiser.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Why remove the prescribed words of 1949 Act? What is the intention behind this? It cheapens marriage.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is an honorable estate, and is therefore not to be entered into lightly, but reverently, advisedly, soberly and with God's blessing.
It is not a human institution for personal preference, but a Divine Ordinance.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Prayer, reading, hymn. It would be reasonable to set a strict time limit.

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Thus you would invalidate my own marriage, legal registration is not as important as the solemn vows that followed before God.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

What's the purpose of concealing what should be known and seen publicly?
This is a serious regression to old and crooked ways.



Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is an honorable estate, and is therefore not to be entered into lightly, but reverently, advisedly, soberly and with God's blessing.

What would prevent a marriage taking place at a race course, in a bar or in a casino?
There has to be strict and careful oversight of this arrangement if a change is envisaged.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

For reasons given, secret marriages often accompany vice in other parts of the world.

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUXF-H

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-01 11:37:14

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I am aware of two British people who were required to enter into forced marriages with men living in Pakistan.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

No

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

N/A

Consultation Question 3:



Please share your views below:

N/A

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There should be enforcement to ensure that illegal and forced marriages are declared void. It is used a device for immigration and nothing to do with
love.

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Both participants should be required to sign a document confirming that they are freely entering into the marriage.

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is an excellent proposal.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I am not sure.

in private homes.

Please share your views below:

I have reservations about private homes being used.

Consultation Question 49:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I am not sure.

Consultation Question 50:

Yes



Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I fully support this proposal.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

I do not know.

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This facility will be open to abuse.



Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Weddings should be held in a recognised territorial jurisdiction and not at sea. There is no reason for such a facility.

Consultation Question 74:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I fully support this excellent proposal.

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

I welcome these proposals which will reduce the current problem of widespread abuse and people trafficking.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUWP-T

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-01 12:03:03

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Any we were invited to and involved with, have been cancelled due to all the restrictions We understand this, but very frustrating for the couples and their
families. One main one we were involved with is going to go ahead next December, whatever the circs. Couple tired of waiting.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I believe there are later questions about the dignity of weddings, but being able to get married anywhere, on a whim, just trivialises the whole process.
Could become like the circus of getting married in the Little Chapel in Las Vegas, in a drunken haze.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But within the week, and before the ceremony.

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Interviews should be in person, alone, and in a neutral space, so young women in particular are not feeling under pressure to consent, if they don't wish
to.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Again it would have to be a thorough interview with checks and balances., with each person of the couple on their own. Sort of situation that is open to
abuse and fraud. And an interview in person must tke place before the ceremony.

Consultation Question 9:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Maybe not "should", but can be with consent. Open to abuse and trolls, and people being tormented by advertising and social media comment.

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

So that people can do the ceremony in a calm organised way, not in a rushed reckless fashion.

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If a registrant has to go on the form, it is set down and organised formally. And the duplicate is only in case of emergency, not whim.

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Only in emergency.

Please share your views below:

No only when there is an emergency. Otherwise marriage becomes too trivial. This is a life long commitment, not a moment of fancy and fashion.



Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Banns published in other parts of UK and Ireland, should be accepted. There are many couple who come from different parts of UK.

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As the wife of a C/E clergyman, we feel strongly that the parish system is just a relic of a bygone age, and should be abolished. The intentions need
publishing, somewhere, but not necessarily in the church where the wedding is going to take place.

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Partly answered above. As long as the intention is published publicly, it doesn't matter where. Most young people who get married, have nothing to do
with their local church, and it is just an outdated formality.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes, this sounds like a good idea, to prevent marriages of convenience, and abusive situations.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes, similar to last question. Should be seen and give consent separately.

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:

By civil preliminaries I mean that the intentions of the couple have to be published, and the clergy or registrar, check up on all the declarations made by
the couple. To check that in the old words, there is "no impediment" to the marriage. The emphasis on personal contact, together and individually, is vital.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It would seem that the officiant needs to be a trained person of standing and authoirity. Not just anyone the couple choose to use.

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is very important, because of lots of smaller churches, who want their members to have a church wedding before God, but whose pastor is not
necessarily a trained officiant. They do not want to have a civil wedding.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Didn't know that there was a rule to the contrary.



Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

No

Please expand on your answer:

1)Not always applicable. As before, many churches are now loose groupings of Christians meeting in schools without a very marked heirarchy, and it
might be difficult. As long as a responsible person, or pastor, is trained, has authority and is respected in the community, he/she could be responible for
their weddings.

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Yes there should be a registered list of non religious organisations that should be allowed to have their own weddings. or it could become a charter for
"weirdos" and debase the seriousness of marriage as a life long committment.

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As previously stated, lots of Christians now worship in informal groupings rather than main stream denominations.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Yes. Obviously any organisation for group that whose beliefs are detremential to society as a whole, or your words, contrary to public policy or morality
should not be accepted. But we have to allow for firmly held beliefs for religious reasons, that are personal, like the gay question. We do not want any
group who do not believe in gay marriage, to be stopped from doing marriages between 1 man and 1 woman.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Yes. If their appointment has been seen to be above board, and there is a democratic process and paper trail to show this has been done.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Then the cohort of people involved will be seen to be appointed with due diligence. Not just any old list, like choosing a plumber!

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes and no. They need some outside scrutiny, as well as being nominated by their organisation.

Consultation Question 31:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This will ensure all applicants are "fit and proper" persons, and not just an organisation, seeking influence and power.

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Definetly. Should not be a "business"

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Re last question. This fees question could get out of hand, eg, a celebrity gets in on the act, and makes it a publicity stunt, and get their pictures in society
papers! There should DEFINETLY be a set fee.

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As before it should not become a "business" But a matter of conviction.

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But also some responsibility for what the ceremony contains. I don't like the idea of removing the legal part altogether. And the dignity and tone of the
words, need to be carefully scrutinised. And "silly weddings" like being up in the air, or under the ocean, should not be included. How can you make a
solemn promise to each other, and the community around you in those circumstances!!

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

To keep the dignity and seriousness of marriage alive.

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But the registrars office needs to have some "teeth" if the officiant is obviously failing in their duty, or their are numerous complaints.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

See last comment.

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Definitely.



Consultation Question 40:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Perhaps renewed every 5 or 10 years.

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

All professions now need this, and Offciants should not be an exception.

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This all sounds as if it getting very vague, and almost that you don't need to be there, and declare you are free to marry etc. The marriage should be
formed at the point of the ceremony, and all the declarations that you are free to marry etc should be made, and that you are getting married of your
own free will. The legal wording should remain. Although the declaration is made then, any officiant should have talked to the couple, independly, ealier
in the process. As was mentioned earlier in the consultation. There is a lot of scope for individualising weddings these days, and society has accepted this
freedom, but the basic serious wording, shouldremain. We live in a broken fractured society, with long term relationships disappearing among younger
people, causing a lot of poverty and distress, so we should not trivialise the importance of committment and love. Life is grim sometimes, and only love
and committment will carry the relationship through.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As in previous question. There is lots of scope for individual promises and choice, but the serious wording and legal parts much remain.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

So long as they are allowed to have their own rules and regulations, according to their beliefs and customs.

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Many friends and family in civil weddings have regretted the loss of any religious content. a hymn or prayer, or religious poem.

Please share your views below:

As before, hymns or songs, prayers and poems.

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Lots of people have a civil wedding for various reasons, but afterwards like a wedding service in a church. My husband, a reitred clergyman, has done
such services. One was for French/British couple living in France, where of course a civil ceremony is mandatory. The actual wedding wording was missed
out, but of course no one would notice.

Consultation Question 47:



No

Please expand on your answer:

The open door policy, stresses that the marriage is actual a contract between the couple, their families, and their communities, which is sometimes
forgotten in this "I -me" age. The most successful marriages are not just a contract between 2 people. In practice very few people gate crach weddings,
but it is the principle that is at stake.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This again is about the seriousness and solemnity of weddings and the committment the couple are making, sounds like it could become a social media
gimmick and one up manship to think of the oddest place to be married. Definetly a bad idea.

Please share your views below:

Definitely some of these places are NOT SUITABLE for the solemnity and seriousness of a life long committments. And the guests need to be able to hear
and see all the words, and the couple need to be able to concentrate on each other, not have the distraction of the outside world.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Weddings should be public affairs. In this individualistic age, we are forgotting that we belong to communities and families. We forget this at our peril. As
the African proverb says, it takes a whole village to rear a child. We belong to families and communities.

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

We should keep the dividing line between civil and religious weddings, while allowing some religious content in civil weddings, as mentioned earlier.

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Again this is open to all sorts of whimsical trivial weddings.

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But also appropriate and seriously considered. And "Safe and dignified" terms are very vague. There should there be more regulation, as previously
suggested, with premises being licenced for the purpose.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

So long as there is a strict criteria. But as I said previously, better to keep up the licencing of suitable premises. And the available venues are very diverse
now, we hardly need any more. And all this vagueness, is taking away, all the time, from the fact and solemnity of the committment and ocassion.

Consultation Question 53:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

First of all,it should be licenced as a regular venue, and the officiant should inspect and approve it.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Should be done at the time, in full view of witnesses, and possibly guests. As part of ceremony. And should not be able to be altered. Sounds like the law
wants to debase marriage to the level of a shopping list, to be added to or changed at a whim.

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If one of party habitually speaks Welsh.

Consultation Question 56:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A marriage ceremony is a marriage ceremony, should NOT be part of variable process!!

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Unless it was done wilfully and knowingly.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Definitely a serious offence.

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Yes, These should definitely be allowed.And the rules stretched to accomadate this,

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

In case of any coercion of ill and frail person.

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The marriage cannot be called a marriage, is it is all done remotely. If personal attendance cannot be arranged, how can it be called a marriage, which a
day by day loving, committed relationsip with a partner. Why would they want to get married? And open to abuse through unscrupolous persons,
deceiveing someone into into a relationship, like you hear every day, stories of tragedy. and people being fleeced of their savings.

No

Please expand on your answer:

See previous question. Not a good idea.

No

Please expand on your answer:

This could be a tricksters charter. If medical evidence cannot be forthcoming, permission should not be given.

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As previously said, premises for weddings should be licenced, and not trivialised.

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Again for previous stated reasons.

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

No, definitely not. Again, premises should be licenced and not trivialised and made into a gimmick.

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Should not be allowed anyway.

Consultation Question 72:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Again as in previous answers, turning wedding ceremony into a circus and gimmick.

No

Please expand on your answer:

As previously stated, don't agree with this anyway.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Don't know.

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

So that it does not become a burden.

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Maybe a good idea on ocmpassionate grounds.

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

For some, a simple wedding ceremony is all they want and need. Especially for poorer peole.

Consultation Question 78:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

I haven't any figures, as a lay person, but from personal experience, there is nothing to stop people getting married if they wish to. The decline in
marriages is probably more to do with society norms and the sidelining of marriage, and the portrayal of unfaithness and broken relationships on TV and
on social media as the norm, rather than taking the trouble to maintain your relationship through all the storms of life. Immorality and infidelity is
definately the norm. We have been married for for 51 years, as have many of our friends and cotemporaries. I wouldn't expect anyone to stay in a
loveless or abusive marriage, but i think we set out with a different mindset, that was more about being a loving partner, than satisfying our own needs all
the time. I'm not sure liberalising the marriage laws will do anything to create lasting relationships, without a shift in society's norms.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Marriages can be arranged at minimum expense, if couples decide to do that way. The huge cost of weddings is a materialistic society approach, not the
reality of basic costs. Being married to a retired clergyman, couples were always surpirsed at how low church fees were, compared to everything else. As
they always said, a drop in the ocean!

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I don't think it will make any difference. As said in previous question, very basic wedding costs can be kept to a manageable level.I have been to family
weddings where guests brought the food instead of presents, church halls charged very little for their hire, and dresses were 2nd hand or home made. I
don't think, liberalising the laws will make any difference to the number of weddings. As a society we have pandered to a wedding industry making huge
profits, from brides feeling they have to have this or that. One of my sisters went to Scotland and married very quietly, because her mother in law was
dying and they wanted her to see her son married. She has been married for 35 years.

Consultation Question 87:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

As previously stated, I don't think it will make any difference, just trivialise the state of marriage.

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

As a lay person, I have only anecdotal evidence, but i know it has been complicated for people from different counties to get married.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

Don't know enough to comment.
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

 Church

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I was married legally in a Christian ceremony in 1964.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:



I attended one wedding at an Anglican church where 28 people were present. All was done appropriately.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If notice is given on line or by post, the starting date for the notice period should be at east three days after the notice is given to allow for technical
delays.

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Time should be sufficient for any inquiries arising to be made.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

The ingenuity of persons seeking to arrange a fake marriage would be aided by this proposal, with greater possibility of impersonation.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a social institution which affects many beside the couple, so as much publicity as possible should be maintained.

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Assuming the substitute officiant has already been appointed by the registration service.

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As for Q. 11.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

The clergy should have the power and meet the couple separately, as for a civil wedding.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes. All possible steps should be taken to ensure there is not compulsion or irregularity.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

As long as the Church of England is the 'established church'.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Registration officers should be the officiants otherwise there will be a plethora of nominated officiants which will cause confusion.

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:



This would allow eccentric groups and those dangerous to the state to take responsibility, e.g. ISIS.

Please share your views below:

Yes, to help the public and registration officials.

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

20 members is too small a number. The body should exist in more than one location with more than one leader.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

YES!

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Nominating named individuals puts greater responsibility on them than taking the role by virtue of office.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

All publicity in this matter is good.

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There should be some means of checking the suitability of those nominated.

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As Q.30.

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No-one should be bale to make a business of officiating at weddings. It should be considered a privilege.

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There should be a set fee for anyone officiating at a wedding, whatever the body they belong to.

Consultation Question 34:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This should be an integral element to which they agree in their appointment, including the conduct of the ceremony.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

§1 could allow the ceremony to be performed without the presence of one party.
As marriage is a social institution, clear, simple public statements of 1a and b should be required.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A marriage should follow a serious ceremony recognizable to anyone, not simply the choice of the couple marrying.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Why should this be done? If §43 is allowed, then there should be no need to repeal this provision.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No, as stated previously, marriage affects society, so access to a wedding should be open to anyone.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The solemnity of marriage and its social significance should require the ceremony to be performed in a place generally recognized as suitable for it and
accessible to the public.

in private homes.

Please share your views below:

As for Q.48, the ceremony should be conducted in an appropriate place, with unrestricted access.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As in previous answers, marriage has a wider social implication so the ceremony should be publicly accessible.

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

No

Please expand on your answer:

If those responsible for the religious venues agree, there is no reason why such weddings may not take place.

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Great care is needed to ensure 'safe' and 'dignified' are well-defined.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As above.

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The couple's choice of location can be eased in this way.

Please share your views below:

The local registration authority should make an approved list and keep it up-to-date.
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I agree with the proposed duty, but it does not go far enough. 
Officiants should have a wider responsibility to ensure that the content and tone of the



legal ceremony upholds the dignity and solemnity of marriage. 
The proposals need to define what is meant by ‘dignity’ and ‘solemnity’. The consultation seems to view ceremonies taking place “in the air” as being
compatible with these tests, which suggests they are easy standards to reach!

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

it should not be possible for someone to get married without being present at the wedding ceremony.Simply signing the marriage schedule is
inadequate.
There is already a large amount of flexibility in the wedding ceremony. The prescribed
words are minimal and couples can add to them in all sorts of ways. It is not much to ask that some specific phrasesare are used to show that both
people freely consent to the
lifetime commitment they are entering into.
A wedding is not just about the couple. The couple enter into a union which is understood by society and has been legally defined
A wholly self-defined marriage ceremony will be a marriage decoupled from the law and wider society.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The seriousness and solemnity of a marriage ceremony should be emphasised.
A particular ceremony should not just be allowed because the couple wants it, but because it is appropriate for such a significant event.

Unofficial wedding ceremonies have included themes such as Alice in Wonderland, James Bond, Lord of the Rings, Game of Thrones, Marvel comics,
Beauty and the Beast, Harry Potter, Star Wars and Flash Gordon. One had a ‘Woodland Fairy themed ceremony with ponies dressed as unicorns’ while
another couple dressedas hedgehogs.
These types of marriage are more of a circus entertainment and do not reflect how seriously marriage should be taken.



Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Venues should not simply be allowed because marrying couples want them, but because
they are appropriate places to hold such a significant ceremony. Would weddings
be allowed in McDonald’s?
Unofficial wedding ceremonies have taken place in an S&M dungeon, underwater, and at a Comic Book convention with a couple dressed as comic book
heroes.
It would be completely incompatible with the dignity of marriage for venues like these to host legal weddings.

on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:



There needs to be more clarity in how venues would be tested for “dignity” and “safety”.
While the proposals call for guidance from the General Register Office, the terms are not defined and stringent safeguards should be proposed.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:
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Submitted on 2021-01-01 12:19:36

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

three days;

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

This could allow a greater degree of fraud

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Agree

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Appropriate

Please share your views below:

Dont know

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

We are united kingdom

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As long as they are published



Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

No the bans should be published wherever

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes to oversee the situation

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Share responsibility

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Yes let it continue as it is.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

One of your goals is that the ceremony that is meaningful to the couple should be recognised by law. This idea poses a danger of some churches falling
foul of wedding laws as they are required to take responsibility for unfamiliar legalities in order to hold religious ceremonies

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As long as there is one person responsible

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

The test should focus on objective criteria eg. Promoting illegal purposes or support illegal activity that undermine the rule of law.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

As long as they are legal.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

So it can be seen to be legal

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Allowing independent officials would open the door to those who do not place such a high value on marriage. Independent officiant could undermine the
dignity of marriage by allowing any form of marriage ceremony. Eg couples dressed as hedgehogs , or underwater etc also opening up a market for
independent officiant makes wedding vows a commercial concern. A recent study found most independent in what they could include in the ceremony.
This sets the bar low for the seriousness of the wedding.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There has to be some accountability

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It's self explanitary

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Anything else would devalue the sanctity of marriage

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Again it would be a money making game

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Absolutely

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There has to be proper guidelines in place

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Self explanitary

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The prescribed words fora foundation for the declaration's that are required for a marriage Otherwise the marriage would be meaningless. Marriage is
founded on solemn promises between two parties. The commitment made in marriage must be taken seriously and without the prescribed words it
would be much easier to treat the ceremony casually.

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The religious service adds even more meaning to the satiety of the marriage. This happened to my husband and I.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is not a private affair but is important to society as a whole. Ensuring that weddings are open to any member of the public, rather than those
invited is a way of protecting against forced marriage and bigamy.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Witnesses prove the ceremony took place. All marriages should be legally registered. It must be official

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The two become one sealing the marriage.



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

They need to commit to each other in some form publically in a legal ceremony

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

No

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

No it opens the door for crazy vessels

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(2) there should be no fee.

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Was unable to attend weddding of nephew.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:



1. Yes
2. Yes

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Yes, exclude them.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

No
No
No
No

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:



Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

N/A

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

We were married in a church therefore in a religious setting before God. It was a covenant not a contract in accordance with God's design for marriage.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:



Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

Seven days does not give sufficient time to establish why there is a haste to be married.
I would suggest a period such as three weeks.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

It is important that the interview should be in person and not by remote contact.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:



Please share your views below:

At present I believe this to be normal practice.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Agree

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

No

Please expand on your answer:

They may not have had sufficient training or recognised authorisation to allow them to officiate.

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

What safeguards would be in place to ensure that the ceremonies would be legal and who would provide the specific training?

Consultation Question 30:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

At present there is a specific fee paid to officiants. If there is any change to this it could open the door for officiants making personal gain.

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The persons getting married should be together and seriously commit to each other with wording that has been legally defined.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The ceremony should reflect the seriousness and solemnity of marraige.

Consultation Question 44:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The marriage ceremony is one where couples make a serious and solemn vow. Therefore should be held in a venue that is dignified and safe and not at
an inappropriate place .



outdoors,, on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

Again this takes away from the serious nature of the wedding ceremonies.

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There would need to be more clarity as to how those standards would be defined and maintained.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Many small churches do not have registrars as ministers etc. This would precude them from conducting weddings on their premises.

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Other

Please expand on your answer:



This question leaves so many others unanswered. For instance:-

Who would define "Dignity & solemnity" - these words left undefined could mean almost anything according to personal definition.

Also the words appear to apply to the officiant only. It is important that the whole tone of the ceremony, and indeed its content, should be suitably
dignified.

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is vital that each party is present at the wedding ceremony. The suggestion appears to be that it would be possible to get married "in absentia".

Marriage ceremonies have always had - and should continue to have - a clear public declaration and this should continue to be foundational to marriage.

Marriage is a lifetime commitment. Accordingly is it too much to suggest that it should be obligatory to have some definite phrases which express free
consent by each of the parties.

There seems to be a suggestion that a wedding is simply to do with the couple who can simply personalise the ceremony. However a wedding is a public
declaration of union which should be specifically & legally defined. Society at large has a real function and responsibility in marriage so it should be
recognised on a legal basis. In short marriage as proposed would simply become a private matter between too people.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A wedding is not just concerned with the particular couple involved so that their wishes alone be considered. 
 
The state and with it society have a large stake in marriage including it being a public declaration. Marriage is a public declaration to be undertaken with



forethought and some degree of solemnity. "Do it yourself" themed weddings are not compatible with these concepts.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A wedding should include a public declaration, solemnly undertaken by the couple "tying the knot" of a lifelong union before witnesses and in public view.

Forced marriage remains a problem on our society today. Public declaration and "open doors" policy helps to combat forced marriage. If weddings were
to be validly carried out behind closed doors then "forced marriage" becomes that much easier and more likely.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A wedding is a significant public ceremony. As previously mentioned the wedding should not be seen as just for the couple invovled. Any venue should be
a fitting place for such a significant and serious purpose.

Please share your views below:

The solemn and dignified requirement could well be satisfied in a wide range of venues but some such as some "unofficial" weddings that have already
been reported such as a comic book convention with the couple dressed as comic books does not appear to satisfy this requirement,

Again the public access test is important and this would not be satisfied in such places as a private home or "In the air".

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:



There should be stringent guidelines laid down, to leave it just to the officiant gives a subjective element that would lead to unfairness and possibly
flippancy

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

These two requirements alone are simply too wide ranging and need careful definition.

For instance is a wedding in a pub at 11.00am on New Year's Eve safe & dignified. Some might say so, but many would doubt it and it might depend upon
the pub! Much more definition and written safeguards are required.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::
England

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, but I believe that both the officiant and all those attending should show sufficient dignity and solemnity with regards to marriage. I also believe that 
the officiants should ensure that the content and tone of the legal ceremony upholds the dignity and solemnity that marriage requires. The clarity in



terms of these two terms: dignity and solemnity of marriage need to be maintained with the currently held definitions of these terms and clear to all.

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It should not be possible for someone to get married without being present at the wedding ceremony. A simple signing of the marriage schedule is
woefully poor.
The problem with this is that couples could say anything they like or in fact, nothing at all and it bears no similarity whatsoever from the public
declarations considered so important and the foundation of the legal marriage ceremony.
Currently, there is considerable flexibility in the wedding ceremony and we support couples with choosing the words that they would wish for their
service. A wedding is not just about the couple. The couples enter into a union, which is understood by society and has been legally defined. It would be
wrong for this public rite of passage to become something akin to a secret order or merely a non-public event.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage must be a solemn and serious undertaking and it must always remain so, in the sight of God and conducted in due reverence and solemnity.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This was introduced to prevent forced marriages. Sadly, it is still an issue in society today and must, therefore, remain a public event.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Weddings are serious, solemn undertakings for the rest of the people's lives. Therefore, many venues are simply at a juxtaposition to that importance.
Just because couples may want them doesn't mean that this should be the case. There are far too many venues, suitable for what they provide but wholly
inappropriate for weddings.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Absolutely! And especially in point 2. Dignified, solemn and with due seriousness and appropriateness are essential attributes for a wedding to hold and
maintain the bedrock that marriage provides in society.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Safe is perhaps self-explanatory but I would want it clear to the GRO exactly what constitutes dignified.

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YDQ5-8

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-01 13:25:36

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

 Celebrant

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

NA

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

NA

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:



I've 2 different sides my experience. On the one hand I started my celebrant business in 2020 but I also got married myself.

I'm an independent celebrant and started  Celebrant in May 2020. It has been a challenge to drive my business in these Covid-19 times,
however I've still managed to secure business for 2021, however the couples I've been working with are clearly frustrated by the pandemic as many have
made frequent changes to their plans. The challenge will now be - will the 2021 weddings go ahead.

I had planned my wedding for Jan 2021 but decided that we wanted to get married as soon as possible so it was during the pandemic. We went for the
registry office wedding as we wanted the legal part and will have the party afterwards.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

Suggest up to 14 days.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Yes, I agree. We need to be more flexible but have safe guards in place.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

I agree with the above.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Other



Please expand on your answer:

No prior knowledge about this

Consultation Question 14:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

NA

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

NA

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

NA

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

NA

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

NA

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

As an independent celebrant and part of an association or fellowship then we should also be allowed to officiate (and I appreciate there will be certain
stipulations in terms of being able to officiate i.e. training, passing exam etc.)



Consultation Question 24:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I agree but should also include independent associations or fellowships, with no particular belief system.

Please share your views below:

Yes, independent celebrants and their member associations or fellowships.

Consultation Question 25:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

It should include associations or fellowships

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

NA

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As an independent celebrant, yes.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes with a procedure to check they are fit and proper.

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

100% agree with this to ensure quality and consistency.

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 34:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Each individual needs to be linked to an organisation, fellowship or association. If they want to change then they can but they must apply in writing.

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

It should be a joint approach with what has to be included due to legal reasons but then the ability to make the ceremony as personalised as possible for
the couple in question.

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

There needs to be some timescales.

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

CPD evidence is vital

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

100% agree as there could be a desire to acknowledge some religious beliefs from one side of the couple.

Please share your views below:

e.g. Hymns, bible readings or rituals

Consultation Question 46:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

As long as permission is given and any fees paid.

Consultation Question 49:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

The pre-approval responsibility should lie with be the location's owner and be an application process.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

100%

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding



Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

No

Consultation Question 63:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

There should be a special arrangement/process for this.

Consultation Question 64:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

NA

Consultation Question 71:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

NA

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 83:

(2) there should be no fee.

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

The provisional proposals will give couple more choice, flexibility and freedom to choose what suits them. At the moment the system is very prohibitive.

I don't think it discourages people but people need to be creative and at times spend more money to get what they want and what's right for them. The
changes will make it easier and may potentially lead to more marriages.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

The current laws are very restrictive. As an independent celebrant, couples are having to pay twice for the legal aspect but then utilising someone like me
to conduct a more personalised ceremony. The legal aspect is signing the 'bit of paper' and is not personalised to them. Many of my couples are
frustrated with the process and find it very confusing, especially as other UK countries have different rules i.e. Humanists being able to marry couples in
Scotland and NI.
Changing the laws with one General registry list for couples to choose from, based on their beliefs or non-beliefs would be the way forward.
For me in my job role along with my fellow celebrants, this would enable a less confusing system for us and couples and the ability to carry out a legal
wedding which would create an end to end process for our customers.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

As above... examples of how it would help couples financially and process wise.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

NA

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

NA

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

NA

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Working in partnership with non-belief and independent celebrants will help the local authorities with supporting local couples in creating ceremonies
that fit them.

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

NA



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

NA

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

NA

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

NA

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

Costs;

1. Support setting up the scheme but potential loss in revenue from other individuals being able to conduct legal weddings
2. More opportunities to develop and grow but more outlay to be compliant
3. na
4. ability to grow their businesses, offer the full package to couples and an opportunity to grow professionally with the ability to conduct legal ceremonies
5. More choice, less confusion, less cost, simpler process...



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUDP-7

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-01 13:54:20

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I am married and my marriage is recognised by law.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

I found no barriers to this at all.

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

I have been invited to several weddings during the pandemic, none of which I have been able to attend. It would have obviously been good to be able to 
attend these but I understand that some of the restrictions on weddings were necessary. Some of the changes in restrictions at very short notice have



caused immense dilemmas to at least 3 couples who I have as friends who had to change their plans a few days before their wedding, which could have
been avoided with more notice.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

My wife had trouble fulfilling this requirement as she was moving into her family home from university at the time when she needed to give notice, so it
would be much simpler to remove it.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

I think in-person interviews are valuable and should be retained as a requirement, to reinforce to couples the seriousness of the commitment they are
making, and to ensure that forced marriages or relationships where there is no mutual consent can be more easily picked up.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

This is a good thing as it may well be very difficult for a person planning to get married to be in England or Wales in advance.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This would make the notice much more visible to the public.

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised. Marriage has always been closely linked to the church, especially for Christians, and those who
desire to have the preliminaries handled by the church should continue to have this option, as long as these are conducted in a lawful manner.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Many churches do not have their own officiants, and thus a registration officer is needed in attendance at many religious weddings (including my own) in
order for them to be legally recognised. This is a vital option which must be retained so that Christian couples and those of other faiths are able to have a
religious wedding service which also results in a legal marriage.

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There are many religious groups outside of the Anglican churches in England and Wales where legal wedding ceremonies take place, and it would be very
beneficial for these groups to appoint officiants from within their group, which would give the ceremony so much more meaning to the couples getting
married within these groups.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

"Contrary to public policy or morality" is a subjective and unhelpful phrase, but the law should exclude organisations which promote unlawful purposes.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is important for accountability purposes to ensure that there are no situations where unlawful or forced marriages are allowed to occur through
corrupt officiants.

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage should never be about profiteering, it is a sacred thing and should remain so.

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Officiants need to know what is expected of them and what they are doing! Not keeping up with this would risk the solemnity of marriage being lost.

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The set words currently used to indicate consent form part of the definition of what marriage is and crystallise in the minds of those getting married the
commitment they are making to each other. To remove these from a ceremony would be detrimental to the sanctity of marriage itself.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:



If people would like a religious service they should be allowed to have one, as long as the marriage is legal.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Secret weddings would be a risk to the welfare of those taking part and would not recognise the face that marriage should be something that is public
and a sign to all in society that these two people have committed their lives to each other, to the exclusion of all others.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

While a relaxing of the restrictions would be helpful, there must be safeguards in place to ensure that the solemnity of marriage is not compromised and
the safety of all concerned is ensured.

outdoors,, on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

No

Please expand on your answer:

This should be at the discretion of the venue.

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There must be consistency in the decisions of officiants in this area.

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This would save everyone a lot of time and effort!

Please share your views below:



Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Physical registration reinforces the solemnity of the event.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Most of these I agree with, but point 2 could lead to unnecessary problems if weddings have to be delayed, as many have been this year.

No

Please expand on your answer:

Witnesses are a vital part of the ceremony to ensure that everything is done properly.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This could lead to people trying to take advantage of this provision if they wish to divorce their spouse years later.

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A wedding ceremony should always take place physically. Any remote arrangement undermines the sanctity of marriage.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This would be unfair on the housebound individual - it should be lower.

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUWN-R

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-01 13:55:12

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

n/a

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

this is a useful condition that helps to establish the seriousness of the process and intent and prevents a frivolous desire to marry in inappropriate
circumstances

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This seems a reasonable approach

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Three days is too short a period, seven is a minimum.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Remote interviews are not an adequate replacement. Having recently experienced this form of interaction (not for marriage) it does not enable one to
detect and experience the nuances of a face to face interview/discussion, is stilted and lacks full committment i.e. tends to be superficial

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

This seems reasonable

Consultation Question 9:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is not a good option given that interested parties have differing access online or not at all.

Consultation Question 10:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I have no view on this.

Consultation Question 11:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I agree with item 1.
I am not sure about item 2 as it is unclear where and when this would apply and why. There needs to be a clear definition of the circumstances pertaining
to this.

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Provided the substitute is suitable qualified and appropriate.

Please share your views below:



No, there has to be a clear serious reason, not just a whim

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I can see no logical reason for this proposal

Consultation Question 14:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No view on this

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes,

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes, this is an appropriate procedure

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

This works well and has worked well for a considerable period, there is no logical need to change it (don't tamper with a process that works)
Having prior civil preliminaries merely adds unnecessary complications.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Officiants should have a wider responsibility to ensure that the content and tone of the legal ceremony upholds the dignity and solemnity of marriage.
The proposals should define the meaning of dignity and solemnity. the consultations seem to view all
ad-hoc ceremonies as compatible with these tests which suggests that they are easy standards to attain

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Just signing the marriage schedule is not enough, the ceremony should demonstrate the solemnity of marriage and the seriousness of the commitment
and both parties need to be present to make this lifetime commitment, and to state their consent.
The prescribed words are minimal and couples can add to this words that they particularly want or consider appropriate and in fact already do so in
many cases.
A marriage is a legally defined union and a serious commitment and is well understood by society; it should not be undertaken lightly and therefore it is
not right that it should be self defined by using any form of words - or none - dreamt up on a whim.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A wedding is an outward manifestation of a serious lifetime commitment and therefore the ceremony should reflect the seriousness and solemnity of the
institution.
It is a public declaration in which society as a whole have an interest.
Unofficial ridiculously themed weddings are flippant and suugest that it is not to be taken seriously and that it is all about the wedding party and not the
marriage.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I understand that this was a provision introduced a very long time ago which was designed as a protection against forced marriage, which is still a
problem today and therefore this provision should be retained.
The open doors requirement also helps to demonstrate the public nature of wedding declarations, and avoids the false perception that it is a private
matter of no concern to the public.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Venues should reflect the seriousness and solemnity of marriage - it is as simple as that.
Marriages are not a joke, they are not to be taken lightly and to allow them to be held in totally inappropriate locations hardly emphasises this

Please share your views below:

NO!

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See response to Q.47

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Does this not occur now?
Of course official approval of location should be required , in order to reflect the seriousness of the ceremony and commitment.

Consultation Question 52:

Other



Please expand on your answer:

What is the definition of safe and dignified.?
It needs to clearly defined and absolute, not some wooly phrase that anyone can use to justify anything they feel like.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

See above - it must be definitive.

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This seems a reasonable proposal and would prove a good record for the future

Consultation Question 55:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This appears sensible.

No

Please expand on your answer:

All the above would void the marriage, as they constitute an invalidity of the process, in particular the absence of witnesses

Consultation Question 58:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This would seem to suggest that it was merely a marriage of convenience and there was no intention of being a recognisable union.

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I believe this is self evident.

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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Personal response
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Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I was married in church in the presence of a civil registrar

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

No relevant experience



Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I am somewhat ambivalent about this restriction but, on balance, any thing that adds seriousness to the occasion is valuable.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:



Current practice of publishing banns in the parishes of both participants should be retained.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Opportunity to reflect with an independent party beforehand is important.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Valuable for both to explain their current situation before going ahead.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There are many small churches, possibly as many as 50% of churches, who may conduct weddings infrequently or because their membership is small, do
not have an authorised person and therefore rely on a civil registrar. In these circumstances they could not conform to the Law Commission's aims that
the "the ceremony that is meaningful to the couple should be recognised by law".

The current proposal that restricts registration officers to civil weddings would then require churches without an authorised person to take responsibility
for legalities they have little knowledge of to hold a religious ceremony. This could mean them unwittingly breaking the law.

I should explain that I used to be an authorised person and so am aware of the demands of this task.

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

The phrase "contrary to public policy or morality" is vague and too subjective. A more objective criterion use words like "illegal", "support illegal activity"
or "undermine the rule of law".

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is an extremely serious undertaking by both parties and founded on solemn promises. It is a very significant component of a stable society and
secure family life. Without these publicly spoken commitments it is trivialised and of little consequence - reduced to the mere obtaining of a Government
certificate.

Although a vital part of a genuine wedding, the prescribed words are a small part of the ceremony so take up little time and the rules allow great flexibility
for the remainder of the ceremony.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Yet again there is a danger of trivialising marriage!
The seriousness of the commitment of the parties to each other must be paramount and not personalisation. The authority of the officiants to "uphold
the dignity and solemnity of marriage" could be seriously undermined by the proposal to allow personalisation. If the couple wish to have extreme
unconventionality they can have an additional non-legally binding ceremony, as many do already.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A marriage is not a private affair but important to the whole of society. "open doors" also guards against forced marriage or bigamy.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I doubt that the dignity and solemnity of a wedding can be guaranteed if there is a free choice of venue. Certainly more flexibility in the choice of venue is
welcomed but there needs to be clarity as to how the venue will be tested. "Dignified" and "safe" are appropriate words but they must be precisely
defined and means of testing specified.

on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

As implied above, the venue should permit the ceremony to be "dignified and safe" but also open to the public (see answer to question 47). It is hard to
imagine that criterion being achieved in these environments.

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:
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Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
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Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

However dignity and solemnity require fuller clarification: The form of words used ought to be in plain English that everyone can understand ( A
translator could be used if this would be helpfull at some weddings). The words should make clear that marriage is a committment to lifelong fidelity (
notwithstanding that this often fails in practice) and do so in a manner acceptable to society at large and free from distracting romantic gestures and
idiosyncratic gimmicks.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

My view is that a couple morally marry one another when they make a lifelong committment to sexual fidelity to each other and confess the same to
witnesses and commence cohabiting. This may well take place within a religious or non religious ceremony but not necessarily. The state is only
concerned with recognising and registering marriages but this is important in as much as it is the basis on which society in general recognises the couple
as married. Therefore a limited form of words only should be allowed and the couple should verbally make that committment in a context where in
principle any member of the public could be present.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Wedding ceremonies may vary widely but the point at which the couples act to make their wedding recognisable in law and therefore recognisable by
society in general should take a prescribed form even if minor variations are allowed.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is not a private matter. If it were the state should not be interfering in it. And since mariage is not a private matter neither is the wedding by
which the marriage is entered. Therefore the open doors policy should prevail.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

locations need to be limited to ensure dignity, solemnity and public access

Please share your views below:

Apart from the first all the others limit public access.

Consultation Question 49:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

No

Please expand on your answer:

The location only needs to be suitable for public use and appropriate to the dignity and solemnity of the occasion so I see no problem in for example a
civil ceremony taking place in a church etc. Of course the religious or other organisation may well prefer to use their buildings exclusively for their own
ceremonies.

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

but see answere to Q 35

No

Please expand on your answer:

Someone (Parliament?) needs to define the suitable location acceptable to society at large.

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No problem with 1 & 3, but ther should be witnesses. The importance again of open doors. Marriages and weddings are not private.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Firstly when I was working as an Immigration Officer I interviewed individuals who had gone through a marriage ceremony for the pupose of ultimately
gaining residence in the UK where there was no intention ever to cohabit. The lack of cohabitation was part of the reason to give leave to enter on the
basis of marriage.
Secondly marriage is a sexual relationship so consumation does complete the marriage. If of course a couple desiring consummation are prevented from
doing so (illness, imprisonment, psychological difficulties etc) the marriage would still be valid untill a nd beyond consummation took place. (I am aware
that Same Sex Marriages have no provision for consummation. I do not approve such marriages and I do not consider the relationship between two
people of the same sex to be sexual in the strict meaning of the word sex, that is the anatomical, physiological and psychological reproductive
dimorphism of the human race.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I think that such a couple may well be morally married but if they want their marriage to be recognised beyond friends and family then they should
register it formally.

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUXD-F

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-01 14:53:47

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

I am a self-employed independent professional civil celebrant trading as 

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I am in a marriage recognised by the law.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:



My sister’s wedding was postponed from April last year. She ended up having a registry office wedding in a rushed affair in  town hall.
Restricted in numbers, awful face masks being worn & the ceremony was bland. An outside wedding would have been kept people safe but it would have
been a more pleasant event. The council registrars were simply interested in getting the thing done and us out. A legal celebrant-led wedding would have
been more special, safer for everyone & cheaper. It felt like to my sister that the local council just ripped them off. I also have two nieces who have also
had to postpone their weddings to 2021. They couldn’t get their preferred dates because of date congestion and the lack of availability of registrars. They
are still left in the situation of having large costs paid for what might be a restricted guest list. The uncertainty is really upsetting for them. The contact
with their respective council registrars has been either non-existing or very frustrating & inflexible.
I have been doing a lot of work for couples trying to help them secure a legal statutory wedding service so they can then have a celebrant-led wedding
later when restrictions allow. Whilst some councils are clear on their websites what options are available. Many councils do not advertise the statutory
marriage service of £46 at all or limit its availability to force couples to have more expensive options. Two councils, Windsor & Maidenhead and Reading
told me they would only consider offering the statutory marriage service on special request. It’s no wonder so many couples feel frustrated. It’s a real
postcode lottery. How is this fair?

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The whole notion of”giving notice” is so outdated. Who is going to check. Obviously there needs to be a way of objecting to a marriage if someone is
aware of a legal impediment why someone should not be married, but surely this can be done online in some way.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, makes sense, but councils need to be more flexible with appointments.

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Surely if an issue arises during the meeting, 7 days might be needed to sort it out or get extra documentation rather than postponing the wedding with all
the hassle & costs.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Absolutely, this would make life so much more convenient, people mocking things up for a sham wedding would do a good job face-to-face any way so
why penalise everyone for a few criminals.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Yes, obviously. We are still the UK.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But shouldn’t there be a central giving notice online system. If I know of someone where there is a legal impediment to be married (not divorced), I might
not know in which council area they live and would give notice.

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This makes sense, this would delay couples giving notice until they an officiant whereas at the moment it happens the other way round and can be a bit
of a race if for any reason, there is a delay of securing an officiant.

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

What if the officiant has to unexpectedly retire or is “sacked” from being an officiant?

Consultation Question 13:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No view

Consultation Question 14:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No view

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

No view

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

No view

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

No view

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:

There should be any difference in process between a civil or religious wedding. Neither should be seen in the eyes of the law or process as above or
different from the other.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No



Please expand on your answer:

Why should local councils have the monopoly? Whilst some councils do a good job, others don’t. Whilst I can see it being a core responsibility for councils
to hold & manage the register for marriages (like births & deaths), why should only councils officiate weddings? The private sector can provide additional,
flexible & high quality provision of licensed officiants like they do in Australia, New Zealand and many other countries. Currently many councils try to use
their monopoly to charge varying prices for their registrars to visit licensed venues. These vary widely from council to council where clearly some try to
exploit their monopoly for profit when others don’t. This creates a postcode lottery which is not fair on couples. Surely, licensed officiants whether they
are independent civil celebrants or religious celebrants can create extra capacity, flexibility and high quality provision, giving councils authority to
concentrate on their municipal registration responsibilities. There are many examples where regulated and licensed provision from the private &
charitable sectors fulfils a public need, e.g. doctors, dentists, solicitors, barristers, Family mediators, health & care workers, therapists, counsellors,
education teachers & tutors to name just a few.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This would reduce costs for couples.

Consultation Question 22:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is discriminatory that any religious job role has legal powers over and above a non-religious job role, e.g. an independent civil celebrant. Surely, the
training, licensing and expectations of professional conduct should be the same whether the officiant is religious or secular.

Consultation Question 23:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is discriminatory in modern Britain that belief organisations like religious and humanist organisations that have the power to nominate officiants when
other organisations that are not belief organisations like the Institute of Professional Celebrants, the Fellowship of Independent Celebrants or the
Association of Independent Celebrants, could not. Most people in the UK are neither religious (attend a place of worship regularly), or Humanist (do not
believe in a god at all). Most surveys suggest that the majority of people in England are agnostic. Yet this proposals gives unfair and additional authority to
organisations that do not serve the values and beliefs of the majority of agnostic people.

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I do not believe any belief or religious organisation should have privilege over any non-belief organisation whose function is to serve couples and families,
not to be self-serving in their religious or belief system. Couples should be able to choose how much religious, spiritual, humanist or other beliefs are in
their wedding ceremony, or nothing at all. This is what Independent Celebrant organisations do, they place the people’s belief first, not the organisation’s.

Please share your views below:

As per my last answer: The Institute of Professional Celebrants, The Association of Independent Celebrants, Fellowship of Independent Celebrants. I do
not believe any belief or religious organisation should have privilege over any non-belief organisation whose function is to serve couples and families, not
to be self-serving in their religious or belief system. Couples should be able to choose how much religious, spiritual, humanist or other beliefs are in their
wedding ceremony, or nothing at all. This is what Independent Celebrant organisations do, they place the people’s belief first, not the organisation’s.

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As per previously, I do not see why religious belief and non-religious belief organisations should be treated any differently from other organisations that
want and can train and regulate marriage officiants. It is discriminatory to have this criteria for religious and non-religious belief organisations when it
does not apply equally to non-belief organisations. The number 20 seems a bit arbitrary and quite low. From the last national census, this criteria would
mean we’d have Jedi organisations also officiating wedding but not independent professional celebrants! This seems mad.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:



Agree. This is obvious although the bar here seems pretty low.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

No. To maintain high standards, individuals should be licensed officiants not just a job title. Just in the same way it is individual family mediators,
solicitors, doctors, nurses, therapists or counsellors who are accredited not just a post. This means that if someone leaves one organisation for another,
they can still work and practice their professional job.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Non-belief organisations also.

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The standards, the training and expectations should be the same whether someone officiates for an organisation or independently.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There needs to be equally high standards whether someone is officiating for an organisation or independently. There is a risk that organisations, just like
religious & sporting organisations, professional organisations (like the BMA or National Teaching Council) for many years have shown they are more
interested in protecting their own organisational reputation than doing what is right. The examples of unchallenged child abuse, bullying and corruption
in religious and sporting organisations in the UK are plenty. E.g. covered up child abuse within the Catholic Church & football clubs, bullying in British
Gymnastics, British Cycling. This is a chance to learn from those examples because sadly churches, belief organisations or profit maximising companies
are not trusted by many the British public including me. Safeguards need to be put in place.

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But this must also be the same requirement for persons officiating for a religious or on-religious belief organisation.

Consultation Question 32:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I think it is a free market and organisations should be able to charge what they like, as long as there is choice prices will be reasonable. Some non-profit
organisations may choose to offer lower prices just as provision is provided for regulated therapy or counselling at various prices. Some is funded free by
NHS, some is provided at not-for-profit prices, whilst some is provided at profit-making rates.

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I personally would prefer everyone to be treated the same.

Consultation Question 35:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Although there should not be restrictions on the content of religious or non-religious ceremonies. E.g. only religious officiants can do prayers and
blessings. Independent officiants cannot do prayers & blessings etc. The civil marriage law currently does not meet the needs of the majority of people in
Britain who are agnostic. They want a ceremony which is mainly secular, but has nods to family or traditional beliefs, e.g. it is common for families to want
funeral services to be conducted an independent celebrant - no religion is mentioned at all, but they want the Lord’s Prayer at the end. Something like
this, or banning religious music at a civil ceremony would be wrong and counter to what the majority of people in England feel and believe.

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Although, as said previously, because many organisations are self-serving and there is a risk of abuse of power and corruption, there must be some sort
of Independent arbitration method when authorisation is withdrawn and challenged.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This should apply over nominated person from organisations also.

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

They should also be able to investigate and de-authorise nominated individuals from organisations because otherwise there could be unfair &
discriminatory upholding of standards whether someone works for an organisation or not. This is wholly unfair.

Consultation Question 40:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I think there should be a revalidation process for all officiants whether Independent or nominated from an organisation, just like there is with many
professional standards, like doctors and the BMA. This would make the managing of standards by the General Register Office easier in the long term,
rather than waiting on and acting on complaints. The revalidation however should be equal whether a person is independent or works for an
organisation. The revalidation could be done by the organisation.

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But this expectation should be the same for those who are independent as well as those who work for an organisation. Otherwise it is discriminatory and
unfair.

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Prayers, blessings

Consultation Question 46:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The license should be with the officiant, not the location, just like in other countries. This gives couples more choice and prevents profiteering by licensed
venues.

on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

If the law still allows a person to object to a wedding because they know of a lawful impediment to the marriage, surely the wedding location should be in
theory accessible. Consequently, how can someone object if the wedding is on a plane or on a boat? How can someone object if it is in a private home or
garden? Does there need to be provision that in such circumstances stances, the officiant must be contactable by phone so someone can object?

Other than this, I have no problem weddings taking place anywhere. Couples want and are used to choice. Why should they not have choice.

Consultation Question 49:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As long as there are other methods of people to object to a marriage. I.e by phone.

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

No

Please expand on your answer:



It should be up to the owner of the premises to decide how it is to be used. If the Church of England can raise funds by hiring out a church for a civil
wedding, why not? It will help raise funds to preserve a historic building. If clergy want to officiate a religious ceremony in a school Hall because the local
church has been condemned, why not?

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This should involve the risk assessment & judgement of whether it does not detract from the solemnity of marriage. I think that officiants should be able
to call on an authority like the General Register Office for help if unsure, e.g. is an old castle ruin ok? Is a mock castle in a theme park ok? An officiant
would not want to risk their authorisation or license to officiate if they got a decision wrong.

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Guidance on what is dignified would be needed as this is a subjective term.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is key and should evolve over time.

Consultation Question 53:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This sounds like extra unnecessary cost like getting venues licensed and approved. Surely once a venue has been used once by a officiant, it should be
listed, then if the officiant identifies a substantial change there must be a reason why. It should not be down to the subjective view of the officiant and
neither should it involve extra costs for venues which they will simply pass onto couples.

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

No view

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

No view

Consultation Question 71:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

No view

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Current law frustrates couples wanting to get married. The current law also makes civil weddings more expensive and this might put some people off
marrying.

I think the new proposals will re-ignite interest in civil marriage just like the Marriage Act 1994 did.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

1) varies too much between councils and couples do not know how to maximise their choice as councils do not provide all information on costs, e.g.
Derbyshire has no costs, Sheffield has all costs, Wokingham show only the most expensive options.
2) it’s another postcode lottery. The costs of registrars visiting approved premises in Buckinghamshire on a Saturday is £622, in Rotherham it is £355. This
is ridiculous.
3) no view
4) they range and are at market prices, but at the moment people can’t legally marry on a British beach. Why not? It is safe and dignified? British couples
wanting to have a beach wedding currently have to go abroad!
5) This is mad, too many people don’t understand it and is the biggest hurdle more people don’t use professional celebrants who would meet their
wedding needs better than current civil or religious options.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



The new proposals will improve the current diary congestion that occurs with registrars and licensed venues, especially after 2020 lockdowns. If anything
similar were to happen, the huge frustrations for couples would be greatly reduced.
The increased options means that weddings can better match the personalities, values & beliefs of couples rather than being forced down restricted and
limited options.
Cheaper all round for couples wanting modern celebrant-led weddings because no need to have to do it twice.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

No view

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

No view

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Too many local authorities are doing different things and not all being clear and transparent. Whilst some are helpful, others are very unhelpful and
attempt to profit from their local monopoly on civil marriages. Couples lose out on choice and value for money.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Local authorities can concentrate on their key municipal priorities (managing the register of births, deaths & marriages) and leave legal wedding
ceremonies to others.

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I think the new proposals will reduce some people feeling they have to go abroad for their wedding because more stunning locations in England and
Wales will be available. The British weather will still mean many couples go abroad.

It may increase wedding tourism.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No view

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No view

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No view

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

I think all costs appear reasonable
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

n/a

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It's nonsense to propose that it needn't be necessary for someone to get married without being present at the wedding ceremony. Marriage isn't merely
a private matter where people can do what they wish or don't wish to do. It is a commitment to another person, hopefully for life, if 'only' for the sake of
any children who may come about from the union.

These proposed changes reduce marriage to little more than the equivalent of signing a commercial contract but with fewer conditions attached.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

To propose that people get married only according to the form and ceremony chosen by the parties and agreed to by the officiant would be a retrograde
step for an important institution already under attack.

There is already a large amount of flexibility in the wedding ceremony. The words, the promises made are already at a minimal level and people can add
to them in a variety of ways. A wedding is not just about the couple. The couple enter into a union which is understood by society and has been legally
defined. So society and the law have an interest in the making of a public declaration. A wholly self-defined marriage ceremony would result in marriage
being detached from the law and wider society. Marriage would become an entirely private matter, which it is not.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Removing that requirement enhances the perception that marriage is a private matter without any public significance.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The potential for people to trivialise not only the ceremony but also marriage itself is enormous. Marriage is already lightly regarded by huge swathes of
the UK and allowing couples to get married, should they finally decide to do so, in surroundings more conducive to rest and/or relaxation, such as on the
beach or whilst sitting in a roller-coaster, would endorse that misconception that 'marriage is just a piece of paper', not to be taken seriously.



Please share your views below:

The wedding ceremony should take place in duly solemnised buildings, such as registry offices or churches, in front of witnesses. Anything less risks
diminishing the institution in the eyes of participants and public alike, even more so than it already has been.

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

No

Please expand on your answer:

These proposals for the authorities to get more involved in the kinds of decisions regarding people's religious beliefs, or otherwise, determining whether,
or not, a couple can be married in the officially sanctioned 'religious environment', or otherwise, seems to me to give sanction to governments to get
more involved in what should remain a personal decision. This contrasts to other proposals which would sanction the authorities abandoning areas
where it should be involved, such as the form and words of the marriage ceremony, etc, which I've already commented on in previous questions.

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This proposal gives too much authority to an individual, even a duly authorised individual, to get involved in matters that would bring him/her to added
pressure to grant a couple's wishes. This is the worst of the three options.

Consultation Question 52:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This proposal depends, entirely, on undefined terms. 'Safety' concerns can be addressed but how can the term 'dignified' be anything other than an
entirely subjective definition. This kind of decision making over a venue should not be in the hands of either the officiants or the couple, or the parents of
the couple, or any other interested party, apart from a disinterested and impartial set of regulations.

No

Please expand on your answer:

More work and pressure for honest officials and more opportunities for being corrupted for those who are dishonest.

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Many churches are too small or hold weddings very rarely, and thus rely on the presence of an official registrar who is up-to-date and conversant with the
relevant laws. This proposal would make it very difficult both for them and for couples to arrange a wedding when their church was a couple's chosen
venue and a church ceremony rather than a civil ceremony was required.

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Who is to determine whether "purposes that are unlawful or contrary to public policy and morality" are involved? This is dangerously subjective, and does
not take account of the fact that that Christian teaching on sexuality, sexual ethics, gender identity and even marriage itself is increasingly rejected by
so-called popular culture. The phrase should be clearly stated so as to cover more objective criteria such as the promotion of violence, terrorism, the
overthrow of government or opposition to the rule of law.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Currently, officials at weddings are, by training and conviction, likely to have a serious view on the importance and solemnity of marriage. The same can
be said of religious representatives. But independent celebrants can already conduct weddings that are not legally binding, and hence include
ceremonies which are anything but solemn and serious. Making such ceremonies legal would further undermine an institution which is an essential
contributor to the stability of society.

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As far as I can see, nowhere is marriage defined. Unless it is, then "consenting to be married" means nothing. Marriage has always been understood as a
lifelong commitment to one another, "in sickness, and in health, for better or for worse, until death us do part". The proposals suggest that this is not the
case, and that the two individuals are only required to acknowledge an undefined relationship with one another for an undefined length of time - a
relationship that can be ended when one or other changes their mind. Apart from anything else, that is not the secure and stable relationship that
children need their parents to have.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The form and ceremony should conform by law to certain specifics that reflect and ensure that serious and solemn lifelong commitment that the couple
are making. While individual tastes will obviously and rightly be catered to in the total package subject to the agreement of the officiant, minimum
safeguards should be stipulated to ensure that the married state is not made a mockery. Comic-book ceremonies will inevitably lead to comic-book
marriages.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

One way to ensure protection against bigamous or forced marriages is to keep them open to the public. And the more witnesses to a marriage ceremony,
and the commitment and promises made, the harder it will be for those involved to end it. We have law courts with open doors to show that the law has
been obeyed. The same should be true of marriage ceremonies.

Chapter 7: Location



Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

In the same way as I believe the wedding ceremony should be subject to certain minimum requirements that reflect the solemnity and seriousness of the
relationship being entered into, so should there be minimum defined standards relating the the ceremony's location. These should be more specific than
the current "dignified" and "safe" requirements.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

No. This is not safe. An interview ‘in person’ makes it far more difficult to hide anything.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

It should.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is an added safeguard and opportunity for any who might know of any reason why they might not be joined together in matrimony to intervene.

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, if at the parties’ request.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

I don’t think we should be taking any more steps that may contribute to undermining the unity of the kingdom, no matter how small or insignificant.

Consultation Question 14:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:



They should be published wherever parties with valid reason to object are most likely to hear them.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

They should.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Definitely. This is an essential declaration necessary to provide a sound foundation for a legally binding marriage.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

This consultation is beginning to read like an attempt by the uneducated to separate church and state, which has been attempted in the past with
catastrophic results. The two are separate already, yet hand in hand, for reasons that cannot be explained here. Somewhat like a married couple really.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not sure. How broad is the term ‘clerks’...

Consultation Question 23:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not every local church has a governing body, but any leaders within a local church that is taking its direction from Christ will take very seriously the
solemnity of marriage in line with the concern considered in the case as recorded by the Supreme Court in R (Hodkin) v Registrar General of Births,
Deaths and Marriages [2013] UKSC 77, [2014] AC 610

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Because this is undermining society by encouraging multiple theories on what is right or wrong, good or bad, harmful or edifying.
Belief systems (eg. Nazi-ism) are not all compatible with the others.

This is another ‘bad’ definition, like the new definition of marriage - it has no firm reference points.



Please share your views below:

Any organisation that doesn’t respect the original, world-recognised, all-of-time-time-tested, definition of marriage as the union of a man and a woman
for life, does not take marriage seriously enough to be officiating at weddings.

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

“A sincerely held belief”. That could be anything. Twenty people could believe that they should marry pigs and would therefore be allowed to appoint an
officiant...

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

This whole suggestion is a minefield since the attempt to redefine marriage.
Religious organisations and the state have both been the guardians of the ordinance of marriage for millennia ... unless the erroneous redefinition of
marriage is corrected, this suggestion cannot be implemented because public policy is currently conflicting with marriage.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

To maintain the dignity and sanctity of marriage.

Consultation Question 31:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I am uncertain about point 3 ... but the next question (32) may be alleviating my concerns.

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But how will this be achieved and policed?

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage must be accessible to all and a cheap option or expensive option must never be allowed to cheapen marriage, whether through expensive bling
or cut down budget options, which is where “no limit” tends to end up long term.

Consultation Question 34:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is essential and should clarify that ‘marriage’ covers every aspect of the union including the ceremony and future lives together.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But guidance is too weak. The system is better as it currently is, with legally recognised and binding statements.

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Providing this provision cannot be hijacked by a government that doesn’t recognise the original definition of marriage.

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Providing this provision cannot be hijacked by a government that doesn’t recognise the original definition of marriage.

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

No

Please expand on your answer:

What aspect of marriage, specifically are you expecting to change so drastically that it will require continued professional development...

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is not good enough. This is a major departure from the current system which already has a lot of flexibility for those marrying. The opportunity in the
ceremony to make known a lawful impediment is an important ’last chance’. The legally recognised phrases are also essential.
These changes should not be made.

Consultation Question 43:

No



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is in the public interest to be able to attend any wedding. It is essential that anyone knowing of a lawful impediment is able to access the ceremony,
since it may be there last chance to intervene for someone’s protection. Forced marriages are a big problem today, and this proposal would only make
the problem worse.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This proposal need to be limited to a geographically identifiable location, if only for the sake of maintaining traceable records. But the potential issues go
beyond that and relate to public accessibility as well as questions of dignity and sanctity.

in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

In the air is not a satisfactory geographically identifiable location.
In private homes is unacceptable because they are private.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

No

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No venue should be forced to hire out itself contrary to its values.
However, individuals within a venue should not be able to obstruct a hire because of their own personal convictions.

Consultation Question 51:

No



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This proposal is too vague. There need to be more safeguards.

No

Please expand on your answer:

Once again, it’s just advice; this is not enough.

Consultation Question 53:

No

Please expand on your answer:

People I know who have witnessed Gretna Green marriages have described the process as disappointing and like a conveyor belt. These types of
marriages should be avoided at all costs.

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Encouraging the widespread use of languages other than English in the UK is divisive and will lead to the fragmentation of the kingdom in the long term.

Consultation Question 56:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This will never be secure enough.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Absolutely no.

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Conditionally, yes ... the location must be publicly, practically accessible and and geographically locatable for the sake of keeping official records



Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Conditionally, yes ... the location must be publicly, practically accessible and and geographically locatable for the sake of keeping official records

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

The location must be publicly, practically accessible and and geographically locatable for the sake of keeping official records.
This would almost certainly rule out small and private vessels.

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

It is not so much the immediate wedding costs that these proposals will impact ... the long-term, indirect costs some of these proposals will generate by
further devaluing marriage and removing some essential safeguards also need to be taken into account.
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Personal response
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What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?
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that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

I don't require this information to be treated as confidential.

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I am happily married. My wife and I married in the Philippines, according to local law, and thus our married is recognised in this country as legal.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

There were no barriers preventing us from having a legally binding wedding.



Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

I have had no experience of weddings during the COVID-19 pandemic.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Before I agree, I would like to know the reasons for changing this requirement.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

That sounds reasonable.

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Perhaps this could be reduced if the Superintendent Registrar is persuaded that there is a legitimate reason for doing so.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Anything that could be done to reduce sham or forced marriages should be given serious consideration.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Yes, I don't see why those provisions should not be possible.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, in a world where things are increasingly being done online, I think this makes eminent sense.

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



If the named officiant should cease to be eligible to act as officiant, for any reason.

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The practice should continue, provided a reciprocal arrangement is also legal.

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Provision for war damage would seem unnecessary now, but consideration could be given to replacing this with provision for damage caused by
terrorism.

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

This is surely literally too parochial and belongs to an age far past.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

I would think the Anglican church would want such requirements to be in place.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes, as this all helps towards protecting the sanctity of marriage.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Unless the Anglican church wishes to divest itself of such requirements, they should be left to put their own house in order.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As I understand it, the three legal duties listed above continue the present requirements and I therefore am content with them.

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Where a church has its own Authorised Person appointed, there is no need for a registration officer to also be in attendance. But some churches do not
have weddings often enough to make appointing an Authorised Person worthwhile and even if they did have their own Authorised Person he/she may
not be practised enough to perform his/her duties with confidence.

Consultation Question 21:

No

Please expand on your answer:



In my experience, both the registration officer conducting the wedding, and the registration officer actually registering the marriage have quite enough to
do as it is. To expect one person to perform both roles would be too much, and would trivialise both functions and detract from the dignity and
importance of the occasion.

Consultation Question 22:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I don't agree or disagree: I leave to others to comment on what the Church of England or the Church in Wales should do.

Consultation Question 23:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

That seems at first sight reasonable, but is there to be no national standard and, if there is, who will be responsible for enforcing it?

Consultation Question 24:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

What if that belief system were, for instance, to allow polygamy?

Please share your views below:

Any organisation that allowed:
1. polygamy;
2. marriage of a minor;
3. incest.

Consultation Question 25:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I am content with condition 1 above, but surely condition 2 is too vague? Many views might be sincerely held but might be unacceptable to many
centuries of British tradition?

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Yes, absolutely. For instance, Sharia law allows for girls as young as 9 years old to be married, and for a man to be married to more than one wife.
Moslems should therefore not be allowed to solemnise weddings according to Sharia law alone.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

I think that could be permissible, provided it were made very plain to the organisations the necessity of ensuring that each new holder of the office fulfils
all the requirements expected of him/her.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, absolutely. There ought to be a central point of reference and none is more obvious or appropriate than the General Register Office.

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I agree wholeheartedly.



Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, absolutely.

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, absolutely. Is it anticipated the General Register Office would run courses to ensure the training and professional development are up to the
required standards?

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Absolutely: any thought of making the solemnisation of marriage a commercial enterprise ought to be discouraged.

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, officiants should be prohibited from acting with a conflict of interest, but as to limits on fees they could charge. please see my answer to Question 32
above.

Consultation Question 34:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I don't see why the matter could not be left for the officiant and the organisation to sort out between them.

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, absolutely. Perhaps, rather than merely agreeing to a form of words the would-be officiant should be required to produce his/her own statement
regarding the dignity and solemnity of marriage.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is essential.

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, it should be made very clear to the organisations that the responsibility lies primarily with them.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Yes, the General Register Office should have the ultimate say in this matter.

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, there must be a central and national authority in this matter.

Consultation Question 40:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

If you mean that officiants should be appointed for life, then no, I don't agree. A person who may meet all the requirements in his/her 20s, may be
somewhat lacking in certain respects in his/her 80s. Surely, there should be periodic reviews.

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Provided those provisions are adhered to, I would agree. But if couples wish to retain the statement of no impediment in the ceremony, they should be
allowed to have it included.

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It should be for each of those religions to decide on the precise form of a wedding solemnised under their auspices.

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The couple may just not have a place of worship of their particular faith available to them, so this provision would grant them freedom of religion and of
expression.

Please share your views below:

A couple may, for instance, want their minister to announce a blessing, or give a scripture reading. Provided these are not inordinately long, it would
surely be in order to allow them, subject to prior permission being obtained.

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Absolutely not: "render unto Caesar what is Caesar's and unto God what is God's". The state has no right to forbid religious services.



Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There must always be provision allowed for outsiders to witness or to object to a wedding.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Absolutely not. This could give rise to all kinds of publicity-seeking stunts, which would only degrade the solemnity of marriage.

in the air, and/or

Please share your views below:

Outdoors, inland waters & private homes: each request should be taken on its merits, but definitely not in the air, as this would definitely only detract
from the solemnity of the occasion; also it could throw doubt upon in which parish/registration district/country the marriage was solemnised.

Consultation Question 49:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

They ought to be publicly accessible.
But I don't see why they should have to "regularly available to the public for the solemnization of civil marriages".

Consultation Question 50:

Other

Other

Other

Please expand on your answer:

(1) No, provided the venue meets the requirements of a civil wedding.
(2) No, provided the venue meets the requirements of the religion concerned.
(3) No, provided the venue meets the requirements of the religion concerned.

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No: surely all parties have to be agreed.

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, and so should all parties involved.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, but this information should be made available to all the parties concerned.

Consultation Question 53:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Provided it is only optional.

Please share your views below:

The responsibility should surely lie with the venue and they could make the information available on their website and/or on printed leaflets.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Perhaps (1) could be allowed, depending on the circumstances, but surely (2) & (3) should still be maintained as being vital to the validity of a marriage.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I don't agree this should be automatically presumed. There should be justifiable reasons given for the couple not cohabitating after the wedding.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Just because some people (who may not be in full possession of the facts) believe a thing to be true, does not necessarily mean it is true.

Consultation Question 60:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Is it proposed that any other time limit is going to be introduced in its place? This is not clear to me from your question.
And is it proposed that any investigation be made into the circumstances?

Consultation Question 61:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

I'm not familiar with the current law on this matter.

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This seems reasonable, provided that - given the medical condition of the party with the terminal illness - it ought to be possible for the registration
officer to visit that party, whether at home, or in a care home, hospital or hospice.

Consultation Question 64:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

In what circumstances is the Registrar General's licence currently required?

Consultation Question 65:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, provided that an extension could be reasonably easily granted, depending on the circumstances.

Consultation Question 66:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, provided that an extension could be reasonably easily granted, depending on the circumstances.

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Given the present pandemic and state of lockdown, this seems eminently sensible.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, provided the reasons for the request be based on necessity and not merely frivolous.

Consultation Question 69:

Other



Please expand on your answer:

Yes, provided the reasons for the request be based on necessity and not merely frivolous.

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Yes, provided the reasons for the request be based on necessity and not merely frivolous. For instance, if one of both of the parties is employed by the
Royal or Merchant Navy.

Consultation Question 71:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

For instance, if the parties are on a lengthy cruise, I do not see why they should not be able to wed according to their religious or non-religious beliefs.

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

My knowledge of current trends is mostly anecdotal, rather than statistical, so I would not wish to express a view on this.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

As I answered to Question 85, my knowledge on these things is only anecdotal but from the limited experience in these things nowadays my impression
is that many couples seem to spend a great deal on the trappings of a wedding (costumes, flowers, reception, etc) and the costs of registering the
marriage are minimal in comparison.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

The benefits of (1 & (3) above should be manifest to all. The benefits of (3) above can be questionable and could be frivolous.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

I don't have any first-hand information on this matter.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

I don't have any first-hand information on this matter.

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I don't have any first-hand information on this matter.



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I don't have any first-hand information on this matter.

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I don't have any first-hand information on this matter.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I don't have any first-hand information on this matter.

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I don't have any first-hand information on this matter.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I don't have any first-hand information on this matter.

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

I don't have any first-hand information on this matter.
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Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:
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Personal response
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What is your email address?

Email:
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No



Please expand on your answer:

7 days should be a minimum

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

We are all part of the UK

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Whilst it sounds OK a problem arises when any definition of what is 'lawful' is redefined based on peoples opinions rather than what is TRUE or at odds
with for instance the BIBLE.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Dignity and solemnity must reflect the seriousness of the act of marriage. This needs careful definition of the process and meaning.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Both parties and witnesses need to be present for the signing of any documents and declarations made at the wedding.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The public and the state have a duty and interest that marriage is taken seriously.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See answer in question 43 and as a means of minimising the risks of forced marriages.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There is a need to maintain dignity, safety, simplicity and not in an inappropriate place.

on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

People can celebrate later in in the way they choose.

Consultation Question 49:

No



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This would discriminate against some churches who do not have their own authorised person to conduct marriages, particularly small churches.

It could prevent members of congregation of small churches from getting married in their own church.

It could result in some churches falling foul of the weddings law as an unintended consequence.



Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

This is too subjective and any test should focus on objective criteria such as supporting or promoting illegal activity.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Fundamentally, marriage is a serious and hopefully life long commitment made by two people and must in no way be devalued. Ceremonies currently are
conducted by well trained and committed registrars or religious representatives who are likely to recognise this and be committed to upholding the
‘solemnity’ of marriage. There is a danger of losing the seriousness of marriage and allowing independent officiants to offer bizarre forms of weddings
which would be legally binding and thus devaluing the place of marriage in our society.

It could also result in independent officiants conducting pseudo religious ceremonies to the distress of many who may hold strong religious convictions.

It would also result in commercialisation and financial incentive for an independent officiant taking the marriage = there is no financial self-interest
currently involved.

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:



The prescribed wording in the religious or secular marriage ceremony is brief and focussed reflecting essential words of commitment that two people
make to each other and underling the serious nature of marriage. The rest of the ceremony has opportunity for flexibility and personalisation.

The danger of moving to a marriage where 'anything goes' and is primarily designed to satisfy the wishes of those getting married is that there will be a
devaluing of the institution of marriage and that the words currently employed become a tick box check list.
Why should those getting married ever not be prepared to declare their long term commitment to each other and state that they are legally in a position
to get married in front of gathered friends and family?

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is essential that a legal wedding ceremony reflects the seriousness of the commitment that the two people are making.

There is every opportunity to personalise the wedding celebration in what ever way the couple wish before and after the legal marriage which does not
require a change in the marriage law.

Upholding the ‘dignity and solemnity of marriage’ is very subjective and will open the door in reality to loss of dignity and solemnity of marriage if it is
opened up to commercialisation and customisation. There is the possibility of marriages being performed which are pseudo religious be design which
could be deeply offensive to persons of different faiths. Such a possibility surely must be avoided.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is not a private affair unlike the celebrations which follow the wedding and is important to society as a whole.

A solid marriage reflects the commitment of two people to each other and should have the support of the community. Marriage is not a private affair of
interest only to the two parties.

There is a danger that lack of 'open doors' will lose the protection currently available to help prevent abuse such as forced marriages and bigamy.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is unclear what safeguards will be in place to ensure the dignity of marriage ceremonies are guaranteed. There is a danger that moving restrictions
could open the door to inappropriate venues and situations being used for marriage ceremonies. Who will decide and how will this be monitored and
what is the boundary between 'appropriate' and 'inappropriate'?

It is essential that any change does not trivialise or sensationalise the ceremony but maintain the dignity of marriage.

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?
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Campaign for Preservation of Marriage
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Response on behalf of an organisation

If other, please state::
Derbyshire

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?
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If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

No not possible

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 9:

No

Please expand on your answer:

as per current practice

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I agree with 1) but not 2) only death or illness of the officiant

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Subject to the current requirements

Please share your views below:

No. Only in weddings.

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Other Religions can marry people in their own Churches subject to law.

Consultation Question 14:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Yes for the proposed church involved eg. Methodist, Baptist etc and other non Christian
Churches.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes. As the law stands at the moment.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes. From the legal aspect it has to be determined that the marriage participants are
free to married and not still married to another person and also that there is no false
identity of the person(s) being presented.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

They should be married as at the moment at the Registrar's Office oran approved venue
with an official Registrar or their Deputy.



Please share your views below:

It might be useful to have a list for reference.

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The members need to be officially registered with the organisation with responsibilities
eg .trustship and some of them as stewards with officially recognized duties.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Yes. please exclude. eg Rev.Moon's organization of the 1980's.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Yes both' and be on an officially Registrar that can be checked for authenticity at designated intervals.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As per question 27.

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Only if they have a proven membership of their own independent organisation.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes subject to the usual safe guards . eg Safe guarding Laws of vulnerable adult, children etc.

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Definitely non- profit making.

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Definitely important.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

No time limit but an annual re-registration such as the Medical/ Dental Professions and other . A health or Age limit could be appropriate.

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Only a traditional format in a properly recognized and suitable place for a such a solemn
and dignified ceremony
ceremony.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

This will depend on the religion or otherwise(non-religious) of the couples to be married and the views and wishes of their respective organisations. The
ceremony needs to express solemnity and dignity and respect for the current law.

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

In cases of national emergency such as war and a pandemic the marrying couples may
have to be married quickly in a civil ceremony but in a later period of time when events are safer may wish to be married in a religious setting.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This would not allow for any legal supervision , public observation, prevention of terrorist attacks and normal suitability objections to happen. The killing
of a French priest in 2019 by terrorist.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Only in approved places as per now Churches. Registration offices etc.

outdoors,, on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

No

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This statement needs to be more specific and the question to be less vague.



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

There is a lack of clarity here.

Please share your views below:

The Church of England and Wales and the Government are the arbiters here.
Other Religions will have their Councils and leaders who can be consulted.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Preferably in Welsh/English or English /Welsh depending on the local law.
During the last 12 years there is a requirement that Welsh is now taught in Welsh schools
as there has been a sea change in Welsh culture.

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Provided there is sufficient capacity to trace and prevent fraud and identity theft and
also false marriage statements etc.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 60:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

None that I have read about.

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Fraud is a possibility here.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

No vessels of any description.

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

I would think there is a demand due to the popularity of cruise holidays as and when they
restart.

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

At the discretion of the Registration Officer.

.

Consultation Question 84:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

A fee could be provided for if the fee is reasonable and affordable , so as not to be a
deterrent to the applicants.There will b e a charge in any case for the Registration officer's attendance.

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

The current law is working well I feel ; it is the ease of divorce that influences the statistics eg.
50% of married couples are separated and or divorced after a few years of married life.

Consultation Question 86:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

The current costs might well be a deterrent. At the moment I have nom more daughters to be married. The first was in Jamaica 2005 and the last one in
Portugal 2016
Therefor I am no longer qualified to comment.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Sorry this is too complicated for me. I pass.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Sorry. I pass.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

With respect to fees and costs the object should be to marry the couples without excessive charges and to avoid a Las Vegas(USA.) type business siuation.

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

None

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

None.

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Now we are out of the laws of the European Union English law should prevail.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

None.

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

None. I have no knowledge of Maritime law.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

As previously above.

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

Wearing my Accountant's hat the cost will ultimately be borne by tax payers who are
in jobs and working after the Pandemic has finished and also following the affects of
Brexit. With size of the National Debt this will go on for generations.
The costs of marriage will need to be reasonable and not too high otherwise people
will just not use the services provided.
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Allows flexibility and gives time to think.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

In-person interviews must always be better since body-language can be taken into account. It is not so easy to do that remotely.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

If Scottish law also allows, then yes.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Allow some anonymity.

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Only if there is disestablishment of the Anglican church in all UK nations.

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes; it is necessary to see that they both agree.

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Normally the answer would be 'yes'. However, is 'morality' as in the question, counted as 'public'? If so, how is that 'morality' defined; who determines
what 'morality' is; what is it based on?

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Unfortunately it does not go far enough. The responsibility of officiants should be to ensure that what is part of the legal ceremony upholds the dignity
and solemnity of marriage.

However, what does 'dignity' mean and what does 'solemnity' mean? Without proper definition of these what is said is not clear.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If such officiants are allowed.

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It surely must be that whoever gets married be present at the ceremony. Signing a piece of paper is insufficient and inadequate.

It appears that those getting married would be enabled to say whatever they liked or nothing at all. Public declaration are foundational to what is being
done. This also undermines the wedding ceremony, its solemnity is debased and the seriousness of the commitment made is denied. It is also not much
to expect those being married to publicly express that each party freely expresses a lifelong commitment.

Marriage is not just what a couple decide and so the wedding ceremony must not be open to personalisation; that is a wrong view of marriage. Marriage
should not become the same as a 'personal hobby'.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A marriage ceremony is serious and solemn, therefore, just because a couple wish a particular ceremony is no reason to allow it.

The idea that a couple should be able to choose everything about a wedding ceremony comes from a wrong view of marriage. A wedding is a public
declaration in which society and the state have an interest.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If a marriage ceremony is 'serious' and 'solemn' the place wherein the ceremony takes place must have some semblance of dignity.

outdoors,, on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

How are venues tested to be 'dignified' and 'safe'? This should be clear.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

See the answer above.

Consultation Question 53:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

See the answer to Q52.

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Witnesses are vitally important.
To sign and to register a marriage is vitally important.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

No.

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees



Consultation Question 75:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This could remove a safe guard .

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If the person who is notifying of marriage is the bride or groom and is the person interviewed later and not a representative of either party.

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

As someone who has been the subject of two scams and was nearly taken in by their authenticity, we believe virtual or non virtual interviews are much
more open to fraud, and could be easily masked in sham or forced situations.
Also the Interviewer would have to be very astute to request a face to face interview because of doubts.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Whether there is a risk of harm or not, publishing on line is open to abuse from the 'world'.

Consultation Question 10:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Ditto answer Q 9

Consultation Question 11:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Ditto answer Q 9

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But name not to be publicised

Please share your views below:

yes

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Banns to be published in local communities as well as where the marriage to take place

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

agree

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

agree

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

define Holy Orders

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:



The criteria need to more clearly defined as currently very open ended and woolly

Please share your views below:

agree.

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

agree

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

disagree

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

need to define what is dignified and solemn and honourable of the marriage ceremony.



Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

provided on going training and updating is undertaken, and that they still meet the criteria in place.

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Each party must be present at the wedding ceremony.
A statement needs to be given by the Officiant as to what Marriage is all about and the seriousness of the commitment being made.
Each should be able to express if there is any lawful impediment against the marriage, which may have arisen since the interview, and also others at the
ceremony need to be able to .
Each must verbally consent publicly to the marriage and also sign a legal marriage document, and not just the latter.
Marriage is not just between the couple but is accepted by society that it is legal and has be recognised by the public declaration in the wedding
ceremony.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a serious and solemn commitment and needs to not be undertaken in a frivolous or pressured way .
The officiant should be bound to reflect this in the wedding ceremony whether done before, during or after the celebrations which can be varied.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Removal of the 'Open Doors' or public access removes the protection against forced marriages which is still a major problem in our society.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The ceremony must be in a place where the public can see and hear the proceedings, reflecting the importance of the occasion.

on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

No

Yes

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Safe and dignified need defining and clarification.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



the General Register Office

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Currently the marriage document is signed at the ceremony by those who witnessed it which may include parents or not.
We disagree that names be added at a later date after the ceremony , who may not actually agree with it in the first place.
It may be appropriate to have space for the parents names to be included for reference purposes.

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Documentation should still be given to the couple.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:



Please share your views below:

No problem with this as long as both parties are able to give consent, particularly the affected party.

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

If the motives for marriage are honourable by both parties.

Consultation Question 68:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

yes for armed forces
no for others

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

do not agree

Consultation Question 71:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Both should be named



Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

What about a civil officiant is present and is the choice of the couple.

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

provision for both should be allowed

Consultation Question 74:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

posted as as soon as possible

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUDT-B

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-01 16:23:54

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

A month

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

This should be in person, as there are still technical loop of in personification. Remote interview will encourage marriage against the person will where
they cannot voice out. And this would also aid human trafficking

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

yes

Consultation Question 9:

No

Please expand on your answer:

security issues

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes.
The ensure the legitimacy of the documents

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But the officiants responsibility should extend to the content and tone of the legality of the ceremony.

The definition of dignity and solemnity of marriage needs to be explicitly described to avoid ambiguity.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The idea that a couple should be able to completely personalize their ceremony comes from a wrong view of marriage. A wedding is not just about the
couple. It have legal implication to the communities and society. The agreed meaning of a legal term is what is accepted by that society and not an
individual person definition of that said legal term.
The couple enter into a union which is understood by society
and has been legally defined.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a legal contract and all contract should be entered into not lightly that the weight of the contract is lost.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage ceremony conducted in a religious settling should have the wording of the said setting.

A marriage ceremony conduct in the registry should have the civil wording

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage has public significance so the open door should continue. This would also help prevent forced marriages.



Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There is an appropriate place for every thing. Marriage is a solemn and serious affair which both parties must at all times during the ceremony be able to
have all their faculties alert that they are making the right decision to enter into this contract.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

The term safe and dignified is ambigious. This should be well spelt out where wedding ceremonies can take place.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YF4A-S

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-01 16:24:47

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:



No

Please expand on your answer:

The requirement to be resident in a registration district for seven days prior to giving notice of intention to marry is important as it shows the seriousness
of the commitment to marriage and that a couple do not make the decision to marry on a whim.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I agree because of the separate in-person interview which would be required. This is important as it should help to show that the individual is willingly
making the decision to marry and is not being coerced.

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Seven days should be a minimum. Marriage is a serious decision to make and people need time to ensure they are not being frivolous in their decision to
marry.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

No. In person interviews should be for all individuals who wish to marry so that it can better be established that the person is marrying freely and is not
under any level of coercion.

Remote interviews may mask that the person is not freely consenting to marriage and this may not be picked up during a remote interview.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Under the circumstances described above, yes.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Yes. If unexpected events cause the Anglican church to be unavailable for the wedding notice should be given so that the banns of marriage can be
placed in a different church.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes to both parts 1 and 2. Documentary evidence that both individuals are free to marry and freely consent to marry is important.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Where weddings take place in a religious place of worship, for religions which are recognised as mainstream, a minister or other religious equivalent
should officiate at the ceremony.

If the religion is not officially recognised then a registration officer should also be present to ensure the wedding is legitimate,

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

No, I do not agree with this statement in entirety. Secular laws and views on morality can be in contradiction to religious teaching on who should enter
into marriage.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

An index of named individuals, or some other means of verification, will ensure the authenticity of the officiant.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This proposal supports the integrity and seriousness of marriage and the wedding ceremony.

Consultation Question 29:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This would depend on the reason for needing an independent officiant. At the moment, officiants are from recognised religious and non-religious bodies,
as in registrar office weddings.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There should be a limit on the fees an officiant can charge to prevent an opportunity for profiteering from marriage and wedding ceremonies.

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

It is most important that the dignity and solemnity of marriage is recognised by those entering marriage, the government, society and the officiant
conducting the wedding.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This to ensure that all officiants have regard to the solemnity of the wedding ceremony and marriage.

Consultation Question 37:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

In the first instance, responsibility should lie with the nominating organisation . However, there should be recourse to a higher authority in the event of
the organisation not maintaining fit and proper standards.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There should be a time limit to ensure that the person requesting to become an officiant is serious in their intent. The time limit may depend on the
length of training required by particular religious groups or non-religious organisations.

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The solemnity and dignity of the wedding ceremony must be upheld by the state. Some locations are unbecoming to the official nature of a wedding
ceremony.

on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

Wedding ceremonies must respect the dignity and "weightiness" of the commitment of marriage. Some venues trivialise the ceremony.
Some venues would inhibit public access to the wedding, which is a long -held requirement of weddings.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Public access to weddings is a way of ensuring that the neither party is being coerced into marriage. Importantly, the public aspect of weddings serves as
a reminder that marriage is not wholly private, as much as people today might think. The commitment of marriage is for the good of both the couple who
are marrying and society.

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Not Answered

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There needs to be a high standard with regard to the dignity of the location of the wedding and leaving this decision to an officiant will lead to an erosion
of this dignity because there will be varying view points as to what is regarded as suitable.

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Representatives from religious groups and recognised non-religious groups who have a regard for the dignity and solemnity of marriage should be part
of the process. A consultation process similar to this could be undertaken.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The information about date and location affirms the wedding ceremony in time and place, In conjunction with information about the parents, the
wedding ceremony is viewed in its wider social context. It means that a marriage isn't solely and wholly a private matter between the two marrying
parties. This information is also useful to children and descendants of the couple who are trying to research and understand their own family roots.

There may be circumstances where information about parents is considered too sensitive to disclose, in which case, non-disclosure should be allowed.

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences



Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Birth and death have to be registered correctly and with due regard to the significance of these events. Marriage should be viewed with the same
weighting.

Each of these proposals significantly reduces the "weightiness" and importance of the marriage ceremony. The marriage should be documented and
registered properly as a public record that the marriage has taken place.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This proposal would allow for marriages of convenience where neither party has genuine intent to be married but want the marriage certificate for other
intentions for example, the so called "Green Card" marriage.

Exceptions to this would be in circumstances where military personnel wish to marry but a posting abroad prevents cohabitation or where the illness of
one, or both, parties prohibits cohabitation.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Presumption does not mean that something is the case. Marriage is not the same as cohabiting.

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The situation of a person who is in a non-consenting marriage may not allow for the individual to petition for nullity within a three- year timeframe.

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Every reasonable effort should be made to "interview" the person who is to marry to ensure that they are marrying of their own free will and that no
measure of coercion is being place upon them by means of their vulnerability.

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

A validity of 12 months would allow for changes in the condition of the terminally ill person/s.

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

A 12 month period would allow for changes to circumstances.

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Conducting these aspects of the wedding ceremony remotely significantly undermines the importance and seriousness of marriage and leaves it open to
abuses. The proposal needs to explain comprehensively the emergencies that would require a marriage to take place under these circumstances.

No

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

The proposal need to explain the nature of the circumstances where a person needs to marry remotely because they are at risk of death.

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Due regard needs to made for the dignity of the vessel on which the marriage ceremony is taking place. It needs to be a vessel where all concerned can
focus on the ceremony without undue distractions.

Consultation Question 71:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This information shows that there has been a degree of fore thought with the wedding and an intention to marry.

Consultation Question 72:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

The officiant from the crew would need to be of a rank which supports the significance and dignity of a marriage ceremony.

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

In respect to a person who is housebound an additional cost should not be incurred.
In respect to a person who is in prison - yes.

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(2) there should be no fee.



Please expand on your answer:

This is an act of charity and compassion towards a person who is dying.

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

The current law does not discourage couples from marrying. People who do not marry often point to the cost of extravagant wedding ceremonies and
say that they cannot afford these. Others do not deem marriage as necessary for family life, as it is now acceptable for children to be born outside of
marriage.

The proposals may not lead to an increase in the number of couples who are legally married. Widening the remit of what makes a marriage legally valid,
or attempting to make weddings easier to access, serve to undermine the integrity and substance of a marriage service. Marriage is a serious business
requiring an ongoing and lifelong commitment to keep working at it.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Venues for weddings need to be appropriately dignified, which is why there s a pre-approval process. The more relaxed society becomes in regard to the
type and nature of premises which are approved for weddings the more couples will seek variety and novelty. Each of these new venues will require
approval and that will put up the costs of weddings. The proposal to drop the requirement for a pre-approval process in order to reduce costs will lead to
marriages in unsuitable places, undeserving of the dignity of marriage.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:



Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUXR-W

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-01 16:33:10

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

None - God's words in his book The Bible

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

It is not confidential

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

These questions are very ambiguous and could be difficult for some to answer correctly! Should it be Yes I am in a marriage that is not recognised by the
law or should it be No my marriage is not recognised by the law. We ourselves are legally married.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

N/A



Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

As we were man and woman (as intended by God to have fellowship and bear children and care and love one another) together as a family unit there
were no barriers.

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

N/A

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

We do not agree with abolishing the seven days notice because marriage is an important institution and is not to be taken lightly and needs to be well
thought through.

Consultation Question 5:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No we do not agree, it should always be in person only. Getting married is one of the most important decisions a person can make in life and should not
be taken lightly, without a lot of thought and consideration. There is too much heartache caused to couples and families when a marriage breaks down
because it has not been well thought through, especially when children might be involved as well.

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

It should be a minimum of 28 days

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

They should always be face to face.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Strict controls need to be enforced so that hasty marriages do not take place

Consultation Question 9:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It should be by Public Notice either in local press or during Church Services

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Depends what the circumstances might be?

Consultation Question 13:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Another stupid ambiguous question which just confuses people. We think that banns published in Scotland, Norther Ireland or Ireland should be enough
to authorise an Anglican wedding in England or Wales.

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Yes, we agree that it is good for banns to authorise an Anglican wedding should be required to be published only in the church where the wedding is to
take place

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes we totally agree with both points above

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes, totally agree

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

We agree with both these statements and believe that they are a very important part of marriage ceremonies

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

All are necessary

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

We agree on point one, but not on two

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Do not have the faintest idea what this question means?

Please share your views below:

Do not understand this question (gobbledegook)

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Any organisation that promotes purposes that are unlawful or contrary to public policy or morality regarding the sanctity of marriage should not by law
be allowed.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Only by recognised office, not by individuals

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Other

Please expand on your answer:



We do not agree with the first proposal (No 1) as 18 years old is definitely not old enough and should at the very least be aged 21. We agree to Nos 2 and
3.

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Do not understand this question!

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It should lie with the General Register Office

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

If it is an approved organisation then no time limit, but if it is a a single officiant then a time limit ought to apply.

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:



Other

Please expand on your answer:

1. They should always be required to express orally (unless unable to) both points a. (unless orally unable to) and point b. during the actual wedding
ceremony.

2. If they believe in God and the sanctity of marriage conducted under his name then it should be a marriage which reflects this belief. If it is a marriage of
another recognised faith then it should be reflective of their belief. All marriages should be conducted in a manner which is appropriate to the enormity
of the decision to get married and to the life time commitment which it is meant to be.

3. We agree

4. We agree

Consultation Question 43:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

As long as they adhere to the definition of marriage which is a formal union and social and legal contract between two individuals who have agreed to be
married that unites their lives legally, economically, and emotionally and upholds the sanctity of the wedding ceremony.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

We do not understand what this means or the implications of it. If it means same sex marriages etc we feel they should only be held in Registry Offices.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

We agree as long as it is not held somewhere which downgrades the sanctity of marriage

outdoors,, on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Do not understand the question

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Far too complicated. We do not even understand all the jargon let alone give our views on it.

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

That would be up to you to organize

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

With regard to number4. we feel that marriages should only be held in Registry Offices or unofficial locations

No



Please expand on your answer:

The marriage should be void

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Do not understand the question

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

do not understand

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Do not understand the question

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Evidence should always be required

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Providing all legal requirements are met we agree

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Name of officiant should be given as well

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

We do not know

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:



(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

We do not know the answer to this question

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

There are no problems with a man and woman getting married in this country anyway whether that is in a church, registry office or elsewhere according
to their beliefs.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

As long as the sanctity of the marriage ceremony is being kept we don't see that there is any benefit



Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

No views

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

-

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

--

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

-

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

-

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

-

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

-

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

-

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

We think it is up to you to think long and hard about changes you are suggesting



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUD4-B

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-01 16:34:53

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

 Celebrant

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There are many independent celebrants working in the industry and to not us to be 'authorised' would be discriminatory and severely restrict choice for
couples.
If countries such as America and Australia can licence individual celebrants, I cannot see why Britain should be any different.

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals



Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

On point 1 - availability of register office weddings is often restricted to 'office hours' i.e 9am-5pm. This gives no flexibility should a couple wish to marry
in the evening or early morning. At peak periods, register offices often become very full, with couples having to choose alternative dates for their
ceremony. The cost of 'register office' weddings has also escalated since the introduction of much larger registration districts (e.g. the county of Essex
comprised of many local 'registration districts', much became one district, meaning only one 'register office', with all the others being turned into
'community venues' at a higher cost to couples.

On point 2 - the costs of marrying at an approved premises can be prohibitive to some couples as the venues charge their large fees, with the Registrar
fees on top of that - the Registrar fees for attending venues far, far above the cost of holding the ceremony at the Register Office.

On point 4 - For many couples who wish to marry in a location of their choice, which is not necessarily authorised for weddings, the costs start to spiral
with having to hold a legal ceremony, and then pay for a celebrant and location of their choice, to enable them to have a truly meaningful ceremony.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUDR-9

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-01 16:45:02

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is likely to cause problems for small independent churches that do not employ a minister, or independent churches that are between ministers (it
can take a year or two to find a replacement if the incumbent leaves suddenly). There is already a most unsatisfactory situation in the Netherlands where
church couples have to (effectively) get married twice, once at the registry office to make the wedding legal, then the 'real' (though not legally recognised)
wedding at the church. We really don't want that sort of redundancy here.

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

'Contrary to public policy or morality' is a horrible phrase and should not appear in a statute. It is inexact, and could be interpreted by those in authority
to bar evangelical churches from conducting weddings where bride and groom make traditional vows, or where the church has traditional views of
marriage (e.g. that marriage is only between one man and one woman)

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is presumably about raising the status of 'celebrants' to officially recognised registrars. These celebrants, or some of them, are notorious for
conducting bizarre (though not legally recognised) 'weddings' involving participants dressing up as animals and other wacky stunts. Marriage is a serious
undertaking and those officiating should exclusively be people who have been trained to understand the gravity of the institution.

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not a good idea. Marriage is a solemn vow and having set words removes all ambiguity. The (very few) set words are hardly burdensome and there is
plenty of freedom of expression allowed otherwise.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A marriage is a solemn legal undertaking and should be in a dignified setting reflecting the serious of the institution of marriage. Allowing a free for all
detracts from all this.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There are strong reasons for keeping marriages public. One is to prevent bigamy. Currently, if an abandoned wife hears her (still legal) husband is
planning to remarry, she can attend and object. Also, private marriages could be a cover for forced marriage.



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUW3-W

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-01 16:45:54

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

This restriction seems unnecessary and may be difficult in some circumstances

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Could be helpful for some folk wanting to marry

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

A 'cooling off' period should be included and 14 days would be in line with other contracts

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

The norm should be an in-person interview as the best way to prevent sham or forced marriages

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

See no reason for changing this

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This would be in keeping with current communication methods

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This seems reasonable

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The officiant has a vitally important role

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is a very helpful way of dealing with such a potential practical problem

Please share your views below:

Only is the substitute has been included in the schedule from an early stage

Consultation Question 13:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



This constraint seems wise

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

War damage in most unlikely - but terrorist damage should be considered

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

With relatively few now attending church the banns should be published elsewhere I addition to the church

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

This is highly desirable to try to maintain the solemnity of the marriage proposal

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

This should be considered as vitally important

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

This helps to emphasise the solemnity and importance of the marriage contract

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

These should be vitally important responsibilities of the officiant

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The Registration Officer should not replace the approved church officient

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Doubling up seems unlikely to add to the solemnity of the ceremony

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This seems reasoable

Consultation Question 23:



Other

Please expand on your answer:

This seems reasonable for official religious organisation but there must be a constraint on what constitutes a non-religious organisation

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

A definition is esssential

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Prefer named individuals

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Very important that 'fit and proper' persons is well defined

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is important to help ensure that all is done with appropriate dignity

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Officiants should be responsible for ensuring that the content of the marriage ceremony, its location and their own conduct all show appropriate dignity
and solemnity. It would help to define these terms.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If done adequately this could be a good way of helping to ensure dignity and solemnity

Consultation Question 37:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

There needs to be a way of drawing attention to officiants short-comings as it would be difficult for the organisations to fully monitor all that is done by
officiants

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is generally understood to be a legally binding long term contract between the couple (ideally for life). this is a serious matter which needs to be
fully recognised in the content of the ceremony and in the way the ceremony is carried out.
The couple must both be present and make a clear verbal expression of consent to each other during the ceremony.
The consent should include specific prescribed phrases.
The consent must be confirmed in writing and signed by both the individuals.

Consultation Question 43:

No



Please expand on your answer:

Marriage must be accepted as a serious and solemn occasion. This is best ensured by using prescribed words and restricting the choice of location to a
generally accessible place that would not be expected to detract from the seriousness and solemnity of the occasion.
The participants must not be allowed to do anything they choose with the only constraint being agreement with the officiant.

Consultation Question 44:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not sure why only these groups are noted

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If the parties want a religious service after a civil wedding ceremony why not allow that to happen.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage should not be a secret affair and public access also helps protect against forced marriage

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The location must be generally accessible and not detract from the seriousness, solemnity and significance of the occasion. The location must be safe and
dignified.

Please share your views below:

The above comments must determine permitted locations. 'In the air' should not be considered as a suitable option.

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Religious belief venues must not be used for non-religious wedding ceremonies.

Consultation Question 51:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But approval must take account of constraints mentioned in the comments on Question 48

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Comments on Question 48 are relevant to this Question.
There needs to be clear guidance to enable officients to determine whether a location is safe and dignified.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This could be a mechanism for guiding officiants , but the General Register Office needs to follow clearly defined legal requirements.

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Welsh registration should include an English translation

Consultation Question 56:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

These suggestions seem to be very inconsistent with the significance of marriage

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Such options do not preserve the solemnity and dignity of marriage



Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See comment on Question 68

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

See comment on Question 68

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUXM-R

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-01 17:03:43

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

private citizen

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

consultation need not be treated as confidential

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I'm not married

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I'm not married

No

Please expand on your answer:

I'm not married

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:



none that I am aware of

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

I haven't attended any weddings during the pandemic

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

There should be enough time to reflect on the drastic nature of marriage and allow change of mind.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Face-to-face interviews would help stress the drastic nature of marriage. Remote interviews suggest a slackening of standards in the matter. Convenience
isn't everything.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The public have a right to know what they are asked to approve of.

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Perhaps one substitute officiant should be allowed. Too many suggests a personalising of the civil element in the ceremony.

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Sounds reasonable

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Preferably at some others - say, 3. A balance should be struck between publicising a proposed marriage and not requiring churches distant from the
wedding church to be directly involved.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes. Sounds reasonable. Credentials should be checked and the drastic nature of marriage be stressed.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes. Sounds reasonable.

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:

With the variety and mishmash of views on marriage these days, there should be one basic civil ceremony for all, with the same wording, conditions etc. If
religious and non-religious organisations wish to add their own ceremonies later, that's up to them.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Sounds reasonable

Consultation Question 20:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

They mat be present at other ceremonies, to check that the minimum requirements re wording etc are met.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Sounds reasonable; or have there been problems in connection with this?

Consultation Question 22:

No

Please expand on your answer:



A government officiant should be present at every wedding to make it the "same for all" and check that all the minimum requirements re wording etc are
met.

Consultation Question 23:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The whole process should be objective with government checking on all weddings.

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Only government registrars should be allowed to confirm the validity of weddings, then the public knows every wedding has been confirmed according to
a basic formula. There should be no suggestion of subjective views or practices in the matter.

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Sounds reasonable.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

No. Officiants should be nominated by government.

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It should be done by government.

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Sounds common sense. A wedding isn't a commercial procedure.



Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There should be a limit on fees, to make sure that poorer people aren't barred from marriage for financial reasons.

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, of course, and they should be authorised to ensure the safety and dignity of the wedding ceremony.

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The prime responsibility should be with government.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

There shouldn't be any independent officiants.

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

1. b This requirement should not be removed. 
2. A basic civil ceremony should apply to all. If people wish to add further ceremonies, that's up to them.



3. Marriage is such a drastic thing that consent should be verbal as well as written. 
4. Consent should be expressed during the ceremony. There is the hint of a a possibility here of the parties being absent during their own ceremony.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Emphatically not. There should be no possibility of subjective input in the matter. A basic civil ceremony should be required for all weddings so that
society knows where it stands on the matter. If people wish to have subsequent ceremonies reflecting their beliefs, that's up to them.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Better not. Keep the ceremony exactly the same for all, then society knows where it stands on the matter. If subsequent ceremonies are desired, that's up
to the parties concerned.

Please share your views below:

No. Keep the wedding the same for all. Religious content can be added later in a separate ceremony if so wished.

Consultation Question 46:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If a religious service is to happen it can do so on other premises.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The public has a right to check on the validity of a wedding. Open doors also help prevent a forced marriage.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Emphatically not. To maintain the objective nature of the basic bond, only certain suitably dignified locations should be allowed. Even better: every couple
should have a civil ceremony and if they wish to follow that up with another ceremony in another location, that's up to them

outdoors,, on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

All these locations should be banned; the first as being undignified, the other three as not being sufficiently accessible to the public.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

They should be publicly accessible so that they (the public) can check on the propriety of the wedding.



Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Only locations approved by government as upholding the dignity of a marriage should be approved. There should be no element of subjectivity on this.

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

2. Dignified is probably better defined as certain government approved locations. The drastic nature of marriage should be upheld.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Pre-approval processes should be compulsory.

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Sounds reasonable. The validity of a wedding should never be in doubt.

Consultation Question 55:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Few people speak Welsh. The choices should be English only or English and Welsh.

Consultation Question 56:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



3 and 4 should read "either" rather than "both".

No

Please expand on your answer:

1. A minor mistake could be ignored.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

All proper procedures should be kept.

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

A basic, civil ceremony should be gone through. As it should be operationally fairly simple, why let some couples ignore it?

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Sounds common sense.

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

No

Please expand on your answer:

All weddings should be supervised by a government officiant.

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Sounds reasonable.

Consultation Question 76:



(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

People in this dire state should be given special concessions.

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

A civil wedding should always be an option. Even better, it should be compulsory, with other ceremonles added later if the couple so wish.

Consultation Question 78:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Sounds reasonable.

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If a wedding involves other people in extra expense, the couple should pay.

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

3. is best. Have the same separate legally recognised wedding for alll other ceremonies can happen if so wished.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

1. shouldn't be allowed
2. should be compulsory, or at least available to, all.
3. Every wedding should be a civil one, couples can then go to other ceremonies if they wish.

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUDG-X

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Elder of  Evangelical Church

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Many churches rely on the registrar being able to come to register the wedding as they do not have an authorised person, for whatever reason, or even
that their authorised person is unwell. Many churches, which are often small, find it difficult to find an authorised person from within their congregations
and therefore would be unable to hold a legal ceremony in the church. Our own church authorised person is elderly, wishes to retire but we cannot find
anyone to replace him.
If a couple from within the church congregation (or one of them from within) wants to marry it is very important to them, their family and the
congregation that they be able to legally marry in their own church in the presence of family, friends and that congregation.
The legal state of marriage is held very precious in our church and is a solemn institution which needs to be upheld.

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

This proposal sounds reasonable but is woolly in its wording. The statement "contrary to public policy or morality" is a totally subjective and indeed 
constantly changing basis. It may be that such a standard could exclude individuals who hold perfectly reasonable and legal views but which do not 
concur with current or indeed future "public policy". The word morality itself is totally variable and therefore cannot be used as a standard. What is 
perfectly moral to many people including "public policy" could in my way of belief be totally immoral and unacceptable.



The idea is plausible but very difficult to provide objective criteria to make it workable. It therefore would be dangerous to pursue this and I oppose it.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Only civil registrars and religious officiants are currently allowed to officiate at legal marriage ceremonies at the moment. The idea of opening this up to
all and sundry is an appalling idea. Independent officiants could hold a myriad of views on marriage or indeed provide marriage of any kind desired for
the payment of a fee. This idea does not keep the solemnity of a legally binding marriage but opens it up to all kinds of weird and wonderful ceremonies
that could be "legal" with this idea.
Those who officiate whether civil or religious hold strong beliefs on the solemnity and seriousness of the vows undertaken. This is a major commitment of
a couple to each other and that high standard must be upheld for the sake of marriage itself and for the whole concept of family.
I understand that some independent officiants taking weddings that are not legally binding have undertaken them in all kinds of settings including under
water; on big dipper rides and indeed with the couple and others dressed as comic characters. Keep such ridiculous situations outside of the law. Do not
make them legal or they will proliferate to the detriment of our society.
I do feel such a move could lead to a commercialisation of the whole marriage ceremony, which should be kept solemn and not ruled by money or buying
the wedding you want according to whims of a moment.

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The marriage act of 1949 sets out "prescribed words" that should be used during a ceremony for it to be legal. This should continue as these statements
provide a foundation for the other promises set out in the ceremony.
Marriage is a serious and solemn undertaking as a couple commit to each other (preferably for life), it should not be hard to include these few sentences
within the marriage framework. Without them the marriage ceremony could become much more casual and less meaningful.
Marriage is not done in a corner, it is done in front of witnesses and well-wishers and it is therefore a matter of public commitment. Having prescribed
words is part of that promising to each other and to all present at the ceremony.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is a suggestion for a free for all! The ceremony has few set words and most of the rest are agreed with the celebrant and therefore there is already a
degree of the ceremony being personalised.
This free for all would again lead to the ceremony being casual, not solemn, and this sort of wild abandon should not be sanctioned by the state as being
"legal" and "proper".
Also it would lead to a commercialisation of marriage with the officiant who is willing to do anything the couple wants demanding the highest fee. That is
wrong. Keep the marriage ceremony serious with set words and a religious celebrant and a civil registrar present if required.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I think this is a good idea so long as it is kept as a mainly civil service. Some small religious component requested by the couple should be allowed rather
than ruled out.



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No definitely not! The open door is a good requirement as it clearly states than anyone can come in and observe the ceremony which is NOT private but
public.
Marriage is a statement of commitment that is made before the world and all society should have access to it. This is a joyous occasion to be enjoyed, not
hidden away behind closed doors.
It is right that those of faith communities who have their buildings being used for the purpose of a wedding should be free to observe and to see that all
is done in accordance with the beliefs of that congregation who meet in that building.
There should be nothing to hide - so why not leave the door open? It also provides the opportunity for someone to object if they believe that a bigamy or
a forced marriage is taking place. Legal marriages should not go "underground" or they will be abused.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is good that places where marriages take place need to be registered and deemed to be appropriate. If any venue is allowed, how can we be sure that
they will be suitable and dignified. How could any check be done and by whom and with what standards?
Again the solemn nature of a marriage must be preserved in law. They should not take place anywhere someone can think of to be different.
Law is a serious matter and therefore the laws concerning weddings need to be serious and not flippant and poorly worded.
Change with great care, sometimes it is actually better to leave well alone. New is not necessarily better and change is not always for the good of the
nation.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Remote interviews should only be held in extreme circumstances e.g pandemics.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Civil registration should be a requirement for all marriages, irrespective of any further celebration, religious or non religious. This is common practice in
Europe .

The celebration should have no legal significance nor legal requirements.
Persons who wish to treat the celebration in a trivial or highly symbolic fashion should therefore have the freedom to do so.

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

No

Please expand on your answer:

In line with requirement for a mandatory civil ceremony as expressed above.

Consultation Question 23:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As above

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As above

Please share your views below:

You are opening an unnecessary minefield! Only civil registrars should perform the marriage ceremony in a registration office.

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:



Another minefield that can be avoided!

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

No

Please expand on your answer:

AS above

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As above

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This can only be guaranteed in a civil marriage ceremony and therefore will automatically be applied. What if the officiant does not uphold such a wishy
washy requirement... will anybody take action. I very much doubt it! The tone and the content will be prescribed in the Civil ceremony.... the celebration
can take whatever form the parties wish.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

In the context the guidance sets the form of the civil marriage .

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There should be no independent officiants!

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is not clearly stated that both parties need to be physically present .

The marriage should only be formed when both parties have orally expressed their free consent and signed the marriage document. ( Exception being
made for those physically incapable of such acts.)

There should be one form of words only. Anything else can be made in the celebration to follow the official marriage ceremony, but such words would
have no legal standing.

Para 2 is unworkable, what is its purpose? What relevance has it got to the law of the land? I suggest, NONE!

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The marriage ceremony should , as explained above be a civic legal ceremony, which confers rights and obligations under law on the participants in
relation to child maintenance, shared property , divorce, settlement etc. etc.

The state has a vested interest in the civic definition of marriage.

It has no vested interested in the desire of individuals to make it some kind of spectacle encompassing anything else the individuals desire. This can be
left to their own celebrations which should have no standing in law .

Consultation Question 44:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

AS ABOVE Religious Celebrations of marriage become just that.

With no standing in Law. EXCEPT for those already married . All new marriages to be a civil ceremony followed by any celebration desired by the
participants.



Consultation Question 45:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

The civil wedding should always take place. in a registry office / town hall... as performed in European countries.

A religious service / celebration should have nothing to do with the civil ceremony nor have any role in the legality of the marriage.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The ceremony should take place in a public as a further protection against forced marriage / bigamous marriage etc.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

WE should adopt the European system of the ceremony taking place in the Town Hall / Registry office.

The celebrations that follow can occur according to the wishes of the participants.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Surely the GRO has better things to do? What happens if having given the advice it is not carried out. Who polices this? Nobody?

Consultation Question 53:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

AS explained above....Marriage ceremonies should take place in Town Hall/ Registry Office.

Celebrations anywhere participants desire.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The primary form should remain a paper record.

Electronic registration should be a secondary means ... to easily check for bigamous marriages etc.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This appears like an open invitation for Sham Marriages?

One surely expects a married couple to cohabit unless there is a valid reason e.g. military service, disability , hospitilisation etc.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The legality of a marriage should be defined only in terms of the completion of the marriage ceremony. Otherwise what is the point of marriage
ceremonies?



Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Individual response

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

This could have unseen implications depending on the interpretation of 'unlawful or contrary to public policy or morality': there should be no 'thought
police' idea - such as discrimination for groups which hold to the traditional view of marriage as being between one man and one woman for life.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

All aspects of marriage are solemn and should be regarded seriously, so someone making a business of conducting weddings would undermine this.

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This responsibility should cover both the officiant and the content of the ceremony. It is important that the terms 'dignity' and 'solemnity' are defined so
that the seriousness of marriage is clear.

Consultation Question 36:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Depends on what the 'Guidance' says!

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Public declarations of free consent and lack of impediment to a marriage are an essential element in the marriage ceremony, as this is a legal and social
agreement, not just a personal one between the bride and groom. Thus, simply signing the marriage schedule is inadequate and the words spoken in the
ceremony are essential as a serious and lifelong commitment is being made. It is not too much to expect that some specific phrases are used in order to
mark the seriousness of the promises being made. Both bride and groom must be present at the ceremony and make their promises clearly to each
other and to the witnesses present.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Obviously the couple to be married and the officiant need to agree on the form of the service, but a wedding is a public declaration of the couple's
intention to live together for the rest of their lives and to form a secure and stable unit in society, so the service must reflect the significance of the event
and cannot be in a form which undermines this fact. It is a solemn undertaking and there must be safeguards to ensure the appropriate nature of the
event. 'Solemn' and 'dignified' are essential elements in a marriage service.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

However, the couple should surely examine their stance: do they want a religious service -when their vows are made before God - or simply a civil service,
to be legal in the eyes of society.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Most definitely not. The 'open doors' policy is vital for at least two reasons: firstly, it is a protection against forced marriage (which is the reason it was
originally required and this is still a problem in British society in the 21st century) and secondly, it helps to underline the public nature of wedding
declarations. (In the past, the ceremony took place at the church door, so that all inhabitants could see that this couple were making their vows to each
other.)



Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As I have made clear in my previous responses, a marriage is both a public and a private event. Venues should be appropriate places where a solemn,
significant ceremony can take place. This does not mean that the list of approved locations cannot be expanded but due care needs to be taken. The
terms 'safe' and 'dignified' need greater clarity. The ceremony can be separated from the accompanying celebrations, which can be as whacky as a couple
wishes but the actual undertaking of a marriage is too special to be undermined by an inappropriate location/venue.

Please share your views below:

See comments above.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

There should be a clear distinction between religious and non-religious venues: either the vows are being made before God or they are not.

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As stated above, there needs to be clearer definitions of these terms; what criteria would be employed; what safeguards would be in place? Above all, the
purpose of a marriage should be paramount: it is a public statement of a couple's intent to live together for the rest of their lives, with solemn promises
given and received. The wedding location and content of the service must reflect these facts.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

See response above.

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Written records are more durable.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Why these exemptions? Witnesses are important and literacy rates mean that people should be able to sign their names on the document.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

See comments about venues given above.

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Regarding question (1) above: the current law does not discourage (nor prevent) couples from getting married. 
Regarding question (2) above: any change which results in the demoting of the significance or permanence of the contract entered into would be



counter-productive. As stated in answer to earlier questions, marriage is a solemn undertaking. The number of married couples in this country is also
affected by the ease of divorce in the UK. 'Easy in' and 'easy out' systems do not make for stability for the family, which is the bedrock of our society.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUXY-4

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-01 17:46:09

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I am in a traditional mixed-sex marriage recognised by current Marriage Law.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

No legal barriers



Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

My own marriage pre-dates the COVID-19 pandemic.

I have not been involved with any other weddings during the present pandemic.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

If the present requirement is abolished, some other equally significant and reliable means of verifying the integrity of the couple, and the validity of their
intended marriage as a commitment rather than merely an expedience, would be needed.

Consultation Question 5:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I am not in a position to judge whether this proposal would be better or not.

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

This is a reasonable period during which any anomalies or uncertainties arising from the interview can be resolved. A shorter period might not leave
enough time.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

An in-person interview should remain a standard requirement, to avoid any suspicion or allegation of discrimination if in-person interviews are only
required in selected cases.

A registrar would be in a far better position to identify concerns at a personal interview, than one carried out remotely.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

I am not in a position to be able to judge this.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Nothing to add

Consultation Question 10:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I cannot usefully comment on this.

Consultation Question 11:

Other

Please expand on your answer:



I am not in a position to judge this.

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The more safeguards there are to protect the integrity and seriousness of the marriage, the better.

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The present arrangement, under which a civil registrar can be appointed to attend a church wedding, and handle all the legal requirements, works
perfectly well.

The new proposal effectively means that small churches, which for various reasons may not be in a position to appoint their own Authorised Person (AP),
would be denied the right to host a wedding. This seems monumentally unjust. A couple may want to be married in a particular church because parents
and grand-parents were also married there.

The effect of this new proposal would be to compel some couples to have a civil legal marriage separately from a "church wedding" without any legal
effect. This seems needlessly cumbersome, completely failing to fulfil the aim of the Law Commission's proposals to make marriages "meaningful."

It is vital that civil registrars should continue to be enabled to fulfil the legal function which they currently undertake at wedding ceremonies held in
churches.

Consultation Question 21:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

In independent churches, such as my own, this is already the case.

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As is implied by my answer to

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

As is implied by my answer to question 20, this issue would not arise if civil registrars continue to be permitted to fulfil their present legal functions at
wedding ceremonies held in churches.

However, addressing the other part of this question, it is imperative that the right to nominate officiants, if that becomes a relevant issue, is not based on
the subjective judgement which would be necessary if "purposes that are ... contrary to public policy or morality" are to become criteria for acceptability.

Public policy is both variable and often short-lived; what is now regarded as morality used to be an unchanging concept of universally held values, but in
recent years has been based on neo-ideologies, faddish attitudes and popular culture. In such a climate it is easy for more traditional views to be
denounced and excluded from acceptability. In the circumstances promulgated in question 26, perfectly respectable, reasonable, legitimate viewpoints
run the risk of being labelled "extremist" if they do not fit the prevailing contemporary expectation.

Exclusion on that basis would be both a denial of justice and of the freedom of thought, conscience and religion guaranteed by Article 9 of the European
Convention on Human Rights (1950).

In view of this, there should be no law excluding organisations which are deemed to "promote purposes that are .... contrary to public policy or morality."

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

At present only civil registrars and the approved appointed representatives of religious organisations or individual congregations can officiate at marriage 
ceremonies. Both of these groups of officiants have a high view of the seriousness and solemnity of marriage and the marriage ceremony, and is a strong



safeguard against any potential the trivialisation of the institution of marriage. 
 
Extending the right to officiate to independent officiants would remove this safeguard. In fact it is hard to see what control at all could be exercised over
an independent officiant, since by definition, such an appointee would not be subject to any accountability. There would be a great potential for the more
eccentric of such appointees to tolerate a frivolous and irresponsible approach to marriage, thus undermining its dignity and importance instead of
upholding its high value, to the couple being married, and society as a whole. 
 
There would also be a danger of creating a new type of celebrity culture, in which certain officiants could quickly develop a reputation, via social media, as
a purveyor of outlandish wedding ceremonies. This is not what weddings should be about, and it would be wrong for the country's marriage laws, and
time-honoured registration system, to provide scope for it. Various governments and Prime Ministers of recent years have strongly asserted the
importance of marriage as a commitment. Frothy marriage ceremonies would undermine this, and encourage a frothy attitude to marriage itself.

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is self-evidently a good thing, for the reasons the question itself implies.

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I have already answered "No" to question 29.

However, if it does become lawful for independent officiants to be appointed, there should be a limit on fees in order to discourage the creation of the
celebrity culture to which I referred in my fuller answer to question 29.

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This proposal would ensure a greater degree of accountability. However I remain opposed to the whole idea of appointing independent celebrants (see
question 29)

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, both marriage law and public policy should do all it can to enhance the degree of responsibility required to uphold the dignity and solemnity of
marriage.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, this will give officiants a better understanding of what constitutes "dignity" and "solemnity" in connection with wedding ceremonies.

Consultation Question 37:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Yes, but it is important that the General Register Office satisfies itself that the organisation concerned is reliable and can be trusted with these
responsibilities.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Nothing to add.

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Nothing to add.

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Both sets of existing prescribed words should continue to be compulsory.

This is because there is no substitute for public statements.

A public statement during the wedding ceremony greatly adds to the importance of the ceremony, and of the institution and uniqueness of marriage
itself. The fact that these statements will have been heard by all present, which could be a considerable number, adds to the accountability the couple will
feel for their statements and promises.

Anything which is merely printed and signed, or said more privately, can easily be regarded as much less significant, which would be detrimental both to
the couple, and to the Registration system's aim of putting the highest possible value on the institution of marriage, and the dignity and solemnity of the
marriage ceremony.

Only addressing the impediment issue "during the preliminaries" and only requiring the parties to consent in writing or more privately at the ceremony
would greatly diminish the visible meaning and implications of the ceremony which is taking place.

Marriage has a significant part to play in the fabric and structure of our society; it is not merely a private arrangement. It is important that the
requirements of the ceremony reflect this.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

What a wedding ceremony consists of should not be wholly in the hands of the parties and officiant. There should be some standard requirement in 
order to ensure that the ceremony has sufficient meaning and status. 
 
Personalising wedding ceremonies is less important than ensuring that the institution of marriage, and the important step being taken by the couple, is 
not demeaned. 



Marriage is for life - not just for the ceremony.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a public relationship, not solely a private undertaking, and the ceremony involved should be open to everyone. Also, there seems to be no
practical reason why public access should be denied, nor any practical difficulty in providing for it.

Repealing the existing access requirement could help to encourage the use of outlandish venues or other eccentricities, which would not be helpful to
upholding marriage as a dignified and solemn institution.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This would lend itself to some ceremonies taking place in absurd contexts which would undermine the seriousness of marriage.

Marriage is for life, and is a serious personal commitment and a vital building block of society as a whole. Allowing ceremonies which are no more than a
publicity stunt would undermine the required dignity and solemnity.

There is a case for extending the types of venue in which marriage ceremony can take place, but these should be clearly defined in law, without using
generalised and subjective terminology which might be interpreted as permitting ceremony arrangements which cannot possibly provide the required
dignity and solemnity.

Extending the categories would be helpful to many religious congregations which do not own the buildings in which they meet, and therefore cannot
register them for weddings. There is a case, therefore, for extending eligible venues to a range of public buildings, such as community centres and leisure
centres or other suitable public facilities. These types of venue have the potential for ensuring the "dignity and safety" the Law Commission is seeking.

Only venues which can provide for public access should be included.

Please share your views below:

Allowing venues such as those indicated by the four above boxes ought not to be permitted, as they would all encourage a casual attitude to marriage,
and the idea that marriage is entirely a private matter.

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered



Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The locations of all wedding ceremonies should be required to conform to standard criteria. Only in this way can the needed dignity and solemnity be
provided for. An individual officiant should only be permitted to approve a location which complies with standard published criteria.

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Nothing to add.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Nothing to add.

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Nothing to add.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Nothing to add.

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Nothing to add.

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Nothing to add.

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Before retirement I was  for 13 years. During that time I had frequent contact with
 churches (about 450 churches at the time). Part of my role was to advise churches on registration, regulatory, and other bureaucratic issues and

requirements. The arrangements and cost in connection with the attendance of a civil registrar at weddings was sufficient to meet all the circumstances
of which I ever became aware.



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YU67-Z

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-01 18:16:45

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

None , its on behalf of my own family .

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::
Select Region

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

I dont need it to be confidential

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I,m in a proper conventional marriage

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:



Please share your views below:

none

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is the corner stone of our society , if couples decide to live together that is their choice but it is not marriage.

Consultation Question 5:

No

Please expand on your answer:

as outlined in my previous answer

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

as already said , marriage is required to run our society in an orderly and proper manner and cannot be treated in the superficial way you propose

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

This is not a proper consultation as it give no credence to marriage as an integral part of our society .

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The parties to the marriage must consent to be married during the ceremony .
Why have a ceremony if it has no proper significance ?

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is not the right of the parties to decide this matter. It is for the Laws of the state to decide.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Its the right of all adults in the community to be able to attend weddings.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Weddings should express the solemnity of the binding promises the couple are taking and should therefore be in places that are authorised by law.

Please share your views below:

No as answer on the previoys question

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

as previously answered

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUDX-F

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-01 18:24:13

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Single

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a solemn undertaking and not to be entered into lightly and on the spur of the moment

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:



Yes. It is important to ensure that both parties are free to marry and are not entering into a sham marriage or are under duress to marry.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes see above.

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Some churches use civil registrars at weddings as they do not have an authorised person and this would stop this practice. The current practice allows
couples to marry in their own church which makes the ceremony meaningful to them. If this was implemented couples at churches which did not have an
authorised person would also need a civil ceremony.

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Some small churches might be concerned about undertaking the responsibilities of officiating at marriages for fear of not fulfilling all the aspects of the
law.

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:



Although this sounds eminently reasonable, public policy and morality do change and are not objective criteria. It could be used against those having
unpopular but perfectly legal views. More objective criteria would be preferable such as involvement in or promoting terrorism, violence etc

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I am concerned that this could be become a lucrative business and that the present standards of highly trained registrars and officiants would be
undermined along with the solemnity of marriage. Already there are instances of "celebrants" conducting non legally binding ceremonies in bizarre
settings and these could become legally binding under these proposals.

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This should not become a lucrative business. Those wishing to marry already get charged premium rates at venues,by caterers, florists etc

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Some outside regulation is required.

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A set wording is needed to ensure the solemnity of marriage and, for it to b e truly meaningful, promises need to be exchanged. Without a set wording
the ceremony could be devalued and a completely personalised wedding ceremony would give the message that this was just a private matter between
the 2 parties concerned.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See 42 above. There should be a set core to the service, not a hotch pot of different ideas and forms some of which may well be bizarre and even perhaps
combine beliefs of different faiths and so cause offence. There should be a requirement that the dignity of the service is maintained and care should be
taken to ensure that this does not become another money making enterprise.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No



Please expand on your answer:

No marriage is a public affair and anyone should be entitled to attend. It is not a private ceremony but a public commitment. It affects society. It is also
gives protection against forced marriages and bigamy.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Wedding ceremonies should take place in dignified surroundings to reflect the solemnity of the occasion. There must be safeguards to ensure this and
that ceremonies are not held on beaches, in funfairs, sadomasochistic dungeons etc They should also be accessible to the public and not held in private
homes.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUDD-U

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-01 18:50:38

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

N/A

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a serious step to take in life, and so preparations for marriage should not be hurried in any way.

Consultation Question 5:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This is confusing, as the previous question mentions a period of 7 days, whereas this one refers to "a later date".

Of course, at the moment, with Covid restrictions in place, in-person intervies cannot be held.

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

As marriage is such an important step to take in life, I would suggest that a much longer period of time is necessary, to prevent such an important
ceremony being conducted rashly in haste. A few months would be normal, and allow the couple to make their own preparations.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

After this pandemic, interviews should always be in person.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

No

Please expand on your answer:

We cannot tell whether a couple might be harmed by an online publication. There are so many people inflicting scams these days, I think this would be a
dangerous step.

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not sure

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Not sure

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

I see no reason to change this

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes yo both of these

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes, certainly. Freedom to marry must be established

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:

Since the family is the building block of society, society has an interest in every wedding. This can be ensured by a civil ceremony.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

In our Catholic church, we have always had an officiant present, and I think this situation should continue. In other words, an officiant should be present
at every wedding, of whatever kind.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

and in all denominations.

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Don't know

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Don't know

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There should be a cap on the amount charged.

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I think there should be an age limit.

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is essential that both parties express their willingness to marry, aloud, and in the hearing of their guests or congregation.
Your phrase "or otherwise" suggests that a statement of consent could be signed somewhere, perhaps not even at the marriage ceremony. Whereas,
both parties MUST BE PRESENT, and must SPEAK their consent before the guests who represent society.
Marriage is a lifetime commitment.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

You suggest that a couple may basically do and say what they like at a wedding.

Previously you mention the "dignity and solemnity" of a marriage service, and that is how it should remain. Society and the State do share an interest in
every wedding, because, as I have already said, the family is the building block of society.
There are far too many broken marriages, leading to neglect of children, children in care, etc. The way to build up strong families, is to ensure that
couples enter into marriage, with sufficient forethought, and to ensure, as far as is possible, a solemn and dignified service.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

So long as it remains "dignified and solemn".

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

On no account should a religious ceremony be forbidden.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is not simply a private matter. I repeat that it concerns society as a whole, as a family will contribute to that society. The 'open doors' provision
also safeguards against forced marriages, which are still a problem today.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Does this mean that a couple could get married on a diving expedition? or on a sky dive?

I completely reject this suggestion, as, again, it would not comply with the "dignity and solemnity" of the occasion. They are simply not appropriate for
such a significant occasion.

Please share your views below:

I dread to think what a wedding 'in the air' means. Do you mean 'up in the air?' In which case, I say 'NO'.

How many times do I need to remind you of the solemnity of marriage. Unofficial weddings have taken place in some very strange places, and couples
have dressed in strange costumes, but these places and behaviours do not underline the 'dignity of the marriage service.' A couple are making a serious
commitment, intended to last for the rest of their lives. The place in which they do this must therefore be dignified. In fact, I think that these 2 words
"dignity and solemnity" should be defined in law.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not only should they be publicly accessible, but also accessible to the disabled, as everywhere should be these days.

Consultation Question 50:

No

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As long as it is clear in law.



Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

It is far from clear what is meant by "dignity" and "safety". The terms must be defined and proper safeguards put in place.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

No



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

I do not consider on board ship to be a suitable place for a wedding.

Consultation Question 71:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Don't know

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

My opinion is that persuading more couple s to marry will be of no benefit to society, if they do not recognise the vital importance of what they are doing.
In fact, making it easier for couples to marry legally, will inevitably lead to more divorce and more broken homes. So, in the end, society will suffer.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:



Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YDE5-V

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-01 19:06:58

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

I do not need my information to be regarded as confidential.

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

My husband and I were married in a synagogue 34 years ago

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

I am a celebrant and can only perform non-legally binding ceremonies. My couples all had to go and have a legal ceremony performed elsewhere. This is
expensive and inconvenient for them and their families and isn’t fair when couples in other countries can be legally married with personalised
ceremonies by celebrants .



Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

We have not performed any ceremonies during the pandemic.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The rule is very old-fashioned and unnecessary these days

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It will make the whole process so much easier and less restrictive.

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

This should be flexible to suit the couple’s needs.,

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Each requirement should be discussed on its own merits. Some couples could have remote interviews and others could be in person, if there is cause for
concern.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Yes. All couples should be allowed to continue to give notice from outside England and Wales if required.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This would then be available to a world -wide audience and more readily available.

Consultation Question 10:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

12 months minimum. It takes a long time to plan a wedding and 12 months to secure dates at a venue may not be long enough.

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As long as all the relevant records are passed between the two officiants.

Consultation Question 12:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

It would ruin the couple’s day if it got cancelled!

Please share your views below:

If an officiant was unavoidably unavailable for any reason, then a substitute officiant should be able to act .

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The rules should allow weddings in all 4 nations of the UK.

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Make the banns available online so they are available anywhere.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes. To avoid sham weddings if the couples want a church wedding.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes.,to safeguard both parties.,

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

We are trying to make things easier for couples and only have the need fir 1 service. Either a religious one or a civil one, but not both.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is necessary to prevent sham marriages and to protect all parties.

Consultation Question 20:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Registration officers should be allowed to officiate at civil weddings even if they have religious elements in them.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Why would you need more than one?

Consultation Question 22:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I don't know what they currently do.

Consultation Question 23:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

It would be a good idea for there to be an authority who can nominate officiants. There should not be too much red tape for an officiant to be nominated
but it should be necessary for an officiant to be of a certain standard and trained to do the job properly.

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Parties of all religions should be able to marry and not need the officiant to share their beliefs or non-beliefs.

Please share your views below:

An officiant should be trained by an organisation that has been accepted as having met the correct standards. This is regardless of beliefs. There are
many celebrant organisations that uphold the proper standards. This includes .

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

all Independant celebrants, whatever their beliefs or whether they meet for worship should not have to adhere to meeting for worship. They should only
need to believe that a marriage is important to them and the couple.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Yes, the law should only include organisations that promote lawful weddings and are not contrary to public policy or morality.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Yes, a proper organisation should be able to nominate anyone they see who is trained properly and either holds or does not an office.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

A General Register Office would be a very useful tool to couples so they know that the officiant they choose will abide by the law and perform a legal
ceremony.

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This would increase the choice for couples and is a very important step in enabling all trained independant celebrants to legally perform ceremonies,
while safeguarding couples.

Consultation Question 30:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There needs to be a certain standard upheld so that marriage is still seen to be a very important step in a person's life. Getting married is a serious step
and should be taken as such for all involved.

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

All wedding officiants should be able to demonstrate the above so that the couple can be assured of a certain standard and know their wedding is a
proper and legal one.

Consultation Question 32:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Many celebrants have a "USP" and it is not for the Government to fix their fee. All couples should have a choice who they choose and should select their
officiant for their own reasons and price bracket. Some officiants perform "destination " weddings or other special services such as singing or a hand
fasting. All ceremonies are not equal so the fees should not be equal either.

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Why should there be a limit on the fee? If a couple is happy to pay, then they will. If they are not, then they will go elsewhere.

Consultation Question 34:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A celebrant could perform a religious service for one couple and a non-religious service for a different couple. Why limit things unnecessarily?

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Absolutely.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Whilst officiants can add their own USP and specialities, there should be certain aspects that should always be included.

Consultation Question 37:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

The officiant should be answerable to an organisation or a government body if they fail to comply with the fit and proper person standard.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It is very important that officiants maintain proper standards and remain answerable to the consequences if they don't.



Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

An investigation would be an important first step rather than an instant dismissal.

Consultation Question 40:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I'm not sure what this means.
If it means that once the officiants have been permitted to perform legal ceremonies, then they can continue without renewing their "license", then I
agree. Although, a check to say that they are still a "fit and proper" person every few years would be a good idea.

If it means that there is no time limit before officiants can be given their license, then I do not agree. They could be waiting months or even years before
they receive it.

Consultation Question 41:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This depends on what is meant by "continuing professional development". If it means to take part in organisation meetings or to be part of a network
with regular interaction then I agree If it means to attend training courses every few months, then I don't agree.

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I agree that the parties need to give consent to be married in writing and in accordance with their beliefs or non-beliefs.

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It would be lovely for all couples to have more choice in the way their ceremony is conducted.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Some religions have specific traditions and these should be allowed to continue.

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Independent Celebrants should be able to conduct civil ceremonies that also include religious traditions if the parties wish, and the ceremony can be held
anywhere within reason that the couple wish to marry.

Please share your views below:

A couple may choose to have a prayer, a song , or a religious symbol or item used . This might include a cup of wine, a special blessing or an item of
clothing such as a prayer shawl.

Consultation Question 46:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The religious part and the civil parts can be intertwined rather than separated or if the parties do not have beliefs then there doesn’t need to be a
religious part.

Consultation Question 47:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The validity of the wedding should not depend on the venue having it’s doors open.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Couples should have the choice of getting married in any location as long these is an officiant wh can legally take the service.

outdoors,, on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

There should be no limit as to where weddings can take place. Anywhere the couple decide should be allowed and would provide an infinite number of
venues.

Consultation Question 49:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If a couple choose to get married somewhere private, then that wish should be respected.

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

No

Please expand on your answer:

Any wedding should be available to take place anywhere. The couples should have the choice.

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

An officiant can decide if the venue is fit and proper.

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

An officiant will have the experience to decide if a location is suitable.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Guidelines should be in place that will help officiants and couples choose suitable venues.



Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This could be optional but should not deter unusual or less regularly used venues from being offered.

Please share your views below:

The General Registration Office should be responsible for pre-approving venues but this should not deter couples from choosing venues not on the list
and it should not be difficult for venues to get approval even on a one-off basis.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

The date and location of the wedding is important and should be added to the document. In these days of political correctness, the parents may not
identify as mother or father. A couple may consist of two fathers or two mothers . Also why is the occupation of the parent important? Only the
occupation of the couple needs to be added.

Consultation Question 55:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Welsh couples may want to have their documents in Welsh but all documents should also be in English so that it will be understood by most people.

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Electronic registration should be made available as soon as possible but the system in place needs to be secure.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I agree with point 1,2 & 3. Same sex partners may not want a religious wedding

Other

Please expand on your answer:

It depends on the mistakes and the individual circumstances regarding witnesses or the non-registration.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Especially in point 2. Both parties should give consent to be married.

Consultation Question 59:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Unless it’s for work or studying reasons, or one of the couple is in prison or unavoidably detained, then the couple should be living together after the
ceremony.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The couple should give consent that they want to be married and have a ceremony and register that they are married in order to be considered married.

Consultation Question 60:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I don’t understand this question

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

All officiants should be registered as such so that couples are not mis-lead.

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

I don’t know the current laws but if persons getting married cannot attend partular venues due to bad health or other reasons, then the law should be
changed to make it easier for a couple to marry in a venue that suits their needs.

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

An interview is important because a person may be marrying the other for the wrong reasons (eg, financial gain for insurance claims)

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

A civil authority to marry should be given to all officiants who are deemed to be fit and proper and have received training to perform wedding ceremonies
and will file the registration for the couple.

Consultation Question 65:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

One of the couple may suffer from a terminal illness for longer than 12 months. They may need operations in order to improve their health to some
degree. The time limit should be longer than 12 months.

Consultation Question 66:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The schedule should be valid for longer than 12 months.

Consultation Question 67:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

As long as various checks are in place to check ID etc and ensure all parties are who they say they are.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It depends on the variety of circumstances so this is difficult to answer.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As long as they give their consent to be married.

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As long as safety procedures are in place and the couple have either previously lived for some time in England and are not just on a short trip just to be
married in the UK

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If the officiant at the ceremony is registered in England and upholds English law.

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Yachts , cruisers. Perhaps any vessel with proper sleeping and dining accommodation on board.

Consultation Question 71:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

The officiant should be registered in England and uphold English law but may not be necessarily known to the couple, although, they would know the
name ideally.

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This would vastly expand the number of officiants available.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Definitely. Proper training to be given and the need to be fit and proper individuals.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If an independent officiant is on board as a passenger then the wedding should be allowed.

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

If this was allowed, then I’m sure the demand would come.



Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

In these days of IT and amazing technology, this should not take longer than a few days at the most. I would probably allow a maximum of one month
and I would make it the officiant ‘s job to register the document.

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I agree that an extra fee should be charged if a registration officer needs to travel if one of the persons giving notice is housebound or detained, but I do
think that this fee should be set nationally or standardised. The local registration office or the officer should be able to set the fee depending on the
particular circumstances or time and trouble spent researching and travelling.

Consultation Question 76:

(1) the same fee as other cases in which the registration officer must travel to the person giving notice, set nationally on a cost-recovery basis; or

Please expand on your answer:

A fee should be charged at a proper level and not set nationally.

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Many couples are on a low budget and a low-cost short wedding service option should continue to be available.

Consultation Question 78:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

The fee should depend on how accessible the venue is and the time it takes to do research and travel there.

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The fee should be set locally and could depend on the size of the venue.

Consultation Question 80:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I agree that an additional fee should be paid for a registration officer to officiate at a wedding outside the registry office but do not agree that it should be
a standardised hourly rate. Independent celebrants set their own fees.

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Additionally services need to have an additional fee.

Consultation Question 82:



Other

Please expand on your answer:

The fee may need to be higher if the person is housebound or detained as the venue may not be as accessible as a usual we’ venue.

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

I don’t agree with either of these options. The fee should be set as at least cost-recovery level. Why should the fee be set lower or at no cost because a
party is terminally ill?

Consultation Question 84:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

A fee should be charged to authorise an officiant and should be done so costs are kept realistically at a low level.

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

I think the current law does discourage couples from getting married because there is not enough choice of ceremony at the moment. Couples can either
have a basic civil ceremony or have a religious ceremony. If they want to have a celebrant-led wedding, then they still need to have a civil or religious
wedding first just to make it legally binding.

The new proposals would enable couples to have a far greater choice of ceremony and in a far greater choice of venues.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I hear from couples who have the unnecessary worry of matching up the dates for their ceremony with the date of the venue availability & are in a
“chicken and egg” race to get contracts signed once dates are matched. With more premises available where ceremonies can be held, arranging a
wedding can be made a lot less stressful for the couple and can really open up the wedding market to all kinds of wonderful venues.clealy

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Clearly the more choice available to couples, the wider the range of cost due to extra competition in the market . Currently, the extra cost and time of
having to arrange a separate ceremony just to sign the paperwork and make it legal is an unnecessary expense that many couples can not afford and
don’t agree with. They don’t know which date to celebrate their anniversary and to be able to legally get married in a family home or their favourite venue
would make a huge difference to many of them.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

The current licensed venues have had it too good for too long. Weddings are a huge expense and the hospitality industry have taken advantage of this
situation. The sooner the system changes so that couples can choose their own venue according to their budget, the better.
With more registration officers available, and the increase in the number of venues too, the couples and the hospitality industry will benefit greatly.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

I would love for all the above to happen as it would benefit so many people, especially everyone in the wedding industry and the couples themselves. So
many business opportunities and new ideas for venues. It’s about time to move the industry into the 21st century.i

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



I only know that weddings are currently only legal if they take place in licenced premises or places of worship and are performed by Registrars or by
Religious leaders. The whole registration system should be moved online and run on National level so that independent celebrants can perform all
aspects of a ceremony including the legal parts, and in a venue of the couple’s choosing as long as it meets certain standards.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

The Local Authorities can receive the fee for pre-approval of venues and for independent celebrants to be placed on a Registration list so they can
download and upload documents for the couples to sign before and during the ceremony.

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Many couples choose to get married in other jurisdictions to save money. The choice of venues is limited and expensive. The choice of ceremonies is also
very limited. If couples want a wider choice, currently they have to travel abroad and then many of their friends and relatives are unable to join them
either through logistics or expense. The couples then feel that they can’t have the wedding they want because too many of their loved ones would be
unable to join them.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Many couples choose to get married abroad as the costs can be so much cheaper than in the UK. If the current rules were charged, then the cost of
weddings would come down because there’d be so much more competition as so many more options would be available. Imagine if a couple wanted to
get married by “Elvis”. Currently, they’d have to travel all the way to Las Vegas at huge expense to them and their wedding party. Under new rules, the
couple could get legally married in the UK with a fully trained independent celebrant who is also an Elvis tribute, and it could even be held in their own
home. Yes, there is a already a celebrant who does this. Have a look at 

 is a very experienced Elvis tribute artist  and we are both members of the FOIC and are fully trained independent
celebrants. He has performed 84 Elvis-style wedding ceremonies (& many more vow-renewals) but each couple had to also have an additional ceremony
prior to their “Elvis “ ceremony just so their wedding is legal and binding. We would love to be able to offer our couples a legal wedding and would happily
undertake extra training and extra responsibility at this very important opportunity in legislation . Our Elvis weddings are not tacky like they are in Las
Vegas. They are meaningful, bespoke and individually written for each couple. They are also a lot of fun and extremely popular. The new rules would
enable our couples to really get the wedding of their dreams.

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I have no experience on the current maritime law or ship register.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I can only assume that if legal and binding weddings could take place on ships in National and international waters, then it can only help the shipping and
maritime industry.

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

The potential opportunities to increase the wedding industry market would be profound and as Independent celebrants, we would happily pay a
reasonable cost in order to receive training in the extra responsibilities and for the necessary license to perform legally binding ceremonies. I am sure
that many other businesses within the wedding industry would also welcome the opportunity to take in all the new changes and adapt accordingly. I can
only see advantages as far as the couples are concerned. They would have a wider choice at a lesser expense - Win - Win for them.



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUDZ-H

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-01 19:14:18

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

 Evangelical Church

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

N/A

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

no experience



Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

I would have thought a longer period was preferable in case the interview brought to light an issue that needed to be dealt with before the wedding.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

marriage is such a profound commitment that I think the interview should be in person unless there are exceptional circumstances e.g. a terminally ill
person.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

no opinion

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

no opinion

Consultation Question 13:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

I think the banns should be published in the same way as other weddings

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes I agree

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes I agree

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:

I think all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

the officiant must especially ensure that the ceremony is dignified and worthy of the profound commitment of marriage

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I am at present the authorised person for our church, appointed by the church many years ago

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Yes there must be a way of screening out organisations that would not uphold the dignity of marriage

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There are many independent churches with less than 20 members. A church with 15 members may have a normal congregation of 40, including
adherents who are not formal members

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Public policy shifts as the culture changes, whereas the Christian ethic remains the same and can be at odds the culture of the day e.g. Christians hold the
view of marriage which has remained the same for 2000 years but todays culture has changed marriage so that two people of the same sex can marry. So
our church could be excluded because we believe marriage is between one man and one woman.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

I think named individuals is best because each person has then been selected for his personal qualities

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

OK as long as they are vetted thoroughly, to exclude those who do not uphold the dignity of marriage

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I think there should be a limit. The fee should be modest

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There should be some means of ensuring that the guidance is adhered to

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The contracting words are : "I ... take you ... to be my wedded wife/husband." I cannot see why this should not remain. It is the whole point of the
ceremony expressed in just eight words. What objection could there be to saying these words? Marriage is one person taking another to be their spouse.

It would be wrong to allow the parties to choose not to say words of commitment/contract. They could go through the ceremony without thinking of the
purpose of it.

Consultation Question 43:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not sure about this. I could foresee some officiants bowing under pressure from the parties to agree a form and ceremony against their better judgment.
Surely there should be some sort of standard form that must be adhered to.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Christians would normally wish to be married in church but there could be circumstances where that is not easy e.g. parties with disabilities who wish a
simple civil but Christian ceremony

Please share your views below:

From a Christian point of view it would be helpful to have a suggested liturgy.

Consultation Question 46:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

My wife and I did this in 1976. Our church met in a village hall which was not a registered building so we were married in the registry office then went to
the church for a traditional wedding service.
I can't see how this could now be necessary since the church could name an officiant who could officiate in the village hall

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is an event of great importance for the community. From marriage come children who will be the next generation of the community. Open
doors signify that marriage is not a private occasion involving two people but a public occasion.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

How could the dignity of marriage be maintained if weddings could take place anywhere. Surely there should be some form of limitation

outdoors,

Please share your views below:

There is a public interest in marriage. The community benefits immensely from good marriages. So it seems wrong to encourage venues which
emphasize the private nature of weddings e.g. lakes/rivers, aircraft/private homes

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

For the reasons previously stated

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I think the officiant should be able to refer to a superior if he is not happy with a suggested venue, otherwise he would be pressured to agree against his
better judgment



Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There should be a clear statement of the meaning of dignified, otherwise it could interpreted in such a way that very undignified locations are chosen

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

as suggested above

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

That would be helpful and sensible

Please share your views below:

The local registrar would seem to be the obvious person. Agreed locations could be subject to annual review

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If the document was in Welsh only it would unintelligible to non Welsh speakers

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I presume there would always be the option to obtain a printed copy

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But presumably these omissions would be rectified

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:



No

Please expand on your answer:

I cannot see why a couple would not cohabit after the wedding!

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I didn't know there was such a presumption!

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

"emergency" needs to be clearly defined so that these provisions cannot be used in circumstances less than a covid type emergency

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Again "at risk of death" needs to be clearly defined so that it is not used in trivial circumstances

Consultation Question 68:



No

Please expand on your answer:

This would make the wedding a private rather than a public occasion

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As long as the ceremony was open to all on the cruise ship to attend, making it a public occasion

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

I do not think it is current law which discourages couples from getting married; it is the lack of promotion of marriage as being good for society.
I don't think these proposals would have much impact on the numbers getting married

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

It is generally said that a wedding is expensive, but the costs mentioned would normally be a very small proportion of the total cost

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

No issues

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Whatever weddings I knew of that were being planned were cancelled



Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

As long as those deciding on any concerns are properly trained to spot the warning signs

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

I agree it should continue

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

I feel that a set criteria should be established and not just become the norm

Consultation Question 13:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

No comment

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

by not requiring it the practice could be more easily avoided by both parties setting and potentially reduce the options for the officiant.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes, I strongly agree!

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

no comment

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

I strongly agree

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

I agree

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Putting limits on fees charged will discourage certain groups from seeking to profit and limit the attraction of people who officiate for that sole purpose.

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I strongly agree!

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

With all of the above regulations in place I don't see a need to force or insist on on-going training and development

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

People should be in attendance at their wedding as absence would make coerced or forced marriages more possible. Couples should be required to
pledge to live by certain standards to maintain an emphasis on the importance of their decision to marry. I am all for a couple expressing things in their
own way but surely there is a need for a minimum standard to help maintain the sanctity and importance of a marriage....it's not just a date! A married
couple have a responsibility to the wider society, as well as their own family unit. We all have to make personal sacrifices in order to help maintain set
standards of law and order in society. Surely marriage is one of the pillars of our society.

Consultation Question 43:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Steps should be taken that marriage continues to be taken very seriously and seen as the important institution it is. Responsible diversity I would say!

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I would just like to reiterate the seriousness and solemnity of a marriage ceremony and people should be encouraged to diversify at the point of practical
need, as opposed to turning marriage into a commercial or showboating event. Surely all that can be done after the actual wedding ceremony and the
locations regulated accordingly.

Please share your views below:

It's a difficult one as on the one hand, one wouldn't want to stifle peoples' enjoyment but I would question whether lifting any restriction could lead to
people competing to more outrageous. I.e. why would people feel the need for elaborate expressions of their love for each other?

Consultation Question 49:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

No

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I don't think it would be an expression of peoples freedom or a protection of peoples' rights if religious people were forced to officiate or accommodate
non religious weddings, any more than it would be for religious people to insist prohibiting civil weddings in non religious places

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I strongly agree, so long as the decision doesn't involve overriding decisions made by the owner of the venue

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

I have no comment on this to make

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But: on point 4: why only the knowledge of "both" parties?

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

no comment to make

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

No comment to make

Consultation Question 63:

Other



Please expand on your answer:

I consider this to be a civil matter so no comment to make

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Apart from reservations concerning the couple being in different locations when married, which may give rise to mistakes being made or forced
marriages being carried out, I can't see how a persons location can be verified either

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Perhaps naval vessels and ships requiring people to be at sea for long periods as a matter of duty.

Consultation Question 71:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I don't foresee a situation where people would be unable or unwilling to disclose the name of an officiant?

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

...as long as they are properly authorised by the appropriate authority



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

I don't see how these should be permitted where it would be possible for it to take place on land. In my own opinion these should take place only in
exceptional circumstances under all the laws (where possible) applied to land marraiges

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

If someone is housebound for medical reasons or for reasons beyond their control, then I don't agree. If housebound or detained through their own
actions then I do agree

Consultation Question 76:

(1) the same fee as other cases in which the registration officer must travel to the person giving notice, set nationally on a cost-recovery basis; or

Please expand on your answer:

See CQ 75 above

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:



Other

Please expand on your answer:

See CQ 75 above

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Unless such a process was means tested then I don't see that the difference should matter?

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

I believe that if people want to be married then they will strive to find a way to do so. Diluting the process to make it easier (in my own opinion) is
counterproductive to that aim, as couples who will not make the necessary effort to be married wont either make the necessary effort to remain
together.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I would only wish to comment on spiritual matters in this regard

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUD1-8

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::
County (optional)

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Interviews should take place in person to identify any concerns about sham or forced marriages or the lack of capacity to consent at the earliest possible
opportunity and because it is much easier to identify these concerns during an in-person interview.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The proposal does not go far enough. Officiants should have a wider responsibility to ensure that the content and tone of the ceremony upholds the
dignity and solemnity of
marriage.
The proposals need to define what is meant by ‘dignity’ and ‘solemnity’. The consultation seems to view ceremonies taking place “in the air” as being
compatible with these tests, which suggests they are easy standards to reach and therefore of little value.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Monitoring should be carried out by an independent regulated body.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 40:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It should not be possible for someone to get married without being present at the wedding ceremony. Just signing the marriage schedule is inadequate.
Couples would be able to say anything they like or nothing at all. This is a significant departure from the public declarations always considered
foundational to the legal marriage ceremony.
This risks undermining the solemnity of the wedding ceremony and ignoring the seriousness of the commitment being made.
There is already a lot of flexibility in the wedding ceremony. The prescribed words are minimal and couples can add to them in all sorts of ways.
It is reasonable to ask that some specific phrases are used to show that both people freely consent to the lifetime commitment they are entering into.
The idea that a couple should be able to completely personalise their ceremony comes from a wrong view of marriage. A wedding is not just about the
couple. The couple enter into a union which is understood by society and has been legally defined. So society and the law have an interest in the making
of a public declaration. The logic of a wholly self-defined marriage ceremony is for marriage to be decoupled from the law and wider society. Marriage
would become an entirely private matter, rather like a personal hobby.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The marriage ceremony should be a serious and solemn ceremony. A particular ceremony should not just be allowed because the couple wants it, but
because
it is appropriate for such a significant event.
The idea that a couple should be able to choose everything about a wedding ceremony comes from a wrong view of marriage. A wedding is a public
declaration in which society and the state have an interest.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The “open doors” requirement helps to emphasise the public nature of wedding declarations.
The open doors requirement was introduced a long time ago as a protection against forced marriage. This is still a problem in our society.
Removing the requirement encourages a false perception that marriage is a private matter without any public significance.



Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This potentially conflicts with the seriousness and solemnity of a marriage ceremony. Venues should not simply be allowed because marrying couples
want them, but because they are appropriate places to hold such a significant ceremony.
There are some specific benefits in a wider variety of venues being allowed (for example churches who do not own their own building), but this should
not legitimise inappropriate settings.

outdoors,, on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

The possibility of having ceremonies “in the air”, suggests that the safe and dignified
test doesn’t seem too hard to meet. It would be completely incompatible with the dignity of marriage for certain venues to host legal weddings.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There is a lack of clarity in how venues would be tested for “dignity” and “safety”. While the proposals call for guidance from the General Register Office,
the terms are not defined and stringent safeguards should be proposed.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YU6V-Y

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-01 20:03:34

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

For example, I belong to a small church where we do not have a person who is authorised to conduct weddings: the number of members is too small for
that to be practicable. We have found it most helpful in having a registration officer attend any weddings held at our church to ensure the legal
requirements are upheld.

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

The phrase, “unlawful or contrary to public policy or morality” sounds vague, and subjective. There are many religious organisations such as the Anglican
Church, that promote, for example, marriage between a man and a woman. While this is legal, it would appear to currently be an unpopular view held by
others. If the phraseology is not clearer, more specific and more objective, this could result in much confusion, and cause some organisations to be
excluded from nominating officials, where they have legal rights to do so.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The current laws ensure that officiants are trained registrars or respected members of the religious organisations. It feels to me that opening up the
system to include ‘self nominated’ officiants removes the safeguards that ensure an officiant takes on the role with due respect to the solemnity of the
marriage ceremony.

Currently, the officiant is not paid to officiate at the wedding. A change could see the rise of “career officiants,”more concerned about the show they are
putting on than significance of the ceremony itself. I have myself attended a couple of wedding blessing ceremonies which were in danger of becoming a
one person show. The “service package” offered by indépendant officiants would have to have ‘Unique Selling Points’ and there would be a danger of
moving the focus from the serious matter in hand: the marriage itself.

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The legally required wording in a marriage ceremony ensures the couple are a making serious personal and public promise. This deference to a solemn
act is important for the good of society as well as the two individuals who are engaging in the marriage.

In fact, the wording is only a small part of the whole ceremony and cannot therefore detract from the couple’s freedom they have in the rest of the
wedding ceremony. There is currently a good balance of the public and private requirements of the ceremony.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There needs to be an extra safeguard to ensure the dignity of the legally bound ceremony. Left entirely to individual choice of participants and officiant
could lead to choices that undermine the seriousness of the ceremony.

Wedding ceremonies that are entirely the couple’s choice are already available- for any couple who want an entirely personal way of expressing their
commitment to each other, without the public, legal requirements of a dignified and solemn ceremony.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Readings such as of poetry, that can include religious references.

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

While in this country an open door requirement now feels like a formality in most cases, it is a safeguard against bigamy and forced marriages. 



It is also a reminder that marriage is an important institution for the whole of society and not just the couple and their friends.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

While there are advantages to giving greater choice of location, this total freedom in choice of location may mean that some places are chosen that would
undermine the dignity of the ceremony. There would need to be clearer guidelines.

in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

In the air is undignified and private homes it would be difficult to maintain the requirement to enable public access.

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But how would we ensure officiants understand what constitutes a safe and dignified location? We would need clear guidelines.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Private individual

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Being a religious person and believing that marriage is a Sacrament obviously I wish to preserve the dignity and commitment this ceremony entails.

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Married in a registra's office and by proxy in the Church because my husband would not enter a Church.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:



Have had no experience of Weddings during the pandemic.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Unable to understand all issues involved here but believe 'bans' have to be read out in the Church to avail anyone the opportunity to challenge the
proposed union going ahead.

Three weeks seems an appropriate time to reconsider the commitment to be made.

Consultation Question 5:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Refer to previous question.

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

Refer to question 4

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Why alter traditions that have served civilised society for so long.
All the above questions degrade marriage.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Presumably this in itself would take time, so do not see an impediment to marriage as long as there is at least three weeks notice before marriage. And of
course an appointed clergy.

Consultation Question 9:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Where is the intimacy and privacy of the people involved?

Consultation Question 10:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Three months.

Consultation Question 11:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Do not agree with Registra weddings - they are cold - an official union not spiritual. No help or assistance to seek from God which most definitely is
needed.

Consultation Question 12:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Only an appointed clergy can officiate.

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Why? And what about other Christian denominations?

Consultation Question 14:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Do not know what the rules are.

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

If not which other Churches would be involved in the County?

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes the Sacrament is so important.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

I think separately because each has to make there own decision and not be influenced by the other.

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:

For all unions are important

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

That would mean two separate duties would have to be fulfilled when it would be more expedient to have a Church wedding registered at the same time.

Consultation Question 21:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not sure of the necessity to have two.



Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

By virtue of their office they can surely be trusted to do this.

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Sounds logical

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

That particular organisation is in the best position to know.

Please share your views below:

I do not have that knowledge; knowing very little about non-religious organisations.
Surely as at a burial adherents of a belief system would choose their own officiate.

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Goes without sayingAbsolutely

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Absolutely

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

I do not see why not.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I suppose some may have a calling to do this.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is not a business venture

Consultation Question 33:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not sure. As the previous answer 32

Consultation Question 34:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Unclear

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is what marriage is. A commitment which is solemn and dignified.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Why not, every help available.

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

That organisation should have all relevant details.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

To show the seriousness of this act.

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If it is law

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I believe consent with no impediment should be given orally because of each persons conscience which may be prompted at the point of no return shall
we say and which is easier to put on paper than pronounce verbally.

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is one thing or another. Religious or not.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Why take away this opportunity for a change of heart

Consultation Question 47:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As a sacred intimate act, it cannot be given in public, but should be given in a sacred place, church etc. within the married couple's community.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Being a sacred institution it cannot be held anywhere. The sacred needs to be protected a holy building.

in private homes.

Please share your views below:

Maybe in a private home for special reasons.

Consultation Question 49:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

An officiant isn't important enough to make this decision.

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As previously stated decisions should not be left to the officiant. Optional or not.

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

All important

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I believe I have already answered this question. I Believe it is so important an event the persons involved cannot be excused and need to be present in
person.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Questions 3 & 4 specify both parties. Surely even if one of the parties knows and the other party is ignorant the marriage should be declared void.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The marriage needs to be consummated.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Isn't this called a common law marriage.

Consultation Question 60:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not sure.

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

I have no knowledges of the law in these cases.

Consultation Question 63:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is their private intention to marry whether they are able or not and to give notice as usual but not interviewed/interrogated.

Consultation Question 64:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not sure why or what difference this would make. If it would make the ceremony inferior in some way - no.

Consultation Question 65:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Why?

Consultation Question 66:



No

Please expand on your answer:

As abov question 65

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Fear secondary legislation would become the norm for any or none so called emergency.
Marriage should not be made as an emergency.

No

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

I have already stated marriages should take place on holy ground.

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

I have no idea. The idea being unholy and gimmicky.

Consultation Question 74:

Other

Please expand on your answer:



None of the above questions apply for reasons given question 70

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Practical

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Compassion is always good

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(2) there should be no fee.

Please expand on your answer:

It would be a nice gesture to have no fee.

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

All above questions seem to be equitable.



Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

1. The current law discourages people from marriage - not taking it seriously enough.
And does not actively encourage it. Tax relief for married couples was abolished and
Single mothers went from one extreme to the other.
2. By this you mean making it easier for them - possibly. I have two children unmarried living in long time partnerships. One calling it a common law
marriage. However I think it is the cost involved which is the obstacle.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I think I have answered this in the above question.
I have no idea of the costs now and having been married 57 yrs. cannot remember our costs.
The decline in marriage is not only down to the impact of the law ; the decline in religious belief has a huge impact.well

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Well one would think so.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

No experience of the above questions and hard to assess without the knowledge of the costs involved.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Question 4 . To view marriage as a business opportunity I do not see as a benefit.

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No experience.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

N/A

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

N/A

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

N/A

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

N/A

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



N/A

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

Well what are the costs
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Retired

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?
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If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Not applicable

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I am in a marriage recognised by law.

Poorly phrased question .

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:



Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Reducing the notice to effectively zero will mean that certain registered offices or places will be subject to fashionable demand due to situation and create
marriage scheduling problems for citizens who reside in that place.
Suggest there might be certain categories made eligible for such a facility. Examples being members of the Armed Forces or couples getting married in a
location to be close to family or couples who are UK citizens returning from abroad after posting.
The risk of 'arranged' marriages should not be considered lightly. This would appear to be facilitated by introducing zero notice for the convenience of
those who simply are using the system as a method of luring to the UK under the pretext of a marriage but with the aim of accessing UK citizenship.

Consultation Question 5:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

There will still be the local scheduling problems for local citizens and the risk of arranged marriages not meeting the UK cultural standards would be
increased. However, certain categories such as outlined above under Q4 should be able start the notice period online

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Seven days to meet the residence requirement. Zoom style personal interviews should be made available for the categories as suggested in Q5 and Q6.

Seven days would allow online verification to be carried out by the Registrar for both personal interviews held in the office or online

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

As suggested in Q6 fully validated remote interviews should be made available to qualifying categories such as those proposed above. Scanned passport
and birth certificate information can be sent online and used to verify with marriage data bases and and allow passport verification . The 7 days notice
would give time for this process either at the registration office or the remote interviewee position whether in the UK or abroad.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Very definitely yes. I agreed a date to marry by Fiancee when I was on patrol in the Falklands for six months with the RN and had to give bans notice on
board the ship as well as get my Commanding Officer's to do so. That was as a Lieutenant Commander.

Consultation Question 9:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

The concept could be made known to the couple concerned and they should be responsible for any risk by doing so on social media. What purpose
would it serve the Registrar who would already be charged with validating eligibility for the marriage? From a registration point of view all it would do is to
add a miniscule chance that from whatever social media is chosen someone, somewhere would challenge the marriage. The added risk of someone with
malicious intent to baulk the marriage would be too great and should not be taken on by a Public Official. Only the couple themselves should be made
responsible for social media posting having been made aware of the risk of malicious interference.

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Given the Covid situation experienced, this would sensible and cover any injury, posting etc of the individuals concerned. It should not be possible to
register anyone under age at the time of application



Consultation Question 11:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Para 1 yes.
Para 2 No Why at the parties' request? The Register Office Schedule should allow the substitution of another officiant should the original be unavailable
for some reason. Some appeal route should be open for the parties to request another but the reasons should be specified. If words become a matter of
debate, as implied by this change, rather than a lawfully recognised 'oath' why would the parties not get the officiant changed because of the words they
requested were not acceptable to the nominated officiant. Relaxations of the ceremony and the words espousing the commitment of each would
aggravate the possibility of dispute with the Officiant as well as water down the intention committed to by each party to each other.

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But not at the request of the parties unless through a separate and highly selective appeal procedure conducted before the marriage by say 3 days.

Please share your views below:

Yes if the nominated officiant has objections for reasons of conscience to the marriage particularly same sex marriage.

Consultation Question 13:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Why not? Banns posted not in a Church in the UK should be valid for all ceremonies in the UK.

The requirements of service personnel need to be catered for and also those for UK citizens living and working abroad but wanting to marry in England or
Wales.

How would this fit with UK citizens getting married overseas as two of my four daughters did? One in Canada and the other in Mauritius both at officially
recognised venues.

Consultation Question 14:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Surely this should only be necessary to retain or widen the scope for posting in the event of any damage anywhere. The real problem seems to be where
Banns should be published when a church is not the venue. Posting at a hotel etc venue is pointless as it is not really a notice being brought to the wide
attention of the population who may know the parties and certainly is not pointedly aimed at the Anglican Community who would see the Banns at the
Church where the parties may not even attend. It may be more appropriate to have the District Councils, where the parties are resident, to maintain a
Banns Website for publication with churches being additional but optional posting places. This would reduce the risk of malicious interference though
social media and be as informative as any locally viewed Banns Notice Board or Newspaper announcement.

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Suggest as above that Banns be published on a dedicated Council webpage with the Church an optional extra decided by the Parties. The current
announcement is of limited value to those not getting married in the church where they attend services and those getting married in more casual and
remote surroundings unlikely to be visited by persons who may have good reason to challenge any marriage.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Of course they must have the power to call for documentary evidence. Online checking of birth dates, birth places and nationality should be made
available at the beginning of the 7 day notice period.

It is not clear in the above whether Registrars already have that authority if they are the officiant but Anglican Clergy do not. Any Officiant should have the
authority and that is why selection of officiants needs to be scrupulously conducted.
The complications come when the parties have different religions.

Consultation Question 17:



Please share your views below:

Surely this should be required when the application for Banns is made to the officiant

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:

BUT only if those civil preliminaries do not contradict the CofE policy on marriage and go against the conscience of the Cof E officiant.

The constant referral to Anglican Wedding in the above document is confusing the comments being requested. If it is intended that under the Law an
'England and Wales' recognised marriage is really what is being reviewed and not an Anglican Wedding the connotations would be more divisive and
comments more divided. The right of an Officiant not to carry out same sex marriage should always be open to Officiants without fear of punishment in
any form.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Only if those officiants commit to undertake all preliminaries and checks before the marriage is complete.

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Only if the full preliminaries etc are to be incorporated and there is no application by such an organisation for any relaxation of the one man with one
woman or same sex pairs rule. ie bigamy, trigamy, etc is still unlawful.

Please share your views below:

Any banned organisation. Any cult organisation. Any protest organisation. Any political Organisation

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is trivialising marriage.



Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Disruptive to be added

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Not until the organisation has been established for at least 50 years and has an established hierarchy which is proven to be structurally fluid with named
offices that are democratically filled.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Without question.

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Only if backed by a Public Organisation such as a Local Council.

Consultation Question 30:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There must be some central standard to be met.

Consultation Question 31:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The age of 18 is far too low. There needs to be certain social criteria of achievement and some account taken of wisdom accumulated. The new 18 is the
old 11 year old and the world is suffering from it.

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

There are fees and expenses. Fees should be fixed.

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



There should be no doubt about it. Having seen and heard an Officiant advise and then carry out the marriage of my daughter in Canada, it was made
quite clear that she and her husband to be should be treating their marriage as a lifelong commitment.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Making it clear what is mandatory and what is guidance.

Consultation Question 37:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It needs to be an independent Ofsted type of arrangement.

Consultation Question 38:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The action should be taken regardless of the Organisation 'failing to act'. If the organisation has failed to act then it should be excluded from being able to
nominate officiants.

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

There should be a minimum age and experience requirement. 40 is suggested along with suitable career credentials.
[Poorly worded question]

Consultation Question 41:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

What is 'continuing professional development' for an officiant? He or she needs the wisdom and integrity to be trusted with such a duty.

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

How will standards of commitment, dignity, solemnity be otherwise maintained!

Consultation Question 44:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Society is built on common and shared standards. Marriage is a major key to achieving a stable and content society that works.

Division in Society today is rife because individuals are encouraged to 'do their own thing'. Social ethos is built from a common understanding of what is
expected from an individual not letting the individual do as he/she pleases.

Consultation Question 45:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If religion is that important then the marriage needs to be undertaken in church

Please share your views below:

Contradicts the whole concept of a civil wedding

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I was widowed at 36 and married a divorcee 4 years later. We had a civil ceremony and this was followed two days later by a Celebration Service. Is this
what is being repealed? If so No
Poorly worded question

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

For what reason? To lock someone out who may know of some impediment?

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not if the solemnity of marriage is to be preserved.

Please share your views below:

Limit weddings???

Consultation Question 49:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Only clergy should be officiants in religious venues
Non religious officiants cannot be allowed to conduct religious weddings and why would clergy wish to undertake duties in non religious venues.

Religious Officiants need to be protected against vexatious wishes of any couple to marry in a non religious venue.

Consultation Question 51:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It should not be an optional pre-approval process. Open to abuse and trivialisation.

Please share your views below:

Council Authorities along with banns promulgation

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Why the names and occupations of the parents?

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

3 Should read either party

No

Please expand on your answer:

Surely witnesses are essential?

Consultation Question 58:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Person acting as an officiant? If the person was not an officiant, only acting as one, the marriage can only be annulled

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

'Are married'?

Consultation Question 60:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

3 Years is far too long. 30 days with extenuating circumstances for cases where marriages have been forced.

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Criminal offence.

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

No knowledge

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Records need to be kept centrally for validation purposes.

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage while in prison should not be permitted as criminal proceeds may be hidden or passed on etc

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Wedding Zoom Ceremonies are open to abuse and trivialisation.
Don't open a can of unintended consequences because of covid 19.



No

Please expand on your answer:

You will not know the nature and length of any emergency.

No

Please expand on your answer:

What type of emergency? We are always at risk of death. Please do not perpetuate fear at the expense of retaining the solemnity of marriage. What about
Armed Forces being deployed?

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Christenings can take place on ships, so why not if a registered officiant is used?

Consultation Question 69:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

If a registered Officiant is on board. What will happen to the rights of Captains to conduct marriages?

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Warships

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The name of the officiant must be know to ensure records and standards are maintained.

Consultation Question 72:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It needs to be the Captain.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Are you taking away the rights of a Captain?

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

IK

Consultation Question 74:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Copies can be transmitted on line or are originals required?

The latter would ensure early notice of the marriage with originals provided within a specified timescale.

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Why not an expense related basis? A standard Cost recovery would be unfair to many.

Consultation Question 76:

(1) the same fee as other cases in which the registration officer must travel to the person giving notice, set nationally on a cost-recovery basis; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

And the expenses incurred

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Neither. Cost recovery. The estate will pay.

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

The more the ceremony is trivialised, the less consideration will be given to the meaning of the word marriage. This in conjunction with the legislation to
make divorce easier will mean more couples getting divorced. The huge increase in single parents due to divorce as evidenced by housing shortages
indicates a worsening pattern. Easy come easy go may be alright for the couple but the children will be the sufferers

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

IK

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YFZT-J

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-01 21:20:15

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

I just don't want my private information going where others can see it.

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I am divorced.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:



Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

They shouldn't be living together.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Marriages have to be taken seriously.

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Feelings can change. Better before.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

No

Please expand on your answer:

We haven't needed that up to now.

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

To keep things serious.

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

We don't want marriages to be messed up for such reasons. Many people can be involved and messed up.

Please share your views below:

Like what?

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Unnecessary.

Consultation Question 14:

No

Please expand on your answer:

We shouldn't be making things difficult.

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

No. It needs to be official.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

It would save things going wrong at a later date.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes, to avoid any pressures to marry.

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:

To save things going wrong in the future.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I'm not sure for the Anglican Church. I'm, not Anglican.

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There may be a shortage of staff in the Church so
a registration officer may be needed.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There's no need to complicate things more.

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I expect they are trustworthy.

Consultation Question 23:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There must be someone with authority over all these organisations.

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There must be someone with authority over all and sundry.

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Why should they be able to charge extortionate fees.

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Those being married need to think what they are doing and promising.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

The Registry Office or similar should be responsible.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

People need to get on with their marriage when it's arranged.and not be held up.

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YU6N-Q

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-01 21:25:16

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

None

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



There need to be definitions of "dignity" and "solemnity".

Officiants should have the power to pause (or in extreme cases) refuse to continue ceremonies, where either the parties or those attending do not
conduct themselves in accordance with the definitions.

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There should be a public commitment made orally (with special provision made for those with speech or hearing impediments) by both parties who
should both be physically present at the ceremony. This commitment should be common to all civil ceremonies.

Such common public expression of lifelong commitment can be added to by the parties as long as the officiant agrees such additions do not detract from
the dignity and solemnity of the proceedings.

The above signifies to the parties that in making their public commitment they are recognising the importance of that commitment in the eyes of their
fellow countrymen and women..

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A minimal form and ceremony should be laid down by law as common to all civil weddings.
The officiant can agree to additions (though not variations) to form and ceremony as long as dignity and solemnity are upheld.

The officiant should be able to refuse to conduct the ceremony where such proposed additions indicate one or both parties do not appreciate the
significance of the marriage institution to the country or that they are in fact entering into a lifelong commitment.

Consultation Question 44:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The law should require a public commitment with members of the the public able to be present to hear it.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

All venues should be vetted in advance by a registrar as appropriate to the dignity and solemnity of the ceremony.

There could be a limited number of exceptions where, dependant on specific circumstances, like the health or infirmity of one or both parties, another
venue (e.g. a hospital, a private house) could be allowed.

Please share your views below:

"No" to the above except private homes (including care homes) where specific circumstances exist (e.g. health or frailty of one or both parties).

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

"Safe" and "dignified" require definition



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

See Q.48 response. Locations should (except in limited circumstances) be vetted in advance by registrars. Locations should not only be safe and dignified
but conducive to the solemnity of proceedings.

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Legal provisions on solemnity and dignity of the ceremony and safety of the location should impress on the parties the importance to the country of the
institution of marriage.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YU68-1

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-01 21:31:36

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Not applicable

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

N/a

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I am married legally to one lady

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

We both wanted to be wed in a church in accordance with matrimonial law

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Not relevant



Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

I have known of a couple wed in Covid secure location which though sad in that numbers were restricted it was a joyous occasion

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Stability is a major factor in weddings

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Nothing more

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Sufficient

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Interview should be physical not online for safety and seriousness.
Marriage is not Intended to be treated lightly

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Keep the law as is . It works well

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Sufficient

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Adequate

Consultation Question 11:

No

Please expand on your answer:

May not be possible to stipulate name at this point

Consultation Question 12:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Sufficient

Please share your views below:

No

Consultation Question 13:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Adequate

Consultation Question 14:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It's important that both bride and groom have opportunity to attend the reading of banns.
No need to change nothing gained and other things lost

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Banns could be published in the local register office also

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

I consider both these points necessary ensure both parties are in agreement and understand the legal duties of marriage

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Agreed as essential

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Again it works well at this time so not necessary to be changed

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Sufficient

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Registrars often have to take weddings elsewhere due to no clergy available

Consultation Question 21:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Sufficient

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Adequate

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Adequate

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Agreed

Please share your views below:

No assessment of each application separately

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Sufficient

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Not agreed. Do not exclude as they have much experience in this area of work

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Not an issue I believe

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Adequate

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Unless qualified to officiate they should be excluded

Consultation Question 30:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Sufficient

Consultation Question 31:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not too sure about this it could be misused in arranged weddings

Consultation Question 32:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Officients have a right to be paid well for the role they play

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Adequate

Consultation Question 34:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No need for this point

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Essential

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As long as current guidance exists

Consultation Question 37:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is a state function

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Adequate

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Only in extreme circumstances

Consultation Question 40:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Should be reviewed 3 years

Consultation Question 41:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not essential

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is formed during the ceremony only

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage ceremony must be agreed nationally for stability and clarity. Not a descent to lowest standards

Consultation Question 44:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Each faith to be able to decree its own arrangement

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As long as it is respectful

Please share your views below:

Wherever one is in the world we are in the sight of God our maker so In the sight of God should be included

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Why is this an issue ? Many people want to have their wedding blessed in a church either on the same day or later

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The whole process should be open and available for others to witness



Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Why ? This may reduce marriage to farcical levels and is disrespectful of the whole matter of the marriage.

Musk offering weddings on the moon !

outdoors,

Please share your views below:

Again weddings should be conducted in public either in or outside buildings only. Anything else is dishonourable to the act of marriage.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Already stated this elsewhere

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

No

Please expand on your answer:

Contradiction of terms

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Wedding venues need to be licensed

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Obviously

No

Please expand on your answer:

Venues need to be licensed

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No problem

Please share your views below:

Local licensing officials

Chapter 8: Registration



Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Sufficient

Consultation Question 55:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Must be interpret able

Consultation Question 56:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Keep it analogue

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Adequate

No

Please expand on your answer:

Must have witness and complete registration

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Adequate

Consultation Question 59:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consummation of marriage integral and not optional

No

Please expand on your answer:

Has stood the test of time and should remain

Consultation Question 60:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Again this has proved invaluable for many

Consultation Question 61:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Adequate

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Not known

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Sufficient

Consultation Question 64:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Must remain to retain value

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Adequate

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Adequate

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Sensible

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Sensible

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Believe that it should be possible to obtain sufficient evidence easily.
Marriage has lasting consequences and is not to be nullified

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Why ? no good reason that I can see



Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As long as the ceremony is valid and sufficient witnesses are present

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

No . No good reason for this as far as I can say.

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As above

Consultation Question 72:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This is reducing the importance of marriage and mostly denies families from attending the ceremony

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not agreed

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not relevant if not allowed

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Whether demand exists or not I do not believe that marriage should be conducted in such places. Not necessary and belittles the state of marriage

Consultation Question 74:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See above

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Sufficient

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Agreed



Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Adequate

Consultation Question 78:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Local licensing officials should determine acceptable venues

Consultation Question 79:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See above

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Sufficient

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Adequate

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Sufficient

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Same fee is charged

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

In most cases yes

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

I have been involved with multiple weddings in the past and consider the current law quite sufficient and able to adapt to specific circumstances where
required.



Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Marriage is serious and costs should reflect the seriousness so to ensure both parties are agreed as to the action taken.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I cannot see what overall benefits would be gained from much of the proposed changes. This is a move to lower the standard of marriage which is totally
unnecessary.
Less people are engaged in the process of marriage anyway in 21st century so why reduce it further ??

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Venues for weddings were relaxed many years ago and in my opinion remains adequate.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Not in agreement with suggestions for change of venues.

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Content with most of local authorities legislation regarding marriage

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Don't agree with your proposal so no need to expand my view

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Again I conclude that existing regulations for the honorable estate of marriage are adequate and do not need to be lowered in the way that these
proposals indicate.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Not necessary as I have stated it would not improve weddings in general for the majority of those concerned.

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Not relevant as not agreed

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Not agreed

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

My view is that the status quo should remain in majority of cases
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Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-01 22:33:15

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

None

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 5: Officiants



Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Officiants need to have clear definitions of "dignity" and "solemnity"; otherwise there will be great confusion and /or resentment, caused by differing
views.

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No



Please expand on your answer:

An "expression of consent" is insufficient and too vague. A definite form of words is needed. Couples could add to these words if they wanted to do so.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Again , this is too subjective, depending on the parties' and the officiant's personal views. Since marriage is not just a private arrangement but is
recognised in law and in society, there need to be clear boundaries as to what is or is not acceptable.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Public access is a safeguard against coerced marriage. Marriage is not just a private matter.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Some venues are not conducive to the seriousness of the marriage commitment.
How would venues be tested for their dignity and safety? Who would be the arbiter?

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:



No

Please expand on your answer:

As already stated, this opens the door to confusion and resentment, because of differing opinions of officiants.

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YU6W-Z

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-01 22:42:29

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The implication of the proposal is that a simple expression of consent is all that is required. Foundational to the legal marriage ceremony has always been
the public declaration of commitment, one to the other. Nothing should be done which undermines the solemnity of the ceremony and the seriousness
of this commitment. Both society and the state have an interest in this

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This appears to undermine the seriousness and solemnity of the marriage ceremony. It is doubtful that ceremonies devised by the parties concerned
could always be said to reflect how seriously marriage should be taken. There is flexibility in wedding ceremonies and prescribed words are minimal.
However, it does not seem right that a couples wishes should override the need for a proper formal public declaration. After all, both society and the
state have a major interest in the firmness and stability of marriage as a bedrock.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

An 'open doors' requirement helps to convey the public nature of wedding declarations.
Marriage has public significance and is not simply a private matter. Moreover, the open doors requirement is a protection against forced marriage, which
remains a problem in our society.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There may be some benefit in allowing a wider variety of venues. However, I believe great caution should be exercised so as not to legitimise 
inappropriate settings. Locations should be appropriate for such a significant and solemn ceremony. There is a need to emphasise the seriousness of



what is being undertaken (not forgetting the happiness, of course!) The Anglican Book of Common Prayer urges that marriage is not to be undertaken
"unadvisedly, lightly or wantonly...." which advice could be applied to any couple across the board. Hence the emphasis in the submission above.

outdoors,

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There needs to be clarity as to how venues would be tested for 'safety' and 'dignity'
Stringent safeguards would need to be proposed

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YF39-G

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-01 22:59:55

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

 ABOD

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

The institution of marriage has been bastardised by the liberal establishment and become pointless.

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:



Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

1 month, to make the process meaningful.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

In-person interviews are essential to guard against marriages of convenience, forced marriages and sham marriages and should be between the
authorised person and the individual intended spouse and not the couple.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

No objections

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It is a matter of public notice so record thereof should be.

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is important for the Anglican Communion, except for RoI where we should sever any cooperation as it is a foreign entity.

Consultation Question 14:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Publish online

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

The minister should have full interrogation powers of persons and documents.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Agreed

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

The CoE is the Established Church in England and anything to undermine this in the slightest must be resisted, especially by the limpness of civil
“authority” within the sanctity of marriage.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Non-religious organisations should settle for the registrar, they don't need pandering to with their own celebrants.



Please share your views below:

These organisations should not be permitted to involve themselves in marriages.

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Although not to the bit about the non-religious belief organisations.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

What is "public policy or morality"? The government seems obsessed with promoting homosexuality at every juncture, but it would be a disgrace to refuse
the right to marry to a religious body that teaches that homosexuality is a sin, as per the correct teaching of all main religions. This is a recipe for
governments preferring groups based on public policy which by its nature is transient, and discriminatory.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Would be happy with this.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is a recipe for disaster with any old Tom, Dick or Harry thinking they could have a go, and it would be difficult and costly to assess the competence of
"independent officiants".

Consultation Question 30:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Depends on what you mean by "fit and proper". If you mean a political correctness fascist then no.

Consultation Question 31:

No

Please expand on your answer:

These seem to be very low bars.

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It would be seemly for there to be a tariff banding system, although I don't agree with independent officiants anyway.

Consultation Question 34:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This should be a basic guide only and should not proscribe any religious or moral teachings because they are not in favour with the present government
or the political correctness fascists.

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This should be given to a panel of lay people who are genuinely lay people and not "the great and the good" or Home Office stooges or those promoted
by special interest groups.

Consultation Question 39:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

As above.

Consultation Question 40:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Should be the for the lifetime of the officiant's holy orders.

Consultation Question 41:

No

Please expand on your answer:

What is "continuing professional development"? Sounds like government equality fascism to me.

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The public expression of no impediments existing should be performed during the ceremony; if there is no problem then no one should be worried about
this being in the ceremony. the marriage should only be deemed valid once the ceremony has been concluded.

Consultation Question 43:

No



Please expand on your answer:

Sounds like a right mess of DIY ceremonies.

Consultation Question 44:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

This should be permitted where one party to the marriage has faith but is having a civil ceremony because the other does not and has not consented to a
religious service.

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Why bother to repeal it?

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This opens the door to clandestine marriages, sham marriages etc.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There should be a strict limit, otherwise I could marry at home, or in a toilet or a kennel. It makes a mockery of everything.

Please share your views below:

The law is already too wide in permitting weddings at special locations such as stately homes. Civil marriages should be confined to Registry Offices and
religious ones to the churches or temples of the officiating minister. The law is already too liberal. Private homes is the most ludicrous as it is a green light
to forced and clandestine marriages.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As above.

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Religious venues should only be open to the religious, and not gawpers and people who like the idea of a religious venue but don't want to take the
religious content.



Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is too liberal and subjective.

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Only if Q51 comes to pass would I answer "yes".

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I am not sympathetic to non-religious venues other than Registry Offices so this is academic.

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This has genealogical advantages.

Consultation Question 55:

No

Please expand on your answer:

English only. The Welsh can all speak English.

Consultation Question 56:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

You should provide more details as to what you envisage and how this would operate.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I would agree to (1) only, there must be witnesses and something signed is important to guard against fraud and coercion.

Consultation Question 58:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This sounds like it is a green light to sham marriages.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

How "common law marriages" have survived so long I can't fathom.

Consultation Question 60:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I would agree only if there is compelling evidence that a party was forced into marriage using threats or violence, otherwise it sounds like a golden
opportunity for a spouse looking to exit an unhappy marriage to make claims.

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

No problems.

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There should be a fast-track procedure.

Consultation Question 64:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:



(1) is fine, the other 3 are bastardising marriage and making fraud more and more easy.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Why?

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

No ships unless they have a chapel.

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I don't agree with the basic principle.

Consultation Question 72:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Unlikely to be much religious demand whatsoever.

Consultation Question 74:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Who would investigate the reasonable delay validity?

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

No

Please expand on your answer:



This sounds like a disability tax.

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Agreed except attending to officiate at the wedding of a severely disabled person who is housebound/institution-bound.

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As above; there should be no such uplift.

Consultation Question 83:

(2) there should be no fee.

Please expand on your answer:

There should be no impediment to marriage when one party is terminally ill and may find fees offputting as they also consider putting their affairs in
order ahead of death.

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Any liberalisation will further reduce the solemnity of the institution of marriage above and beyond the bastardisation of the institution by the liberal
governments of the past 30 years.



Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No need for pre-approval opens the door to unsuitable or weird locations being selected, sometimes on pure cost grounds.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

2) should not be liberalised so as to encourage yet more backdoor immigration.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUXC-E

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-01 23:09:40

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

N/A

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

N/A

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Married in a formal, legal and dignified ceremony

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I wanted there to be witnesses to what I felt were solemn and binding declarations. I wanted the state to be sure that I was committed to the woman I
married and clear that it was by consent and that we both were legally free and clear to marry.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A



Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

N/A

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

N/A

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If anything I think this time-frame should be extended not reduced. Otherwise this could permit all manner of abuses and enforced weddings as nobody
local knows anything about the people or the circumstances surrounding their supposed consent.

Consultation Question 5:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It should still be public and open so that anyone with due cause can object on grounds of law eg. bigamy, power of attorney (dementia cases), minors

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

28 days should be a minimum requirement for due diligence

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

In person is essential.
One thing we surely have learned from 2020 is that online meetings lose much of key body language (non-verbal communication) as well as off camera
coercion.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 9:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not just online but the already accepted means.
Risk of harm? This is England and Wales we are talking about and laws exist to protect people from harm. This is a loophole that could be used in coercive
relationships or enforced marriages to hide that fact.

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Same as is

Consultation Question 11:



Other

Please expand on your answer:

A substitute should only be permitted in the event of illness or unforeseen absence of a serious nature of the original officiant

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But only that, not just on a whim

Please share your views below:

N/a

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

These are helpful from a community perspective. A wedding isn't just about the couple

Consultation Question 14:

No

Please expand on your answer:

N/a

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

No, they need to be published in the parishes from which the participants come from as well as where the wedding will take place. This ensures the
inclusion of the community in the event

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes I think this will help to lessen the opportunity for abuse

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Continue as is

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Yes, I think that would be prudent to try and keep from 'Jedi warriors' for instance, being accepted as non-religious belief organizations lest we be drawn
into the frivolous or absurd

Consultation Question 25:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Where will polygamous organizations fit with this?

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Would this include a traditional view of marriage? These are 'quadruple locked' as protected? The view is not illegal.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Naming is good and can prevent all manner of distress caused by an unanticipated/unwelcome officiant arriving.

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

We will just end up with 'Elvis' on the register

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



You will need to closely define what you understand 'fit' and 'proper' to mean

Consultation Question 31:

No

Please expand on your answer:

You will be unable to ensure proper regulation of independent officiants with no legal recourse for 'bodged', inappropriate ceremonies or ones that lack
solemnity or dignity

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Why should independents be free from constraint of profit making? This just cheapens the whole affair

Consultation Question 34:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Do not allow independent officiants

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But you need to adequately define what you understand 'dignity' and 'solemnity' to mean and there needs to be regulation attached to ensure they are
upheld. There needs to be sufficient monitoring of content and tone to also ensure the dignity and solemnity of the ceremony not just so that whims can
be indulged to have whatever you like, wherever you like. That is neither dignity nor solemnity.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Be clear and defined, regulate and monitor

Consultation Question 37:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I think it should be jointly monitored between the organization and state

Consultation Question 38:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes provided the proper and adequate definitions are in place and clear standards set

Consultation Question 39:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Do not allow independents

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Any consent must be orally and in person. Lack of impediment must be clearly stated for the benefit of public witnesses to challenge

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Society and state have an interest in a wedding ceremony and so it cannot be just what the couple want. There must remain solemnity and dignity of the
occasion. It is a serious commitment that the couple are entering into and trivializing it or allowing it to become frivolous on whim will not help to ensure
the solemnity or dignity.

Consultation Question 44:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

If you relax the limitations it will not be long before religious groups become unable to insist or impose requirements despite promises of 'quadruple lock'

Consultation Question 45:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Under what circumstance would this be necessary? Cannot see a need.

Please share your views below:

Cannot think of what religious content you would either want or need in a non-religious civil ceremony

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Society and state have an obvious interest in the marriage ceremony. The community and state should be concerned that openness is effective in
combatting enforced marriages or coercive behaviours. There must remain right of access.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Should a couple decide they want to get married underwater in scuba gear then they presumably could. This makes a mockery of the solemnity and
dignity of the ceremony. It removes the public access and ability for scrutiny.

outdoors,, on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

They should be very limited in scope lest it become a complete farce. Dignity and safety imperative and should be clearly and narrowly defined with
stringent safeguards in place.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

For the same reasons as religious ceremonies to safeguard against enforced or coercive marriages and behaviours they must remain publicly accessible

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Other

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

With regard to 2) I feel there may be some scope but limited for religious ceremonies to be conducted elsewhere than a religious building. For instance
some churches meet in say a school where they have no premises of their own and it may be appropriate provided the same stringent measure of safety,
dignity and solemnity are met for there to be allowance for a ceremony to be conducted there. There must of course be public access also.

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There must be clearly defined parameters preset for the suitability for any location and it must be clear and obvious to all parties whether a particular
location/venue meets the criteria or not.

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But there must be clear and unambiguous definitions of what exactly that means. There must be public access and there must be stringent safeguards in
place to ensure that these are properly adhered to with adequate regulation in place to ensure compliance.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

It needs to be regulations rather than guidance else folks will just push the boundaries as far as they are able until we have weddings and venues that are
neither safe nor dignified

Consultation Question 53:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Just because a venue has frequently hosted weddings doesn't necessarily mean it fully complies with stringent regulations that it is a safe and dignified
location. This must remain the case and a location/venue would have to apply to be able to host weddings and clearly show how it meets regulations
prior to any weddings taking place there

Please share your views below:



Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

For some people point 3 may be either contentious or unknown. It may be the parents decline consent for their details to be shown and presumably
under data protection laws their wishes must be listened to.

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This to be an added option not alternative

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Who will regulate this? Will this depend on voluntary information? Will this be possible to be witnessed where public access is not permitted?

No

Please expand on your answer:

There must be witnesses to ensure the safety of all parties against enforced or coercive marriages and behaviours

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But the 'consent' cannot be allowed to take place without witnesses or behind closed doors it is a recipe for abuse

Consultation Question 59:

No

Please expand on your answer:

That would suggest that a few hours later they can just go off their separate ways as if it was merely a financial or otherwise beneficial transaction for
instance gaining of nationality?

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Does that mean there will be no 'statute of limitations' on when petition for nullity can be made? Or that petition will not be allowable?

Consultation Question 61:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Do not believe so

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The wedding must take place in person, not remotely with all parties being present. If a national emergency arises then the wedding will have to wait if
there cannot be safe and dignified location utilized, witnesses and public access allowed. Doing it all online prohibits safeguarding and regulation from
conducting proper and rigorous monitoring regarding consent and countering enforced marriages or coercive behaviours.

No

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

With the provisos already stated that there is proper safe and dignified assessments made of location and venue, that there is adequate provision for the
safety and free access to the public to witness any ceremony and potentially register a legal objection to the marriage

Consultation Question 69:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

With the same provisos as previously stated. A cruise ship may prohibit the free public access of persons legitimately able to lodge legal objection

Consultation Question 70:



Please share your views below:

Again anything which limits society's ability to witness a ceremony is inadvisable

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Full disclosure needs to be made

Consultation Question 72:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Do not agree with independent officiants

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Suspect it will be few

Consultation Question 74:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Locations need to be assessed not as one offs at point of a wedding but registering as suitable venues per se

Consultation Question 79:

Other

Please expand on your answer:



It would be assessed initially as either suitable or not then regularly assessed as an ongoing process for regulatory approval, maybe annually or every
other year in order to maintain standards

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Do not believe there is anything that discourages or prevents people getting married.
Suspect that in relation to 2. if folks think they can marry anywhere in any guise they fancy or that it can be done in private or even online then there will
be a surge of abuses of both the system and increase in enforced marriages or coercive behaviours

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Believe the current laws are sufficient but must be properly maintained to avoid abuses

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Cost of a wedding is rarely prohibitive to the actual ceremony. All the additional optional trappings are what make things financially burdensome or
prohibitive with the average cost of a uk wedding now being somewhere between £18000 - £32000. The actual necessary costs are perhaps less than 10%
of these figures?

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

It sounds as if you are promoting wedding businesses and/or venues and clearly this will have an adverse impact on couples who are financially
restricted. This will not promote healthy competition. This is a myth. It will likely mean that one business 'keeps up with the Joneses' and you end up
effectively with a type of cartel. It will all be about profit which is hardly dignified.

Consultation Question 88:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

n/a

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

n/a

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

n/a

Consultation Question 2:



Please share your views below:

n/a

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

The decision that marriages could not take place duing lockdown had serious implications for couples who believed that cohbitation before marriage was
not acceptable. It suggests that those making the decision did not fully appreciate the seriousness, solemnity and dignity of marriage and therefore its
importance to the stability of society and family life.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Application of the current requirement is difficult to police and therefore can be circumvented by telling half truths. Abolishing the requirement will
remove an unimportant provision and hopefully highlight the seriousness of the continuing requirements.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Permitting the parties to start the notice period by giving notice online, by post or in person in any registration district reflects the reality that the parties
may today live and/or work far from the registration district. The opportunity to start the process remotely should not be allowed to lead, at a future date,
to the removal of the obligation to attend a separate in-person interview.

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

The period needs to allow time for proper investigation of any suspected irregularity or incorrect information. A period of seven or fewer days could lead
to the cancellation or postponement of the wedding at very short notice. We suggest a period of 21 days.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

In-person interviews allow the best opportunity to assess whether the parties are telling the truth. Anything less is not as good and increases the
possibility of wrongdoing and/or coercion. A common comment about remote meetings during recent months has been that they generally work well if
the participants are already acquainted but because it is difficult to read body language it is harder to judge the veracity of what is being said if there is no
prior acquaintance. With that experience we believe remote interviews are insufficient and should not be permitted.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

We agree it should continue to be possible for notice to be given outside England and Wales. It is convenient for the couple and so far as we are aware
has not given rise to difficulties in the past.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This would be an updating measure which reflects modern society. Any notice online is more likely to come to the attention of the public than the current
fixed notices.

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Tweleve months seems to be a reasonable period.

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

1. Agreed.
2. To protect the interests of a religious body or authority involved with the wedding if an officiant is changed there must be a mechanism to ensure an
officiant nominated by a religious body or authority is replaced by an officiant nominated by the same religious body or authority.
The replacement officiant should also be approved by the authority in whose premises the wedding is to be conducted.
This protection that the officiant should be nominated by the same religious body is also likely to be important to the couple.

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

To protect the interests of a religious body or authority involved with the wedding if an officiant is subsituted there must be a mechanism to ensure an
officiant is replaced by a substitute officiant nominated by the same religious body or authority.
The substitute officiant should only act with the prior approval of the couple.
If the wedding is to take place on the premises of a religious organisation, then approval of the subsitute officiant should be obtained from the religious
organisation.

Please share your views below:

A substitute officiant should be able to act in other circumstances provided the substitution is for good reason and not a means of building up a business.

To protect the interests of a religious body or authority involved with the wedding if an officiant is subsituted there must be a mechanism to ensure an
officiant is replaced by a substitute officiant nominated by the same religious body or authority.

The substitute officiant should only act with the prior approval of the couple.

If the wedding is to take place on the premises of a religious organisation, then approval of the subsitute officiant should be obtained from the religious
organisation.

Consultation Question 13:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

We have no additional comments.

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Repeal will remove what is in reality a redundant provision.

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

We have no view on this matter.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Clergy should be able to require ID from the couple. This is common in other areas of day to day life and should be a requirement in something as
important as marriage. It is a failing that it is not already a requirement.

Clergy should be required to meet with each of the couple separately before banns are published to ensure there is no coercion and to ensure each party
understands the seriousness of the marriage contract.

Consultation Question 17:



Please share your views below:

This should be done for the sake of achieving one of the purposes of Preliminaries and for the sake of consistency with other practices and requirements.

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

We support the retention of Anglican Preliminaries as legal preliminaries in principle because the involvement of the Established Church in the wedding
emphasises the Christian view of marriage, which is an important contribution to marriage as a valuable element in a stable society for the benefit of all.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

All churches, and in particular lndependent Churches, should have the exclusive right to choose their nominated officiant to act as officiant in the
premises occupied by them for worship.

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

We have no additional comments.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

We have no additional comments.

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

We have no additional comments.

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

We agree strongly. It will be very important to churches, and to Independent Churches in particular, to be able to choose who they nominate as officiants
because it will be important to them that the officiants in their churches have the same beliefs as the church and hold to the same doctrines as the
church concerning the Christian basis of marriage. There are many different constitutional arrangements for decision making in and for Independent
Churches. Some are under the umbrella of a national or regional body and some are autonomous local bodies comprising a single local church run by
Trustees or a Pastor and Deacons or Elders and there are governance arrangements in between these two extremes. The new scheme for appointing
officiants should be flexible enough to accept appointments by different procedures in all these situations.

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

A list of non-religious belief organisations would be helpful as the concept is unfamiliar to the general public whereas the public are relatively familiar
with the main religions and their denominations. In view of the novel status of such organisations we suggest the General Register Office should
determine the organisations which qualify to be on the list according to the statutory criteria. A list should reduce the risk of a commercial entity, seeking
to build a business to profit from officiating, masquerading as a non-religious belief organisation.



Please share your views below:

Commercial for profit entities should not amount to a non-religious belief organisation for the purpose of officiating at weddings.

Consultation Question 25:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Some Independent Churches may have less than 20 members and there can often be a distinction between those who regularly meet together for
worship and actual membership. We recommend that the qualification should be at least 20 individuals who meet regularly for worship or in furtherance
of their beliefs.

We agree the body must have a wedding service or a sincerely held belief about marriage.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

The exclusion of religious organisations on the grounds of their having purposes contrary to public policy or morality is far too wide or is capable of being
far too wide. Many Christian churches would oppose the definition of marriage as including same sex marriage, but that is now the legal definition of
marriage, as well as public policy, and for many it is also a tenet of current public morality.
If a religious organisation is expressly excluded from being able to nominate officiants on the grounds that the organisation promotes as one of its
purposes marriage as being solely between a man and a woman, this would drive a coach and horses through the freedom of religion. Excluding a
religious organisation from nominating an officiant to officiate at a wedding between a man and a woman would be peverse.
It is often a church's distinctive view of marriage which attracts individuals to be married under the auspices of a particular church.
The same problem arises on other issues such as abortion and transgender where a church's beliefs on these matters are in opposition to current public
policy and/or morality. Churches have views on these matters which are sometimes against the flow of public policy and/or morality and they believe it is
their role in society to promote those views as part and parcel of their faith which holds them together.
To exclude such churches from the ability to to nominate officiants would be to exclude them from celebrating one of the most important aspects of the
Christian church (the marriage of a man and woman who commit to each other for life and who will in due course share in the upbringing of the next
generation).
There are lobby groups who may by legal challenges try to take advantage of the exclusion as proposed to prevent churches from carrying out one of
their most important functions.
The risk to freedom of religion is illustrated by the case of the Shadow Minister for Faith who has recently been obliged to resign because she expressed
views which, although not illegal and until recently completly in line with public policy, were in late 2020 regarded as contrary to current public policy.
History has shown that purposes promoted by people of faith (e.g. Bunyan, Wilberforce, Shaftesbury and Ghandi) that at the time were regarded as
unlawful or contrary to public policy have subsequently been accepted as enlightened. Any exclusion on the grounds of transitory public policy would be
a dangerous precedent.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Organisations should be able to nominate officiants by office.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

We have no additional comments.

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

We have no additional comments.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Ensuring the nominating organisation has responsibility for ensuring the person is fit and proper should ensure the organisation makes appropriate
checks and puts the responsibility on to those who should have direct knowledge of the individual.



Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

We believe it is important that independent officiants should be "Fit and Proper".

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Being an officiant should not be a trade or business. There should be a published scale of maximum fees for officiants set by an official body to ensure
fees are uniform, affordable and readily ascertainable.

Consultation Question 33:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

We agree there should be no conflict but believe their should be a published scale of maximum fees for what is a public duty. If a scale can be published
for MOT tests and for claims in the Small Claims Court it should be possible to publish a scale for officiating at a wedding. Most couples will only marry
once during their lifetime and without a scale they will have no easy way to judge whether the fee they are being asked to pay is appropriate.

Consultation Question 34:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

An officiant nominated by a non-religious belief organisation should not be able to be an officiant for a religious belief organisation.
A person appointed by a church and in particular an Independent Church would have been appointed for his/her alignment with the beliefs of the church
and he/she should be expected to remain loyal to those beliefs and if they reject the beliefs should cease to be the nominee of the church.

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The phrase "dignity and solemnity of marriage" is very vague when it comes to the practicalities of the ceremony. What is needed to satisfy this
requirement?
Clear guidance needs to be given as to what constitutes these qualities in practical terms. Marriage should be one of the most serious committments a
couple make. It has long term consequences for themselves and for their children; so the ceremony should reflect the gravity of that committment by the
choice of venue, wording, music, songs, dance and other activities and by the interaction with those present.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Subject to the need to ensure dignity and solemnity, there should be flexibility within the guidance for creating a unique experience in accordance with
the couple's wishes and beliefs about marriage.

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

We very much agree that the organisation nominating the officiant should be responsible for monitoring him or her and be able to withdraw nomination.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



The General Register Office should have a default power if the nominating body fails to monitor and/or act. If the General Register Office acts to withdraw
authorisation the nominating organisation should be notified of the decision and there should be a simple appeals process which can be invoked by the
nominating organisation.
The definition of a Fit and Proper Person must allow for an officiant to hold the view that marriage is between a man and a woman according to Christian
belief. Most Independent Churches would hold that view.

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There will need to be a way of ensuring that the General Register Officeand the bodies nominating officiants have common standards as to what is a Fit
and Proper Person.

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Although there does not need to be a time limit, there does need to be some standard of competence which ensures the officiant has sufficient good
health to be reliable and efficient.

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

We have no additional comments.

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

1 (a) Agree
1 (b) Agree
2 Agree, but there should be a minimum standard applied in each case as to what consitutes consent by both parties. For example, a dance routine is
surely not sufficient as it may be just that - a dance routine.
3. Agree, but consent in the ceremony itself is important and the signing should not be the expression of consent. A signature on a form will not turn a
lack of consent into consent.
4. The marriage is formed upon consent being given. The signing of the declaration will only be evidence of consent. The consent must be real and not
deemed.

Consultation Question 43:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

The wedding ceremony should be dignified and seriously reflect the commitment involved in marriage. It should not be an excuse for outlandish venues
or activities which trivialise or distract from that commitment. A marriage is a committment in which the state has an interest and therefore the celebrant
should be able to overrule the couple if their proposals for the ceremony are inappropriate to the seriousness of the wedding ceremony and marriage.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It is essential that Independent Churches (i.e. churches which are not Anglican, Jewish, Quaker or part of a main denomination) should have the right to
use their own requirements as a matter of their own practice in the conduct of weddings, subject of course to compliance with legal requirements for a
valid marriage.

Consultation Question 45:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

If religious content is to be included in the ceremony the officiant should be nominated by a religious body which reflects the religious content concerned.
If the officiant does not hold the beliefs reflected in the religious content to be included, he or she could not sincerley share in that content.

Please share your views below:

It would be impossible to lay down rules as to what religious content should be, because couples will have their own wishes in this matter. So long as the
religious content they propose is consistent with the need for the ceremony to have dignity and solemnity, it should be acceptable. It should be for the
officiant to agree to its inclusion.

Consultation Question 46:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

We agree, so long as it is made abundantly clear that a religious service may continue to be held after a civil ceremony.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The open door requirement should remain. not because it provides an opportunity for objection on the grounds of their being an impediment, but rather
because a wedding is a public act within the community reflecting the fact that marriage is a very important part of the fabric of our society. The only
ground on which the open door policy should not apply is security, when it is anticipated on reasonable grounds that an act of violence or serious
disruption may or will occur, in which case the open doors rule may be suspended.
The open door requirement is also a protection against forced marriage.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

The venue must be safe and dignified, with the officiant being given the authority and freedom to refuse to conduct the ceremony. Care needs to be
taken as this could put a lot of responsibility on the officiant, who may not be familiar with the venue, the details of the ceremony and the expected
behaviour of the wedding party. The officiant may also not be aware of all the facts about the event (including the number of people attending), some of
which may make the event unsafe. It is a major responsibility on someone who is untrained.

Please share your views below:

For the first three options it may be difficult to announce the locations for people to attend and object. They should only be considered if there is a
requirement for any notice/announcement of the forthcoming wedding to contain sufficient information about the parties proposing to marry for people
to be able to identify them and object if there is any impediment. Holding weddings in these locations must pose more of a safety risk and make the
ceremony less accessible to many people.
It is difficult to understand how there can be certainty that first three options (particularly "in the air") will meet the dignified and solemn standards
required.
Permitting weddings in private homes would significantly increase the risk of forced marriages.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Public access is an important protection against forced marriages and should not be given up.

Consultation Question 50:

Other

Other

Other

Please expand on your answer:



Any possible change must not reduce the force of the qaudruple lock which must remain in place and the owner of a venue (particularly if it is a place of
worship) must be permitted to refuse to allow a civil or same sex ceremony taking place without fear of prosectution under the Equality Act.

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The venue must be safe and dignified and it is reasonable therefore to give the officiant the authority to approve a location.
Care needs to be taken as this could put a lot of responsibility on the officiant, who may not be familiar with the venue, the details of the ceremony and
the expected behaviour of the wedding party. The officiant may also not be aware of all the facts about the event (including the number of people
attending), some of which may make the event unsafe. It is a major responsibility on someone who is untrained.

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The venue must be safe and dignified and it is reasonable therefore to give the officiant the responsibilty for ensuring this is so but care needs to be
taken as this could put a lot of responsibility on the officiant, who may not be familiar with the venue, the details of the ceremony and the expected
behaviour of the wedding party. The officiant may also not be aware of all the facts about the event (including the number of people attending), some of
which may make the event unsafe. It is a major responsibility on someone who is untrained.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Any guidance will inevitably be non specific and so there should also be guidance about how to obtain further help if necessary.

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Any optional pre-approval process should not then prevent the owner of the location having absolute discretion in choosing who can use their property
without fear of prosecution under the Equality Act. A church, which may have the most attractive building in an area, should not find it has lost its
absolute discretion in choosing who can use the building because it had opted in to the pre-approval process.

Please share your views below:

The local registration service or the local authority should be responsible for this process with clear guidance from the GRO. Some local authorities, we
have approached in the past to register a place of worship or to register one for weddings, have not been aware that it is their repsonsibilty.
There should be guidance on a minimum requirement for safety, dignity, with a limit on numbers and clarity in the listing whether it is open to all or only
some types of ceremonies.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is sensible and proportionate.

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

We have no additional comments

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



It must be easily usable by officiants.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It should be the responsibility of the officiant to check whether the relevant religious authority had given consent to same sex marriage on its premises.
This should be made very clear in any training and failure to check should be treated as a serious error on the part of the officiant.
Although there are no questions for consultees on Chapter 9 (Equality Law and Religious Weddings) we have concern as to the opinion of the Commission
set out in Paragraphs 9.31 and 9.35 to the effect that, although there is a theoretical risk of a same sex marriage being celebrated in a place of worship
without the owner's consent, it does not justify attempting to maintain a requirement for owners of religious buildings to opt into same sex weddings. It is
said that prohibitions against the celebration of same sex weddings can be included in hiring agreements , but the contents of a particular hiring or
tenancy document are not usually a matter of public knowledge and so any prohibition may not come to the attention of the officiant and others involved
in the wedding. We therefore submit that there will be a gap here in the protection afforded to us by the current legal requirement for the owner of a
place of worship to opt in to same sex marriages taking place in its premises which will disappear under the proposals for deregistration of places of
worship for weddings.
We suggest that a simple mechanism could be arranged whereby any religious building could be registered by the owners with the General Register
Office as not permitted to be used for same sex weddings. It would then be the duty of the officiant to check with the General Register Office whether the
building had been so registered and if so, the officiant should not agree to the wedding of a same sex couple being celebrated there. This would be an
'opt-out' system rather than an 'opt-in' system and would have the effect of maintaining the current situation, but without the cumbersome system of
registration of a place of worship for weddings.
This is important for us because all of the church properties held by us are held as 'owners' , and each church occupying each building is autonomous and
independent of us, having its own governance system. This is the same for many Independent Churches, where the property is held under a separate
Trust, with trustees who are not always part of the local church. Also, occupying churches will not be required to ask us or the trustees of the property
Trust whether they can hold same sex ceremonies in the premises and the owners will have to rely on tenancy agreements prohibiting this taking place.
However, not all occupying churches will have tenancy agreements, as some will occupy the premises as beneficiaries of the property Trust.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

We have no additional comments

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It should be a non-qualifying ceremony if either party is aware to cover the situation where one party deceives the other.
It should also be a non-qualifying ceremony if either party is aware that no consent by the relevant religious authority has been given to cover the
situation where one party deceives the other.
It should be the officiant's duty to ascertain whether consent has been obtained.

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

We have no additional comments.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

At a time when cohabitation is increasingly accepted there needs to be clarity about the difference between marriage and cohabitation.

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

We have no additional comments.

Consultation Question 61:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The offence should include officiating at the wedding of a same sex couple when the officiant knows or should have known that no consent had been
given by a relevant religious authority for the use of its premises for the ceremony.

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

We have no comments

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There must be a fast track process to ensure there is no delay.

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Simplification is sensible

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

We have no additional comments

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

We have no additional comments

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Any remote wedding ceremony must be in a form which ensures the officiant and the witnesses have the ability to see and hear the ceremony and to
satisfy themselves that the contracting parties are doing so of their own free will and with full understanding.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

We have no additional comments

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

We have no additional comments

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Any such weddings must comply with the obligation for dignity and solemnity.

Consultation Question 69:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Any such weddings must comply with the obligation for dignity and solemnity. The ceremony should be public and should comply in all respects with
English wedding law.

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Any such weddings must comply with the obligation for dignity and solemnity. The ceremony should be public and should comply in all respects with
English wedding law. It is difficult to see how a wedding on (say) an oil tanker could be public and therefore we do not believe that with the exception of
Royal Naval vessels weddings should take place on board vessels other than cruise ships.

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The officiant should be named because the marriage is a public event and the officiant should be known in advance and should be given sufficient time to
ensure all necessary procedures have been followed.

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The officiant must have sufficient time to satsify himself/herself that the couple are freely giving their consent and fully understand the obligations of
marriage

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

We have no additional comments

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

We have no additional comments

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

We are not aware of any demand for religious or non-religious weddings in international waters. If there are to be religious weddings there will need to
be consultation about how they are to be conducted.

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

We have no additional comments

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



We believe there should be a published scale of maximum fees for all officiants which would include the registrar as appropriate.

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

We believe there should be a published scale of maximum fees for all officiants which would include the registrar as appropriate.

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

We believe there should be a published scale of maximum fees for all officiants which would include the registrar as appropriate.

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

We believe there should be a published scale of maximum fees for all officiants which would include the registrar as appropriate.

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

We believe there should be a published scale of maximum fees for all officiants which would include the registrar as appropriate.

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

We believe there should be a published scale of maximum fees for all officiants which would include the registrar as appropriate.

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

We believe there should be a published scale of maximum fees for all officiants which would include the registrar as appropriate.

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

We believe there should be a published scale of maximum fees for all officiants which would include the registrar as appropriate.

Consultation Question 83:

(2) there should be no fee.

Please expand on your answer:

We have no additional comments

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

We believe there should be a published scale of maximum fees for all officiants which would include the registrar as appropriate.



Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

We believe that marriage is important for the stability of society and that stable families are the best for children. We do not believe the current law
discourages marriage but the pervceived cost of a wedding is a disincentive. Any proposal which encourages marriage by helping couples to move away
from the perception that a wedding has to be a costly event is to be welcomed. It follows that the best outcome from this consultation would be to direct
couples to simpler weddings and this then suggests the proposals for weddings "in the air" and the like should be avoided. A wedding should be a joyous
but solemn and dignified event and not an opportunity for a very expensive party which by its very nature can trivialise the significance of marriage.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

While it is not unreasonable for a couple ot wish for a memorable wedding it is possible to have a wedding at modest cost and currently the two lowest
cost options are in a register office and in a place of worship. It has to be accepted that those providing approved premises are doing so in order to profit
for the occasion and the costs reflect this.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

We are uncertain whether the proposals will materially alter the costs of a wedding and the cost will only become more affordable if the parties reduce
their expectations.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

We have no comments

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

We have no comments.

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

We have no comments

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

We have no comments

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

We have no comments

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

We have no comments

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

We have no comments

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



We have no comments

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

We believe the provisional proposals will have no material impact on the costs to religious organisations.

The impact on officiants who are currently authorised persons is unclear.
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

The marriage ban prevented my friends from getting married and this was unreasonable as social distancing , face masks and sanitizer are proven to
prevent spread. The rights of those chaste couples were especially infringed upon. It was a breach of their human rights.



Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not sure of the implications

Consultation Question 5:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not sure of the implications

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not sure of the implications

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

My concern would always be with coercion or disingenuity and this is worse when online or remotely.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

yes

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Unless marriages are banned again

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Not sure of the implications

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Not sure of the implications but the Anglican community should be making up their own guidelines not being told what to do.

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

This should be decided by Anglican communuity

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

no this should be universally accessible and transparent to prevent bigomy or exploitation of women

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

yes this is a good measure to check genuinity and safeguarding

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

yes for safeguarding

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Currently the Anglican marriage is the only one which preserves the true biblical definition of marriage, 'tripple locked' that is: one man, one woman for
life, for procreation of children and sexual intercourse between a man and woman it's sacred and holy. If you channel all weddings through civil
ceremonies then it's as good as discriminating against people of faith by erasing a core and fundamental aspect of their faith. This would be a breach of
their dignity and human rights.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Why change what works. This process underlines the solemnity of the decision.

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not sure of the implications

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Not sure of the implications

Consultation Question 22:

Other

Please expand on your answer:



I don't think there's anything wrong with the way it works currently so why change it.

Consultation Question 23:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Open to abuse

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Currently the system is that the legal aspect of marriages can be done at a registry office and the 'religious/non religious' side can be done else where.
This is a good system and prevents abuse.

Please share your views below:

Extra beaurocracy and cost plus all very subjective which will lead to unfair pronouncements - there's nothing wrong with the current system with plenty
of scope for artistic and religous licence

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I'm from a non anglican church. We have been doing marriage legals at registry offices for years and having our own religious ceremony before God with
in our own community. It's nothing to do with numbers. But it's important to preserve the Anglican tradition of a 'triple locked man/woman only
viewpoint' marriages - many of us choose to go there even though we aren't anglicans. We support them in their stand - it's previous to us.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

No because this is so subjective - and will cause no end of unfairness. If someone is breaking the law, then that's already covered in law. We have
different moral viewpoints and we must accept that for the sake of freedom of speech.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

I think this will make more beaurocracy and no benefit

Consultation Question 28:

No

Please expand on your answer:

More public funded beaurocracy

Consultation Question 29:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not sure what the point is of this

Consultation Question 30:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

People, organisations and leaders should always be responsible and accountable for their decisions and behaviour, as they are currently. However 'fit
and proper' as an expression is subjective at best and meaningless in law.

Consultation Question 31:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Question is too vague to specify yes or no

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I'm not confident that an independent officiant is necessary or helpful.

Consultation Question 34:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I'm not confident that an independent officiant is necessary or helpful.

Consultation Question 35:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It depends what you mean by dignity and solemnity. What if an officiant did understand the traditional dignity and solemnity of marriage, but this was not
communicated and exchanged by participants in the ceremony. It's not good enough for officiants to understand, It is key for prospective marriage
partners to be imbibed with an understanding of the traditional understanding of traditional marriage and all the qualities, values, benefits, rights and
responsibilities it confers. This is what gives marriage its effectiveness, greatness, safeguarding, purpose and profundity.
I can't stress enough how important these values are for sexual relationships to be a success - it would be negligent and a dereliction of duty to blank
them out.

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

I'm not confident that an independent officiant is necessary or helpful.

Consultation Question 37:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I'm not confident that an independent officiant is necessary or helpful.

Consultation Question 38:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I'm not confident that an independent officiant is necessary or helpful.

Consultation Question 39:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I'm not confident that an independent officiant is necessary or helpful. More beauocracy and cost for no benefit.



Consultation Question 40:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I'm not confident that an independent officiant is necessary or helpful.

Consultation Question 41:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I'm not confident that an independent officiant is necessary or helpful.

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consent, consent to what? This nebulous expression is no guarantee of fidelity, commitment, lifetime of cherishing of wife by husband, sacrificial acts of
service by husband, mutual resect and duty of care of sexual intercourse by wife, mutual responsibility for each others welfare, commitment to keeping
this lifetime promise. Fruit of sexual intercourse, being children and sanctity/respect for the act of sex and the miracle of childbearing/rearing,
Consent offers is no legal safeguards its a casual arrangement which has been gaining popularity for decades at our peril, in fact it is in principle
exploitative because it by passes all the current safeguards that traditional marriage upholds. 'Consent' is no compensation when your partner cheats or
exploits you - afterall all he/she offered was 'consent'. We should not be presenting 'consent' on the same level as marriage - we can already see the
effect of 'consent' on RSE teaching in schools with increase in STIs, suicide, depression, low self esteem, suicide, exploitation of women and girls, family
breakdown, poverty, pornography specifically targeting under 16'. Sadly I have heard with my own ears school sexual health guest speakers claiming
'open' sexual relationship teaching helps delay sex. Even if it was true (which the evidence denies), we can present a better gold standard of sexual
relationships than one based merely on 'consent').
What if an officiant did understand the dignity and solemnity of marriage, but this was not communicated and exchanged in the ceremony, what of it? Its
is key for prospective marriage partners to be imbibed with an understanding of marriage and all the qualities, values, benefits, rights and responsibilities
it confers. This is what gives marriage its effectiveness, greatness, safeguarding, purpose and profundity.
I can't stress enough how important these are for sexual relationships to be a success - it would be negligent and a dereliction of duty to blank them out.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a serious commitment (sacred in the eyes of people of faith) which confers key responsibilities and rights on participants in order for them to
have the safest (mental and physical) setting for sexual relationships. Broken hearts is a blight in our society and caused by the idea that 'consent' is a
reliable standard for sex. Marriage should not be watered down to be all things to all people as there plenty of other arrangements that cater to this
demand. Currently having a registry office civil ceremony then your own religious, secular or fantasy ceremony after that is already available.

The existing ceremony with the prescribed words is unique to 'marriage' and witnessed in public. It is a national institution enshrined and recognised in
law as it and confers huge rights and benefits to children, the vulnerable, individuals, families, society and the world. If you try and strip it of it's meaning
and value, our society will be poorer for it.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes unless they themselves want to impose new marriage values on others (like what is being proposed in this consultation)

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It's great and a blessing for all to understand how wonderful marriage is when practiced as God intended, whether you are a God believer, it's still confers
all the benefits on you.



Please share your views below:

EG: ‘I, (name), take you, (name)
to be my wife/husband,
to have and to hold
from this day forward;
for better, for worse,
for richer, for poorer,
in sickness and in health,
to love and to cherish,
till death us do part,
according to God’s holy law.
In the presence of God I make this vow.’

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Why take away the option of something that's of benefit unless no one wants to use it.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A marriage is witnessed in public for good reason. It represents an important aspect of truth, transparency and accountability - safeguarding in plain
sight. It's not done behind closed doors and in secret. The witnessing of marriage vows is key to it's success and understanding that the community has a
responsibility to support the couple and care about their marriage and that the vows are made with no coercion or false pretences.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Again this presents a false idea of marriage that it is all things to all people. The existing arrangement of civil ceremony legals at the registry office
proceeded by religious, non religious or fantasy ceremony wherever they want subsequently.

Please share your views below:

The existing arrangement of civil ceremony legals at the registry office proceeded by religious, non religious or fantasy ceremony wherever they want
subsequently, is in place already.
Plus opening up all types of venues as possible wedding venues introduces the very subjective criteria of what constitutes dignity and solemnity if not the
traditional understanding of marriage being a sacrament. Therefore it constitutes a watering down of the seriousness of the commitment and it
becoming a safeguarding issue.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Safeguarding issues as explained above. Plus losing from societal consciousness, the wisdom and symbolism behind the 'open doors' aspects. The
recognition of the importance of marriage to society at large and preventing coercion and false pretences.

Consultation Question 50:

Other

Other

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This is not a government matter. It's up to the various groups to decide between themselves and for themselves how to delegate their assets and values. 



I don't agree with the idea of 'official officiants' and this is one of the problems that arises with this concept.

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It's up to the owner or steward of the building - yet another conflict of interests and reliance on subjectivity with this idea of 'Officiant'.

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This is very subjective (secularly) and will be very unfair. No definition of these values has yet been provided.

No

Please expand on your answer:

Again very subjective.

Consultation Question 53:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Don't think officiant good idea and even more beaurocracy.

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

In person rather than remote

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Inadequate protections. Non consummation of the marriage as currently
Vows not witnessed
Not transparent or open

No

Please expand on your answer:



Inadequate protections. Witness is key. I know a couple who 'married' unofficially by themselves, had sex, then he said it was a mistake and they were't
married afterall.

Consultation Question 58:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Inadequate protections. Non consummation, vows not witnessed, not transparent or open

Consultation Question 59:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Inadequate protections. Non consummation, vows not witnessed, not transparent or open

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Because they have chosen not to marry and that should be respected.

This also protects the integrity marriage (and those who believe in it). It prevents marriage becoming all things to all people and being watered down.
Cohabitation and marriage are completely different - the distinction needs to be preserved for the sake of safeguarding future policy needs and
recommendations. Marriage and cohabitation are two different scenarios, there's already lots of evidence to show marriage is safer/stabler than
cohabitation. If you try and pretend they are the same, society will be poorer.
EG: Marriage: upfront lifetime commitment, witnessed in public, sexual intercourse/consummation key, vows (plus considered a sacrament as God
intended). Children do better with mum and dad married.

Cohabitation: no upfront lifetime commitment, sex optional choice, no vows, higher change of breakdown, higher chance children will have poorer
educational and health outcomes.

https://lovewiseonline.org/whats-the-point-of-marriage/#references

https://marriagefoundation.org.uk/cost-family-breakdown/

https://www.centreforsocialjustice.org.uk/core/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/CSJJ6900-Family-Report-190405-WEB.pdf PDF page 7 (numbered p5)

https://marriagefoundation.org.uk/research/mummys-boys-daddys-girls-and-teenage-mental-health/

Consultation Question 60:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Couples need to be supported with counselling before then marry, during and when they go through difficulties (as all couples do). Hardship and poverty
comes from family breakdown - we need less not more.

Consultation Question 61:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This is another problem that arises with this idea of 'Officiant'. It's open to corruption and interpretation. As you have probably gathered, I don't support
this new role.

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

The law that requires a person with an overseas fiancee to earn a certain amount of money is wrong.
Terminal illness/housebound: where possible, the registrar could travel to the place
Prison: can't consummate the marriage till they come out so must wait anyway.



Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Its important to keep the integrity of marriage as God intended in order to study societal impact over time of the various options and inform policy

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

No

Please expand on your answer:

They need to be as long as their sentence or projected lifespan

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

1. ok
2. no
3. no and no to banning marriages
4. not if this waters down safeguards and protections

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriages should not be banned but socially distanced

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Don't ban marriages

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

To make registrar (rather than officiant) available

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

no - unless registrar is present. But currently there's already provision for religious, non religious or fantasy marriage ceremonies to happen so long as
legal ceremony completed in advance.

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:



No not unless registrar is present. But currently there's already provision for religious, non religious or fantasy marriage ceremonies to happen so long as
legal ceremony completed in advance.

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

(see above). Plus will make it open to abuse

Consultation Question 72:

No

Please expand on your answer:

yes to registrars, no to officiants

No

Please expand on your answer:

Don't agree with officiants instead of registrars option

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Don't agree with officiants option

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

There already provision for this: legals done in advance in registry office, then religious ceremony done on ship

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Safe and dignified - no definition

Consultation Question 79:



Other

Please expand on your answer:

Marriages as God intended should be subsidised as it saves society money, safer and keeps children safe and happy.

Consultation Question 80:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Marriages as God intended should be subsidised as it saves society money, safer and keeps children safe and happy.

Consultation Question 81:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Marriages as God intended should be subsidised as it saves society money, safer and keeps children safe and happy.

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Marriages as God intended should be subsidised as it saves society money, safer and keeps children safe and happy.

Consultation Question 83:

(2) there should be no fee.

Please expand on your answer:

Marriages as God intended should be subsidised as it saves society money, safer and keeps children safe and happy.

Consultation Question 84:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Marriages as God intended should be subsidised as it saves society money, safer and keeps children safe and happy.

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Some of the policies currently in practice which deter people from marrying: 
- lack of information regarding the benefits of marriage (see below egs). 
 
- making matters worse is schools refusing to present marriage as the gold standard (despite government guidelines) and schools are even giving out 
faulty information discriminating against marriage (eg: benefit of chastity not covered factually and impartially, faithful sexual partner for life and the fact 
that STI s can't be caught by from one life long heterosexual partner for life), schools are still shying away from their obligations preferring to take the 
view that 'all relationships enjoy equally good and healthy outcomes and different families are the same'. But they are not and children are being misled. 
Plus an ignorance that same sex and opposite sex couples/families are the same: 
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-8974233/Legalising-gay-marriage-caused-surge-divorce-rates-lesbians.html 
If you would like further info, I'm a parent I have been challenging my son's schools over these issues for a few years. Contact me: 

 
 
- in terms of capital gains tax, this discriminates against marriage. When myself and my husband married late in life, we had a house each, albeit with 
mortgages. Initially, we rented one house out but it came to our attention that, because we were married, only one of us (one of our houses) could be 
exempt from capitol gains, had we remained technically single we each could have been exempt. 
- local authorities spend millions on family breakdown, yet none of that money goes into strengthening mums and dads in marriage (particularly of 
benefit would be supporting biological young mums and dads together in marriage). This should done in conjunction with supporting men, fathers and 
boys in their fatherhood role. We need to advocate for good father role models, grandfathers, brothers. To bring back the heroism of masculinity - self 
sacrifice, providing and caring for families and husbands cherishing wives. 



- In terms of state benefit and housing, this is adversely affected when people marry - yet the act of marrying will contribute much more to the nation
than the state benefits it's paying (this can not be said of cohabitation). On the one hand, married couples are more stable so don't need as much help -
but on the other, removing it becomes a deterrent. 
 
Considering the institution of marriage is so good (see as follows) there should be financial tax incentives and LA grants for organisations strengthening
marriages (eg: courses/help lines/counselling): These are some of the benefits of marriage with footnotes below: 
 
Save the nation £51Bn (for comparison we spent £87Bn on education and £37Bn on defence in 2017)(*see a below) 
Significantly reduce the number of people in trouble with police or in prison(*see b below) 
Improve the nation’s wellbeing and health (*see c below) 
Reduce (or eradicate) STIs which have been on the increase for decades (*see d below) 
Cut rates of exploitation of women and girls, prostitution and pornography 
Reduce educational underachievement significantly (*see e below) 
Cut rates of poverty by significant percentage (*see f below) 
Reduce homelessness (*see g below) and pressure on housing 
Improve children and young people’s mental health (*see h below) 
 
a. https://marriagefoundation.org.uk/cost-family-breakdown/ 
b. https://www.centreforsocialjustice.org.uk/core/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/CSJJ6900-Family-Report-190405-WEB.pdf PDF page 
7 (numbered p5) 
c. https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/j.1741-3737.2006.00280.x 
d. https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-48509969 and
http://resources.hwb.wales.gov.uk/VTC/2012-13/22032013/hsc/eng/unit_3/unit_3-revision/hsc_u2_rev-key-acts.htm 
e. https://www.centreforsocialjustice.org.uk/core/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/CSJJ6900-Family-Report-190405-WEB.pdf PDF page 7 (numbered p5) 
f. (page nos. 26, 27, 63)
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/285389/Cm_8781_Child_Poverty_Evidence_Review_Print.pdf
and https://marriagefoundation.org.uk/research/the-long-term-effects-of-marriage-on-social-mobility/ 
g. https://www.centreforsocialjustice.org.uk/core/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/CSJJ6900-Family-Report-190405-WEB.pdf PDF page 
7 (numbered p5) 
h. https://marriagefoundation.org.uk/research/mummys-boys-daddys-girls-and-teenage-mental-health/

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

From my experience the cost of getting married (using registry office) and then a couples option of religious/non religious or fantasy can be done with
modest funds but it's all down to expectation and aspiration. If you want a fairy tale wedding, you will cohabitate in the meantime, then the chances are it
will never happen. Personal choice is key but I'm a great believer in informed choice.
Faith groups put more emphasis on marriage vows and inward edification rather than the outward signalling. In my experience, churches don't exploit
couples with inflated costs but I do believe that marriages should be subsidised more universally to encourage more couples to take advantage of this
tried and tested ancient covenant. We have a stamp duty on buying properties, yet marriage is so much more important.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

More needs to be done to make real marriage accessible and sustainable - not a watered down version. I have given lots of links already

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Availability of registrars is important. It's ridiculous if a lack of registrars prevents marriages happening. Plus a breach of human rights (especially for
those couples who are chaste - as would benefit all in fact)

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Venues can already be booked for the non legal celebration. Making registrars more accessible without watering marriage down may help.

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

LA need to do more to support and advocate for biological mums and dads to stay together. Millions spend on family breakdown is just a plaster and
doesn't tackle the root causes

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Not sure what these may be

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage recognised in law

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

None

Consultation Question 3:



Please share your views below:

Attended son's wedding during pandemic. Very enjoyable. Only 12 guests

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Gives opportunity for reflection and prevents coercion

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Seems helpful

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

A reasonable period for reflection and preparation

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Remote interviews would make it difficult to detect coercion.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Seems reasonable for this to continue.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Easier to access for most people

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Reasonable time period

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Seems sensible

Consultation Question 12:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Perhaps the original schedule could name a deputy officiant



Please share your views below:

Yes, with the agreement of the couple

Consultation Question 13:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Agreed if there is an administrative or religious reason for this

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Hopefully unnecessary!

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Should be published where each party resides

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

This is a good idea

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Good idea. Appearing separately should combat coercion.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

This works now. Anglican clergy are trusted and experienced.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Vital

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

They need to be present at non-Anglican church weddings, where the minister may not have all the necessary training and experience.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Two would be better



Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is sensible. Weddings form a large part of their duties and they should be trained and experienced. To do otherwise would also put a strain on the
registration service personnel.

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Important that they are trusted to properly undertake their duties

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It is important that these organisations are properly recognised and their belief systems are compatible with the institution of marriage

Please share your views below:

No. Suitable organisations would be difficult to define. It would be dangerous to allow them to conduct weddings if their main purpose is not the
maintenance of a belief system.

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes if they wish and have suitably trained people.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

On the face of it this seems a good idea. But who will determine their suitability? Also policy is subject to change. The organisations' beliefs on matters
such as same-sex marriage, polygamy and transgenderism should not be put at risk if they do not affect their ability to conduct weddings lawfully and
with dignity.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Not a good idea, as offices and titles vary considerably within different organisations so will be difficult to determine their suitability.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Identification of nominated officiants is the best way to ensure appropriate standards are maintained

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Very dangerous! Could open the door to all sorts of strange people not in allegiance to a recognised organisation.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Yes. They are the bodies who will know each nominee.

Consultation Question 31:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

See answer 29. Should independent officiants be authorised, then these proposals are reasonable.

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Agreed. However, this should not prevent organisations from nominating officers whose main task might be the conduct of weddings. Reasonable costs
should be covered but they should not be making profits. The main reason for utilising officiants from these organisations is that the couple subscribe to
their beliefs.

Consultation Question 33:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Do not agree with officiants who are independent of a faith organisation.

Consultation Question 34:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Do not agree with officiants who are independent of a faith organisation.

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Absolutely

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It is important for them to receive training and for all weddings to have common core components such as the making of vows.

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, but registrars should also monitor performance and complaints

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

See previous question

Consultation Question 39:

Other

Please expand on your answer:



Do not agree with officiants who are independent of a faith organisation.

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No reason to impose time limits if there is a robust monitoring process.

Consultation Question 41:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Do not agree with officiants who are independent of a faith organisation.

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Items 3&4. The ceremony itself should always include an expression of consent.

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

In practice weddings will follow the same basic elements peculiar to each organisation.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Why just specify these 3 types? Same should apply to all organisations.

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is a sensible adjustment.

Please share your views below:

Content should be proportionate.
At a recent civil wedding I was prohibited from reading from the bible the chapter on love (1 Corinthians 13) although other similar forms of verse and
prose were acceptable.

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I guess the present provision is attractive to couples whose religious organisation does not have a qualified local officiant

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:



It is important that all necessary procedures can be seen to be observed. If not this could lead to corner-cutting or abuse by faith organisations, and
especially if independent officiants are permitted.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A ridiculous idea. Certain locations might destroy the solemnity and dignity of the occasion.

outdoors,, on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

None of these should be permitted.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Need to limit the types of appropriate places

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

No

Please expand on your answer:

These should be matters to be decided by the organisation in question

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, but only within strict guidelines as to what is appropriate.

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Hopefully this will exclude many bizarre locations. Certain types of venue should not be allowed anyway.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It would be easier just to use prescribed locations, as now.

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This will be helpful to the officiant if he/she is responsible for making these decisions.

Please share your views below:

The Registrar General's Office should carry out an inspection at the request of the venue's management.



Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Assists future identification.

Consultation Question 55:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Welsh should only be used if it is the first language of at least one of the couple.

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

That's the way things are done these days.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Perhaps there should be a means by which the marriage can be validated retrospectively if any one of these factors occurred accidentally.

No

Please expand on your answer:

Certain accidental mistakes can be overlooked, but it is important for witnesses to be present.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

These are all important factors which must be upheld.

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There may be good practical reasons why they are unable to cohabit. Also, it may not be possible to check whether cohabitation actually occurs.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Proper wedding processes should be required.

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Should be difficult to assert lack of consent if other safeguards are followed.



Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This reflects the gravity of the officiant's position.

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

No. These are special cases where exceptions to the norm may be required.

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Reasonable safeguard.

Consultation Question 64:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Sorry, don't know what this licence is.

Consultation Question 65:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Why not the same as for other marriages?

Consultation Question 66:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Why not the same as for other marriages?

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

These should be emergency provisions only. Further definition is required of what constitutes a qualifying emergency.

No

Please expand on your answer:

Some weddings may not be unduly affected by the emergency.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Only in defined exceptional circumstances, for example armed forces personnel going into battle.

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:



These are not suitable locations.

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

These are not suitable locations.

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Definitely not. There is no control nor juristriction.

Consultation Question 71:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Do not agree that such weddings should happen.

Consultation Question 72:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Do not agree that such weddings should happen.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Only if these types of wedding is allowed.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Such weddings should not be allowed anyway.

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

There seems no good reason to allow weddings at sea anyway. If they are to be permitted then beliefs should be taken into account in determining the
type of ceremony.

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But only if these types of wedding are to be permitted.

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Seems reasonable.

Consultation Question 76:

(1) the same fee as other cases in which the registration officer must travel to the person giving notice, set nationally on a cost-recovery basis; or



Please expand on your answer:

No reason to be different. Marriages of terminally ill people are often entered into for practical inheritance reasons, and there is no reason for a discount.

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is the standard procedure.

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Seems reasonable.

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Seems reasonable.

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Should be a standard fee irrespective of distance, but sufficient to cover aggregate costs.

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Seems reasonable. Not sure what these services are.

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Seems reasonable.

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Neither. It should be the same fee as normal. See answer 76.

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Seems reasonable.

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:



Should not make much difference. The undertaking of the legalities are minimal whether or not the proposals are approved.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Typically these costs are small compared to what is spent on the wedding celebrations, and would not normally affect their decisions.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I do not think any of these proposals will have a material affect on costs and savings.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

I do not see any major reason to change these rules significantly.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Proposals could see alternative venues benefit, but overall there would be little change if the number of weddings remains fairly constant.

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Seems like more unnecessary red tape to digest.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Depends on which of the proposals are implemented. An increase in the number of officiants might relieve registration staff, but there would be an
increased need for training and monitoring.

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

The current law appears necessary for adequate safeguards.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Can't see how it would make much difference.

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Marrying on ships seems an unnecessary complication.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No good reason to change things.

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

There will be clearly be costs involved in the implementation of these proposals. On an ongoing basis, costs incurred should be passed on.
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Not attended any.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Think that abolishing this requirement will lead to more Scam marriages

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

To give time for any necessary checks to be carried out, and to help ensure that it is not a hastily arranged convenience marriage.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Yes can be done by video online and some sort of verification of person available such as passport.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

yes provided proof of entitlement can be given

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Not usually but only in defined exception circumstances.

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No reason for this provided rules for such banns are clearly followed.

Consultation Question 14:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Why not leave in as can do no harm.

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

There is no reason other than safety of individuals concerned why these banns cannot be published elsewhere as other marriages.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes to safeguard the sanctity of marriage.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes. Again to ensure no laws are broken, but can be done in different parishes by each if that is where they live.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There could be occasions where the authorised person in a church is unavailable for some reason, and a registration officer from outside should be able
to substitute.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

No. Only properly authorised and trained persons, not organisation by office, who are untrained to ensure the law and proper procedures are followed.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Provide they are 'fit and proper' persons and properly trained.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This needs expanding to cover:-

1. the whole service, which should uphold the dignity and solemnity of the marriage service
2. the proposal also needs to define what dignity and solemnity means. It should not be 'just anything goes' but held in a stationary place where officiant,
authorised person (if not same person)and guests can all hear what is being said.

Consultation Question 36:



Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes and No.

Yes for all Civil weddings as they need consistency,.

No for religious services as each Church has slightly different forms of service based on their theology, but need to have the legal aspects of marriage
incorporated within them.

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Two points:-

1. Just signing is inadequate as public declarations are seen as basics to the legal marriage ceremony and also risk undermining the solemnity of the
service if not included. The required words are very few in the marriage so it is very little to require the couple to publicly consent to all those present

2. Marriage is a union of two people which has been legally defined, so society and the law have an interest in the clear making of a public declaration.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A marriage service is a serious and solemn occasion and marriage is a serious undertaking by the couple involved, and should not be just anything goes.
Both society and the state have an interest in seeing that marriage is entered into in such a way. anything goes risks that marriage is not being taken
seriously.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 45:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

If a couple want to have some religious content in a civil wedding service that should be permitted. It does not matter whether the ceremony is regarded
as civil rather than religious by those attending, as the legal elements will have been include making a lawful marriage.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a public expression and so should be open for public access. It also helps to prevent forced marriages as hopefully someone would speak up
at the appropriate time if not done before the service. This is then consistent with banns being published

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

They should be in safe places where a dignified service can be held as marriage is a serious undertaking.

Please share your views below:

Again as said repeatedly, the marriage ceremony is a serious and solemn undertaking and so should not be allowed in any place which are not safe or
dignified (see question 52 answer). Venues should not simply be allowed because marrying couples want them, but because they are appropriate places
to hold such a significant ceremony.

Consultation Question 49:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Agree provided that the public can freely attend such a ceremony.

Consultation Question 50:

No

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The venues should be on a list of approved places. Places, Officiants or others can make application for new plkces to be added to approved list

Consultation Question 52:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

There is no definition of how venues would be tested for “dignity” and “safety”. It is good
that there should be guidance from the General, but stringent safeguards should be proposed.

No

Please expand on your answer:

Locations have to have been authorised and not left just to Officiant as you will get different standards if that is the case.

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 61:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Difficult to define a National emergency as this could be used inappropriately. Secondary legislation always carries a risk. Marriage is too important for
that.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Ships of the Royal Navy provided officiated by a services Chaplain.

Consultation Question 71:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There should not be a penalty for someone who is housebound or ill and unable to travel.

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(2) there should be no fee.

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YFF4-X

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-02 10:46:38

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

We were married in an Anglican church in 1974

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Not applicable

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:



Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This requirement is now archaic, however it is important that the actual names and address or addresses of the couple should be part of the legal
documents.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

We need to avoid fraudulent or fake marriages

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

I believe that interviews with the couple, separately and together, should be conducted in person as a matter of course, with a very few exceptions for
exceptional circumstances

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Online is a good solution for most people, but there are still some of the population who do not have the access or the skills to be able to receive the
information about such an important matter in this way. Having an official public noticeboard at the Registry Office or place of worship would be useful in
addition to the online requirement.

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:



It would seem to me that this could cause serious problems for those couples wanting to celebrate their marriage in an Anglican church in England or
Wales

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes. Both of these requirements are good safeguards against unlawful marriage, and the second could be helpful in establishing a pastoral relationship
with the couple, if they desire that, both separately and together.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes, this is very important.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

I believe the Anglican preliminaries bring a distinctly Christian element which should still be available and legal for those couples who choose an Anglican
wedding.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

1. I would want to add 'and that both parties declare publicly that they are free to marry.'

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

At present many non-Anglican churches and other religious groups have civil registrars overseeing the ceremony. If this provision is removed, then many
places of worship (Christian and of other faiths) will be unable to conduct weddings. For many members of a faith community, having their wedding in
their place of worship is the place which is most meaningful for them.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Yes, probably. 'Loony' groups or other small unrecognised non-religious groups that can rustle up 20 'adherents' should not be included. Obviously
groups with illegal aims such as terrorist groups should be excluded. Political parties for example should be excluded.

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

2. If this is to be a real marriage ceremony, a sincerely held belief about marriage is not enough. They need to agree that the essence of marriage is
retained: in other words, that marriage is by definition a public promise to stay with your spouse for the rest of your life. Other options are available for
those who do not choose marriage, but there should be a clear distinction between marriage and every other option.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

The proposal to exclude certain religious or non-religious organisations could lead to groups being excluded from having officiants at weddings because
they have views which are deemed unpopular or even unlawful by a majority in the government or the media (for example, if they hold to a traditional
view that marriage is only between a man and a woman). This view may be a minority view, but it is not unlawful. One side of the debate should not have
the right to silence the other side, even by passing a law to do so by labelling them unlawful.
The criteria here is too vague and open to interpretation. It needs to be much more objective: for example, a terrorist group with illegal aims should not
be able to nominate officiants at weddings.
Orthodox Christians and others who hold to a traditional view of marriage must not be prevented from conducting their own ceremonies.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Probably yes

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Independent officiants are at present able to conduct non-legally binding weddings, with some very bizarre ceremonies having taken place. This may be
great for getting your name in the media, but actually would undermine the seriousness of marriage if it was allowed for legal ceremonies in future. And
it introduces a commercialisation element, which again is highly undesirable. I believe one of the Law Commission's aims was in fact to lower the cost of
wedding venues, which this proposal is very unlikely to achieve.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I am not in favour of independent officiants being authorised



Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I am not in favour of independent officiants being authorised, but in the case that they are, the following applies;
There should be an agreed limit on fees that applies to religious, non-religious and independent officiants. Otherwise the door is open for independent
officiants to be making a business out of selling weddings, with an incentive to organise the most outlandish ceremonies.

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This proposal needs to define more exactly what is meant by the dignity and solemnity of marriage. Marriage is still a commitment for life, which must
not be entered into 'unadvisedly, lightly, or wantonly...but reverently, discreetly, advisedly, soberly and in the fear of God' as the Book of Common Prayer
has it. The content and the tone of the ceremony, whether religious or not, must reflect the solemn commitment being made, at an event which remains
for many people, one of the defining ceremonies (if not the only defining ceremony) of their life.

Consultation Question 36:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, provided it is guidance. Religious groups such as the Church of England should not be dictated to by the state in this matter.

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This would be fine in the majority of cases. However, a rogue organisation, whether religious or not, which nominates its own officiant, will not be
motivated to police its own people. There would need to be a provision for appealing to the General Registrar. in cases of abuse of the system.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The process of appeal to the General Registrar would need to be made clear to all interested parties.

Consultation Question 39:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I am against the authorising of independent officiants

Consultation Question 40:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Maybe there should be an upper age limit.



Consultation Question 41:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, but I am still against this authorisation

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

1a A wedding takes place when two parties speak publicly to make promises to each other, to live together and remain faithful for the rest of their lives.
This vital aspect is compromised if they do not even have to say anything.
1b I cannot see any reason for removing this requirement which has been spoken publicly in weddings for centuries. I realise your proposal keeps this
element in the preliminaries, which is fine, but I strongly believe it should also be in the form of words required for a legal marriage.
2. Would 'expressing consent according to your beliefs' include promising to remain married for a certain length of time only, or promising to practise an
'open marriage' where other partners are welcomed, for example? In trying to accommodate all kinds of belief systems under the umbrella of 'marriage',
the essence of marriage could be seriously undermined.
3. The marriage document is very important, but it needs to be a record of the promises already made orally, and not a substitution for them.
4. The marriage takes place when the promises are made. Under these proposals it sounds as though it would be possible to get married without actually
being present at the ceremony, but simply by signing the marriage document. This is absurd, and again seriously undermines the institution of marriage,
which is not just a private ceremony between two people, which they can redesign at will. It is a public institution, recognised by society, vital for the
stability of families, and their children and therefore the wellbeing of society as a whole.
There is already flexibility in the form of words spoken in the marriage ceremony. But this proposal seems to be getting rid of the core element of any
marriage ceremony, which is the affirmation that you are free to marry, and the mutual giving of consent , but also vitally, the promise to remain faithful
'til death us do part.' If you get rid of that, you no longer have a marriage.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is a bad proposal. Personalising your wedding ceremony, with very few requirements from the state will seriously undermine the dignity and
solemnity of the event. As I have already indicated above, the essence of the marriage ceremony (that is, the promises) must be retained in order for it to
be a real marriage.
We already have a society which tolerates all kinds of living arrangements and sexual relationships. Why do we need to further weaken marriage, the one
institution which is recognised in law the world over, and which brings stability to society in a unique way? If couples choose to be married, it is because
they have chosen this ideal of a stable, faithful relationship which will protect their children. Don't destroy it from a mistaken desire to let everyone
choose every aspect of their marriage ceremony.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:



A wedding should be public and not private only, because the promises being made have implications for the wider family and the community. At present
weddings can still be interrupted and stopped if someone stands up to declare 'a just cause or impediment'. This can be any member of the public. The
provision of public access is also a protection against people (usually women) being forced into a marriage without their consent.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Weddings at present can only take place in certain registered buildings. This can cause a problem for smaller or recently planted churches which normally
meet in school halls or community halls. This is the case for our son's church in , where a community of over 100 people have to look elsewhere to
hold weddings for their own young couples. So relaxing the rules on this would be helpful.
But allowing a wedding to take place anywhere could easily detract from the seriousness and the dignity of the occasion, which are important to
maintain.

on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

Outdoors could be fine, especially if it is outside an appropriate building normally registered for a wedding, like a country house, or a hotel. But with
British weather, it would be always wise to have an indoor option close by.
The other venues seem to me to pose problems for a dignified and solemn ceremony which can welcome guests, and members of the public. These
issues must not be compromised.
I would be against any weddings taking place in inland waters, in the air or in private homes.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If a civil wedding is to be considered the same as a religious wedding then it should be open to the public on the same basis and for the same reasons.

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

We should not be blurring the distinctions between civil weddings, religious weddings, and non-religious weddings, which making all venues available to
all groups, would inevitably do.

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I do not think it is a good idea to open up wedding ceremonies to any venue. There could be some generally agreed guidelines laid down by the General
Registrar which will allow a relaxation of the present too restrictive measures, without going to the other extreme of allowing any venue to be used for
what remains a solemn and serious ceremony.

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Obviously these two criteria are important, but both terms need to be defined much more clearly in order to safeguard the solemn nature of the
commitments being undertaken in marriage. 'Safe' should after all apply to any meeting or ceremony being organised. 'Dignified' is the term needing
objective definition.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

1.The General Register Office

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The date and location should be included in the document to be signed at the time and not after the ceremony, which would seem to open the door to
fraud. It is a legal document, frequently required in later life, and must be undertaken in a serious manner.
The names and occupations of the parents should also be included at the time, especially as the requirement for them to actually sign the marriage
certificate is apparently no longer needed.

Consultation Question 55:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I think the document should be in both languages if Welsh is included.

Consultation Question 56:

No

Please expand on your answer:

An electronic copy of the official signed document is perhaps a good thing, but the actual legal document must be signed in person, registered and kept
as required by the present law.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

3. and 4. But what happens if only one party is unaware that the officiant is not authorised, or that the same-sex opt-in had not been given?
This would seem to me to be fundamentally unjust.
The wording of 3 and 4 should be 'one or both parties' as in 1.

No

Please expand on your answer:

1. A small number of insignificant errors in the schedule are not sufficient to render the marriage void.
2. Witnesses are important and should be retained.
3. The schedule needs to be signed in person at the time and the marriage registered. This is a legal document!

Consultation Question 58:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

1a Yes, both parties giving notice is vital
1b this needs to be 'of one or both parties' in each case
2 Yes, both parties giving consent publicly and orally is vital

Consultation Question 59:



Other

Please expand on your answer:

The physical consummation of the marriage is an important element in its legality., but cohabitation would not be possible in certain circumstances, eg
where one party is in prison or hospital.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Is this what is referred to as 'common law marriage', which of course, is not marriage at all. There is a difference between marriage and cohabitation and
this should not be fudged. Marriage involves a legal ceremony.

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

1. Yes
2. There needs to be a face to face meeting with both parties for the preliminaires
3. Under present covid restrictions the officiant and the couple can meet and this should be maintained unless a full lockdown is in place.
4. The absolute minimum of three people present (the couple and the officiant) should sign in person. The witnesses could be watching remotely and sign
later.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is a bad idea for the same reasons as given above concerning location. A wedding should be of its nature a public event, which any interested party
could attend,.

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

A wedding should be announced publicly, and open to the public

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

I'm not sure whether the current law on weddings discourages or prevents couples from getting married. I think there are other laws which do that by
giving civil partnerships (or even cohabitation) the same financial advantages and safeguards as being married. The current welfare system for example,
incentivises lone parenting, and thus dis-incentivises marriage.
If the Law Commission wants to encourage more people to get married this is a good thing, because of the great benefits marriage brings to society, and
particularly to the children and teenagers growing up amongst us. But the simple fact of having more people who are legally married according to the
new proposals in this consultation, will not bring the benefits that society so badly needs.
It is the essence of marriage which needs to be safeguarded, and especially the prescribed words of the promises that lie at the heart of any marriage. In
a religious ceremony, these promises are pronounced publicly in the presence of God, which adds a whole other dimension to the solemnity of the
commitments being made, and to the motivation for keeping to them.
I am afraid that many of the Law Commission's proposals are a serious watering-down of the lifelong commitments we make in marriage. This weakened
form of marriage will not be strong enough to significantly improve society by reducing the number of separations and divorce.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

If the weakened form of marriage proposed here is accepted as the equivalent of the real ceremony, I believe there will be significant future costs
incurred by society, and especially in children's mental health, because of continued family breakdown and divorce. Reforming what is archaic in wedding
law is a good aim, but hollowing out the heart of the marriage vows by removing the prescribed words will be a disaster.



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YFZA-Y

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-02 11:00:23

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Married in a church legally with certificate to prove this.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

I agree - with the use of online conferencing it should be possible to do this interview remotely but it is essential that there is an in-person interview if
there are concerns.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Agreed - should still be possible.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Don't know enough to comment.

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Agreed

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Agreed

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Presently registration officers can be ministers and this must remain so they can conduct weddings in their churches/ synagogues, mosques etc.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes for 1 and No for 2. Non religious organisations can be pretty fringe.

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See above. How do you regulate what makes a non-religious organisation as bone fide.

Please share your views below:

Political organisations
Sports organisations
Entertainment / hobby industry

Consultation Question 25:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

This would need defining. Who decides what is public policy or morality? It's a very broad proposition

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

No - officers of an organisation may not be suitable for the dignity and seriousness of officiating at a wedding.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

There would need to be a strong process for authorisation to make sure candidates were suitable for this important position.

Consultation Question 30:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

In the first instance yes, but there should be some checks to the process to safeguard the integrity of officiants. It would be easy for friends to be
nominated who are not 'fit and proper' persons.

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Surely there should be some cap on fees that can be charged. Officiants shouldn't be able to charge whatever they like.

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Totally agree. The dignity and solemnity of marriage must be upheld in all matters



Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

What is the process from removing people unfit for the office from question 37 to question 38.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Totally agree.

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Perhaps needs a renewal process to make sure officiants are still suitable and able to conduct their duties.

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I believe it is important to maintain the dignity and integrity of marriage that certain words have to be used by those being married but they can add
other material if agreed by the officiant.

Consultation Question 44:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I'm not sure. The safeguards for religious groups in this country are being constantly undermined and I am not sure that religious groups will be able to
impose their own requirements as the years go by.
There are cases of people choosing the venue (picturesque old church) over any desire for a religious ceremony.

Consultation Question 45:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Though a civil ceremony, some people may still wish a prayer or reading from a religious text at their wedding.

Please share your views below:

Religious texts and prayers of that religious body.

Consultation Question 46:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Are you saying that religious services are not to be permitted after a civil ceremony? I think religious services should be permitted after a civil ceremony.
People should always be able to have a religious ceremony - marriage is a huge commitment and if people are only allowed a civil ceremony when they
have religious convictions, they must be allowed to express this in this huge decision they are taking.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Ceremonies must be performed with open doors to stop forced weddings.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a solemn commitment and that aspect must be maintained otherwise marriages could take place in all sorts of locations that could trivialise
this important ceremony.
Celebrations afterwards can reflect the personal interests / hobbies of the married couple but the actual ceremony should take place in suitable locations
that emphasise the dignity and seriousness of marriage.

Please share your views below:

No - see above.

Consultation Question 49:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This doesn't seem to fit in with open door accessibility of weddings. Again it would be too easy for forced marriages to take place in these locations.

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

No

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

To be consistent. they must all be allowed or none. I am most comfortable with religious weddings taking place in non religious settings as they will still
be religious ceremonies. However it is hypocritical for non religious belief weddings to take place in religious settings. If you don't believe in the beliefs
that are represented by the setting, then you shouldn't be able to use the setting.

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It should be higher up the food chain than this - those who have authorised the officiant.



Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Pre approval of whether the setting is safe and dignified? Locations that frequently host weddings (apart from religious settings) are in it for financial
benefit. They surely must be safe in terms of Health and Safety. Dignified may be very flexibly defined.

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Important that people are interviewed alone to ascertain if there is any coercion involved.

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YU6F-F

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-02 11:02:44

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

N/A

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

N/A

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:



Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The couple should be present at the ceremony and agree then. Signing a wedding schedule is not enough by itself. Marriage is a public thing not a private
arrangement where they can literally do and say what they like. It is a serious not trivial matter.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See previous answer.... marriage isn't some sort of casual joke, an 'experience' that a couple can play about with choosing inappropriate venues, silly
words etc

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Because this can help prevent forced marriages.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is an extremely important and many would say solemn thing. It should be held in appropriate locations e.g place of worship, town hall etc

Having marriages take place on a mountain top or a shopping centre etc makes a mockery of the institution.

Please share your views below:

See answer above. Simple answer is 'No'.

Consultation Question 49:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Only registered places e.g places of worship or town halls etc should be on such a list.

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Stringent safeguards are needed here. The officiant should only have a choice between agreed places to hold marriages e.g town halls.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Guidance is too feeble. Locations should be known beforehand as they are now and that's the only choice available.

Consultation Question 53:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YFBW-W
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I've been married for 52 years in accordance with British law in a Methodist Church.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

N/A

Consultation Question 3:



Please share your views below:

N/A, but, although not having experience, I have been appalled at the Government's policies and strategies which have defied rational thinking and
removed too many liberties.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

In order to avoid forced or "convenient" marriages, there should be in-person interviews only. Too much can be hidden with remote interviews.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Agree

Consultation Question 9:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

In addition to current requirements

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If the current system works, don't try and change it.



Consultation Question 14:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Unnecessary

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Reasonable to publish them in churches within the locality, especially as some incumbents look after more than one church.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

1. Yes
2. Seems reasonable so that suspicions of forced marriages may be removed.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Agreed both should confirm no impediment

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Agree with (1).
Only registration officers should be present for (2) otherwise chaos can ensue and the purpose of marriage, which is commitment by vows to each party,
should be maintained as a proper foundation to the moral life of a nation

Consultation Question 24:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Hesitant about the "non-religious belief organisations". Marriage is a solemn commitment before God whichever man and woman is getting married

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Unsure about this question as it appears to open a door to Government disallowing churches to opt out of marrying same-sex couples which churches
need to be able to do in view of the Biblical principles followed, i.e. marriage is between a man and a woman. On balance, I disagree with the suggestion.
It looks dangerous.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Prefer named individuals as no-one would know what views an officiant by office may have, which may be totally contrary to those who have strong views
about marriage being only between a man and a woman

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Prefer a minimum age of at least 25.

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There should be a limit to prevent even the temptation of profiteering

Consultation Question 34:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Extremely important. The whole ceremony, because of its dignity and solemnity, should be upheld in this manner and not be treated lightly. You need to
ensure that dignity and solemnity is defined quite clearly.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Provided the Office is clear about dignity etc as above.

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As in the case of many other roles, should there be a review within set time frames, e.g. 5 years, 7 years etc?

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Couples should be required to declare publicly that there is no impediment.
Retain the current wording of public declarations. Signing something in private can be open to abuse and force by one party more easily. Prescribed
words said publicly are safer. The couple should be present at a public ceremony as marriage is legally defined and is a bedrock of society.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Open to abuse and make a mockery of what should be a dignified ceremony. Again, it must be remembered a wedding ceremony is actually a public
declaration of the union of a man and a woman and is foundational to a sound society.



Consultation Question 44:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Vows before God.
Prayers

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It should be the couple's choice

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a public declaration. Open doors should be allowed as forced marriages in some sectors of society are still a problem.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Great care needs to be taken about venues. We come back to the dignity and solemnity of marriage.

outdoors,, on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,

Please share your views below:

Nobody might know what happens in a private home and reduces the public access.

"In the air" simply sounds daft! Contravenes the public access right as well.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:



It should be laid down by regulation/statute

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Dignified is important. Current provision would reflect this.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As long as "dignified" is clearly defined

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

The officiant and couple

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Personal registration should be maintained. No matter how sophisticated we think we are with electronic systems, there is always somebody who can
hack them and abuse the system.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Witnesses are vital and the registration of the marriage also.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Extend the time limit as young girls may be forced into marriage but have no power to do anything until they are older.

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Not aware of any problems

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As long as it is an emergency which needs to be defined clearly

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Other

Please expand on your answer:



Not really necessary. Does it uphold dignity and solemnity?

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

I am sure there would be demand for religious ceremonies

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Probably ought to be reduced for somebody housebound

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

I don't believe the law discourages marriage. It is the society we have created which accepts anything immoral

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Costs could be reduced, but for most people the trappings around weddings are the most costly which is then in the hands of the couple and their
families

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

See above

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Some aspects might encourage marriage which is vital to our society, but not the loosening of the dignity that is required

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:



No

Please expand on your answer:

If there are no requirements for residency added to insincere and frivolous ceremonies, the country will become a tourist drop off point for meaningless
celebrity publicity stunts.

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

You will have a very poor rescue record for the sham, forced and incapacity categories if interviews are remote.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

No officiant should be asked to participate in an activity that contravenes their conscience

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:



Should be published in as many places and connected areas as possible. Reasons for not conducting the ceremony may not be known in the chosen
place (deliberately).

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Good idea

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Sensible

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

It is a bit strange to devalue the image of a wedding on one hand yet to promote the importance of the civil over religious preliminaries on the other.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

A "non-religious belief" is a can of worms

Consultation Question 24:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Going to need a tighter qualification. Above open to misuse

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

What is unlawful today could be lawful tomorrow.
What is public morality today may be pressure lobbied out tomorrow.
How are you going to exclude a religious organisation on the grounds of objecting to their purposes without igniting cries of discrimination?

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But is this only relating to the officiants' behaviour? What about the tone and content of the ceremony? If an MP on Zoom is castigated for not wearing a
tie, why is a marriage commitment allowed to be so frivolous?
A crematorium is a solemn and dignified place, but is it appropriate?
Perhaps a separation of spiritually religious and secular is needed as the law shows us that witnesses swear to tell the whole truth, then the jury has to
decide who's lying.

Consultation Question 36:

Other



Please expand on your answer:

How binding is "guidance"?

Consultation Question 37:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Their behaviour might fit in very nicely with their organisation's standards and intentions.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

That's a lot of points in just one question.
'Consent' should be expressible in a manner that encompasses disabilities but does not breach safeguards eg absent signatories for a non-reader.
Current prescribed words are minimal and can be enhanced. Don't remove sincerity from the occasion. Marriage (until recently) was a clearly defined
social and legal construct. The more it is tinkered with the less understanding it conveys until it becomes legally irrelevant, of social disinterest and
personally defined.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not everything people 'want' is appropriate or acceptable. That's why laws exist in the first place! Ridiculous party themes can take place, but not as the
official ceremony.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

And how is a secular officiant going to recognise what is appropriate religious content?



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No provision to have a religious ceremony? That sounds like airbrushing religion out of marriage.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

By privatising weddings this sends a clear message that it is relegated to hobby status. Retain the 'open door' as a safeguard against forced marriage - a
definite and current issue in today's society. Why change the law to make things easier for the abusers in society?

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This country has already experienced the redefining of words of absolute, such as marriage, what's to say dignified, safe and truth can't also be re-defined
to the pleasure of particular lobby groups?

outdoors,, on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

Of course their should be safeguards and boundaries

Consultation Question 49:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Find a line between inaccessible and secret, and accessible but private

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Not Answered

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

4) Need to be clear that a non-religious (civil) place cannot on that basis alone prevent public venues for hire from being used for a faith based ceremony.
This will disproportionately discriminate against Christianity.

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Need a national not personal standard

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Define



Other

Please expand on your answer:

How binding is guidance? Again.

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

And carry a penalty, otherwise one could publicly appear to enter a marriage knowing that it is immediately voidable.

No

Please expand on your answer:

Need witnesses
Need safeguards, or these loopholes will be misused.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Doesn't sound like real marriage to me (consequence of fluid definitions) Just more legal loopholes for evading some other legal situation.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

We can't go on re-defining words and situations to suit our own proclivities. There has to be an absolute - an independently verifiable fact - against which
one can make a comparison



Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Emergency ONLY, not thin end of the wedge

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Sticky ground again. What nature? How long? Whose assessment?

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Clear parameters needed

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Other



Please expand on your answer:

Why?

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

May help in reducing frivolous suggestions

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YU6Q-T
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

I am not a member of an organisation

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::
GB

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I am single and celibate. I believe that marriage is a serious commitment and wedding ceremonies should be conducted with solemnity and with the
highest degree of respect for the institution of marriage.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Consultation Question 2:



Please share your views below:

N/A

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

N/A

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I believe this is a safeguard to protect both parties.

Consultation Question 5:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Giving notice on line or by post could be open to dishonesty or even abuse. It is a matter of safeguarding both parties that they should both attend a
person-to-person interview. Is this too much to ask when marriage is such an important and life-long commitment.

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

It would be difficult for registrars to know whether there are causes for concern and both parties should attend in person interviews.

Some of these proposals seem to be failing to ensure safeguarding.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I believe that a marriage is something that involves the whole of their community and not just the couple themselves.

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

No

Please expand on your answer:

In this unlikely event, it should be possible for the banns to be published in a neighbouring church.

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

If this helps safeguarding, yes I agreee.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes, again, a safeguarding issue.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Definitions of Dignity and Solemnity should be clarified. These should include the actual content and wording of the ceremony and not just the behaviour
of the couple and their guests.

Consultation Question 36:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As long as they do indeed uphold the solemnity and dignity of the ceremony - as I mentioned in answer to question 35 - including the content and
wording of the ceremony.

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Obviously "yes"

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Both parties should express their consent to be married during the ceremony, so I would not agree with the phrase orally or otherwise.

The ceremony should definitely require both parties to express their consent during the ceremony and not just by signing a statement afterwards.

The present prescribed words in the ceremony should be retained. There is already flexibility allowing couples to add their own words, whilst retaining
the solemnity and seriousness of the commitment they are making.

A marriage is not just about the couple but about society as a whole. Allowing couples to make up their own words undermines what being a married
couple means to society and in law. It can make a mockery of what should be a serious and life-long union.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I disagree with this proposal which could undermine the seriousness and solemnity which a marriage ceremony should contain.

Unofficial ceremonies have been known to follow themes which do not reflect that solemnity and seriousness.

A marriage ceremony is not similar to organising a party to celebrate a birthday or anniversary. It should be regarded and approached with respect for
the seriousness of the commitment being made.

Consultation Question 44:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I understand that the open doors requirement was introduced as a safeguard to protect against forced marriages. This is still a problem today.

As previously mentioned, a marriage should be seen as a commitment or relationship recognised by society, and the wedding ceremony should be open
to members of that society to witness.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Absolutely not. This could lead to an undermining of the solemnity and seriousness of the wedding ceremony. Wedding venues should be appropriate
places recognising the seriousness of the occasion.

Please share your views below:

More clarity is needed on this, and once again I would reiterate that the venue should be a place where the wedding ceremony should demonstrate the
solemnity and seriousness of a marriage commitment and open to members of the public to witness this.

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No the law should be clear on the appropriateness or otherwise of the location.

Consultation Question 52:

No



Please expand on your answer:

"Safe and dignified" need to be clarified. It should not be up to the officiant to decide what this means.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Again, these are safeguards which should be retained.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

These are obvious offences.

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

As long as safeguards are in place and, again, the seriousness of the ceremony are upheld. The party who has a terminal illness should be fully aware of
what is going on.

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If possible and if the person is capable of making the decision.

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

I believe that marriage is such a serious and life-long commitment that making it easier to get married could diminish it seriousness. Even if more people
get married, if there is not this view of marriage then the question is whether or not the couple will see their commitment as being life-long. Marriages
can go through difficulties which the couples have to work through - for example, for better for worse, in sickness or in health etc. It is not just for the
present time when all is going well for the parties concerned, but for the future.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I suspect that the cost of wedding dresses, receptions after the ceremonies, etc are considerably more costly than the above.

In most cases, a couple would be able to save to pay for the costs you outline and would be willing to do so if they were taking the marriage ceremony
and marriage itself seriously.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YU6S-V

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-02 11:35:53

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:



No

Please expand on your answer:

It serves to show commitment to the process

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Ageed

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:



Please share your views below:

Agree

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Agree

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Keep it as it is now

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

It would risk those with unpopular but legal views being excluded from nominating officiants

Consultation Question 27:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This would allow any Tom Dick or Harry to become able to officiate at a marriage thus making the 'solemn commitment ' a personal choice

Consultation Question 30:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Making it a commercial venture!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is a move to trivialise marriage as the bedrock of society, - wrong path!
It must be legally binding

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As above , trivialising the solemn point of the marriage

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

outdoors,

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

no

Consultation Question 74:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(2) there should be no fee.

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

All of this consultation is aimed as far as I can see at reducing the commitment to a long and happy marriage and treating more like a business than the
solemn promise to spend the rest of one's life with the same partner.
Commitment is a word that seems too far away from everyday life these days.
These changes would not be in the interest of promoting marriage as the basis for family life , and the biggest losers are the children, I know from
personal experience and I am now in my 70's

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YFP9-D

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-02 11:53:20

About you

What is your name?

Name:
Frank Cranmer

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Honorary Research Fellow, Centre for Law and Religion, Cardiff University

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Yes, but only under conditions that are secure and strictly controlled. If it's an either/or choice between making things more convenient for couples and
making it as difficult as possible to contrive a sham or forced marriage, I would opt for the latter.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Yes.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes BUT: where through circumstances beyond the couple's control (such as a COVID-19 lockdown) they are unable to marry within the 12-month period,
either the validity of the schedule should be extended or they should be able to apply for a new schedule without paying a further fee.

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

I should have thought not.

Consultation Question 13:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The current system is untenable: parish ministers in Scotland are under no obligation to call the banns - either under secular law or the law of the Kirk -
and Ireland is an independent state.

Consultation Question 14:



Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

I have no views on the position of the Church in Wales. However, given that the Church of England is still the Established Church in England, my feeling 
 is that the issue as to whether or not Anglican preliminaries to weddings should continue to be recognised should be

considered within the wider context of the legal position of the Church of England overall. Whatever one's views on Establishment/Disestablishment (on
which I'm a neutral non-combatant), Disestabishment should not happen simply by piecemeal amending legislation.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I simply cannot understand the rationale – if any – behind the current law.

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But only if s/he has Permission to Officiate.

Consultation Question 23:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes BUT: it depends what you mean by "governing authority". For Baptists and for some Independent Free Churches, for example, the "governing
authority" is the local congregation.

Consultation Question 24:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Difficult: registered political parties should be excluded, likewise (I would suggest) trades unions. You could also possibly exclude Community Amateur
Sports Clubs as a class. But there are bound to be disputes at the margin as to what should be included and what excluded.

Consultation Question 25:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I think that the 20-member rule is too blunt an instrument: under it, a small independent congregation (eg in rural mid-Wales) with a dozen worshippers
would no longer be able to solemnize marriages – which might be seen as unduly discriminatory, even if it only hosts a wedding every ten years.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

An organisation that promotes purposes that are unlawful should certainly not be permitted to nominate officiants: one might ask, should it be allowed
to exist at all? But precisely what constitutes promoting purposes that are 'contrary to public policy or morality'? It is ‘public policy’ to have armed forces –
so, strictly interpreted, might such a criterion exclude the Quakers? Or would opposition to same-sex marriage under the Marriage (Same Sex Couples)
Act 2013 lead to exclusion?

If such a criterion is necessary at all, it needs to be very tightly defined indeed.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Yes: on the same basis that all Anglican clergy with PTO may officiate.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes BUT: so far as I am aware, under the current law, religious officiants do not have to undergo CPD in order to remain eligible. Might this suggest that
the problem is not with the people or the initial training but with the complexity of the current law? Do they have that problem in Scotland or Northern
Ireland? (That said, the consultation document does suggest that Anglican clergy sometimes get the law wrong.)

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I'm not sure about this. For example, according to my understanding, any baptised Sikh may perform any Sikh ceremony: Sikhs don't have a 'priesthood'
set apart from the 'laity'. Why should not a Sikh be nominated by his or her gurdwara and also be an independent officiant? Similar considerations apply
to Quaker registering officers.

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

How would that impact/interact with the Church of England's canon law? Doesn't the Church effectively have exclusive jurisdiction over clergy discipline?

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

But there is no such requirement for clergy of any denomination, so far as I am aware. Should there be?

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But civil registrars will need to be given detailed guidance as to (i) precisely how much "religious" content is permitted and (ii) exactly what constitutes
"religious content". I don't think that relying on the "you'll recognise it when you see it" test is sufficient: it might merely result in wide variations in
interpretation.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

If and only if the provision is no longer of any practical effect. But if it is not, does it matter whether it is repealed or not? It is very easy to envisage
circumstances in which a couple might want to have a religious ceremony some time after a civil ceremony - eg in order to accommodate relatives coming
long distances from abroad, who might need visas.

Consultation Question 47:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Historical reasons/accident apart, I have never been able to understand the rationale for marriage in registered buildings.  I married out of
doors in a civil ceremony in Scotland in 2006 (it rained). We are still married.

Please share your views below:

No, it should not.

Consultation Question 49:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Other

Other

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I cannot imagine that (eg) the Church of England is going to allow non-religious ceremonies in its premises except in very unusual circumstances. Unless
not to do so could raise problems in relation to equality law, is this a matter that needs regulating?

Consultation Question 51:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes BUT: one might equally argue that where both parties know that the ceremony was not officiated by an authorised officiant, the result should be a
non-qualifying ceremony rather than a void marriage.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes to 1 and 3, but I am very doubtful about any change that would appear to sanction weddings in the absence witnesses.

Consultation Question 58:

No

Please expand on your answer:

1a. and 1b. should be either/or, rather than both/and.

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



As to lack of cohabitation, see X (A Child: foreign surrogacy) [2018] EWFC 15, in which Sir James Munby P reiterated at [8] that:

'A sexual relationship is not necessary for there to be a valid marriage. The law was stated very clearly, if in Latin (for the use of which I apologise), by Sir
James Wilde in A v B (1868) LR 1 P&D 559, 562: "The truth is, consensus non concubitus facit matrimonium. The law has always recognised that a couple
may take each other as wife and husband tanquam soror vel tanquam frater (as sister and brother), as our ancestors would have put it, applying the
canonists’ maxim".’

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Until I read the consultation document, I was unaware that there was any such presumption in England & Wales.

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

As to 1, my answer would be 'No' – though the weddings law generally in England & Wales is clearly a total mess and is in urgent need of consolidation at
the very least.

As to 2, I suspect that that ship has already sailed. Reforming the law would (hopefully) make the kind of situation that cropped up in MA v JA less likely to
reoccur, but I cannot honestly believe that couples choose to cohabit because the current law is a mess. Surely they do so either as a conscious choice or
because they simply fall into cohabiting and never get around to marrying or entering a civil partnership.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

If by 'costs' you mean legal fees, I cannot imagine that the fee element is a disincentive to marriage, given that the fees are only a very small part of the
what the average couple spends on their wedding.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

See above.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YDVE-W

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-02 12:00:21

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

I work as a part-time ceremonies registrar for a local authority but am responding in my personal capacity.

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Perspex screens have been installed in the register office to protect staff and visitors, with plenty of sanitising equipment too. Weddings have worked 
well, and couples have been most appreciative that their ceremonies were able to proceed. There have been a few weddings at outside venues, which 
appear to have run smoothly. Registrar General's licence ('deathbed') weddings have gone ahead in a Covid-secure manner.



Many couples have had to move their ceremonies which were scheduled during lockdowns, or where restrictions on numbers attending have meant that
they were not able to have the wedding they wanted. Some couples have moved their ceremonies several times.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There does not appear to be any need for this provision.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The interview is necessary to ensure that both parties are entering into the marriage voluntarily. The interview also protects the interest of the state as it
is the occasion when individuals should produce all relevant original documentation, which can be checked by the registrar taking the notice.

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

Individuals giving notice do not always produce the correct documentation, eg a passport may have expired. There should be sufficient time for the
relevant documentation to be found or obtained, or any queries (eg degrees of relationships) to be be investigated. I don't have the experience to say
what that period should be.
The current arrangements for giving notice for and undertaking Registrar General's licence weddings ('deathbed') weddings should remain, as time is
frequently very tight indeed. Usually they are between people who have been together for a long time.
It seems anomalous when the notice period was increased to a month in 2015 ( to allow for more time for investigation of potentially sham marriages)
and now to be consulting on reducing the period to seven or three days!

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Given the increasing importance of giving notice of marriage, the need to check original documentation, and the importance of ensuring that the parties
are entering into the marriage voluntarily, my preference would be for in-person interviews.
The current pandemic indicates that remote interviews may be worthy of consideration in future.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As the purpose of notice is to ensure that there is no impediment to the marriage, it would seem right that there should be a common point where all
proposed marriages are publicly displayed, and online would be more logical and accessible than hard copy at local register offices.
Currently, notice includes name, address and occupation of the parties, as well as the venue and the 12-month period within which the marriage should
take place. Where the occupation is of a sensitive nature, individuals may use a general description eg. 'Civil Servant' rather than police officer etc;
registrars are expected to include a more specific description on the marriage certificate.
To minimise the risk of identity fraud, it may be appropriate for only limited information to be published (eg names, local authority of residence, venue),
rather than the full address or occupation, albeit further information could be supplied on request, perhaps subject to a fee.

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Given the large number of civil weddings, Superintendent Registrars allocate weddings to their deputies a month or so before the weddings; it would
sensible to include 'Deputy Superintendent Registrar' as the identity of the officiant where the wedding is to be conducted by local authority staff.
It would seem sensible for there to be a record of individuals qualified to conduct weddings, so that the registrar taking notice of marriage can check that
the proposed officiant is qualified to officiate at weddings.

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It should be possible for a substitute officiant to conduct the wedding, subject to that person being qualified to do so (see answer to 11 above).

Please share your views below:

In the event that the nominated officiant falls ill/does not arrive at the wedding it should be possible for another substitute officiant to act. (Currently, if
the Deputy Superintendent role can be undertaken by a member of the public in an emergency, but the Registrar role must be a qualified member of
staff.)
Documentation provided to couples should give details of whom to contact for advice in such circumstances.

Consultation Question 13:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Given the new emphasis on the preliminaries of marriage, and the main purpose being to identify any impediment to the marriage, it would seem more
appropriate for notice of marriage to be taken by registration officers fully trained to do so. In the interest of equality and fairness, it would be more
appropriate for everyone to be subject to the same arrangements (except 'deathbed weddings').

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Given the increased emphasis on the preliminaries of marriage, it would be better for publication of proposed marriages to be the same for all weddings
(except 'deathbed' weddings), whether civil or religious.
Banns being read only at the church where the wedding is to take place would seem to make it difficult for anyone wishing to object to trace whether or
where a wedding is to take place.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:

Given the increased emphasis on the preliminaries, the importance of identifying any impediments to the marriage, and in the interests of equality and
fairness, it would be better for all marriages to be subject to the same preliminaries.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As it will no longer be part of the registration officer's role to ensure that the legal words have been properly said, and the schedule system means that all
the paperwork is complete (subject to checking and amendment if necessary on the day), there is no need for more than one registration officer to be
present. The schedule system could operate in a very similar way to that currently in use for civil partnership; only one registrar is required to be present
for a CP.
Requiring only one registrar should make it easier to schedule wedding ceremonies and should result in cost savings for the local authority which may be
reflected in fees for weddings.

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Couples should be encouraged to keep religious content to a minimum in a civil ceremony, or otherwise be encouraged to seek a religious ceremony.
Inclusion of material with a religious content should be at the discretion of the officiant. Couples should be asked for copies of any material to be
included in the ceremony, so that the officiant can ensure that they are content with the proposed content.
As in Scotland, registrars should not deliver any religious content, and any such content should not represent a key part of the ceremony.

Please share your views below:

Civil weddings should remain civil and religious content should be minimal. Couples should be encouraged not to include religious content, or otherwise
should be invited to consider whether a religious marriage may be more appropriate. Inclusion of material with a religious content should be at the
discretion of the officiant.
Personally, as a deputy superintendent registrar, I would be uncomfortable with hymns (especially if there were to be communal singing) or readings
from the bible (or other books associated with different religions), but I would not object to a reference to God in a poem, or a track of instrumental music
which may have religious association.

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Although I support removal of the licensed venue provision, I consider that the venue should be specified in advance and should be identifiable. In
ensuring the dignity and solemnity of the proceedings, officiants should have discretion about where and when they are willing to officiate, and should
have the opportunity to see the venue in advance if they wish.
Personally, I would be uncomfortable about officiating at a ceremony under water, or in the air. I am not convinced about the merits of weddings being
conducted on flights or voyages, as it may not be clear under which jurisdiction the wedding is taking place.
It isn't clear to me who should be responsible for checking the safety/accessibility of any venue, and what insurance provisions should be.

on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or

Please share your views below:

I prefer the idea of the venue being identifiable. I have no problem about weddings being outdoors in a specified venue or in private homes - both these
already occur (although outdoor weddings have to be under a structure to protect the register) and private homes and hospitals are often the venues for
Registrar General's licence weddings ('deathbed weddings').

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It would seem preferable for there to be clarity over whether any marriage is to civil or religious. Civil marriages in religious premises, for example,
appears to 'muddy the waters' . Most people attending religious premises would expect any marriage there to be according to the rites of that religion.

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Reasonable venue requests should be considered, but officiants should have discretion about where they are prepared to conduct weddings.

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

For officiants employed by local authorities, it should be possible for the task of checking the location to be done by the register office staff.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Pre-approval would be a more cost-effective and more efficient option for venues frequently used for weddings.

Please share your views below:

Register Office staff should be responsible for pre-approving venues for registrars.

It may be better for other officiants to carry out their own venue approval, and to ensure that the necessary insurances are in place. If other officiants
seek to rely on the pre-approval process carried out by Register Office staff, thought needs to be given to liability in the case of any accident.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Registration staff should be encouraged to compete the preliminaries as fully as possible.
Allowing details to be added or amended afterwards should be permitted, eg if parents' details are wrong or if there are spelling/typographical errors. It
should be possible on the day to change the venue or date information if either has to be changed at short notice (eg current pandemic conditions).

Consultation Question 55:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

The option of Welsh only, or English or Welsh, should not be a requirement in England, although it may appropriate in Wales. Welsh only should be at the
discretion of the officiant as not all officiants in Wales may be Welsh speakers.

Consultation Question 56:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Mistakes in the issuance of the schedule should not render the marriage void, but there should be a clear process for amendments to be made.
Witnesses would appear to be critical, so I would expect absence of witnesses to render the marriage void.
Failure by the couple to sign the schedule is also critical if that is considered to be the confirmation that the parties consent to the marriage.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

I am not aware of any problems. In the Registrar General's licence weddings which I have registered, I have had no concerns about the couples'
willingness or capability to contract the marriage. I am unable to recall any occasion where the couple have not been together or been in a relationship
for a considerable amount of time and/or have children together, but who 'just haven't got around to it'.

Consultation Question 63:

No

Please expand on your answer:

In many cases of terminal illness/impending major surgery, there is very little time. Requiring parties with the terminal illness to give notice of their
intention to marry before issuing the schedule may mean that it is not possible for the parties to marry. It would require two visits to the party with the
terminal illness - one from the registration officer taking the notice and a separate visit for the marriage.
In my experience, when speaking to the party with the terminal illness before the marriage, the Deputy Superintendent Registrar conducting the
proceedings has always satisfied her/himself that both individuals wish to marry, have indicated that they are free to marry and are capable of
contracting the marriage.

Consultation Question 64:



Other

Please expand on your answer:

Abolishing the Registrar General's licence, unless substituted by another provision for exceptional circumstances, may mean that some people who wish
to marry are not able to do so. In the case of people with terminal illnesses/people requiring emergency surgery etc, there is very little time to arrange for
notice to be given and for the marriage to take place. The current system appears to work smoothly.
It should be possible for a senior registration officer, after interviewing one of the parties, to issue the necessary paperwork and require the registrar
conducting the wedding to confirm at the time of the marriage, that she/he they has satisfied her/himself that both parties wish to marry, have confirmed
that they are aware of no impediment to the marriage and that both are capable of contracting the marriage.
It may be prudent for the preliminaries and the conduct of such weddings to be handled by senior/experienced registrars only.

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It would seem sensible to 'future-proof' procedures. The current pandemic was completely unexpected and has meant many couples have not been able
to marry on the date they wished or have had to change their plans, some of them several times.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, but all emergency provisions should be subject to tight controls to ensure that there is no abuse of the provisions.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It should be possible for people at risk of death to be able to marry during emergency provisions. But because of the difficulties about giving notice and
proving that there is no impediment to the marriage, such weddings should be subject to tight control to ensure that they are not abused.

Consultation Question 68:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I have no evidence to suggest that such provisions are desirable or necessary.

Consultation Question 69:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I have no evidence to suggest that such provisions are desirable or necessary.

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

I have no evidence to suggest that such provisions are desirable or necessary.

Consultation Question 71:

Other

Please expand on your answer:



I have no evidence to suggest that such provisions are desirable or necessary.

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

There should be standard fees. But any fees should not be seen to be discriminatory just because one party is housebound or detained.

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Partners of people who are terminally ill may be facing funeral costs before long, so fees set nationally on compassionate grounds seems more
appropriate.

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

It would seem reasonable for fees to be the same for officiating at any wedding outside the register office. But for 'deathbed' weddings, it seems sensible
for a lower fee to be payable on compassionate grounds. Couples facing imminent funeral fees may be discouraged from proceeding with the wedding
because of cost.

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:



Please share your views below:
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Consultation Question 2:



Please share your views below:

As an independent celebrant I find that many couples feel frustrated that they cannot legally marry and have the ceremony they wish for.
The fact that they have to have to have their marriage legalised by a registered officiant at a separate venue or a venue that is authorised means they
have to make compromises either with their choice of ceremony or their choice of venue.
This impacts on their freedom to have the wedding ceremony they would like.

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

As a celebrant, many of my couples have had to make difficult and distressing decisions regarding their wedding plans. From having to postpone or even
cancel, rearrange and then postpone again, then finding that registrars or venues are not available on chosen new dates to having to cut their guest lists
according to latest government guidelines and completely rethink the wedding itself. This is all very distressing for my couples.
New bookings have not been forthcoming as so many uncertainties are affecting the wedding industry.
We have all been affected financially by the pandemic.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Many couples would like to marry in a location that is special to them e.g. they may have met on holiday in Cornwall but they don’t live there so this would
mean they can’t marry there unless they move there for 7 days.
This impacts on a couple’s right to choose where they marry.

Consultation Question 5:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is not always possible for the couple to attend an interview in person. They maybe getting married in extraordinary circumstances. For example, if one
of the couple is terminally ill and the couple wish to marry but attending an interview is not possible.
Also, with the technology we have today is a face to face interview really necessary? Could there be a Zoom interview ?

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

This should be a matter of what the couple choose to do. An increasing number of couples are choosing to have an elopement ceremony with minimum
fuss so the simpler the process the better.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

I think this is a very good idea. In my experience couples genuinely want to commit to each other by getting married, but I understand the need for
caution in some cases. If there are any concerns then I think an in-person interview is definitely required.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

It should continue to be possible in my opinion.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As long as every care is taken not to expose anyone to harm and only if the couples consent to this, possibly as a legal declaration.

Consultation Question 10:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Nothing to add.

Consultation Question 11:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

It may not always be possible for the couple to identify the officiant at this stage.

Consultation Question 12:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Where the officiant is an independent celebrant chosen by the couple, the couple may wish to make a new celebrant selection or a recommendation from
their original celebrant. In a celebrant - led ceremony the emphasis is more often on the connection and relationship the couple and their celebrant have
formed

Please share your views below:

My answer for consultation question 12 applies.

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If notifications of intention to marry are to be published online, they could be accessed from anywhere. Therefore, they could still authorise any wedding
anywhere in the UK.

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Nothing further to add.

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

I feel the banns should be posted online.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

I do not feel I have enough information to comment on this question.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

As my answer to the previous question.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

I feel that if couples choose to be married in church they do not need to have a civil ceremony beforehand. We need to give couples more choice in how
and where they marry, and not add to the confusion by introducing new requirements that are unnecessary.

Chapter 5: Officiants



Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

All officiants, whether clergy, registrars, or celebrants should be legally able to do this.

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Couples should have the choice of who they want to officiate at their wedding .

Consultation Question 21:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Celebrants should be given the legal powers to marry couples, and couples should have the choice of a celebrant or a registrar .

Consultation Question 22:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I do not have enough knowledge of this to confidently answer the question.

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There must be some regulation and registration of officiants whether they are secular or non-secular.

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Many couples do not belong to or practise any belief system . They should have the freedom of choice to legally marry in the way they choose.

Please share your views below:

Independent celebrants conduct ceremonies that reflect the couple. Couples may want to have a completely non-religious ceremony whilst others choose
to have some religious content.
This is all about giving modern couples more choice.
There are various official organisations for celebrants in the UK and a list may be helpful for couples.

Consultation Question 25:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I think this would depend on the religious beliefs of the organisation. This would also need to be regulated in some way.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Any organisation, whether religious or non-religious must be governed by the law and should be excluded from nominating officiants if they promote any
purpose that is unlawful or contrary to public policy or morality.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:



If the individual’s office qualified the individual to be an officiant (they had the correct training etc) then this may be allowed.

Consultation Question 28:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I think there should be a public list of nominated officiants, and there should be a professional regulating body, but this does not necessarily mean it is
the responsibility of the General Register Office. Though this may be necessary initially.

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This would be acceptable, but those independent officiants must prove that they have undergone specialist training for the role.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Officiants should belong to a professional organisation and be able to prove they have undergone training.

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

All of the above.

Consultation Question 32:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I would need more information on these organisations and their purpose before I could comment on this.

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As an independent celebrant, I take a lot of time to get to know my couples and put in a lot of hours work creating and delivering their ceremony. This is
my business and I need to be able to charge a fee for my services.

Consultation Question 34:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Independent celebrants are often “recommended” by previous clients, people who have attended a ceremony etc.
If they are known to an organisation and that organisation puts forward a recommendation to a couple, I think this would be acceptable. But I think it
would not be ethical for an organisation, either religious or non-religious to nominate a particular celebrant. The couple should be able to choose their
celebrant on the open market. It all comes down to giving couples choice.

Consultation Question 35:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This is all about how the couple wish to celebrate their marriage and the type of ceremony they wish to have. As long as the couple understand the
legalities of a marriage ceremony, I think they should have the choice of how much or how little dignity and solemnity they have in their ceremony.

Consultation Question 36:



No

Please expand on your answer:

How the wedding is conducted should be decided by the couple and their officiant, as long as all the legal requirements are met.

Consultation Question 37:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

There should be some form of regulation and processes should be in place to deal with any concerns regarding an officiant’s failure to meet the
standards required for them to carry out their duties and responsibilities.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Nothing to add.

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Nothing to add

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Nothing to add

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Nothing to add

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Nothing to add

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Nothing to add

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Nothing to add



Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Nothing to add

Please share your views below:

The choice of content of a ceremony should be decided by the couple and agreed by the officiant.

Consultation Question 46:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I would need to have more information to comment on this

Consultation Question 47:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Nothing to add

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The choice of location should be that of the couple, having been discussed and agreed with the officiant.

Please share your views below:

As a celebrant, I would assess the suitability (and carry out a risk assessment) of a location/venue and discuss any concerns with the couple. If I felt the
venue/location to be unsuitable, I would suggest alternatives to the couple. If I felt there were too many risk factors and the couple insisted on that
location, I would not take the ceremony booking.
No location or venue should be limited.

Consultation Question 49:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

All locations should be given consideration and agreed by the couple and their officiant.

Consultation Question 50:

Other

Other

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This should be at the discretion of the organisations to whom the venues belong.

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The officiant should carry out a full risk assessment of the location and discuss any concerns with the couple and offer alternatives to the couple. If the
couple are determined to use this location for their ceremony then it is up to the officiant to refuse to conduct the ceremony.



Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

The wedding location should be safe, but the dignity of the location is a matter of choice.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Part of my training as a celebrant was how to carry out a risk assessment for a location/venue, but official guidelines may be helpful. As long as these are
just guidelines, not legally binding.

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This would be helpful for all parties.

Please share your views below:

There could be a similar process to that of becoming an “authorised venue” at the moment, perhaps.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Nothing to add

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Nothing to add

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Nothing to add

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Nothing to add

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Nothing to add

Consultation Question 58:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Nothing to add

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Nothing to add

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Nothing to add

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Nothing to add

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Nothing to add

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

I do not know enough about the law to comment on this question

Consultation Question 63:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This is a very difficult area. This would be dependent on many factors e.g. how long the person was expected to live, where the person is being treated.
Each person and their circumstances should be assessed individually and a fast track system should be in place.

Consultation Question 64:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I do not have enough knowledge to comment

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But with the option to extend if necessary.

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Nothing to add

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Nothing to add

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Nothing to add

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Nothing to add

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Nothing to add

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Nothing to add

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

I do not have enough information to comment

Consultation Question 71:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Nothing to add

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Nothing to add

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Nothing to add

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Nothing to add

Consultation Question 73:



Please share your views below:

I do not have any experience of this and therefore cannot comment

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Nothing to add

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Nothing to add

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Nothing to add

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is about choice for the couples, and this may be their choice.

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Nothing to add

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Nothing to add

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Nothing to add

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Nothing to add

Consultation Question 82:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Nothing to add

Consultation Question 83:

(2) there should be no fee.

Please expand on your answer:

Nothing to add

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Nothing to add

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

It is my experience that couples find the current process of getting married quite confusing. They want to have their own unique ceremony but find it
frustrating that they have to have either a registrar to officiate at an authorised venue (which is usually not their venue of choice ) or have a separate legal
ceremony followed by their chosen ceremony.
Many couples don’t understand why their celebrant can’t legally marry them .
Couples find it very disappointing that they can’t legally marry at their chosen location.
Many more couples are wanting to choose how and where they marry, they don’t want a conventional, traditional wedding.
I believe more couples would marry if they could have more choice and the process was simplified and more accessible.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

All of these costs are prohibitive to some couples. They find it frustrating that they have to pay extra fees for choosing to marry outside a register office.
Couples have expressed to me the difficulties they have found in finding a venue that they like among the list of authorised venues, and then having to
opt for a separate legal ceremony.
They feel the current laws are outdated and the added costs are unfair.
Also, the limited number of registrars in their area often means they are unable to marry on the date they choose and they have to marry subject to the
availability of the registrars.
Couples have told me that they feel the bureaucracy around the marriage process is to complicated and off putting.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Couples who are planning to marry want to choose how and where to marry. If they want to legally marry in their own garden, there should not be any
obstacles to them doing just that. And without the cost of a celebrant and a registrar. Hiring a venue for a wedding, whether authorised or not, is very
expensive and usually comes with restrictions i.e. the venue does the catering/bar etc. A lot of couples are on a tight budget and the ever mounting costs
of a wedding can prevent couples marrying as they just can’t afford it.
By giving couples more choices in the type of wedding they want but still being legally married, I believe many more couples will marry.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Many venues need to be able to provide weddings to enable their business to be viable. There are many venues who could become wedding venues and
generate more income but they cannot pay the fees or meet the requirements to become an authorised venue.
The availability of registrars to attend at a venue is also a problem. The numbers of registrars in an area is limited, therefore the venue is unable to
accommodate the ceremony just because there is no registrar available ,resulting in a disappointed couple and lost revenue for the venue.
More available officiants, more choice of venues that don’t have to be authorised, less obstacles placed in the way of couples who wish to marry and have
the wedding they want without lots of unnecessary added costs and inconvenience (having to attend a registrar ceremony and then their chosen
ceremony on a different day probably) would certainly lead to more couples marrying.
More small businesses such as pubs, theatres, restaurants, would be able to offer themselves as venues, whereas at the moment they cannot justify the
expense of the fees or meet the requirements to become an authorised venue.



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

By opening up the choice of venues and locations for marriage ceremonies to take place , I believe more couples will choose to marry. Because they can
have the wedding they want. This will have a huge impact on businesses that are currently unable to be part of the wedding industry. The revenue
generated by new venues, locations etc would give a huge boost to local economies. This is much needed at this time particularly.
The wedding industry contributes millions of pounds to the economy but the current laws etc are outdated and need to be reformed so that the industry
can move forward. In my experience, couples would rather make a commitment to each other than be just cohabiting, but the current system is
restrictive and off-putting to many couples.

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I believe that the current law on local authorities is outdated, but some couples will still wish to get married at the local register office.
There are only a limited amount of registrars available, so this will always be problematic to some couples.
By changing the regulations on venues and locations, more revenue can be generated and this will boost the local economy, which in turn will help the
local authorities.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

By changing the regulations on venues and locations, more revenue can be generated and this will boost the local economy, which in turn will help the
local authorities.
More weddings means more income for many local businesses e.g. florists, jewellers, caterers, bakers, car hire, venues, bridal shops, gift shops, and many
more. All these businesses contribute to the local economy.
Many local authorities have properties which would be great venues and could provide addition revenue for local authorities.

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I do not have enough knowledge about this to be able comment at this time.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

As question 89

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

As question 89

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Nothing to add

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

I feel that these provisional proposals will be of benefit to all concerned. Couples will benefit from more choice and in some cases reduced costs which
will encourage couples to marry.
Businesses, including independent officiants, will benefit from increased business, new opportunities , which then leads to increased revenue, benefiting
the local economy, the local authority and the wider National economy.
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Consultation Question 1:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

I am concerned that "contrary to public policy or morality" is a very subjective judgement. It might risk those who have entirely legal but unpopular beliefs
being excluded from nominating officiants.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No



Please expand on your answer:

It is already possible for independent officiants to conduct weddings that are not legally binding. I should like to ensure that those who officiate at legal
wedding ceremonies hold the marriage act in high regard. To allow anyone to officiate would risk losing the solemnity of marriage and might also open
up the possible of making it a commercial concern. Currently there is no financial incentive to officiate a wedding.

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I agree to the proposal but feel it does not go far enough. Surely there should be a requirement for the content of the ceremony to be both dignified and
solemn? I also feel that the words "solemnity" and "dignity" need to be clearly defined.

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This proposal seems to suggest it would be possible for a person to get married without being present at their own wedding ceremony and without
having to make any solemn promises and public declaration of intent to honour those promises to the other person. A legal wedding ceremony is a
public affair, and the participants in it should recognise it as such, and be willing to make a public declaration to each other. If they want a private
marriage without public declaration and specified words, they can do that in other ceremonies.

Currently the legally binding words constitute only a small part of the ceremony. There is room for great flexibility for participants to personalise the
ceremony.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A wedding is a public statement and a legally binding act, so it should not be possible for you to say what you like in whatever form. The commitment
involved in marriage is solemn and serious, and the ceremony should reflect the nature of the solemn promises being made. Otherwise, there is the
danger of both the promises and the marriage contract itself being trivialised.

The law of our land should uphold the solemnity and dignity of this ceremony.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Open doors ensure that the wedding ceremony is a public affair.

I am extremely concerned that if open doors were not legally required, there would be the danger of forced marriages being allowed. The open doors
policy was brought in hundreds of years ago as a protection against that. Sadly, today, we still need that protection.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:



No

Please expand on your answer:

I recognise there may be advantages to changing the current specifications, but my concern once again is that if weddings should be allowed to take place
anywhere, the solemnity and dignity of the ceremony is being put at risk. A wedding is a serious and solemn affair and the venue should not take priority
over the promises.

This proposal, which gives no indication as to how, and by whom, a venue will be deemed 'dignified' and 'safe', opens us the possibility of legalising trivial
and unsuitable ceremonies.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Again I am concerned about the danger that forced weddings might be possible. Public access is vital.

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If independent officiants are allowed, any venue might be deemed appropriate, and the persons to be married could 'shop around' until they find an
officiant who will approve whatever venue they want. The law should ensure greater protection for the dignity and solemnity of marriage.

Consultation Question 52:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It should not be up to individual officiants to make these decisions, especially as there does not appear to be any clear definition offered as to what is
meant by 'safe' and 'dignified'.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I agree that the General Register Office should provide the guidance, but I am concerned about who will actually ensure that officiants follow that
guidance.

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

No

Please expand on your answer:



These should be done at the time of the wedding ceremony.

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

If the solemnity and dignity of the ceremony can be guaranteed, I would say 'Yes'.

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Current law upholds the solemnity and dignity of marriage and I cannot see that anyone who is genuinely desirous of getting married and making a 
serious public commitment to another person could be discouraged by it from getting married. In particular, the current 'prescribed words' reflect and 
maintain the solemnity of the promises made in marriage. 



The new proposals will offer inadequate safeguards for the solemnity of marriage. While I acknowledge that they might lead to an increase in the number
of couples legally married, I am anxious about the seriousness of commitment to marriage made within some of the ceremonies.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a public act of worship in keeping with Christian teaching. Even where the participants are "not religious" it remains a public commitment
which is affirmed by the community. It is vital therefore that every effort is maintained to ensure that the ceremony is suitably dignified and solemn
reflecting the importance of the step the couple are taking.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is vital that marriage be a consistent contract recognised by society and overseen by government as it is now. The legal wording at the centre maintains
the solemnity of the occasion and ensures no-one whether celebrant, couple or guests is any doubt about the seriousness of this couple's intentions.
Whilst the legal words keep the standard it should be accepted that other words and expressions of love should be encouraged to reflect the clues own
beliefs.

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Why on earth would you do that? In the event that a couple would want to have both then surely why prohibit that?

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Absolutely not. Marriage is a public ceremony confirming the desire of the couple. It is not a secret assignation to be carried out under cover.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

outdoors,, in the air, and/or

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YU6H-H

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-02 12:29:41

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

 Community Church (Part of  Community Churches)

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Not confidential

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:



Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Potential risk of 'marriages of convenience'. The benefits of married couples could thus be undermined.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

It is my view that offering a short period of application and interview will lead to the risk of hasty and unwise decisions being made. A more protracted
time period encourages personal discussions with family, friends and officiants, and increases a level of commitment and determination.
Two months would be better.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

I agree that, by an in-person interview, it is important to determine motivations and examine the possibility of sham or forced marriages being
conducted.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

-

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Maintaining and creating family connections throughout the UK remains an important consideration and this would create increased amounts of
complication.

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

I believe it's important to publish banns at the church where the wedding is to take place and at the churches of one or both partners where applicable.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

The clergy should have the authority to meet the couple together and independently if they feel it necessary and to be able to request evidence where
there is any doubt.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

I feel it it is important that couples should make separate declarations that there is no impediment to their marriage and jointly so that each one is clear
on the other's history and freedom to marry.

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Please share your views below:

In this consultees view, marriages benefit from the support of a recognised belief system where a higher entity is invoked. An examining body that was
able to compile a list of qualification/non-qualification of non-religious bodies would be extremely helpful. If a simple list of existing organisations were
compiled it may encourage the formation of new, unlisted groups.

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Exclusion would be essential.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Named individuals with a particular calling to the promotion and support of marriage would be preferable to those who simply held office.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

In conjunction with the organisation to which they belong.

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

The existing format is to my mind a good sequence. Why change it? The guests at a wedding are also there as witnesses to agree the correctness of the
statements and confirm the willingness of each partner to agree the terms of their married relationship.

Consultation Question 43:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

The parties will benefit from guidance offered by professional officiants and not necessarily their own desires. Consultation with the officiant is important
and should be encouraged.

Consultation Question 44:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A framework of existing rules/procedures is important to maintain the solemnity and dignity of the wedding service.

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



The complications of civil and religious services are at present difficult to manage within licensed wedding venues. Simplification of the rules would be
very helpful.

Please share your views below:

This is important where there is a mixed congregation. The inclusion of religious content enables better participation from people of faith.

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There are many inappropriate venues - this proposition could lead to poor decisions being made that would denigrate the occasion.

outdoors,, on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

Weddings should be conducted in an appropriate fixed venue for the purpose of recording an exact location and in a place that offers dignity and
solemnity.

Consultation Question 49:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

No

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not at present. It could be introduced later.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

-



Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The current RG License arrange should be kept.

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Passenger vessels mostly but others in rare but notified circumstances.

Consultation Question 71:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

I believe the demand to be rare but in extreme circumstances (life-threatening, health etc) this is a traditional and acceptable process.

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

It is my view that the current law provides sufficient constraint rather than difficulty so that a committed couple are prepared to comply.
Oversimplification by introducing new laws could see a more frivolous approach - possibly more weddings but equally a rising divorce rate.
I would like to see couples, having made their vows to one another, maintaining lifetime commitments bring stability within the family and that stability
reaching out into harmonious society.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I would like to see options for less-expensive weddings but better supported pre-marriage advice and assistance.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

-

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

-

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

I would like to see an easing of rules applying to registered venues to enable both religious and civil weddings to take place at the same location and an
availability of more affordable locations. This however doesn't mean to create inappropriate venues.

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

-

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

-

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

-

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

-

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

-



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

-

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

-



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUT7-X

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-02 12:29:54

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

I'm an individual

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:



I think it's appalling that weddings have been cancelled/ postponed this year. It should be 100% possible to hold a wedding with an officiant, two spouses
and two witnesses socially distanced. I saw an article of a couple whose marriage was delayed for the third time when their area went into Tier 4. It's very
unfair. The legal part of the ceremony doesn't take long and I think should not be tampered with.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Because it causes people to be forced to think about what they are doing more seriously. It prevents it becoming like a drive through scenario in Friends
where they get drunk and get married in Vegas.

Consultation Question 5:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This opens the government up to a tricky scenario where people don't show up for the in person interview then still want to get married anyway. That is
going to create conflict for officiants that is unnecessary. It would only work if it is very clear the in person interview happens or there is no wedding and
the in person interview has to be at least 7 days before (to confirm they are in the country)...

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

see my last answer

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

No: in person interviews all the way. Three people in a room for a ceremony as important as a marriage should be a couple's priority. Make getting
married harder not easier. There should be an equivalent of a driving licence test to see if a couple is actually prepared and understands what they are
doing. That's why divorce rates are so high. It's easy to get married and VERY VERY hard to get divorced (the legal bit isn't hard, it's the life separation
that's hard, I know from personal experience).

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not so good idea. It doesn't allow for an officiant to be ill on the day and ask someone else to do it.

Consultation Question 12:

Other

Please expand on your answer:



Only if these officiants are trained people... not just anyone off the streets. This plan seems open to abuse.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Is this all to do with devolution? I see no benefit in making it harder between parts of the UK.

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

both should apply.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

No

Please expand on your answer:

They need to do all that and express their commitment and the solemnity of it to each other.

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, the officiants and everyone who is involved and attending, and the setting. All of it needs to reflect this is a life altering event of great magnitude not 
to be entered lightly or without serious thought. Weddings have turned into fancy parties in recent years with more focus on the event than the real event



which is the commitment two people are making. 
These things need to be clearly defined so that everyone is observing the seriousness of the lifetime commitment being made.

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No lawful impediment: The preliminaries are not enough. I think where people would be lying about this, it takes a bigger liar to stand in front of a room
full of people to say there is no lawful impediment. It is a necessary part of indicating the ability to give consent to be married.

I think keep the marriage wording as it is! When a couple says only them they are very impacting. Again, this is a MASSIVE commitment and to underplay
it is a huge error.

Marriage isn't a joke and some films have people making up vows that are totally ridiculous. It appears people do not understand what they are doing in
getting married. Getting the marriage process right is essential for preventing divorces, creating families suitable for raising children who benefit from
being raised by two married parents more than single parents. This is so so so so important. Children are being raised in poverty, get worse results in
school, are more likely to become offenders and generally have a harder childhood because of couples splitting. So make sure couples start off on the
right foot in the right way. None of the legal things at the moment take much time at all in the ceremony so why are you messing with it at all? It's not
broke so don't fix it!

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Again, marriage is serious. Couples should go to official places and do official ceremonies so they realise this is a legal, official, serious commitment they
are making. They can go and have a crazy themed party afterwards to celebrate if they want, but there is an honour and beauty to the formal
commitment which should be retained.

Consultation Question 44:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I think marriages should be only in officially registered places and officially registered people doing the ceremonies reflect the legality and seriousness of
the commitment being made. The laws of the UK are internationally respected. If we change our marriage laws to allow people to get married in a piggery
dressed as farmyard animals it makes a mockery of our laws. As I previously said, marriage is a solumn, serious thing with huge life consequences for the
couple and their families, their future children, finances and the focus should be on the solemnity of that commitment and not on how creative the venue
is. I can see there are some scenarios which would be helpful for example churches that do not own their own buildings being able to access suitable
halls or hotel conference rooms, but not just anywhere.

Please share your views below:

None of those should be suitable places. Inside serious buildings like churches, registry offices, hotel conference rooms that reflect the gravity of the
commitment being made.

In the air is a particularly bad idea, given that they would want to prove they were in England to be having an English wedding!

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Locations should absolutely be publicly accessible as a wedding is a public legal event.

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Sorry, those questions lost me.

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Official venues should be chosen by appropriate people who are using a criteria for the suitability of the venue to reflect the seriousness of the
commitment being made.

Consultation Question 52:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Your previous question involving being in the air tells me this is a loose criteria of "safe and dignified". Marriage rates have been falling in the UK so why
on earth do we need to make more venues available? I do not understand the reason for all of this at all. Please do not undermine the seriousness of the
legally binding commitment by making it all too casual.

How about making couples fill in one of these before they get married? The forms you have to fill in for your financial statement when you get divorced.
People need to WAKE UP to the commitment they are making and that it is not a game or trying to create a romance scene from a movie.
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/866784/form-e-eng.pdf

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Guidance should have been produced alongside this consultation in order to make the consultation meaningful.

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

I think couples are getting married less because marriage was "redefined". Just this morning I read an article from a lesbian who has seen a lot of lesbian
marriages fail
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-8974233/Legalising-gay-marriage-caused-surge-divorce-rates-lesbians.html

People see modelled in the media living together without the commitment of marriage. They think it is the same but it is not.... because they have not
irrevocably committed to one another so you can't "simulate" that commitment beforehand.

I think making an increase in venues and making it "easier" makes it less special and less attractive. I think people didn't want marriage redefined (there
was the largest petition against it ever to be handed into parliament at that time and still the legislation was passed which made my brain hurt).

The government should focus on making marriages serious, good quality and keeping marriages together. Give married couple tax advantages, couples
coaching, pre-marriage classes online, incentives to have children... at the moment we're not having enough children per women to keep the
England/Wales population stable according to the chart here we are less than 2 children per woman...
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/birthsdeathsandmarriages/livebirths/bulletins/birthsummarytablesenglandandwales/2019#:~:text=There

Also interesting to note, the divorce reform act seemed to have a large hit on marriages and huge increase in divorces.
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/birthsdeathsandmarriages/marriagecohabitationandcivilpartnerships/bulletins/marriagesinenglandandw

Maybe the divorce law is where you should be looking if you want to increase marriage. Government just passed the no fault divorce law which again hits
against the solemnity and longevity and specialness of marriage. Government needs to revisit their approach over the WHOLE of these different
legislations if you want marriage to increase.... marriage, marriage ceremonies, divorce law, incentives for married couples, protections. I think it's
Switzerland where family court send you for counselling before considering allowing couples to divorce. UK makes it too easy to make a permanent
change (divorce) based on temporary problems. People need incentives to work things though. That's why second and third marriages have even worse
statistics because couples ditch instead of try to solve their problems.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUTZ-1

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-02 12:31:40

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

 Celebrant

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

The costs involved in having a separate, legally recognised wedding is prohibitive for couples wishing to solemnise and celebrate their wedding in a
manner which is meaningful to them.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

The potential benefits of the proposed scheme to couples will be in creating a fairer structure in which there is greater choice, by: 
a) allowing couples to elect who officiates their wedding and the relevance of that person to their beliefs. 
b) removing the restrictive costs of having a separate, legally recognised wedding.



c) creating a more diverse choice of location by removing the monopoly currently awarded to approved sites.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YFPM-1

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-02 12:48:06

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

N/A

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:



Other

Please expand on your answer:

OK, as long as they are UK residents

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

I think one month gives sufficient time to manage any issues that need further enquiry.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

As long as personal identity can be confirmed in some way.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

OK, but at least one other offline notification should be used as well as technology may not be available to everyone.

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Subject to verification that the officiant is suitably registered/qualified.

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, subject to the qualification given in my reply to Question 11.

Please share your views below:

Probably subject to adequate safeguarding.

Consultation Question 13:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Subject to agreement among the various churches/denominations involved.

Consultation Question 14:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Subject to agreement by the Anglican Church

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

I would say that the banns should be published in the local churches of each of the parties involved.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

It seems sensible for safeguarding purposes to protect both the church and the couple concerned.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

I agree that separate declarations should be made at least.

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:

Not sure. Please define what the preliminaries are

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Not sure the meaning of this question.

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Yes.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Yes subject to personal identity verification.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, essential to safeguard the system.

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Subject to obtaining a suitable qualification reference for the independent officiant.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The church leadership must be held accountable in regard to officiants put forward.

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This must be essential formality to be adhered to.

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

To protect against any potential fraud.

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I believe there should be a cap on any fees payable to minimise potential abuse, greed or fraud.

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Otherwise there would be a potential clash between the sacred institution of marriage and the secular viewpoint. They need to be kept apart and
independent from one another due to personal beliefs and values.

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But please define these terms re: dignity and solemnity otherwise how can anyone properly judge what these are in the future.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This upholds a proper framework for compliance purposes.

Consultation Question 37:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, but also to include the body responsible for overseeing the system.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I believe officiants should be re-authorised every 10 years.

Consultation Question 41:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not sure I fully understand this.

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I believe that the parties to the marriage should actually be present at the wedding ceremony.

I also believe that there should be fixed, standard wording for any marriage, as the marriage ceremony should always be seen as a serious commitment
underpinned by the prevailing law of the country. Anything else would have a diluting and destabilising effect on the whole basis for marriage.

Consultation Question 43:

No



Please expand on your answer:

Personal choice should not be a significant factor in relation to the marriage ceremony for reasons I have explained in my response to Q42. Otherwise,
the significance of marriage will be open to potential abuse.

Marriage should always remain a public declaration of commitment between the two parties to the marriage. It should not be trivialised by random,
personal choice.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Lifetime commitment irrespective of health issues or other individual personal circumstances.

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I think people can and do change their minds so it seems sensible to build in some flexibility on this issue.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Public access should be allowed to keep everything out in the open and for justice and fairness to be ensured especially in the case of any possible
'coerced' marriage. Marriage must not be seen merely as a private matter as there could well be serious consequences subsequently emanating from
that approach.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I think there needs to be some sort of flexible framework for location to ensure dignity and respect can be maintained, but I do believe that locations
should be vetted for suitability to support the seriousness of the occasion, so that the ceremony will not be trivialised.

Please share your views below:

Refer to my answer given in Q48.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

All weddings should be accessible to the public as far as practically possible to ensure independent witness is available.

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Keep the sacred and the secular separate.

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Subject to sufficient safeguards for the location being introduced and complied with, and that the words 'safe' and 'dignified' are more clearly defined to
afford sufficient protection being given to the wedding ceremony as a whole.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

The officiant.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, for points 1-3 above.

No

Please expand on your answer:

Mistakes and omissions should not be acceptable. This would indicate a weak and potentially corrupt system.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

All should be free to marry in the above circumstances.

Consultation Question 63:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

As long as the wedding is covered by and fully subject to the prevailing national law

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This could create too many potential problems. Valid locations need to be more firmly grounded to avoid future misunderstandings and conflict.

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Please refer to my answer to Q69.



Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Essential that the name of the officiant is given and that person can be identified in any subsequent investigation.

Consultation Question 72:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not in favour of weddings on ships in international waters.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Not sure of what demand there could be for this but I think the concept is prone to causing problems in the future.

Consultation Question 74:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There needs to be a definitive time limit whatever the circumstances.

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The fee should be reasonable and not excessive to those who are vulnerable or are in special circumstances

Consultation Question 76:

(1) the same fee as other cases in which the registration officer must travel to the person giving notice, set nationally on a cost-recovery basis; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Should be one set fee nationally, irrespective of local authority

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

The same fee should be chargeable irrespective of any party's life circumstances.

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUTP-Q

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-02 12:53:46

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

The original ban on weddings during national lockdown caused considerable distress to many and once allowed the restrictions on numbers and
surrounding restrictions has complicated and changed the day.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:



Please share your views below:

Helps to focus minds on what each person is proposing to do.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Doing so points to the continuity of marriage and its ongoing importance to social stability.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Depends on whether you believe the registration officer will do their job properly.

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Too few members

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

No, "purposes that are unlawful or contrary to public policy or morality too wide."

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Limit fees, marriage ceremony should not be promoted as a profitable business.

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

We need to define what is meant by "dignity and solemnity" of marriage. If it goes wrong it has huge social, personal and economic consequences.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Depends whether you believe that the relevant institution can be trusted. If they fail to do their job properly the right to officiate could be taken away for
a time or the monitoring role could be given to a third party.

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The consequences of marriage for society, and the individual are massive. Therefore have a prescribed form of words to express consent. It avoids
debate over whether married or not in future. legal certainty is no bad thing. Keep wording about no legal impediment, it should be formally and publicly
made, no harm in repetition

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This seems to open up all the issues about the marriage being treated with "dignity and solemnity".

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage ceremony's should be public

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No



Please expand on your answer:

The proposal again contradicts the principle that weddings should he dignified and solemn events. Given the economic consequences of a bad marriage
the state should not be facilitating their promotion in ways that might seem like a "bit of fun" at the time.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a matter of interest to society

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

The dignified and solemn principle needs to be given effect to so that the test is whether the "wedding location provides for a dignified, solemn and safe
wedding ceremony". Guidance on this needs to be provided.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 77:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUTE-C

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-02 12:58:21

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

N/A

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not in such a marriage.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:



Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

For this to be workable very clear guidance would have to be given as to what constitutes sufficient upholding of the dignity and solemnity of marriage -
and what does not.

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

While a marriage is an intensely personal matter, it is also a legal ceremony and a matter of public interest and of public record.Therefore, each of the
two participants should be heard by those present to confirm publically and in person that they are free to marry each other and each consents to be so
married. This to be done irrespective of whatever information is included in marriage documentation.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a very solemn undertaking traditionaly involving a lifetime and exclusive commitment to each other. It is a public declaration in which the
families concerned and the wider society and the state have an interest.

Any marriage ceremony has to acknowledge these issues and incorporate some elements common to all marriage services if the state is to avoid
inadvertantly permitting grades of marriage to emerge in the public perception. Popularity on social media should not be a major factor in wedding plans.
The wedding ceremony should be dignified and appropriate to such a significant event in the couples' lives.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A marriage has a public significance because of the nature of the undertakings embodied in it. There should be no chance that the two participants can
mistake it to be a purely private matter, concerning no one but themselves, however private they may wish the ceremony to be.
Also, the open doors policy provides an element of protection against a forced marriage and should be retained for that.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:



A decision to marry may well be the most important decision any two people take in their lifetimes. A marriage also affects the families concerned as well
as society and the state. The venue should always be an appropriate place in which to hold such a significant ceremony.

outdoors,, on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

There should always be the possibility of public access to a wedding ceremony and the venue should also meet clear requirements for dignity and public
safetyand enable the serious nature of the marriage ceremony to be emphasised.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

For reasons already stated, there should always be access for the public. A marriage is not a private matter.

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

There would have to be very, very clear and detailed guidance as to what is meant by these two words.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUT6-W

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-02 13:04:56

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

No

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

No



Consultation Question 9:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

outdoors,, on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration



Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YU6C-C

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-02 13:24:22

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Many churches, e.g., free churches, house churches, rely on civil registrars to register weddings because the church leadership do not have their own
authorised person to register weddings. This may because the church is small or does not have an ordained minister, or because weddings are held
infrequently and the church leadership are less familiar with the legal requirements of the marriage ceremony.

For churches that do not have an authorised person, if a registration officer is not allowed to officiate at a church wedding then couples who attend such
churches will need a civil ceremony separate to their church wedding.

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

There is a danger here that organisations (religious or otherwise) could be penalised for holding views that are “contrary to public policy or morality”.
These criteria are very subjective. Popular culture is increasingly at odds with faithful biblical teaching on marriage, sexual ethics and identity. A church
that does not agree with, for example, same-sex marriage could be excluded for nominating officiants.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Allowing independent officiants would open the door to those who do not place a high value on marriage. Marriage is a solemn covenant made between
two people. There must be both clear safeguards around what counts as a "safe" and "dignified" location for a marriage to take place as well as around
the content of the ceremony itself. The proposals need to clearly define what "safe" and "dignified" mean.

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, I agree BUT officiants should have a wider responsibility to ensure that the content and tone of the legal ceremony upholds the dignity and solemnity
of marriage. The proposal also needs to define what is meant by "dignity" and "solemnity".

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This proposal does away with the “prescribed words”. These words form a foundation for the declarations and consents that are required for a marriage,
that both parties are free to marry and to express their consent to do so.

Marriage is founded on solemn promises made between two people. Under these proposals it would be possible to have a legally recognised wedding in
which no words were said between the couple or any promises made.

The proposal suggests that it would be possible for someone to get married without being present at the wedding ceremony as simply signing the
marriage schedule makes the wedding legal. How do we know that this was not done forcibly and without consent?

There is already a large amount of flexibility in the wedding ceremony. The prescribed words are minimal. It is not very much to ask a couple getting
married to say publicly that they both freely consent to the lifetime commitment they are entering into.

Marriage has been the bedrock of our society for centuries. A marriage is not just about the couple but society at large. Allowing wholly personalised
wedding ceremonies without any legally required words would send the message that marriage is an entirely private matter, just like a personal hobby.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The marriage ceremony is a serious, joyful, and solemn occasion. A particular ceremony should not just be allowed because the couple wants it, but
because it is appropriate for such a significant event. The idea that a couple should be able to choose everything about a wedding ceremony comes from
a wrong view of marriage. As I have already said, marriage has been the bedrock of our society for centuries. A wedding is a public declaration in which
society and the state have an interest.

Non-legally binding ceremonies can already be as personalised as people want them to be. There is already ample scope for those who want to get
married under water, in the air, or dressed up as Mickey and Minnie mouse in Disneyland!

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

The “open doors” requirement was introduced hundreds of years ago as a protection against forced marriage and bigamy. This is still a problem in our 
society today.



 
The open doors requirement helps convey the public nature of weddings. Removing it will encourage a false perception that marriage is a private matter
without any public significance.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I can see how this would benefit churches like mine that meet in a school hall BUT the overarching requirement is that the venue should be dignified and
safe and appropriate for a wedding ceremony. The consultation states that venues would need to be “dignified and safe” but lacks definition on what this
means or how it will be upheld.

Please share your views below:

Some venues are inappropriate for a wedding ceremony. I am not quite sure what the Law Commission defines as "in the air"? If that is while skydiving or
parachuting, I would not think that meets the "safe" test. If it does, it means that the “safe” test at least doesn't seem too hard to meet and that does not
bode well. Clear guidelines would need to be drawn up regarding venues that are inappropriate settings and trivialise marriage.

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There is a lack of clarity in how venues would be tested for “dignity” and “safety”. I would like to see this guidance before answering further.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUTF-D

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-02 13:28:57

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Multiagency working is crucial in this matter

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YU66-Y

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-02 13:51:57

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Church of England

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Other

Please expand on your answer:



I certainly agree with the proposal, but would wish there also to be a clear definition of what dignity and solemnity mean in this case; i.e. not just the
demeanour and comportment of the individual officiating, but a clear duty on the part of the officiant to ensure that the couple concerned are taking the
marriage ceremony seriously. This has to do with the wording of the couple's commitment to each other, and also with the public-facing aspect of the
marriage. The entire institution will otherwise be demeaned and potentially whittled away to meaninglessness.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

In order to maintain at least a minimum degree of comparability.

Consultation Question 37:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not enough accountability: too much risk of conflict of interest and insider connivance.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This might ensure a more even standard of conduct and accountability, and allow a more transparent complaints procedure in the event of legal
disputes.

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

For the same reasons as answer 38.

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It would rob the ceremony of its meaning and seriousness if one of the parties had just signed and was not present.
I believe that a minimum form of prescribed words is essential for marriage to retain its legal status and dignity. There is plenty of flexibility at present for
all sorts of additions and variations.
In times when forced marriage is still a reality, it is very important for both parties to be able to affirm their free consent to the lifelong nature of the
marriage commitment.
Weddings are not simply events for the benefit of the individuals, but public, social and legal statements, not private personal fancies.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Whereas a couple at present can choose most elements of the wedding ceremony, there still remains a core, prescribed set of statements and promises
or vows. An official wedding is a public declaration. Recent unofficial weddings taking for example, Harry Potter or Star Wars as their theme, might
justifiably be claimed to have been simply a good excuse for a party with friends rather than a setting for a solemn and weighty commitment.
It is a false view of marriage which reduces a wedding ceremony and its wording purely to personal choice, even if the officiant agrees. I believe that
within every ceremony there should still remain a standard, short set of prescribed words lending weight and status and public respect to the occasion.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This can be very important for people of faith in a civil ceremony, particularly if one party has a different faith from the other, but the other agrees.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This could be unnecessarily upsetting for people of faith, whichever faith it is.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Again, the "open doors" requirement protects the parties from forced, sham or unsuitable marriages, and reinforces the important public nature of
wedding declarations.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Certain locations might be secret, inaccessible, or inappropriate, even if they are deemed to be safe and dignified.
It is known that up to now unofficial ceremonies have taken place underwater and in a dungeon; to have such venues officially licensed would seem to be
completely incompatible with the dignity of marriage.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No



Please expand on your answer:

Better to have regulatory backing and some guidelines rather than leaving the entire responsibility up to the officiant, who might otherwise come under
undue pressure from a demanding couple.

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, but with the help of guidelines as suggested below. Otherwise the notions of safety and dignity could be interpreted very differently by different
officiants.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This in my view would be vital.
A detailed set of definitions with examples of good and bad practice should be produced.

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Much clearer for identity proof and for legal matters.

Consultation Question 55:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YU6X-1

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-02 14:11:37

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

i am a private citizen

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A union that is not registered by/at law is not a marriage, just an informal sexual relationship.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:



Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not doing this would not allow an interested party, for example an ex or current partner, to take remedial or preventative action

Consultation Question 5:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is obviously essential that notice must be given at the registration district in which each of the proposed partners live for the same reason as answered
in question 4.

By all means notify every other district in the land if you wish. Publish it the daily press, and put an advert on TV if you feel inclined.

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

Two weeks would be sensible.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Remote interviews are not even remotely worth consideration.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Rather a stupid question.

Consultation Question 9:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Should primarily be displayed via the local parish church of both participants.
after that, online, on radio, on TV in the national press, wherever you choose.

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

1. YES

2. YES

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

YES, YES,YES!

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

So, basically, a DIY Micky Mouse wedding, and why not print the certificate
on Toy-town paper?!
Let's try and maintain a little dignity please!

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:



A wedding is a legal and public declaration of intention, and like the Will of a deceased
person should be open and available to all interested parties.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a serious act of lifetime commitment and should not be trivialised by taking
place in a public lavatory , sewage works or fireworks factory.

outdoors,, on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

Again, let's not trivialise the institution of marriage.
In all instances a marriage should be conducted in a place open to all, and free
to enter, the ideal place being a church building.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Absolutely not, for reasons previously given.

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This should be defined by law.

No

Please expand on your answer:

As above

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Not after. Concurrent with.

Consultation Question 55:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Always in the main spoken language of the land.

Consultation Question 56:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A wedding is a public event, not an online sale.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUTG-E

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-02 14:27:23

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

 Celebrant

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

three days;

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Agree to offering the choice of in-person or remotely, in light of current restrictions imposed by Covid-19 we should be embracing technology and making
the process more accessible for all

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Agree, as above the process should be more flexible

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Should be longer, especially while we are living with Covid

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Guidance should be limited to legalities of registering the ceremony and not dictating style, format, length or wording of ceremony

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This would require further consultation. Independent celebrants would need reassurances that any monitoring and/or investigations do not impact on
their livelihood or impede their ceremonies.



Consultation Question 40:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Time limit confirm a officiant is authorised to practice or limit to the length of permission to practice? The former should have an agreed turnaround time
from application to authorisation

Consultation Question 41:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Define 'continuing professional development' will this incur costs for the independent official? How frequent would this be?

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Remove the licence for venues and attach to the officiant/registration district instead

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Who is the pre-approval process for the GRO or any independent officiant? If optional what is the benefit?

Please share your views below:

see above

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Both parents should be added but clearly stipulated this is optional

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No



Please expand on your answer:

should be witnessed

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

it is currently inflexible, allow remote notice appointments and allow same day notice giving and registration for the terminally ill

Consultation Question 63:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

yes and see above

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

No

Please expand on your answer:

make longer

Consultation Question 67:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

should follow same principal of being safe and dignified and assessed by the officiant

Consultation Question 71:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes to above but not sure why the name of officiant shouldn't be supplied?

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Electronic registration in the first instance which also allows for proposed date of returning schedule to be included

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Needs further consultation on how this would work in practice so as not to unfairly (dis)advantage any party

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Where weddings are confined due to one place due to a person's health or incarceration costs should be minimal

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Further consultation needed on the process and justification of proposed fee

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

The current law is inflexible and restrictive. Register offices can charge extortionate fees to attend approved premises with little or no change to a register
office ceremony in terms of ceremony style and timings. Register office can unfairly influence couples' decisions on the type of ceremony they wish to
have e.g. forcing them to legally register the ceremony at their chosen venue before the independent celebrant-led ceremony, therefore impacting the
couple's plans and effectively making them pay twice for their ceremony.



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Register offices dictate the availability of statutory weddings - the preferred method for couples opting for a non-legal celebrant-led wedding ceremony as
the 'main' event. This forces couples into either paying for a more expensive legal ceremony which suits the register officer and/or dropping their
celebrant plans altogether

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YU6M-P

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-02 14:46:30

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

n/a

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

n/a

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

n/a

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

n/a

Consultation Question 2:



Please share your views below:

n/a

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

The postponment twice of the wedding of a Christian couple who were due to be married during the first period of lockdown caused them real problems.
Believing it was wrong to cohabit they were unable to set up home together in the flat they had jointly committed to rent from shortly before the original
date of their wedding. They were able to marry in a small ceremony after the end of lockdown. We believe they should have been permitted the option of
marriage on the original date with the attendance limited to the couple, the officiant and two witnesses.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The in-person interview must not be dropped but a later date is acceptable

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

7 days or fewer is not long enough to resolve any issues that might have arisen during the interview. The minimum period should be 21 days.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Remote interviews do not give the necessary opportunities to fully probe if there are concerns such as the possibility of a forced marriage.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Continue

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If the officiant is changed a church should have the option to withdraw its agreement to the use of its premises for the wedding without any risk of a
challenge under Equality law.

Consultation Question 12:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If the officiant is changed a church should have the option to withdraw its agreement to the use of its premises for the wedding without any risk of a
challenge under Equality law.

Please share your views below:

Acceptable but if the officiant is changed a church should have the option to withdraw its agreement to the use of its premises for the wedding without
any risk of a challenge under Equality law.

Consultation Question 13:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

No view

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

1. The clergy should have this power and should use it.
2. The clergy should be required to meet each of the couple separately to check their understanding and to reduce the risk of a forced marriage.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

We have no view

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

We support this Christian involvement

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

We strongly agree. We regard it is of fundamental importance that an officiant conducting a wedding in our building holds to our statement of faith

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

A list would be helpful

Consultation Question 25:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

We do not have a formal membership. Legally the eight charity trustees are the members of the charity. The test should be the number of individuals
who meet regularly for worship.
What would be the position if a church's membership/congregation falls below 20? Would this terminate the officiant's nomination?
Would the church be able to nominate a replacement officiant if the current individual wishes to retire?

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Exclusion on the grounds of the promotion of purposes that are unlawful or contrary to public policy or morality is potentially highly dangerous because
it starts to interfer with the freedom of religion.
Like most churches there are issues on which we believe the Bible sets standards which are not in line with current public policy. For example we believe
that marriage is a union between a man and a woman and that life is sacred and therefore abortion is not simply a matter of a woman's choice. It would
be totally unacceptable to find we were not able to nominate an officiant on the grounds that we hold to generally accepted Christian doctrine.
This proposal could also give small but vocal lobby groups the opportunity to drive their own agenda.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Agree

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Strongly agree



Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Strongly agree

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Strongly agree.
If officiating became a business it could fundamentally alter the nature of weddings and therefore marriage.

Consultation Question 33:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

We support prohibition from acting with a conflict of interest.
We favour a maximum scale of fees to limit the risk of a officiant in reality undertaking the duties as a trade or profession.

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Very strongly agree. We favour a wider responsibility which should include ensuring the dignity and solemnity of the wedding ceremony.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The guidance should not be a straight jacket. It should clarify what is meant by dignity and solemnity.

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

An officiant should not be de-authorised because they hold views which agree with the doctrines of the church and in particular that marriage is between
a man and a woman.

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a very serious and very imporant contract which must be treated as such. The prescribed words should be retained and signing is a record of
the contract.
Marriage is both a personal choice and a public matter and the words and nature of the contract require total clarity.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The dignity and solemnity of marriage must be maintained and this requires a form and ceremony which limits the parties' choice.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Although we agree there should be no special rules this should not be taken to mean "any thing goes". Dignity and solemnity are still necessary.

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

We believe strongly that any religious content should be led by an individual who holds the approriate religious beliefs .

Please share your views below:

The officiant should have the authority to determine what is appropriate.

Consultation Question 46:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Repeal would remove a protection against forced marriage.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

A wedding must take place in a location which is appropriate for a dignified and solemn event.



Please share your views below:

Weddings in private homes risk enforced marriage.

Weddings outdoors or on inland waters risk being neither solemn nor dignified.

Weddings in the air should not be allowed. They are unlikely to be solemn and dignified and more importantly cannot have "open doors".

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Public access protects against forced marriage

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Mixing civil, religious and non-religious belief weddings risks the quadruple lock which is very important to us.

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

1. Local registration service
2. The local registration service should ensure the location meets the safety, dignity and solemnity standards and publish a list of pre-approved locations
with clarity over which locations offer civil, which offer religious and which offer non-religioud beliefs ceremonies.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

For a same sex wedding the officiant should have a mandatory obligation to satisfy himself/herself that the relevent religious governing authority has
opted in.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

For a same sex wedding the officiant should have a mandatory obligation to satisfy himself/herself that the relevent religious governing authority has
opted in.

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It should also be an offence to officiate at a same sex marriage in a religious building which the officant knew or should have known had not opted in

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

No knowledge of problems

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

3. The officiant, the couple and the witnesses at a remote wedding ceremony must be able to see each other.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Dignity and solemnity must be maintained

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Dignity and solemnity must be maintained

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Dignity and solemnity must be maintained

Consultation Question 71:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:



We are not aware of a demand

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(2) there should be no fee.

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals



Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

We do not believe the current law discourages or prevents couples from getting married

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

We have no view

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

We have no view

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

We have no view

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

We have no view

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

We have no view

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

We have no view

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

We have no view

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

We have no view

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

We have no view

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

We have no view

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

We do not believe the proposals will alter our costs as a religious building
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

It is not clear whether arrangements for a wedding can be made prior to an in-person interview.

If they can, then three days would be an appropriate period of time

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

I think an in-person interview is essential, to guard against the possibilities of a sham or a forced marriage. A remote interview would be more open to
fraudulent activity or deceit.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

No opinion

Consultation Question 9:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Only if unbreakable safeguards are put in place for those who might be at risk

Consultation Question 10:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I don't understand the question

Consultation Question 11:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Why would the schedule need to be amended?

Consultation Question 12:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Only if the substitute officiant has already been vetted and judged fit to preside at wedding ceremonies.

Please share your views below:

Only if the substitute officiant has already been vetted and judged fit to preside at wedding ceremonies.

Consultation Question 13:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

This seems sensible - although it might inconvenience couples who wish to listen to their banns being read in the church nearest to them.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

This would be an onerous task for a clergyman, and probably inconvenient for a couple, in most circumstances. I think this is the role of the state

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

I agree with this proposal.

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:

Much simpler

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Having two registration officers present is a safeguard.

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

I agree with this proposal.

Organizations which could not demonstrate more than a whimsical set of beliefs should be on the list.

Consultation Question 25:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

If a marriage, and its initiating ceremony, are to be taken seriously, it surely requires a group with a membership of many more than 20.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Public policy and morality are not necessarily in accord with what many major religions have taught over centuries, particularly in regard to sexuality and
marriage. This proposal would interfere with the right of all groups in a democracy to express sincerely-held views

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

If one assumes that office-holders had already been vetted and/or trained in some way , this proposal would be acceptable.

Consultation Question 28:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

On condition that nominated officiants would have to go through some sort of vetting procedure before registration

Consultation Question 29:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

On condition that independent officiants would have to go through some sort of vetting procedure before registration

Consultation Question 30:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Of course, but as in my answers to questions 28 and 29, the General Register Office would have the duty of vetting any individuals nominated.

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:



The amount of the fee should not be left to an officiant - there should be a nationally-set sum

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Of course! But would that only be in the manner of their own behaviour in the conduct of a ceremony, or would they have the power to influence the
nature of the ceremony itself?

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This should be the role of the General Register Office, or similar independent body

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

It might be as well to require officiants to re-register every few years.

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Clause 4 above seems to indicate that it is not necessary to be present in person to become married. This would be extraordinary! 
 
If a marriage ceremony is the public declaration of a couple's determination to live together committedly, faithfully, permanently, it must require each to 
be present. 
 
Question 35 of the previous section requires officiants to uphold the dignity and solemnity of marriage. To allow a ceremony with only one half of the 
couple present does not do this.



 
Neither is the dignity or solemnity of marriage upheld if couples do not make some oral declaration. Those present at the ceremony need to hear their
intention expressed in fitting words.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Current Anglican and civil weddings allow a couple to personalize the ceremony in appropriate ways. To ditch any sort of official form of words, as the
assumption behind this question seems to indicate, risks reducing the marriage ceremony to an undignified and far-from-solemn rite which appeals to
the couple at this particular juncture in their lives.

A wedding ceremony is a public declaration of an intention to live in society as a committed couple - there should be an agreed form of words that dignify
the ceremony, and which society can understand and support.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I don't really understand the question

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I think it is important that public access should be allowed to any wedding. This would be - partly to guard against forced marriages. But it would also
reinforce the fact that a marriage ceremony is a public indication of a private decision which has implications for society at large

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

For a wedding ceremony to be solemn and dignified (words which have recurred throughout this consultation), its setting needs to reinforce this. There
needs to be some control over what are "fit and proper" places, as well as who are "fit and proper" persons to preside at ceremonies.

outdoors,, on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

A wedding ceremony is a public act, the start of a marriage bond which will have long-term implications for society. Its setting should reflect this.

Consultation Question 49:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I do not understand this question



Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I think wedding locations should be registered as such with the General Register Office, not left to an individual's decision

Consultation Question 52:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I reiterate my answer to Question 51 - I think wedding locations should be registered as such with the General Register Office, not left to an individual's
decision

An officiant is just that - a person who takes the couple through a dignified and solemn marriage ceremony. They should not be given the additional
responsibility of deciding the merits of the venue or location.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Of course, if officiants have to assess the suitability of a location, they will need guidance. But as I have expressed in my previous answers, I do not think
officiants should be given this responsibility.

Consultation Question 53:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This seems to be setting up two systems where one would do - a requirement that all wedding locations should be registered with the General Register
Office

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I think it is important that a marriage can only be solemnized in the presence of witnesses. If none are present, it is void.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If a couple do not cohabit after going through all the formalities, it makes a nonsense of the marriage ceremony, and the marriage should not be deemed
valid.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

If time is of the essence, this would seem harsh.

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 67:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This provision would need strict guidelines and safeguards

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Even if there is demand, I do not think these proposals should be enacted - they are not in keeping with the dignity and solemnity of marriage.

Consultation Question 74:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Is there not a case for compassion in these circumstances, as in Question 76?

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

It is interesting that Question 85 suggests that these proposals are intended to increase the number of couples who are legally married - an aim I concur
with!

However, are they made at the cost of reducing society's view of the dignity and solemnity and value of marriage itself? The proposals to allow
ceremonies to take place in all sorts of venues, with all sorts of non-prescribed content, seem to encapsulate the view that marriage is a private and
personal affair, at the whim of the couple themselves. The do not acknowledge that wider society has an interest in marriages, whether religious,
non-religious or civil, being undertaken solemnly and for life.

Consultation Question 86:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUTY-Z

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-02 14:59:11

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

 Celebrant (Independant) member of the Fellowship Of Professional Celebrants

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

not married

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:



N/A

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

As an independent celebrant I along with everyone else involved in the wedding industry found that couples were not given enough freedom of choice as
to how and where they were able to marry. Celebrants gave a another option of choice but our hands were tied as were were exempt and not recognised
as a body capable of performing a ceremony under the governments guidelines resulting in a huge loss of business.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It would be easier for individuals

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

n/a

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

I think this could still be a possibility whether interviewed remotely or not, people will still slip through the net.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

yes it should still be possible

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This could help protect vulnerable people

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

n/a

Consultation Question 11:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

n/a



Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

n/a

Please share your views below:

n/a

Consultation Question 13:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

n/a

Consultation Question 14:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

n/a

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

n/a

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

n/a

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

n/a

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:

n/a

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

n/a

Consultation Question 21:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Many people seeking to get married in a style, time and place of their choice choose celebrants over other officiants that are restricted by license.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Other

Please expand on your answer:



n/a

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

there should be no limits

Consultation Question 49:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Other

Other

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 64:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(2) there should be no fee.

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:



n/a

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

n/a

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

n/a

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

n/a

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

n/a

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

n/a

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

n/a

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

n/a

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

n/a

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

n/a

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

n/a

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

n/a



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUT4-U

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-02 15:14:50

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

None.

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A church might not have their own person or he may be unavailable when needed.

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

"....contrary to public policy or morality" is too vague and open to abuse by people who have their own agenda or idea of morality.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Too vague again. Who would qualify as an independent officiant and how? Sounds like this would be a great help those organising sham marriages.

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I've seen secretly filmed sham marriages where those getting married have never met and are just "marrying" to gain UK residency. Some don't even
speak the same language and clearly have no idea what's going on. Saying "required to express their consent to be married to each other, whether orally
or otherwise" makes it easier for a fraudster to say to the fake couple, "Don't worry - you won't have to speak, I'll deal with it all for you."

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is too vague: "the form and ceremony chosen by the parties and agreed to by the officiant". People will feel free to do whatever they want with no
restrictions and they'd compete to see who could get the most publicity by thinking up ever more ridiculous and inappropriate ideas.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This would also help fraudsters with their sham marriages.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

"Anywhere" is too vague. Without rules, people will do inappropriate things that we haven't even imagined. That's why we have them.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YU1V-T

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-02 15:17:03

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::
County (optional)

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Documentary evidence should be required and checked in order to ensure fraudulent marriages are avoided.
The couple should meet a member of the clergy separately as well as as couple.



Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Definitely.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Many Churches do not have an authorised person to conduct a marriage and therefore would want a Registration officer present.
Some Churches do not conduct a lot of marriages and would not want to fall foul of new wedding laws.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Care would need to be taken that views on marriage, sexual ethics which may not be in line with popular culture are not penalised.
'contrary to public policy or morality' is too subjective and would probably change over time. Clear objective criteria would need to be in place.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is one of the institutions upon which a stable and coherent society is based.
Anything which trivialises a solemn legal commitment would not be wise. Allowing independent celebrants may cause this to happen.

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If the prescribed words are not used, this may have reduce the seriousness and solemnity of the commitment which marriage is. It could become an
almost meaningless ceremony, even if that is not the intention.
There are currently plenty of ways in which the ceremony can be 'personalised' even within the use of the prescribed words.
Marriage does not need to be trivialised

Consultation Question 43:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is not a private affair, but a public declaration of commitment and a building block of society. The ceremony should be open to anyone in order
to protect against bigamy or forced marriage.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Venues should be both 'safe' and 'dignified'. These terms would be need to be clarified and may mean different things to different people.
Allowing weddings to take place anywhere is another step in trivialising marriage instead of emphasising its solemnity and legality.



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUTJ-H

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-02 15:22:22

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

N/A

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Around half of places of worship registered for weddings do not have a person authorised to conduct weddings. Many of these will be churches, who are
able to conduct weddings at the moment but will not be able to under the proposals unless they appoint an authorised person.

This idea poses a danger of some churches falling foul of weddings law, as they are required to take responsibility for unfamiliar legalities in order to hold
a religious ceremony.

Consultation Question 21:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

“Contrary to public policy or morality” is too subjective an assessment. It would risk those with unpopular but entirely legal views being excluded from
nominating officiants.

The test should focus on objective criteria. These could include promoting purposes that are illegal or support illegal activity (such as terrorism), that
advocate the violent overthrow of democracy, or that undermine the rule of law.



Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Currently, wedding officiants are either highly trained registrars or religious representatives who are likely to have strongly-held beliefs on marriage.
Allowing independent officiants would open the door to those who may not place such a high value on marriage.

Currently there is no financial incentive to officiate a wedding. Opening up a market for independent officiants makes wedding vows a commercial
concern. Those more willing to be flexible with the ceremony would be likely to profit the most, encouraging people to push the boundaries. This also
risks defeating the goal of reducing costs of wedding venues, which was one of the stated aims the Government gave the Law Commission in 2018.

One reason couples might choose independent officiants is because they have been refused the religious ceremony of their choice. This might happen
where a couple’s beliefs or behaviour are not consistent with the religion they choose for the wedding. Having an independent officiant conduct a
pseudo-religious ceremony could misrepresent the religious group’s position on, for example, same-sex marriage. Or there might be beliefs from more
than one religion brought into a single ceremony, giving a distorted picture of all the faiths involved.

Consultation Question 30:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I agree with the proposed duty, but say that it does not go far enough. Officiants should have a wider responsibility to ensure that the content and tone of
the legal ceremony upholds the dignity and solemnity of marriage.

The proposals need to define what is meant by ‘dignity’ and ‘solemnity’. The consultation seems to view ceremonies taking place “in the air” as being
compatible with these tests, which suggests they are easy standards to reach.

Consultation Question 36:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The prescribed words form a foundation for the declarations that are required for a marriage. Without them the wedding ceremony can be as
meaningless as a couple or officiant chooses, and legal marriage can become nothing more than a certificate from the Government.

Marriage is founded on solemn promises made between two parties. Under these proposals it would be possible to have a legally recognised wedding in
which no words were said between the couple, let alone promises of any kind.

The commitment made in marriage must be taken very seriously, and without the prescribed words it is much easier to treat the ceremony casually.

The prescribed words are only a small part of the entire wedding ceremony. The rules are already extremely flexible about what happens in the rest of
the ceremony. It is hard to imagine a genuine wedding in which the prescribed words could not be included at some stage.

Allowing wholly personalised wedding ceremonies without any legally-required words would send the message that marriage is an entirely private
matter.

It should not be possible for someone to get married without being present at the wedding ceremony. Simply signing the marriage schedule is
inadequate.

The idea that a couple should be able to completely personalise their ceremony comes from a wrong view of marriage. A wedding is not just about the
couple. The couple enter into a union which is understood by society and has been legally defined. So society and the law have an interest in the making
of a public declaration. The logic of a wholly self-defined marriage ceremony is for marriage to be decoupled from the law and wider society. Marriage
would become an entirely private matter, rather like a personal hobby.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Marriage is a seriousness and solemn ceremony. A particular ceremony should not just be allowed because the couple wants it, but because it is
appropriate for such a significant event.

The idea that a couple should be able to choose everything about a wedding ceremony comes from a wrong view of marriage. A wedding is a public
declaration in which society and the state have an interest.

Non-legally binding ceremonies can already be as personalised as people want. These have included ceremonies underwater, in a sadomasochism
dungeon, at a comic book convention with a couple dressed as fictional characters, and at a ruined leper hospital on Hallowe’en. Another involved a
couple dressed as hedgehogs. Personalisation will damage the dignity of the wedding ceremony.

A requirement for officiants to ensure that the ceremony does not undermine the dignity and solemnity of marriage is too subjective. It will not prevent
couples finding an officiant to agree to even the most outlandish wishes.

The possibility of fully-tailored wedding ceremonies will encourage commercialisation. Those more willing to be flexible with the ceremony would be likely
to profit the most, encouraging people to push the boundaries.

If people can entirely customise their own weddings, they might blend together different elements from faith ceremonies inappropriately, effectively
making a parody of those ceremonies. This could be highly offensive to people of those faiths.

Consultation Question 44:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The ‘open doors’ requirement is a valuable part of wedding day celebrations, making it clear that marriage is not a private affair, but rather is important to
society as a whole.

The opposite is also important; weddings which are not publicly accessible make a statement that the marriage is private and of interest only to the
couple. This couldn’t be further from the truth.

Ensuring that weddings are open to any member of the public, rather than just those invited, is a way of protecting against forced marriage and bigamy,
for example.

The open doors requirement was introduced hundreds of years ago as a protection against forced marriage. This is still a problem in our society.

Removing the requirement encourages a false perception that marriage is a private matter without any public significance.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Venues should not simply be allowed because marrying couples want them, but because 
they are appropriate places to hold such a significant ceremony. 
 
There are some specific benefits in a wider variety of venues being allowed (for example churches who do not own their own building), but you should 
express caution that this should not legitimise inappropriate settings.



 
Unofficial wedding ceremonies have taken place in an S&M dungeon, underwater, and at a Comic Book convention with a couple dressed as comic book
heroes. It would be completely incompatible with the dignity of marriage for venues like these to host legal weddings. 
 
It is unclear what safeguards will prevent unsuitable venues being used. How will the dignity of such ceremonies be guaranteed? 
 
The consultation states that venues would need to be ‘dignified’ and ‘safe’, but lacks precision on what this means or how it will be tested. Venues must
not detract from the solemn occasion of the wedding. 
 
The Law Commission has made it clear it sees no objection to weddings “in the air”, suggesting that the terms ‘dignified’ and ‘safe’ could be interpreted
very broadly.

outdoors,, on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

Please see my comments above.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There is a lack of clarity in how venues would be tested for “dignity” and “safety”. While the proposals call for guidance from the General Register Office,
the terms are not defined and stringent safeguards should be proposed.

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

I have observed two live-streamed weddings on YouTube during COVID-19 restrictions. They were still joyful occasions, though obviously muted by the
restricted numbers allowed to attend in person. The aspect of each wedding being both a solemn and happy event, because of the promises made and
evident commitment to life-long union, was evident and uplifting.



Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If a marriage is to succeed in the long term, the couple need a supportive social structure and at least a little social stability at the start. This is less likely to
be the case if the prospective couple are not living in the area.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

No. The phrase 'contrary to public policy or morality' sounds to be loaded with ambiguity and could be used to exclude a number of organisations which
uphold public good but may stand against some aspects of public morality at any given time, as public morality is not fixed.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There is some expansion needed to indicate what it means to 'uphold the dignity and solemnity of marriage'. The way in which the marriage is conducted,
in terms of manner, setting, and words used, need to fall into the 'dignified and solemn' category.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes as long as the guidance upholds the 'dignity and solemnity' of marriage.

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The proposals seem to detract from the 'dignity and solemnity' of marriage. The public declaration should remain. Marriage should not be approached in
the manner of a business contract, but as an anticipated life-long union for the benefit of the couple and society as a whole, which needs public witnesses
and public support.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Again there is an issue here relating to upholding the 'dignity and solemnity' of marriage. The wedding is not just about the couple, but making a solemn
commitment to each other, the wider public and the state, for all to benefit. If the form and ceremony proposed do not sufficiently respect the
seriousness of marriage, then it is doubtful whether the parties really understand what they are doing.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Why would you remove this option? The civil wedding would provide the legally binding commitment, but on rare occasions it may be felt that a religious
service is beneficial for some interested parties.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A wedding should be seen as a public declaration of commitment for the benefit of the couple, society and state. It should not just be a private affair,
which could also introduce dangers of forced marriage.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:



No

Please expand on your answer:

The 'dignity and solemnity' of marriage precludes some potential wedding venues. This is linked to the proposal to allow the parties to select their own
form and content of the wedding ceremony. The wedding is a matter of commitment by the couple for the benefit of society and state, as well as
themselves, and the venue should be appropriate. A venue such as a boxing ring might not align with the value of marriage.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

No

Please expand on your answer:

As long as the venue upholds the 'dignity and solemnity' of marriage, then if the parties, venue, and officiant involved are willing, the law should not
restrict the venue based on whether it is seen as religious or not.

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The officiant should have a veto on the venue as part of upholding the 'dignity and solemnity' of marriage.

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There needs to be careful definition of a location that is safe and dignified. The location should also be in tune with the solemn nature of marriage, and
need for the wedding to be public, so 'safe and dignified' only covers some of the beneficial criteria.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 56:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

There were no legal barriers to my husband and I getting married 15 years ago.

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

My stepson and partner cancelled their wedding because of covid restrictions.



Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is seen to be a sacrament by many in which a priest or vicar should officiate. This belief should be upheld.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please be explicit about the definitions of dignity and solemnity with regard to marriage.

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The whole point of the marriage ceremony is the public declaration that the couple make by saying vows/making promises to each other. Signing a
document as consent would mean that the couple do not have to be present at the wedding which would be farcical. Spoken words should be a part of
the ceremony.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Free choice of the form of the ceremony could lead to all manner of things being allowed which would detract from the solemnity of marriage.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Anglican, Jewish and Quaker groups should be allowed to follow the marriage requirements of their faith in line with their sacred texts.

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I don't see the need to change this.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A marriage ceremony is a public sign of commitment. This should remain so.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This could lead to a lack of dignity and solemnity. There should be designated venues for marriage services which are appropriate for this commitment.



outdoors,

Please share your views below:

Outdoors, as long as the setting is respectful and appropriate.

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I cannot see why a non-religious person would want to marry in a religious venue and vice versa. Hypocrisy should be avoided.

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

No

Please expand on your answer:

What constitutes safe and dignified? - clarity required.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Mother or Father should be used, not parent.

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Witnesses should be present and witness the certificate.

Consultation Question 58:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

The cost of marrying is not prohibitive for most. Having worked as a florist in the past, I know that the cost comes from wanting to have the "perfect do".

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUD3-A

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-02 15:22:53

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes I agree that officiants should have a responsibility to uphold the dignity and solemnity of marriage but this does not go far enough. Officiants need to
hold a much wider
responsibility making sure that the dignity and solemnity of marriage is upheld within the content and character of the wedding ceremony. The proposals
need to define precisely what is meant by 'dignity' and 'solemnity'. The consultation seems to give the impression that ceremonies held in the air would
be dignified and solemn which implies that standards would be very easy to meet.

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is completely unacceptable for someone to be able to sign a marriage document without having to be present at their own ceremony. The prescribed
words contained within a marriage ceremony are essential in providing a foundation for the declarations that are required for a legal marriage to take
place. Removing the prescribed words would result in couples being able to say anything they like or in fact nothing at all and thus trivialising the whole
occasion. This is a massive departure from the public declarations that have always been made and which are at the foundation of the legal marriage
ceremony. Such a departure would significantly undermine the solemnity of the wedding ceremony and belittle the seriousness of the commitment being
made. The words that the couple use must reflect the commitment and the consent of both parties.
Couple are already allowed an adequate amount of flexibility in the wedding ceremony as the words prescribed are minimal and can already be added to
in an assortment of ways. It only makes sense to have specific words that both partners agree to that show they are serious in committing themselves to
each other.
Allowing couples to completely personalise their wedding ceremony reflects a very superficial and inadequate view of marriage. A wedding ceremony is
not just centred on the couple themselves but has a wider effect with couples entering into a legal public declaration that is valued and understood by
society as a whole. Having a marriage ceremony that is self-defined would separate marriage from both the law and the wider society and it would just be
given the same weight as a personal hobby. This could lead to all sorts of legal problems in the future.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A legal wedding ceremony needs to reflect the seriousness and solemnity of this special occasion. A couple being able to make individual choices about
the whole of the wedding ceremony gives the impression of a superficial and inadequate view of marriage. Personalisation of ceremonies will certainly
damage the dignity of the marriage occasion. Weddings already have such a high standing in our society because a public declaration is being made that
is of interest to the whole of society and the state. Unofficial wedding ceremonies that have been held have had themes which do not reflect the
seriousness of the wedding commitment. These have included figures from Lord of the Rings: James Bond; Alice in wonderland, Beauty and the Beast to
name just a few. All of these themes trivialise the marriage commitment.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Having an open door requirement helps to put across the public nature of wedding declarations. 
The open doors policy was brought in in the past as a protection against forced marriages which are still prevalent in our society today. Removing the



requirement sends out a false message that marriage is solely a private matter and does not have any significance to society.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Venues should not simply be permitted because couples who are to be married have chosen them but because they are deemed as suitable places to
hold such a significant ceremony. A wedding is a very serious and significant occasion within which solemn promises are made and this should be
reflected in the venue that is chosen.

outdoors,, on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

Weddings should certainly not be held in any of the above venues. As already mentioned
it must be remembered that a wedding is a very serious and significant occasion where solemn promises are made and this should be reflected in the
venues that are chosen. How can there be a guarantee that the ceremonies will be held in a dignified manner. Unofficial weddings have taken place in
totally unacceptable places such as a comic book convention with the couple dressed as comic book characters and in an under water situation. It is
completely unacceptable for such venues to host legal weddings.

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

However there is a lack of clearness in explaining how venues would be tested to make sure that the ceremony is conducted with dignity and in safety.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

While the General Register Office is called upon for guidance the terms are not defined, and it is imperative that stringent safeguards should be
proposed. Safeguards that reflect the seriousness and solemnity of the occasion.

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUT3-T

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-02 15:23:50

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:



Please share your views below:

I believe that it is important for both parties to make a declaration that they are legally free to marry and I believe that this should be done in person.

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I believe that the above duties should be required and performed by an officiant.

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

However, I believe that there should be definitions around the meaning of "dignity" and "solemnity" so that it is clear what the responsibilities of the
officiant are.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I believe that this guidance should be very explicit and ensure that the officiant is fully aware of the responsibilities that they have.

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I believe that tihs power should be vested in the General Regsiter Office.



Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

believe that continuous professional development is important and should be an obligation of officiants.

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I believe that it is important that both parties to the marriage should declare orally that they consent to be married to one another. I do not agree that
this should be permitted by other means.
I believe that it should still be a requirement that both parties state that there is no impediment to them marrying, orally as part of the marriage
ceremony. Not to do so would undermine and devalue the marriage ceremony in my opinion.
I do not agree that the simple signing of a marriage document should be accepted as an expression of consent. I believe that this would also undervalue
the importance, solemn nature and dignity of the marriage ceremony.
I believe that consent should be expressed during the ceremony. Simply signing a marriage document should not be accepted as an expression of
consent. Such provision would open the door to parties not being present or not having a ceremony at all. This would also devalue and undermine the
importance of the institution and the commitment each party is entering into.
I think that it is very important that the current legal declarations of consent and lack of impediment remain in law. These are already quite minimal and
there is a lot of flexibility around what other words can be exchanged during the marriage ceremony.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I believe that marriage is a solemn commitment and a serious matter that should not be entered into lightly. In order to maintain the dignity of the
occasion and to stress the commitment that is being entered into, I believe that it is necessary to proscribe the form and type of ceremony that is
acceptable to the state and society in general. This proposal would remove the state's control of the ceremony to a degree that I think is unacceptable.
Such a serious matter should not be open to the whim of the participants.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I believe that marriage is a God-given institution and that some religious content should be permitted in civil ceremonies if the parties agree to include it.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:



A marriage ceremony is a public event. The ceremony has importance to society as well as the couple. An open-door policy ensures that this remains a
public event. This provision also provides a degree of insurance against forced marriages. Removing this requirement would make marriage a private
matter rather than stressing the public significance.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a significant ceremony and should only be permitted in venues that are appropriate to such a significant ceremony.

outdoors,

Please share your views below:

I believe that the marriage ceremony should be held in a venue that is consistent with the seriousness and solemnity of the ceremony. Allowing marriage
ceremonies on inland water, in the air or in private homes would undermine the seriousness and solemnity of the ceremony.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I believe that wedding locations should be fully accessible to the public.

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

The terms "safe" and "dignified" have not been defined. There needs to be a way of safeguarding this, it should not be left to the personal opinion of the
officiant.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I believe that guidance from the General Register Office is essential and that this should include ways of safeguarding the appropriate dignity of a venue.

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUTM-M

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-02 15:25:52

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

The Churches’ Legislation Advisory Service [CLAS], registered charity no. 256303.

CLAS is the successor to the Churches’ Main Committee, which was set up in 1944 to coordinate action by the Churches on war damage claims and which
evolved into a body which monitors policy insofar as it affects its member organisations and makes representations to Government. The membership of
CLAS includes most of the major denominations in the United Kingdom and, for historical reasons, the United Synagogue; and many of the smaller
denominations have links with CLAS through ecumenical groups such as Churches Together in Britain and Ireland. CLAS operates through Governors,
chaired by a senior bishop of the Church of England, who together constitute the trustees of the charity. It is serviced by a part-time secretariat which
discharges its day-to-day responsibilities subject to policy control and guidance given by the Governors.

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Response on behalf of an organisation

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

One of our members tells us that there has been a problem with the expiry of certificates when couples have been obliged to cancel their weddings due
to the pandemic and the local authority has asked them to make a new application and pay a further fee.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

We cannot see any good reason for the current requirement.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

The impact of the COVID-19 pandemic has demonstrated the importance of providing robust systems for remote working, and though the pandemic will
(hopefully) be over by the time the Law Commission’s recommendations are enacted, provision for secure remote interviews would appear to be a
sensible piece of modernisation. That said, however, in-person interviews ought to be the default position, with remote interviews as an alternative for
those unable to attend an in-person interview because of such factors as ill-health.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Yes: the present arrangement should continue.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

See our answer to Q 3 above. We have already been told that this would require amendment of the law.

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But in the case of a religious ceremony, the substitute must be duly authorised by the relevant Church authority. Roman Catholic canon law, for example,
requires that all substitutes must be formally authorised by the Bishop’s office – the local parish priest cannot simply arrange something informally.

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



The alternative would be that the couple would have to cancel the ceremony and the reception, which seems a totally unreasonable penalty for
something entirely beyond their control.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This is a matter for the Church of England and the Church in Wales, and the current advice from the Church of England is that ‘if one or both of you are
British but do not live in England (or Wales), the Common Licence procedure needs to be used rather than banns’: see
https://www.yourchurchwedding.org/article/reading-of-banns/.

But in any case, there is no legal obligation to call the banns in Scotland – see s.27 Marriage (Scotland) Act 1977 and the reciprocal Act of Assembly, Act III
1978 Anent Proclamation of Banns – even if parish ministers have sometimes called them for weddings in England or Wales simply out of courtesy. As to
Ireland, the provision about calling banns in the Republic must have been completely unenforceable even in 1949, because the Ireland Act 1949 was
deemed to have come into effect on 18 April of that year, while the Marriage Act 1949 did not come into effect until 1 January 1950: so was that provision
a drafting error resulting from the fact that the Marriage Act 1949 was consolidation?

Consultation Question 14:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This is a matter for the Church of England and the Church in Wales.

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

This is a matter for the Church of England and the Church in Wales.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

This is primarily a matter for the Church of England and the Church in Wales, though the power to call for documentary evidence would appear to be a
worthwhile additional check on potential sham marriages.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

We have no view on this: some of our members believe that all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries; the Church of England and the Church
in Wales obviously do not. In the Roman Catholic Church, for example, the vows take place after the Scripture readings and the homily – with the signing
of the register at the end – and the Church would not wish to change the order of things.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It is difficult to see the purpose of the current requirement for two registration officers.

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is primarily a matter for the Church of England and the Church in Wales. We assume that the Commission means clergy with Permission to Officiate –
or does the proposal extend to clergy without PTO?

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But in the case of (eg) an independent Free Church congregation, the ‘religious organisation’ may be the local congregation itself – though that should not
represent an insuperable problem. We understand that the Baptist Union of Great Britain has pointed out in its response that, for Baptist churches ‘the
relevant governing body will be the local church congregational meeting’. Similarly, Quaker registration officers are nominated by Area Meetings and their
names forwarded to the General Register Office. And as noted in answer to Q 11 above, there is a need to formalise the position of substitute officiants.

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

This is not as simple as it might appear at first blush. The obvious types of organisations to exclude would be political parties and trades unions but, apart
from those, how can valid distinctions be drawn between one type of organisation and another? The Charity Commission seems to have had difficulty in
distinguishing between various ‘religion or belief’ bodies for the purpose of charity registration. For example:

• Decision of the Charity Commissioners to register Sacred Hands Spiritual Centre as a charity: 5 September 2003: a Spiritualist church was registered as a
charity after its previous application for registration in 2001 had been rejected: the initial rejection is difficult to understand, given that the parent body of
Spiritualism, the Spiritualists’ National Union, had been registered as a charity in 1971.

• Application for registration of The Gnostic Centre: 16 December 2009: the Commission decided that though Gnosticism as advanced by the Centre
satisfied a number of the essential characteristics of a ‘religion’ for the purposes of charity law, it did not meet all the necessary characteristics of a
religion sufficiently to be registered because it had not identified a positive, beneficial, moral or ethical framework that was being promoted – even
though Gnosticism is a very old Christian sect (or heresy, depending on one’s point of view) and Irenaeus wrote Adversus Haereses, a refutation Gnostic
teachings, in about 180 CE.

Consultation Question 25:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

We raised this point during an online Law Commission consultation. The vast majority of religious organisations will have no difficulty in meeting a
20-member threshold for nominating officiants; however, there are almost certainly small independent, non-denominational congregations, mostly in
rural areas, that are not affiliated to a larger religious community and will not have 20 members – and they should not be excluded.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Obviously, an organisation that promotes purposes that are unlawful should not be permitted to nominate officiants (if, indeed, it should be allowed to
exist at all). We are concerned, however, about any judgment as to whether or not a religious organisation promotes ‘purposes that are unlawful or
contrary to public policy or morality’. It is ‘public policy’ to have armed forces – so, if strictly interpreted, might that criterion exclude the Religious Society
of Friends? Likewise, same-sex marriage is ‘public policy’ as enshrined in the Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Act 2013 – so would opposition to same-sex
marriage lead to exclusion? We wonder whether such a criterion is necessary at all but, at the very least, if it is necessary it needs to be very tightly
defined indeed.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:



We have no view on this because there is no consensus among our members.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

We have no view on this, though we note that the Baptist Union of GB is in favour of this proposal and the Methodist Church of GB agrees, subject to the
condition that it retain the ability to control who is able to officiate on Methodist premises.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

That said, it is only fair to note that there seems to be no requirement for continuing professional development for religious officiants.

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It should be noted that, a year or two ago, the Scottish Government considered whether or not to exercise its power under the Marriage and Civil
Partnership (Scotland) Act 2014 to lay down qualifying requirements for religious and belief bodies which solemnise marriage (or register civil
partnership) – no such requirements having to date been laid down. In its response to this informal review, the Scottish Churches Committee pointed out
that there was a consensus among members that the denominations represented saw it as a privilege to be able to conduct marriage ceremonies, and
that doing so was an expression of their faith. They did not charge fees for marrying people, although donations were welcomed and other costs incurred
were recovered. (And Church of Scotland ministers are expressly forbidden to charge for conducting a wedding ceremony.) This was in sharp contrast
with many of the “religion and belief” bodies, where the fees charged were at a level which were consistent with the operation of a commercial enterprise.

Ultimately, the Scottish Government seems to have decided to tackle individual bodies that were the subject of concern, rather than to proceed by way of
the imposition of qualifying requirements.

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Yes, in principle, so long as it is limited to the legal requirements for registration. Presumably, the Commission is not suggesting that the GRO should
issue detailed guidance to clergy on how to conduct weddings: the average cleric of whatever denomination will have conducted far more weddings than
the average civil servant in the GRO.

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

We are not sure about this, at least in respect of clergy of the Church of England. Would such de-authorisation be consistent with the ecclesiastical law
governing their duties and functions? How does it fit with the provisions of the Clergy Discipline Measure 2003? (And how would de-authorisation of an
incumbent fit with the common law right in England & Wales to marry in the parish church?)

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But see our answer to Q 31.

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

In principle.

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

This is a very difficult: one person’s ‘religious content’ might be regarded as totally secular by another and, as the Church of England observes, the 
boundary between the ‘sacred’ and the ‘secular’ is blurred and hard to police. (To take an extreme example, many might think that Mendelssohn’s



‘Wedding March’ is somehow ‘religious’, but it comes from his (secular) incidental music to A Midsummer Night’s Dream. The first movement of his
innocuously-titled Organ Sonata No. 3 in A major, on the other hand, quotes a Lutheran chorale and he wrote it as a bridal march for his sister Fanny’s
wedding.) 
 
We see merit in the Church of England’s suggestion that there should be a series of ‘clear and well-maintained caveats’: 
• content of a religious nature should not have any place in the ‘functional’ aspects of the ceremony which are essential to the conduct of a lawful civil
wedding; 
• content that might be deemed to have a ‘religious’ content may be used in optional parts of the ceremony such as readings; 
• no civil celebrant or registrar should be obliged to use language of a religious nature during the ceremony; 
• ‘religious’ content in civil weddings may not be lifted directly from the rites of any religious body (eg the vows from the Book of Common Prayer); 
• If prayers, explicitly religious readings etc, are incorporated into the ceremony to be said by anyone other than the couple or members of the
congregation, they should be delivered by a minister or celebrant recognised by that religious community; 
• there should be no prohibition on the use of material with merely an implicit religious theme (such readings from Shakespeare that refer to God or
other religious concepts) – always provided that no civil registrar is obliged to speak those words against their conscience.

Consultation Question 46:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes in principle, but if and only if s.46 is regarded as purely declaratory and superfluous and its repeal will be without practical legal effect.

It is not difficult to envisage circumstances in which a couple might want a religious wedding at some point after a civil one, possibly for purely logistical
reasons if their families live outside the UK – for example, an English couple wishing to marry in a religious ceremony in France because their parents live
there, who do not have the necessary residence qualifications to marry in the obligatory French civil ceremony before the religious one. Likewise, a
couple may want to marry because of UK residence problems but wish to hold the religious service and celebration at a later date. And what will be the
effect if a religious organisation changes its policy to allow for same-sex weddings and a couple who have previously had a civil wedding ask for a
religious one?

Consultation Question 47:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

We have no view on this.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

We have no view on this, though we note that the Church of England, while expressing reservations, has no principled objection to open-air weddings per
se.

Please share your views below:

We have no view on this.

Consultation Question 49:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

We have no view on this.

Consultation Question 50:

Other

Other

Other

Please expand on your answer:



We doubt that many – if, indeed, any – of our member denominations would permit their places of worship to be used for civil weddings. Likewise, we
suspect that non-religious belief venues would be unwilling to host religious weddings.

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

We have no view on this: for the overwhelming majority of weddings conducted by our members, this issue would simply not arise.

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

We can have no objection to this.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, up to a point – but it must also be remembered that all residents of parishes in England and Wales have a common law right to be married in their
Anglican parish church. How would this proposal fit with that position?

Consultation Question 53:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

In the case of our member denominations, they should be able to approve locations themselves. If a place of worship is regarded as a suitable venue for
conducting other services, it is difficult to see why it should require special approval for the conduct of weddings.

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes in principle, though the Methodist Church suggests that proposal (3) is based on outdated notions of biological parenting.

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But always subject to the caveat that it would have to be tested to destruction before being introduced – Government procurement of IT systems has a
very poor record in some areas.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

We have no view on this, except to suggest that where both parties know that the ceremony was not officiated by an authorised officiant, the result 
should be regarded as a non-qualifying ceremony rather than a void marriage – in line with the judgment in HM Attorney General v Akhter & Anor [2020]



EWCA Civ 122. Or is the intention of the proposal to reverse the judgment in Akhter by legislation and restore the first-instance judgment of Williams J for
policy reasons?

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes to (1), (2) and (4); however, the Methodist Church disagrees with the proposal that the absence of witnesses should not automatically render a
marriage void, believing that witnesses should be present at all ceremonies – and we are inclined to agree with that position.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It appears to serve no useful purpose (insofar as it exists at all) and it helps perpetuate the pernicious myth of ‘common law marriage’. The abolition of
marriage ‘by cohabitation with habit and repute’ in Scotland by s.3 Family Law (Scotland) Act 2006 was generally welcomed.

Consultation Question 60:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

We have no view on this.

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

We have insufficient information to comment on this.

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But always provided that the power is to be used only in an emergency, strictly defined, and does not gradually become the general rule. In particular, a
‘remote wedding’ in which none of the key personnel is physically present should only be possible in exceptional circumstances.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There needs to be very clear guidance on the meaning of ‘imminent risk of death’.

Consultation Question 68:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

We have no views on this.

Consultation Question 69:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

We have no views on this.

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

We have no views on this.

Consultation Question 71:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

We have no views on this.

Consultation Question 72:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

We have no views on this.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

We have no views on this.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

We have no views on this.

Consultation Question 73:



Please share your views below:

We have no information on this.

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

We would prefer option 2.

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

We have no views on this.

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

We have no views on this.



Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

We have no view on this – but see our answer to Q 86 below.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

We have no reason to believe that the current law discourages or prevents couples from getting married. The methodology of surveys of the average
costs of weddings may be questionable, but at the very least they provide anecdotal evidence to suggest that the average spend in England and Wales is
something in the region of £25,000. The fee element of this is tiny and very unlikely to be a factor in a couple deciding to marry rather than cohabit.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

See our answer to Q 86 above.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

We have no views on this.

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

We have no views on this.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

We have no views on this.

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

We have no views on this.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

We have no views on this.

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

We have no views on this.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



We have no views on this.

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

Our only comment is that if the new proposals prove to require extensive retraining for personnel of religious organisations, the cost of that retraining
should be met by Government, bearing in mind that all charities – religious charities included – have seen a precipitous decline in their income as a result
of the COVID-19 pandemic.
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:



No

Please expand on your answer:

It was obviously considered a necessity for this rule to have been originally introduced. I do not know what prompted this rule in the first place but surely,
unless we are planning, as a country, to make marriage something that we can sell to visitors from another country, i.e. come and get married at such
and such stately home; then there has to be some requirement to prove that the parties involved do in fact live within in England or Wales. Otherwise the
country is just being used for someone's benefit, in other words, there is something about England or Wales that the participants cannot experience in
their own country. So marriage then just becomes a commodity that we can sell. Hardly gives any credence to the special place marriage should hold in
society. In stead it just becomes a money maker for the economy.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There must, at some stage be, an interview. There has to be some form of checks and balances to ensure that the marriage is being freely entered in to
rather than coerced.

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

I think there has to be a set limit between the in-person interviews and the date the couple plan to get married. However the three or seven days periods
proposed, would not allow sufficient time for further investigations, should there be any concerns raised at the in-person interview. Out of fairness to the
couple, there has to be a time limit but personally I would suggest a minimum of 14 days and a maximum of 1 month. This longer time would surely be
needed if any investigations need to take place in a foreign country, especially if Consultation question 4 allowed for folk to undertake a 'tourist' marriage,
i.e. pop in to the country, get married and pop out again.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Would not support this idea of remote interviews and only an in-person interview take place if concerns raised. As many of us have had experience
recently in having to undertake on line meetings via zoom, messenger etc, we know from that experience that you cannot always detect how another
person is feeling or responding. You cannot really make out facial gestures or even body language in the same way that you could at a face to face
interview. So if the interview is left purely on how the interviewer feels or perceives the interviewee to be, then I think there is a fairly high chance that a
number of sham or forced marriages will be allowed to take place.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Happy for this to continue

Consultation Question 9:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

The problems with putting everything on line is that it assumes that everyone has access to the internet. What about those who do not? So by all means
put it on line as proposed with the relevant protections in place but consideration needs to be given to address the issue of non-internet users.

Consultation Question 10:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Cannot comment as I do not understand what the schedule is.

Consultation Question 11:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Cannot comment as I do not understand what the question.



Consultation Question 12:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

On the one hand this would seem eminently sensible. The issue however is whether the substitute is suitable. Even if they were listed on the schedule,
what is the qualification to be an officiant? Just my best mate?? This really needs to be clearly defined as to who an officiant or substitute can be.

Please share your views below:

What other circumstances? Again this needs to be clearly defined as well as the definition listed in my comments for question 12

Consultation Question 13:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

I have always assumed that banns were to allow for folk to raise any objections to a wedding should they feel it necessary. So technically banns should be
available in the area where the participants live, which again also raises the issue of visitors raised from abroad in question 4. and how this question
would apply to them. However from experience I feel this whole questions needs to be looked in to in greater detail. My own son, who lived in the north
of England, married a girl from the east of England. Although they both attended an Anglican church where they were then living, they had to post banns
at the church they were attending (which was only a transitory church) as well as at the church they were getting married in. The church they were getting
married in was the childhood church of the bride. If the banns were to allow for any reservations to be raised, then surely the banns should be published
in the areas where they couple are known, not just the childhood church where one of them grew up. It felt like bureaucracy and money making for the
sake of it.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

I think this should be the case. For those who actually attend the Anglican church, they will most likely be aware of this need. For those who do not attend
the church, then if they wish to make use of the church for their wedding, they need to understand the specialness the church attaches to marriage and
should therefor accept the churches rules.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

I agree with this proposal

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Due to the high value the Anglican Church places on marriage then it is not something that is taken lightly and therefore the preliminaries would easily be
sufficient to be legally recognised.
For those who do not get married in a church for whatever reason, then there should be a minimum of legal preliminaries in place IF we, as a nation, wish
to uphold the specialness of marriage.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

I think there should be a list of organisations but I think when compiling this list it should not be done on the basis of the latest trend, but instead it
should reflect a long held 'belief' (in the non-religious meaning). So for example, currently we have Klingons being recognised, but that is just a short lived
phase and there are other similar groupings. If marriage is seen by the country as something special, then it behoves us to compile a list which gives
credence to the specialness we attribute to marriage.

Consultation Question 25:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not sure about this. The religious side of this proposal makes sense but the non religious side does not. In fact if anything the wording is quite woolly.
What for example does a sincerely held belief about marriage mean? That certainly needs a definition.
Also the wording in this proposal could mean, for example, that a non religious belief organisation of say 25 people, who meet regularly to 'worship' the
local football club, could, according to this proposal nominate an officiant to officiate at a marriage? That surely undermines completely the importance of
marriage.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

You would have to be very careful with this proposal. For example current law allows for same-sex couples to get married and to speak against that can
be seen by some as inciting hatred, etc - or to use the language of this proposal: promotes purposes that are unlawful or contrary to public policy or
morality.
So if the law of the land changes then an Anglican Church for example, could be stripped of its ability to appoint officiants for a marriage.
So this proposal needs to be very clearly defined about what it is trying to achieve.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

No I think it has to be by office to stop the situation as already referred to in a previous answer that 'my best mate' will officiate.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:



Other

Please expand on your answer:

Providing they are taken from the official government list of recognised groups.

Consultation Question 30:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

You really have to define what "fit and proper" means. It can mean different things to different people or groups of people.

Consultation Question 31:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Very woolly. Item 2 - yes I know that so and so wants to get married and that I need to turn up on the day and say some words. That could be the
summation of item 2.

Item 3 - so really what we are saying here is that to be a officiant at a marriage one has to undergo proper and continual training in understanding the
legal aspects of what being a officiant is all about. Which in itself is fine but then seems to be at variance with previous proposals such as numbers 24, 25
& 27 just to mention a few.

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This sounds a bit confusing and not really sure what the proposal is getting at.

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Totally agree but what actually does it mean? If we are not careful these are just words. Does it mean they way the officiant dresses or the way they speak
the words? Does it mean that they ensure that only suitable music (assuming it can be played) is played?
So this wording is too open ended and really needs to explain what exactly it means.
What does dignity and solemnity actually mean?

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

That leads to problems about the 'organisation'. Yes if it is a large, recognised and reputable organisation but what about the type of organisation listed in
proposal 25 where it is relatively small and maybe just a large group of friends? Are they going to regulate themselves. I doubt it very much.



Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

You need to define what 'fit and proper' means

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

See also response to proposal 38

Consultation Question 40:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Generally yes but does consideration need to be given for refresher training after a suitable period, say every 5 years? And if the person does not
undertake said training their credentials are cancelled.

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As stated in response to proposal 40

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The whole idea of a wedding ceremony is that it is a declaration in public. To start removing the required current wording with the excuse that it was
already sorted out beforehand, undermines the concept of marriage being a public declaration. In fact take this to the extreme, which admittedly is not
want is currently proposed, you could do everything in private and just advertise that so and so are now married. Surely that undermines the whole idea
of what a marriage is all about. Doesn't this proposal also undermine the dignity and solemnity of marriage if important parts of the ceremony are sorted
out beforehand? Surely it is not asking too much to continue to use the current wording. What is the issue here? Either it is necessary and even
mandatory or it is not. If the former then surely it needs to be said out loud for people to witness.
In fact as I look again at this proposal it is possible for the parties not to turn up for the marriage. The ceremony, which is not specified what that actually
means, could be the two people, sitting in a office and saying they want to get married. It can all be done as simply as that. How does that support and
strengthen the whole question of marriage ?

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This must undermine the sanctity and importance not to mention the longevity of marriage and how much the state supports the concept of marriage.
Under this proposal a marriage can take place anywhere that suits the couple plus the officiant. The impact of this is that it could take place anywhere, i.e.
the car park of the local supermarket because one of the participants works there, or they could do their shopping after the 'ceremony'. How could such a
scenario ever be seen as supporting the concept that marriage is a fundamental of life as opposed to a take it or leave it commodity. Either weddings are
seen as serious occasions or just a joke, which this proposal could lead to because basically anywhere is no longer off limits. This country needs to give a
lead on whether marriage is that important or not. Instead of pandering to the latest fads/fashions, let this country either give a lead on the specialness of
marriage OR just do away with all the red tape of these various proposals and let people do anything they want. But please don't dress that scenario up
as though this sort of thing is a move in the right direction.

Consultation Question 44:

Other

Please expand on your answer:



This proposal seems to be contradictory. On the one hand it is saying that there should be no special rules for Anglican, Jewish etc weddings but then
goes on to say that all religious groups will continue to be able to impose their own requirements. So what is the proposal trying to say/institute?

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Either we see marriage as something ordained by God, or we don't. If we don't, in other words it is just something the state allows for various reasons,
then really why have any form of specific wording? After all what is a marriage if a higher purpose did not institute it.
But I believe marriage should be more than just a posh party with your mates. It is a demonstration to witnesses that the couple are making a
commitment to each other for life which is something that I believe God planned.

Please share your views below:

Personally because of my view that marriage is God ordained, then there should be reference to this in the wording. However I accept that not everyone
believes or acknowledges that God either exits or that he has anything to do with life. We cannot force folk to say words which are meaningless, i.e. in
relation to God, so whilst my own personal preference is as stated, then for folk who hold a different view then these words would seem to be
inappropriate. However I feel that there should be a specific form of words recognising the importance of marriage; recognising that ideally marriage is
for life; and recognising that marriage is for mutual support given to each other by both parties and if they are able to have children then ensuring the
right upbringing for these children, acknowledging that not everyone can have children.

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I don't feel this is necessary or will achieve anything. If a couple wish to have a civil ceremony followed by a religious one, then what is the issue.
Obviously certain legal wording, if already said in the civil ceremony has been done, then there is no point in repeating it.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Surely a wedding ceremony is a public declaration of intent. So it should be an open event. Otherwise holding a ceremony behind closed doors can lead
to questions as to whether the ceremony that took place abided by whatever the law required. Again one wonders what the point of this proposal is.
What is it trying to achieve? Also if this proposal went ahead what protections would be in place to ensure that the wedding was not in fact a forced
marriage?

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

For reasons previously stated. If weddings can take place anywhere, what is to stop someone getting married in the car park of their favourite
supermarket etc? This surely devalues the whole concept of marriage as being something special and instead denigrates it to no more than a commodity.
Although it may seem to be in keeping with the couples wishes, it is in fact weakening the whole concept of marriage, in that a marriage is not a simple
'lets just get it done' ceremony. It is a public commitment for the sanctity of marriage. Allowing marriages basically anywhere reduces the importance of
marriage to just an activity that the state says we have to go through. Again, rather than strengthening the concept of marriage, this in fact just weakens
it.

Please share your views below:

I feel that specific venues need to be approved for weddings rather than leaving it up to the couple to decide where they like. So churches and maybe
stately homes and registrars offices should be the approved venues and only in very specific circumstances, such as a terminally ill person being allowed
to get married on a hospital ward, should other venues even be considered.
Again there has to be protections in place because outside of approved venues anything can happen including forced marriages and marriages of
convenience.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Why not. Again what is this proposal seeking to achieve. Marriage is a public declaration so anything that places it behind closed doors undermines the
concept of marriage.

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

No

Please expand on your answer:

Why would a nonreligious believe wedding want to take place in a religious venue unless the religious venue is a pretty church set in rolling hills to look
good on wedding pictures? This again undermines the sanctity of marriage in that the pretty building is being used for nothing more than nice pictures.
This proposal, if adopted, would undermine the religious side and beliefs of the specialness of marriage and would just denigrate it to a ceremony that
takes place somewhere that has a nice background. Hardly the place to start off a marriage for life. Instead just looking for a venue that looks nice.

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not if the officiant is just someone who has 'done the course' so that their 'mates' can get married. Like a lot of these proposals, you are opening a can of
worms. In trying to please couples so that they can have the wedding they want where they want, irrespective of the importance the state attaches to the
concept of marriage, opens up questions like this proposal. So I have already responded about having different sorts of folk who can be officiants. Now if
this was allowed, the officiant can then determine whether a venue is the right one. This is so open to total abuse and again just undermines the
importance of marriage. Instead the ceremony is just because something the couple 'have' to go through. Little if any significance of what they are
entering in to.

Consultation Question 52:

No

Please expand on your answer:

What does safe and dignified mean. Safe - it has a fire extinguisher? What does dignified mean. Dignified can mean many things to different people. So
this has to be clearly defined if adopting this proposal as doe the word' safe' also.

No

Please expand on your answer:

Advice is just that - i.e. we suggest. It is not mandatory. "So I have read your advice but done agree with it so as the officiant I am happy for the ceremony
to take place in such a such a venue".
You really have to be completely clear of what you mean and understand that advice is just that. It can be completely ignored.

Consultation Question 53:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Again this is the can of worms you are opening. This would not be an issue if the venues were already on an approved list, as opposed to the couple
deciding that they like such and such a venue. Just stick to the approved list.

Please share your views below:

The General Register Office should be the determining organisation with regards to venues rather than leaving it up to the 'officiant'.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Nothing more to add

Consultation Question 55:



No

Please expand on your answer:

If a couple got married in Wales and the registration is in Welsh only, how would that stand up if the couple live/move to a non _welsh speaking area or
nation and there is no one to interpret that wording. Would their marriage be liable to be not recognised? Surely it would make sense to use English but
for those who want to use Welsh, then it would have to be in English and Welsh

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes but NOT BEFORE that High Level of Security has been introduced and tested.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Nothing more to add. I agree with the proposal

No

Please expand on your answer:

Surely you have to have witnesses at a marriage otherwise this is open to abuse in so many ways, i.e. forced or coercion or not even bothering with the
ceremony, instead just saying that they are married. Marriage surely has to be witnessed by the public.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Nothing more to add.

Consultation Question 59:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This sounds very much like a marriage of convenience or a marriage under coercion. What is the point of getting married if the couple do not plan to live
together? Obviously there will always be special circumstances such as the wedding of a terminally ill person in hospital. But they are the exceptions.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Totally Agree

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes but only for lack of consent.

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Totally Agree



Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Terminally ill or housebound, I don't see a problem with folk in these situation being able to get married. I do question the need for weddings to take
place for those detained in prison. What is it achieving? If the person is going to be released then surely they wait until then. If they are in for life, what
possible point if there in being able to get married?

Consultation Question 63:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This is a difficult one in that if the terminal diagnoses has been given and the life expectancy is very short, then the person may not be able to abide by all
the requirements. However if they have been given a terminal diagnosis but with a longer time span then maybe they should adhere to the requirements
for notice.

Consultation Question 64:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Why? What is this achieving?

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No problem

Consultation Question 66:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Prison situation already covered in my response to proposal 63. Housebound is fine.

Consultation Question 67:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Item 1 no problem. However I am concerned that items 2-4 could lead to marriages that are open to coercion and force. I think there has to be a face to
face with the registrar.
Again anything done remotely is open to abuse for the reasons already covered, i.e. forced, coerced or convenience marriages

No

Please expand on your answer:

No for reasons already explained in previous answers.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I think this has to be very clearly dealt with. What does 'risk of death' mean if not a terminal diagnosis? We have to be very careful with this proposal
otherwise it could be open to misuse/fraud - "I am dying so I need to marry so and so" when in fact it is simply a marriage of convenience.

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:



I believe that ships Captains can undertake marriages (maybe wrong?) but to open up the description of venues to what is proposed here is, as has
already been said, weakened the institution of marriage to nothing more than - " I like it here. I have been coming here since childhood so want to get
married here". Again if there was a published venue list and other than the hospital/housebound situation, that was the definitive list, then this issue of
opening up the sea and costal waters etc would not be an issue.

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Unless you authorise every cruise ship on the British register. Again for what reason would we need this proposal other than to please the couple? Whilst
we naturally want a wedding to be a happy occasion there have to be some rules and regulations. Proposals like this ultimately reduce weddings to
nothing more than 'going through the motions' in a nice place. How does this strengthen marriages?

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Similar response to Q69

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Can of worms. Don't allow ceremonies to take place on ships and this proposal disappears. Again, we either as a nation, want to strengthen marriages
because we see the value to society in them, OR they are just an opportunity for a good day out, wherever we like, and there is nothing more to it than
that.

Consultation Question 72:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See my responses in the previous questions

No

Please expand on your answer:

See my responses in the previous questions

No

Please expand on your answer:

See my responses in the previous questions

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Well like everything, if it is allowed then demand will probably grow. But that does not mean it is a good idea. It is just opening the flood gates. It may start
off with goof intentions (questionable!) but you can be sure that it will not stop with the so called demand for wedding sin international waters.

Consultation Question 74:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

See previous answers.

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:



I am unable to answer the majority of these questions simply because I have not had recent experience of marriages. BUT what I would say is that whilst I
am sure that in putting together these proposals you have tried to make them so that couples will be able to get married and have a happy day. So the
proposals seem to be along the lines of: what will make life easy for the couple and give them a good day.
On the surface this would appear admirable. BUT sadly I think we are coming at this whole question from the wrong starting point. Surely if the state feels
that marriage is good for people, both in an emotional and supportive manner and that it is demonstrably the best basis on which to rear children, then
surely we should be looking at how to strengthen the concept of marriage as opposed to making it almost a pick and mix of what pleases as many as
possible. Sadly whilst we all want marriages to be happy and stable, the proposal suggested here feel almost like 'frothing up the cream on a cake' and
ignoring the main contents of what lies beneath. It may look lovely from the outside but if the underlying issues relating to strengthening marriages are
not considered, then sadly these proposals will do nothing more than water down the whole concept of marriage.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
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Consultation Question 18:
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Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

When I got married in 2012 we had a civil registrar at the Church to officiate my wedding. This proposal would have prevented my wedding from having a
civil registrar to register my wedding. Many Churches do not have their own authorised person.

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

"Contrary to public policy or morality" is too subjective an assessment. It would risk those with unpopular but entirely legal views being excluded from
nominating officiants.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Wedding officiants are likely to have strongly-held beliefs on marriage as they are either highly trained registrars or religious representatives.
Independent officiants would open the door to those who may not place such a high value on marriage.

Independent officiates can currently conduct weddings that are not legally binding. they have included ceremonies underwater and at a ruined leper
hospital on Halloween (Pywell, S. 'The day of their dreams:celebrant-led wedding celebration ceremonies', Child and Family Law Quarterly, 177,June 2020)
Such ceremonies could be legally binding if independent officiants were allowed, undermining the dignity of marriage.

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:
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Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:
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Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:
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Not Answered
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Not Answered
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Not Answered
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Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The prescribed words form a foundation for the declarations that are required fro a marriage. Without them the wedding ceremony can be as
meaningless as a couple or officiant chooses, and legal marriage can become nothing more than a certificate from the Government.

Marriage is founded on solemn promises made between two parties. I certainly love coming back to these promises and remembering what solemn
promises I have made to my husband (to through sickness and in health being one of them) and it helps me keep to them through the challenges we face
as well as the good times.
Under theses proposals it would be possible to have a legally recognised wedding in which no words were said between the couple, let alone promises of
any kind.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is way way more important that a legal wedding ceremony reflects the earnestness and gravity of the commitment the parties are making than that it is
personalised to the couple.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The opposite is also important: weddings which are not publicly accessible make a statement that the marriage is private and of interest only to the
couple. This could not be further from the truth.

Ensuring that weddings are open to any member of the public, rather than just those invited, is a way of protecting against forced marriage and bigamy
for example.

Chapter 7: Location



Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The consultation states that venues would need to be 'dignified' and 'safe', but lacks precision on what this means or how it will be tested. Venues must
not detract from the solemn occasion of the wedding.

Unofficial weddings have been conducted,' underwater, in a sadomasochism dungeon, at a comic book convention with a couple dressed as fictional
characters'(Pywell, S. 'The day of their dreams:celebrant-led wedding celebration ceremonies', Child and Family Law Quarterly, 177,June 2020) Such
settings clearly trivialise marriage. The law must not allow such venues to host legally binding ceremonies.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUTC-A
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

We are in a marriage recognised by the law.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:



No

Please expand on your answer:

We think that the present residential requirement underlines the dignity of marriage.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

We think that the interviews should be in person.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

We have no objection to this continuing.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

We are not sure what the consequences of this might be.

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

We see no reason why this cannot continue.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

We think there should be specific rules governing responsibility.

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

We think there should be a limit on the amount of fees which could be charged,
otherwise this could deter couples who would otherwise wish to be married.

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

No

Please expand on your answer:

We think that responsibility should lie with a higher authority.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

We agree provided regular monitoring takes place.

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

We think that the parties should have to agree orally in person in front of witnesses
during the ceremony . This could help prevent forced marriages.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There should be set rules about how and where marriage ceremonies can take place, in
order to maintain the dignity and importance of marriage.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

We see no reason why this cannot continue.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

We think the status quo should be maintained as a public ceremony with open doors, to show the parties were free and willing participants.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:



No

Please expand on your answer:

We think all weddings should take place in premises authorised by law to hold marriage ceremonies, in order to maintain the dignity and seriousness of
the cmmitment.

Please share your views below:

See answer as above

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See answer to Q.48 above.

Consultation Question 50:

Other

Other

Other

Please expand on your answer:

We believe that religious ceremonies should take place in religious venues, and non religious ceremonies in non religious venues.

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

We think all of the above should apply.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

WE don't know what the present law is but would have no objection to weddings in such circumstances.

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

There should be strict and comprehensive limits on the above

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

See above

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

See above

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Should be only in person

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Allow to continue.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

We disagree as we believe in freedom of belief

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is not sufficient. The officiant should ensure that the location, the words used and the tone of the ceremony uphold the dignity and solemnity of
marriage.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This guidance should emphasise the need that the conduct of the wedding reflects the lifelong commitment being entered into.

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It should be made clear that both parties should be present when making their marriage commitment.
There should be a fixed set of wording that should be included to show that both parties freely consent to a serious lifetime commitment that they are
entering into.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A wedding is a public declaration in law of a serious commitment being made by the couple. The place and the form of the ceremony should reflect that.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Prayer (extemporary preferred)

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

We consider that this freedom should continue.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

"Open doors" conveys that it is a public event which is important. A marriage should be able to be witnessed by the public at large. This helps to guard
against forced marriages which is still a problem today in some communities.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:



The ceremony should be serious and solemn to reflect the importance of the commitment being entered into and therefore the place where it is held
should be compatible with that. There is a need for a wider range of venues than currently allowed but all should have public access.

on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

The items ticked are not suitable as they would not allow public access whereas holding the ceremony outdoors should enable public access.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

All venues should be accessible to the public as the commitment should be made in the presence of the public.

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The definitions of 'safe' and dignified' should be made clear. There should be stringent safeguards to ensure that weddings are carried out with
seriousness and solemnity.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The definitions of 'safe' and dignified' should be made clear. There should be stringent safeguards to ensure that weddings are carried out with
seriousness and solemnity.

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

The General Register Office. If a venue is used more than a certain number of times a year a check say every 2 years should be made.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

1. The schedule should be carefully checked. No mistakes should be allowed.
2. Witnesses are required.
3. Signatures should be a requirement.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This sounds like a marriage of convenience which should be guarded against.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Too sweeping. Needs deciding when the emergency happens.

No

Please expand on your answer:

Needs deciding at the time.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Should be open to the general public.

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Should be open to the general public.

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

This is not appropriate for weddings.



Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:



Please share your views below:

We have no evidence one way or the other.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

none

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Should be in-person, to avoid co-ersion

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

yes

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

preferably wider

Consultation Question 16:



Please share your views below:

Agree with 1,
required to meet with each separately if there is concern

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

agree

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I think that the provision of a civil wedding as at present covers other belief systems.
A celebration according to personal beliefs can be held, but the legal understanding of marriage needs to be standard.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This could open the door to anyone becoming a an official, regardless of their morality or integrity

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

not in private homes - all should be open to the public

Consultation Question 49:

No



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

there should be defined parameters

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YFPG-U

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-02 16:09:17

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This seems to be a backwards step. Many churches for one reason or another do not have their own authorised person and rely on a civil registrar to
officiate at weddings. If civil registrars are no longer allowed to do so, then these churches will be unable to hold weddings that are recognised by law, so
many couples who attend such churches would require a civil ceremony separate to their church wedding.

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

The test should focus on objective criteria such as organisations that promote or support terrorism or the violent overthrow of democracy. "Contrary to
public policy or morality" is far too subjective an assessment and could lead to those who hold moral views that are legal but unpopular being unable to
nominate officiants.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Currently only civil registrars and religious officiants are able to officiate at legally valid marriage ceremonies. Civil registrars are highly trained and
religious representatives who officiate at weddings are likely to have strongly held beliefs on marriage. Both would place a high value on marriage
whereas if independent officiants were authorised, there could be many who did not place such a high value on marriage.

Independent officiants or celebrants can currently conduct weddings that are not legally binding. Such ceremonies have included, for example, a couple
dressed as hedgehogs and a ceremony at a comic book convention with a couple dressed as fictional characters. If such ceremonies conducted by
independent officiants were legally binding, the dignity of marriage would be undermined.

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is founded on solemn promises made between two people. These proposals allow for a legally recognised wedding to take place where no
words are said between the couple let alone any promises made to each other. The commitment made in marriage must be taken seriously and the
prescribed words help to ensure that the ceremony is not treated casually. Marriages are not a private matter and allowing ceremonies without any
legally required words would undermine the meaning of marriage.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Weddings and marriages need to be taken seriously and a legal wedding ceremony needs to reflect the seriousness of the commitment that a couple are
making to one another. Even though the officiant is required to ensure that the ceremony does not undermine the dignity and solemnity of marriage, this
is far too subjective and does not prevent an officiant agreeing to a completely inappropriate ceremony. There is also the possibility that if people can
choose their own form of ceremony, they may decide to take different elements from different faith ceremonies and put them together in inappropriate
ways which could be very offensive to people of those faiths.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The "open doors" requirement makes it clear that marriage is not a private affair. It is important to society as a whole.
An "open doors" requirement is a way of protecting against forced marriage and bigamy.

Chapter 7: Location



Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Although there are some advantages to changing the system (for example, many churches worship in community centres or schools and cannot hold
weddings in those venues under the current system and may well welcome the opportunity to do so), there are also serious concerns about safeguards
for preventing unsuitable venues being used. The consultation states that venues would need to be "dignified" and "safe" but what exactly does this
mean and how will it be tested? I understand the Law Commission has made it clear that it sees no objection to weddings "in the air" which to me is
neither "dignified" nor "safe".

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YU64-W

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-02 16:12:11

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

I am a member of the public

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Getting married is an important step and so the public need to be aware of a marriage. Without this public commitment, there could be a greater chance
of bigamy or forced marriage.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes it is sensible to be able to use online, but they must state the district in which they have lived fora set period.

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Seven days seems a reasonable time to allow for full reflection on the seriousness of the commitment.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

I think that in-person interviews are important as an extra safeguard to prevent any sham or forced marriages.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Good use of modern media.

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Given that marriage is a life-long commitment this is a very important measure and should be done.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

I think it is important that both of the couple should be required to attend. This emphasises that it is a solemn undertaking.

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:

All weddings should be treated in the same manner to emphasise the importance of the commitment.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Clearly essential.

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, provided that they have passed a recognised examination and are licensed.

Consultation Question 24:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I think any organisation would need to be thoroughly vetted and be licensed, otherwise it will lead to an undermining of the solemnity of marriage. There
is a danger of 'joke' organisations getting involved.

Please share your views below:



Any organisation that puts itself forward to officiate at weddings must be thoroughly vetted and licensed. No other organisation should be permitted to
take part.

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This right should only be granted to major religions or non-religious belief organisations. Small sects of 20 members could be completely unsuitable to
perform marriage ceremonies. Even these larger organisations should have say 10000 members and must be vetted and licensed.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Of course they must be excluded. I am astonished that this question needs to be asked.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

It should be named individuals, and they should be vetted and licensed.

Consultation Question 28:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, but only after vetting them.

Consultation Question 29:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, but they must be examined an licensed.

Consultation Question 30:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, but in addition they should be interviewed, examined and licensed.

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is essential.

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There should be set fees which are periodically reviewed. They could be set by Councils like the fees for taxis.

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I agree there should be no conflict of interest, but I think fees should be fixed to prevent over-charging.

Consultation Question 34:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Agreed.

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is very important. The marriage ceremony is a solemn and binding commitment. It should be separate from the wedding party .

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It must be clear and there should be ad hoc inspections to ensure compliance with transgressors struck off.

Consultation Question 37:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

The organisation should have a responsibility, but in addition there should be an independent body to oversee them and remove those which are
unsuitable, where their body does not act. Organisations themselves could also lose their licenses if they are found not to be fit and proper.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

See my previous answer.

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The General Register Office should reject any ceremonies that do not come up to the high standard necessary to maintain the importance of marriage as
a life long commitment.

Consultation Question 43:

No



Please expand on your answer:

This could lead to unsuitable ceremonies which would undermine the solemnity of marriage. Se my previous answer. The ceremony should be carried
out in the form that the organisation has previously had approved. The officiant must ensure that this is adhered to.

Consultation Question 44:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I do not understand this question. Why would someone who is, for example, a Quaker want a Quaker wedding? Cleary if they are a Quaker and are having
a Quaker wedding, then it would conform to their requirements.

Consultation Question 45:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The couple should decide whether they want a religious or a civil ceremony and select the one that best suits them.

Please share your views below:

see above

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Why not leave it as an option

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I think it should remain to be a 'public' ceremony where any member of the public can attend. This is a tradition which, I believe, works well.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This would result in weddings in places not suited to serious official ceremony. By all means widen the number of venues, but there should be a licensing
system to which venues can apply. This is not Las Vegas.

Please share your views below:

They should only take place in licensed venues to ensure the seriousness and solemnity of the occasion remains. A suitable private home should be
permitted and so a license could be applied for and granted. likewise a boat or an aircraft could be treated in the same way.

Consultation Question 49:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No, but the public should be able to access the wedding, as can happen now.

Consultation Question 50:

Other

Other

Other



Please expand on your answer:

There is no reason why a religious, or non-religious, organisation could hire out its venue if it wished to.

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, provided that it could obtain a license.

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Subject to the venue being licensed. Officiants would, no doubt, have very differing views as to what was suitable, so it is important that there is a
licensing system to standardise what is acceptable.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Subject to a licensing system which could be done by local authorities.

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Pre-approval by a local authority run licensing system.

Please share your views below:

As in my previous answer.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Names and addresses of parents. Also witnesses.

Consultation Question 55:

No

Please expand on your answer:

English should be compulsory. Other languages can be added as an option.

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This should be in addition to the marriage certificate in paper form.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Other

Please expand on your answer:



Surely if the ceremony was not officiated by an authorised officiant then it should automatically be invalid even though one party was aware of it. Other
than that I agree.

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is the job of the officiant to ensure these matters are carried out. These are fundamental to the ceremony and if they are not carried out it is void and
will have to be done again.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Other



Please expand on your answer:

1. Agreed
2. 3. and 4. disagree as marriage leads to the couple being together. If that is not possible then there is no point in a marriage

No

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Provided that access is available to any members of the public who wish to attend as it should be a public ceremony.

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is unlikely that this would fulfil the requirement that the ceremony is available to the public.

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

see answer to previous question.

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

see question 69

Consultation Question 72:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(1) the same fee as other cases in which the registration officer must travel to the person giving notice, set nationally on a cost-recovery basis; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

I doubt whether the law discourages marriage. People don't get married because they no longer wish to make a life-long commitment.
I don't expect these proposals to make much difference to the number of marriages.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YFB9-Y

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-02 16:12:25

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I have been married since 1971 and the marriage was conducted according to the rites of the Catholic Church and attended by a registrar.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a serious commitment and declaring the intention to marry provides to society in general, an indication of intent.

Consultation Question 5:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I would accept that as long as the period of notice commences on the date of the in-person interview.

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

Society at large is a stakeholder in a marriage and so a longer period, say at least 6 weeks, should be required so as to give people time to be aware of the
forthcoming marriage.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Interviews should be in person with no exceptions. This may mean the interviewer has to got to the interviewee in certain circumstances.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The identity of the officiant is not necessary assuming they are licensed to perform marriages.

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

No

Please expand on your answer:



War damage is an unlikely situation but there would be no harm in leaving the rules as they stand.

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

This should happen to guard against, for example, bigamous marriage or forced marriage.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Officiants' responsibility needs to go further that what is proposed.
They should have to ensure the content and tone of the legal ceremony is sufficient to uphold the dignity and solemnity of marriage. This would probably
mean having to conform to some prescribed standard.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There should be an independent body to monitor officiants' performance or at least to whom officiants' behaviour can be reported.

Consultation Question 38:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is imperative that both parties to a marriage should be present and that consent must be given orally unless of course a physical condition prevents
this.
There has to be a minimum prescribed form of words as there has been for centuries past. Indeed the modern marriage ceremony allows variations in
what may be said so there should be no more latitude given than this.
Marriage is supposed to be a lifelong commitment and would be demeaned by allowing parties to say what they like or indeed nothing at all. A marriage
is not peculiar simply to the couple being married but there is a responsibility to the wider community as well and some prescribed form of words is vital
so that everybody knows what has been undertaken.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a solemn commitment and as such must follow a prescribed form. Otherwise it is trivialised and demeaned. If a couple want to introduce
other aspects to their wedding, then these should be done outside of the marriage ceremony itself after they have made their commitments.
The ceremony itself must be kept quite separate from any form of trivialisation.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No



Please expand on your answer:

"Open doors" maintains the public nature of a marriage and is essential to maintain this ancient tradition. It helps protect against forced marriages which
is still a problem in some areas.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The solemnity of marriage is paramount. Allowing marriages to take place anywhere risks trivialisation and demeans the ceremony. Appropriate places
for marriage ceremonies are licensed and should remain so. Conducting what would in effect be a private ceremony without open doors should not be
allowed.

Please share your views below:

The law may allow some venues to be used for marriage ceremonies but these should be licensed. It is completely inappropriate for marriages to take
place just anywhere.
If a couple want this, thwy are free to do so and they can use an unofficial "officiant" but it should not be construed as a legally binding marriage.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The location should be licensed otherwise the choice becomes subjective and opinions could vary from officiant to officiant.

Consultation Question 52:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Who defines guidelines as to what is safe and what is dignified? Some locations suggested previously, in my opinion, would definitely be lacking in dignity.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Very few people who use the Welsh language do not understand English. On the other hand, the majority of English speakers do not understand Welsh.
Therefore, if a couple wish to have their documenation in Welsh, it should also be in English. In Wales, I can't think of any official documentation that is in
Welsh only and not bilingual.

Consultation Question 56:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Witnesses are essential.

Consultation Question 58:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

All preliminaries and the actual ceremony should take place face-to-face. There is too much scope for fraud otherwise.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:



Please share your views below:

I don't see the current law discourages marriage. If it does then perhaps the commitment required is missing from the couple's relationship.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YU1N-J

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-02 16:12:28

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

N/a

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Not confidential

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Legally married in the UK

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/a

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/a

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/a

Consultation Question 2:



Please share your views below:

No legal barriers

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

N/a

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a most solemn and binding commitment. This requirement is a minimum link between the couple and a relevant district of residence.

Consultation Question 5:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Don't fully understand the Possible implications of the question

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

This is a minimum requirement for such a solemn commitment

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

I am opposed to this idea. Marriage should remain a solemn and binding commitment and remote or virtual interviews tend towards a minimising of the
significance of the commitment which is being undertaken

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Yes, I agree that this provision should continue.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Don't understand the question (what is "the schedule"?)

Consultation Question 11:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Don't know

Consultation Question 12:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This would be an entirely reasonable and helpful provision

Please share your views below:

No

Consultation Question 13:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Banns should be published where marriage is to take place

Consultation Question 14:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Don't know

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Don't know

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Don't know

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Current system is appropriate going forward

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a solemn and binding commitment - the required procedures should reflect that status

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No, many churches, particularly smaller ones, would need a registration officer to be present to ensure that they are fully compliant with the legal
requirements



Consultation Question 21:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Don't know

Consultation Question 22:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Don't know

Consultation Question 23:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Don't know

Consultation Question 24:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Don't know

Please share your views below:

No organisation or type of organisation should be allowed to officiate at weddings if there involvement could in any way compromise, or appear to
compromise, the solemnity of the marriage commitment

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

I disagree strongly with this suggestion on the grounds that the phrase "contrary to public policy or morality" is highly subjective and could be used to
permit only "politically correct" purposes. Specifically there is a serious danger that the promotion of historic Christian and Biblical (and legal) purposes
could be deemed contrary to "public policy or morality" in some areas of morality, and so lead to organisations being wrongly excluded.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Don't know

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Allowing independent officiants to conduct legally binding marriages risks trivialising marriage (see, for example, the range of bizarre venues and even
costumes, in which independent officiants have already conducted - non-legally binding marriages!)

Consultation Question 30:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I strongly disagree with allowing independent officiants to conduct legally binding marriages under any circumstances so cannot agree with this proposal.

Consultation Question 32:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not sure how this would be assessed - and by whom!

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I strongly disagree with independent officiants being allowed to conduct legally binding marriages under any circumstances

Consultation Question 34:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Disagree with the whole premise of the question

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I very strongly agree with this

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Such guidance should however take proper account of religious beliefs and customs i.e. the guidance should be limited to what is required to ensure
legal compliance

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I strongly disagree with the assumption that independent officiants should be permitted to conduct legally binding marriage ceremonies under any
circumstances



Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

As stated above, I strongly disagree with the assumption that independent officiants should be permitted to conduct legally binding marriage ceremonies
under any circumstances

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is, and should remain, a solemn and binding commitment and the current form "prescribed words" constitutes a sound basis for ensuring, as
far as possible, that this continues to be emphasised and recognised.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The important thing in a marriage ceremony is that it reflects the seriousness of the commitment being undertaken - not necessarily (and certainly not
primarily) the personal preferences or otherwise of the two parties involved

Consultation Question 44:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Don't know

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A marriage is not solely a private matter but a serious event for society as a whole. Moreover the current requirement that marriage ceremonies should
take place with open doors can serve as a safeguard where there might be of coercion, or even bigamy, being involved.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No



Please expand on your answer:

As previously stated, marriage is a solemn and legally binding state and there should be no possibility of this being undermined by inappropriate - even
trivialising - venues being used. If the proposal were to be implemented it is unclear what safeguards could be put in place and how they might work

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YU1G-B

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-02 16:21:03

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

N/A

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

N/A

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not yet married, due this year.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not yet married, due this year.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not yet married, due this year.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not yet married, due this year.

Consultation Question 2:



Please share your views below:

Our wedding is due to be an outdoor civil ceremony requiring a legal ceremony also.
The legal ceremony will be on a different date for the only reason to be legally married.
It will mean out legal wedding date & the date we are holding our 'actual' civil wedding wil be on different dates.

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Terrible. The wedding industry has been set aside ( like many other industries). The constant changes in numbers has caused many friends and family i
know heartache, financial burden and mental well being struggles.
A wedding provides a solid guest list of people, to whom are mainly built up of smaller bubbles. This is much more controlled of which of a restaurant or
pub and doesn't seem fair to not have gone ahead in the same socially distanced way with the capacity of the venue with distanced included. The
uncertainty moving into this year is painful.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

not enough knowledge to comment

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

2020 has shown that the virtual response can be added to almost any working environment.

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

I believe it should be further in advance to allow the final 7-14 days before a wedding to fully focus on the wedding day itself.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

2020 has shown that the virtual response can be added to almost any working environment.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

not enough knowledge to comment

Consultation Question 9:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

not enough knowledge to comment

Consultation Question 10:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

not enough knowledge to comment

Consultation Question 11:



Other

Please expand on your answer:

not enough knowledge to comment

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If the wedding cannot go ahead then this should be granted.

Please share your views below:

Yes, if the wedding cannot go ahead because of the circumstance out of their control / not directed to the bride and groom it should be honoured.

Consultation Question 13:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

not enough knowledge to comment

Consultation Question 14:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

not enough knowledge to comment

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

not enough knowledge to comment

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

not enough knowledge to comment

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

not enough knowledge to comment

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:

I believe that both civil and anglican weddings should be recognised in the same legal way.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

To have a legal overview of the wedding this should fall under the officiant

Consultation Question 20:

No



Please expand on your answer:

Both anglican and civil weddings should be treated equally

Consultation Question 21:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

not enough knowledge to comment on why there are 2.
If there isnt need for a further Registrar legally then one should be sufficient.

Consultation Question 22:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

not enough knowledge to comment

Consultation Question 23:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

not enough knowledge to comment

Consultation Question 24:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

not enough knowledge to comment

Please share your views below:

not enough knowledge to comment

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Both 1 & 2 should provide enough support for the marriage.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

not enough knowledge to comment

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

not enough knowledge to comment

Consultation Question 28:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

not enough knowledge to comment

Consultation Question 29:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

As long as legally binding.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As long as legally binding

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As long as legally binding

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

as long as legally binding

Consultation Question 33:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Fees should remain within the same bracket depending on country /venue.

Consultation Question 34:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

not enough knowledge to comment

Consultation Question 35:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The role of a officiant should'nt be judged dependant on their personal life.
Its a job many choose to do out of their own love for others and their happiness.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

To Keep a certain element of the traditions and wording.

Consultation Question 37:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

not enough knowledge to comment

Consultation Question 38:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

as is legally required and fair

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

as is legally fair

Consultation Question 40:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

not enough knowledge to comment

Consultation Question 41:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

not enough knowledge to comment

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Agreed with the above.

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Everyone has different ways in which they want to get married whether by preference or choice / belief & there should be no part of the wedding that
fully stops that by law.

Consultation Question 44:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

not enough knowledge to comment

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

To keep with tradition for a wedding vows or celebrant speech but adhering to the civil ceremony chosen.

Please share your views below:

not enough knowledge to comment

Consultation Question 46:

Other

Please expand on your answer:



not enough knowledge to comment

Consultation Question 47:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Public should not be involved or in the vicinity of a private wedding.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The wedding venue should be the choice of the bride & groom. There are many reasons behind this and the legality of having a wedding for EG outdoors
should be allowed at a wedding venue.

outdoors,, on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

All of the above.
I am planning an outdoor wedding, the venue is approved however i cannot legally marry.
This is how we have chosen to spend our day to suit our relationship and views.
Many preference may include family traditions, reasons for work & sickness.
No wedding should be stopped due to the venue chosen. Its a very old view in my opinion for this to be the law.

Consultation Question 49:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

not enough knowledge to comment

Consultation Question 50:

Other

Other

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I am a non- religious person, my reasoning for not being married in a church.
However i dont believe a religious wedding shouldn't be able to go ahead in the same 'any venue of choice' as what is requested for a civil ceremony.

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It shouldnt be the decision of anyone but the Wedding party where they choose to marry.

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

A wedding shouldnt be stopped because of this personal preference from an officiant. A new officiant should be found to have their own opinion if
required.

Other

Please expand on your answer:



not enough knowledge to comment

Consultation Question 53:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This would make it easier for the wedding party to decide on a venue that is legally going to meet the needs of their wedding but i dont think its a
requirement.

Please share your views below:

N/A

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Dont feel apart from the date and location, 3 isnt a requirement.

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Should have this option open to welsh citizens.

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

In terms of sustainability and moving with the times this options seems only the next step for the future.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

not enough knowledge to comment

Other

Please expand on your answer:

not enough knowledge to comment

Consultation Question 58:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

not enough knowledge to comment

Consultation Question 59:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

not enough knowledge to comment



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Not sure of the legalities rather than the respect for the couple.

Consultation Question 60:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

not enough knowledge to comment

Consultation Question 61:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

not enough knowledge to comment

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

None

Consultation Question 63:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

not enough knowledge to comment

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

as long as legal and fair

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

In case of any further deterioration

Consultation Question 66:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

not enough knowledge to comment

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

as long as legal and fair

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



as long as legal and fair

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

as long as legal and fair

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

none

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

as per couples interests and requests

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

n/a

Consultation Question 71:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

none

Consultation Question 72:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

not enough knowledge to comment

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

none

Other

Please expand on your answer:

not enough knowledge to comment

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

not enough knowledge to comment

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

none

Chapter 12: Fees



Consultation Question 75:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

not enough knowledge to comment

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

no extra fee should be in place.

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

as preference to the couple

Consultation Question 78:

No

Please expand on your answer:

the location / venue should have this granted under their own licences and insurance, it should'nt fall to extra costs for the couple/registrar.

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

the location / venue should have this granted under their own licences and insurance, it should'nt fall to extra costs for the couple.

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The cost should be set for the time / service provided not in addition.

Consultation Question 81:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

not enough knowledge to comment

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

no further charges should be in place.

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

there should be no extra fee - 2

Consultation Question 84:



Other

Please expand on your answer:

not enough knowledge to comment

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Where it doesn't discourage, the additional legal side adds additional financial stress.
Couples choose to marry under civil ceremonies and then later or before legally.
This wouldn't add to the number of couples choosing to marry but make the process easier and smoother.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

1. Availability is always smaller. The cheapest option for my legal wedding is currently on a Tuesday with my wedding the following Saturday. Providing
small but additional costs & also meaning my legal wedding isn't the same date as planned for the civil wedding.
2. I have chosen the smallest option 2 witness and myself and partner. This isnt personal choice rather than the cheapest and simplest option to be
legally married for our civil ceremony.
3. N/A or understand as not religious.
4. Our civil ceremony venue is a high cost but also of personal preference, its the additional annoyance and understanding of why we cannot legally
marry where we chose that causes the stress and need for a different legal wedding date. We choose to marry in front of our friends and family and
where that is chosen shouldnt change by law.
5. As explained in point 1, it also doesnt allow for immediate family members / parents to see the 'legal wedding' due to a big increase in the most cost
effective way of legally being married.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No comments

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

no comments to add

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Personal preference has chosen our venue, it would be amazing to have one day which combines both our chosen venue, our guests and the legal
wedding all being on the same date chosen. Rather than having to have seperate dates and costs.
Moving into the current world of weddings and choices the current law is out dated and doesnt allow for weddings to proceed how they should be.

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

no comments

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

no comments to add

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

It should be the personal preference of the couple where they should to marry & legally.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



It should be the personal preference of the couple where they should to marry & legally.

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

no comments to add

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

no comments to add

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

Any additional costs should be combined / included into the wedding venues rates and costs given to the couple of the first request for them.
Currently there are additional costs for both legal and civil ceremonies, these will only make the process easier for all involved.
It will also provide some civil ceremonies more couples who wish to use them due to the legal requirement added.
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I conduct humanist weddings that are not legally recognised in England.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

All the couples, for whom I organise a wedding, are clearly told that the ceremony will not confer legal status on their union.

No

Please expand on your answer:

All of the couples, for whom I have conducted a wedding ceremony, chose to have a civil marriage ceremony prior to holding their humanist ceremony.
They found this both offensive and annoying and felt they had been forced into this decision in order to protect their legal status as a married couple.
They chose to have a humanist wedding ceremony because of their deeply held humanist beliefs and they wanted a ceremony that matched these beliefs
and one conducted by a celebrant who shared these beliefs.
They also valued their humanist wedding ceremony for allowing them to hold this ceremony in a place that was highly significant to them and in a form
that they felt best suited their needs and desires and that was a true reflection of them as individuals and as a couple.
As a humanist celebrant, I have also had experience of couples who wanted a humanist ceremony but could not afford two ceremonies and were obliged
to have only a civil ceremony for cost reasons.

Other



Please expand on your answer:

In my experience, my own local Council charges a lot for almost any civil ceremony that humanist couples feel compelled to take up to ensure the legal
status of their marriage. When I enquired about the cheapest form of ceremony namely a 'statutory wedding ceremony' I found it was almost always
booked up and further that they only offered one such ceremony a month.
This resulted in some couples being unable to afford two ceremonies and being forced to abandon their preferred humanist ceremony.

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

As previously suggested, the main barrier is the lack of legal recognition given to humanist wedding ceremonies. Unlike other members of the public who
hold religious beliefs, humanists are denied the right to contract legal marriage in a way that properly reflects their own sincere belief code.
Humanist couples deeply desire to be able to contract legal marriage in a place of significance to them, held by a celebrant who has similar humanist
beliefs and done in a manner that reflects these beliefs. In other words they wish to be treated on an equal footing to members of religious traditions.

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This seems totally acceptable and logical but I also suggest that there is no need for a registrar to attend religious marriage ceremonies where the union
is already going to be recognised in law.
In paragraphs 5.58-9, it should of course be the case that civil registrars are debarred from officiating at humanist marriages, as well as religious ones

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is broadly the right approach, as I feel that the Law should stop basing recognition of marriages exclusively on the buildings in which they are held.
This is to avoid discriminating against those people whose beliefs align with groups that don’t have places of worship.
Nomination by recognised responsible organisations such as religious bodies, Humanists UK, etc. is appropriate.



Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I object strongly to the proposed definition as it fails to reflect, or make clear that the sole or principal purpose of a qualifying organisation must be to
advance its belief system.
Further the use of the word "secular" is most inadvisable as it is a rather imprecise term that can be variously interpreted. Humanism is in the 'religion or
belief' category unlike a Fishing Club which is correctly defined as a 'secular organisation'.

Please share your views below:

Creating a list of 'non-qualifying organisations' seems unnecessary and problematic. It would be easier to state the characteristics required for
qualification than to create a complete list on non-qualifying organisations. The latter would of course need constant revision as old organisations close
and new ones open.

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This feels very dangerous as these are very basic requirements and could easily lead to pure profit seeking celebrants banding together simply to
maximise income.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

I do not like this suggestion because of the vague phrase " promotes purposes that are unlawful or contrary to public policy or morality". These are very
subjective criteria and who gets to decided them? After all, Promoting the Abolition of Slavery was once against "public policy" in England!

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This feels like a clear invitation for untrained and unregulated individuals to start businesses based purely on the profit motive - something the Law
Commission has previously been against. It seems contradictory to be keen to limit the fees charged by a belief-based celebrant but not by someone who
just does it for the money. This is of no benefit to couples seeking marriage.

Consultation Question 30:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This seems sensible in principle but it might be wise to allow the registrar general to have the power to refuse an application from someone nominated if
they have reason to think they are not a fit and proper person.
Also, what about up-to-date DBS checks as a requirement to help protect the public?

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Firstly, this is the understanding that applies to humanist celebrants in both Scotland (HSS) and in Northern Ireland (HUK) where it seems to be working
well enough.
However it needs to be made clear that sometimes charging a higher fee (versus other belief organisations) does not equate with "elevating the making
of profits above the expression of their beliefs".
Humanist ceremonies are almost always quite time-consuming to construct with the celebrant spending a lot of time to fashion a truly bespoke ceremony
and usually carrying out a rehearsal at the venue so as to perfect the ceremony. These are not standard texts or procedures as is often found in religious
ceremonies or from civil registrars.
The costs incurred by humanist celebrants (time, travel, equipment) can vary widely by ceremony type and even across different parts of the country and
these would need to be allowed for in any fee structure.

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Firstly I do not think that commercial celebrants should gain legal recognition for their marriages (see answer to Q 29).
Secondly, the rule against "conflict of interest" is very vague and probably unenforceable.
Thirdly, allowing independent officiants to charge whatever they like (i.e. make profit their main aim) opens couples up to exploitation - something the
Law Commission has been keen to avoid with belief-based marriage celebrants. Where's the protection for couples here?

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony



Consultation Question 42:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Quite simply, this is the proverbial 'can of worms' that should not be opened.
Presently there is a clear distinction between 'civil' ceremonies and religious / belief ceremonies. This has worked very well up until now.
Mixing the two could lead to all sorts of problems and confusion. Stay well away.

Please share your views below:

No, none.

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes because the original point of the "open Doors" requirement was to allow members of the public an opportunity to object to the marriage taking
place. This would be more than dealt with by official pre-publication of the intention to marry in an online notice system.

Repealing the 'open doors' requirement would be especially important for those many humanist ceremonies that take place in home / private garden
venues where security could be a problem with open doors.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Location is an important feature of a marriage ceremony for many couples. For religious people, their place of worship can be very meaningful and for
humanist couples, the ceremony location can also be vital.
Many of my couples had chose locations that were full of meaning and significance for them (where they first met, where they go to be truly together,
where one of them grew up etc). Location is one of the many details that humanist celebrants build their ceremonies around to make the whole event a
true reflection of the couple and their life together.

Please share your views below:

All these locations are in principle suitable. Most humanist ceremonies take place outdoors or in private homes where they are an important reflection of
the identities of the couple.
The key thing is to make sure that the dignity of the marriage can be maintained throughout the ceremony.

Consultation Question 49:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Other

Other

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Once again, a well-meaning desire to open things up is likely to lead to confusion. Whilst 'religious venues' are easier to define, what is a 'non religious
belief venue' apart from Conway Hall in London?
This is probably a situation where the 'cobbler should stick to his/her last'.

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes but with considerable caveats.
One could imagine that it would be appropriate for an officiant to decline to hold a wedding ceremony on the grounds of poor safety or insufficient
dignity but what are the criteria for making such a judgement and is this just a personal opinion or does it set a precedent?

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This is complicated. The officiant should be able to decline to conduct a marriage ceremony in a place that the officiant deems to be unsafe or lacking in
sufficient dignity but this is their personal decision and should not turn into a direct responsibility of the officiant. Responsibility should really lie with
those most acquainted with the location namely the venue owner (e.g. hotel or stately home manager, the house owner, the public authority in charge of
the park / gardens). In more open contexts such as a beach or cliff top, the couple whose wedding it is should bear responsibility for ensuring pubic safety
as long as the officiant agrees with their assessment.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Seems like a good idea.

Please share your views below:

Safety assessments for regularly used locations are currently already done and should continue as they are currently organised.
The level of 'dignity' is more subjective and is probably best left to the officiant and couple..

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There will always be couples who prefer a simple and inexpensive marriage ceremony.
Given that humanist weddings are not yet legal marriages, there is a demand for a quick and simple legal option - the statutory ceremony. However local
councils must be made to provide these in sufficient number, to advertise them well and to not put unreasonable restrictions on such basic ceremonies.

Consultation Question 78:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There is plentiful evidence that civil wedding ceremonies can be very expensive (£1,000 +) and a standardised rate for extra time costs plus other
legitimate expenses such as catering or extra staff should be incorporated.
It seems odd that civil registrars can make a substantial profit but religious and non-religious belief officiants are constrained in this area.

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

I do not have experience of couples who have completely given up the idea of getting married due to the current law. However, I do have experience of 
two couples who reluctantly gave up their ideas of a humanist ceremony as they could not afford to do both a civil ceremony and a humanist one. 
 
Whether the provisional proposals might lead to a net increase in couples being legally married, this is hard to say. It is however likely the this could 
happen amongst Muslim couples many of whom are apparently unaware of the lack of legal status of many of religious marriages in their religious 
tradition.



 
The experience from Scotland, once humanist marriages were made legal, strongly suggests that there is a substantial unserved demand for the legal
humanist option.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Points 1 & 5
I have already referred to potential clients who felt forced to have a register office wedding instead of their preferred humanist ceremony due to the
'extra' cost involved.
I have also mentioned how my local council strictly rations the cheaper statutory ceremony whose existence they hardly publicise.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

1. As already stated there will be considerable financial savings to humanist couples if the statutory ceremony is more widely available from registrars
(especially if humanist weddings are not legally recognised). Other couples would also benefit from more tighter regulation of registrar marriage
ceremony costs.
2. All couples who want a legally recognised marriage ceremony, in currently unavailable locations, will benefit greatly in terms of satisfaction and cost
from being able to marry in a meaningful location.
3. For humanist couples in particular, the ability to be legally married in one single humanist ceremony would save a lot of extra cost and organisational
time.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

I understand from couples that the cost of a registrar coming out to a humanist wedding is very high, something that could be avoided if humanist
officiants were able to perform this task.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I expect that liberalising the laws in England and Wales,to allow both outdoors and humanist marriages and to reduce the residency requirements, would
almost certainly make England and Wales a more attractive destination for weddings.

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

As previously mentioned, I think that the provisional proposals would, on the whole, potentially reduce the cost for humanist couples who deem legal
marriage to be essential but who would prefer to have just the one humanist ceremony.
Experience in Scotland, after humanist marriages were made legal, shows the extraordinary level of pent-up demand that could be released by well
thought out proposals to change the marriage laws in England (and Wales).
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Consultation Question 1:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Officiants should have a wider responsibility to ensure that the content and tone of the legal ceremony upholds the dignity and solemnity of marriage.

Proposals need to to define what is meant by dignity and solemnity.

The safeguarding of the marriage ceremony is paramount.

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It should not be possible to get married without being present at the marriage ceremony.

The phrases used at a marriage ceremony ( and these are already flexible ) are very important and should not be undermined and personalised.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

We must not forget the seriousness and solemnity of the marriage ceremony. Weddings are public declarations which society and the state have an
interest in.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriages are in the interest of the general public and community as well as the couple, family and friends. Open Doors is a safeguard against forced
marriages.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriages should be held in appropriate places for such a significant ceremony.

on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:



The marriage ceremony needs to be accessible.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Because of safeguarding and to guard against forced marriages.

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

It needs to be clarified more as to how venues should be tested for dignity and safety. Stringent safeguards are needed.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

More definition is needed.

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YU1U-S

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-02 17:03:17

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

The principle of including 'time' in the process leading up to a wedding is a good

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Trying to identify a sham is onerous and fraught. It is very reasonable that ALL prospective couples should be willing to prove their existence in person.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Yes in s certain set of predetermined conditions as alluded to. There should still be the in person interview.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The threshold for 'risk of harm' should be high, and not determined by the couple to me married.

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There is no need to identify the officiant

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

This should not be tightly controlled

Consultation Question 13:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This is a matter for the Church of England to decide

Consultation Question 14:

Other



Please expand on your answer:

They should be maintained but defaulting to a suitable local alternative.

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

The should be made more widely available such as online

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Of course they should, this is a church matter

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes they should be required to, it has been put there for a good reason.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

The state should not wrestle this away from the established church

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is important

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Many churches do not have their own authorised person. the current system works well. Are you suggesting that they should not ne allowed to? Why
shouldn't registrars be able to concur the legality of properly conducted religious weddings?
There needs to be some official there who understands what is required.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This is good but it should not be automatic. There should be some though limited assessment of their capability.

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:



Other

Please expand on your answer:

A humanism wedding wording should have:
- the same safeguards in terms of legal right to marry
- a high level of commitment between two two parties even if the 'vow's' are not made before God

Please share your views below:

No. We are already living in a secular environment. Such a list would be impossible to maintain. What keeps a wedding from slipping into who know what
is the presence of the officiating officer

Consultation Question 25:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

The principle is good but for established denominations there are churches with less than twenty attending regularly who should not have this long held
ability to hold weddings taken away

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

No. Are you saying that the ever changing secular standards of morality, so often at odds with Godly ones, should determine whether a church is fit to
conduct a wedding. This is a preposterous suggestion.
Should the organisation break the criminal law that is another matter.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Yes. We make the assumption that they are responsible enough to do so.
As earlier question on the automatic recognition of Authorised persons

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This opens the door to weddings to be anything and everything with every chance that the dignity of the marriage union would be lost.
Nor should financial incentives be allowed to creep in

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The prospect 'officiant' should be a man or women of character and standing

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As long as there is no conflict of interests, as already mentioned, then this is fine

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is far too vague to say yes to!

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No. The government as our leaders should make laws that uphold standards not liberalise them. Everyone is affected, society suffers and particularly
children when marriages commitments are weakened. This proposal will produce marriages that do not have commitment, nor vows, not even some
contractual commitment but a 'consent' in other words they are 'allowing' it.

Consultation Question 43:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Does not the Law Commission wish to uphold the solemnity and dignity of marriage? Then why open the door to weddings which are likely to be no more
than an entertainment/adventure day and purchased from bodies offering such.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

There is no reason why the service should not be significantly religious is that is what is desire over and above a civil backdrop

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

It should be allowed either before or afterwards

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

To allow this would further undermine society. This is an important means of accountability which hinders forced weddings etc. But also it recognises that
we the wider society are affected. We should do all we can to maintain this.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

They should be accessible to the public as mentioned so not in the middle of a lake etc. These series of questions about location are similar to the ones
that aim to allow 'anything' and now 'anywhere'.
The criteria need to be carefully considered so as not to encourage the removal of the dignity of the event. Because it is so open to the pursuit of
increasingly bizarre possibilities it is safer to limit it to say 'in building or in the grounds of a building'.

outdoors,, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

And within hotels, council and religious buildings

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

they should be publicly accessible

Consultation Question 50:

No

No



No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is a useful safeguard

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It would have been better to put this expressed wish earlier in the section!

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Guidance, not legally binding

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

The host should approach the one who is officiating for their consent.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes but if they are a parent then they were/are either a mother or father!

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As long at the in person aspect has taken place at the wedding.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:



There must be witnesses and a signing.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Persons in these situations should be able to be married in a private home or chapel

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It may be 'tidy' to do this but it works and is right for such special cases

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Name of the ship and the name of the officiant

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(1) the same fee as other cases in which the registration officer must travel to the person giving notice, set nationally on a cost-recovery basis; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

The likely outcome is that more will be legally married which is good, however there is every likelihood that the level of commitment will not improve
rather weaken.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

The government should encourage marriage but keeping the costs to a minimum. where the couple choose to have their wedding elsewhere them the
current scenario of cost based on free market forces is right.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :



Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YU1D-8

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-02 17:03:40

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Many churches rely on civil registrar to register weddings as they dont have their own delegated person. I attend a small church and it would affect us as
we rarely host weddings. We have one later this year and, as the couple attend our church, it would mean much more to them to be married in the
Church that they know.
I understand that about half of places of worship do not have an authorised person, so would be unable to conduct weddings under these new
proposals.

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

"contrary to public policy or morality" is too subjective an assessment. It would risk those with unpopular but entirely legal views being excluded from
nominating officials.

The test should focus on objective criteria, which could include promoting purposes that are illegal or support illegal activity such as terrorism), that
advocate the overthrow of democracy or that undermine the rule of law.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

At the moment, wedding officials are either highly trained registrars or religious representatives who are likely to have strongly held beliefs on marriage.
Allowing independent officiants would open the way to those who do not place such a high value on marriage.
Independent officiants can currently conduct weddings that are not legally binding. Many of these undermine the dignity of marriage, and these could be
made legally binding if individual officiants were allowed.
At the moment there is no financial incentive to officiate at a wedding. If the market were opened up in this way, it makes weddings a commercial
concern. This also risks defeating the goal of reducing the costs of wedding venues, which was one of the stated aims the Government gave the Law
Commission in 2018.
It is unclear what safeguards or training would be in place for independent celebrants.

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The "prescribed words" form a foundation for the declarations that are required for a marriage. Without them the ceremony can be meaningless, and
nothing more than a certificate from the Government. I believe marriage should be founded on solemn promises between the two parties. Under these
proposals, it would be possible to have a legal ceremony where no words were said, or any promises.
The "prescribed words" make up a small part of the ceremony. As the rules are already flexible about the rest of the ceremony, it is difficult to imagine
that the "prescribed words" couldnt be included at some stage.

Consultation Question 43:

No



Please expand on your answer:

It is important that a legal wedding ceremony reflects the seriousness of the commitment the parties are making than for it to be personalised to the
couple.
Non legally binding ceremonies can already be as personalised as people want. If people can customise their own weddings, they might mix and match
from different faith ceremonies, which could be highly offensive to people of those faiths.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The "open doors" requirement is a valuable part of the celebrations making it clear that marriage is important to society as a whole. It is also a way of
protecting against forced marriage and bigamy.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There are serious concerns as to what safeguards would prevent unsuitable venues being used. How will the dignity of such ceremonies be guaranteed?
The consultation states the venues would need to be "dignified" and "safe" but who decides what this would be. It's not clear.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUTB-9

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-02 17:30:25

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

PPT Bovey Tracey (church of England parish)

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Response on behalf of an organisation

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

n/a

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

n/a



Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Ambivalent. The danger of sham or forced marriage is real, but it is increasingly difficult to arrange wedding interviews even in a rural church, where one
party is well known but living away, and wanting to return home for a wedding often months away.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

ambivalent

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Couples here are often planning up to 2 years in advance. It is hard for the vicar to be able to commit to dates that far ahead.

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

If clergy move from a parish - eg retirement or new appointment, perhaps the new office holder has the automatic right to preside, (if acceptable to the
couple), or the Rural Dean can nominate someone acceptable to perform the ceremony.

Consultation Question 13:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Banns is unnecessary and ineffective. BUT it is important for notice to be given publicly to church congregations, and for the couples to be remembered
in the public prayers before the wedding.



Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

If banns are retained, it is pastorally wise for prayers and notice to be given in the home parishes of the parties.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

We do need the power to see documentary evidence. I do not see the need to meet with each of the couple separately, rather than together, especially if
we are still calling banns for couples with a remote connection.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

This seems a sensible proposal

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:

This would simplify administration, but a potential problem arising from profound differences over the nature of marriage, when the state starts to
recognise preliminaries that the church does not.. eg same sex couples, divorcees etc

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Please share your views below:

We want to uphold the dignity of marriage, and it does not seem appropriate or seemly for other organisations - political, sporting or cultural, no matter
how sincere or enthusiastic their supporters, to conduct marriage.

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

The Law is established by Parliament, and can be challenged and changed through the political system. You would do well to avoid trying to establish
what 'public policy or morality' is beyond the Law- unless you want to be driven by the winds of shifting public opinion.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Not sure I see the problem: if the religious organisation nominates the office holder it will surely do so from a pool of named individuals?

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a public union, and a key part of the fabric of community. This is the key factor, rather than a false dichotomy between business and belief.

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

don't know

Consultation Question 35:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

This is vitally important, but it is not just the conduct but the content of the ceremony that will establish or undermine the marriage. Much clearer
definition is required. The common ground of what constitutes marriage, and how serious a commitment it represents, is being steadily eroded in our
society.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A marriage is a physical union, and both parties must be physically present to solemnise a marriage. Unless one party lacks the ability to speak, they must
articulate publicly the nature of the commitment they are entering into. The use of prescribed words makes clear that we cannot not just make up our
own definition of marriage- it is a commonality

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Because marriage is the foundational institution of society, it cannot be defined afresh at every marriage. Though there is already space for much
personalisation of wedding ceremonies, there must be a common core which befits the solemnity of the undertaking.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It is vitally important that this measure is not used to impose a view held in wider society on a religious minority. There has to be a place where Law
meets morality. Tolerance requires society not to demand of a religious group assent to same-sex marriage, and equally demands of a religious group
conformity to a society view grounded in law eg - not allowing children to marry.



Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I don't understand why this is necessary. If a particular church does not permit marriage after divorce, but is willing to bless that relationship, why is the
Law trying to tell a religious group what non-marriage rites it may provide?

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a public event, and must remain open to signify that status.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

assuming that safety is assured, this would seem reasonable, but as marriage is devalued, there is a real danger of a race to the bottom to hold weddings
in the most imaginative and bizarre locations

outdoors,

Please share your views below:

Only in private homes if one party is bed-bound or close to death.
Outdoor weddings in the UK are very dependent on our changeable weather.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Religious venues is newspeak for places hallowed for worship. Many religious people might be scandalised by couples demanding to marry in a
church/temple when they do not hold the same understanding of marriage. And the same might be true of a non-religious belief organisation

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The officiant must have the right to refuse to conduct a wedding, and the venue manager also

Consultation Question 52:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

While risk assessments have become part of our culture and enable safety to be quantified, a 'dignity assessment' is much more subjective, and a race to
the bottom is sadly inevitable.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The historical value of wedding registers must not be watered down, merely because of embarrassment at family disputes, broken relationships etc.

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Don't know

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Witnesses seem essential to me

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 60:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A remote wedding may be technically possible, but seems self-contradictory

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Weddings should be publicly accessible

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Weddings should be publicly accessible

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(1) the same fee as other cases in which the registration officer must travel to the person giving notice, set nationally on a cost-recovery basis; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

It has never been easier to marry, or divorce, and marriage rates have rarely been lower. It is not the Law but our culture which is at fault, failing to treat
marriage with the solemnity that a healthy society needs to flourish.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

If we treat weddings as a saleable commodity like books, the impact of abolishing the Recommended Retail price was to allow Amazon and high street
chains to overwhelm smaller bookshops.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

As  I mourn the reducing numbers of weddings, but I do not want church weddings privileged in any way- I value our freedom to worship and
believe



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUDE-V

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-02 17:31:25

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

private family

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Married for sixty years in church ceremony

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Knew it was recognised by law

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

no legal barriers



Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

no strong views on this issue

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

should not be less than 7 days

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Remote interviews are more open to individual being subject to third party pressure

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There would need to be a prior interview to assess risk of harm

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Agreed provided there is time and opportunity to determine suitability of substitute officiant

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Agreed provided there is time to assess suitability of substitute

Please share your views below:

Use of substitute in any circumstances must be subject to external assessment of suitability



Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

leaves position of cross border marriages unclear

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Banns should be published in home churches of both parties where both have a church allegiance

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Agree with powers to call for evidence and prior meetings with both parties to ensure there is a genuine commitment by both parties

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Agree so as to ensure genuine unforced commitment by both parties

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

No reason to doubt quality of Anglican preliminaries

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Endorsing a list of other than religious or non-religious belief organisations would open the way endorsing frivolous or socially negative groups (eg. KKK)

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Not agreed as it would open the way to undesirable government censorship of religious and non-religious belief organisations

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Preferable to nominate individuals and stating their office

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There should be a maximum fee determined by government after consultation with religious and non-religious belief organisations

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Agreed subject to the Government specifying more precisely what is meant by dignity and solemnity with the objective of ensuring any legal ceremony
upholds the concept of marriage as a serious life-long commitment between the two parties in a legal contract with obligations to each other and to
society which grants certain concessions to married couples (eg; death duties)

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It appears that if this proposal is accepted the marriage would not necessarily take place at the wedding ceremony and the words which give expression
to consent would be at the discretion of the participants. We believe this situation would undermine the seriousness with which the participants should
regard the marriage contract. To ensure all marriages are regarded equally and are officially recognised there should be officially endorsed words
expressing the two parties commitment to marriage. These words should be spoken (or- for the dead or dumb - signed) at the wedding ceremony at
which both parties are present. It is important that the approved arrangements recognise that while the two parties are entering into a contract with each
other the contract is one in which society has had and should continue to have an interest in it. The wedding law should ensure both the personal
interests and society's interest are recognised and therefore a degree of formality and standardisation should be enshrined in the wedding ceremony.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See answer to Question 42. Marriage is a solemn contract in which both the participants and society as a whole have a legitimate interest. The wedding
ceremony should not therefore be at the discretion of the participants and officiant but should also be in a form approved by government on behalf of
society.

Consultation Question 44:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Agreed but government should be satisfied that the arrangements meet the reasonable requirements of society as a whole.

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The "open doors" requirement is a valuable protection against forced marriage - which still occurs - and should be retained. Moreover it helps sustain the
concept of the legitimate public interest in marriage which is not only a private issue .

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A wedding is a serious long term contract between the parties and one in which society has a legitimate interest particularly because it will have to deal
with the adverse consequences of any marriage breakdown (eg; impoverished partners; mental health problems; dysfunctional neglected children). It is
therefore necessary that the wedding take place in a location which reflects the serious nature of the contract being made. It is not just another
consumer experience.

outdoors,, on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

Difficult to see how an appropriate serious ceremony could be conducted in the air. There would need to be regulations relating to the other proposed
locations to ensure the appropriate seriousness and solemnity of the ceremony is recognised.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Society through the relevant local authority should have the right to issue regulations specifying minimum conditions which all wedding locations should
meet.

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Agreed provided there are appropriate regulations in place which specify what conditions need to be met to ensure safety and dignity

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

To be carried out by the local authority working within guidelines issued by General Register Office

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There should be witnesses to such an important contract

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Agreed subject to the parties not having gone through the ceremony with someone they knew was not an authorised officiant



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

These categories of persons should be able to have wedding

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Agreed provided other vessels were of a size above or comparable to a cross channel ferry

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Name of officiant should be given

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

We do not know or expect there to be such a demand but if there is it should be accepted

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(1) the same fee as other cases in which the registration officer must travel to the person giving notice, set nationally on a cost-recovery basis; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

We have no evidence

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No views on issues

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No evidence or views

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

no evidence

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

Government could face substantial costs if the revised arrangements resulted in time in an increase in marriage breakdown because it could have to
support impoverished partners from the failed marriage; possible mental health problems following marriage breakdown; and costs arising from
dysfunctional children inadequately parented following marriage breakdown. For these reasons we believe it essential that all elements of the wedding
arrangements are such as to encourage the parties to recognise the serious and long term nature of the contract they are entering into. This is more
likely to occur if there is a significant level of uniformity and formality in the arrangements together with recognition of society's interest in the wedding
arrangements. Weddings should not be viewed as a consumer experience which can be varied at will in each case to meet the current preferences of the
contracting parties.



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YU1E-9

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-02 17:42:11

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

We have circa 8 x 2 friends of our children (all in their 20s) who had to postpone or dramatically alter their weddings. All were marrying in Anglican 
churches and the churches were very helpful and flexible in enabling the necessary licences to be obtained in the new timescales required. Each couple 
saw the occasion as more about a solemn and binding commitment being made before witnesses and in the eyes of God and so the lack of guests and 
reception options did not prevent them engaging with the essentials of a marriage.



The fact that the govt prevented even small marriages with 5 people taking place in lockdown, was felt to be an indication that government and society
view marriage as more about the party than the commitment. This reflects an increasing sentimentalisation of marriage and fails to uphold the sober
reflection and serious nature of the commitment that embarking on life-long marriage should involve.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

This is a reasonable period of time within which the necessary checks can be made and also allows sober reflection by the parties, when the reality of the
marriage starts drawing tangibly close.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

I would favour this being retained as an option, where cicrumstances such as a pandemic require it, but I think the general rule should be in-person
interviews.
It would seem prudent to reserve the right to implement virtual interviews. In person interviews are far better at reading body language and picking up
clues as to forced marriages or other concerns.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

This seems reasonable, as long as a later in-person interview is still conducted.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is consonant with the public nature of marriage and accords with 21st century living, whereby we may not be well known locally, but in a more
geographically diverse sense.

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please consider an emergency clause, which could extend this in exceptional circumstances such as the recent national lockdowns.

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



The officiant has left their post/ resigned at short notice?

Consultation Question 13:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No comment

Consultation Question 14:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No comment

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

No. The point of the banns is that they need to be read in communities where the people are known. Requiring them to be read in their local parish is
important.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

When the couple are known to the church and the clergy concerned, (2) is probbaly not necessary, but arguably where a couple choose to get married in
a church in which they are not known, then yes (2) seems prudent.
(1) seems reasonable.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

The Anglican preliminaries underscore the sober nature of the marriage commitment being proposed. Unless there is any reason to suppose they are
less effective than the civil preliminaries then they should be retained.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please retain the right of Anglican clergy to officiate

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

My friend married in a small baptist church and whilst there was a religious service, there was also a civil registrar in attendance who supervised the
signing of the registrar and other such formalities in the adjacent room to the main church space. In small churches where there are not many weddings
each year, a nominated officiant route may not be practicable. To train to be a nominated officiant suggests someone would need to have a certain
amount of weddings to make this a plausible use of time.

The proposals mean that many of the 50% of churches who do not currently have a person authorised to conduct marriages, may no longer be able to
host such occasions if the option of a civil registrar attending is removed.

Consultation Question 21:



Other

Please expand on your answer:

No comment

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is an important aspect of the life of a local church.

Consultation Question 23:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I think the option of a civil registrar attending a church service and overseeing formalities should be retained in addition.

Consultation Question 24:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Any description must avoid organisations which trivialise marriage.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

'A sincerely held belief about marriage' is too vague. They could have a sincerely held belief that marriage was harmful and still meet this criterion.

(2) should read ' a wedding service or a sincerely held belief that the institution of marriage is a positive contribution to their beliefs and to society at
large'.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

The definition is too subjective.
What if public perception of morality is wider than the morality of a particular religion; would that be contrary to morality?

The definition should be more objective. Organisations, for example, that support terrorism, promote illegal activities or the overthrow of democracy or
oppose the rule of law, should not be allowed to nominate officiants.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Potentially, but only if the training they receive (such as in the anglican ordination process) provides sufficient grounding for this to be a reasonable part
of their duties.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is a reasonable protection for the public to check their officiant is suitable.

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Only officiants who will uphold the solemnity and dignity of marriage should be included on such a public list. The training they undertake, whether civil
or religious or secular must emphasise this.

There are currently many independent officiants who preside at non-legal ceremonies where gimmick rather than the nature of the vows and the state of
marriage being entered into are to the fore. Such elements degrade the dignity of marriage and are more suited to a reception than to a legally binding
ceremony. I am not in favour of such independent officiants being given legal status or placed on a public register.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The government must provide objective guidance and not rely on subjectivity in any definition.

Consultation Question 31:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

If this category is to proceed then they also need to provide evidence that they will ensure the dignity and solemnity of any service is maintained and that
gimmick is not to the fore.

The training also needs to ensure that the officiant has sufficient backbone not just to consider their role as a commercial enterprise where everywhere
whim of the couple is indulged, even at the exepnse of the solemnity of the occasion. How can this be proved? There is a time for celebration; there is a
time for the officiant to be sure the couple understand the vows being made.

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

See also answer to Q31.

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See also answer to Q31. There should be set fees.

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But I do think that civil registrars should continue to be able to oversee legalities at non Anglican church weddings as they do currently.

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This should be extended beyond their own conduct to the nature of the ceremonies with which they are involved.

An Anglican minister for example can only officiate at a service following the liturgy of the Anglican church, which emphasises the sober thought required
before entering into marriage and the solemnity of the married life on which the couple embark - as well as the joy of the occasion.

The advantage of this consultation is potentially its weakness. It is commendable to want make available a wider option of services to a mutlicultural
society. How are we to prevent marriage just being another consumable commodity based entirely on sentimentalism? The nature of the ceremony is key
here.

Please require the officiant to have responsibility to uphold the solemnity and dignity of marriage through the content and tone of the service.

In addition please provide greater objectivity to the words dignity and solemnity. Theses should not just be tick box standards, but meaningful
requirements.



Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

See answer to Q35

Consultation Question 37:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Some guidance may need to be required as to how an organisation might comply with this. Should they do spot checks for example?

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But in order for this to be meaningful you need to provide clear definitions in an objective way, so that it is not one person's subjective analysis aganist
another.

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Given the way these currently operate, without legal status, I think a higher degree of oversight will be required. Weddings carried out in fancy dress are
highly likely NOT to meet the solemnity and dignity test.

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I think it depends on what your CPD requirements are, how someone is authorised and how many ceremonies they conduct. If someone is not regularly
officiating then they may not keep up with legal changes.

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Whilst I think the prelimaries are a good foundation, To declare in front of witnesses that there is no legal impediment is important and emphasises the
legal solemnity of the covenant being made between the parties. It is also possible that something could have changed between the preliminaries being
drawn up and the date of the wedding.

The prescribed words are not that long and can easily be incorporated in an otherwise personalised ceremony. To retain prescribed words will actually
help the officiant be sure that the legal requirements have been met and that the service has been conducted with solemnity and dignity. How can it be
right to have a marriage ceremony where the only consent is signified in the signing of the schedule? Making declarations out loud helps the parties
internalise the importance of what they are saying and treat the occasion less casually.

If someone wishes for a casual/ relaxed service, that can be met by other aspects but should not undermine the commitment demonstrated in the
promises made. The inclusion of legally-required words also helps point the couple and their guests to the fact that marriage is not a private matter but a
public institution.

Consultation Question 43:



No

Please expand on your answer:

The main requirement must be that the dignity and solemnity of marriage is emphasised. The law must make it straightforward for officiants to decline
an instruction which would not meet this requirement. Set fees is one way of doing this, so that couples do not just resort to commercial pressure. A
particular ceremony should be allowed if it upholds the seriousness of the commitment being made. Couples can have a reception afterwards, following
themes to their taste, but the ceremony is a legal requirement and must be honoured with the solemnity that the new marital status bestowed on the
couple befits.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

A favourite hymn or reading from scripture would seem a reasonable compromise. The anglican wedding liturgy would not be appropriate.

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A marriage is a public not a private matter and this requirement upholds this.

It is also a reasonable protection aganist forced marriage, which continues to be a problem in some sections of our society.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There is much to commend in expanding the list of venues and of course in the pandemic had church gardens been recognised then many weddings
could have taken place safely.

However the venue chosen must be one that reinforces the seriousness of the marriage commitment. This must be centre stage, not the venue or fancy
dress.

What objective standards will be included to ensure a venue is 'dignified and safe'? Independent officiants at legally non-binding ceremonies have
conducted underwater weddings. I would argue that is not 'dignified and safe', what do the Law Commission propose?

Personalising a wedding ceremony must not detract from the life-long commitment being made. It is not just a party.

outdoors,, on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

Private homes - only where someone is bedridden or equivalent. A private ceremony should be the rare exception - even if in reality only those invited 
actually attend. 
 
In the air - I do not think this is really compatible with the public nature of marriage. If someone wished to get married in a hot ari balloon, then a suitable 
requirement would be for the prescribed words to be said at ground level where others could see/ hear. 
 
Outdoors - I think this could be permissible in the garden of a licensed venue or religious building. I can see that some beliefs might benefit from



stonehenge or equivalent being recognised. I think there needs to be a bit of clarity on why a site is suggested and whether it meets the solemnity, dignity
and seriousness of the occasion. 
 
Overall - an underling concern is about the inward nature of the personalisation of the cermeonies, which whilst in vogue as 'authentic self-expression'
does not help with the public facing, new unit of society aspect of a marriage. Could this perhaps be considered further.

Consultation Question 49:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Given the public nature of the commitment and the safe guards that an open door provides, making weddings possible in increasingly inaccessible
locations is unwise.

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

No

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

My answers are from the Anglican perspective. I do not think a consecrated anglican buidling could be used for a marriage in accordance with another
belief system.

I do not see a problem with say a religious ceremony taking place in a school, where that religion did not require a sense of sacred space.

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Only if the idea of a set fee for all officiants is approved and the officiant is not put under commercial pressure.

And if there is clearer guidance on how a venue contributes to the solemnity and dignity of the occasion, and not just to the celebratory aspect. Objective
definitions are key and are required to help the officiant.

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

See earlier answer to Q48 too.
Please provide an objective definition.
Officiants should have a set fee and be freed from commercial pressure to approve venues that do not comply.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

See answer to Q48.

Objective definitions must be included.

The pressure will be from couples to find something novel. Officiants must have the law's help to ensure that the novel do not dispel the requirement for
safe and dignified. I would want the guidance to underscore the solemnity of the occasion. Solemnity does not mean the occasion cannot be relaxed too,
but the couple must be led to design a ceremony in a location that reflects not just their individual expressiveness, but the nature of the commitment that
marriage involves.

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This seems wise, but you may need to institute an appeals process if there is a disagreement between the officiant and the location or similar.



Please share your views below:

I guess the body that trains officiants might have a say.

A location which is appropriate for a druid, might not however be appropriate for a hindu for example, so there may need to be approvals for certian
types of weddings, but then one might need to look into equalities legislation?

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Witnesses are important to the public nature of marriage.

Consultation Question 58:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding



Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I agree with (1) and (2), but think (3&4) are open to abuse, such as forced marriage, and suitable safeguards will be required and the couple encouraged
to postpone rather than marry virtually.

No

Please expand on your answer:

I think (3) and (4) should only apply where there is not good reason to postpone. This may include a religious conviction that a couple should not cohabit
prior to marriage.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Possibly - but we are all at risk of death. How will this be defined?

Consultation Question 68:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Only if the dignity and solemnity of the occasion can be satisfied, the boat is moored and the occasion is sufficiently public as the public nature of
marriage requires. Otherwise not.

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This fails the public/ open doors test.

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

No.



Consultation Question 71:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No comment. I disagree with the fundamental proposal.

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

The biggest concern is not just whether people get married, but whether they embark on marriages that will last. This is of the greatest benefit to society.
It is therefore of utmost importance that any changes encourage the commitment to be at the forefront of the ceremony. Increasingly couples are
preoccupied by the frippery at the expense of thinking through the solemn commitment.
Any proposals brought forward must therefore underscore the solemnity of the marriage vows and the dignity of the cermony and setting in which that
takes place.
Many religious groups provide marriage preparation to help couples think this through. An officiant must be equipped by legislation to help couples as
they plan to keep the fact that this is a MARRIAGE ceremony to the fore.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:



Yes, I believe that both of the couple should have to make declarations to ensure that there are no problems in the future.

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I believe that an officiant should be in attendance, to oversee the marriage ceremony and to ensure that the proceedings are legal

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Anyone applying to be authorised as an independent officiant should be able to prove that they understand the duties expecting of them, and be
prepared to undergo the necessary training in the legal requirements, be able to carry out these duties

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

They most certainly should have a responsibility to uphold both the dignity and solemnity that marriage deserves and needs.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Officiants need to have the appropriate training and guidance to perform this role

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

the General Register Office should have the power to ensure that all officiants are of the standard expected, and if not, to de-authorise them.

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



There needs to be checks, to ensure that all ceremonies are properly and legally conducted.

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, they should be prepared to undertake any further professional development that is necessary. Laws and rules change and officiants need to be
aware of these changes

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This trivialises marriage, which should be recognised in society as special and meaningful. How can this be the case with these proposals? The marriage
should be legalised when the ceremony takes place, and both parties need to be present for that, certainly not, as suggested, "when signing the
declaration in the schedule" This is supposed to be a lifelong partnership, not a bus timetable.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There could be many ridiculous scenarios for these weddings, which would simply have novelty value, and be absolutely meaningless. Officiants should
maintain dignity and respect for marriage ceremony at all times.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If a couple would like some religious content, such as a scripture reading or prayer, they should be allowed to include it, providing this is agreeable to
both parties

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The open doors requirement was introduced to attempt to protect those who were being forced into a marriage that they did not want. Unfortunately, in
some cultures, this still happens, therefore this protection should be kept in place

Chapter 7: Location



Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Some places would be completely inappropriate for a marriage ceremony, such as parachuting, hang-gliding,or on a rock face!! There has to be
boundaries, and the ceremony should be dignified, sincere, and also safe for everyone involved.
Some people would just be looking to do things that on one else has done, or trying to outdo others.

on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

I do not believe these to be appropriate places to make a lasting commitment to someone As I stated in an earlier question, there should be an open
doors policy, which would not be possible in these places.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There should be an open doors policy, for the protection of those in need of protecting from enforced marriage.

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage deserves to be respected and the marriage ceremony should be dignified and safe for everyone involved.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This guidance should be included in any training given, and also, the officiant should have enough common sense to realise whether somewhere is safe
to be used. However, who will decide what the guidance will be, and what safe and dignified means within this guidance? There needs to be safeguards in
place to protect marriage, which is under intense pressure in these days.

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 55:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is not to be entered lightly, and any failure of the above shows that couples have not given sufficient thought and planning into the ceremony
and in some cases, could be seen as deceptive.

No

Please expand on your answer:

If witnesses need to be present, witnesses should be present. If a couple can't make such simple arrangements, how serious are they about their
intentions? Also, if the signing of the marriage document is a legal requirement, it should be carried out at the ceremony.

Consultation Question 58:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I do not believe this should be abolished

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I would have thought that this was already illegal, to deceive someone into thinking they were married, when the ceremony wasn't valid.

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, provided there is a very good reason, and there is proof of this.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

How could there be an open doors policy in these circumstances?

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The same rules and laws should apply to all officiants.

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Officiants should be able to charge for their travelling time.

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YU62-U

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-02 17:45:31

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

None

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

N/A

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Consultation Question 2:



Please share your views below:

N/A

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

N/A

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As a practical proposition, time is required to make arrangements. Also, in principle marriage should not be undertaken at the drop of a hat. Abolition of
the requirement to give notice would allow couples to dispense with a period of reflection, thus undermining the seriousness and significance of
marriage.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

Not less than 7 days.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

This proposal would open the door for debates about whether, in any particular instance, calling someone to an in-person interview was justified, thus
giving rise to all sorts of claims of racial and other bias. Better to avoid this by requiring the interview in all cases.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

No comment.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, but they should also be displayed physically, for the benefit of those who don't have ready access to a computer. I take it the posting of a notice, in
whatever form, would be done by an official.

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Provided the substitute is officially qualified and the person originally intended agrees, I don't see why not.

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Don't see any reason for this.

Consultation Question 14:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I don't know what the rules are, but in principle it seems reasonable that there should be such rules.

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

No strong opinion.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Unless there are exceptional reasons, I think clergy should have such powers and responsibilities.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes. One party may be less fully aware of the other's circumstances than he/she believes!

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

It works well, so why change it and create additional work?

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I think they should be able to officiate at weddings conducted by other denominations, e'g' Roman Catholic.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Always provided that the persons nominated are trained for the role.

Consultation Question 24:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

The teaching should be how to lead lives positively; it is conceivable some organisations would promote a negative set of beliefs.

Please share your views below:

Possibly political organisations, trades unions, commercial companies. Perhaps it would be simpler to list the kinds of organisations that WOULD be
acceptable.

Consultation Question 25:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Broadly "yes", but "a sincerely held belief about marriage" needs considerable refinement. One would wish to exclude, for example, polygamy and child
marriages, however sincerely an organisation might believe in them.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

This is contentious. The principle is good, but suppose an organisation sincerely believes, contrary to public opinion, that marriage between people of the
same sex is wrong (or for that matter, is right)? There needs to be a safeguard for such people.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

I don't see why not.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Officiants should be accredited by an organisation that will take at least some responsibility for their actions.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Other



Please expand on your answer:

I do not believe independent officiants should be permitted, and I believe the duties and responsibilities of the Registrar should not be enlarged more
than is necessary.

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I am opposed to independent officiants.

Consultation Question 34:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I am opposed to independent officiants, and I find it difficult to understand how a person could be nominated by both a religious and a non-religious
organisation.

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

"the dignity and solemnity of marriage" needs some definition. Some examples one has seen on TV seem to indicate marriages can take place in the air
or under water; on the other hand marriages have taken place in hospitals, especially when one of the parties is terminally ill, and one respects that.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But the actions and guidance of the GRO must be open to public scrutiny.

Consultation Question 39:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I am opposed to independent officiants. This proposal illustrates one of my grounds for opposition, namely that it creates additional responsibilities for
the GRO.

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:



Other

Please expand on your answer:

The implied requirement of continued professional development also implies someone administering it. Who would do this? I am opposed to the creation
of additional duties and their addition to the workload of (presumably) the GRO. As I have already said, I am opposed to independent officiants.

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

1. Does this require the physical presence of both parties at the ceremony? It should do, as it is a solemn and life-changing event.
2. It should always be requires that couples expressly give their consent verbally (unless prevented by, for example, dumbness) and audibly. Other means
of signifying consent should be regarded as additional and optional, so should not be required and therefore need not be registered with the GRO (more
admin).
3. I'm not sure of the purpose of the schedule. It seems to do what the marriage certificate does, but expressly repeats what should have already been
covered in the marriage ceremony. It therefore seems to be a duplication, and unnecessary.

Consultation Question 43:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

In addition, the form of ceremony should be one laid down by the officiating body, and should be solemn and dignified.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

No comment.

Consultation Question 46:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I am not familiar with the Act, but think such a religious ceremony should be permitted after the civil one provided it is clear that for civil purposes the
civil ceremony is the governing one.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The expression "with open doors" is designed to ensure weddings are public. They have public consequences, and should be open to public witness. The
fictional example in "Jane Eyre" indicates a value to the provision.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:



In a back garden? In an amusement park? At a corporation rubbish tip? Absolutely not! The location of a wedding is part of the ceremony, which is
supposed to be solemn and dignified. It should be held in premises licensed for the purpose.

Please share your views below:

None of the above. It may be unfair to cite American weddings as seen on screen, but they do come across as lacking atmosphere. In addition, the
examples listed above present plenty of opportunity to trivialise the occasion, which should be solemn, dignified, safe and should remind participants
that it has legal, life-changing and social consequences.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See question 47.

Consultation Question 50:

Other

Other

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I think the use of buildings by bodies of opposing views is likely to be offensive to adherents of the host organisation. On the other hand, if people are not
offended, why prohibit it?

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I'm not sure why the question is asked or what it means. To my mind weddings should be held only in places that are already approved. The officiant
should decide whether he or she is willing to celebrate in that place, not whether it ought to be approved.

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

These requirement would be met if locations were licensed. Bearing in mind my response to questions 48 and 51 this would avoid the licensing of unsafe
and undignified venues. It would also relieve officiants of the burden of inspecting non-standard locations.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I believe the kinds of location for weddings should be restricted, as indicated in question 48. This would obviate the need to produce such guidance.

Consultation Question 53:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

See questions 48 et seq. I think the proposal is unnecessary.

Please share your views below:

N/A

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Provided, of course, that Welsh should not be an option in England, because while Wales is bilingual, England is not.

Consultation Question 56:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Don't know the implications of this, but present experience does not engender confidence in the proposal.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As regards point 4, I take it "both" means either or both".

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I don't know enough to comment.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Broadly I agree, but I am not sure whether cohabitation should be required.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

No comment.

Consultation Question 63:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But I would expect the interview etc. to be dealt with urgently.

Consultation Question 64:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Proposal lacks detail. What is the present position and the effect of the licence, and what would be the content of the proposed form and would it apply
to all weddings including religious ones?

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Probably agree, but I don't know the arrangements for prisoners.

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I agree to the extension in a national emergency, but I think both parties to a marriage, plus witnesses and the officiant should attend physically in
person, and the schedule should be signed on the spot, not remotely.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Only in an emergency.

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Only in an emergency.

Consultation Question 71:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A - See above.



Consultation Question 72:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, but only in an emergency, and no independent officiants.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Difficult to answer this one. Bearing in mind that I think on board marriages should only take place in an emergency, and even then only by a maritime
officer, rules should be straightforward and not often revised, so the training can be kept minimal. Would a maritime officer's authority to conduct
marriages only apply while on board?

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

No comment.

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, but locations should be limited in number.

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(2) there should be no fee.

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I think the licensing of officiants should be done by their governing body.

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

I doubt whether the current law has much effect on couples' decisions to get married, nor do I think the proposals will make much difference. It does
seem to me, however, that some of the proposals (e.g. independent officiants, a wide variety of kinds of location) are likely first to increase the number of
options and therefore the complexity of the process of deciding to get married, and second to increase the cost.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I know nothing about the costs, and will only make the obvious comment that having two ceremonies is more expensive than having one.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

See above.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

I have no information on this subject.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

No comment.

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No comment.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

The proposed scheme would increase the work of local authorities because of, for example, more regulations and admin. Of course, this could be an
opportunity for creating jobs and the cost would be passed on to the public



Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No comment.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No comment.

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No comment.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No comment.

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

So far as I can see, the proposals will increase the complexity in all areas and create more costs.



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YU7V-Z

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-02 17:45:35

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

My daughter was recently married in a church and we booked a registration officer as the church did not have an authorised person to officiate. We
welcomed this provision paying for the service rendered. This proposal would have prevented the wedding taking place and it penalises churches who do
not have a registration officer.

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

This is very subjective, unlawful is one thing, contrary to public policy and morality is another. It puts those that might have a legal view but not
necessarily popular at risk of being excluded from nominating officiants.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Currently registrars are well trained and religious representatives all have a high view of marriage. To open it up to independent officiants who may not
hold such a high view would risk undervaluing marriage and could make a mockery of it.

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a most serious commitment and those entering into it should not do so lightly. Taking away the prescribed words which have been
considered most carefully and our foundational would open up the way to a casual approach not worthy of what is involved in a marriage.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The seriousness of the marriage commitment outweighs the personalisation of the wedding ceremony. There is plenty of scope for personalisation in
other ways already as was the case with her own daughters wedding recently.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a solemn and a public affair and should be left open for others not necessarily invited to attend. It is a joyful occasion.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Where is this would be helpful in the case of churches but do not own their own premises, I would be concerned that safeguards should be in place. The
venue needs to be suitable for the dignity of such an important ceremony.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YU6K-M

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-02 17:48:06

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The presence of an officiant with the above legal duties ensures has the effect of promoting awareness of the seriousness of marriage.

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This would prevent small churches who do not have an authorised person from holding religious ceremonies in their church building.

Churches who celebrate marriages infrequently may be reluctant to appoint an authorised person, as it is difficult to ensure that such a person has kept
up to date with small but important changes to the law since the last wedding at that church. Any slip up here might invalidate the marriage, causing
great problems, especially if the mistake were not discovered until a later date.

Registration officers have a very useful role to play in the present arrangement.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

This exclusion should be restricted to organisations that support unlawful or illegal activity. 
 
Public policy and public morality are shifting sand, and law based on these wide and subjective expressions would promote controversy and confusion. 



Further, such a law could be used against organisations that promote lawful purposes but whose opinions are disliked by influential sectors of society.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The legal wording, as included on a current Marriage certificate, states that the marriage has been 'solemnised' at a certain place.

The word 'solemnised' is important. The concept of independent officiants being able to apply for authorisation, without the backing of any religious or
civil body, leaves the door open to a frivolous ceremony, from which the element of solemnising is absent.

The danger of this would be that the concept of marriage as a serious lifelong commitment to live faithfully as a couple, is undermined, and the serious
significance of marriage is lost sight of.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

One aspect of the proposal is that it would give an officiant confidence that he/she had covered all the requirements for performing a marriage, leaving
less room for errors to be committed.

It would give the married couple confidence that they were, in fact, legally married!

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A lack of limit on fees might enable wealthy persons to engage an officiant who charges a large sum to operate on the fringe, or even beyond the fringe of
legality.

In other words, money could buy a carefully disguised illegal marriage.

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



This is important. Marriage is a joyful affair, but at the same time the elements of dignity and solemnity are essential in the undertaking of a very
important contract, to underline the seriousness of the responsibilities involved as well as the privileges.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

See the comments in answer to Question 31 above.

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Unless there is a compelling reason to introduce a time limit, it would be best not to have one. An authorisation expiry date could be accidentally
overlooked and this lead to an illegal marriage.

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The making of promises is a vital part of a marriage ceremony. It should take place orally unless one or both marriage parties are unable to speak.

To reduce the requirement to a ceremony where no words are spoken would tend to make the parties observers rather than participants. Signing a piece
of paper after the event would not have the same effect.

Marriage is an institution of society, for the good of that society as well as for the good of the persons concerned. As such, it is important that those being
married should make a public declaration of their marriage promises. A lack of such declaration would tend to trivialise the concept of marriage in the
eyes of the couple and also in the eyes of society as a whole.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There is a basic element of seriousness and responsibility to each other and to society in undertaking marriage.

There is already great flexibility as to how a ceremony is arranged apart from the declaring of promises in a sober atmosphere. To further alter the form,
perhaps by legally removing the sober reminder of the responsibility of marriage promises, would be to undermine the institution in the eyes of the
parties and of society as a whole.



Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I am pleased to see this proposal. It is not uncommon for religious persons to opt for a civil wedding for various overriding reasons. It would be good to
allow some religious content at the wish of the couple concerned.

Please share your views below:

In my view, the religious content should be brief and focused on marriage. It could consist of a brief quotation of a relevant quotation from a Holy book
(the Bible in the case of Christians) and/or a brief prayer commending the couple and their new pathway to God.

It should not be extended or involve mass participation - if that is wanted, a religious ceremony should be chosen.

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is an institution of society, and as such, should be celebrated publicly, as is at traditionally the case. Marriage is an important feature of society,
not just a private activity of couples and invited friends.

In this context, the 'open doors' requirement allows irregular or forced marriages to be observed and questioned, for the good of all.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There may be good reasons to expand the range of venues for marriage, but the proposal to allow them to take place 'anywhere' is too broad.

Marriage is a function of society, and there are compelling reasons to preserve the dignity, seriousness and responsibility of entering into the marriage
bond. This is not to in any way diminish the joy and happiness of a wedding, but these solemn elements must not be lost in the quest for 'fun'. Such a
move would further trivialise marriage.

outdoors,, on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

While there may be exceptional circumstances which call for an unusual venue to be used, such as the marriage of dying person(s) in a hospital ward, the
dignity of marriage should be preserved as far as possible by law in the regulation of venues for such an important transaction.

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

No

No



No

Please expand on your answer:

Many people would be confused and concerned by the above situations.

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The state has the responsibility of preserving the dignity and seriousness of marriage, and should guard against allowing marriage to be trivialised.

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

My answer is 'yes' but with the proviso that state legislature has the overall responsibility to ensure the suitability of the venue.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes provided the level of security is as high as a paper record kept in a safe.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Current law involves a certain monetary cost for the parties concerned. The cost of marriage essentials is not great, and much of the spending associated
with weddings relates to the celebration, reception etc.

Historically, couples in love and wanting to get married have rarely been put off by the cost of the legal requirements, Therefore, I doubt whether the
proposed changes would have very much effect on numbers getting married.

The cost of a wedding is very largely that of the reception and all the trimmings. Current legislation allows a considerable variety of forms of wedding, and
ingenuity on the part of the couple typically enables the 'suit to be cut according to the cloth' with enjoyment of a budget wedding being as much as that
of an expensive outlay.

What is important is understanding the significance of marriage itself, and when changes are made to the law, due consideration should be given to
avoiding trivialising marriage. If marriage is made light of, couples are likely to say 'why should we bother?' while others will think that ending a marriage
doesn't matter either.

Marriage is a vitally important institution in any civilisation, and has been much undermined in recent decades in Western society. Proposals to change
marriage law should aim to preserve marriage as essential to society.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :



Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Divorced after 25 years of marriage

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:



Marriage Ceremonies have been cancelled by the Government due to the Covid-19 pandemic which is very sad for couples who have wanted to get
married and have not been able to.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Couples should be able to get married in the town or city of their choice in England or Wales, but should be able to prove that they have some kind of ties
to the city of marriage choice such as previous residents or family.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I agree as long as the persons giving the notice attend a seperate-in-persons interview at a later date before the wedding

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

It should still be 7 days as this gives time for all the relevant checks to be carried out.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

No should be in-person

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Notice should still continue be given.

Consultation Question 9:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Confidentially for the couple unless they are willing to have their proposed notice of marriage displayed online.

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes this seems fair.

Consultation Question 11:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It should stay at the same officiant as that officiant would have been dealing with the couple and know that couple. With another officiant the couple
could swap partners and become an illegal marriage.

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



I agree on these terms because of death, sudden illness or unavoidable delay. A good idea would be more I.D checks in that case to make sure the couple
are who they say they are.

Please share your views below:

No it makes it easier for illegal marriages.

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Banns should be published wherever in the UK where they are needed and not be segregated by for example Scotland, Northern Ireland or Ireland.

Consultation Question 14:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

What a ludicrous question. If a church is injured by war? Do you mean the congregation is injured by war? The church is damaged by war
Banns should be published where the wedding is taking place or where the couple home church is.

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Banns should be published where the wedding is taking place or the couples home church.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes Anglican wedding clergy should have the power to call for documentary evidence and check evidence and be required to meet the each of the couple
separately before banns are published.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes both of the couple should be required to attend to make separate declarations in order for a common licence to be granted to authorise an Anglican
wedding.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Church of England is still a high authority and should be recognised as this and not demoralised for what it stands for.
Most couple would prefer a church wedding (even if they don't have the finances) so why should legal preliminaries to officiate weddings be taken away
from such an large and recognised for the sanctification authority it has as part of this countries heritage be taken away from it.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes there should always be an officiant who should have a legal duty to make the consent to marry each other, requirement of the ceremony are met and
the schedule of marriage document is signed.

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:



No there should be a legal officiant taking the ceremony.

Consultation Question 21:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See question 20.

Consultation Question 22:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Keep the Church officiants as they have always been

Consultation Question 23:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Even in a non-religious organisation there should be a legal officiant who attained their position through the U.K. legal law system to perform the
ceremony.

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I do not agree with this doctorate as this could be changed to what ever the belief system is at the time.

Please share your views below:

The official system we have in place in the U.K. at the moment works. If changes are made and other organsations are allowed to come in and be able to
officiate weddings, this leaves it open for illegal marriages to take place. As a country we need to be careful and remember the sanctity of marriage and
as to how we conduct our marriage ceremonies to couples and not leave it open to abuse of the system.

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The officiant needs to be a legally appointed body.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Organisation that are unlawful or contrary to public policy or mortality they should be refused point blank.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

No again the officiant needs to be a legally appointed body or clergy.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

All nominated officiants should be on the General Register Office list.

Consultation Question 29:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Yes but whoever applies must have to go through all the legal measure that officiants have to undergo now.

Consultation Question 30:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

The fit and proper person must go through all the measures that officiants have to go through now.

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

These measures seems fair apart from the age should be at least 25 years as I don't think an 18 year old understands the complexity of marriage. I would
not want an 18 year old marrying me.

Consultation Question 32:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This would just open up a world for illegal marriages with the officiant profiteering from how many marriage ceremonies they can perform with no regard
for who is getting married.

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Again it would open up a market for profiteering and exploitation of the couples getting married and illegal marriages.

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Th officiant should be either a religious officiant or a non-religious officiant not both.

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I agree with the proposed duty, but it needs to go further. Officiants should have a wider responsibility to ensure that the content and tone of the legal
ceremony upholds the dignity and solemnity of marriage.
The proposal needs to define what is meant by "dignity" and "solemnity".
The consultation seems to view ceremonies taking place "in the air" as being compatible with these tests, which suggest they are easy standards to reach.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I agree that the General Register Office should issue guidance to all officiant on how they should conduct weddings and be implemented how they should
be carried out.

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

In the first instance.



Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The General Register Office should have the power to de-authorise the nominated officiants if they fail to comply with the fit and proper person
standards in all cases.

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The General Register Office should be responsible for monitoring independent officiants and investigating where necessary and exercise its powers of
removal of officiant if needs be.

Consultation Question 40:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There should be a trial period of time before full authorisation of officiants is given. This would give the Register Office time to monitor and assess the
officiant just like any other new employee for an organisation.

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I agree with the proposal the officiant should be obliged to engage in professional development just like any other organisation would expect their
employee to do.

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The answer to part-1
I also believe that the couple should give their consent verbally unless its a person who can't speak then a signer would have to be present in order to
interpret what was being said through sign language. I don't believe that "other" could be implemented legally without the couple, witnesses family and
friends around them. That is what the marriage ceremony is all about. The couple and other people being there.
I still believe that the couple should still be required to have the impediment to marry each other in the ceremonies as this is the last chance for anyone
who knows why they should not marry to speak up.
Part- 2 Yes but I think the Register Office should have a written guidance on what can be said and vows given to comply with law. There is freedom for the
couple to say a lot of what they want for each other and that is fine but there should be some legal guidance in there too.
Question 3
How can a couple be married if they to not give an expression of consent? They need to sign the declaration and written consent if not, it is not legal and
not a legally binding document. After all this is a serious commitment to a life time together and should not at all be cheapened or threatened in any way
by non-documentation or a non binding oral agreement.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The couple should have to follow some guidance giving by the state as to how a marriage ceremony should be, after all this is a serious and solemn
ceremony about a lifetime together in marriage and should not be taken lightly or an excuse to have a themed party.
The officiant should be obliged to be able to make a decision as to whether the couple are serious about the marriage and not to farcical their marriage
ceremony.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

As long as the religious groups can continue to able able to impose their own requirements as a matter of their own practice.

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes I agree with that.

Please share your views below:

What ever their faith the couple are, then reading or teaching from their religious books should be used or some music.

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If the couple want a religious service after a civil wedding they should be allowed to have it.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A marriage ceremony should be conducted with open doors and not be a private ceremony because again this could lead to an illegal wedding taking
place.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Weddings should be legally permitted to take place in religious building, Official registrar buildings and buildings assigned by the Official Registrar Office
and not just anywhere of choice. Marriage is a dignified ceremony and needs to be held in a building the signifies that dignity and celebration for what it
is, "a special and meaningful day for the couple and a lifetime together does not need to be cheapened by being conducted anywhere.

Please share your views below:

To me these are not suitable places to get married.

While Covid is on, it could be made as a temporary law for weddings to be permitted in the gardens of religious buildings, registrar buildings or official
buildings on the registrar list if their gardens are suitable for weddings throughout the summer.
This would enable more couples to get married.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This could lead to illegal weddings

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

No

Please expand on your answer:



This would only lead to confusion and friction between the said (three parts) above mentioned parties.
Why should couples who are getting married need to get into political and legal farcification and spoil their plans before they have even started (unless
they have a political agenda in the first place and in that case should not be allowed to get married anyway to promote their agenda.

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No it should be approved by the Official Registrar Office.

Consultation Question 52:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Only if approved by the Official Registrars Office. Who should have already done Risk Assessments to be a safe environment for a wedding to take place
and if the Registrar Office has approved the venue would hopefully be dignified enough for the wedding to take place.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As long as stringent safeguards including Risk Assessment and guidelines are proposed.

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There should be a pre-approval protocol for all venues to meet a certain standard made by the Registrars Office before any officiant agrees to the
location and any wedding ceremony can be conducted.

Please share your views below:

The Head Registrar at the Registrar Office or legally binding Official.
A protocol should be followed. This being made up of primarily checks carried out and on-going checks made so the each venue meets the Registrar
Criteria and the current risk assessment safety checks are adhered to.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes as this is proof that the wedding took place and at which location and who the parents are.

Consultation Question 55:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

English only
Welsh and English for Welsh people.

Consultation Question 56:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This way fraud is easier and again an illegal wedding.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

In these cases from what has been read is illegal

No

Please expand on your answer:

All documents should be signed to make the marriage legally binding.
All documents should be issued with in the scheduled time.
Witnesses need to be present at the marriage as this is part of the legal process. Witnesses to witness the marriage.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The marriage would have to be void if all the legal matters were not in place.

Consultation Question 59:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The couple should be cohabiting after the celebration that is what marriage is all about.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

The question is not that clear?
If a couple are married legally then they should be presumably married and friends and family have witnessed this then it should not be abolished.
If a couple is not married and are cohabiting then it should be presumed that they are not married.

Consultation Question 60:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Three years seems a long time. A time limit of 12 months seems fairer.

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This should be a legally and dignified ceremony. The officiant is in a place of trust and should not be able to mislead the couple or the public and should
be dealt with severely.

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

These are special circumstance and should be able to go ahead with an official officiant.

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Same as any other person wanting to get married.

Consultation Question 64:



No

Please expand on your answer:

It should stay the same

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Same as any other person

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Same as every other person

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Doing the marriage ceremony remotely can only lead to illegal marriage

No

Please expand on your answer:

Same as for the above answer.

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Weddings are already take place at sea as long as all the legalities are in place.

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As above

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Royal Navy.

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

They should be required to give the name of the officiant

Consultation Question 72:

Other



Please expand on your answer:

It should either be Deck Officers or the Captain on the ship.

No

Please expand on your answer:

Maritime officiants should be the same as they have been in the past.

No

Please expand on your answer:

It should be a maritime officiant

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Don't know.
I would think so at times.

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The schedule should be returned as soon as is reasonably possible and couples should be told a reasonable time to return it.

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes I agree

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

A below cost level due to the circumstance but a still think should be set at a national level.

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I agree

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I agree

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I agree



Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I agree

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I agree

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I agree

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

I agree with the lower cost

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I agree

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

The current law does not discourage couples from getting married.
The provisional proposal only go to cheapen marriage and make the pathway for illegal marriages to flourish or people who are not serious about the
marriage commitment.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Part 1,2 & 3
These seem to to fine.
Part 4
I don't think locations that are not authorised for weddings should be used for marriages unless they have been passed b the relevant authorisities.
Part 5
A legally recognised wedding should be held in a legally recognised building.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

More register offices would be good
The locations should be approved location by the Register Office.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :



The current laws on venues are sufficient and do not need changing.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Weddings should always be Government pre-approved.
There are enough registration officers for civil weddings.
Don;t agree with part -3
Part-4 would lead to profiteering and illegal marriages.

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I believe current law on local authorities should not be changed.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I can't see the benefits only pitfalls.

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

The current law is fine.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

There should be stringiness measures in place to make sure everything is legal on both counts if the proposed scheme goes ahead.

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I hope it does not change and stays the same

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I cant see anymore potential benefits as people are allowed to marry at sea anyway.

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

The potential costs are to the couples getting married. Society as whole because the sanctity of marriage is slowly being eroded and cheapened.
Marriage should not be classed as a business venue for some people acting as officiants as this could lead to profiteering and illegal marriages.
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I am married according to the Christian faith, in a church ceremony.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

I find this a complicaed approach to take.
In my own case the church had a core part of the service, very similar to the legal declaraions required for a civil marriage, and there was flexibility as to
what was included aroud this.
We were able tohave the ceremony we wanted with no sense of it being impoersonal or restrictive - the whole process was was of warmth and welcome
as we celebrated our marriage.

Consultation Question 3:



Please share your views below:

Neighbours held a small ceremony when 15 were allowed. They had the most wonderful day and will hold some largercelebration for the numbers they
would want to have been there at a suitable time in the future. For them 'being married' was more impoortan than the big party aspect, which will be held
whenever it is possible.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Some confirmaion of appropriate residence seems needed, but in my own family coming back 'home' for a wedding meant the couple were actually
working elsewhere in the coutry and it was a serioud difficulty to be resident.
To have some connection to the local area recognised oher than their own residence (in this case close family resident) would have been really helpful

Consultation Question 5:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

As long as the in person requirement is still in place with sufficient safeguards for the process to be robust.
marriage is a heavy and sigificant commitment and anything which reduces the level of mature consideration and serious reflection before taking such a
sigificant step is a concern.
the possibililty an 'impulsive application' could be made online and then be followed up (or not) after a day or so later feels as if it could lead to an
uncomfortable degrading of this commitment and move more towards the other extreme of 'marriage on demand'.

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

at least a full week, my prefernce would be to leave it as it is at the 28 days with the current safeguards to allow emergency provision for special situations
such those unlikely to live that long - as happens now.
this tis in with my convictio that marriage is the deepes commitment o make to another person and as such isn't a situation where haste is the main
driving force

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

face to face is important and in my view a significant safeguard for both parties and also for the officials actually responsible for the ceremony itself.
do not remove this stage, it offers sigificant opportunity for the conracting parties to speak in private and alone to someone who can understand and
explain their situation and offers great safeguards to those who are being pressured in some way.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

no comments on this

Consultation Question 9:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

not sure if this removes the physical display of notices in the local office or is an additional step.
safeguarding from harm presumably already applies to the notices.

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

currently 12 months, this seems appropriate



Consultation Question 11:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

It depends; my instinct is too say no, don't tie it to a celebrant or specific official.
In a church setting with an authorised person (AP) attending to complete the paperwork it may be that the intended clergy are unavailable at short notice
due to illness and an alternaive person is found. I would not like to think it could all hinge on if the celebrant is well enough to conduct a ceremony, or
that only one designated AP could be used.
how this would work in a register office with a pool of staff I have no idea, but in church (not C of E) there could easily be more than one person eligable
to conduct a marriage and this seems an extra complexity.
stick to robust checks on the parties to the marriage

Consultation Question 12:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

perfer no to have named officials in place
naming substitutes just seems to complicate the matter, and also leaves room for potential confusion and chaos which is currently not part of the
process.
the location and the couple, both suitably verified as appropriate is more impoortant to keep strong in the process.

Please share your views below:

no
there is no clariy here about the criteria for 'substitute' and it seems there could be considerable wriggle room for those inclined to think more of the
performance and spectacle of an occasion to the detriment of the much more important dclaraions of commitment and significant vows being made.

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

no comment

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

no comment

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

no comment

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

no comment

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

no comment

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

no comment



Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

the freely given consent is a crucial part but so are the rest of the current declarations.

Consultation Question 20:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

religious weddings need to be conducted by those authorised by that religious tradition.
This often includes the celebrant being satisfied (over and above the legal requirements) the couple are being married in accordance with the
commitment and understanding the faith applies to marriage.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

as far as I have seen one person conducted the ceremony while the other completed the register
if one person is sufficient to complete the process and it is a safe way of working for those individuals.

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

i thought this was already the case

Consultation Question 23:

No

Please expand on your answer:

absolutley NOT.
this opens the door for literally any group to set itself up as an body able to provide for marriage and in the process has no check or balance as currently
provided to retain the ceremony as a powerful and lasting commitment.
I have seen several creative weddings in civil ceremonies with any choice of clothing or theme being accepted and as much personalisation and
individuality as possible. At the heart of it the couple are still making the most sigificant commitment they can choose to make to another person - and it
is held within that sphere.
don't water that down.

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

the definition seems to be a bit vague.
what are you actually trying to do here?
marriage is not a 'lifestyle choice' it is a freely chosen commitment between two people to declare their relationship is to be monogamous and is a
sincere and legal bond with many implicataions for practical and also spiritual life.

Consultation Question 26:



Please share your views below:

this is where it would get really complicated.
currently the religious and humanist and civil ceremonies cover marriage and affirm the principles of good order in the words of the ceremony. this is
part of the bedrock of the society we live in around the world, not in any one country.
defining an organisation set up for mischief or for more active subversion of the ideas would be difficult and open to any amount of disagreement if such
was the intention.
the current situation of (as i understand it) limiting marriage to religious or to civil options does not sound to be too difficult for people to find a niche
which suits them, and as already happens a legal ceremony can be held quietly to comply with the law and a separate event where the couple can
celebrate in the manner they choose is perfectly allowable.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

no
the possibliity of office holders having ridiculous titles simply to subvert the process seems to be introduced here.
the current value in marriage is complicated to define but the seriousness and importance of the occasion is a part of the ceremony and this includes the
titles and conduct of those officiating.

Consultation Question 28:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

the idea of GRO keeping the central register of approved locations is already in place and seems to work well.

Consultation Question 29:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

celebrants of any persuasion already have a route to be able to conduct ceremonies - with a registrar present if needed to formally register he ceremony.
Stick with this - the registrars are a wonderful body of people and are professinoal and well trained in the conduct of ceremonies.
marriage is too sigificant to be downgraded in the way an accumulaion of rlaxations of the current safeguards and protections allow

Consultation Question 30:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

the ordination vows for Christian clergy include the authority to officiate. I'm not sure of other faiths but assume this is the case and I have no objectino
or concern about that. my concern is the expansion into an undefined category - the non-religious belief organisation holds too may unkowns within it for
me to be comfortable.

Consultation Question 31:

No

Please expand on your answer:

the presence of a registrar at a non-religious ceremony seems to be a safeguard that any ceremony is going to be legal and formally recognised. I have
grave reservations about expanding the authority to conduct marriages to anyone over 18 who completes a course.

Consultation Question 32:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

and how exacly could this happen? weddings are already big business in terms of providing venues and hospitality services so I have no confidence that a
free market in the provision of an official would develop a lif of its own as well.
the local authority rate for the registrar is a transparent and defined cost a couple can regognise. again I have very deep misgivings about this being open
for anyone with the business mindset over and above profession of belief.

Consultation Question 33:

Other



Please expand on your answer:

marke forces and the possibility of any number of scams, poor quality and possibly even illegal ceremonies being arranged with no proper check or
balance is of huge concern.
this isn't a small even in someone's life - marriage is uderaken after carful thought and is a commitment entred into for life.
I realise not all marriages are lifelong, but that is the presumption and anything which does not uphold that from the start is undermining the whole
process.

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The sense of a commitment is important and the celebrant's religious faith needs to be recognised.

Consultation Question 35:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

what does this mean? it is all a matter of interpretation as to 'dignity and solemnity' and it is the whole ceremony and all things to do with the preparation
and conduct of the event which form part and parcel of this. The personal interity of the celebrant and the situation around the event are all feeding into
the digniy and solemniy - this really needs clarity and robust safeguards and definitions to define and protect the dignity and solemnity, not just leave it
so vague.
as it stands any connceivable situation could be wriggled into this if it is only the officiant who is the arbiter of what is appropriate. the offician needs
better protection than this to support them in applying 'dignity and solemnity'

Consultation Question 36:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

guidance is just that - guidance.
having seen the way 'guidance' around behavious to combat COVID -19 have been interpreted and igored by a minority of people there is ample evidence
of the willingness among some people to go against guidance and to take a significant joy in doing so.
this is MARRIAGE we are talking about - the most important commitment between two people and far more than just one fun day of celebration. It is
underpinned by a deep and formal commitment, declared in public and duly witnessed. it has legal standing and 'guidance' is not sufficient.

Consultation Question 37:

No

Please expand on your answer:

in the religious setting this already happens. I am completely opposed to widening the scope of organisations and individual officiants to be authorised by
virtue of being over 18 and attending a training course - this smacks of somethign that could be unenforceable as it depends on the organisation having
sufficient oversight and ability to enforce this - even assuming the organisation take a view on seting a standard.

Consultation Question 38:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

this smacks of last resort and could well be almost unenforceable given the vagueness which is implied in the things they are meant to uphold.

Consultation Question 39:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

again, difficul to see how his could be defined given the lack of clarity in the requirements and the wriggle room that could exist in debating any alleged
failure.

Consultation Question 40:

Other



Please expand on your answer:

in the Christian tradition the ordination into Ministry brings with it the authority to conduct marriages and also the accountability to the church. I assume
other faiths have the similar role and responsibility conferred when formally inducted into their leadership roles. this role lasts for as long as the person
is in ministry.
those who stand outside any formal arrangement of tradition, supervision or standards from an overseeing parent body may well be worth reviewing
afer a period of time

Consultation Question 41:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

how do you define this and what are the processes for this to be managed? this seems to have the makings of a bureacratic process with many
opportunities for unintended and difficult consequences and no real means of challenging or undoing it

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

a couple pesonalising their ceremony to the extend the ceremony iself is devalued and is not apparent as the reason for he gahering is undermining
everything.
it is vital that both parties are present to speak and give their consent. Provision already exists for those who are unable to speak or fulfil the speaking
normal vows and this is sufficient.
"orally or otherwise" could be by waving, by telephone or any other method the imagination can conjure up. this is a dignified and solemn occasion and
protection is needed in the way it is set out as a legal requirement for the vows to be spoken in front of witnesses who can challenge if neccessary the
assertion they are free to be married.
it may not often happen, but it is important the opportunity to say the formal words is maintained as the heart of the ceremony.
this is a serious commitment and should not be devalued or have anything taken away from the recognition and respect the married statedeserves.
it is recognised internationally, the position of spouse is significant and special. the formality of confirming the choice to be married in a particular form of
words is a bond shared by all those who are married and is recognised far and wide.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

marriage is a commitment and a special ceremony is held to mark that decision.
the dignity and solemnity of marriage is a the core of the day and while a party and celebraions of the couples choice can follow the actual words which
make that legal and (for some) spiritual commitment are words of considerable solemnity and digity in heir lives. those same words were probably also
said by many others in their congregation or gathering and the bond of sharing a common commitment but uniquely with ones own spouse is of huge
value.
marriage confers many things in the eyes of the world and the state. A spouse is next of kin, marriage changes things about inheritance, where children
are concerned it provides a contect for family life, it has implcations for many benefits and entitlements and is recogised internationally as a relationship
of special sigificance.
for all this to not have even a few legal words of formality and solemnity as a core element seems very shabby and devaliues the day.
couples can (and do) personalise their ceremonies and their celebrations. to include the formal words and recognise the commitmen involved is part of
the seriousness of the day and it is what is a the hear of the reason for the celebrations

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

this is tricky as how does a balance work -
manny readings from scripture are perfect for weddings, as are prayers for the happiness and fuure of the married couple and it seems churlish to deny
them. however, if the religious content is so importan to the couple it seems odd for them not to be married in a religious building.
i recognise for many occasions it is older relatives who frequenly wish for this and value it more.



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

a couple are freely making their vows, it still has value and in theory forced marriages don't happen but in practice it is known this does take place.
an open door is still important for this principle
marriage is a public change of status - to be a husband or wife is special and it is not only private to the couple but has a value to be respected and
acknowledged in society as a whole

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

this is the most important ceremony of your life. while there is probably an assumption it would require a 'special place' i recognise that one person's
special is going to be irrelevant to another.
however, the dignity and solemnity comes in here again and in the context of what the ceremony means and is saying to the world at large I feel some
safeguards and boundaries are needed.
this ties in with he expansion of who could officiae as the currrent siuaion is of essentially places of worship or 'nice' buildings which are designated.
if the whole process is effectively deregulated then what and whre is being suggested - I fear too much of an 'anything goes' would develop and the
essential solemnity could be lost.
there are clearly some lovely places that would be beautiful and appropriate but here is also the other side of novelty and 'just because we can' which
would not provide any restrictions so things like weddings in a supermarket, a drive through coffee shop - these are the possibilities at the other end
which would not support the dignity of the occasion..

Please share your views below:

There are those who have already held their own events to mark marriage in places that are more a statement they wish to make abou their own life and
choices than one which reflects the dignity and solemniy of marriage itself.
to be legal there is still the requirement to accept the solemniy of the occasion in a civil ceremony. then going off and having whatevger event they
choose is a mater of personal choice
to be able to demean marriage by importing the most important and sigificant commitment of ones life into a fancy dress event or santas grotto
experience seems a step too far. the respect due to the married state is important and for most couples he ceremony itself is a small part of a longer day.
there is ample freedom to choose wha to do wih he res of the day while still according the weight and formality to these vows in a respectful and dignified
way
this needs to be protected by society in law in some way, it is a legal status and nowhere in this point is the dignity and solemniy of the marriage vows or
the safetly of those attending in some of the proposed locations.
how do these places demonsrate heir suitability - this needs clarity and safeguards

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Other

Other

Other

Please expand on your answer:

please mainain the sacred spaces for faiths. 
a place of worship is dedicated to the worship of God and marriages taking place there have religious significance. 
don't mix up the place of worship wih a civil ceremony



 
i can see a time when a religious ceremony may find a secular venue appropriate - that would presumably need some negotiation with the faith group
and he owners of the venue too.

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

this is too loose and vague.
don't forget the core of this is the marriage - the most significan decision two people make. leaving it with no safeguards other than a single celebrant
seems ill advised and potentially difficult. I would prefer a register of locations, perhaps wider than at presen but still assessed for suitability by registrars
or others wih no vested interest in approving the venue.

Consultation Question 52:

No

Please expand on your answer:

this is too much in he hands of someone who has a possibly vested intrest in approving things. guidelines or process are not always adhred to. keep his
process ou of he hands of the celebrants and leave it wih the registrars. this is a legal ceremony of considerable imporance and status - the location
reflecting the digniy of the occasion should be more than just at the whim of fashion or novelty.

No

Please expand on your answer:

keep this away from the celebrants and leave it with the registrars who understand the legal and formal aspects and can be more objective in their views.
Guidance on suitability is always going to be subject to inerpretation and those who wish to push boundaries for their own reasons will always try to do
so. this is about marriage - a formal status which has roots going back into tradittion and history and its relevance is deeper than individual ceremonies.
this is a whole wider situation requiring the dignity and solemnity of the couples big day to be respected as well as the social side.

Consultation Question 53:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

the location regiser is finr, im no comforable wih celebrans being listed in this way - earlier questions covered this

Please share your views below:

approve the venue - not the individual person

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

i am struggling to understand how his replaces or changes marriage registers and certificaes and wha it means in practice

Consultation Question 55:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

withou knowing how his could work i am unsure

Chapter 10: Validity and offences



Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

he process for approving and conducting a marriage needs to be robust wih consequences for failure to adhere to them

No

Please expand on your answer:

winesses are important, as is he registraion process.

Consultation Question 58:

No

Please expand on your answer:

consent should remain in the vows spoken.
giving noice in person befor the issue of authorising documents is a valuable safeguard and should be retained.

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

i don't undersand this. marriage is defined by the cerremony and the legal changes it confers. without ha formality it is not marriage and does not confer
any of the benefis or status to the partner.

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

the cost of a church wedding is only a small part of the costs for day. (about £400 - £450)
a hotel or wedding venue makes a charge for use of a marriage room which is comparable to church fees.
weddings can be held cheaply - the 'average' cost is a ricky figuree to pin down.
COVID 19 has seen several small and very happy weddings take place - party to follow but the marriage has been seen as the most sigificant thing to
acomplish

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This would be highly inconvenient to our own fellowship – we are few in number, do not have a minister or anyone else within our group authorised to
register a marriage. It does happen that couples who are not members and who come from many miles away, ask to use our building simply because
they like it and the overall ambience of the area.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

A test such as ‘public policy or morality’ seems very subjective. Surely there need to be clear objective criteria, such as not promoting unlawful or violent
behaviour, or advocating such.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There have been reports of ‘wedding ceremonies’ run with an independent officiant taking place in the most bizarre settings. If people wish to engage in
such tomfoolery that is their choice, but let us not refer to it as a wedding and grant it standing before the law.
Getting married is a serious matter – or ought to be – and has serious knock-on effects on families and society at large. It involves the making of
substantial, even total, commitment in front of many witnesses and should be carried out with due gravitas under the supervision of properly trained
personnel and /or those who place an appropriately high value on the event.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Abandoning the use of prescribed words is surely a mistake. I repeat thoughts expressed above: Getting married is a serious matter, has serious
knock-on effects on families and society at large. It involves the making of big commitments in front of many witnesses and should be carried out with
due gravitas. The prescribed words add to that gravitas, and as these are verbalised they may bring home to the man and woman the serious nature of
the promises they are making and that are being heard and considered by many family and friends. These words make clear to both parties, perhaps for
the first time, that they are no longer adolescents but are now fully adult with very serious responsibilities to fulfil.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I greatly fear that customisation of ceremonies will become a 'race to the basest'.
Instead of being a time to consider, as mentioned in the previous answer, and to step up, as it were, into full adulthood and maturity, I believe that many
in attempting to be really ‘cool’ and ‘outrageous’ and in order to outdo some previous event reported in the media, will seek ever more bizarre modes of
carrying out the ceremony. If couples wish to engage in juvenile behaviour they are free to do so at their reception event or another occasion, but why
does anyone feel the need to debase an event which is so important not only for the participants, but for society in general?
Its importance should be recognised by a legal process conducted with due formality and dignity.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As stated earlier, this is an event which is important to society as a whole, and not just the couple and their families. It must remain possible for other
witnesses to be present. Also, in these days of alarming and ever-increasing people trafficking and forced marriages, there has to be real openness to
provide some sort of general safeguard against such evil.



Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

In order to maintain the gravitas and formality of the wedding, it needs to take place in a building suitable for the purpose. The present permitted venues
could easily be expanded while maintaining safety and dignity – but it should be an actual building or structure that is readily accessible by ordinary
people such as a school or community centre and not in silly, contrived settings such as aboard aircraft or balloons in mid-voyage? How can such be said
to have ‘open doors’ or convey due gravitas?

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:
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Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:
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Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences
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Consultation Question 60:
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Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:
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Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:
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Please expand on your answer:
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Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:
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Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :



Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:
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Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:
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Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?
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What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?
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If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:
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Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries
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Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Should attend in person

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:
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Please expand on your answer:
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Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:
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Consultation Question 16:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Both should attend separately

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:
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Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:
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Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:
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Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes if the have been resident in this country for some time

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:
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What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?
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If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:
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Please expand on your answer:

The provisional proposal seems to proceed from the assumption that couples should be allowed to have any kind of marriage they want whenever they
want. and that all restrictions should therefore be reduced or removed. This treats marriage as nothing more than a private party but in reality it is a legal
act in which society itself is involved. Like any other legal act, it is not objectionable but only natural that it should be subject to some restrictions. The
requirement that the couples should have resided for a minimum period in a registration district is designed to discourage rushed decisions. Does the
Law Commission believe that rushed decisions are a good thing?

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

Both suggested periods seem unduly brief. As I said in a previous answer, a marriage should not be rushed and any alteration that encourages or allows
hasty marriages should be eschewed.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Ideally, the originally nominated officiant should always perform the marriage unless prevented by unavoidable causes at short notice.

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The monarch is head of the Church of England not by virtue of some separate office confined to England that the monarch happens to hold in addition to
the Crown but simply by virtue of being monarch. Therefore, banns published in Her dominions should have equal effect on the Church whether
published in England or elsewhere. The proposed restriction misunderstands the nature of the monarch's position over the Church.

Consultation Question 14:

No



Please expand on your answer:

The proposal seems to be based on the assumption that no war-injured churches still exist or will exist in future. I assume that all World War damage has
been repaired by now but sadly the possibility of such damage in future cannot be ruled out, so it seems over-optimistic to assume that the rules will
never be needed again.

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

The Church of England is part of the state and its acts are acts of the state. Civil preliminaries are unnecessary for that reason. To require civil
preliminaries before an Anglican wedding makes as little sense as it would to require Anglican preliminaries before a civil wedding.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Anglican weddings, as I stated in a previous answer, are acts of the state. A minister of the Church of England is a representative of the state. To require a
civil officiant to be present would therefore amount to having two representatives of the state present. The proposal seems to forget that the Church of
England is the state church.

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This proposal seems somewhat at odds with Question 19 but, since it also gets around the paradox that I perceived in Question 19, I support it.

Consultation Question 23:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A non-religious belief organisation is a contradiction in terms. The religious may marry, as they have always done, in the context of their religion and
those who recognize no higher authority than the state may be married by the state. To allow non-religious organisations to carry out marriages as
though they held the same position in the eyes of their members as religious organisations or the state do in the eyes of believers or citizens,
over-esitmates their importance. Either the couple are religious, in which case they can marry in their religion, or they are not, in which case they have the
perfectly serviceable option of marriage by the state. There is no need for further options.



Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Non-religious belief organisations are not the equivalent of religions and it betrays a certain lack of self-confidence that some of their members feel the
need to pretend that they are.

Please share your views below:

If non-religious belief organisations are to be authorised to perform marriages, then the definition should be exclusive, not inclusive. There should be a
list of organisations that are authorised, not a sweeping authorisation with a few exceptions tacked on.

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

I am suspicious of how these purposes would be defined. Would, for example, the Catholic Church be banned from performing marriages as a
punishmeent for its stance on abortion? Or might a religiously devout future government ban Humanists UK (assuming they will be authorised) from
performing marriages as punishment for their secular values?

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

No

Please expand on your answer:

My views on the involvement of non-religious belief organisations have already been made clear but, in the case of Anglican clergy, it seems unnecessary
to maintain a central list of marriage officiants, since lists of clergy maintained by the Church itself already exist.

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I oppose the notion of 'independent officiants', since it seems rather open-ended and fails to understand the significance of performing a marriage but, if
such officiants are to be authorised, then there should certainly be some central authority over them.

Consultation Question 30:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Ordinations are not supposed to be carried out in the first place if the ordinand is not fit and proper, so in the case of clergymen this seems unnecessay.

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

See my answer to Question 29.

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The possibility of charging unlimited fees seems an extreme temptation for the greedy and corrupt.

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

My only concern is that 'dignity' and 'solemnity' mean different things to different people. Indeed, they will be meaningless without an officially imposed
meaning and any officiant might vary his definition of dignity and solemnity according to what the couple are willing to pay him. A clear definition of what
is and is not dignified and solemn must be laid down in law.

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I agree in the case of non-religious officiants but in the case of clergymen, especially those of the Established Church, such a proposal seems to trample
on the jurisdiction of the religious organisation.

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

My position on independent officiants is that a) they should not exist and b) if they must exist, then they should be as tightly regulated and supervised as
possible.

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

No

Please expand on your answer:

'Continuing professional development' sounds like work for the sake of work. No one in any profession likes it and I would not wish it on anyone.

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:



No

Please expand on your answer:

The whole proposal seems to underrate the importance and significance of a marriage ceremony, in exchange for convenience and a selfish,
commercialised view that the ceremony should be whatever the couple want. Marriage is a legal act, in which two people who are free to do so commit
themselves to each other for life. People do not generally have the power to re-design legal acts to correspond to what they want. They should not be
allowed to do so with marriage either. Contrary to a common misconception, it is not the minister or officiant who marries the couple. They marry each
other by telling each other that they do. The minister or officiant is merely a witness. For this reason, the vows, being legally constitutive words, should
continue to follow a prescribed formula, like any other legal act, which the couple, who are performing the act, should say to each other.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As I laboured in my previous answer, a wedding is a legal act in which the couple are the real officiants. A designer wedding makes no more sense than a
designer court hearing or a designer knighting. It is difficult to think how the ideal of a dignified and solemn marriage could be maintained when couples
can request whatever they want and officiants can simply be paid to agree. Furthermore, some officiants will be more rigorous in their application of
standards than others, so that marriages will become wildly variable in nature and (frankly) quality, depending as much on the sense of the officiant as on
the taste of the couple. This is no way to organise a legal act and is certainly no way to keep it diginified and solemn.

Consultation Question 44:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See my answer to my previous question.

Consultation Question 45:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If a couple want a religious wedding, then they should have a religious wedding. To allow religious content to be added on demand to a civil ceremony
would in effect become a way for a couple to re-design a religious ceremony, without the authority to do so from their denomination, in much the same
way as is envisaged in Question 43.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Legal acts are generally carried out in public. Trials are open to the public. Parliamentary proceedings are open to the public. So too marriages, which are
not just the couple's special day but a legal act as well, should also be open to the public. Furthermore, public access helps to militate against arranged or
forced marriages, which would become easier if the controlling party had the right to exclude witnesses.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is ridiculous. How can the requirement for dignity and solemnity be maintained in marriages conducted in rubbish tips, circus rings, aeroplanes etc.
Perhaps the Law Commission assumes that no couple would request an undignified location but that assumes that we all have the same idea of
'dignified'. We have not. In order for marriage to maintained as a dignified, solemn and legal act, there must be restrictions on where it can be conducted.
These restrictions are intended not to be mean to the couple but to honour the concept of marriage itself, a concept that belongs to civilization and not
just to the two people on the day.



Please share your views below:

See my answer to the previous question.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I oppose the liberalisation of marriage venues for the reasons already stated, so all existing restrictions should remain in place.

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Religious marriages should take place in a religious setting, secular marriages in a secular setting, since the setting is part of what defines them as
religious or secular. It seems bizarre that this principle even has to be explained, let alone justified.

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Officiants may be swayed by money to authorise undignified venues and different officiants will apply different standards. The nature of the venues
permitted should remain fixed in order to maintain a consistent standard of dignity.

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

As previously stated, officiants should not have the power to authorise venues themselves but, if they will have that power, then 'safe' and 'dignified'
should be carefully defined, that being the next best thing to maintaining the current restrictions.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

See my previous answer.

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Electronic registration is a hostage to future developments in computing technology. Whatever format may be adopted will inevitably become obsolete
and unreadable in time, so that archivists will have the task of constantly updating marriage records, incurring expense and the risk of error or loss. Paper
documentation, if kept in a safe environment, can last for centuries with little effort.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

A marriage is a legal act and should be subject to proof, like any other legal act. It seems very strange that a couple should be able to claim the benefits of
married status simply by virtue of having lived together for a long time.

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As laboured in previous answers, I believe strongly in the solemnity of marriage and its status as a legal act. I treat the undermining of its status as a
serious abuse.

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

No

Please expand on your answer:



The current conditions, under which a marriage should be carefully prepared for unless haste is required for reasons beyond the couple's control, respect
the solemnity of marriage as a legal act and should be maintained.

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Secondary legislation is, as a general rule, a bad idea, as it empowers ministers at the expense of Parliament. Opportunities for it should be avoided. I
also disagree with the idea that any necessary person should attend the ceremony remotely. Either you are there or you are not. Anything else
under-rates the importance of what is happening.

No

Please expand on your answer:

See my answer to the previous question.

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

My views on maintaining the current restrictions on venues have already been made clear.

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See previous answer.

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

See my answer to Question 68.

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Civil marriages, as a general rule, should be conducted in register offices, as they were originally designed to be conducted. Any deviation from this
should be discouraged.

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

The decision to marry should be determined by one thing: Do I want to share my life, my body and my soul with this person till the day of my death? A
couple who can answer that question with a confident yes will not be bothered by the current restrictions. Only people who are materialistic and wrongly
regard a marriage as some kind of party object to the current restrictions. Such people may well become more inclined to marry if the restrictions were
loosened but they are also the sort of people who will divorce.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

See my answer to the previous question.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Business opportunities do not enter into the question of marriage.

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YU72-V

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-02 18:58:29

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

We needed a registration officer at our church ceremony recently as we don't have our own.

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Very unhappy with this proposal as who determines what is acceptable: this is a possible threat to freedom of belief.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This could possibly lower our present high view of marriage. We should maintain a high view of marriage in our country.

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Such a change would water down the seriousness of the committment between spouses. We should avoid any changes which would weaken this.
Nothing light or casual should be brought in.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The wording should not be bespoke but uniform for all. Marriage is a serious committment.
There are other ways to personalise a marriage, for example , friends taking part, choice of hymns and so on.
We must not trivialise it away

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a public act and should be open to the public.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The venue should befit the seriousness of the occasion. This would be a retrograde step.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YU1H-C

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-02 19:10:43

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Humanists UK

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

I do not need my response to be treated confidentially

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I am a humanist celebrant and carry out wedding ceremonies in England that are not currently considered legal so couples have to also have a registry or
other additional event.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I always discuss the legal situation with couples who engage me so they fully understand the situation.

No

Please expand on your answer:

Most of the couples I conduct weddings for choose to have a civil marriage ceremony also in order to gain legal recognition. The others usually have a 
ceremony abroad. 
 
The couples I have the privilege to marry choose a humanist wedding ceremony to reflect their deep beliefs and values, often in a location important to 
them. I must emphasise the individual nature of each ceremony in order to reflect what is important to the bride and groom, it is not a formulaic process. 
They cannot have this through any legal form of marriage in England. No couple I have ever married wants a civil ceremony but are forced to. Many ask 
me to update them on the legal situation and plan to cancel the civil element of their wedding should humanists weddings ever be legal.



 
I know of some couples who just cannot run to the expense of both a civil and humanist ceremony so feel they are forced to have a civil ceremony only.
And some couples who just do not want 2 ceremonies. 
 
It is so frustrating to see how popular and successful humanist weddings are in other parts of the UK yet are not even allowed in England.

No

Please expand on your answer:

I do not have any personal experiences of not being in a legally recognised marriage, but have friends who are and would very much like their union to be
recognised legally as they are committed to each other for the longterm.

As a humanist celebrant I have discussed the current situation with prospective couples who have ultimately decided to not have a humanist ceremony
because of the legal situation and have remained unmarried. Other couples have decided to remain living together and will wait to be married in a
humanist ceremony legally. Some have gone to Scotland, Northern Ireland or Jersey.

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

The barrier is that humanist weddings are not legal in England. Unlike other religions, humanists couples cannot have a legally recognised marriage
conducted by a humanist celebrant, ie someone who shares their beliefs. The legally recognised ceremonies that are available to them do not fully reflect
or express their humanism.

The meaningfulness of their marriage ceremony is further reduced by the restriction on locations where they can be married.

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

While this has been disruptive for all prospective wedding couples, humanists are being hit worse as they are required to have 2 ceremonies to be legally
married and married in such a way that suitably reflects their values and beliefs.

At times during 2020, humanist weddings have been subject to different restrictions to other weddings, adding to the distress and disappointment I know
'my' couples have felt. I have done my utmost to make sure I am available for them whenever I've been needed and have been dealing with alot of upset
people during the year. Had humanist weddings been legal, alot of heartache would have been saved.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

requirement should be abolished

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

should be abolished

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:



Other

Please expand on your answer:

this should be abolished

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I cannot see any reason to maintain the requirement to have a registrar at some religious ceremonies. It can make religious ceremonies appear to be civil 
ceremonies.



 
It follows that registrars should not be able to officiate at humanist weddings.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, they should be officiants within the bounds of their own religion only.

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I agree broadly with this approach. The law should not recognise marriages based on the building in which they are held. This discriminates people whose
beliefs mean they are not part of a group that has an identifiable building.

I appreciate much care must be taken in this area to prevent quasi-religions appearing and/or commercial operators finding a way to increase income.

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The definition doesn't seem appropriate. Why not use the information in Article 9 of the European Convention on Human Rights? The UK has a legal duty
to comply with this.

Please share your views below:

Surely it would be better to state what constitutes a non-religious belief and make sure this is restrictive enough that a specific list of excluded groups is
not needed.

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I strongly disagree to this. Why ever do people need to meet at all to worship? Just because you don't doesn't mean you don't hold common beliefs and
values! I am a humanist but don't worship at any sort of altar. I find it offensive that to be considered a believer I am expected to attend some sort of
'church' and then regularly.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

There is some sense in this but who decides whether something is 'contrary to public policy of morality'?

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

seems ok

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:



No

Please expand on your answer:

This could open the door for purely commercial operations and is separate to the issue of this consultation.

There is also a real danger that independent celebrants would (as they do now) sell themselves as humanist celebrants, which they are not, As a humanist
celebrant I had to undertake very specific training and am expected to maintain a high level of professionalism and humanism. I'm sure this must happen
for other religions and belief systems and offer it as an example of how this idea could be abused.

Consultation Question 30:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This is the right approach but the registrar general should have the power to refuse an application if they think someone is not fit and proper.

Consultation Question 31:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I do agree but go further in that they should also be trained in their specific religion or belief system.

Should the minimum age be 21?

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Humanist UK celebrants already do this in Scotland and Northern Ireland. Celebrants do charge a reasonable fee for time and effort but will not continue
for long if they should attempt to profit from the fact that could charge more.

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Commercial celebrants should not gain legal recognition for their ceremonies. Of course, fees should be charged (if appropriate) relevant to time and
effort but the privilege of marrying couples is marrying them, not making money.

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Abolutely!

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

To maintain standards. S/he should also publish details of officiants who have been struck off or retired.

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



This seems to ignore independents then?

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This needs to be tightened up. Surely a civil wedding is one thing, a religious wedding another?

Please share your views below:

This depends on the motive of the couple. For example if the Lord's prayer was an important of the life of one of the couple, it's perfectly acceptable to be
included (ie a traditional reason). But it should not be included for a religious reason.

Consultation Question 46:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location



Consultation Question 48:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

All these locations are reasonable. The important factor is how meaningful, or practical, they are to the couple.

Consultation Question 49:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Other

Other

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Civil or non-religious weddings should not take place in places of worship.

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

I would have responded other here.

Surely if the officiant is unhappy with the chosen venue, they can refuse to officiate (hopefully nominating a replacement officiant).

Consultation Question 52:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Guidance on 'dignity' would help. This is an area an officiant could offer guidance.

Apart from general health and safety I do not feel it is the responsibility of the officiant to be responsible to ensure the venue is safe.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes to 1 and 2.

Why are parent's details needed? Why not have witness details instead?



Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:



Other

Please expand on your answer:

it should be flexible to reflect the nature of the terminal illness. For example, someone with a cancer diagnosis may find the time element changes
depending on treatment.

Consultation Question 66:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Any type of vessel if it's meaningful for the couple

Consultation Question 71:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

They should give the name of the officiant when known,

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

i have not been approached



Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

There should be a fee

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals



Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

The current law definitely discourages couples from getting married. I have some couples who have asked me to let them know when they can legally
have a humanist wedding.

Other couples have not had a humanist wedding as the cost of both civil and humanist has been too much cost and bother for them.

It has amazed me how successful humanist weddings have become in Scotland since they have become legal. Also, celebrants I know in Northern Ireland
have become incredibly busy since humanist weddings have become legal there.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I think the current situation is poor as it adds complication, bias and cost to many couples.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

1. Significant reforms are needed to make registry office weddings cheap. The cost of some is truly shocking.

2 and 3. If a couple choose to marry at an expensive hotel, that is absolutely up to them. However, they should also be able to marry somewhere that is
free or low cost.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Jersey is marketing itself to English and Welsh couples as an attractive location for weddings since humanist weddings become legal there in 2018.

Couples are prepared to travel to Scotland or Northern Ireland to be married in a humanist ceremony. You only have to read the marriage reports in the
weekend papers.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YU1W-U

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-02 19:15:31

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Representing self.

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Response on behalf of an organisation

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

I gave permission for my response to be published.

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

(not applicable) married in Church.

No

Please expand on your answer:

Married in a Church Service

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

To make a loving and legal committment to my wife for life.

No

Please expand on your answer:

I haven't personally as yet but, have seen the consequences to other friends and family who have strayed from their marriage vows ending in divorce in
terms of broken homes, children mentally scared, who suffer depression in later life including parents.



Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

I know of no legal barriers though being a first experience some I have spoken to would in hindsight have preferred a Church Service but finances did not
permit. They found the Civil service too much like a conveyor belt and council environmeant too impersonal .

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Sorry, I have only attended my brothers funeral owing to Covid.

If I hit continue there's no form to place my views so will reiterate them as I go,

I am wish to submit my opposition to changes proposed to Traditional Marriage for the introduction to informal marriage vows or services that could
show no real (solemnity or commitment) to marriage inviting many to abuse both the content of vows and public venues of scrutiny before the wider
community even further over time.
Whilst I support Christian values of marriage to give moral guidance for a healthy balanced relationship to maintain cohesiveness between two
heterosexual partners that also brings equal mental health benefits of roll models for the nurturing of children of both sexes, my main concern is the
slow erosion of said traditional marriage values for so called (progressive secular ideas) to lower standards to the point of irrelevance clearly now
demonstrated in America the intended aim by activist campaigners to debase Traditional marriage standards over here also.
Since Civil Marriage vows have hitherto depended on the frame work of Church Doctrine, without pastoral care in times of stress or conflict, these vows
have largely depended on self regulation of will clearly absent in times of stress or conflict. Therefore made too flexible, in times of stress or conflict this
traditional frame work needs even more state protection by the State if the inevitable collapse of marriage is to be prevented or, the benefits of which for
the government has to a harmonious family unit therefore wider harmonious society.
Therefore the ‘Dignity and Commitment’ of both vows and ceremony becomes too flexible or, is trivialised to give no real commitment or, fosters the
notion that marriage is merely a convenience to put on or take of like cloths or, it could also foster the idea that forced marriages hidden under the cloak
of informality now found in Asian communities here, can be got away with along with modern Slavery, or Citizenship entry abuse.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This currently presents no problem for a couple in whose Parish a church service is intended being in their community they openly announce publically in
ministerial banns of the couples intensions to marry. This also serves to focus the couples understanding of the vows and committment they are about to
make.

Consultation Question 5:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I think this is too open to abuse, it depends who is giving the interview , do they know the couple,and what checks are made about identity, are they
known to the community also, how long they have lived in it, are they a real couple or illegasl opportunists.

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

This gives sufficient time for counselling to couples to examine their reasons for marriage

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

There should be at least one person or more preferably who can confirm that a sham marriage is not taking place. This is where the importance of
community and family are important or someone with sufficient credentials who can check the validity of couples to marry.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:



The old rule should still apply to family's abroad where a daughter or son intensions may not be known or give cause for concern. This could relate to the
previous question.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Its hard to imagine a reason why not publicly which might mean they are being coerced to marry.

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

If this means the officient is notified who conducts the service, which will give time for identity checks, otherwise what shedule?

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Substitute officient should be qualified to conduct with due dignity, the solemnity, and legality required appropriately for marriage.

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But again the substitute must be of the same calibre as the first efficient.

Please share your views below:

Again the substitute must be of the same calibre as the first efficient to deliver the same dignity, the solemnity, and legality required. No trivial service
should be performed or at a venue that doesn't meat the solemnity of the commitment the couple are about to make.

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is a United Kingdom not a Federal Republic.

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But give details a chosen place might not be appropriate.

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

It should be in both the Bride and Grooms local Parish church but failing this in the church to be married.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Both powers (1) &(2)should be supplied to Anglican clergy, and Registry Offices.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Both should attend and make declarations of no impediment to avoid begamy.



Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:

Preliminaries are important to both Civil and Church Weddings.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I agree to all of above.

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Self evidently they are most appropriate.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Again evidently appropriate for one civil wedding

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

They are eminently werll qualified to be officiants.

Consultation Question 23:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Officiants should have a religious training even as secular officients since couples can comprise of both athiest and religious Faiths in Civil ceremonies
and because marriage has always been a holy institution for centuries.

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No faith can dismiss God whose instution of marriage he set forth for all nations to follow.
Since no one can prove or disprove this, some respect should be should shown to priority and choice of vows reflect this.

Please share your views below:

Any religion that is Pagan should not conduct marriage.

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If they truly believe in marriage as a holy institution given in the gospels then they should reflect this in their form of service.

Consultation Question 26:



Please share your views below:

I firmly believe religious organisations should not be excluded from officiating at weddings, and that non religious organisations should not be allowed to
officiate if they don't adhere to the teachings of christ which most faiths do unless pagan.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

I firmly believe religious organisations should not be excluded from officiating at weddings, and that non religious organisations should not be allowed to
officiate at weddings if they don't adhere to the teachings of Christ which most faiths do unless pagan.

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

I firmly believe religious organisations should not be excluded from officiating at weddings, and that non religious organisations should not be allowed to
officiate if they don't adhere to the teachings of christ which most faiths do unless pagan, therefore non belief organisations should be included on any
General Register list of nominated officiants.

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Only officiants that believe in the teachings of God and his holy institute of marriage should be allowed to conduct marriage services.

Consultation Question 30:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No persons that are not faith people should be allowed to nominate officiants for marriage services "as fit and proper" since they will pervert the very
commandments and creeds of God and have done so.

Consultation Question 31:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Government are placing themselves above the commandments of God if this goes ahead and will, and is currently receiving his retribution already if it
hasn't already noticed. Individuals can expect no mercy either if complicit to this proposal.

Consultation Question 32:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No, businesses will exploit this breach in the current law for profit making as other organisations are currently doing match making for Gay/Lesbian
couples who already reports show are devorcing at an alarming rate because they find marriage is not free enough to satisfy carnal lust and their
permissiveness. See latest survey report.

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No, this just shows government want to profit from an immoral decision, not strength of argument.

Consultation Question 34:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Government should not be enabling non religious organisations officiating at weddings or celebrities. However Church Organisations should that believe
in the holy institution of marriage should be allowed to nominate as many officiants as necessary to fill vacancies if qualified do so as officiants.

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But only those who understand this is an istitution devised by God and advise reverently the standards he expects of marriage.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes providing they keep to the Scriptures and moral standards layed down by God.

Consultation Question 37:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If Church standards for marriage are obey this will be a far higher authority than nominated atheist organisations who will full well short of the mark.

Consultation Question 38:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The General Register Office should already have enough church officiants to meet all duties of responsibility, therefore this propodsal is not necessary.

Consultation Question 39:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The General Register Office should already have enough church officiants to meet all duties of responsibility, therefore this proposal for investigation is
not necessary but at any rate can be applied to Church officiants with the churches themselves.

Consultation Question 40:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No this just opens the way for commercialisation of marriage by un limited nominated non church officiants.

Consultation Question 41:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Professional development can be provided by the church nor commercial organisations who will exploit this situation for profit slowly reklaxing rules
further, it always happens.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes to all three proposals.

Consultation Question 55:



No

Please expand on your answer:

In Egnlish only being and international language those with relatives aboad for banns will recognise.

Consultation Question 56:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This will need serious consideration in veiw of hacking sensitive family information.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes to all four proposals.

No

Please expand on your answer:

Failure to observe any of these points would be a serious factor as previous questions have been answered to the validity of a marriage

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes to (1) & (2) proposals above.

Consultation Question 59:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Presumption in favour of the validity of a marriage (should not be given) to 1 &2

No

Please expand on your answer:

No period of cohabitation should be considered as marriage.

Consultation Question 60:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Both parties consent should be sought not assumed after 3 years.

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes this is a crime.

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:



Please share your views below:

I agree people with terminal illness, detainees in hospital or, are house bound but not prison offenders.

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I assume a quick interview can be made by a registration officer for terminally ill people.

Consultation Question 64:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No information is given on what sort of registration officers and whether they are appropriate so NO, the Registrar General should be retained.

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

In compassionate cases like this as previously answered Yes, if medically certification confirms imminent death.

Consultation Question 66:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Only for hospital and housebound couples wanting marriage.

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This could be taken advantage of especially entirely remote weddings.

No

Please expand on your answer:

If a true emergency couples can wait or if military an exception can be made since their details can be confirmed by MoD.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But only for Miliary personnel.

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This does not indicate solemnity or appropriate locations other than those serviving on ships in the military.

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

An acception can be made only for military personnel serving long term away from these shores.

Consultation Question 70:



Please share your views below:

No not at all since this trivialises marriage and serves holiday travel companies.

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Once this practice starts it trivialises marriage and will be seized by holiday companies to include this in tours as a gimmick.

Consultation Question 72:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is just another way of asking the same question. This trivialises marriage and does not repeat the solemnity or dignity of marriage.

No

Please expand on your answer:

No again this askes the same maritime question for tour operators to jump in on. Unless officiants conduct naval military marriages at sea under
emergency circumstances commercialisartion of marriage should not be sanctioned.

No

Please expand on your answer:

No again, no commercialisation of marriage by holiday companies on ships.

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

No, under any circumstances religious or non religious should weddings be commercisalised at sea.

Consultation Question 74:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No commercialisation of weddings at sea.

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I agree.

Consultation Question 76:

(1) the same fee as other cases in which the registration officer must travel to the person giving notice, set nationally on a cost-recovery basis; or

Please expand on your answer:

I agree to (1)

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes entirely appropriate.



Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

(Safe and dignified) requires standards are maintain to this end therefore should be met by local authority..

Consultation Question 79:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This assumes local authorities will understand what is appropriate for solemnity, dignity and commitment is which could end up as a popular fair ground
or sea pier. ball room.

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

yes this is only fair.

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Entirely appropriate.

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes entirely fair.

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Compasion shouild be applied here.

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes but this fee must be set to substitute officiant with one of equal suitability.

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

No the current laws do not discourage couples from marriage since true marriage is not based on costs, and can be decided along with many other
commitments and finacial sacrifices couples have to make.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Sorry cant help since I am not an officiate of weddings.



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Sorry cant help since I am not an officiate of weddings.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Sorry cant help since I am not an officiate of weddings.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Sorry cant help since I am not an officiate of weddings.

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Sorry cant help since I am not an officiate of weddings.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Sorry cant help since I am not an officiate of weddings.

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Sorry cant help since I am not an officiate of weddings.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Sorry cant help since I am not an officiate of weddings.

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Sorry cant help since I am not an officiate of weddings.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Sorry cant help since I am not an officiate of weddings.

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

I regret also I cant help since I am not an officiate of weddings.
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What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It could potentially mean the people could not be married in my church.
what is wrong with the system as it is I was at a civil service and married in my own non conformist church

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

If a totalitarians government came into power presumably they could "decide"
or a group who have different moral views. this might discriminate aginst religeous people of all faiths. I can get the point, but the idea is not objective too
vague by far.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I would have thought that there was a lot of training to become an officient.
the religions officiants may well strongley help values for marriage others brought in by this may have very low views of marriage, why would they want
to do this work? perhaps to down grade marriage.



Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

the form of words is there to be used in the service, vows and statements need to be made at the time and are meant to show a serious commitment to
each other.

Consultation Question 43:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

marriages whilst personal are not a private affair the whole community should be able to see what is happening.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

there maybe advantages for churches other than CofE because their builds may not be registered or are shared buildings

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Private

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

In principle interviews should not take place remotely because of the high probability that sham or forced marriages or lack of consent would be difficult
to detect using the remote technology currently available.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

This should continue to be possible.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Provided that the substitute officiant is notified in advance and is qualified to carry out such duties.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

The two powers should be enabled.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Agreed.

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:



Please share your views below:

Agreed.

Consultation Question 28:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Fees may be chargeable to cover reasonable costs.

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The officiant is seen to be in charge and needs to ensure the content and tone of the ceremony uphold the dignity and solemnity of the marriage
commitment.

Consultation Question 36:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

There should be a core set of activities or actions which all wedding ceremonies should include.

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

It is important that at some point the two persons are seen to freely agree to a lifetime commitment to each other. The ceremony should not be
indefinitely customisable to suit the whims of either officiant or the parties or anyone else.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There needs to be agreed form or forms of ceremony which may be conducted by a nominated officiant, and the parties may choose one of these, but
not any other form or ceremony even if the officiant so agrees.

Consultation Question 44:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes the named groups and others should continue to be able to impose their own requirements, but these should be taken as special rules for each such
group.

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This requirement is to be retained, to protect against forced marriages and for other reasons.



Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The location of the wedding should reinforce the dignity and solemnity of the occasion. Venues which trivialise or undermine this by presenting a
completely different environment should not be legally permitted.
For both civil and religious weddings, the ceremony should take place in a type of location approved for such a purpose; otherwise some participants will
deliberately choose locations for their trivial notoriety rather than for the dignity befitting what will hopefully be a lifetime contract.

Please share your views below:

A wedding in the air or in a private home cannot be 'open door' and should therefore not be allowed.
Locations outdoors generally and on inland waters need to be specifically approved if they support the dignity and solemnity of the ceremony.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The criteria for 'safe' and 'dignified' need to be very clearly established.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The factors are necessary in order to ensure that all proper safeguards are observed regarding the marriage .

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Emergency conditions may mean that the proposed secondary legislation is the only way in which a wedding ceremony may be completed, however great
care must be taken to ensure that the validity of the ceremony is not thereby compromised.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

There will always be some who wish to put their mark on a wedding ceremony so as to make it uniquely theirs, however this should only be allowed in an
emergency which should be covered by legislation.

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::
England

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I am a Roman Catholic celibate hermit

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

'Dignity' and 'solemnity' are not popular words these days. The ever increasing elasticity
of place and form can easily result in the contracting of the marriage covenant being
implicitly subjected to ridicule.
All involved have a responsibility to make it clearly seen that the marriage event is a serious as well as a joyful contract.

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a public contract: marriage and the family being the foundational unit of society.
The ceremony should contain the expression of consent, otherwise what is the purpose of it?

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As marriage is a public contract which affects society in general, there should be a foundational form common to all weddings, which expresses its
seriousness and dignity.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The open doors requirement is a safeguard against forced marriages. It also helps to convey the public nature of marriage declarations.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is clear to any reasonable person that not just any location is appropriate to the dignity of a ceremony involving such a serious lifelong contract. If a
location suggests superficiality and flippancy, it is reflection of the couple's immaturity and inadequacy for the public state of marriage.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There should be even more explicit and stringent safeguards formalised.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:
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Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:



No

Please expand on your answer:

These requirements help to protect the seriousness of the commitment about to be made.

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

One month would be more reasonable to help protect against any sham (or forced) marriage being arranged.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Lawyers should surely want to do the maximum to protect an individual against any sham or arranged marriage.
Please please pay particular attention to this aspect.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Switching to licensing an officiant rather than a specific registered place can lead to further disregard for the seriousness of the commitment involved in
marriage.

Consultation Question 12:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not happy at all about the term officiant (+in this sense a substitute.. last minute one...anyone willing etc) having legal responsibility for such a serious
ceremony of commitment.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

That would seem to be sensible as well as courteous and ...
surely respectful again of the seriousness of the commitment being proposed in marriage...
As well as being respectful of the meaning of marriage within an Anglican Church.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes this is essentially protective of each person's human rights.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Yes ...it makes sense to say the officiant I that licenced place is a pastor appointed to office in that venue/ parish.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Too much scope for destroying the seriousness of the commitment involved in marriage.
Anyone genuinely believing in the value of marriage, + really wanting to be an "officiant" should apply through the formal registration channels covered
by legal protection + recognition to be registered.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There is a need here to Define what is meant by DIGNITY + SOLEMNITY.
The content and tone of the marriage CEREMONY should itself reflect the seriousness of the commitment being made.
PLEASE DO NOT UNDERESTIMATE THIS MATTER in whatever changes you succeed in making.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

My yes here agrees with my yes in question 38.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

1 both persons getting married should be present at the wedding ceremony. Simply signing a schedule is inadequate...if not simply crazy!
2 a public declaration of commitment should still be the norm at a wedding ...otherwise it is just a party with a fake excuse ...
3 marriage is a union understood by society + defined by law. It does contribute to societal stability. If people do not want to make a life time
commitment why on earth are they bothering with wanting to be married?
Your proposal seems to want to attack the very necessary dignity of human commitment.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a serious commitment + the wedding ceremony should reflect the solemnity and lifetime intention of the 2 involved.
Why attack marriage in this way ( news media love to describe weird + wonderful types of "marriages" + celebrations) ...officiants would need to be
protected from crazy or zany demands by having the marriage format/ ceremony protect ed by law.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a public declaration that has implications for society + the state.
The very idea that it could/ should/ might take place behind doors suggests it could even be a forced marriage. How dreadful...to make that legal!

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a serious matter. The location for the wedding ceremony should reflect the seriousness of the commitment being made.

outdoors,, on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

This question is far too wide to merit a specific set of " appropriate + dignified venues".
There is a huge need to define appropriate and dignified in this matter. But a useful preamble would be .... avoidance of gimmicky situations or hobby-
style locations just
" to be different" or fun.
NB all the fun + gimmicks can be part of the party after the DIGNIFIED CELEBRATION OF MARRIAGE COMMITMENT

Consultation Question 49:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not clear what passes as safe + dignified ... definition or clear guidance needed

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Definition + clarity needed

Consultation Question 53:

Other



Please expand on your answer:

See answers above

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Not applicable

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

I think that the banns should continue to be read in the church of the parish in which each participant resides, because marriage is a contract with society
and involves the community.

Consultation Question 16:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Many churches do not have an authorised person to conduct ceremonies and therefore would need to have the right to invite a civil registrar. If not,
couples who attend
such churches will need to hold a civil ceremony in addition to their church wedding.

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Measures should be put in place to ensure that all officiants nominated by both religious and non-religious organisations are suitably trained and are fit
and proper persons who will uphold the seriousness and dignity of marriage.

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

“contrary to public policy or morality” is too subjective an assessment. Some members of society and of Government already hold views that are contrary 
to mainstream Christian or Muslim beliefs. They might seek to preclude religious organisations from appointing officiants on the grounds that the beliefs



of those organisations, even if legal, are unpopular. 
The criteria should be more objective and perhaps simply exclude organisations that promote illegal activities.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This would open the door to persons who are not sufficiently knowledgeable or serious-minded to carry out frivolous or meaningless ceremonies. Such
persons could offer their services on a profit-making basis under which they would be incentivised to carry out a couple's wishes regardless of the need
for dignity and commitment in marriage. It could also allow couples who, for whatever reason, have been declined marriage by a duly authorised
organisation to arrange for such an individual to conduct pseudo-relgious ceremony.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I believe that there should be a prohibition on acting where a conflict of interest exists AND there should be a legal limit on the fee.

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is founded on solemn promises. Under these proposals it would be possible to hold a ceremony in which no words or promises were
exchanged at all. The ceremony and the marriage would be totally meaningless - just an excuse for a party.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A legal wedding ceremony must reflect the seriousness of the
commitment the parties are making to each other. This is much more important than personalising it in accordance with the wishes of the couple.
There is plenty of scope for a couple to personalise the parts of the ceremony that are not required by the law.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Marriages are not private affairs, they are part of the couple's contract with society as well as with each other. Members of society, as long as they act
responsibly, therefore should be permitted to witness any wedding.
Keeping weddings public is also a safeguard against forced marriage and bigamy.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This could be of benefit in some circumstances, but safeguards would need to be introduced to prevent the use of premises that are not in keeping with
the dignity and solemnity of the ceremony.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YU74-X

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-02 19:38:34

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

The Christian Church

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Because of all the scams that are around at this time.

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:



Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Some smaller Churches need the presence of a Registrar at wedding, as they sometimes. have only part-time Ministers.

Many Churches do not have an Authorised Person to conduct Weddings and therefore need a Registrar to Register Marriage.

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

This proposal sounds reasonable, but as modern society is increasingly anti to faith biblical teaching on marriage, it could become a mechanism for
penalising those with moral views, which go against the prevailing culture of the day.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Our present system allows Minister's of Religon or Registrars, who are usually highly trained and are likely to hold very strong and high views of Marriage.

If Indenpendent Officiants were allowed, it would open the doors to those who may not hold, or place a high view of Marriage

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I would recommend that religious and non-religious organisation have the responsbility to ensure that any nominated officiant be a highly trained
person.

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I propose that we keep the prescribed wording, (which is only a a tiny part of any wedding cereony) should be kept in place.

Marraige is founded on solomn promises made by both parties and without them the ceremony could become very casual

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is very important that a legal wedding ceremony reflects the seriousness of the committment which the copule are making to each other.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I believe that marraige is not a private affair, but very important to society as a whole and therefore the 'open door' policy should be upheld.

Keeping the open door policy for any member of the public to enter during the ceremony, is a protection against forced marriage and bigamy.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:



Other

Please expand on your answer:

The Current Law only permits Wedding Cermemonies Registered for the purpose of Weddings.

If couples prefer elsewhere, they need to apply to have the venue registered and a safeguard needs to be put in place to ensure that the venue is suitable
and will uphold the dignity of the ceremony taking place.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YU7U-Y

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-02 19:46:59

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

To demonstrate that marriage is a serious step, for life and that vows made are binding. It is based on the biblical principle that 'what God has joined
together let no man put asunder'.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

This is an extraordinary situation and has no relevance to this consultation.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Interviews need to be face to face in any situation to fully assess the sincerity of the couple.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No need. It may not be known up to twelve months in advance.

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:



I thought that was the case.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

It should be sufficient just to meet the couple and examine them.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

It should remain as part of the legal wedding service.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As is the case generally at present.

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

No

Please expand on your answer:

One to officiate. One to ensure legal part is carried out correctly.

Consultation Question 22:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Only clergy

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



It should be able to under any circumstance. Churches are autonomous in the way they carry out their practices.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

See answer above

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

See answer to qu 25

Consultation Question 28:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Only of those registering weddings as at present.

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is not enough. The whole ceremony should be dignified and solemn in realisation of the importance of marriage by the couple and the attendees.
Further detail is needed to explain 'dignified' and 'solemn'.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Only in regard to the legal exchange of vows.

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A public declaration needs to be made to confirm a couple's consenting with each other to marry. Marriage is a defined union understood by society and
so the law and society should hear a public declaration. The legally required words are not many or onerous and there is still flexibility. The core words
bring solemnity to the understanding of the lifelong commitment of marriage.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The marriage ceremony is a serious and solemn occasion. The use of set words make it so. Couples making up their own words would indicate the lack of
seriousness of the principle of marriage.

Consultation Question 44:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See above

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

That should be up to the couple.

Please share your views below:

Marriage is a God ordained ordinance and that should be recognised at any ceremony.



Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This was introduced hundreds of years ago to guard against forced marriages. It is still a problem. The open doors emphasise the public nature of
marriage also.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This undermines the solemnity of marriage. The location needs to be appropriate.i

Please share your views below:

In appropriate places where the public can be present and that reflect the seriousness of a marriage ceremony.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Not Answered

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There needs to be clarity about what is safe and dignified.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

See above

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Should be done at the time.

Consultation Question 55:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The couple are entitled to a piece of paper which is not available to others.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There should be witnesses

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

The law needs to remain as it is. It does not discourage people getting married.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Cost is immaterial to the ceremonies.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

The venue needs to be one that is appropriate to the solemn state of marriage.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YU7S-W

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-02 19:55:59

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

N/A

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

N/A

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:



During the COVID-19 pandemic, I have attended one wedding. This was during November 2019. In the region in which the wedding was held, there were
restrictions in place, meaning only limited numbers could attend, both at the ceremony (in a church) and the reception (at a hotel).
While I appreciate that these restrictions on numbers where put in place owing to public health concerns, I believe that the importance of marriage to
society is such that the measures taken have been not been sufficiently balanced. When two people commit to lifelong partnership, it is something both
happy and serious, and something which can result in great benefit to society. To restrict marriage ceremonies and celebrations in this severe way
(including a near-complete ban during certain periods of 2020) reflects a misunderstanding of the importance of the institution. As the government seeks,
rightly, to combat COVID-19, I believe it should seek to do so whilst protecting the freedom of marriage more definitely. Concretely, I believe that means
lessening restrictions in significant ways—marriage is in a different category of importance than, for example, sport, recreation, conferences, etc., and
should receive a greater protection and prioritisation.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I agree with this proposal. However, I would say that it needs further clarification. There needs to be a more defined understanding of what constitutes
'dignity' and 'solemnity' in terms of the marriage ceremony itself. For example, what one officiant considers dignified may be very different from another.
There needs therefore to be a common standard with respect to the marriage ceremony, which while allowing for flexibility according to individual
preferences, establishes in general terms what is meant by these terms. Otherwise these terms may be so bendable as to be rather meaningless.

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Following this proposal, it would actually be possible to get married without saying anything at all. Nothing more than signing the declaration would be
required. This represents a dramatic departure from the long-standing practice of requiring some set form of words, in order to be legally married.
Allowing this would obscure the seriousness of the commitment the couple are entering into. Repeating certain, clear words, in the hearing of witnesses,
crystallizes the reality of the lifelong commitment the couple are making to each other.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A distinction needs to be made here between official, legally-recognised wedding ceremonies, and unofficial ones. In the case of the latter, each individual
couple has the freedom to choose how their wedding is celebrated, in terms of the form and ceremony. However, if the question concerns how a
marriage is legally recognised, this should not be simply according to the wishes of couple and officiant. This is because marriage concerns more than just
the parties directly involved; marriages take place in the context of, and give structure and form to, society. As such, marriage is something 'bigger', as it
were, than the couple. While allowing for a degree of flexibility, there should be some established norms pertaining to the ceremony, which will reflect the
seriousness and importance of marriage, both for the individual couple and for the wider society which they will together form a part of.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUJ1-E

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-02 20:00:52

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No



Please expand on your answer:

Why does this ruling not apply to the whole of the UK?

If this provision was removed, the prospective bride and groom could just turn up on the day from anywhere, have a 'quickie' marriage ceremony, not
even a ceremony if the current laws are changed, and then return to wherever it was they came from or wherever they chose to go off to afterwards.

Fitting the marriage ceremony into whatever their primary plans were, would be how the ceremony was viewed. For example, for some couples it would
clearly be a matter of which came first, the marriage or the 'honeymoon', or holiday, travel plans or work plans etc..

Removal of this condition would encourage an approach completely at odds with what the act of marriage should be. Something planned for, worked for,
not something you just conveniently fit in. A both serious and joyous occasion, not entirely solemn but with sufficient so that all those present realise that
they are witnessing, and are part of something not frivolous but important. Celebrating and confirming a mutual undertaking, the making of a statement
of intent about themselves, the place of, the need for the responsible person in society, and the serious matter of having and bringing up children.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Essential that a separate in-person interview is required.

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Ideally it should be longer but seven days is sufficient taking in consideration the full range of circumstances that can prevail.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

All those applying for a marriage licence should undertake an in-person interview. (Perhaps seven days notice is not long enough?)

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Yes.

Consultation Question 9:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Online is not public.

Consultation Question 10:

No

Please expand on your answer:

By schedule I assume you mean the marriage licence.

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



The responsibilities and duty of any officiant should be exactly the same

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Unaware of the ruling

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

I consider the above a basic requirement.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

I consider the above an essential requirement.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Provided they have received the relevant training and instruction.

Consultation Question 23:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Non religious officiants can be nominated but only appointed by government authority. Those classed as religious officiants should be official, i.e.
ordained. Not someone assuming a religious identity.

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

I would have to think further about how to define a non-religious organisation.

Please share your views below:

Organisations that wish to claim officiants identifying with their beliefs etc. should be approved. Their officiants will act exactly the same as any other
officiants.

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

20 is not enough

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Essential requirement

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

All oficiants should be nominated and approved individually by name.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Any approved organisation nominating an officiant should exercise the initial responsibility of ensuring the nominee is fit and proper.

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:



There should be a set charge/fee.

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But what is meant by dignity and solemnity? Terms very much open to interpretation. This aspect must not be ambiguous, open to abuse.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Ultimate sanction should lie with an independent body. However nominating organisations should have a primary responsibility in this matter.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Depends what you mean by continuing professional development. This requirement can easily be taken advantage of and used as a means of imposing
views and as a means of removing an officiant from the approved list.

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Agree 1 a. Do not agree 1 b. There needs to be basic requirements that are met, legally framed, common wording. Whatever the type of ceremony,
religious or non religious

Consultation Question 43:

No



Please expand on your answer:

Absolutely not. The wedding ceremony needs to be seen as a serious matter, not a frivolous occasion. Yes of course, an occasion to be enjoyed and
celebrated. The occasion must not be allowed to be viewed as something that is not really important but just a matter of convention, should one wish to
indulge. For example, one of the main purposes of the marriage ceremony is to confirm the serious nature of having and raising children, to whom there
is going to be a lifelong responsibility and obligation. A prospect as fraught as ever, even today with all the advances in medical science. The form and
ceremony should be primarily be the same for all parties. Every organisation providing the wedding ceremony should incorporate the basic, standard
requirements. Can go on.

Consultation Question 44:

No

Please expand on your answer:

They can add to the standard format according to their particular beliefs and wishes.

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

A wedding is either religious or non religious.

Consultation Question 46:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Surely this is something to be decided upon by the religious organisation?

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A wedding ceremony must always be in the public domain, never private.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Weddings should only take place at establishments pre-approved and fit for the purpose.

Please share your views below:

See question 48

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Weddings must never be private affairs, never conducted in private

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

No



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Wedding venues and locations should be officially approved. Those venues that are suitable for the purpose

Consultation Question 52:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Wedding venues should already be listed

Consultation Question 53:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

No



Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Dont really understand the question.

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Dont know what the law is.

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Weddings should not take place on any vessel.

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

There probably is.

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(1) the same fee as other cases in which the registration officer must travel to the person giving notice, set nationally on a cost-recovery basis; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Wedding venues should already be determined.



Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

No discount is necessary. A terminally person could be extremely wealthy.

Consultation Question 84:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Why should not there be a standard fee?

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

The wedding occasion itself, the circumstances surrounding the wedding, the type of ceremony, i.e. your proposals to allow venue and location of choice,
should not be allowed as they could well become the dominant, encouraging, reason/factor in a couples decision to get married. A decision to get
married could be made primarily because of the way, sometimes an outrageous way, in which they can do it. However, I believe that despite numbers in
this particular circumstance having a significant impact, those numbers would be limited.

If couples are allowed to create their own personally designed wedding ceremony, location, venue, officiant, etc., it would only result in those weddings
being viewed as irresponsible, demeaning, offensive, the condoning by establishment of an intentional disregard for the serious nature of the
undertaking. The message sent out would be that marriage doesn't really matter, it's not important. Numbers would then decline.

Whether or not one decides to get married is very dependent on social convention of the day. Far and away the majority of people who choose to get
married in todays world, I would say treat the subject seriously and want the ceremony to reflect the serious nature of the undertaking. If this situation
prevailed numbers would increase.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I am unaware of current costs etc. I am unable to comment.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Wedding locations and venues should be predetermined. A list from which couples can choose, including on the basis of cost. This list can include many 
types of buildings, venues and locations. Not just churches and in town registry offices. I was married in a registry office, the gardens surrounding the 
building were superb. Ceremony inside, luckily the weather allowed a gathering outside afterwards. Obviously, some venues will be more expensive,



especially if a comprehensive package is provided, i.e. food and entertainment, accommodation. The cost of getting married should be affordable by
those with little money at the time or those who believe that their personal occasion does not need to be confirmed by the spending of great sums of
money. The desire to be married is the overiding issue and it should be available to all. Simple or ostentatious

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Weddings have to be pre approved. No question. The Government has an obligation to ensure the number of officiants meets the demand. Whether
religious officiants or religious organisations wish to conduct non religious weddings at registry offices is a matter for them.

Weddings do create the opportunity for commercial enterprise, an increase in the number of celebrated weddings would promote this particular aspect.

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Other than a difference of political and ideological views, I am not aware of any commercial impact.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Local authorities will keenly look at any proposals which have the potential for increased revenue. A short term view must be avoided if the commercial
aspects are to the fore. If you want to earn good money and continue the earning of good money from weddings, you obviously need to promote them.
Unless of course, your plan is to create a climate in which the idea of marriage gradually fades away.

The ultimate question is, is there a long term future for marriage? A matter of opinion? Nevertheless a matter of opinion determined by social convention,
that convention manipulated by government view? And perhaps a government view which in reality does not reflect the majority. I consider marriage to
be a force for good in human society and that the current social approach to it is one of a decline that needs to be addressed. Plus, the obvious, a healthy
wedding economy benefits society at large, including of course, local authorities.

Aspects of your proposals, in my view, will not only damage the overall commercial and social benefits but society itself as well.

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Couples should be able to get married where they wish, providing that if the couple are UK citizens the ceremony overall meets and is consistent with all
UK legal requirements and conditions.

Weddings of non UK residents will have to comply with UK law and procedures etc.

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Weddings will not be allowed aboard ship so there will be no impact.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Ditto

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

See previous.
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Enter the name of your organisation:

 Baptist Church
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is a problem when couples wish to marry at a church outside of their registration district, which is also one in which they do not normally attend. This
occurs when a church congregation meets in a hall, but they want to use another church building for the ceremony.

Consultation Question 5:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The integrity of the system depends on people being in the country and presenting themselves before the registrar with their ID. Any compromise on this
opens the door to corruption.

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

14 days except in the case of serious illness.
It needs to be a significant length of time without being onerous.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

No, the importance of the couple presenting themselves in person before the registrar should not be compromised.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

In the armed forces, yes. Other circumstances, no.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

No

Please expand on your answer:

6 months I think

Consultation Question 11:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It does not matter except that the officiant should be registered for that district. An officiant could fall sick or be injured at short notice.

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

I think it is an antiquated system and all registrations should go through the registry office.

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is helpful for registration officers to be available to officiate at church weddings where a church building may not currently have an authorised person
to officiate.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This question seems not to be sensitive to the fact that some denominations are led by a heirarchy (headquarters) and some are associations of churches
in which each church is a charity in it's own right.

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Please share your views below:

There should be a sense of dignity and a broad recognition of the respectability of a non-religious organisation - maybe to be a registered charity as a
measure of their benefit to society.

Consultation Question 25:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Should be a registered charity to demonstrate their wider contribution to society.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

This is too vague to comment sensibly on. Sincerely held beliefs that may be contrary to popular culture (such as male leadership or opposition to
same-sex marriage) however undesirable to some, should not be used as a reason to prohibit the right to nominate officiants.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Yes, I would agree with this.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Fees for officiating should be capped in the same way as MOT test fees are etc.

Consultation Question 34:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It may be the case that a retired Minister/Clergy may wish to act as an independent officiant and, from time to time, be appointed an interim Minister of a
church.



Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

There should be outlines of commitments which should be followed, even if around that the parties add their own wording.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



A prayer or a bible reading.

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage has a wider public significance and the symbolism of 'doors open' makes that plain. It is not simply a private affair.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not anywhere, but in a wider range of places without cumbersome mechanisms of registration.

outdoors,

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Public access for the wedding ceremony should always be permitted.

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

No

Please expand on your answer:

Many church congregations meet in halls or hotels - it is important for them to have a wedding ceremony in their normal place of worship.

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It should be up to the local registrar

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Parties may or may not wish to include parents.

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There should be witnesses

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

No

Please expand on your answer:

6 months

Consultation Question 66:

No

Please expand on your answer:

6 months

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Excludes the opportunity for witnesses

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(1) the same fee as other cases in which the registration officer must travel to the person giving notice, set nationally on a cost-recovery basis; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

N/A

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::
GB

What is your email address?

Email:
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I was married in the church of my baptism and confirmation. We were married according to the Book of Common Prayer with family and friends to
witness our lifelong commitment.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

N/A



Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

N/A

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

N/A

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

This would seem to be eminently sensible.

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

My view would be that there should be a proper form of words to underpin the serious nature of the commitment being undertaken. There MUST be
prescribed words. Marriage should be a joyful yet solemn occasion. Words do matter

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I am concerned that there could be opportunity for frivolous scenarios which would undermine the seriousness of the marriage commitment.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is a historic safeguard which should be maintained. We still have examples of forced marriage in our society.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No



Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Marriage is a solemn undertaking and a very special day in the life of a couple. It should not be treated as an excuse for" A day out"in a leisure venue. I
would be concerned about the appropriateness of these locations.

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

No

Please expand on your answer:

What does sfae and dignified mean? There need to be more rigorous safeguards.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

I do not believe the current law acts as a deterrent for couples to marry.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YU7G-H

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-02 20:26:05

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This would ensure the legality and propriety of the marriage ceremony and of the marriage itself.

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

By no means every church has an authorized person who is able to carry out the legal requirements of a marriage service, and a registrar needs to be
present, otherwise the couple to be married must undergo a civil marriage service in addition to the religious one of their choice. As a lay preacher, I
myself have conducted a marriage service in a Baptist church with a registrar present to ensure the legal requirements were satisfied.

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

This proposal raises the question: who decides what is 'contrary to public policy or morality'? Activities or attitudes that are clearly in breach of or
contempt for the law may be clear, but matters of morality are not necessarily so clear. Many Christians (and members of other faiths) hold views based
on the scriptures that are not shared by other members of society, and indeed some Christians have been persecuted or harrassed because of their
biblically-held beliefs.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 28:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This would seem reasonable on the whole.

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Independent officiants or celebrants can conduct weddings in a variety of forms and situations (some very unorthodox and even bizarre) that are not
legally binding and, in my opinion, devalues the meaning of marriage. It is my feeling that marriage ceremonies should only be conducted in a legal and
appropriate way. This does not exclude humour and informality.

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage involves, or should do, a sincere commitment by each of the couple to the other, and this must be recognized by a clear, spoken promise of
each to the other. The currently required 'prescribed words', including the declaration of any possible impediments, should be retained. (In the case of a
speech disorder preventing an oral declaration, provision my be made for sign language plus an interpreter or other suitable arrangement.) Other
elements of the wedding may take whatever form is deemed acceptable and suitable for the occasion.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The wording and potential application of this is too vague. It would allow for all manner of flippant, unorthodox and/or weird ceremonies. A marriage
ceremony should reflect the solemn nature of the contract and commitment involved (which does not mean that the whole event has to be conducted in
a solemn way - it can and should be a joyful occasion.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The open doors policy is vital for ensuring that the couple are married in an appropriate legal and moral way, e.g. that it is not a forced marriage, or
bigamous or incestuous. However secluded the couple wish their wedding to be, there must as least be the opportunity for public access, with possible
objection or conversely commendation.

Chapter 7: Location



Consultation Question 48:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I agree with reservations. The proposal is that locations should be 'dignified and safe'. How would this be regulated, not only with regard to safety, but
especially in the matter of dignity? A setting that trivializes the nature of marriage must be avoided, and there should be some mechanism of reasonable
control.

Please share your views below:

Provided safety and dignity are upheld, and with the provision for public access (which may limit some of the above), most of these would seem
acceptable.

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Other

Other

Other

Please expand on your answer:

It would seem inappropriate for a couple to want a religious wedding to take place in a non-religious venue, unless for some reason there is not a suitable
religious venue available, in which case for example the couple could perhaps be married in an appropriate room in a hotel, village hall, etc. conducted by
a minister of religion and with a religious service (hymns, prayers, address etc.). Likewise I cannot see why anyone wanting a non-religious wedding would
choose a religious venue, except perhaps in a church hall or similar, in accordance with the legal requirements of the ceremony.
In either case, I do not feel strongly enough that the law should actually prohibit such 'cross-cultural' arrangements, so long as all parties are agreed and
satisfied, and no laws or bylaws are infringed.

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

See previous answer

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUDC-T

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-02 20:27:14

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

I have an interest in protecting the dignity of marriage. I do not represent any organisation

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

N/A

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

N/A

Consultation Question 3:



Please share your views below:

N/A

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

At least a month

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Interviews should always be in person with both parties attending. There have been sham marriages in this area in the past in attempting to gain
citizenship or residency which puts these marriages as totally against the interest of the state.
It is very important that couples are aware of the duties and responsibilities to each other in this life changing decision. The motivation for marriage
needs to be independently for want of a better word "vetted"

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Each case needs to be treated on its merits to examine the motivation for marriage.

Consultation Question 9:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There is nothing wrong with the present system." If it isn't broke why fix it"

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Only if the officiant is fully qualified to adopt the role

Consultation Question 13:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is not a private matter, banns should be published in a suitable way so that there is an opportunity for any interested party to register legitimate
objection to the proposed marriage.

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

See above. The wider the information the better to avoid sham or bigamous marriages.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

The church has the right to make reasonable oral and if need written evidence that parties are free to marry

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes this would be in everyone's interest

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Yes. The dignity of marriage as a stable fundamental bedrock of society needs to be upheld.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

See answer 26. Marriage is a serious commitment and the officiant needs to be fully qualified to advise prior to the marriage and be fully aware of the
importance of the role they play in helping the couple to begin their married life.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I would not welcome this concept as it could easily be abused.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As stated above all officiants should be qualified members of an organisation that is vetted. Any deviation from such a gold standard cheapens the role.

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I do not think that should arise at any time if a sensible fee exists fully taxable to the nominated officiant within the umbrella religious or secular
organisation. It is vital that there exists an agreed code of conduct that has the joint approval of the organisation and the Government.

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



I do not agree with the concept of independent officiants there needs to be a very clear expectation that the dignity on marriage is upheld and that all
formulae used has the express boundaries of the organisation that they belong to.

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Absolutely vital.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Most important

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This oversight has to be ongoing by the organisation.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Unlikely but there needs always to be a final decision resting with the body who authorises the the officiant's ability to conduct a correct service.

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As stated above I am not in favour of broadening the pool of Officiants by having those not answerable to their Governing Body.

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Provided that there is a sensible monitoring of a person's ability to conduct a proper service.

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I agree with 1a but not with b parties need to state publicly that there is no impediment to the marriage

I find this very confusing it would on the face of it be possible to be married without going through a public ceremony

As stated before why change the public vows . In signing the register the couple are giving their consent to the statements they have stated in front of
family and friends



Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is not for the parties to give the format it is for the parties to agree to be married within the system laid down. The Officiant has the flexibility to
personalise it not the other way round.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Two elements must be fundamental to any marriage 1. The parties must be free to marry each other and give their consent in a public forum. 2. There
needs to be a form of words agreed in conjunction with the General Register Office that satisfies the Group whose Officiant has been authorised to
conduct the service, this will include a declaration that both parties give their assent without any coercion or interference by any outside body or
individual.

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is where it may be possible to tweak the format having had the discussion with the Officiant

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As stated above why change a format within religious groups that works. The Registration of the marriage should continue to take place in the church,
mosque, or other religious venue with the Registrar in attendance to witness the free consent of the newly married couple.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This goes against a fundamental principle of marriage it is not just a private affair. The State is recognising that two people are committing themselves to
a contract that has implications for themselves and the wellbeing of the State. Research has shown that children born in wedlock have a greater degree of
security. The State should not dilute its support for married couples by making it a "Private affair only"

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Definitely not. There is as the saying goes "a time and a place for everything".
Marriage is a serious commitment. There needs to be a backdrop appropriate to the dignity and majesty of the commitment about to be entered into
that reflects that serious decision. To trivialise the setting does nothing for the dignity of the contract being entered freely by both parties.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See above answers . Marriage by its mature has to be a public act

Consultation Question 50:



Yes

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Bearing in mind previous answers the location should be in a public arena Town Hall Church , Synagogue, Mosque or other venue within the confines of
the parameters that the Officiant represents

Consultation Question 52:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This would undermine all my previous observations. The venue will assist the solemnity and dignity of the Marriage service. The Officiant needs to work
within the structure that they represent.

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is for the General Registrar's Office to indicate where a wedding can take place that conforms to the observations made above

Please share your views below:

See Above

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Exceptional circumstances may well preclude having a proper setting for a marriage to take place. The law as it stands allows for a marriage to take place
by a bedside providing the fundamentals are there i.e. both parties are freely giving their consent it is officially recognised by an authorised officiant and
has at least one other witness.

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It is important to establish that consent is free from any undue pressure

Consultation Question 64:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I don't see the logic in this departure from a system that works

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

No



Please expand on your answer:

This seems to undermine the dignity and the solemnity of marriage, reducing the contract to a paper exercise.

No

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The current system is fine why change it. Exceptions will always exist, yet each must be viewed as a one off based on the particular circumstances.

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See above

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See above

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As outlined above this would only happen in exceptional situations.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

I am not aware of a groundswell (no pun intended) for couples who wish to get married at sea.

Consultation Question 74:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

As stated above there is no reason for marriage ceremonies on the high seas as a norm.

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Each case needs to be examined on its merits and the standard fee should be the starting point and discretion needs to be brought into play if there is a
potential financial difficulty.

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I note that there has been no definition of dignified in any of the above questions hence my desire to ensure that weddings do not take place in Fast Food
Outlets or equivalent
venues that a couple may think would be a "laugh". The choice of a venue should be enhancing the dignity of marriage. It is important that there is a
standard setting that reflects that word dignified.

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There may well be need to exercise discretion if there is genuine financial hardship.

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:



Please share your views below:

Several factors have undermined marriage over the past twenty years. The government introduced Civil Partnerships giving the same benefits in law. We
now live in a society where cohabitation is no longer frowned on, and finally there is the lack of positive emphasis through the tax system rewarding
couples for viewing marriage as a gold standard.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:





Consultation Question 4:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:



Yes I think clergy should be required to meet with each of the couple separately, before banns are published.
This would be beneficial to all parties, enabling a good relationship between a couple and clergy and helping clergy to get to know the couple prior to the
wedding ceremony.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes I believe both of the couple should be required to attend and make separate declarations that there is no impediment to their marriage in order for a
common licence to be granted to authorise an Anglican wedding.
This provides for transparency and honesty.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, they should be responsible for ensuring that the persons they nominate as officiants are "fit and proper" persons.
By this definition, one would assume that the officiant, for example, would be supportive of and endorse the holy ordinance of marriage and the
solemnity and dignity of the wedding ceremony.

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It should not be possible for someone to get married without being present at the ceremony.
It will not do, and it is totally inadequate simply to sign the marriage schedule. This does not constitute a marriage.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There should be a set form which includes the ceremony of all weddings.
It should not be left to the choice of the parties.
By this I mean that there should always be a set form of words which highlight and emphasize the seriousness and solemnity of the wedding ceremony,
and therefore also marriage, as a commitment for life.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is not just a private matter, it is a declaration that should be open to the public to witness and indeed to share in, both with the couples
happiness and to express their support of this 'undertaking'.
Removing this requirement would give the impression that marriage is only a private matter, but it does have huge public significance, and this should be
retained.

Chapter 7: Location



Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The type of venue is extremely important. If they are permitted to take place 'anywhere', the result would be to trivialise marriage.
The venue should be compatible with the seriousness and dignity of a wedding ceremony and should enhance the spiritual aspect of the marriage
undertaking and enforce it as an act of commitment of the couple to each other.

Please share your views below:

Yes, the law should limit weddings in particular venues for the reasons stated above.

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There is a lack of clarity of the definition of 'dignified'.
Presumably it would mean that any location would lend itself to providing a suitable atmosphere for a wedding ceremony to take place, e.g. it would need
to be a peaceful and quiet place so that the guests could hear the promises that the couple make to each other, including obviously the words addressed
to them by the officiant.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

married in a Methodist church

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

not applicable

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

not applicable

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

not applicable

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:



not applicable

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

not applicable

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

if registrar suspects any problems, there is time to resolve them before the marriage

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

some people may have work that takes them away from home during weekday office hours eg lorry drivers so alternative methods of giving notice might
be helpful.

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

have standard procedure for everyone to prevent allegation of discrimination, bias etc.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

this would be OK as it would probably refer to a tiny number of people.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

it is possible that the officiant might be ill on the appointed day, so another would have to step in.

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

see above



Please share your views below:

no views

Consultation Question 13:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

as each of the 4 countries do have slightly different rules or procedures, it might be prudent to say that banns should be read in the relevant country
only.

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

banns should be published in the relevant parish to each participant in the marriage

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

yes. the clergy should check birth certificate for proof of age and divorce papers if applicable.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

yes, there should be separate declarations to ensure that the proposed marriage is not forced and that the participants have sufficient understanding of
English to know what the marriage involves.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

weddings not being held in Anglican churches should have civil preliminaries

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

if there is any doubt about the wedding not being held properly, the registrar should be able to attend either as an observer or to conduct the legal part
of the ceremony

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

provided that the clerk in Holy orders has not committed a crime sufficiently serious to cause loss of confidence by the local authority

Consultation Question 23:

No

Please expand on your answer:

the person should be registered to conduct wedding ceremonies

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

if the organisation is not a mainstream religious body then the bride and groom should have a civil ceremony to legitimised their marriage

Please share your views below:

no. it should be a religious organisation or a civil ceremony

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

this could lead to the emergence of little "cults" and devalue the marriage ceremony

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

agree

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

yes

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

there needs to be an up to date official list

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

if there has been an appropriate training course to ensure consistent standards for all officiants and monitoring to ensure those standards are
maintained

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

people with a criminal record should be debarred from being an officiant

Consultation Question 31:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

there should be a standard charge reviewable every 5 years

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

there should be a standard charge irrespective of the organisation, size of the church, number of guests etc

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

loyalty to only one organisation or to be independent.

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

No

Please expand on your answer:

needs a neutral person or organisation so that the bride and groom or others have a point of reference if a complaint is needed

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

No

Please expand on your answer:

officiants should have to re-register their request to be an officiant every 5 years and to be asked to retire at the age of 80

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



How would you decide who had engaged in continuing professional development. Would there be a test or appraisal?

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

No

Please expand on your answer:

keep it strictly religious or civil for sake of clarity

Please share your views below:

see above

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

see above

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

this could reduce the dignity and solemnity of the occasion if nudist ceremonies on a beach were allowed.

Please share your views below:

outdoors in semi-public places eg gardens belonging to stately homes where the public could have access
not on water, in the air or in private homes where there was no public access

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

there are legal aspects to marriage and there needs to be no doubt that it has taken place properly

Consultation Question 50:



Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

for clarity keep civil ceremonies to non-religious locations and religious ceremonies to religious locations

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

the location should be registered and kept on a list open to anyone

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

if the building is registered there should be no problem. However there might be a few situations where the location has become unsuitable due to a fire
or other damage.

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

local authority
location should have checklist of required aspects

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

provided all the parties can understand the language in which it is done

Consultation Question 56:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



No

Please expand on your answer:

all procedures should be done properly
if there is an omission or correction needed there should be a maximum time of 2 weeks to do this with the agreement of all the parties

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

if you do not have a valid marriage certificate you are not married.

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

not sure about this so prefer not to answer

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

under these special and unusual circumstances as much of the normal procedures as possible should be done. However if the doctor, prison governor or
other responsible person feels that the bride or groom are being coerced in any way, that fact should be notified to the appropriate authority and the
wedding postponed.

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I don't know

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

difficult to predict terminal illness with guaranteed certainty so some flexibility needed

Consultation Question 66:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

agree with (1)
do not agree with (2) (3) and (4) using remote means.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

the term emergency needs to be defined where weddings are concerned....should it be national or local emergency. should it be a natural disaster eg
volcanic eruption
should it be a health emergency eg coronavirus or should it be an emergency associated with civil unrest or enemy action.

No

Please expand on your answer:

the emergency provisions should apply to people at risk of death and serious illness and unlikely to recover.

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

weddings should take place on land

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

could be difficult to establish under whose rules the wedding was taking place, the status of the location and officiant.

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

no

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

weddings should take place on land

Consultation Question 72:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

see above

Other

Please expand on your answer:



see above

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

being cynical I wonder if there was a demand for a wedding at sea , it was governed by saving the cost of hiring a location and officiant as this might be a
facility of the cruise package!

Consultation Question 74:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

no wedding at sea

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

charge for travel expenses and rate for the task

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(2) there should be no fee.



Please expand on your answer:

the number of occasions to which this would apply would probably be small and it would be a compassionate act to waive the fee

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

I have no way of knowing the answer to (1) or (2).
I suspect that couples do not get married because they perceive it to be expensive and there are too many women's magazine articles quoting a 5-figure
price for an "average" wedding. if some one chooses a posh hotel, posh clothes and jewellery then there will be a high cost.
Society does not stigmatise couples living together or babies born to unmarried mothers. Therefore possibly some couples meet, move in together
without thinking about the best way to conduct their relationship. It is only when things go wrong...eg boy leaves the girl with baby and she is struggling
financially, socially and practically , does she realise the problems of living together without the formal protection of marriage.
Schools should teach the pros and cons of different types of relationship from the boy's and the girl's aspect. This might be considered authoritarian but,
as an outsider, I view the plight of current youngsters with sadness......there will be large numbers of single mothers, rootless fathers and lonely old
people living in single person households without a family for support.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

the cheapest way to marry is a civil ceremony on a weekday. After that, the sky could be the limit! It is the couple's choice, just as tourist accommodation
is the customer's choice.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

see above

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

don't know

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

don't know

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

don't know

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

it might be helpful for places of worship, registry offices etc to publish on their website the list of prices for weddings and ancillary services so that
couples have an awareness of costs before they get thinking about the date and nature of their wedding.
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

 Celebrant

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

I have had cancellations due to the pandemic, firstly from the venue being closed altogther, the amount of people allowed to attend, not being able to
travel into a different tier/area.



Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This offers better flexibility for the choice of venue/area.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is less restrictive to the couple, more achievable.

Consultation Question 6:

three days;

Please expand on your answer:

Flexible

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

In theory this sounds good but yes any doubts must be checked out.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Would save from cancelling the service

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

I think to simplify things all read and procedures the same, stating where the ceremony is to take place.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I think this would offer more choice.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Standards are vital

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 49:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:





Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Until recently (prior to moving away) I was the responsible person for registering weddings at the Branch of the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-Day Saints. This is a responsible role, and not all units of our church may have someone willing and able to do it. Where a responsible person has
not been appointed, a registration officer attends and does the registration - this may be the case in other small religious congregations too. If the ability
of the registration officer were removed, parties wishing to marry in these congregations would not be able to do so.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Some guidance as to what dignity and solemnity involve is needed.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

The proposals "muddy" the requirement to express consent in the presence of others.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This allows for an" anything goes" approach. Marriage is a solemn commitment that should be undertaken seriously. We already see that in some
people's eyes a wedding is an "event" to be sensationalised and made to stand out from the crowd, to be shared on Instagram, etc. These proposals
make that trend more likely. The focus becomes more the "event" and less the lifetime commitment a marriage should be.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This proposal is one to which I have given much thought. The law as it stands has particular importance to members of my church, the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-Day Saints. This is because we believe that marriage is for eternity, and is brought about by a ceremony known as a sealing, held in one of 
our temples (there are two in the UK, in Surrey and Lancashire). In some countries this ceremony is the only form of marriage needed because the "open 
door" law does not exist. Here we have to have a standard ceremony akin to that of the Anglican Church (although we do not include the words "until 
death do us part") and the sealing follows, often on the same day where proximity to a temple allows. 
It would follow that I would approve the open door law being repealed, but in fact I think that it should remain because forced or otherwise improper



marriages are still a possibility.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As i expressed earlier, I feel that this move would encourage the trend whereby the wedding is seen as an event, and not a dignified and solemn
beginning to life together.

outdoors,, on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

All of the above, the first three because of the "event" taking precedence over the commitment of marriage, and the last because of the "open door"
element.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes to numbers 1 and 3 provided that the mistakes are rectified as soon as possible. No in the case of witnesses as they are an integral part of the
ceremony and may be called upon to verify that the ceremony took place.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Allowing weddings in the areas listed is simply another example of the wedding becoming an "event" lacking in the necessary dignity.

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees



Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Personal response

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

I am legally married

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

None

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:



Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There should be clarity as to the meaning of 'dignity and solemnity'

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:



No

Please expand on your answer:

The proposal that the people getting married do not need to be at the ceremony is totally unacceptable. Surely just signing a document is totally
inadequate and demeans the solemnity of the occasion.

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Currently wedding licences are granted to specific buildings. We are concerned that ceremonies will take place in some inappropriate locations if there
are inadequate safeguards in place to ensure the locations are safe and dignified.
Finally to endorse the idea that a marriage ceremony can take place anywhere will result in inappropriate places being used which again will diminish the
Seriousness and Solemnity of the occasion.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

To bar the public could lead to forced marriages which the open door policy was brought in to protect against.

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There is already a lack of clarity in how venues would be deemed to be dignified and safe therefore significant safeguards need to be enforced.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Many churches rely on civil registrars to register weddings, as they do not have their own designated person. My church, for example, has no registrar in
the congregation, and there has not been a marriage there for years. However, should I wish to get married, I would want to get married in my own
church, and having a civil registrar would allow for this to happen legally. Other churches would also struggle, being small, or having few weddings, and so
being unaware of the requirements.

Should a registrar be needed but not allowed into church weddings, couples would need two ceremonies, both a religious and civil ceremony. And
churches would be in danger of falling foul of the law, being required to take responsibility for unfamiliar legalities.

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

"Contrary to public policy or morality" is too subjective an assessment. Those with entirely legal views which are unpopular would be excluded from
nominating officiants.
Instead there should be objective criteria, such as promoting illegal actions like terrorism or those actions that would the undermine the rule of law.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Currently officiants are either highly trained or are religious representatives likely to have a very strong view on marriage. However, allowing independent
officiants would mean those without that high view of marriage could be appointed.

Celebrants have conducted non-legally binding marriages underwater, at a comic book convention and at a ruined leper hospital. Allowing independent
officiants means these types of ceremonies could be legally binding and would seriously undermine the dignity of marriage. Further, it could mean that
an official could lead a pseudo-religious ceremony, misrepresenting the religion's views on marriage, such as that of same-sex marriage.

Creating a market for independent officiants could open the door to make weddings a commercial concern. Those willing to be more flexible would likely
profit the most, increasing the costs of wedding venues, rather than decreasing them.

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The prescribed words are a foundation for the declarations required for marriage. Removing them means that the ceremony could be meaningless, and
legal marriage would be nothing more than a certificate from the government. The prescribed words help to remind people the seriousness of the
commitment they are making; removing the words makes it much easier to treat the ceremony casually.

These words are only a small part of the ceremony; rules for the rest of it are flexible. Surely any genuine wedding would be able to include these few
words?

Finally removing these few words would send out a message that marriage is entirely private matter.

Consultation Question 43:



No

Please expand on your answer:

It is far, far more important that a legal wedding ceremony should reflect the seriousness of the commitment the couple are making, rather than
personalising it to the couple. Surely the reception gives the couple the chance to do this already? There is also the option to have a personalised
non-legal ceremony.

Fully tailored wedding ceremonies would encourage commercialisation of marriage. Those who would be the most flexible would profit most,
encouraging people to push the boundaries.

Finally, if people can entirely customise their wedding, there is the potential to blend together different aspects from various faiths in a way that is highly
inappropriate and would offend men and women from those faiths.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The "open doors" requirement is a valuable part of the ceremony, showing that marriage is not a private act, but rather is important to society as a whole.
After all, those who marry then take their place in the local community as a married couple. Marriage is not solely of interest to the couple.

Keeping weddings open to any member of the public, rather than solely those invited is a way of protecting against bigamy and forced marriages.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This could be of benefit to those churches that do not own their own premises but hire out other venues or worship in shared facilities, such as
community centres or schools.

But there is a serious issue here. What, if any, safeguards will there be to prevent unsuitable venues being used? The consultation states that venues
would need to be "dignified" and "safe", but there is no precision on what this means or how it will be tested. Venues must not detract from the solemn
occasion or serious commitment of the marriage. For example, you have said that there is no objection to weddings "in the air", but how is that dignified
or safe?

As I have mentioned in a previous response, unofficial weddings have been held underwater, in a dungeon, at a comic book convention and in a ruined
leper hospital. Settings such as these trivialise marriage and take away from the solemnity of the event. The law must not allow venues such as these to
host legally binding ceremonies.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:





due to the pandemic.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Why this proposal? It is important that marriage is decided on thoughtfully and that proper safeguards remain to ensure that marriages are genuine and
not primarily to improve chances of acquiring uk visas or citizenship. But I can see the case for a couple to be staying in a different part of the country, for
example, than the place where they would like to marry.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Could be 7 days or longer - so eg if people are living in one part of the country but, say, want to marry where they grew up, they could arrange interviews
months in advance at a date when they are in the area anyway. Or do remote interviews earlier in the process then any final in person check in during the
week before.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

I'd be cautious about remote, except during the pandemic, as then if in person is required it raises suspicion. People should be encouraged to marry on
'home turf' for them, so in person should normally be possible - as long as flexibility to schedule for weeks or months ahead.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

This seems sensible.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I think this probably sounds sensible.

Consultation Question 10:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Don't know what the schedule is. Would be helpful if online consultations contained links, pop up box options or summaries to explain the context for
proposals!

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Providing officiants are already vetted and meet criteria for officiating at weddings. Eg a council registrar or clergy should be able to sub for another.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not sighted on rationale for this change? Could relevant churches agree what is most appropriate here?

Consultation Question 14:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Does this require modernising for any other circs?

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

No. I think it is good practice for them to be published where people are regularly worshipping, or living if they are not regular worshippers, as well. This
helps build connection with relevant churches for them and allows people who may know them to be informed of wedding plans. Otherwise people could
decide to marry anywhere to try to keep their marriage under the radar.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

I'm not sure of current requirements. I wouldn't want clergy tied down in unmanageable admin, but think the important principle is that they know the
people they are marrying well enough. So maybe meeting the couple jointly is fine if already known to the clergy, or possibly if both already British
citizens etc. But separately if one is not already a British citizen.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Strong view that we retain the ability for people to marry in churches and Anglican clergy can do that legally - only where they are happy to do so - they
shouldn't be required to officiate marriages that they cannot approve of or have concerns about.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Anglican clergy should be able to continue to undertake this role if they wish to.

Consultation Question 20:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Don't understand question. Agree that council registrars shouldn't officiate in churches.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Yes assuming this is the sane as current provisions?

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes but only for marriages they wish/agree to officiate. They shouldn't be open to charges of discrimination if they point a couple towards the state
system instead.

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Sounds rather broad, and open to silly as well as serious worldviews. Might be better to continue to allow different worldviews to influence the ceremony,
but have a local government official present to meet the legal requirements?

Please share your views below:

Probably prefer a list of recognised organisations, rather than allowing any except those on a not recognised list. Then an organisation has to apply and
meet certain criteria to qualify.

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

20 is small! Shouldn't they meet a defined belief about marriage, rather than any belief about marriage held sincerely. To ensure that marriage remains
just 2 people, with the intention of a lifelong sexual union, in sickness, health, for richer or poorer etc.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

No - not without defining public policy or morality on historic lines. Eg churches should not in future be barred if they will only recognise heterosexual, 2
person marriages, even if the popular public view at the time is for homosexual or multi-person mariages.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

No strong view providing the process is rigorous. Should be possible to make either straightforward administratively, with safeguards in place to ensure
it's not too easy to get nominated, eg to officiate for your mate.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Providing, for clergy, this is no.kore controversial or burdensome than current system.

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

What's an independent officiant? Am concerned marriage loses meaning and solemnity if anyone can apply so they can marry their own family or friends
on their own beliefs or terms.



Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes to (1) and (2). Defer to church responses on (3) and how it works well for eg clergy in practice.

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Unclear how you would then safeguard against people making a business of it per previous question?

Consultation Question 34:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Unclear about rationale?

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Will need some guidelines on what this means.

Consultation Question 36:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes for non church weddings. Church should retain current abilities to guide.

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I am not convinced that there should be independent officiants. But if they are, then yes they would need proper supervision and monitoring. Is the
general register office really resourced to do this properly, or should it fall to recognised rep bodies eg for hotels, with spot checks by the general registry
office?



Consultation Question 40:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Periodic renewal of registration may allow for checks that the officiant is still frequently practising, up to date on CPD, and check evidence that services
conducted have met the requirements?

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This appears to fall short of marriage. I would like the requirement to publically and verbally declare no impediment during the ceremony (so in front of
all the witnesses to the marriage, not just in writing or with only the officiant), and a requirement to declare verbally and publically an understanding that
they are committing to lifelong fidelity in marriage (until parted by death, exclusively faithful to spouse). Without this it would be possible for people to
enter marriage with their own definition of marriage.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I agree that the parties should have some options and ability to design their ceremony in agreement with the officiant, but not total freedom to design
their own. It should still contain core material and promises to ensure that marriage retains clear definition, including exclusive lifelong faithfulness to
that one spouse.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I don't see the need for this. Eg if a church didn't want to take on the responsibilities of legal officiation, there should be an option for civil ceremony to
make a marriage legal, but then for a ceremony at the church.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I think this is a good historic feature, as marriages are part of the fabric of society, so interested parties may join the witnesses of this public commitment.
I don't believe this is often abused in our culture?

Chapter 7: Location



Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It might be difficult the, in practice, for the service to be joined by members of the public (per previous question), and there would be a risk that people
focus more on creating a 'unique' or spectacular experience rather than focusing on the vows they are making.

in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

Per above - risk of weddings become private events, and ficusing on the wrong things. Licensing venues allows wide choice of where to marry, while
helping preserve the seriousness of the commitment being entered into by checking how the ceremony would run in any particular venue.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Per previous answers, think weddings should remain public, not private.

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Think venues should remain subject to licensing, separayely from who can officiate. Helps provide a dual key to weddings remaining sufficiently serious
and regulated.

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes if officiants are allowed to approve venues. If, per my preference, venues must be licensed separately, then it should be the venue owner/licensee's
responsibility.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes if officiants have the responsibility. But I'd prefer continued licensing of venues.

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

The venue applies to be licensed, is subject to checks as part of licensing process and periodic renewals, then is on pre-approved list. Officiant can then
agree or not to perform a wedding at that venue, and venue can approve or not any particular officiants.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:



Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes to (1) and (2). Question whether (3) needs modernizing, but certain requirements should remain to ensure the wedding records can be identified so
publically known who is married to whom.

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, but 4 should be stronger, ie if a religious body has not opted in to same sex marriages, then any same sex marriage performed by their officiant or in
their venue should be void, regardless of whether the partirs were aware of the position. They should be informed, reimbursed, and then of course have
the option of a civil ceremony.

No

Please expand on your answer:

I think witnesses should remain a requirement to make a marriage legal. There should be sensible procedures for innocent mistakes in
documents/signing/registering following some checks to ensure they were innocent mistakes, but safeguards to ensure these are not abused to validate
marriages that flouted the rules.

Consultation Question 58:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Should be stronger - marriage not legal if officiant not authorised, insufficient public notice given or same sex marriage not recognised by religious body,
regardless of parties' knowledge. In that case, inform them, body reimburses fees, they have option of civil/another ceremony to rectify. Plus, should be
invalid if one party has made a false declaration, eg about their not already being married.

Consultation Question 59:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If the validity of a marriage has to be checked or tested after a ceremony, then living as married should still be considered as one factor. Ie exceptional
and explainable reasons for not yet cohabiting might be accepted (eg visa complications, requirements for military service), but not acceptable for
marriage to be a paper formality only (eg for tax or status reasons) with no real human, sexual relationship behind it.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Agree alignment with general population

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Agree alignment with general population

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Yes to (1), but no to remote provisions by secondary legislation - should require change to primary legislation. This could be a slippery slope to making
marriage too easy an administrative process and be abused.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Concerned about risk of abuse. If someone is serious about marriage (rather than eg financial advantages), they should be married already. If they meet
the person they want to marry but there is already a risk of death, normal processes are ok and evidence should be checked.

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No objection on principle to weddings on a boat, provided that doesn't make it private, ie 'open doors' for public to board boat before it sets off, to
prevent it being used to make a wedding a private rather than public/societal event.

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:



Please share your views below:

No. Unnecessary and risk they are not societal/public events.

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No reason to not also give name of registered officiant, per any other wedding.

Consultation Question 72:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Should still be a named officiant so they can meet and guide the couple personally in advance, and checked if any concerns. Otherwise becimes
impersonal.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Should be able to return electronically in normal time limits.

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not clear how a national fixed basis can ensure cost recovery for officiant? Officiant should not be obliged to marry a couple if they can't
conveniently/affordably meet them.

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

1) I don't see a real difference between terminal illness and other illness causing housebound.

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is important for keeping marriage available to all, affordable, convenient and simple - especially for those who value marriage itself highly so may
want to legally marry without an elaborate celebration.

Consultation Question 78:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Neither - should follow normal cost framework. Officiants should perhaps be allowed to offer reduced fees.

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

(3) seems reasonable and affordable currently - normally a fraction of what people spend on their wedding, and faith communities would often help
members financially if they want to be married but are too poor to afford the fees.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

28 days would make more sense - most weddings are planned much further ahead but even rapid weddings would take no harm from a longer (but not
ridiculously long) period for reflection.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

In the churches of both parties as well as that of the wedding, if different, would make sense.

Consultation Question 16:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

The time may come when it makes sense to move to wholly separate the civil and religious elements of marriages, but this is still a country built on
Christian beliefs and the Church of England plays an important role in ceremonies that are important to a much wider part of the population than those
who would regularly attend services; weddings and funerals are particularly important.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes to 1. (assuming there is adequate oversight from the relevant religious organisation) but no to 2: if people want a non-religious wedding they should
have a civil ceremony.

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Non-religious ceremonies should be confined to civil ceremonies otherwise where will this end? How do you draw the line between humanists, activists
for various causes, hobbyists etc?

Please share your views below:

Yes - all of them that do not involve belief in a deity or deities.
eg.
humanism
political beliefs - communism, fascism etc
cults - eg. scientology
ideologies - eg. environmentalists
hobby or interest groups eg. ramblers, sports groups

Consultation Question 25:



No

Please expand on your answer:

I think you need larger organisations (100 minimum) in order to ensure proper oversight - people who can ensure that all licensed officiants within that
organisation understand their responsibilities, are kept up to date with changes, and can consider reports or complaints about these officiants if
necessary.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

No, because you would potentially exclude most religious organisations at the current rate of progress - for example, those that do not endorse
single-sex marriage or the belief that individuals can change sex.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I don't think there should BE independent officiants, but if there are they should be limited to a set rate charge as per the Church of England practice.

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, and further be more specific that this includes responsibility to ensure that the marriage ceremony reflects a suitable degree of dignity and
solemnity, and to define what is meant by this, eg. set legal wording, set forms of premises - elements to ensure it is recognised as a legally binding event
and not just an informal party (though celebrations will follow).



Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage ceremonies, whether religious or civil, should contain a legally required and consistent set of core actions and words, notably the verbal public
assertion that they are both willing to marry (though this should also be ascertained beforehand), both free to marry, and will both adhere to a set list of
commitments as part of being married.

This would not preclude plenty of individual personalisation of ceremonies - music, prayers or reflections, readings etc - but to omit it would risk
undermining the core / shared basis of marriage, being a legally, socially and (for religious ceremonies) religiously recognised state. For those who chose
to marry - and there is these days no obligation to do so - this is a serious commitment, not to be taken lightly, and not to be undermined by individual
interpretation.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is an entirely optional but serious commitment, recognised in law and throughout society. Therefore it is still appropriate that wedding
ceremonies - as opposed to celebrations - should be restricted to specific approved venues and formats, in order to give due recognition to this public
adherence to a recognised change in status.

Couples have all the scope in the world to chose how they may additionally chose to celebrate a marriage eg. parties, receptions etc. But if they just want
a party, that's not the same thing as a wedding and there should be no inappropriate conflation between the two, as it could dangerously undermine
recognition of the serious basis of marriage - not something to be taken lightly.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 45:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, if the capacity to marry in a religious and legally recognised ceremony remains restricted to only major religions.

Otherwise no.

Who would define the difference?

Please share your views below:

Maybe songs or hymns

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a public act and declaration, not a personal/private matter, so it is important to keep this in place. The public declaration of commitment is an
essential element of the religious and social aspects of marriage - it is not solely about the couple themselves.
It is also important to keep it public to help protect against coercion or fraud.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Absolutely not, I couldn't agree less! Weddings are serious affairs, signifying lifelong, public commitment to each other and promises to adhere to a set of
specific actions, with major legal (and social) ramifications. Therefore only venues that recognise the due solemnity and important are appropriate, as well
as maintaining public access requirements.

Please share your views below:

No. It is a nice idea to have a wedding at home, or in the garden, but it is inappropriate because: a) it risks undermining the serious and legally binding
commitments of marriage; b) it suggests that marriage is a private and personal as opposed to also public issue; and c) it also would make it much easier
for some marriages to take place in camera away from public scrutiny, with potential safeguarding issues as well as undermining the public aspects of
marriage.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As above, this would suggest (falsely) that marriage is a private and personal matter as opposed to also a legal and public change in status and it would
preclude public scrutiny.

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:



No

Please expand on your answer:

These should be agreed based on legally approved venues only to provide sufficient oversight and to ensure that appropriate solemnity is maintained.
This would be a free for all, effectively an abnegation of responsibility to maintain the serious and historic legal, social and public implications of marriage.

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

It would be better for venues to be individually approved as wedding locations, but failing this it would be essential to clarify which tests must be applied
to determine dignity and safety, and what oversight there would be to ensure these tests are met - consequences for officiants who inappropriately
approved unsuitable locations. Otherwise it is just a free for all - one person's dangerous, sordid or silly could be another person's safe and dignified!

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Approval should be on a venue-by-venue basis not subject to officiant-by-officiant

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I don't think Welsh only is appropriate, even in Wales, while we are one legal country with an official shared language which is English.

Consultation Question 56:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes but this should apply to either or both parties, not both parties.

No

Please expand on your answer:

You HAVE to have witnesses. This is an essential element of marriage as a public declaration of commitments, and also a really important safeguard
against dodgy officiants, coerced marriages etc.

Consultation Question 58:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not without witnesses (implied in 2)!

The cohabitation is a normal expectation, but there could be specific exceptions, for example if one or both people are in hospital it might not be feasible.
I think they should both be there in person and cohabit afterwards.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Never heard of this but the whole point of protecting the dignity and solemnity of a marriage on the basis of legal, social and sometimes religious
implications would be wholly undermined by this presumption.

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

1. and 2. yes, 3. and 4. definitely no. I think it is important for the officiant, couple and witnesses to gather together in person, even where that is
inconvenient/difficult/temporarily impossible. You could make exceptions eg. for terminal illness.



No

Please expand on your answer:

As per above.

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not serious/dignified enough and also not publicly accessible.

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not serious/dignified enough and also not publicly accessible.

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

No - not serious/dignified enough and also not publicly accessible.

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

They should not be allowed to marry on a ship.
This would enable potentially ill-advised or decisions to marry or coerced marriage whilst on board a ship.

Consultation Question 72:

No

Please expand on your answer:

MARRIAGES SHOULD NOT BE PERMITTED ON SHIPS AT ALL - THIS IS NOT A SERIOUS OR APPROPRIATE VENUE FOR THIS FORM OF LEGAL, PUBLIC
CEREMONY. It isn't Pirates of the Caribbean!

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

They should be invalid in all cases

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

For those who view weddings as a party, perhaps. But it undermines the seriousness of marriage to indulge this demand.

Consultation Question 74:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This would only further enhance the 'anything goes' approach to marriages undertaken at sea, as far as I can see.



Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(1) the same fee as other cases in which the registration officer must travel to the person giving notice, set nationally on a cost-recovery basis; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Weddings should ONLY be possible in an approved venue, place of worship or register office

Consultation Question 78:

No

Please expand on your answer:

nationally set

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:



Yes, I think your proposals would indeed lead to an increase in the number of couples who are legally married (in the short-term), but then to a
concomitant rise in the number of couples who divorce, because as set out these proposals risk seriously undermining the basis of marriage as a solemn,
lifelong and public commitment to a widely recognised set of actions and promises ie. marriage itself. They risk trivialising marriage and encouraging
people not to take it seriously, which is unlikely to increase the numbers of stable, socially beneficial marriages.
If people don't want to get married, they don't have to. There are other options, including civil partnerships. There are no societal benefits to eroding the
core basis of marriage itself as a solemn, life-long, legal social and personal commitment, and these proposals just make it easier to view marriage as a
light-hearted or easy option. I don't think that's appropriate or beneficial.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

People spend ridiculous sums of money on weddings, They can afford the very minimal costs of approved premises.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Not applicable

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Legally married

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Legally married

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not applicable

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not applicable



Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Not applicable

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Not applicable

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Important to give notice

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

In person

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Within the UK

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

No

Please expand on your answer:

All time

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



So long as the other official is qualified

Please share your views below:

So long as qualified

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Civil ceremonies kept separate from marriages

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Civil ceremonies

Please share your views below:

No objections for civil ceremonies

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Disagree

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is sacred and other marriage ceremonies which are not faith based should be civil ceremonies

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

They should be required to make a full disclosure as it is a serious life time commitment

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

No objections

Please share your views below:

Biblical based

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Faith based should be distinct and different from civil ceremonies

Consultation Question 47:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

No limits

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

No

Yes

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Registered

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

No

Please expand on your answer:

All of uk

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Marriage is a life long commitment between a man and a woman. A civil ceremony is for people who are different or same sex



Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage and civil ceremony are different and not the same p

Consultation Question 65:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a life long contract l

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The agreement may not be at arms length

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No



Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(1) the same fee as other cases in which the registration officer must travel to the person giving notice, set nationally on a cost-recovery basis; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Marriage is between a man and a woman in a church or other faith site and civil ceremony is between a man and woman or same sex couple in a registry
office or other location.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

As previously discussed

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Set and agreed fees

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YU7M-Q

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-02 21:11:54

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

In a fully recognised religious ceremony marriage

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Surely not applicable as the first question answered 'No'

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/a

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:



N/A

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

None

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

We are dealing with a solemn and life-changing action. It needs proper notice and not done on the hop

Consultation Question 5:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No view

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

See reply to Q.4

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Do not agree. This is a serious step to be taken and steps should remain in place to recognise this

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Why? surely if a wedding is planned provision can be mad in advance to cover this situation.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Agreed, provided this is not the only method

Consultation Question 10:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

What does this mean?

Consultation Question 11:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Do not understand

Consultation Question 12:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

What is the point?

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

I see no reason to change the present system

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

They should make this declaration ands be present. I cannot see the point in removing either requirement.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Other denominations have a similar facility. i cannot see the point of any change

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This a solemn activity and has serious repercussions. Factors should be in place to safeguard this

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I do not see the point of this. they are required in certain religious cases too

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I believe that marriage is God-given and therefore cannot accept that a non-religious ceremony is valid. but i appreciate this is a personal view.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

I do not agree. Many Christians and other faiths (Islam for example) do not believe in same-sex marriage. The organisation that holds that belief should
not be prevented from solemnising marriages between opposite sexes

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

This seems reasonable

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not sure what the problem is

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Agreed as long as it is guidance and not mandatory. Different denominations have their own rules.

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Agreed, except the participants should still declare they know of no impediment

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There should be a laid down wording as at present. To allow whatever you want demeans the ceremony



Consultation Question 44:

No

Please expand on your answer:

SEE Q43

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Should the couple for whatever reason wish to have their civil marriage blessed in a religious ceremony they should be allowed to do so

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

What's the point of changing this?

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As already said this is a solemn and serious step, and should therefore be conducted ina suitable venue. anywhere could be in a plane or a swimming
pool, which trivialises the ceremony

outdoors,, on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

Not sure what the question is asking. I do not think these are suitable venues as such

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This could lead to hole-in-a-corner ceremonies, and again demeans the ceremony

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

No

Please expand on your answer:

You can't have it both ways. Either it is non-religious or it is not

Consultation Question 51:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

As long as there are clear guidelines as to suitability

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

No idea

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Witnesses should be present

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

no

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No view

Consultation Question 66:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No view

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Only if there is no alternative and subject to stringent requirements.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

i see no point in this. there is a danger that the venue will not be dignified



Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See Q68

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

See Q68

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See Q68

Consultation Question 72:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This demeans the whole procedure. Marriage is not a package holiday

Other

Please expand on your answer:

See last comment

Other

Please expand on your answer:

See above

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Not aware of any. I feel it cheapens the whole thing

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(2) there should be no fee.

Please expand on your answer:

to make a charge in such circumstances would be insensitive

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

I do not think the present law discourages those who are serious about their commitment. The possible easing of requirements may lead to more
marriages, but these I believe will be undertaken more lightly and lead to more divorces. Making something serious easy does not normally have a good
effect

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

These cost are normally infinitessimal compared with what is spent of clothes, reception,
etc and is no deterrent

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

no real benefit. The present system does not deter people who are serious about marrying

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I do not think the requirements really affect the decisions. It more a case of personal choice, the desire to do something different etc

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

See above

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Little or no impact

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

See above

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

no idea



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUCE-U

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-02 21:18:08

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

I'm an individual, not partof an organisation.

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not all churches have someone who is registered to officiate at a wedding. these churches need to continue with the services of a civil registrar.

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Will this independent official have a high regard for marriage?
Would the venue reflect the seriousness of the wedding?
Will the wedding be legally binding?

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The wedding ceremony is meaningful when people make promises to each other publicly using prescribed phrases.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The ceremony should reflect the seriousness of the committment being undertaken . inappropriate venues will undermine this and devalue marriage.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

'Open doors' policy protects people from bigamy and forced marriage.
it is good for the public to witness the committment that couple are making.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

the venue must reflect the solemness of the occasion.
how will the venues be checked and tested for dignity's sake?

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YU7A-B

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-02 21:27:02

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

n/a

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The marriage ceremony is the actual joining together in marriage. No essential part, even if checked in preliminaries, should be excluded from the
ceremony.

1. If the couple are not prepared to confirm their consent, and that they know of no impediment, they should not be able to marry.

2. This is very dangerous. It could allow for some joke of an organisation to have some frivolous ceremony, totally devoid of anything relevant, and then
to claim that if they signed the schedule, they would be deemed to be married.

The ceremony must contain (from both parties)
- Confirmation of no impediment - i.e legally free to marry.
- Consent to marry.
- Confirm intention to love each other, until separated by death.

3. The signing of what is a valuable legal document should confirm the above, but not be a substitute for it.

4. The document should not be sign until the couple have made their vows to each other, in the ceremony, and also be signed by witnesses.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a serious commitment that shapes the couple's future life, and the vows must be the focus of the occasion. According to your proposal,
couples could propose something deliberately stupid and trivial, and there would be some selected offiiciant who would agreed to take it.

The marriage must contain the elements I replied in Q42.

If it is allowed to drift too far from this other countries would be justified in saying they no longer recognise marriages certificates from the UK, which
could have serious legal consequences for many people, not just those who caused the problem.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is an important safeguard against various malpractices, including forced marriage.



Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The location should be appropriate for the importance of what marriage means - a legally recognised commitment, intended to be life long, and where
witnesses can hear every word (without which they are not proper witnesses).

Please share your views below:

There is a case for private homes for deathbed marriages(already allowed), but in normal circumstances if the couple are able to get to a suitable public
location they should.

"In the air" is NOT suitable. If in an aircraft it is not "open doors". And any other way, it detracts the couples attention from the seriousness of what is
being transacted.

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If almost anybody could become an officiant, some will soon appear that will do anything to stretch the rules. Far batter that the requirements be defined
in law.

Consultation Question 52:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is dangerous without a clear definition of safe and dignified.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

"Safe" and "Dignified" need defining.

Consultation Question 53:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

An "approved" building could be "redecorated" between weddings in a way that is absolutely not "dignified".

But an unchanged building could meet the approval of one officiant for one wedding and not another officiant for the next one.

Please share your views below:

Very difficult - and all because you are proposing to allow "anywhere" subject to the approval of the "officiant" of the day.



Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not "Open Doors"

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not "Open Doors"

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUCZ-G

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-02 21:33:43

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

None

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Married 

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:



Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

In order to be allowed to be an officiant, it should be necessary that they should be able to produce evidence showing that they have upheld dignity and
solemnity in other spheres of social behaviour, ie be people looked up to by society for upholding these qualities.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:



No

Please expand on your answer:

From these proposals, it seems the parties to be married need not make a verbal commitment and could also be absent from the ceremony. This calls
into question whether the dignity and solemnity of marriage is being upheld. By insisting that the two parties are present and that they give a necessary
verbal commitment, it would be clear to everyone involved, and that includes society in general, that both parties are fully commited to the marriage and
fully intend to make it a lasting entity.

Consultation Question 43:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A stable and just society requires stable and just individual relationships, so every effort should be made to promote knowledge that marriage means full
commitment by the parties involved. Hiding marriages away would be irresponsible to society and could also allow underhand actions to take place
unchecked.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This has to tie in with the requirement already stated that weddings should be dignified and demonstrate solemnity. Any attempts to dumb down the
seriousness of the occasion (in terms of the commitments made during the ceremony) should be discouraged. Therefore the venue for the wedding
needs to be suitable chosen to reflect these requirements. There is also the aspect of safety to consider and this should also feature in defining suitable
venues.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Certainly, safety, dignity and solemnity should feature as requirements for the officiant's responsibilty. However, there should be clear guidance on these
matters for the officiants to be able to adequately fulfil their role.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YF9B-Y

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-02 21:34:37

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No



Please expand on your answer:

It is a safety net that they are actually known to have been residents in the area.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I believe in-person proof and evidence of those applying is essential to prevent anything of a fake nature. Evidence proof must be a requirement .

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

With the exception of a special allowance, I would say a longer time period than that proposed should be given to give other connecting formalities time
to take place.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

To be kept the same as present to avoid sham and forced marriages. Any one could impersonate another and this needs protecting.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Yes, if organized officially.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, in addition to the usual C of E custom.

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I think that should be alright.

Consultation Question 11:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A minister of religion or recognized official is all that is required as also noted on the marriage certificate.

A minister who was going to officiate at our son's wedding was taken poorly. Another minister of religion at a day's notice was able to take it instead.

It is possible that all officiates could carry an official identity.

Consultation Question 12:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Any officially recognised officiant or 'minister of religion' should be allowed to officiate at a wedding. See Question 11 and given Answer. 
 
It has been known in our family that another minister of Religion had at the last minute come ready to the 'rescue' as being the new officiant, as the other 
scheduled minister got delayed on route. 



The marriage certificate does note who was the officiant.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The Anglian Church has HM the Queen as its head and the monarch's status position as Sovereign over Scotland, Wales, N.Ireland and England head
must be recognized.

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes on the proviso that the given church has suddenly been deemed unsuitable or unsafe structurally.

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

The banns are there for a purpose, to protect a possible illegal marriage such as bigamy taking place and if needed in two places then do so.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes that option should be available.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

A Church has a right to know if a proposed wedding is going to be lawful. To protect this situation they should be able to request separate written
declarations beforehand if they think fit. This should be in addition to verbally repeating 'there is no lawful impediment' again before witnesses during the
actual wedding ceremony.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

We must hold that lawful marriage plays a very important official part in society and for its mutual benefit.

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Where churches do not have their own authorised person they would, under this proposal, be penalised from holding a wedding. A church is a place of
status symbol able to serve the community with christenings and funerals irrespective of whether they have their own authorized officiate or not for
weddings. It would be strange indeed if they were just restricted to funerals or christenings although they are registered for marriages.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If the lawful criteria to the undertaking of the ceremony is fully met.

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

All weddings must hold and follow the same criteria as defined by law to make a marriage lawful.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If they strictly adhere to the criteria as laid down for a matrimony ceremony.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

This should not exclude any organisation if their views are based on the Bible irrespective of what the prevalent public policy may be at the time.

At the 1953 Coronation, HM Queen Elizabeth 11 agreed to this oath.

Will you to the utmost of your power maintain the Laws of God and the true profession of the Gospel? Will you to the utmost of your power maintain in
the United Kingdom the Protestant Reformed Religion established by law? Will you maintain and preserve inviolably the settlement of the Church of
England, and the doctrine, worship, discipline, and government thereof, as by law established in England? And will you preserve unto the Bishops and
Clergy of England, and to the Churches there committed to their charge, all such rights and privileges, as by law do or shall appertain to them or any of
them?

Queen. All this I promise to do.

The Protestant Reformed Religion must not under any circumstances be violated.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Yes if they hold to the said required criteria.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No, it could lead to independent officiants not appreciating the 'faith and order' of a given church and this could lead to allowing other types of 
ceremonies that undermine the dignity of marriage. A church has the independent right to choose a person of the same faith, practise and religion to



officiate at legally valid marriages within its walls, this proposition could devalue this position for those that highly value marriage as a God given creative
order if an Independent officiant is not of the same mind and spirit. 
 
"Marriages may be Solemnized here" is a notice still available in some buildings.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Each must be able to understand and follow a required criteria.

Consultation Question 31:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

If they are legally recognized by their office to undertake a wedding ceremony whilst they hold the position as a minister of religion, or any ordained
minister, priest or rabbi of any regularly established church or congregation, Judges, Justices of Peace, and County Clerks or their appointed Deputies may
perform wedding ceremonies besides Mayors of cities and boroughs.

Mandatory training is not necessary for those who hold the above office.

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It is to be of a non-profit making.

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

With the proviso that reasonable expenses are to be adhered to and made known by the officiant at the time.

Consultation Question 34:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Completely unnecessary to include celebrants. We must have those that hold good office of state, otherwise it will demean the sanctity of marriage. It has
been already stated that to qualify to officiate at a wedding, a minister of religion or any ordained minister, priest or rabbi of any regularly established
church or congregation, Judges, Justices of Peace, and County Clerks or their appointed Deputies may perform wedding ceremonies besides Mayors of
cities and boroughs. These hold good office.

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes of course , it must not only be a joyful occasion, but given the dignity and solemnity of the true meaning of being joined together.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes a guidance on the legal side.

Consultation Question 37:

Other



Please expand on your answer:

If there is a failing of duty, then any person can be reported by the registrar or a witness with evidence to the appropriate body if the nominated body
fails to act.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes and if the nominated body fails to act.

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Good standards need to be maintained.

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes as long as they remain fit and proper.

Consultation Question 41:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Depends on what is meant by 'continuing professional development' .

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The Wedding Ceremony must not be demeaned. The prescribed words are a solid foundation stone for the good of mankind, society and stability.

A vow is a perpetual promise irrespective of any being non-religious.

True commitment must be legally recognised and be taken very seriously.

The document must confirm what has been expressed as a confirmation during the ceremony.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This could demean the very act of 'Solemnisation of Marriage' and is not to be changed merely to suit a personalised event. It must reflect and adhere in
manner to a dignified event.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

According to the rites and ceremonies of that religious body.

Consultation Question 45:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

A registry office should be permitted to include a religious content.

Please share your views below:

A couple may not want to specifically be married at a place of worship, yet there should be an open option to include a scriptural reading such as 'the
marriage in Cana' and any other related marriage passages of scripture.

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

That option should remain, as it would take away the meaning of the religious toleration act as customs do differ and we must within reason be seen to
show charity.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A place of worship is an open public place and the same must apply with any situation .

Open doors should remain in line with the minimum witnesses required by law.

'I know not of any lawful impediment' is there if needed to be challenged lawfully in 'open doors'.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is light statement 'permitted to take place anywhere'. We need good standards in society and marriages to be at proper convened places

Marriage must not be seen in any way to be trivialised and therefore must be conducted as such at allowable selected places emblematic to the
solemnization of marriage.

Our off spring must be brought up to recognise marriage is not a trivialised matter.

Please share your views below:

Only limited to selected places conducted in a place where marriages are not treated as being a trivialised matter.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No, all marriages should be made available to the public.

Consultation Question 50:

Other

No

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Those of deeply held religious views should be able to retain their church from allowing non-religious officiates using their building.

Consultation Question 51:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

An officiant must be given a conscientious right to withhold from presiding over a wedding at any particular venue.

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Exactly.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Good guidance with good standards is welcomed.

Consultation Question 53:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

There should be no 'must agree' for an officiant to a pre-approved place. An officiant must be given a conscientious right to withhold from any place if
needs be.

For instance on a similar par - an officiant (or church) does not have to be obliged to conduct a funeral that is to be a cremation - as they hold to a
particular view and belief that Jesus showed the example by his burial.

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I believe identification is good for family traceability and for ancestry purposes.

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It should be optional should a marriage take place in Wales.

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It should remain purely as an option.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Adequate reasonable notice period of intent must be in place beforehand.

No



Please expand on your answer:

A marriage needs all the official preliminaries in place for correct authorization.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There must firstly be valid things as required in place otherwise it becomes non-qualifying.

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage must be authorised and validated to give it a lawful finality.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Agree. Marriage means marriage and must be officially recognised and should not be compromised.

Consultation Question 60:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I believe on the following statements 'If consummation has never occurred within marriage then either spouse may file for a divorce or annulment of the
marriage. Annulment is the legal process of canceling a marriage'.

'If a state does not allow annulment on the grounds of lack of consummation, a spouse may be entitled to a divorce.'

I believe a couple should not make any hasty decision and a time factor must be in place, (apart from adultery), as a safety option . Divorce being the only
option if consummation has taken place - not annulment.

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is where a register of authorised officiants is needed to verify an authorized person.

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

No problems as things stand and where a doctor's certificate must verify a given situation to exceptional circumstances.

We refer to below:
Exceptional circumstances notice of marriage or civil partnership

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

All applicants irrespective to follow an official procedure.

Consultation Question 64:

No



Please expand on your answer:

Keep things as they have been known. They have worked - so retain them.

Consultation Question 65:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Can be altered under exceptional circumstances.

Consultation Question 66:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Can be made valid to an extension under exceptional circumstances at the application time.

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No, extensions can be allowed for a national emergency, but not by remote means as all must be present in person.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes all couples to be given the same access if an emergency provision was allowed.

No

Please expand on your answer:

Both those at risk of death and terminally ill can have an emergency provision, but clarification to this end must be clearly stated.

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No, the actual ceremony must be conducted within an official building, although the celebration party can be taken elsewhere,

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No its rightful role and formalities should take place in a designated building for that purpose.

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

No, see answer to previous question 69

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Let us strive to do all things in a decent and orderly manner.

Consultation Question 72:

No



Please expand on your answer:

Let us avoid anything that demeans the merits of marriage.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

All must obey the same ruling

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Any circumstances that becomes outside the given guidelines.

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The officiant should do the returning of the schedule within the required time limit.

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes not set by the registration officer.

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

If the current law recognises co-habiting couples by allowing them almost the same privilege's as a lawfully married couple then that in itself will
discourage marriage.

We hope any new provisions will set a meaningful distinction in that only married couples will be allowed appropriate allowances.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:



Please share your views below:
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Interviews should take place in person only, with both parties present, to avoid possible sham or forced marriages and to ascertain the capacity of either
party to consent beyond any doubt.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Although this sounds a reasonable proposal at first sight, on reflection who decides what constitutes purposes "contrary to public policy or morality"?
This is a purely subjective assessment and could risk excluding those with unpopular, but wholly legal, views from nominating officiants, especially in the
current climate of intolerance for views which contradict the prevailing "orthodoxy".
Any exclusions should be based on totally objective criteria, such as legality.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The current system with well-trained registrars or religious representatives, both of whom understand the value and seriousness of marriage vows,
should be maintained. Opening the door to independent officiants could result in inappropriate, or even legally non-binding, ceremonies which would
debase the celebration and sanctity of the commitment made in a marriage.
Independent officiants could also result in weddings becoming a target for financial remuneration, thereby increasing the already high costs of even a
relatively simple wedding, contrary to the Government's stated aims.

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This should be the responsibility of the General Register Office.

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The "prescribed words" of the Marriage Act 1949 should continue to be an integral part of the wedding ceremony. Without them, it is much easier to treat
the ceremony casually and not take the commitment made in marriage very seriously either.
Since there is already great flexibility regarding what takes place in the rest of the ceremony, this gives people opportunity to make personal choices
about their wedding form and ceremony.
Some form of legally-required words is necessary to ensure that marriage is not seen as a wholly private matter, which is the message that a totally
personalised wedding ceremony would send out.
It is also vital that it should be established within the wedding ceremony that there is no legal hindrance to the couple being married and that both
parties are consenting to do so willingly.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Personalisation of the wedding form and ceremony would be wide open to any interpretation, which may well not reflect the seriousness and solemnity
of the vows being made.
As this is a legal ceremony, it should not be left to officiants to determine what constitutes the dignity and solemnity of a marriage ceremony as this is too
subjective.
No doubt the tailoring of wedding ceremonies to suit the desires of the couple concerned would result in further commercialisation of wedding services,
with those officiants willing to push boundaries benefiting the most financially.
What is meaningful to one couple in a personalised wedding ceremony may well be offensive to others present and could trivialise the whole proceeding.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:



The "open doors" requirement ensures that marriage is not seen as a purely private affair but as important to society as a whole.
It provides opportunity for protection: against forced marriage or bigamy ,for example.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Removing the restrictions on wedding venues offers opportunity for inappropriate venues being used which could seriously detract from the dignity and
solemnity of the occasion.
Who decides what is a "dignified" or "safe" venue? Again,this is open to subjective interpretation. What safeguards will there be to prevent unsuitable
venues being used,especially those which would trivialise marriage?

Please share your views below:

As there is already provision for choice of a religious ceremony or a non-religious one in a Registry Office, both of which are appropriate locations fora
wedding, I see no need to broaden venues further, especially in settings where it is questionable whether the venue would be suitable for such a solemn
commitment as marriage.
The only exception might be the need for a wedding to take place in a hospital or private home where one of the couple to be married is terminally ill and
physically unable to go to a church/Registry Office.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

All marriage locations should be accessible to the public as marriage is not a private affair but a ceremony of interest to society at large.

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There needs to be a clear distinction made between religious and civil ceremonies. Civil weddings should not take place in a religious venue and vice
versa. People are free to choose which type of ceremony they want and that should dictate the type of venue.

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is a subjective decision and should not be left to the individual officiant. There should be an official list of permitted locations, paying due attention to
the solemnity of the occasion and not trivialising the exchange of such important vows.

Consultation Question 52:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There is no clear definition of what constitutes a safe or dignified location. Left to the individual officiant, this could result in a very subjective decision,
which might well be unsuitable for the serious purpose for which the venue is being used, trivialising the whole ceremony.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There must be some objective standard laid down which prevents the use of esoteric locations and takes into account the solemnity of the marriage
ceremony.

Consultation Question 53:



No

Please expand on your answer:

There must be a mandatory approval process for all locations to ensure that they meet any official criteria.

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not everyone has access to electronic capabilities.
There should always be a marriage certificate issued on the day of the wedding ceremony as these are needed after the ceremony for official purposes,
eg changing names on bank accounts, passports, etc.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

They are clearly not legally married, regardless of what people's false beliefs are. They remain co-habitees until and unless they marry acording to the law
of the land.

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

A couple's wedding day is too utterly important to them to be trifled with by anyone!

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUC8-E

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-02 21:45:09

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

NA

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

In person is preferable but online should be used as a second measure.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Yes, as required.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not sure.

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

No - don't see why banns shouldn't be published in bride and grooms' parishes if having an Anglican wedding ceremony.



Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes to both.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes, good idea to protect both parties and have impartial and hopefully experienced and helpful advice.

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Yes to Anglican preliminaries recognized as legal.
I'm not against a civil preliminary for all weddings though.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Can work in conjunction with religious ceremonies.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:



Yes, but could be tricky to define contrary to public morality.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Couples need to be present.
Set wording should be included to ensure the seriousness of the the commitment from each part of the couple is understood and recognized.
There is already a large degree of flexibility within the service.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Needs to be inclusion of legal wording and framework within each ceremony to give required formality to all marriages.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A religious service should be allowed to be conducted if desired after a civil ceremony.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage demonstrates a public act of commitment and should be open for all to attend.

Chapter 7: Location



Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A suitable location should be permitted to facilitate the solemnity and importance of the occasion.

in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

Marriage service should be a in public space and accessible as a public declaration.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Civil ceremonies should follow same principals regarding the solemnity of the occasion as religious ceremonies.

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

witness should be present

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:



(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Costs should be kept within accessible limits to those on low income. Fees should not prohibit those wanting to marry.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I am in a marraige that is recognised by the law. It was celebrated in a religious ceremony.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

I am aware of a number of couples' experiences in which their planned weddings had to be postponed more than once during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
This seems to me unreasonable since funerals have been able to take place within COVID-secure rulings. I believe that weddings should also be permitted 
at such a time and that changes in the law should be made to accommodate this while always retaining 'open doors' (public access), and in a manner that



is dignified and safe.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

I believe that all possible measures should be taken to protect sham or forced marriages to take place, or where the capacity of either party to consent is
a concern.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:



Please share your views below:

My view is that banns to authorise an Anglican wedding should be published in additional places, not only in the church in which the wedding is to take
place.
My reason for this is that very often in current society a couple's circle of family, friends and acquaintances are far more widespread than they were when
these laws were made.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Since marriage is a legally binding institution and commitment I agree that the officiant should have a legal duty to ensure that these three requirements
are fulfilled.

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

In the case of religious organisations other than the Church of England and the Church of Wales, I would suggest it would be preferable for the relevant
governing authority of the organisation to be responsible for nominating officiants to officiate at weddings (rather than the local registrar). Those
officiants are much more likely to have a more relevant connection with the couple being married - for example, a similar basis of faith - even if they are
not personally known by the wedding couple.
A local registrar often has no connection at all with the couple or guests at such weddings.

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

In my view the law should not expressly exclude organisations from nominating such officiants; laws, public policies and views on morality can be
extremely variable depending on the ruling majority's philosophy of life.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I agree. Included in the officiant's responsibility to uphold the dignity and solemnity of marriage, are not only the conduct of the officiant, but also of the
participants and the content of the ceremony.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes - I would suggest that the guidance should be in line with my answer in response to Question 35 above.



Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I believe that the couple should be required to express orally their consent to be married. If only a signature were required, for example, it is conceivable
that a wedding could legally take place without one party or even both parties being present.

If each party is only required to express their consent to being married 'in accordance with their beliefs' , this could invite a great variety of options and
could omit the crucially important elements of marriage being a lifelong commitment which brings security in the couple's relationship to each other, and
also for their children.

The fact that they are freely consenting to be married is also an important element needing to be included (to protect from forced marriages).

I believe it is important that these two elements constitute a requirement of the marriage contract that a wedding ceremony initiates.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Because a wedding is a public and a legal ceremony there should be requirements and ingredients to it that reflect the seriousness of this and of the fact
that the couple are entering into a relationship that is recognised by society and is not just a private matter.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a public not a private matter (as stated above) and it is important that public access should continue to be allowed.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The location of a wedding should reflect the seriousness of the commitment that will be made.
it would be easy to trivialise this commitment by choosing an inappropriate location.

In exceptional cases such as during the pandemic, funerals have been allowed to take place with public access allowed and invited through such means
as Zoom and similar.
I believe this should be the same for weddings.
Officiants and those responsible for preparing a couple for marriage should be aware of their responsibility to emphasize the seriousness and
importance of the wedding ceremony through its location, conduct and content.

Please share your views below:

I repeat the views I have expressed above:

The location of a wedding should reflect the seriousness of the commitment that will be made.
it would be easy to trivialise this commitment by choosing an inappropriate location.

In exceptional cases such as during the pandemic, funerals have been allowed to take place with public access allowed and invited through such means
as Zoom and similar.
I believe this should be the same for weddings.
Officiants and those responsible for preparing a couple for marriage should be aware of their responsibility to emphasize the seriousness and
importance of the wedding ceremony through its location, conduct and content.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Pubic access to marriages whether civil or religious or non-religious, should be permitted, reflecting the significance of the state of marriage to society. It
is not simply a private agreement between two individuals.

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Yes I agree; however the interpretation of what is 'safe' and 'dignified' can be very subjective.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The schedule or marriage document should be drawn up with care as it is a legal document.
There should be a witnesses.
The schedule or document should be signed and the marriage registered.

These elements reflect the seriousness and legal standing of a marriage.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I agree with this provisional proposal.

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:



If a couple has cohabited for a long period of time and are believed to be married by friends and family, they are not legally married and should not
legally be treated as if they are.

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:





Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Remote interviews could be open to fraud or manipulation .

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

This reqirement should apply to all licence requests i.e. not just Anglican weddings

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

What is meant by Officiant!

Mariage is a serious buisness and should be "adminstered" by someone of standing in the community e.g a solicitor, religous leader or maybe the
Registrar of Births Marriages and Deaths and not the local "butcher baker or candlestick maker".

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Proposal 1 is ok

Proposal 2 should be the local Registrar. See question 20

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Yes, obviously!



Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This would allow any individual to apply to be a "marriage officiant" and to run it as a buisness and for financial gain thereby detracting from the
seriousness of the marriage vow or married state .

Consultation Question 30:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Again, what is a fit and proper person ? This comes back to someone who has some standing in the Community. See previous comment regarding
solicitor or registrar.

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This goes some way to answering Question 30 but it need to be a tough exam and restricted in number so as to maintain consistency and continuity of
approach to the seriousness of marriage , ie not the "candlestick maker" as noted above.

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, see Question 29

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There should be fixed fees throughout the land otherwise it Will becoime a buisness .

See qustions 29 and 32

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But how will Officiants uphold "dignity and solemnity of marriage". 
 
How would this be enacted at, say, a wedding beside a garden swimming pool, or roadside theme park.... 
 
Would officiants who have been divorced be able to conduct weddings ?



 
A lot of thought needs to go into this one!

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But it must be well thought out. See Question 35

Consultation Question 37:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No , nominating organisations hae vested interests ! Better the General or Chief Registrar .

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes See Q 37

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This proposal seems to allow DIY language and format to the ceremony .

Paragraphs 2,3 and 4 seem to be suggesting that as long as the parties to the marriage sign a declaration that they are willing to marry the other the
marriage is validated at the point of signature which could be before the wedding day itself. this could mean that one party need not be there on the day!

"Don't worry darling I 'm working in Timbuktu at the moment and may not make the day but I 've signed the papers and if not back in time I will see you
at the honeyemoon hotel".

This really does not meent the requirement for a public commitment to the seriousness of the marriage state.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No. A set form of wording should be used so that everybody understands the seriousness of the state of marriage and that it is a public declaration of 
their commitment to each other. 



To much emphasis is often put on the mickey mouse surroundings of the day and not enough on the commitment to each other for life.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Weddings are a demonstration of a public comitment to each other.

Furthermore weddings behind closed doors could lead to an increase in enforced or arranged marriages.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If the venue is to be "dignified and safe" how will this be defined,

Are lakes, rivers, in the ai,r safe?

Are they dignified for an important ceremony such as a wedding. Perhaps a volleyball beach ? No none of these are dignified and weddings insuch venues
are reduced to a mickey mouse carnival adn undermine the importance of the lifelong comiment the couple should be undertaking .

Please share your views below:

None are suitable.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The locaations should be publicly accessible for the reasons set out in Q

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No



Please expand on your answer:

They should be approved by the Chief Registrar.

Consultation Question 52:

No

Please expand on your answer:

They should be approved by the Chief Registrar.

No

Please expand on your answer:

They should be approved by the Chief Registrar.

Consultation Question 53:

No

Please expand on your answer:

They should be approved by the Chief Registrar.

Please share your views below:

They should be approved by the Chief Registrar.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding



Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Fees for all situations and eventualities shoud be set centraly i.e nationally to establish consistency.

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

na

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Churches need an official person who understands the law and can guide the process to make sure everything is done correctly. It might be difficult for
many churches particularly small ones to find a person to officiate.The system works and is useful. Please don't change it.

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

'unlawful or contrary to public policy or morality' can be interpreted in different ways.The wording needs to have definition such as 'promoting purposes
that are illegal or support illegal activity ' against the rule of law,

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A couple may choose to have an independent officiant conduct a pseudo-religious ceremony as they may not hold to a an orthodox Christian position.
This could misrepresent / parody the religious group’s position and cause offense.

Consultation Question 30:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony



Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The very foundation of marriage rests on the promises made to one anther on the day and reflects the seriousness of he exchange. This makes it a casual
affair , and the marriage becomes nothing more than a certificate.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The issue should not be about it being personal , it's about its legal aspect; this should be the focus. It should carry a solemn aspect . The so called
safeguards that officiants should ensure that the ceremony retains the dignity and solemnity of marriage is too fluid. Non -legally binding ceremonies can
already be as personalised as people want.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is not a private but public affair and members of the community should be allowed access.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The marriage is a serious occasion and the venue should reflect this. How can the dignity of this be tested? There needs to be clear guidelines to
safeguard this aspect.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Retired Person

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I believe people need to have a certain level of stability in their lives before undertaking any serious commitment. I feel that at least one of the parties to a
marriage should be resident in an English or Welsh registration district for seven days prior to giving notice of their intention to marry to the
superintendent registrar.

Consultation Question 5:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Entering into marriage is a very serious matter, and I do not feel that there should be any need for a time shorter than seven days for this particular
period.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Entering into marriage should at all times be regarded as a very serious matter, and should not therefore be treated almost as though it were as casual as
carrying out an on-line purchase of goods or services. I believe that a face-to-face interview will always tend to be taken more seriously by the person
wishing to marry.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

I believe this should remain as at present.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

My concern is that if the purpose of public display is to ensure that as many people as possible have the opportunity to be aware that a wedding is being
planned, there needs to be some mechanism for ensuring that the location of such notices is readily accessible to those who need, or may need, to have
access.

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Provided the substitute is properly qualified to do so.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:



Other

Please expand on your answer:

I do not understand the background to this question.

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

If there is to be some central place, whether on-line or elsewhere, at which banns can be published for any registration area, then I feel it may be
acceptable to allow them to be published in more than one place, e.g. at an on-line location as well as in the church where the wedding is to take place.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Both of these suggestions seem reasonable to me.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

These are important declarations, and in my view should ideally be made during the ceremony.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

This is a Christian Country, and the established church is the Anglican Church. I see no reason why the status quo cannot be retained in this respect.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

All persons undertaking marriage need to accept that they are making a life-long commitment (- or as near that as may be possible in practice), and it
should be the officiant's binding duty to try and ensure that the ceremony is doth dignified and meaningful, and as far as possible to make sure that
those undertaking marriage understand this.

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This seems entirely reasonable. The overriding requirement is to have a fully-qualified officiant, and in church the relevant clergyman fulfils this role.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Clerks in Holy Orders will be qualified to do this by their training.

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Provided any such officiants are adequately qualified and trained for the role.

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

I do not feel sufficiently informed to have a view on this.

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

In principle I agree with this, but it does raise the question as to who would have the task of deciding that any particular organisation "promotes purposes
that are unlawful or contrary to public policy or morality".

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

I would not favour this, as there could be cases where the person nominated had not been required to undergo the relevant training.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

An essential provision.

Consultation Question 29:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I imagine that - in general terms- this might be similar to persons who are not connected with any particular religion or non-religious belief organisation,
but who are permitted to officiate at funerals. But I have concerns about this in the case of weddings - at least unless there was a requirement for
applicants to demonstrate their suitability through certified training or any other evidence that was judged acceptable.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Only on the basis that any such religious organisations and (if enabled by Government to officiate at weddings) non-religious belief organisations should
be able to first demonstrate that they had adequate procedures in place to ensure that any persons they deem to be 'fit and proper' had received proper
training and/or assessment for the role.

Consultation Question 31:

Other

Please expand on your answer:



I feel the age of 18 is far too low for this role. The figure should be at least 21, and preferably 25 years of age. Otherwise I agree with points 2 and 3.

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Ideally there should be a scale of acceptable fees set by the Registrar General.

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I do not feel it acceptable to have no upper limit on such fees, although having said this, if there were to be an upper limit it might well be that EVERY
officiant felt themselves justified in setting their fees at this 'maximum' level.

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I agree that an authorised independent officiant should not be nominated by either a religious or a non-religious belief organisation - such organisations
should already have their own staff/officials who would fill the role.

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Very definitely so. I suggest that the terms 'dignity' and 'solemnity' should be clearly defined, so that officiants will be guided as to what is acceptable or
not acceptable. If a marriage is to be as permanent as all should hope, then the persons undertaking marriage need to perceive the ceremony as being
entirely serious, and the vows they take as being binding and 'for life'. The officiant needs to make this clear by the manner in which the ceremony is
overseen and guided by them.

Consultation Question 36:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I certainly feel that there should be some 'official guidance' as to how weddings should be conducted, but in the case of religious organisations, I feel they
already have their own perfectly adequate and proper principle for this.

Consultation Question 37:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I am very concerned that this could lead to some 'fringe' organisations failing to uphold adequate standards.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I agree strongly with this.

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

An essential requirement!

Consultation Question 40:



Other

Please expand on your answer:

I am not 100% happy with this idea, since over a very long period an authorised officiant could become mentally deficient through undetected illness -
there needs to be some check.

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is normal for most professions nowadays.

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I believe it to be absolutely ESSENTIAL that the parties to a marriage express their consent and confirm that there is no impediment in a fully public
manner, heard by all the people present, who are then all - effectively - witnesses to the statements made. I also believe that there should be publicly
spoken vows whereby the parties make a commitment to each other, and that this should include that it is seen as 'for life'. This is an essential factor in
ensuring the safety and security of any children arising within the marriage, whether by birth to one or other of the parties, or by adoption.

To allow weddings without these essential elements would make them into a farce, since the parties would not have the 'pressure' of having made public
statements and commitments, that should travel with them throughout their married life.

It is equally important for the public at large that, as far as possible, marriages should have the best chance of success, since it is society at large that has
to pick up the pieces of a failed marriage, and the effect on any children of a failed marriage is both traumatic and potentiually life-changing for the
worse. There is ample evidence that the children of broken marriages do less well in life than those who are in a stable family situation, with both parents
(of whatever sex) present.

For all of these reasons, the marriage ceremony should not be trivialised in any way,

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I think there are big dangers here. It is so important that the ceremony should have a serious purpose - one of instilling in the deep minds of the parties
that they have responsibilities to each other once married, and that they have entered on these in a serious, solemn and responsible manner.

If a couple seek to include 'personalised' elements to the ceremony, these should only be on the basis of being acceptable to the officiant, and should
only ever be in addition to, and not in place of, the 'serious' elements - i.e. those of of publicly speaking the confirmatory statements and of making the
all-important vows to each other.

In particular, any aspects of having flippant 'themes' or 'fancy dress' scenarios should be completely excluded from the actual ceremony - they can easily
be undertaken as part of any celebrations held immediately after completion of the serious parts of the ceremony.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This should definitely be the case.

Please share your views below:

Examples could include hymns, prayers, and/or bible readings, where these are deemed appropriate.



Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I see no reason for this provision to be repealed.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The whole point about having 'open access' is that the couple are not just making their declarations and their vows to each other, they are also by doing
so publicly telling the community at large of their eligibility and their commitment, since it is important to the community that marriages should be good
marriages and should not fail. My strongly held view is that the parties are not just making a commitment to each other, they are also making a
commitment to society at large. It has always been the case that any member of the public can speak up if they believe there is any good reason why the
parties are not free to marry, and I see no reason why this should be changed. If the public are excluded, there is no way this can happen. Another aspect
of this provision is that the knowledge that the public have this opportunity acts as a deterrent to the couple who wish to marry from doing so when there
are good reasons why they should not!
I feel the 'open doors' policy also may provide some protection against forced marriages.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I maintain that wedding ceremonies should always involve an appropriate degree of solemnity, and this demands that they take place in an appropriate
location or venue. In particular, there must always be the option for any member of the general public to observe and take part in the ceremony by
attending. This is not to say that any member of the general public who attend should fulfil any particular role, but just that they should be able to attend,
should they wish, and have the opportunity (regardless of whether they intend or wish to exercise it) of announcing publicly to those present if they
believe there is any valid reason why the ceremony should not take place.

outdoors,, on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

There are problems with ALL of the potential (theoretical) venues mentioned.
The actual marriage ceremony itself should always be regarded as a solemn (if happy) occasion, and whilst there may be ample opportunity after the
formal part of the ceremony to engage in celebrations of whatever form may be desired, it really should be imperative that ALL those attending should be
able to hear clearly everything that goes on during the formal part. This implies that they should be able to see the parties and the officiant, and to hear
everything that transpires, including the declarations, vows, the words of the officiant, and those of any other persons taking part, whether by reading,
speaking or singing.
NONE of the potential venues mentioned above appears likely to provide this level of access, including the very necessary public access which allows
society at large to have the opportunity to be represented.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As previously maintained, every marriage ceremony is not just the making of a contract between the two parties involved, it is also the making of a
contract with Society at large, since Society has an undeniable interest in the marriage being a successful one (if the marriage fails, it is Society that has to
deal with any fall-out, and fall-out is highly likely if there are children involved).
On this basis, I cannot accept the suggestion that marriages might be held 'in secret' by denying the opportunity for the general public to attend should
they wish. Clearly the general public would (and should) only have the right of access to the formal and solemn part of the ceremony, but that is the key
part to which they should always have theoretical (and actual) access.

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This question is confusing. Does it suggest that the officiant should be able to decide what venue would be most suitable for one particular wedding that
he or she was booked to officiate at? If so, I do not understand that, as the previous questions have been concerned with whether weddings of one
'category' should be allowed to be held in the premises of a different category.
Either way, the officiant should only be permitted to liaise with the marriage candidates as to which of any choice of suitable approved venues for their
category of wedding might be the optimum, given that there were other venues that would not be available to them.

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Essentially I do not agree, given that I believe no wedding should take place other than in a proper building, and responsibility for ensuring that such a
'proper' venue is safe and dignified should be the duty of the trustees or other officials responsible for managing the venue. If it is being suggested that a
wedding might be arranged to take place in one of the totally unacceptable places mentioned in a previous question (e.g. 'in the air'(???), 'outdoors', 'on
inland waters' or 'in private homes' , then the question does not arise, since NONE of these is suitable in my view for a sufficiently dignified ad solemn
ceremony with the required public access for representatives of 'Society as a Whole' to hear the declarations and vows and to interject should they feel it
necessary.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

If the 'unconventional' suggested locations mentioned in question 48 are ruled out, as I believe they should be, then there would be no need for any
guidance to officiants, as they would be considering existing licensed (or 'quasi-licensed') venues that had already been known to and approved by the
Registrar General's Department.

Consultation Question 53:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I do not agree that the core part of a wedding (viz. the declarations, statements of eligibility and vows) should be permitted to take place other than in a
properly managed and dignified venue such as a church or in a public hall or meeting-place of a non-religious belief organisation. Any such location that
'regularly hosts weddings' should therefore be already known to the Registrar General and thereby already be 'approved' by him/her.

Please share your views below:

There should be no need for such a process, as virtually any acceptable venue should be already known to and approved by the Registrar General.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I do not see how the witnesses can sign an electronic record, or how the people who have been married can be given a marriage certificate that is not
open to fraud if it is not on a piece of paper or vellum and signed in ink.



Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If there are no witnesses, I do not accept that a wedding can be valid, as no-one has heard the declarations and vows.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

In any of the examples mentioned there would be a clear iregularity.

Consultation Question 59:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I maintain that there MUST be witnesses to any marriage, and that a marriage should not be valid unless the declarations and vows have been spoken in
the full hearing of other people, and with open access for any member of the general public to attend.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Any such presumption should never have existed in the first place.

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

I am not qualified to respond.

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

I am not qualified to respond.

Consultation Question 64:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I don't necessarily agree with this, but I am not qualified to argue against it.



Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I abstain from giving a view

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I do not agree with weddings taking place at any location to which the general public do not have access at the time the declarations are made and the
vows taken.

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I do not agree with weddings taking place at any location to which the general public do not have access at the time the declarations are made and the
vows taken.

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

I do not agree with weddings taking place at any location to which the general public do not have access at the time the declarations are made and the
vows taken.

Consultation Question 71:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I do not agree with weddings taking place at any location to which the general public do not have access at the time the declarations are made and the
vows taken. Therefore, I regard this question as irrelevant.

Consultation Question 72:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I do not agree with weddings taking place at any location to which the general public do not have access at the time the declarations are made and the
vows taken. Therefore, I regard this question as irrelevant.

Other



Please expand on your answer:

I do not agree with weddings taking place at any location to which the general public do not have access at the time the declarations are made and the
vows taken. Therefore, I regard this question as irrelevant.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I do not agree with weddings taking place at any location to which the general public do not have access at the time the declarations are made and the
vows taken. Therefore, I regard this question as irrelevant.

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

I have no information on which to base any view, but I do not agree with weddings taking place at any location to which the general public do not have
access at the time the declarations are made and the vows taken. Therefore, I regard this question as irrelevant.

Consultation Question 74:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I do not agree with weddings taking place at any location to which the general public do not have access at the time the declarations are made and the
vows taken. Therefore, I regard this question as irrelevant.

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

No

Please expand on your answer:

To charge would seem to be unfair under the disability legislation.

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not qualified to respond

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Answered on the assumption that the registrar will not be asked to examine private homes, boats, ships, aeroplanes, balloons, or any other location to
which the public have no access.

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(2) there should be no fee.

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

I am not able to offer any sensible view.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I am not able to offer any sensible view.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I am not able to offer any sensible view.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

I am not able to offer any sensible view.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

I am not able to offer any sensible view.

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I am not able to offer any sensible view.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I am not able to offer any sensible view.

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



I am not able to offer any sensible view.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I am not able to offer any sensible view.

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I am not able to offer any sensible view.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I am not able to offer any sensible view.

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

I am not able to offer any sensible view.
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Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Support Coalition for Marriage

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Response on behalf of an organisation

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Its a very very special occasion which shouldnt be made to assume it can be undertaken on a whim to revert to type when the occasion suits.

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Words still have significant meanings and its removal will further erode its seriousness or dignity to the occasion.

There however is already flexibility, elasticity has its limits however, them it will no longer have its relevance.

More than anything else its sacred, hence even those who are not religious see this significance and appreciate what the occasion is about.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The seriousness of the occasion should remain. The UK has a strong background of laws and guidelines, policies and procedures about the institution of
Marriage. How will this be explained to other nations which use the legal precepts here as a guide, let alone here, where most see it as such and aspire to
maintain the covenant afterwards?

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This aspect should remain as it stands as the occasion itself is not hidden or done in secret, but open with witnesses to testify of it, let alone family and
friends.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Such action will and not might make the special occasion open to interpretation by having say a sky-dive or Burger stop-over occasion. It will take away its
solemnity.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This question needs further clarification, as by present standards they are currently held with Health and Safety regulations standards in mind.

Dignified by definition has a sacred aspect about it. Is this what is meant?

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUCA-Q

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-02 23:15:17

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not applicable to me.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not applicable to me.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not applicable to me.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not applicable to me.

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Not applicable to me.



Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Not invited to any.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Removing this will create more confusion and could lead to more incidents of bigamy.
At least one of the persons should be resident.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This would enable persons who are moving from one area to another to make progress.

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a serious commitment, intended to be for life. 28 days should be the minimum.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

In person interviews should always be required for this serious commitment and to avoid the false applications mentioned in this question.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Where one is resident and the other is not this could continue.
I was not resident in the area where I got married, but I travelled to the area and went to the registrar there with my spouse to be. For naval personnel
this can be difficult.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Most communication is online these days.

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I'm not sure that I understand you use of the term 'schedule'. If you mean a list of agreed wedding dates, that is fine.

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Seems OK

Consultation Question 12:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The officiant should be appropriately qualified.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Why change ?

Consultation Question 14:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Are we confident that there will be no more wars? This could apply to fire damage or terrorist bomb.

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Could be online too.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

The clergy should be able to ask for any information that they need, if they have reason to be uneasy about the couple.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

This is generlly best. Both are required to make vows, so both should make a declaration.

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

As the state church the Church of England has always done this. It appears to work.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage should be freely entered into and the seriousness of the vows understood by both persons.

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I was married at a non-conformist church with a registrar present to hear all the vows and to register the wedding and issue the certiciate.
Where I now live, I know a number of churches that conduct weddings in this manner.
One or two have a church member who is a deputy-registrar, so as to deal with this, but some do not have such a qualified person and would ask for a
registrar to be present.

Consultation Question 21:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

One is essential but other colleagues are not.

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is fine.

Consultation Question 23:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

These organisations should apply, as at present, for one of their members to be trained and qulified as a deputy-registrar.

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Civil weddings are avaailable for secular persons. Why create more specialised sectors?

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Weddings should be conducted with the same legal vows for all.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

This sounds reasonableuntil one gets to the last phrase.
Public policy or morality has changed much over the years and may continue to do so. This makes this vague and could exclude some who hold views
that may be considered too conservative.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

These organisations should apply, as at present, for one of their members to be trained and qulified as a deputy-registrar.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Only properly trained and qulified deputy-registrars should be allowed to conduct weddings and they should be conducted in a properly registed
location. Marriage is a serious commitment and should not be devalued.

Consultation Question 30:

No



Please expand on your answer:

The Registrar must also be satisfied.

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Some limit should apply, such as travel expenses and attendance allowance.

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It should perhaps be more forceful than guidance.

Consultation Question 37:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

It should also be a responsibility of the General Register Office to act if person complain of inappropriate conduct by such persons.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Other



Please expand on your answer:

If they were only intending to offiate in a particular religious or non-religious organisation, they may object to 'training' for situations that conflict with
their religious or non-religious beliefs.

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The proper words that are used in the vows must conitnue to be used or marriage is undermined. Weddings must be understood to be genuine
transactions between two persons who wish to spend the rest of their live together and want to be recognised as a married unit.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Weddings should have the seriousness and the dignity of the occasion made clear.
One can already have a civil wedding and tehn a separate religious or non-religious cermeony too.
Don't mess with the serious bit.

Consultation Question 44:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I have no understanding or the Jewish of Quaker weddings, so I cannot judge.

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

A short prayer etc would not go amiss.

Please share your views below:

A short prayer etc would not go amiss.
Including words such as ' I call upon God and these persons here present...' may be acceptable.
A time limit would need to be imposed to prevent abuse of the liberty.

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is the custom with many groups to give credibility in the eyes of the religious group as well as by the law.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Openess to public knowledge is a guard against bigamy and forced marriage.
Few people attend services for persons unknown to them, but the local press etc need to have access.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Anywhere is a dangerous, limitless definition.
For the most important agreement between two persons, a proper, dignified location should be authorised.

Please share your views below:

For the most important agreement between two persons, a proper, dignified location should be authorised.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It should be possible for at least the press to be present if they wish.

Consultation Question 50:

Other

Other

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This matter should be dealt with by the registration of a building for the solemnisation of marriages.

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This matter should be dealt with by the registration of a building for the solemnisation of marriages.

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This matter should be dealt with by the registration of a building for the solemnisation of marriages.

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

This matter should be dealt with by the registration of a building for the solemnisation of marriages.

Please share your views below:

This matter should be dealt with by the registration of a building for the solemnisation of marriages.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 56:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Elcetronic copies of registers are good but signatures and paper copies are essential records. What is high-tech today will be obsolete in the future and
may end up lost. Fire, terrorism and war have destroyed much in the past. We must retain both systems.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Do it properly!

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consent HAS TO BE GIVEN before a wedding...

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

A criminal offence.

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This could be abused.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This could be abused.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

This could be abused.

Consultation Question 68:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

The authorisation of the celebrant must be as rigorous as on land.

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The authorisation of the celebrant must be as rigorous as on land.

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

The authorisation of the celebrant must be as rigorous as on land and the vessel must be big enough for the dignity and seriousness of a wedding.

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The authorisation of the celebrant must be as rigorous as on land and the vessel must be big enough for the dignity and seriousness of a wedding.

Consultation Question 72:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Point 1 only.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(1) the same fee as other cases in which the registration officer must travel to the person giving notice, set nationally on a cost-recovery basis; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

People decide for themselves to get married.
It is a social matter and a part of a stable society.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

The greatest cost is the catering for all the guests, not the cost of the marriage ceremony.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I think it will make little difference.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

No views on this.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

This may result in all sorts of chaos. Don't rock the boat!

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No opinion

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No opinion

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No opinion

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No opinion

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No opinion

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No opinion



Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

No opinion
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::
Please select state (US only)

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It is a simple safeguard against coercion and has been in place without change for many years.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Very important that the persons to marry are interviewed in person.

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

Any reasonable period.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Not remotely as open to fraud.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Yes, should continue

Consultation Question 9:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not important.

Consultation Question 10:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

If we need a schedu,e.!

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Possibly

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Why not.



Consultation Question 14:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

It would seem reasonable.

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Publishing banns in the churches of both couples seems to work well.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Would seem a good idea.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Needs to be government led

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

To open to abuse.



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Again too open to abuse.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Should not have independent officials

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Ditto as above

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Only if independent officiant are allowed.

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There should be independent fees set by government. All too open to abuse otherwise.

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



But what does this solemnity and dignity mean. This should be defined properly. The officiant should be able to have assurance and responsibility for the
whole ceremony and reflects the dignity and solemnity of marriage.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Officiants should not be appointed by the organisation in the first place.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

What could this mean.? They should be fit for the job on day one.

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Both couples should be present.
It is important that the seriousness of the commitment should be expressed in formal delaration. It can be embelished and added to , but not replaced.
The wedding service has plenty of flexibility within it already.
A wedding is by definition a vow ,made in public, to society of the couples intent.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is not a tea party but a very serious undertaking that should not be open to abuse or whimsy.
Marriage is part of society and not a private affair.

Consultation Question 44:

No

Please expand on your answer:



There needs to be still a formal and agreed form of marriage within the religious societies. What is wrong with what is already in place. These forms have
evolved over many years with good reason. It is not a fashion.

Consultation Question 45:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If you want a religious ceremony then why not in church, or a blessing afterwards.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Why.?

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The whole point of a marriage is that it is public. Society and the state have a vested interest in this event and reflects this is not about being golf
partners!

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Open to extreme abuse and undervaluing the marriage seriousness.

Please share your views below:

No, plenty of opportunity to celebrate with any ceremony and party after formal wedding in church or register office.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Ditto as above on public statement made in public.

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

All this is designed to undermine the serious and dignity of a marriage.

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Far too subjective.

Consultation Question 52:



Other

Please expand on your answer:

Whose definition of safe and dignified, again all to subjective.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Again far to general and open to personal ideas Tec and exploitation.

Consultation Question 53:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not applicable if the wedding venues are strictly approved beforehand.

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Keep it simple, in English only

Consultation Question 56:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Always will be open to fraud.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There should not be any mistakes if all is done correctly.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This would undermine church authority to marry couples. This is very important to certain sections of society

Consultation Question 65:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not sure on this very vexed issue.

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

All open to fraud .

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Again , it all becomes a bit of a holiday and not respecting the seriousness of the event. The cruise ship is the right place for the honeymoon!

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Why?

Consultation Question 71:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Do applicable

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not necessary if allbwedding were held in defined and approved places.

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

^we should do nothing that trivalises and undervalues the seriousness ,
dignity and solemnity of marriage

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

We should not be encouraging people to treat getting married as a fashionable event that is all about how it happens in what venue and style but
continue to treat the marriage as a very serious commitment that should be respected and valued and upheld in society.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

The new proposals risk turning marriage and weddings into more of a business than it is already. We should be ready to adjust things but not throw the
baby out with the bath water. We don't want a aeddi g to be come a bit ofa circus. We can do thst already.

Consultation Question 88:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUC3-9

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-03 01:52:10

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Repeated cancellation of a friend's wedding, re-scheduled to take place just after the second lockdown was announced, and hastily brought forward a few
days, resulted in a reduced ceremony, but they were just glad to get the "important bits" done and didn't greatly miss (and perhaps were actually
somewhat relieved to miss!) all the "sideshows".

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Seems not unreasonable, provided that certain safeguards are put in place, such as ensuring video and not just audio coverage.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not if this is to *replace* them being publicly displayed at the register office: it should be remembered that a significant proportion (20%? perhaps less by
now) of people in the UK, particularly older people, still do not have full, or any, internet access, and are increasingly being excluded from participating
fully in society

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Provided that the substitute is appropriately qualified

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

I don't understand this: what if the person's "home church" is in Scotland, but they live and will be marrying in England/Wales?

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

No, should continue as at present, in the location where the participants live and/or were brought up. Otherwise, a potential bigamist etc. could choose to
marry somewhere where they are unknown, and are less likely to be found out.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes, absolutely

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

What if the "sincerely held belief about marriage" is something which is illegal in this country, such as polygamy, or worse?

Consultation Question 26:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

They should not be charging any more than anyone else does.

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Absolutely. But what do *you* mean by "uphold the dignity and solemnity of marriage"? It's unclear. At an absolute minimum, it must surely mean that
the officiant should dress and behave in a solemn and dignified manner, and ensure that the ceremony, its contents and its participants are suitably
solemn and dignified too. Some of the proposed locations and contents are far from solemn and dignified.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I think there may need to be a higher authority to oversee this.



Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

1a: consent should be expressed orally unless this is impossible, physically or otherwise.

1b: I believe that the ceremony is the appropriate place for the declaration of lack of impediment to take place, regardless of what may have gone before.
After all, it is conceivable that the situation could have changed since the preliminaries.

2. regardless of whatever way organisations choose to state their consent, as a minimum it must continue to express a specific, serious, lifelong
commitment to the other party. Anything else can then be added to this, not replace it.

3. consent *must* be expressed during the ceremony - it is there that the marriage takes place, not when someone signs some legal document

4. Surely this leaves open the possibility for one party to the marriage not actually to be present at the ceremony (and/or to be made to sign under
duress, in absentia)? While it is conceivable that occasionally circumstances might prevent one party from attending, these should be most exceptional
cases, not routine ones.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Absolutely not. Marriage is a solemn and serious, legally-defined union, involving not only the other party, but society as a whole, and the form and
ceremony must reflect this. It is not for the parties involved to tailor the whole ceremony to their own situation and wishes: it must continue to include a
commitment to the other party, "forsaking all other", "in sickness and in health", "as long as you both live", or whatever phrasings are currently used. If
those concepts are not included, society's entire conception of what marriage is will disintegrate. There is already plenty of opportunity to personalise the
ceremony, but those concepts must remain included in it.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No. There are still cases where both are required: the case of the Prince of Wales and Camilla Parker-Bowles is an example, surely? I see no reason why a
service of blessing should not be carried out after a civil ceremony if the circumstances warrant it: I presume this still happens in Europe, although I
haven't been to a wedding there this century.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Again, absolutely not. Marriage is a publicly-made commitment to society as well as to an individual: it is inappropriate for it to be hidden away where it
cannot be seen - that is why witnesses are required. There is scope for so much abuse here.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As explained above, weddings are a public commitment and must take place in a publicly accessible place, which rules out private homes, gardens and so
on. As marriage is a solemn and serious undertaking, any prospective wedding venue must be appropriately dignified to solemnise it, so a funfair, local
swimming pool etc. are not suitable venues, even if the parties want them.

Please share your views below:

I have already discussed private homes above. "In the air" - what are you suggesting here, in an aircraft? On the wing of an aircraft? This would be highly
undignified. Plus there might also be the question of jurisdiction - in whose airspace does the ceremony take place?

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As I have stated before, it is essential that any wedding venue be publicly accessible.

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

I think a clear distinction needs to be kept between the different types of weddings and venues, so this might be a good idea.

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No, I think it should be up to a higher authority, presumably the register office

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

What do you mean by "safe" and "dignified"? Structurally safe? Safe from attack? This is far too woolly, and needs to be clarified.

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

With the provisos above - needs more clarification / tighter definitions and so on

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Surely the absence of witnesses is a vital error, as marriages should be public?

Consultation Question 58:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUCF-V

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-03 10:12:52

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

NA

Other

Please expand on your answer:

NA

Other

Please expand on your answer:

NA

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:



Couples I work with have reasons for choosing certain locations and venues that are meaningful to them or particularly convenient for guest travel etc.
But are restricted to choosing only venues that have been registered that do not have the same relevance or meaning. This also dictates when they can
get married to certain hours which may not be what they want.

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This will significantly enhance a couples freedom to choose the location they desire without impacting on their movements in the time prior to their
wedding

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

three days;

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Sadly due to the Covid19 pandemic the whole nation has become more technically capable and familiar with video conferencing platforms therefore it is
a natural evolution that this be applied to marriages as a logical development. Both officials and couples should be much more familiar with this and with
the ability for further interviews in certain circumstances this should make the process much more flexible and comfortable for couples.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There should be no issue declaring the officiant where this has been clearly defined. However circumstances change and there should be a process to
easily amend this without penalty to a similar trained and authorised officiant.

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 13:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Independent Celebrants have a crucial role to play in providing choice for couples who do not have any particular strong belief- religious or non-religious -
and want the freedom to reflect this within their marriage ceremony. Couples should NOT be penalised in who they can choose to officiate their marriage
simply because they do not subscribe to any specific set of beliefs. Every couple should be given the same freedom to create a marriage ceremony that
truly reflects who they are without compromise or subscription to frameworks they do not believe in.



Please share your views below:

Independent celebrants should be trained, regulated and authorised and subscribe to the same legal and administrative processes as any other
officiating body in order to ensure the validity and legality of marriages. This could easily be managed by a professional body or unified certification
process.

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is crucial is giving couples choice and freedom to have a wedding ceremony that truly reflects who they are as opposed to force fitting their desires
into a pre-conveived format they do not subscribe to.

Consultation Question 44:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

na

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is an important factor for couples who feel they would like to include a light religious element such as a prayer or hymn to satisfy their own beliefs or
family requirements but do not want a fully religious format.

Please share your views below:

A prayer, hymn or Bible reading as an element of the ceremony but nothing religious in regard to the specific legalities of the marriage itself.

Consultation Question 46:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is crucial in ensuring that couples aren't penalised where they have a specific location or time that is particularly meaningful to them. Modern life is
no longer Mon-Fri 9-5 lived in the neighbourhood you grew up in. Life has become more diverse and 24-7 and modern wedding legislation needs to
relefct this otherwise it will put off couples who cannot have the ceremony they want.

Please share your views below:

There should be no limits to where a legal marriage can occur - the legal process and the Responsibility of the celebrant to ensure all legal matters are
fully adhered to would negate the need to exclude any location from this. With the legal process and trained and regulated officiants it shouldn't matter
where the wedding is held.

Consultation Question 49:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

No

Please expand on your answer:

Couples should have the freedom to hold their arrive ceremony wherever they want to with a ceremony that reflects whatever their specific beliefs are.

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As stated previously the officiant should be trained and responsible to analyse if there are any risks or issues to the proposed venue being used.

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

A professional trade body operating to represent wedding venues.



Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If it should be the outcome that a wider scope of people are allowed to officiate marriages this would be a huge benefit to millions of couples but must be
regulated to ensure the validity and quality of all officiants.

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Conpassion needs to be shown in the urgency of such weddings and there should be circumstances where the usual process can be quickened or
negated .

Consultation Question 64:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(1) the same fee as other cases in which the registration officer must travel to the person giving notice, set nationally on a cost-recovery basis; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Many couples feel as though they have to compromise on their marriage ceremony - there is always a sacrifice. Thr choice is either a fuly religious
ceremony which is legally binding, a fully non-religous ceremony that is legally binding, or a hybrid semi-religious, where they want want it & when they
want it but that isn't legally binding. It is currently very fragmented for couples to get the exact ceremony they want and this is forcing disatisfying
compromises.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

The current marriage legislation does not reflect the current way in which couples and wish to celebrate their union. They are currently forced into out
dated formats, venues and timings that don't enable them to create the special ceremony they want to reflect their lifestyle and beliefs in a simple and
convenient way.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUCQ-7

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-03 10:25:18

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I agree with this but do feel that this should also relate to what is said and done in the ceremony so not to belittle the seriousness of the vows being
made. Also I think we need to specify what we mean by dignity and solemnity as that is open to interpretation.

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

When a person is getting married they must be at the ceremony in person. If you allowed them to express their consent to marry in other ways then it
could just be a signature that is required which makes it open to misuse.
Just requiring an expression of consent is a big change from the public declaration that has been required so far at weddings. The public declaration is
crucial to marriage ceremony from a legal perspective.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Getting married is a serious commitment and allowing the parties to decide the form of the ceremony would belittle the seriousness of the occasion. In a
wedding you are publicly declaring your commitment to the other person and therefore society has an interest in how this is undertaken.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Forced marriage is still a problem in our society today and allowing public access to a wedding can help to protect against this issue.
Also a wedding is a public declaration of commitment and therefore not allowing public access would indicate that it was a private matter.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This again undermines the seriousness on the vows being undertaken if a wedding can take place anywhere. You could have someone getting married at
Tescos!

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This needs further clarification or guidelines on how the officiant would know what is safe and dignified.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUCR-8

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-03 10:35:17

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

not applicable

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

not applicable

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

not applicable

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

not applicable



Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

As an independent celebrant, I only officiated 3 wedding ceremonies this year - all of which had been moved and/or brought forward to accommodate
local restrictions. All other wedding ceremonies have either been cancelled or moved to 2021/2022.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Given the current time frames this is extremely limiting to international couples who would like to marry in England and Wales

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

three days;

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Without having knowledge of the figures regarding sham or forced marriages - I expect that the greatest proportion of marriages in England and Wales
ARE indeed straight forward applications to formalise loving and consensual relationships. I agree that interviews should be permitted remotely - with the
option for in-person interviews where concerns arise.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Yes. As an independent celebrant, many of my couples - although British - live outside the United Kingdom but choose to return to England for a wedding
ceremony in front of family and friends. The ability to give notice in their country of residence should be permissible.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

In principle I agree, however not all couples have chosen their officiant at the time of the schedule being published. I have been requested to officiate
ceremonies with less than a 1 or 2 week notice (in one instance it was 72 hours due to COVID). Whilst this is NOT common practice - it would put added
administrative time pressure on the registration service to reissue a schedule in such a short space of time.

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Given the unprecedented circumstances 2020 has thrown at us - it became very apparent how important it is to have a 'back up' in the event of sudden
illness.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

I believe that they should be made available publicly online - in the same way that a civil ceremony would be.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

In my opinion - a 'non-religious' ceremony or officiant should not be bound by a belief system or organisation. I am a non-practising Christian who would 
not be permitted to officiate a legal ceremony. I do therefore belong to a 'Non-belief' organisation. 



Couples should be able to select their own officiant/celebrant. They should not be nominated by a governing body or organisation.

Consultation Question 24:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

As an independent celebrant I find that many couples are of mixed faiths e.g. one of them could be practising while the other does not. There should be
an option for 'blended ceremonies' to be officiated by a person who embraces all or no faith.

Please share your views below:

Yes. Professional associations/organisations with accredited and trained celebrants/officiants.

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Yes. Whilst a wedding ceremony itself can be held in an informal environment with a 'theme' that the couple choose (rustic, Disney etc) - the act of
marriage itself should remain lawful and moral and sincere.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Yes - much in the same way that the Captain of a ship is able to officiate a wedding.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Providing the officiant is 'fit and proper' with a a credible track record, they should be able to make a profitable business and a living from officiating at
weddings. Fees are often based on experience. A celebrant with 10 years experience should be not limited to earning the same fee as a celebrant with 3
months experience.

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

On the proviso that the ceremony is not restricted in the same way that they currently are. Couples should have the freedom to have the ceremony and
content of their choice - in a location of their choice, however the officiant should fulfil the legal obligations in the correct manner.

Consultation Question 37:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

What if, like me, although formally trained by a training organisation, I no longer (by choice) currently belong to an professional (training) organisation?

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Readings/verses from the Bible, hymns, prayers.

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

My wedding couples may chose to have a reading and a hymn in outdoor ceremony - but they might also like a full church blessing at another time. Why
would they not be given this choice?

Consultation Question 47:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

A ceremony should have the option of being private, way from public access

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Providing the legal requirements have been met, the ceremony should be permitted anywhere

Consultation Question 49:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

No

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Guidance would be welcomed, prohibitive restrictions would not. For example - if two experienced Scuba divers want to marry under water, and the 
officiant was also an experienced Scuba diver - there is no reason why that should not be seen as a safe & dignified wedding. The same could be said for



saying 'I Do' on horseback in a field for equestrians. 'Safe & Dignified' is different for each person and should not be DETERMINED by the General Register
Office - guidance is good!

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

If the venue/location frequently hosts weddings (e.g. landowner of a field) the landowner, together with each of the suppliers have a role to play to ensure
that their respective service meets safety standards.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Unless age requires that parental consent is necessary, why does the parents' information need to be detailed and why is occupation even relevant?
Many people are estranged from their parents. Witness information could suffice.

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Private yachts and sailing boats

Consultation Question 71:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

There should be a deadline on what is deemed 'reasonably possible' - 12months? All boats have to go in to port on their travels to replenish supplies, and
open water/seafaring boats have technology and equipment that permits them to submit information & in many instances (scanned) documents. The
office of a harbour master for example, could be used to access a postal service or technology to submit a schedule.

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(1) the same fee as other cases in which the registration officer must travel to the person giving notice, set nationally on a cost-recovery basis; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUCS-9

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-03 10:40:09

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This is not enough. Please define 'dignity & solemnity of marriage'.
Also the content of the ceremony, not just the officiant's attitude, needs to be solemn & dignified.

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is far too lax.
Couples must be present at a marriage ceremony.
There should be a prescribed form of words.
Marriage is a public matter, not purely private and 'do-it-yourself, as-you-like-it'.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Again this is far too lax for the same reasons.

It makes nonsense of the whole concept of a marriage.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Open doors are essential, because of the danger of forced marriages- not to mention other reasons, connected to the public nature of this event.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

a venue for a wedding ceremony needs to be appropriate for the occasion- not just anywhere you like.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This is too vague. There need to be strict safeguards.

No

Please expand on your answer:

It should not be left to the officiant to decide.

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

The proposals trivialise marriage yet further than at present, and so even if there were an increase in marriages (which is questionable), this would not be
a benefit to society.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUCK-1

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-03 11:27:21

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

We chose to have a non-religious, humanist ceremony because this most closely aligns with our beliefs and values.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

We understood that our marriage would not be legally recognised, in an ideal situation we would have wanted to have a legally recognised humanist
wedding but under the present law this is not possible.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

For us, we decided that it was more important to be married in a ceremony that best fitted with our beliefs and values than have the legal recognition. We
wanted to be able to be involved in shaping our ceremony so that it was personal and reflected who we are as a couple as well as be married by a
humanist celebrant who also shares our beliefs.

It was also important to us to be married in a location that was meaningful to us and, at present, the venue we chose would not be eligible to become a
legally recognised wedding venue.

No

Please expand on your answer:

While we have not yet experienced any direct consequences we are very much aware that we do not currently benefit from some of the protections
legally recognised married couples have and this is of concern.



Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

The main legal barrier we faced was that humanist marriages are not currently recognised by law. It was very important to us to be able to have a
ceremony that best fitted with our beliefs and values.

We also wanted to get married outdoors in a place that was meaningful to us and the venue we chose would not have fitted the current legal criteria for a
wedding venue.

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUDK-2

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-03 11:29:05

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

N/A

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

-

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I am married and the marriage is recognised by law

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Consultation Question 2:



Please share your views below:

N/A

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

N/A

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is an important step in anyone's life and 7 days' notice should be regarded as minimum advance notice to one another and to fellow citizens.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

A large proportion of our lives are conducted and regulated online, so an advance notice of marriage should come into that category too, provided
in-person interviews do take place (to ensure the parties are who they say they are)

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is an important step in anyone's life and 7 days would not be an impediment to anyone giving appropriately serious consideration to such a
step.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Remote interviews could be engineered to fit sham or forced marriages or could hide lack of capacity to consent

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

It should continue to be possible for notice to be given as mentioned in question 8.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, provided that online display is not the sole method of displaying notices.

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

On the basis that 'the schedule' is the defined term 'Schedule' in the Consultation Paper, a time limit on the authorisation of the wedding seems desirable
and 12 months seems reasonable.

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Yes, provided that any Schedule amending the officiant is required to be given at least 1 calendar month before the wedding.

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

No. The appointed officiant should be conversant with the details of the couple and should complete the requirements of the role except in the
emergency situations noted in question 11.

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

The banns should published on-line as well.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Marriage is a partnership of equals and both parties should give equal declarations.

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The officiant needs to be able to exhibit appropriate authority and have responsibility for ensuring the legality of proceedings. One officiant should be
adequate, not 2.

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Properly authorised registration officers should be able to officiate or at least participate, in church weddings too. The proposed restriction is
unnecessary.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I agree with part 1, but civil ceremonies cater for people who are non-religious.
I don't agree with part 2 in that officiants should be required to demonstrate an acceptable level of understanding and competence of the responsibilities
and duties required.

Consultation Question 24:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

I believe minimum criteria should be specified for an organisation to be classified as a 'non-religious belief organisation' rather than the above approach.

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

20 members is a pitifully low threshold. 100 would be less likely to be open to unscrupulous or unethical manipulation.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Purposes that are contrary to public policy or morality is a vague notion and could be used to undermine legitimate and lawful organisations and prevent
them from nominating officiants. It sounds horribly subjective.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

You'd expect an authorised medical person to sign a death certificate so by the same token, authorised officiants should have to register and be
accountable.

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a serious step and those authorised to conduct marriages should have to register and be accountable. If just anyone can apply to be an
independent officiant, that would undermine marriage as an institution and be open to abuse.

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consent is a fundamental aspect of marriage and the clear giving of consent, publicly, should not be watered down; 
consent should be given by each party orally, the only exception being if a participant does not have the power of speech;



each individual should confirm that there is no impediment to that individual being married; 
an established religion or organisation should be able to provide details of its wedding ceremonies to the General Register Office and obtain approval for
that organisation's recognised ceremonies. Individuals should not have any right to model a ceremony in an individual style, that in all likelihood would
not reflect a solemn, long-term commitment.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It should not be possible to 'design' a marriage ceremony. It is a far more serious step than designing a tee-shirt or a bespoke dress, and should be
treated in a serious, thoughtful manner .
It is perfectly possible for couples to have a formal ceremony followed by as quirky an event as the couple then wish to have.

Consultation Question 44:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A marriage ceremony needs to have clear elements to be a formal, legally recognised event. These can be easily incorporated into the format of other
groups, such as those noted in the question .

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

After a civil wedding ceremony, the couple should be free to conduct whatever additional ceremonies or services they or their religions/communities
expect.
See also the answer to question 44 above:
A marriage ceremony needs to have clear elements to be a formal, legally recognised event. These can be easily incorporated into the format of other
groups, such as those noted in the question .

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Whilst weddings are personal to the couples involved, they are also public declarations and should remain open.
By ensuring that weddings are open to the community, there is a measure of safeguarding against forced marriages and other undesirable practices.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Why?
Marriage is a serious commitment by the couple concerned.
It should be both a solemn and joyous occasion.
To be able to have a wedding between rounds at a local pub or in more bizarre locations, totally undermines the seriousness of the commitment that the
couple should be making to each other.

Please share your views below:

A wedding should be conducted in an appropriately registered location.
I do not think any of the above are advisable/suitable.



Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a serious commitment by the couple concerned.
It should be both a solemn and joyous occasion and accessible to the public to witness the solemnisation of marriage.

Consultation Question 50:

No

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Venues should be approved.
To place responsibility on the officiant to see that a location is suitable places an unnecessary burden on the officiant and is open to abuse, coercion etc.
Casual nomination of any old location undermines the serious commitment the couple is making.

Consultation Question 52:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Venues should be approved.
To place responsibility on the officiant to see that a location is suitable places an unnecessary burden on the officiant and is open to abuse, coercion etc.

No

Please expand on your answer:

Venues should be approved.
To place responsibility on the officiant to see that a location is suitable places an unnecessary burden on the officiant and is open to abuse, coercion etc.

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

in both English and Welsh

Consultation Question 56:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

I do not think the current law discourages or prevents couples from marrying.
A low cost Registry Office ceremony can easily be arranged and once the formal process is completed, it can be followed by whatever event the couple
wish to have or their particular part of the community expects.

Consultation Question 86:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

A low cost Registry Office ceremony can easily be arranged and once the formal process is completed, it can be followed by whatever event the couple
wish to have or their particular part of the community expects.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I see very few benefits in a large number of the proposals.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUUV-X

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-03 12:35:33

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

United Kingdom Society of Celebrants

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Response on behalf of an organisation

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

n/a

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

n/a

Other

Please expand on your answer:

n/a

Other

Please expand on your answer:

n/a

Other

Please expand on your answer:

n/a

Consultation Question 2:



Please share your views below:

n/a

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

98.2% of our members weddings were cancelled from 23/3 - 31/12/2020.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Agreed – Comments – This will make it easier for couples from abroad wanting to marry here. At present the law makes it expensive financially and in
time to comply with the residency requirement and it deters couples from marrying here.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Agreed – Comments - To give notice online and attend an interview later makes it easier for couples.

Consultation Question 6:

three days;

Please expand on your answer:

Three days – Comments – This should allow sufficient administration time as well as lessening the burden on couples from overseas.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Agreed - Comment – An appropriate power to include. If in the future, it is needed then this power could kick in and really assist couples at that time. Yes,
a face to face interview option is necessary where a sham or forced marriage was suspected.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Continue the exceptions – Comment – To stop these existing exceptions would restrict some couples and go against the proposals to make the process of
marrying easier.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Agreed – Comment – The current system is out of date and inappropriate. Notices displayed in Register Offices are hardly looked at. A far more suitable
and accessible system would be online.

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Agreed

Consultation Question 11:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

1) Agreed – Comment - The officiant should be named so that it can be clarified that they are authorised.
2) Agreed – Comment – Yes definitely, a revised schedule detailing the new officiant should be provided in cases where a couple changes their celebrant,
but the system of doing this needs to be speedy and straightforward.

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Agreed

Please share your views below:

Agreed – Comment – Other instances could include: Family emergency, death or illness of close family member, domestic crisis and there will be others.
However existing celebrants mostly already operate with a circle of colleagues for just such emergency and unforeseen situations and are therefore likely
to be able to locate a substitute authorised officiant in these cases.

As a rule of thumb - no - but must be a fast process for such applications to be considered.

Consultation Question 13:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Disagree – Comment – The proposals seek to make the process easier so a wider view in making it possible to have banns read anywhere is preferred.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

1) Disagree – Comment – This would be extremely difficult to implement as infrastructure lacking to carry out such checks. It would be extremely
burdensome.
2) Disagree – Comment – This would seem to be against the aim of simplifying the process.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Absolutely, however, the arguments here are that there are obvious concerns about forced marriages but most clergy do meet with the couple and it
would be hoped that any concerns would be dealt with then. The clergy do not have the resources at hand that registrars do to assist.

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

1) Agreed 
2) Agreed 
3) Agreed



Comment – It will important that all authorised officiants are clear about how consent is given and that they have undergone the mandatory training on
their rights and responsibilities. The resulting system would be far more straightforward than the existing.

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Agree – Comment – When considering ‘overlap’, there is an inevitable question about whether registration officers can also act as independent celebrants.
This gives rise to many further questions. Could they legally be prevented from doing so? Should they not be permitted to operate outside their local
authority employer’s area? Should they be allowed to use their current or ex-registrar status to promote themselves as independent celebrants?

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Agree – Comment – This will provide cost saving for Local Authorities and couples as there is no need for two officiants.

Consultation Question 22:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Liverpool Diocese is an example of training and authorising independent officiants under the Church of England umbrella. This would make it appear
preferable NOT to nominate officiants based on the office they hold in the Church. However, it could be that it just is not practical for the Church to keep
changing names.

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

1) Agreed – Comment – A public list to be made available
2) Agreed – Comment - A public list to be made available

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Agree - Comment – ‘Secular’ needs defining carefully.
The suggested definition is probably the best available at the present time, however there is a concern around a definition for organisations calling
themselves ‘non-religious belief’ organisations. If the definition is too loose then numerous such organisations with dubious frameworks will spring up in
order to be able to conduct legal marriages. If the definition is too tight then it will deter genuine organisations. HUK’s membership of the National
Secular Society (NSS) contradicts their professed position of being a non-religious belief organisation.

Please share your views below:

Agree - Comment – A list is very difficult to draw up and there will always be exceptions, the emphasis needs to be on criteria for becoming such an
organisation.

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

1) Agreed – Comment – 20 seems low. 20,50,100 ? What figure?
2) Agreed

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Agreed



Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Comment – There are different ways of seeing this. If they nominate by office held, the officiant is automatically ‘off the list’ as soon as they leave office.
The burden on these organisations keeping very up to date lists in practice may be impossible, although probably better in theory. A comparison : A
coroner is most often not a medical person – a doctor conducts post-mortems on their behalf – the coroner could not complete the PM personally in
these circumstances.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Agreed – Comment - Yes definitely.
Reasons include:
• Gives couples a much-needed choice in who conducts their wedding ceremony.
• Celebrants can include different cultural and faith elements in a ceremony that can be tailored to the couple’s exact needs.
• Numbers of celebrants are increasing as couples want this choice.
• Celebrants having the ability to conduct legal marriage will attract more couples to get married, as they can have the ceremony they want.
• Financially, celebrants are increasing in number so to allow them to conduct legal marriage will grow the sector still further, including attracting couples
from overseas.
• England and Wales is out of step (and far behind) other countries where independent celebrants have been successfully conducting legal marriages for
years.
• This would make the countries of the UK more similar in how marriages are conducted.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Agreed – Guidance needed on what constitutes ‘fit and proper’.

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

1) Agreed
2) Agreed
3) Agreed – Comment – The mandatory training provided by the Registrar General’s Office will be very important. The UK Society of Celebrants is the
largest celebrant professional body and training organisation in the UK and offers any assistance to the Registrar General’s Office in creating the
mandatory training that will be required.

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Agreed – Comment – It is agreed that the belief system of religious and non-religious belief organisations should be paramount and they should not make
a profit from conducting weddings, however, how would this to be monitored?

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Agreed - Comment – Independent celebrants need to run their celebrancy business independently and fees do not need to be limited as market forces
will prevail. However, further consideration of what constitutes a conflict of interest is required. Some independent celebrants may also provide other
services such as catering or a venue. Guidelines on how they may or may not act will be important.



Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Agreed – Comment – Defining ‘dignity’ and ‘solemnity’ is difficult as it is viewed differently by individuals. However, this needs clarity and breaking it down
into elements such as appropriate clothing, wording and actions maybe helpful in defining the guidance on this. The UK Society of Celebrants as an
executive member of the Wedding Celebrancy Commission offers to help with information on what may be viewed as appropriate.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Comment - Religious content should be permitted in a civil ceremony but wording around this issue is important. It would seem appropriate that an ‘act
of worship' is not appropriate but what constitutes an ‘act of worship? This is difficult to define and so the responsibility for this lies with the officiant.
Other elements might be bible readings, hymns, prayers, use of symbols and religious music. There should be as little restriction as possible but clear
guidance provided by the Office of the Registrar General. It is worth bearing in mind that a couple will have decided not to have their ceremony led by a
religious officiant so volumes of religious requests are unlikely. Will religious ministers be allowed to include pagan rituals (hand-fasting, hoop & wand,
broom jumping?)

Consultation Question 46:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Agreed – Comment - Weddings should be able to take place anywhere. The existing system of approved venues is restrictive to approved premises and
outdoors restrictions. However, there will need to be some guidance for nominated officiants about what to look for in approving a location. The UK
Society of Celebrants as an executive member of the Wedding Celebrancy Commission is well placed to assist with examples of ceremony locations that
are requested.

outdoors,, on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

Only limitations due to Health & Safety Risk Assessments

Consultation Question 49:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Comment – If these restrictions are not introduced then potentially guests and even couples could be confused about what sort of ceremony is being
held.

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

1) Comment - The Local Authority Registration Service is best placed to create and maintain such a listing.
2) Comment - It should start with a list of current venues approved for marriages with this feeding into a national online register. To stay on the
pre-approved listing and ongoing assessment (CPD), say every 3 years, could be carried out.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

3) Comment - this can include adoptive parents but what about foster parents or someone with no parents at all (ie from social care)

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Nominated authorised persons in prisons, hospitals and hospices as well as care provision agencies. These individuals would be ideally placed to assist
couples where one or both are incapacitated or on an end of life care pathway.

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:



Agreed – canal boats, paddle steamers, lifeboats, ferries, yachts, cruisers, military vessels are all examples of other possible, appropriate locations.

Consultation Question 71:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Data on demand of this type are scarce. Anecdotally, having asked our members - many have conducted Committment & Vow Renewal Ceremonies and
on cruise liners.

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Agreed – Comment – the fee needs to be ‘reasonable’.

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

1) Agreed
2) Agreed - Option 2) is preferred.

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(2) there should be no fee.

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Discuss - 1) The UK Society of Celebrants believe that current law discourages couples from marrying.
• Civil marriage processes are currently bureaucratic, lengthy and complicated and couples don’t always understand them.
• Register office access and appointments are often difficult for couples under the current system.
• Venue limitations means that couples cannot have their wedding in a location personal to them, such as their parent's home.
• A couple pays high fees in many cases to hire an approved venue or attend a register office for a statutory ceremony which is highly restricted.
• Costs have become far too high in approved venues for couples under current law so many will not in fact marry because of this.
• If a celebrant - led ceremony is required then couples also have to hold two events, usually on different days. The Wedding Celebrancy Commission has
a vast amount of research and information about the difficulties couples experience with this system - couples really dislike this system and want just one
event.
• Couples want more choice in the content and more personal content. They might want to reflect differing cultures, recognising their backgrounds and
want the content to be totally personal and unique.
• Who can marry a couple is highly restricted under the current law. Couples cannot have an independent celebrant or a person from a non-religious
belief organisation conduct their legal marriage. Therefore, they are less likely to marry at all.
• The current law is old and inappropriate in many areas and is out of step with marriage law in much of the rest of the world and our fellow UK Citizens
in Scotland and Northern Ireland.

2) Undoubtedly lifting the current legal restrictions as per the proposals in this document will result in the effects listed in 1) above and more couples will
choose to marry.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Discuss - We are in regular contact with practicing wedding celebrants and have numerous examples about how availability and costs of register office 
weddings affects couples. Stephanie Pywell's research into 2x2 weddings supports this. 
 
It difficult to book a 2 x 2 marriage, and virtually impossible to find any details on many council websites. Couples really do have be very determined to 
get one of these ceremonies, which it is their legal right to have! 
 
Very limited dates, times and locations are available in many areas and the practice of deregistering marriage rooms and, making them approved venues 
and charging high fees for their hire happens in many local authority areas. 
 
2) Approved venues pay fees to be ‘approved’ and checked as a venue suitable for legal marriage. These additional costs are then passed on to couples 
and they have to have a certain number of weddings to justify these costs. So only larger and more expensive venues are usually 'approved premises',



restricting choice for couples. 
 
If couples choose a non-approved venue, they must hold two events to become legally married. Not a good choice for couples. 
 
3) The costs of marrying in registered places of worship: 
This is really a matter for the various religious organisations as the costs incurred will vary enormously. 
 
4) Couples can hold a ceremony that is not legal, such as a celebrant-led ceremony, in non-approved venues plus the register office 2 x 2 ceremony. This
is costly but still could be cheaper for couples than having the whole event at a venue approved for legal marriage. The cost implications are currently a
minefield for couples. 
 
5) Forcing couples to have to have two events is more expensive for couples, travel costs etc. It is more difficult to arrange and decide who should attend.
Couples do not like this system.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Discuss - 1) Register office weddings will still be available under these proposals. Some couples will want the statutory only ceremony.

The removal of 'approved venues', means that the deregulated marriage rooms offered by local authorities will become more subject to market forces as
these local authority owned ex-marriage rooms will have to compete in the wedding venue market as any other room for hire.

2) This will lead to large cost savings for couples. Many couples will choose a private home or outdoor location for their wedding.

3) Without the need to travel to have a separate legal ceremony or have registrars attend a venue just to do the legal formalities, couples will experience
large cost savings.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

1) The current law is expensive for couples. Approved venues are expensive. The costs of venues are so high that it prevents couples going ahead with
marriages.

2) Two registrars attending a wedding at a weekend is costly, but many couples believe they have no other choice. Registrar availability is limited, and
dates need to be booked often years in advance to ensure a couple can have the time and date they require.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

1) For venues to be able to host weddings without lengthy and complicated pre-approval processes is by far a preferred system for couples, for all venues
and for the wedding industry as a whole. The flexibility this will provided is exactly what is needed. It will make currently unavailable locations freely
available and open up choice for couples.

2) Registration officers should become more available to conduct weddings as there will only be one registrar required.

3) This will have a huge impact for couples and the wedding industry as a whole. In particular, independent celebrants work alongside couples in
professional, creative and flexible ways, by allowing freedom of location, couples will truly be able to have the wedding that they want to have, where they
want it, not that which is just what they can have under the current restrictions.

4) Undoubtedly the wedding industry, with venues alone thought to be worth currently £5bn pa (upwards of 1/3 of the value of the £15 billion wedding
industry per annum) will grow rapidly in terms of number of venues hosting weddings if these proposals are implemented.

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

1) The current law allows local authorities to charge high fees for hiring decommissioned marriage rooms and for registrars attending approved venues
to conduct marriages. The income from approved venues will be less under these proposals.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Whilst fees from approved venues may be less, local authorities will be able to offer a less restricted service themselves. They will be able to conduct
weddings in other locations including outdoors and be a more attractive choice to couples who may choose to use their service, without being compelled
to do so. Additionally, there are other elements of these proposals, such as the organising of a pre-approved location listing where new income will be
received.

Consultation Question 89:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

1) The current law continues to drive couples away from England and Wales to other countries to marry, not least Scotland. For all the reasons set out in
this document, marrying here is not an easy process and does not give couples the choice they currently demand.

2) Current law in England and Wales is not inviting to couples. Being able to get married how they wish, in places they wish, is too restricted and the
current residency laws put off a lot of couples.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

1) Freeing up who can conduct marriages, the locations they can be held and establishing simpler preliminaries will greatly reduce the number of couples
travelling elsewhere to marry.

2)The attractiveness of England and Wales as a wedding destination under these proposals will escalate hugely. It will become easier to marry here and
have the type of wedding required in any location.

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Currently couples are prevented from being legally married on ships if they are in international waters. This reduces this market sector considerably and
does not attract ships to be registered in the UK.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

The effect on the maritime industry and ships being registered in the UK can only be positive in all respects if these proposals are implemented.

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

1) The Office of the Registrar General will incur administrative costs in setting up a system for authorising nominated officiants. However, fees charged
should more than cover this and contribute to other much needed funding requirements.

Local authorities will save by only using one registrar to conduct a marriage and this will be more cost effective. They will lose the approved venue fees
but will be able to charge for setting up the pre-authorised venues listing and have more opportunity to promote their wedding services in wider
locations.

2) All businesses in the wedding industry will benefit from these proposals as they give greater flexibility of venue and will attract more couples from
overseas to marry here. New businesses will also be encouraged to set up.

3) It is certainly the case that 'proper' non-religious belief organisations will benefit from these proposals as, if implemented, people with those views will
be able to have the ceremony they wish.

4. Independent celebrants are a growing market sector of mainly self-employed small businesses. Conservatively estimated turnover on weddings of £46
million pa (3700 celebrants conducting 25 ceremonies pa @ £500 per). This will increase if these proposals are accepted. Celebrants who become
authorised officiants will grow their businesses. Demand already exists from couples for celebrant-led ceremonies, reflecting how many there are now
practicing. The volume of ceremonies conducted by celebrants will increase, again conservatively estimated as 40% in the first full year. This will improve
the financial situation of hundreds of small businesses in England and Wales.

5) Couples undoubtedly benefit financially more than anyone if these proposals are implemented as couples would then be able to have the wedding
they want with the person they want leading it and for a cost they THEY determine.

They will save money by not having to use approved venues, many will use private homes and outside locations and the cost saving will be huge for them
in just location costs. They will not have to pay for two registrars to attend their ceremony or have two ceremonies at different locations. They will benefit
hugely!
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Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

While it is right that officiants should have a duty to ensure that marriages take place in a way that is appropriate to the magnitude of the commitment
being made, this proposal is not sufficient as it stands. Officiants should also have a responsibility to ensure that the content of the ceremony -- not just
their own role in it -- upholds 'the dignity and solemnity of marriage.' In order for them to be able to do this effectively, the terms 'dignity' and 'solemnity'
need to be defined much more clearly in this context, particularly with a view to ensuring that rigorous standards are maintained.



Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

When entering into a commitment as comprehensive as marriage, it is reasonable to require both parties to be present when they enter into it. Simply
signing a marriage schedule relegates this important step to being just another ordinary contract. Marriage is a social institution that has been legally
defined, not simply a private arrangement between two people, and there is value in requiring this to be explicitly expressed. It is already possible to
include considerable variation in the marriage ceremony. The affirmation of a relatively small number of particular statements relating to one's ability and
willingness to enter into a marriage are not too much to ask.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Because of it legal and societal importance, marriage should be taken extremely seriously. It is not simply an expression of two individuals' love for each
other, but the establishment of a binding, lifelong commitment in the eyes of the world, similar in some ways to a citizenship ceremony. Unofficial
wedding ceremonies have already included a wide variety of themes ranging from Star Wars to woodland fairies. Would this be considered appropriate
for citizenship ceremonies? Neither is it appropriate for the formal entry into marriage.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is the voluntary, life-long commitment of one person to another, and it establishes the couple as a new social and legal entity. The 'open doors'
requirement reflects the public aspect of this new relationship. Historically, this requirement has also been a safeguard against forced marriages, a
protection that, sadly, is still needed today.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It may be beneficial to allow a somewhat wider variety of venues in special circumstances, e.g., churches without their own premises, but weddings
should only be allowed to take place in appropriately formal venues.

Please share your views below:

If weddings on water or 'in the air' are being considered, 'safe' and 'dignified' seem to be interpreted so broadly as to have very little meaning. Solemn
public ceremonies are recognised and validated in part by their context, and this context is valuable. Marriage should not be taken any more lightly than,
for example, a public official taking an oath of office or receiving a formal commission. Few would consider restaurants, private homes, even amusement
parks appropriately dignified venues for such events, and they should not be held appropriate for the formalisation of a marriage, either. This does not
place unacceptable limits upon individuals: celebrations following a marriage can be held anywhere, and couples are already free to do so.

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Given that the proposals do not clearly define the terms 'safe' and 'dignified', it is very difficult to see how the suitability of specific venues would be
assessed. Current limits on legal venues and procedures for weddings do much to ensure that marriage is not trivialised or treated lightly but is regarded
as a significant and solemn undertaking that is both unlike any other and important not only for the couple involved but also for society as a whole.
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Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:
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If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.
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Please expand on your answer:
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Please expand on your answer:
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Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:
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Consultation Question 4:
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Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:
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Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:
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Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:
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Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:
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Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:
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Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:
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Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:
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Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:
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Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

I feel that the proposals expressed in this consultation does everything to demean the original and purpose of the marriage commitment as it was in the
past and further undermines the family tradition causing break up of families where now many single parents struggle to look after their families and
many children are growing up without good role models.
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Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:
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Please expand on your answer:
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Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage should be as part of the vows made to commitment for life (as far as this is possible) and a commitment to raise children in the safe
environment of the family. This not possible in all cases but it still should be the stated aim and commitment.

Consultation Question 43:
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Please expand on your answer:

It makes a mockery of the concept of Marriage.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:
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Please expand on your answer:

It was for the whole community to support the couple and only fair that if there were reasons why the couple should not be wed - it should be publicly
made known
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Please expand on your answer:

Lacks any kind of control

Please share your views below:
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Please expand on your answer:
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Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:
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Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:
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Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:
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Please expand on your answer:
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Please expand on your answer:
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Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

Doesn't seem long enough.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

I think in person is better.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Yes continue

Consultation Question 9:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Please keep in as it is

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Why, what other circumstances other than above

Consultation Question 13:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not sure why this change

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

People live in one parish but attend a church in another parish and may want to get married there, so banns should be read in both churches.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Surely this already happens and if not, they should have the authority to do so.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

At the moment a couple getting married by common licence have to attend together before a registrar and then the licence is issued, so this should
continue.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

For people of the Christian faith, marriage is a religious commitment first and foremost.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Many churches rely on civil registrars to register weddings as they don't have their own authorised person.

Consultation Question 21:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not sure why the change

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Why are you making things so much more complicated? at the moment you have a church or a registry office.

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

"contrary to public policy or morality" is too subjective. it would risk those with unpopular but entirely legal views being excluded from nominating
officials. The test should focus on objective criteria. these could include promoting purposes that are illegal or support illegal activity.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Currently wedding officiants are either highly trained registrars or religious representatives who are likely to have strongly held beliefs on marriage.

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But see my answer to Q29

Consultation Question 36:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The "prescribed words" are very important. A wedding is not an entirely private matter.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is far more important that a legal wedding ceremony reflects the seriousness of the commitment the parties are making than that it is personalised to
the couple.

Consultation Question 44:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

You either have rules or you don't, please leave this as it now is.

Consultation Question 45:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A civil ceremony is just that, please leave as it is. If a couple has a civil wedding, they can follow this with a blessing in church.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Please keep as it now is.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

"open doors" requirement is a valuable part of wedding day celebrations making it clear that marriage is not a private affair but rather it is important to
society as a whole. It is also a way of protecting against such things as forced marriage and bigamy.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I am concerned that it is unclear what safeguards will be in place to prevent unsuitable venues being used. How will the dignity of such ceremonies be
guaranteed? Venues must not detract from the solemn occasion of the wedding.

Please share your views below:

see above
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Other

Please expand on your answer:

see my concerns above

Consultation Question 50:

Other

Other

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Civil weddings are non-religious, please stop confusing the issue.
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Please expand on your answer:
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Please expand on your answer:
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Please expand on your answer:
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Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:
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Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

The Church of England does not recognise same-sex marriage.
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Please expand on your answer:
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Other

Please expand on your answer:

why the changes?
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Consultation Question 60:
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Chapter 11: Special types of wedding
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Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

please leave as it is to distinguish between civil and religous weddings
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Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered
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Please expand on your answer:
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Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered
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Consultation Question 80:
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Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:
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Please share your views below:
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If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:
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Chapter 4: Preliminaries
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Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

A definition of dignity and solemnity is needed to ensure these are rigorous and formally assessed.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Removing the requirement to be physically present and utter the prescribed legal wording would undermine the solemnity and importance of the
commitments being made. A marriage is a legal union and must involve standard public declarations to reflect this, there is already significant freedom
available to personalise vows and add to the standard wording.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The setting and form of the ceremony should reflect the seriousness and solemnity of the marriage commitment and be appropriate for this, not just
suited to individual preferences.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The open doors requirement emphasises that marriage declarations are a public commitment to society, in which the state has an interest - removing
this would encourage a wrong view of marriage as a purely private affair with no effect on society.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Venues should be selected based on their appropriateness in emphasising the seriousness and importance of the lifelong commitments being entered
into.

If a church does not own its own building but meets in a community centre or school this proposal would mean these places can be included which would
be a positive thing.

However this should not be used to legitimise inappropriate settings such as underwater or while skydiving, which do not showcase the significance of
the vows being made.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

No

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Churches often do not own their own building but may worship in a community centre, school or theatre building on a Sunday, for example - these types
of secular venues should be legitimate venues for religious ceremonies in such contexts.

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This should be legally prescribed to avoid officiants approving inappropriate locations such as underwater or in the air, which do not highlight the
significance and solemnity of the ceremony being undertaken.

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

All locations should be safe and dignified but this needs to be clearly defined with examples of what does and does not meet such definitions. There need
to be safeguards to prevent this from being abused.
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Please expand on your answer:
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Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:
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Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences
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Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:
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Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:
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Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:
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Please expand on your answer:
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Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:
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Please expand on your answer:
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Please expand on your answer:
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Please expand on your answer:
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Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:
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Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees
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Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:
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Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:
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Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 78:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:
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Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:
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Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Many churches like are small and do not have an authorized person at present but can marry a member with a registrar present. A church based
wedding is immeasurably significant to Christian families as it takes place in their regular place of worship for many years. The potential need to have a
civil ceremony in order to legalize the solom promises of marriage unto death removing the whole reverence of the occasion to more like a side show.
Quite the opposite of how the Christian Church family see one of the most important sacraments of our faith. Furthermore due to the infrequency of the
occurrence there would be the risk on infringement of the law due to the unfamiliarity.

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

The trouble with this loose definition is that popular ideas and morals are frequently opposed to sound biblical instruction. Popular ideas by definition
are fluid whereas the bible is unchangeable for good and Holy reasons. Christians are often cast as people with unpopular ideas and they would suffer
prejudice although their ideals were not illegal.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I oppose any action that would undermine by action or appearance the serious life long covenant which is traditional marriage between a man and a
woman. History has demonstrated that standard slip and morality becomes subject to self gratification. Such a new morality will not benefit the cohesion
of marriage to withstand the many difficulties of life and children. A freelance celebrant would tend towards THE LOWEST COMMON DENOMINATOR and
within a few years risk becoming a self indulgent pantomime all but destroying its distinctives.

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is not and should never be implied that it is a purely private matter. This is why prescribed words are important. Particularly so in this day when
there is such strong opposing views as to the importance of marriages. These are a solom occasion and whilst much freedom exists the reason for a
public declaration is self evident. Marriage, families and therefore society is and would be poorer if a slide into showmanship extravaganza be allowed to
continue. Marriage is and should remain always an event which is more than just a piece of paper from the government.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This allows people to customize their wedding day to suit there personal whims and fancies. Non legally binding ceremonies are available where anything
goes already and always will be. It is totally inappropriate to gloss over this amoral approach by granting them the opportunity to add a legal option
without maintaining an appropriate degree of solemnity. Once commercialization kicks in the sky will be the limit appealing to the temporary emotional
gratification where money is king not devoted permeance.



Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A marriage is such an awesome commitment that the need for a public declaration not only adds to the significance of the occasion but acts as a
safeguard. It permits public scrutiny of the vows and people involved. Without this bigamy or forced marriage would be easier to hide.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

This needs carful legislation to take into account the use of churches that currently meet in safe rented premises but to not permit or encourage
disrespectful or unsuitable (brothels for example) or trivial (eg underwater) bringing the whole occasion into the realms of hedonistic entertainment . The
solemnity of this once in a life time commitment must be protected. A lighthearted free for all would obviously be the conclusion where the loser will be
the couple who will have not understood the seriousness of this hallowed instituting and divorce or a broken homes will be the result when parents get
bored with each other and head off for another emotional high leaving as often seen an inevitable trail of emotionally distressed, damaged children.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUU9-1

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-03 13:28:15

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Other (please state)

If other, please state::
I am the Director of a Limited Company

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

three days;

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Yes, this would cut back on a lot of the red tape associated with getting married at the moment.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I fully agree. As a trained Celebrant, at Diploma level, and with many years experience as a professional social worker, I feel I have the skills to complete
these tasks.

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is where their knowledge and skill set lies.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If they have the knowledge and skills needed, there should only need to be one registration officer present at a civil wedding.

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I believe that all officiants, regardless of whether they pay to belong to a non-religious belief system, should be able to deliver these ceremonies. I am a
celebrant with humanist beliefs, but I do not pay to subscribe to the organisation. This should not hinder my clients from having the non-religious
ceremony they desire and deserve.

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Independent Celebrants

Consultation Question 25:

Other

Please expand on your answer:



Apologies, this question is a little confusing. I believe that couples should have the choice about who officiates their wedding, along with when and where.
Allowing Celebrants to officiate weddings, whether they belong to an organisation or not allows this freedom of choice.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

All acts of marriage should be lawful. I would need to know more to answer this question.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I would need m ore information to answer this question.

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I am happy to authorised and included on a public list of officiants via the General Register Office.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I absolutely agree with this. CPD is extremely important and I welcome the opportunity to train and learn the legal requirements in order to perform the
role.

Consultation Question 32:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I don't feel I can make a comment on this.

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I agree. Officiants offer different services in there packages with are accounted for in their fees. As a Celebrant, I would continue to tailor my services, in
addition to the mandatory legal requirements, in accordance with my clients needs and wishes. This would differ between clients and officiants.

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



I agree. As a celebrant, I am in an excellent position to do this as I often spend months, sometimes years, getting to know the couples I work with.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

At present, I agree that the General Register Office is best placed to advise on the legalities of marriage.

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

YES!!! A lot of clients have chosen to use my services instead of a registrar for their ceremony as they want the freedom to choose when, where and how
they exchange their vows. The legal paperwork is done before at the registry office and they see this as just that, legal paperwork. It is important for them
to plan their wedding celebration ceremony (as it is now) exactly how they want to. Their vows are important and so is the setting and schedule.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 46:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

We want as much freedom and choice for our couples as possible.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes! A lot of my clients choose me because they wish to have an outdoor ceremony. Some are put off this idea as I am unable to complete the legal
paperwork, despite this being the wedding of their dreams. In my opinion, the vows of marriage are best exchanged in an environment where the couple
feel relaxed, open and in tine with each other. I f they choose this location it is more likely to create this environment.

Please share your views below:

No, there should be no restrictions, as long as it is safe to do so.

Consultation Question 49:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The officiant will be able to visit the venue and access its' suitability.

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If the location is regularly hosting weddings its makes sense that they have pre-approval. This would save time and money.

Please share your views below:



Apologies, I would need more time to think about this.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

No



Please expand on your answer:

I believe that officiants, such as trained celebrants, would be able to fulfil this role.

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes!! This makes so much more sense for couples and for all those people working as Celebrants who believe in marriage.

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Again, I believe that a Celebrant should also be able to complete these tasks. I do agree with the fee though as long as it includes travel costs.

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Registration officers are paid a salary. If it is outside of working hours then this is fair enough. However, it is within normal working hours then just travel
expenses should be paid.

Consultation Question 81:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Only if this goes beyond the normal working hours.

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 84:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I would need more information on the exact cost.

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

The current laws and the current circumstances have definitely prevented couples from getting married. There are not enough registry office slots and
registration officers for the demand. People want a personalised ceremony that represents who they are as a couple. They are unable to get in to registry
offices for the 2+2 weddings which would allow them to have the ceremony they desire that matches their beliefs, so they are postponing and potentially
cancelling.

If Celebrants were able to carry out the legal paperwork, as they are in many other countries, a lot more couple would be able to get married when, how
and where they want to.

There would also be an increase as Celebrants are able to include religious and non-religious content. This allows people from mixed faiths/cultures to
marry in a way that takes both of their culture, religious beliefs and personal beliefs into account, which, in turn, will promote marriages.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

1. There is not enough availability at registry offices. The costs in some registry offices are significantly higher than that of a celebrant led ceremony and
with no personalisation.

2. There is so much variety across registry offices in terms of cost at approved premises. Some of my clients initially got in touch as I am cheaper but then
saw all the additional benefits of my services.

3. I can't comment.

4. As a Celebrant, I charge a standard fee for my services. However, getting married in an unlicensed venue could save the couple thousands of pounds.
For instance, having the ceremony in their back garden, on the beach, park, etc would save them a lot of money.

5. The cost of having a separate legal ceremony does put some clients off. However, it is more the fact that they have to have two ceremonies. They
would love to be able to do the legal paperwork with me at the same time as saying their vows.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

There are so many benefits to couples under the proposed scheme.

1. There would be so much more availability for couples, including extending the hours they can marry to 24 hours per day. They also have the potential
to save hundreds/thousands of pounds which means that many more couples will be able to marry. So many couples do not get married as they cannot
afford to.

2. Being able to marry in any location, means that couples can set their own budget and get married when they choose. As long as they have their fees for
their officiant (and there will be a range of costs to suit all budgets due to a range of fees) then they will be able to marry. I know all my current and
potential clients would love to hear that the world is their oyster in terms of venue.

3. I am certain that I would have a significantly higher amount of booking if I was able to to do the legal paperwork, having to do a separate ceremony
does put some people off in the very early stages. They love the service that I provide and the freedom of choice but are often frustrated that the law says
they then have to have a separate ceremony to make it legal and incur more charges to do this.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

1. I work with two unlicensed venues  They lose lots of potential customers are they are not 
licensed premises. However, the amount of weddings they do have has increased since I got in touch to do the wedding celebration ceremonies there. 
these venues cannot afford to get licences and therefore, they and the couples that would love to get married there, miss out. 



2. During the pandemic, I have been contacted by many venues as registration offices have been unable to attend for weddings. Of course, they are
aware my service is not a legal ceremony and so are the couples, but it means a wedding celebration ceremony can go ahead and the venue and the
couple do not miss out. Allowing Independent Celebrants to complete the legalities would generate so much more business for venues and more couples
would be able to marry. Who knows if we will have a situation again like this in the future? We are better to be prepared.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

1. The government/local authorities would gain money through training, authorising and monitoring officiants to deliver the legal ceremony.

2. Businesses would benefit financially from the proposals as they would be able to host more weddings, including those that are currently not
authorised. This would be a big boost for the economy.

3. I can't comment.

4. This would mean an increase in small businesses and the income we receive. As an independent Celebrant I welcome these changes for myself and my
clients. Any costs to myself would be met win the increase in business.

5. I can only see a reduction in costs for couples and therefore, and increase in the amount of couples that will be able to get married.





Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Face to face verification with appropriate ID is necessary to reduce "sham" marriages or forced marriages

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

in person interviews should be a legal requirement. all other ways can lead to abuse such as impersonation etc

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This would affect many non conformist churches such as ours who do have have a recognised registrar.

In our own case, my wife & I were married in a Baptist church that did not have its own registrar but in the presence of a duly qualified registration officer.

One of the Law Commission’s goals is that “the ceremony that is meaningful to the couple should be recognised by law”. This can happen at the moment
in churches that do not have an authorised person, by having a civil registrar to register the marriage.

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:



While superficially they could be merit in this suggestion. It would need to be very clearly defined. Such as prescribing organisations that support
polygamy or child marriage or other practices that are currently against the law.

It should not be allowed to discriminate against organisations & churches that hold to the traditional belief that marriage is between one man & one
woman.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

at the moment civil registrars & religious representatives are highly trained & are likely to have a strong view of the importance & solemnity of a marriage
ceremony. Allows any other types of "celebrants" may risk trivializing the ceremony or risk abuses being missed.

Some times people choose an independent celebrant because they have been refused a ceremony by an official body (for good reasons). This would lead
to either the law being broken or marriage being trivialised.

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

All participants should be required to say verbally that they know of no impediment to being married. This should be done in public (the ceremony needs
to be in public open to all). This is to prevent possible abuse.

all parties should state orally & in writing (by a register) that they consent to be married to each other.

"Prescribed words" are a traditional safeguard that works well & provides a minimum protection. it is not broken.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage & a wedding ceremony as well as being personal & family affairs, are a statement in public of commitments by each party into an estate
recognised by law. As such it needs to retain a sense of solemnity & importance. In order to benefit from legal privileges, it needs to be in public & up to a
certain standard that befits its recognition.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:



for many who do not have recognised religious celebrants or buidings, this is the only way open to them.
it is common practice in countries that only recognise civil ceremonies

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

a wedding is not only a private or family affair, but a declaration in public of what is being said & done.
allowing public access is part of the declaration that what is happening is part of the "public good" & is also a safeguard against fraud or abuse.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

While this would be of benefit to churches such as mine that meet in a community hall, the legislation should have more robust safe guards to define
what is "dignified & safe".

Only venues that meet well defined criteria should be allowed to hold legally binding wedding ceremonies

Please share your views below:

Part of the suitability test for such venues is are they safe & dignified & is public access to the ceremony easy & guaranteed.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a public declaration that is of societal benefit & is a public good. As such it is a public declaration that should be open to the public. This is to
demonstrate its public benefit & to prevent abuse (forced marriage, polygamy, bigamy, under age marriage etc)

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

how much the officiant is being paid is a vested interest that prevents them doing a proper assessment.

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There needs to be agreed guidelines

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUU5-W

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-03 13:37:13

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

So many of my ceremonies have been cancelled or postponed that my financial situation is in peril.



Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This requirement is obsolete

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

In this era of both Covid and technology we should be as flexible and proactive as possible

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

Surely the same day would suffice?

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Use Zoom. Registrars are trained to spot anomalies. Celebrants could also be trained. Many of us have training in and backgrounds in safeguarding.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Please continue

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Continue as before



Consultation Question 14:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I have no opinion

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

On line?

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This should be expanded to suitably trained, registered, insured celebrants who undertake regular CPD.

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I strongly disagree. Couples of no faith, other faith or mixed faiths should be able to have a service that is far more flexible and appropriate than that
conducted by Registrars currently.
They should not have to be burdened by additional costs. The Equality Act should cover this.

Consultation Question 21:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I disagree that the emphasis on Registration officer. It could be one celebrant as per my previous answers

Consultation Question 22:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I have no opinion

Consultation Question 23:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

It should not be limited to Humanists.
Celebrants offer faith based services that blend ancient and other beliefs



Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There may be many people who profess to be humanists but very few are registered to conduct weddings. By restricting change to Humanists many
other minority groups would be discriminated against.

Please share your views below:

Would this be too limiting?

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I strongly believe that couples wishing to marry must have greater access to a legal wedding without the extra expense of having to go through an
additional Registrar led service. The is inequality currently with those people who choose a one step wedding.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

This should be by a case by case basis. Maybe Registrars should be able to audit authorised groups and officiants. They could also be part of an education
and authorisation process.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

See previous answers

Consultation Question 32:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Double jeopardy and conflict of interest.

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Within the belief system

Consultation Question 36:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

That guidance should be a framework only of the legal phrases that must be incorporated into the ceremony.

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There should be the ability to challenge or appeal to a higher body. Also the ability to provide evidence that the GRO has acted outside its authority.

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This should not be limited to Registrars or Humanists. Please include secular / civil celebrants

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Undertake a risk assessment prior to agreement of venue

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Risk assessment.
Definition of dignified?

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Officiant to risk assess and if unsure request Registrar approval

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Partly.
I do not agree with point 3. It may cause distress to some parties.

Consultation Question 55:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Sooner rather than later.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Would this harm women of Islamic faith?

Consultation Question 61:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Please increase access and improve definitions regarding terminal illness to widen the portal.

Consultation Question 63:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It may delay the process until too late

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Covid is a case in point.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

All registered officiants / celebrants should be included

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Unless electronic provision is authorised. If do it should be contemporaneous

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Or officiant

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As an option rather than a requirement

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Only if requested by the officiant after a risk assessment.

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Not for profit

Consultation Question 80:

Other



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Sliding scale reductions

Consultation Question 83:

(2) there should be no fee.

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

The proposals fall far short of this objective.
By including independent celebrants who are:
Members of a recognised professional body
Are suitably insured,
Have undertaken recognised CPD (broadly similar to health care professions)
and
Are authorised by a regulatory body
More couples from broader belief systems or agnostic views would give a Solomon undertaking to marry.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Point 5:
Those couples who want a ceremony that meets their hopes and aspirations that is outside the current definition of a legal marriage are discriminated
against.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

1. availability of registrar 2+2 weddings is derisory. It forces couples into much more expensive options. Couples tell me that some offices only provide
slots in single figures per week. With Covid some offices are backed up.
2. Remove approval as it stands. It increases costs to couples who are at a financial disadvantage.
3. There should be one service / ceremony that can have a suitably qualified and certified person officiating.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

1. The ability to comply with current requirements and meet the cost can be the difference between survival and going under. Especially during the
pandemic.
2. The lack of availability reduces choice and the costs of attending are way too high. Especially with so-called duo marriages.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :



1. Please change current regulations
2. There are not enough officers. They are not able to meet many couples’s needs and they are not flexible
3. Increase access
4. Although business opportunities are not the main reason for this consultation (I hope) it would undoubtedly increase access, competition and choice.

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Increase ability of registration officers to improve registration of birth and death services.

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

My concern is always with women coming from abroad to marry. I believe there should be further safeguards for this group - whatever the outcome of
the consultation.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

1. Should be neutral or reduced
2. Reduction of costs
3. Slight reduction
4. Increased costs to those independent officiants due to compulsory CPD Registration etc.
5. Reduction in costs



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUU7-Y

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-03 13:57:57

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

I believe both of the couple should make separate declarations to allow equal rights

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I believe all officiants should be able to deliver ceremonies, whether or not they belong to a non-religious belief organisation.

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Absolutely. I believe all officiants, whether they belong to a non-religious belief system or not, should have the right to officiate marriages.

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

I believe a couple should have the right to choose where they can get married, as long as they have permission from the land owner.

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered



Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUU3-U

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-03 14:07:13

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

N/A

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

N/A

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

We are legally married and in church (CofE)

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Consultation Question 2:



Please share your views below:

N/A

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

N/A

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No people need to be in a registered address for a year and to give a months notice.

This should prevent forced marriages or inappropriate rushed decisions.

Consultation Question 5:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No people need to be in a registered address for a year and to give a months notice.

This should prevent forced marriages or inappropriate rushed decisions.

A registrar needs to see the people for the same reasons.

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

a month or 4 weeks

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

No people need to be SEEN and to give a months notice.

This should prevent forced marriages or inappropriate rushed decisions.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

As long as the other person in SEEN well before the marriage.

Consultation Question 9:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes - but also at the place of the marriage and in the local newspapers.

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not sure - I see no reason NOT to continue.

Consultation Question 14:

No

Please expand on your answer:

What are the chances of that happening ? !!!

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

In the church but also in the locality - eg newspapers.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes and Yes

This should prevent forced marriages or inappropriate rushed decisions.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes I agree

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Anglican ministers are acceptable.

Consultation Question 21:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I am happy for Anglican ministers to officiate but in other situation an approved registrar is requited.

This should prevent forced marriages or inappropriate rushed decisions.

Consultation Question 24:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Unsure

Please share your views below:

Unsure

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Anglican services are acceptable.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Anglican ministers and only approved registrars.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

One should avoid extortion.

Consultation Question 34:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I don't understand the question

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Guidance not mandatory. But NB the C of E is very good.

Consultation Question 37:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not sure - lots of checks may be necessary if the person is known to have committed a crime.

Consultation Question 38:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This may be open to abuse.

Consultation Question 39:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This may be open to abuse

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

1 b should continue. A last chance to raise a concern.

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Acknowledgment that the marriage is' before God'.

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is good to follow up a civil ceremony with a church service if they wish.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Keeping doors open to allow objection ....

This should prevent forced marriages or inappropriate rushed decisions.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Locations should be reverent and not flippant.

on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Access by one and all should be available for free during the wedding ceremony. 



This should prevent forced marriages or inappropriate rushed decisions.

Consultation Question 50:

Other

Other

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Don't really comprehend the situation..

But is should be possible for an agreement to be reached.

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Unsure

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

No

Please expand on your answer:

English or English and Welsh.

This should prevent forced marriages or inappropriate rushed decisions.

Consultation Question 56:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Open to abuse and failures of systems.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Witnesses and signatures are important

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I think so.

This document is framed in complex language and I am well qualified.

No

Please expand on your answer:

A formal approved marriage ceremony is essential

Consultation Question 60:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not sure of the risk of this.

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

I know some people have been forced into a marriage to take unfair access to an estate.

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

And proper notice to be given

Consultation Question 64:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I've no idea

Consultation Question 65:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

But as long as it's okay to plan a wedding say two years in advance.

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No to remote - as this could be open to abuse

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Risky ?

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Unsure

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This should prevent forced marriages or inappropriate rushed decisions.

Consultation Question 69:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This should prevent forced marriages or inappropriate rushed decisions.

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

This should prevent forced marriages or inappropriate rushed decisions.

Consultation Question 71:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Why not

Consultation Question 72:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Unsure

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Unsure

Consultation Question 74:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Unsure

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Unsure

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Unsure

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Unsure

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Normal fees

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Unsure

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Unsure

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Unsure

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Unsure

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Everything should be done decently and in order.

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Unsure

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Unsure

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Unsure

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Unsure

Consultation Question 90:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Unsure

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Unsure

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

Unsure



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUUT-V

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-03 14:34:34

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:



No

Please expand on your answer:

It demonstrates a seriousness of intent towards the marriage and helps ensure the identity of the person.

Consultation Question 5:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It needs to be made clear what the commission means by dignity and solemnity.
There need to be guidelines in place governing not only the conduct of the officiant but also the content and tone of the service, ensuring that the dignity
and solemnity of the marriage service itself is upheld. The location of the service would also need to be monitored in order to maintain a right tone.

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There should be an overall body to which all are accountable. This would prevent groups from “shielding “ their own and preventing abuse of the system.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As long as they are not being designated unfit because they are unwilling to perform certain things because it goes against their personally held belief
and conscience.

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



See previous answer

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

People need to attend their own wedding ceremony, not simply sign their agreement.
They should also personally and publicly declare no known impediment.
Part of maintaining the dignity and solemnity of marriage is adhering to an accepted form of words. Marriage is a public ceremony and undertaking. It is a
legal undertaking not simply a personal agreement. The marriage ceremony has been legally defined and accepted as an integral part of society
recognised for bringing stability both for couples and their offspring. It is a serious undertaking and not to be devalued by couples being able to simply
say and do as they think fit. There is sufficient leeway and flexibility within services using prescribed words for couples to personalise them.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As stated previously marriage is not simply a private agreement where anything goes and its dignity and solemnity are best upheld by using the set forms
of service. It is a public declaration and commitment with both social and legal implications and interest.
Reports of some unofficial ceremonies have looked more like pantomime performances and a denigration of the seriousness of the undertaking.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The open doors policy for weddings is an important reflection of the place of marriage in society and its public nature. It can also be one way of
protection against forced or sham marriages .

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Venues need to be appropriate and reflect the serious and public nature of marriage.
Because of the place of marriage in society, venues need to be places that are recognised as fitting by the public and accessible to them.

Please share your views below:

See above.
In case of terminal illness a ceremony might be sanctioned in a private home or hospital but this would be an extreme circumstance, not the norm.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As previously stated.

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Keeping religious and non- religious group venues for like minded groups would prevent offence being given and beliefs being a bone of contention.

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Before officiants are given the responsibility of declaring a place both safe and dignified what is understood by these words needs to be expanded and
made clear.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUC4-A

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-03 14:46:10

About you

What is your name?

Name:
Rev 

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

The Church of England

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

I was due to officiate at a number of weddings which have all been postponed due to the Pandemic.



Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

Whilst recognising the potential cost implications for a couple living away from a district, I feel that rushing a wedding should not be possible due to the
serious nature of the union being entered.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:



Having had my own banns read in 3 church buildings - the city parish I lived in (but I was unknown), the city parish my bride-to-be lived in (but she was
unknown - because we worshipped together in a different parish in the city), and the parish she grew up in and where we were married - I know how
ridiculous the current system can be, although rooted in good intentions historically !

The public nature of marriage, supported by Banns reading, could be continued with Banns also being published online for all weddings, as well as read
in the Church building where the wedding is to take place.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes.

As an Anglican clergyman this both ensures peace of mind for the minister, shows couples the weighty wonder of marriage, and enables appropriate
checking in a way that protects from emotional manipulation etc.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes.
That way both are taking responsibility for their own declarations, and the other is not liable for deception for matters that have been hidden from them.

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:

This ensures consistency, and could reduce additional paperwork amongst all the parties involved.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:



Other

Please expand on your answer:

It is insufficient to class a 'belief about marriage' as valid just because it is 'sincerely held'.
Someone may sincerely believe that marriage only lasts 24 hours ... or is only valid between a human and an animal...

This opens the door for a complete redefinition of marriage and the resulting societal chaos from emotional damage etc. from a word being used to
mean entirely different things.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

This is already a dangerously live question.
The Church of England defines marriage as between one man and one woman.
The Government includes same sex couples within 'marriage' and there are increasing moves to legislate against any 'bigots' ('contrary to public policy or
morality'!) who do not recognise/discriminate against/advocate/promote same-sex marriage.

If this idea proceeds it would not be long before the Church of England is banned from conducting marriages !

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

This is already the case for Church of England clergy.

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

There is a danger here of anyone setting themselves up as a marriage officiant and offering marriages that are entirely led by the wishes of those wishing
to marry, threatening the wonderful ,seriousness of marriage.

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Is 'guidance' sufficiently strong?
Can it not be ignored ...?

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a public act of commitment.

To remove the need to orally commit to it (for those able to communicate orally) is to consign its seriousness to the small print that is not read.

Also to remove the need to say there is no impediment removes part of the joy of the promise of two people declaring that they are free to commit
wholeheartedly to one another.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Whilst personalisation can and does happen, to make it entirely user led is to open the door to innovations that undermine the public solemnity of
marriage.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Why would you stop this tradition?

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a public act.
To enable marriages to be entirely private opens the door for both coercive abuse and secret commitments which contradict the nature of marriage.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The location should match the solemn nature of marriage, preventing use of Theme Parks etc.

outdoors,, on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

As above.
The location should match the solemn nature of marriage, preventing use of Theme Parks etc.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a public act.

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Would mere 'guidance' be strong enough?

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a public act, so there should be witnesses present for it to be valid.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Personal commitment is needed as well as public belief.

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Could this proposal - that may have some validity for Naval personnel - be abused for 'theme' weddings on boats etc. ?

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YFDJ-J

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-03 14:58:42

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Other (please state)

If other, please state::
As a professional Independent Celebrant

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

As a Celebrant, all my 2020 weddings were either postponed or cancelled. Those who cancelled got to a stage of feeling so stressed about the whole 
thing, they couldn't engage with the process positively. 



At times, I was party to the confusion about whether a Celebrant led wedding could go ahead or not. 
 
I anticipate that some of the postponed and new 2021 bookings will also need to be postponed or cancelled. 
 
I received feedback that uncertainty about whether a legal marriage could take place or not plus the very restricted and clinical guidance for Registrar
weddings would take the joy out of the ceremony. One of the couples did manage to undertake their legal marriage in July and have postponed their full
ceremony (ie of their choice) to 2021. 
 
Some of my bookings for this coming year are due to the demand for Registrars and so some couples have been 'forced' into needing two separate
ceremonies.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Use of remote technology makes perfect sense.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This will give the chance for a relationship to begin early in the process. I often receive feedback that one of the joys of working with a Celebrant is that a
relationship develops. Where as under current arrangements, couples do not know who the Registrar will be and the ceremony (with the Registrar) can
often feel faceless, administrative and impersonal.

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is how I operate at the moment. I would always seek an appropriate replacement Celebrant if absolutely needed. At the moment, we are also dealing 
with potential self isolation.



 
I would urge that any substitute is well thought through in terms of the couple's needs and preferences - again this way, it would cease to feel like an
administrative task. Eg if I were to seek a Celebrant replacement for any ceremony, I would think carefully about who I would approach.

Please share your views below:

No. It is important that the couple has choice in who they work with. Ceremonies should be person (couple) centred.

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

This allows for a couple to choose. Those who are members of the Church may wish for the whole process to be managed by the Church.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As an Independent Celebrant, I am hopeful that the government will decide to allow us to conduct civil weddings.

Consultation Question 21:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

One officiant (including Independent Celebrants) is ample.

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Professionally trained Independent Celebrants are very well placed to become officiants.

I firmly believe in a person(couple)-centred approach to all ceremony work and that couples should have a full choice of who conducts their marriage.

This would also ensure that couples do not feel conflicted or compromised about having more than one ceremony to meet their wishes and needs.

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The majority of Independent Celebrants have undertaken extensive professional training to enable their role. We are ideally placed to put together the
legal aspects of marriage with the skillset of holding ceremony and the creative crafting of a ceremony.

Professional training and CPD about the legal aspects will be a critical part of our toolkit.

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Returning to the starting point of the couple being in control of their wedding - I would anticipate that each couple will not only consider their budget,
they will also be proactive in deciding who brings the right personality, skills and experience - and be willing to pay for this accordingly.

As a professional Celebrant I have undertaken extensive training and bring a variety of professional and life skills to the role which need to be valued
appropriately.

I would like you to take into account what happens in Funeral Celebrancy as this demonstrates how 'fixing' a fee impacts. It is convention within Funeral
Director circles that Funeral Celebrants are paid the same rate as the clergy - and yet, in most cases, a whole hearted Funeral Celebrant puts in many
more hours than a minister, who can rely on the liturgy. For me, each Funeral is totally unique and worthy of personal investment, energy and creativity. I
know that my skills and experience are worth way more than the 'clergy fee' and I have found it very disheartening that there is an expectation that I
come cheap. I would therefore find it very challenging if I was told what I could charge for a wedding.

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I pride myself in being fully independent. It is critical to my role. None of this is about my values and beliefs - I am serving each couple according to their
values and beliefs (person centred) - religious, spiritual, non-religious.

Consultation Question 35:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Dignity - yes. Not sure solemnity is the right term - perhaps there is something about gravitas/importance.

Consultation Question 36:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

There is probably a balance to be struck here. Yes, it will be important for guidance on the specifics of the legal side of things and there should be as
much freedom as possible beyond this (this is why couples choose Independent Celebrants) - so that a ceremony can be crafted and conducted from the
perspective of each couple. Creativity is a critical part of how most Independent Celebrants work - please don't stifle this.

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Or possibly a role of professional bodies eg Association of Independent Celebrants (thinking along the lines of the BACP for counsellors?)

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Really important and welcome - thank you.



Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Absolutely. This is another reason that some couples have felt they've needed to choose a Celebrant - they want to include some religious or spiritual
content - perhaps a short blessing or reading - or they want to interweave two different faiths or belief systems.

Eg I have done one ceremony that included Christian and Pagan content.

Again freedom for the couple. Brilliant.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This would be amazing for so many couples who wish to have their marriage at a place of their choosing - eg home, garden, countryside. It once again
puts the couple at the heart of the matter.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

An officiant should be as open as possible about wedding locations. However, there may be some reasons that a couple be advised against a particular
location - eg health and safety or if the location may cause offence. However, one officiants view may differ from another so I suggest caution about this.

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

How to define 'dignified'? What is dignified to one couple or officiant may be different to another couple or officiant? Subjectivity.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes re safety. Dignified - see answer above.

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

What does 'frequent' mean in this case?

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes and no. I don't think it is necessary for the parties' parents to be included as for some individuals, it may be distressing for their parents names to be
added (some primary care givers are not parents, there are estrangements etc). I see no need to include occupations - why is this relevant? If parents do
need to be included, wonderful to see that it would now be inclusive of gender.

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 58:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

1. Registry Offices often have very limited options for booking a statutory wedding ceremony (ie Just Monday or Tuesday mornings), which is often what
the majority of the couples I work with want. Or they wish to have, say both sets of parents present rather than just 2 witnesses. This often means that a
couple is 'forced' into booking a bigger, more expensive room - and then, I notice that they become conflicted about who to invite and they no longer
have control over their wishes.
2. Can be very expensive
3.
4.Often these locations are cheaper or free in terms of basic hire
5.This is something that is problematic under the current system, with couples having to pay for a Registry Office marriage as well as their ceremony of
choice (Celebrant led). Also see point 1.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

1. Costs should be reduced I would have thought.
2. and 3. Potentially massive savings.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :



Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

4. There would be increased costs for me - eg additional training, registration, CPD and I would need to offset this in my fees.
5. Couples would have much fuller control over their choice and their spend. I would anticipate a reduction in overall wedding costs as in particular a
wider array of venues/locations become available. Couples would not have to abide by Wedding Venue rules ie must use in-house caterers etc. Couples
would not need to pay for two separate ceremonies.



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUUY-1

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-03 15:00:00

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Non Applicable

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This decision would impact negatively on registration officers who can currently officiate weddings at my church-changes in the law will prevent this.
I feel this will impact negatiely on couples requiring specific ceremonies within their churches.
Already 50% of places of worship use registration officers to officiate civil weddings.
Please don't change this.

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

I'm not happy wit this proposal because it could impact on people who have views on morality that do not reflect popular culture. The latter changes with
time. 'Contrart to public policy or morality' is far to vague a term to use when considering changes to legislation.
Much more objective criteria should be used.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Allowing independent officiants to authorise legally binding marriages opens the floodgates to all and sundry-many of whom would undermine the
constitution of marriage. Currently independet officiants oversee wedding ceremonys that can involve almost anything. The proviso is that they are not
legally binding-please let it stay this way.
Marriage could become a joke-and the potential for ensuing divorces and the devastation that that can have on familes' well being is huge.
It also opens up the flood gates for marraige to become a viable financial market.
Finally independent officiants can oversee ceremonies that pick and choose what they want in terms of religious beliefs-undermining any sense of moral
standards.

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Exisiting prescribed words form the basis of a marriage ceremony and two people's commitment to one another. Removing them could make the
ceremony meaningless.
Marriage is an expression of public commitment to one another-what is the point of having a ceremony if no words are spoken?
There is already enough legal flexibility within the marriage ceremony for couples to add to their own personal stamp and be creative.
We have to have some foundation-otherwise 'anything goes' and marriage could become almost unrecognisable.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Personalisation has its place but it should be the icing on the cake so to speak and not the foundation of the ceremony.
Allowing people to do whatever they want could see the dignity and seriousness of marriage and the wedding day taken away. Why dilute something as
important as the commitment of marriage and the wedding into an institution that embraces the largest common denominator in terms of appeal and
popularity?
People will marry on a whim-and divorce likewise.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Marriage ceremonies are to be celebrated. Weddings are expressions of PUBLIC commitments-that is the one of the points of the ceremony isn't it?
Making weddings more secretive could also pave the way for forced marriages and bigamy.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

outdoors,, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

There are obvious benefits to this proposal, especially where places of worship hold their meetings in schools or community centres.
However there are also areas of concern in changing current laws.
The proposal does not stipulate any boundaries that would be put in place in order to ensure wedding ceremony venues would still uphold the dignity
and solemnity of marriage.

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

NA

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:



Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

three days;

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

I agree, it should be possible for interviews to take place remotely.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

I agree, it should continue to be possible.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

A substitute officiant should be able to act in other circumstances.

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

I agree with 1 and 2.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

I agree that both of the couple should be required to make separate declarations.

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

There should be NO limit to weddings in any particular venues.

Consultation Question 49:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

1. It should be between the General Register Office and the venue owner.

2. A representative from the Official Register Office could visit the venue, conduct an audit and the results posted online.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Not that I am aware of.

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Any type of vessel that is deemed safe and proper by the officiant.

Consultation Question 71:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Not known.

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(1) the same fee as other cases in which the registration officer must travel to the person giving notice, set nationally on a cost-recovery basis; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUUJ-J

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-03 15:12:16

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

 celebrant

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Response on behalf of an organisation

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Na

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I didn't know there were any other options

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Na

Consultation Question 3:



Please share your views below:

I am a new celebrant and have been unable to work

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

In this fay and age it is unnecessary ID checks can be performed just as effectively without being registered

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

three days;

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Yes but this does have the potential to be abused

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

I agree with proposal

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Good professional practice

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Other

Please expand on your answer:



Uncertain of implications

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Agreed

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Agreed

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No as this is as prescriptive as a religious definition. People should be entitled to marry without having to adhere to a belief system

Please share your views below:



Civil ceremonies Ltd should be listed as non affiliated

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Agreed

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Agreed

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

And have had recognised training such as provided by Civil Ceremonies ltd

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Don't understand question

Consultation Question 33:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

That would be dictated by the area they live and the requirements of the ceremony. These services because of their bespoke nature can vary in price

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not sure of implications

Consultation Question 35:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Uncertain this could pit huge financial burden on celebrant

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Other



Please expand on your answer:

Uncertain of implications

Consultation Question 47:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Unlimited only determined by local control re crow control environmental impact

Consultation Question 49:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Other

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Dignified? One man's poison!

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Land owner, local authority

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Whatever is safe and seaworthy

Consultation Question 71:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

I do not have any relevant information

Consultation Question 74:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Uncertain

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

2

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Couples should have the right to marry in a place of their choosing and in line with their belief system

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUU2-T

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-03 15:14:47

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

 Celebrant

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

No need to keep confidential

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I am not married

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

As a priest I often take Religious Wedding Ceremonies due to them being in a same sex relationship or wanting something that represents their inclusive
Christian Nature. These will always be preceded by a legalisation in a statuary ceremony at the Reg Office.



Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

This has been hard as celebrant ceremonies have not always been allowed to happen

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Only in as much as who sees them, it is a bit like who hears banns of marriage in church?

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I think this will make it easier, especially in a Covid situation

Consultation Question 6:

three days;

Please expand on your answer:

I think as long as paperwork has been checked and the confirmation can be emailed that is fine. 3 days does mean if people are travelling to Cornwall
then they can arrive just a few days before the ceremony

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

I think there needs to be some face to face consultation. In may previous role as a CofE vicar, I would want to see couples face to face and see the original
of any paperwork etc

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

I have no views on this

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I think this is an excellent idea as I said earlier who sees them currently.

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I think this makes sense.

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I think this makes a lot of sense

Consultation Question 12:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I think that as long as the replacement is "approved" and the original schedule shows all checks have been done then this is fine

Please share your views below:

I cannot think of any other reasons

Consultation Question 13:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The whole system of Banns is a farce. In my experience the congregation do not know the couples unless they turn up to here their banns, and now the
CofE has all the qualifying connections the couples may not even live locally.

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

of course this need not stay on the statute books

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

I think Banns can cover a lot of places, it is not inconceivable that Banns can be read in Three or four places. I prefer the option of another way as Banns
are no longer suitable for purpose.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

I think Meeting together is fine and I of course you need to check documentation, unless it has changed since I was in CofE parish ministry all I needed
was to see the Decree Absolute

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

If Banns go this is one way but I would be inclined to treat CofE Weddings like the con conformist ones

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:

I think this option makes more sense

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

In my experience of taking services with the registrar present in a non CofE church the only requirement is: They make suitable statements that they are
free to marry and suitable statements that they take each other as husband and wife.

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



I think this is true, they are employees of the state and there for civil

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It makes sense, although currently one writes the registers as the ceremony takes place, they will have to do like many church clergy who write them
beforehand

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Certainly yes for the CofE as the established church

Consultation Question 23:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not all who would be officiants may be part of a large organisations, as a celebrant I am part of nothing and totally independent. My Church is part of a
small denomination.

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Humanism is a belief structure. Often people look to a celebrant ceremony as they would like some religion.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I think 20 people may be a bit too many,

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

I think this makes sense

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

I think nominating individuals is important

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I whole heartedly agree with this

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes an excellent idea



Consultation Question 30:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I think the GRO is the best person for this.

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I think the mandatory training might be hard to establish.

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I think a set fee should be agreed. For me it is not about money it is about being able to perform religious wedding ceremonies for my congregation.

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I am interested in having religious ceremonies and would not look to have two "licenses" My work is about being able to have a religious ceremony in a
venue of their choice.

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

of course. I have always refused to take weddings which are tacky. And having had couples wishing to have Halloween themed Weddings on 31 October
have always been told no.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I still think the GRO should monitor this

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This was mainly for marriage after divorce, and most churches now will do this

Consultation Question 47:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I have no strong views on this, if couples are no longer doing the Any impediment I assume there will be no "Does anyone know of any reason why these
persons may not be married" either so no one needs to be able to get in and stop the wedding.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

I feel that as long as the officiant is licensed and the wedding is kept sincere it does not matter where it happens

Consultation Question 49:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

I think that makes sense especially if you are doing away with the open doors policy

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

No

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I think to have a Non Religous wedding and Civil ceremony in a Church is crazy as it will be surrounded by religion. You can always add religion to a non
religious venue, by the liturgy, the coming together . When I take a service of Holy Matrimony I take and altar and cross etc along.

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

They need to asses it is practical, safe and dignified

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

as I said earlier

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

For some venues they have the services of Marriage Co-odinators and they will ahve a large input

Please share your views below:

Mainly management

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

I think as long as things can be sorted quickly in the case of terminal ill then they should be allowed to happen, currently they are often sorted by civil
registration services. I recently gave a blessing after a civil ceremony in the hospice

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

If they are both british subjects and have done the legal paperwork then yes.

Consultation Question 71:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

I have not had any requests for Religious ceremonies on board ship

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

I think it would lead to more people having meaningful ceremonies. We no longer are in the world of two single people who have no children in their
twenties getting married. Many are older, with children, or on their second marriage and families are being blended. The current provision does not really
allow to incorporate that fact.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Approved venues often charge extortionate prices, which means people end up in the registry office or a church

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I do not think this is all about cost. It is about relationships, and couples being able to be married by someone they know or who have got to know in a
dignified ceremony that is not too rigid but includes all the legal elements.

Consultation Question 87:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

The cost of the registrar to a non conformist church is not too expensive, but then they are only registering, The costs to be an approved venue is often
prohibitive to many venues.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

I think it is about making sure you are appropriate as an officiant and giving them the ability to asses the suitability of the venue.

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

LA are cutting back on staff or struggling to recruit and currently are muddying the water of Celebrant Ceremonies. Often sailing very close to what is not
legal!

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

It will ease pressure on a day to day basis of ceremonies

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I really have no views on this as I tend to only work in , but do make myself available for  too.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

As above

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I do not really know the current law regarding ships

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I have no evidence

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

It would mean a lot to smaller more inclusive Churches to be able to legally marry their congregations
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

We were married in a registry office prior to a church ceremony led by a officiant who was not authorised to conduct weddings. Since then three
members of our church have been authorised, including my husband.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:



We have celebrated three weddings at our church during the pandemic, with limited attendance as required by the legal restrictions. The families shared
photos with their Facebook friends.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes. If people want to visit a place just in order to marry there, seven days is just an inconvenience - not long enough to be meaningful.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

three days;

Please expand on your answer:

If the interview is merely to check the person's identity, current marital status and willingness to marry, three days should be enough.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

How would such concerns arise if the registrar does not meet the parties to be married? Remote interviews are too easily rigged, so I would not want to
see that option.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

I do not understand that sentence.

Consultation Question 9:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Difficult to know if there would be risk of harm -but the marriage should be publicized anyway and the couple given police protection if they would be in
danger.

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Assuming that the schedule is a permission to marry issued by the registrar. Neither my husband nor I have ever heard of it.

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If the new officiant is qualified

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



The substitute would have be approved by the registrar, so the schedule should name him/her as an emergency substitute if required, with the
agreement of the parties getting married..

Please share your views below:

If named on the schedule.

Consultation Question 13:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Why bother to change that? Churches can get bombed by terrorists.

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Yes - otherwise who is to decide how far the publicity requirement stretches?

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes, that is good practice in any denomination.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes, good practice in any denomination.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Why change that?

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Hot all churches have authorised officiants. We attended a private registry office ceremony as well as an informal church wedding attended by hundreds
of people, but other churches do not feel comfortable doing that.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Why would you want two?



Consultation Question 22:

No

Please expand on your answer:

They should apply for authorisation. A new curate may not have enough standing or experience. Hopefully he/she should be trained in conducting
weddings before ordination.

Consultation Question 23:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Each officiant should apply separately. But groups could provide letters of recommendation.

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No need - anyone should be able to apply for authorisation to officiate at weddings if they can demonstrate sufficient social standing in the community. It
should not be necessary to form an organisation.
e.g. a the last census, 70 people in our town identified their belief as "Jedi Knight". This was not classed as a religion, but people getting married might
want a sympathetic officiant to attend their wedding.

Please share your views below:

No need - allow individuals to apply for authorisation and advertise their services. This is already the case for funerals.

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

1. It would be too difficult to decide what constitutes a "non-religious belief organisation" - a football club? A nudist colony? An Alcoholics Anonymous
circle?
2. How would you count the number of regular attendants at a church service? Would they have to sign in every week? Why fix on 20 attendees? This
sounds like state surveillance / bureaucracy. Too complicated!

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

No, no, no! This sounds like a recipe for banning churches from conducting weddings if they do not believe in gay marriage. That would prevent all but
one of the churches in our town from having weddings. Leave state control of religion to China and North Korea!

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

No. Before being authorised an officiant needs to prove their standing in the community and also to undergo some sort of training. Not all office holders
might measure up to those conditions. Some are appointed in the hope that they will rise to the challenge, but go on to fail.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But how would officiants be removed in case of misconduct, e.g. conducting sham weddings.

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:



No

Please expand on your answer:

They may not have access to all the information they need - t is too much of a responsibility

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Possibly be supported by a list of ten local nominators to prove community support?

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Perhaps a standard fee should be set?

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There should be standard fee.

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But how would you define that?

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But how would you monitor independent officiants?

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Up to date training presumably?

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

In the UK we must have a common idea about what a marriage is supposed to be, otherwise the word "marriage" and the marriage ceremony could
mean anything or nothing.

There should be prescribed words embodying this common understanding, for example mutual consent, sexual faithfulness, care and support for one
another and shared property. It should not condone polygamy or polyandry, which are illegal, nor inequality between the parties. If necessary there could
be several forms of this wording to suit different religious and non-religious outlooks.

This will ensure that even people coming from a nation where marriage is very different understand what we expect from husbands and wives.

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As I understand it, it already is - within limits.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Why distinguish a civil ceremony from a religious one? The only important thing is that the ceremony be identifiable as a marriage as we understand it.

Please share your views below:

No. I believe that some specific forms of words of commitment to one another should be required at all ceremonies and that religious language should
always be an option.

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Why prohibit this? It is the obvious solution when an authorised officiant cannot attend the religious ceremony. It is what my husband and I did in that
situation.

Consultation Question 47:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

A wedding is a public declaration of a private relationship, but as long as it is announced publicly in advance, that should be sufficient. However the
announcement should give details of how any impediment to the wedding can be communicated.



Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If the wedding is under UK law, it must be conducted in the UK.

outdoors,, on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

There is the problem of where the couple sign the registry. Currently the registry book is kept at the venue. Would the couple sign a form during the
ceremony and the officiant take the form to the registrar for filing? (Or send it by registered post?)

Legal matters still depend on paper unfortunately.

Consultation Question 49:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

No

Please expand on your answer:

Obviously the owners of the venue would have to agree.

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The registrar should approve the venue. This would give consistency. Different officiants could have different views, but once the registrar had approved
a venue, everyone, including the owner of the venue, would know where they stood.

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This should be the responsibility of the registrar.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There must be consistency.

Consultation Question 53:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This would not be necessary if the registrar approved the venue before it was used for the first time.

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration



Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

No

Please expand on your answer:

English should be one of the languages for administrative purposes.

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

The wedding must be witnessed even if the signing of the register is not. This would allow the register to be signed later, witnessed by witnesses to the
wedding.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

The wedding must have been witnessed by persons other than the officiant.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

In the case of a young person forced into marriage it may take more than three years for them to summon up the courage to appeal.

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:



No, provided the location is authorised by the registrar

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Someone could be exploiting them to gain an inheritance

Consultation Question 64:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I don't know anything about the Registrar General’s licence

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

1 & 2 can be remote but not 3 & 4

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Only in places under UK law

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Navy or merchant navy

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The name of the officiant is as important as in any other location as he/she must be authorised.



Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

I don't know

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Do they sign the schedule instead of the registration book?

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



What discretionary services?

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

It is not the law that discourages couples from getting married, it is the fact that they can live as if they were married without making it official, whereas
the vast expense needed to make their wedding day somehow special is a major disincentive.

On the other hand couples who believe in celibacy outside marriage are eager to get married, even though it means a modest ceremony, because they
want to come together and share their lives with one another.

I do not think any of the proposals being put forward will encourage couples to get married, except possibly the one abolishing so-called "common law
marriage", which seems to be quite rare (you normally know who is married and who isn't).

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

The major cost of weddings is not any of the above, but the requirement to meet the expectations of friends and family. After many years of cohabitation,
my youngest sister managed a very cheap wedding - by dint of not telling her family what she was doing. She and her partner came to stay with my
youngest brother and announced that they had arranged to go to the registry office that afternoon and needed two witnesses. Of course my brother and
his wife agreed, and afterwards they all went to the pub for a drink and then out for a bike ride.

When you add up the cost of the stag night and hen do, the wedding dress, bridesmaids dresses, flowers, decorations, special car, buttonholes, wedding
breakfast, champagne, favours, musicians, evening party and honeymoon - it all costs a fortune.

I have six brothers and sisters, all married, and about 18 nephews and nieces, mostly married. So far none of us have got divorced, so we must be doing
something right!

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I do not believe any of the proposed changes are necessary and though some may improve efficiency, others would be harmful. The problems with
marriage in the current times are much more deep-rooted and cannot be solved by legislation.

A publicity campaign might help listing the legal benefits of getting married - perhaps with a temporary money-off offer for a quick registry office
wedding?

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

I don't know much about running a wedding venue, but I know that the current law requires a secure place to store the registry book. If the records were
centrally located at the registrar's office, that would make a wedding venue cheaper to run.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :



1. I suppose this would save red tape, but the venue would still need to be approved by the registrar.
2-3. More authorised officiants would make it easier to book one, but I have never heard of anyone being unable to get married because they could not
book a registration officer.
4. I do not believe that there would be more weddings because of these changes, and so no more "Business Opportunities". In any case it is all the
Business Opportunities" that make weddings prohibitively expensive.

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

with forced and sham marriages prevalent in person interview would be a safeguard for the women

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:



yes

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

yes

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

yes

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The couple should both be present at the ceremony and promise as prescribed a legally defined and binding agreement stating publicly there is no
impediment,this is a solemn and serious occasion at a public place open to the public.also there is the possibility of children being born with the
protection of the promises made publicly.
Marriage should not be a entirely private matter,this would denie security to the parties and any offspring

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

a wedding between a man and a women is a public declaration in which society and the state have an interest. you would not hold a court of law in a
theme park, this is a serious
business
the laws of the land are for the benefit and the dignity and well being of all

Consultation Question 44:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

as long as the basic rules in law are abide d by

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

removing this requirement signifies that anything goes and does away with the security for the women that she might be forced into marriage against her
wishes.
Also it reiterates the public nature of the marriage ,both parties will live in society and should gain support and respect

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No



Please expand on your answer:

a place respected and to give credence to the solemnity of marriage

Please share your views below:

a place respected and to give credence to the solemnity of marriage

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

there is no guidance or clarity at the moment . But stringent safeguards should be
proposed .and dignity and safety should be defined.
I refer to the general tone of my previous answers to answer this question

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I am in a marriage that is recognised by the law

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Having this requirement adds to the seriousness of commitment that marriage requires. Removing such requirements makes it easier to not take getting
married seriously.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As long as the in person interview takes place before the marriage.

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

1 month is a reasonable amount of time to ensure the seriousness of marriage is recognised, and avoid rush marriages.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

In person interviews give a fuller picture of the relationship and pick up on issues that may not be spotted where interviews are remotely help.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I agree with the proposed duty, but it does not go far enough. Officiants should have a wider responsibility to ensure that the content and tone of the
legal ceremony upholds the dignity and solemnity of marriage.

The proposals need to define what is meant by ‘dignity’ and ‘solemnity’.
Ceremonies that take place anywhere are not upholding the dignity and solemnity of marriage.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It should not be possible for someone to get
married without being present at the wedding ceremony.
Simply signing the marriage schedule is inadequate and does not take marriage seriously.

Couples should not be able to say anything they like or not say anything at all, there needs to be a consent to the marriage declarations that have been
foundational to married life so far in our country . This risks undermining the solemnity of the wedding ceremony and denying the seriousness of the
commitment being made.

There is already a large amount of flexibility in the wedding ceremony. The prescribed
words are minimal and couples can add to them in all sorts of ways. It is not very much to ask that some specific phrases are used to show that both
people freely consent to the
lifetime commitment they are entering into.

The idea that a couple should be able to completely personalise their ceremony comes from a wrong view of marriage. A wedding is not just about the
couple, it is about entering into a legally defined lifelong commitment.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Having a ceremony wherever the parties choose takes away the solemnity and seriousness of the marriage commitment. I'm all for receptions to be
anywhere and other words said at the celebration, but the wedding itself needs to be a serious occasion where legally binding vows are taken.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A wedding is a public commitment between 2 parties and to remove the requirement of open doors makes it into a private ceremony which is not what
marriage is. It creates a false sense that it is not a public commitment.

This would also make forced marriages harder to protect against and this is still a problem in our country.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Venues for weddings should be appropriate places to hold the significant marriage ceremony, not just any place the couple fancies. A marriage ceremony
is a serious lifelong commitment that should not be entered into lightly and therefore the venue should be an appropriate place to gold such a ceremony,
not for example, scuba diving or sky diving.

on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

If a marriage ceremony is a public commitment, holding it in a place that the general public cannot freely attend is not permissible, thus excluding on a
boat on rivers or lakes, in the air or in private homes.

Receptions however can take place in these settings if so desired.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Civil marriages are a public commitment as much as religious marriages, therefore they should be publicly accessible so that marriage is not seen as a
private affair.

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Religious weddings should be allowed in any appropriate venue.
Non religious ceremonies should not take place in religious settings as they don't believe.

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

No

Please expand on your answer:

You should reiterate the seriousness and solemnity of a marriage ceremony. Venues should not simply be allowed because marrying couples want them,
but because
they are appropriate places to hold such a significant ceremony. There needs to be a consistent set of guidelines that are not open to mis-interpetation.

No



Please expand on your answer:

There is a lack of clarity in how venues would be tested for “dignity” and “safety”.
While the proposals call for guidance from the General Register Office, the terms are not defined and stringent safeguards should be proposed.

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

It needs to be help in a public venue.

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

In my opinion, the COVID-19 restrictions on gathering sizes have led to more intimate and meaningful weddings, with more focus on the marriage rather
than a big party. I would have attended several weddings but for the pandemic but watched some online whilst others were postponed. Those who take
marriage more seriously were those who carried on despite the smaller gatherings.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is an outdated requirement and has caused issues for British weddings of British citizens who currently reside abroad.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Seven days or longer seems like a sensible restriction. Marriage should not be entered into in a rushed fashion, but reverently and with great
consideration (since it should be for life). Therefore requiring a seven-day waiting period or longer is sensible. It also provides some protection against
forced marriage.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

I do not agree with remote interviews. The safeguard of an in-person interview is very sensible. Marriage is such a significant commitment that the
dangers of a low-quality remote interview (where interference cannot be prevented) are not worth the small benefit.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Other

Please expand on your answer:



Regarding war damage I agree, but rules should be sufficiently flexible to cope if a church building is undergoing repair, closed for emergencies, or closed
due to restrictions such as seen during COVID-19.

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

This is in many ways a sensible proposal due to the limited overlap in the present day between parish of residence and parish of church attendance and
marriage. Many parishes will miss the small extra income which this provides, but it also reduces required work.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

I agree that clergy should be required to meet separately with each of the couple before banns.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The registrant

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This generally makes sense, but there must be appropriate safeguards to only appoint officiants who will preserve the seriousness of the wedding
ceremony and the commitments who will be made.

It should be noted that some religious organisations (such as Free churches) are independent of organisations and therefore the responsibility of
selecting officiants will fall on them.

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



This definition should be strictly enforced, so that the seriousness of marriage is not undermined by non-serious organisations hosting weddings.

Please share your views below:

It should not be possible for there to be scope creep in the above definition, so (either in the definition itself or via a separate list) organisations such as
animal welfare groups, vegan groups or fitness groups should not be able to hold weddings.

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

I do not agree. The Government would then have to define what is contrary to public policy or morality, which means it (or the courts) would have to start
making judgements about religious beliefs. The state should not be involved in such beliefs.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

This may be sensible for larger religious organisations but it may be less sensible for smaller religious organisations (where an office may be voluntary,
and therefore there may be few safeguards on who or how many people can be appointed).

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, but this feels like it will be hard to enforce.

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There is no reason to apply a limit when a registry office wedding will still be available at a reasonable price.

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



An officiant should be solemnly acting in their capacity as part of a particular organisation. Given the proposed definitions of such organisations, being
part of multiple should not make sense. This would be a good additional safeguard against officiants elevating profit above belief.

Consultation Question 35:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I agree that officiants should have a responsibility to uphold the dignity and solemnity of marriage but it should be prescribed that this should extend to
the dignity and solemnity of the contents, location, and the manner of the wedding ceremony itself too. In addition, dignity and solemnity need to be
defined or at least outlined with examples. It should not be possible to get married for example on a theme park ride or in an aeroplane during a flight,
both environments which do not encourage quiet dignity, solemnity, and reflection on the gravitas of the commitments being made in marriage.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please also see my answer to question 35 regarding how this guidance should be explicit about how to preserve dignity and solemnity. I think the should
be stronger force for some of it than simply "guidance" which can be distorted.

Consultation Question 37:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Where an organisation is too small to provide reasonable oversight, it should be possible for an external party to provide some monitoring and oversight
of officiants, such as proposed for independent celebrants.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I have many concerns with these proposals. 
 
"should be required to express their consent to be married to each other, whether orally or otherwise" says that there is no requirements for an oral 
declaration that the parties must indicate their consent to be married. This undermines the seriousness of marriage. An unambiguous oral declaration of 
consent should be required (unless a party to a marriage is medically unable to speak). This will preclude the ability of weddings to take place in situations 
where speech is not possible, but that is a good thing. A wedding should require a public statement of consent. I believe it should also require a public 
statement that there is no impediment to marriage (because the declaration during the preliminaries will be in private). 



The prescribed words should not be removed from a wedding ceremony. They are already very limited and perform a specific purpose of underlining the
seriousness of the commitment being made to one another. The ceremony has plenty of flexibility with the prescribed words still included. A wedding
starts a specific commitment and the words used at the ceremony should be clear about that. If the prescribed words are maintained then there would
be no need for submitting wedding ceremony details to the General Register Office. 
 
There is also an implication here that a ceremony could take place with the couple physically separate from each other (for example using video
conferencing). This should not be possible. A wedding ceremony should require the couple, officiant, and witnesses all in the same room. 
 
The marriage document should "contain a declaration to be signed by each party that they had during the ceremony expressed consent to be married to
the other" and NOT that "they were now consenting to be legally married to the other".

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This would undermine the dignity, solemnity and seriousness of the wedding. Wedding ceremonies should start from the prescribed words, and then
provide opportunities for customisation of the rest of the ceremony to reflect the couple's preferences. Wedding ceremonies should not start from the
couple's preferences. A ceremony needs to be appropriate in dignity, solemnity and seriousness for the commitment which is being made. There are
already plenty of opportunities for customisation of wedding ceremonies, or other events can happen after the formal ceremony has concluded.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This would reduce a somewhat unnecessary burden on checking what is being said or done.

Please share your views below:

Traditional vows (such as from the Book of Common Prayer) should certainly be allowed.

Consultation Question 46:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This existing requirement is a partial help in protecting against forced marriage, which is still a problem in modern times, and should continue.

In addition, weddings should be a public declaration of commitment, and therefore this requirement should be kept. It causes few practical issues.
Removing the requirement would imply that marriage is purely a private and secret matter when it is a significant change in the couple's status, which
should be public knowledge.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There are definite advantages to widening the number of places able to hold a wedding ceremony, but this specific proposal would seriously undermine 
the dignity, solemnity and seriousness of the wedding ceremony. I believe that there should be some specific legal restrictions imposed on where a 
wedding can take place, and these should be treated seriously so that the wedding ceremony gets the respect it deserves. The venue must be 
appropriate for the occasion. This may include some venues that are currently not permitted by law and may exclude some that are currently permitted 
despite being inappropriate. (I have attended a wedding under the current rules in a bandstand with no walls next to a busy road; it was almost



impossible to hear the couple's declarations despite being very close to them, and I did not consider this dignified and solemn.) 
 
I believe a requirement that the officiant and couple's statements should be audible to a reasonable number of people at the wedding should be required
(which could of course be done via amplification).

on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

I think it is reasonable to hold weddings outdoors in many circumstances, because this can be done whilst providing a solemn and dignified environment.
The consent of the landowner should be required though.

I do not believe weddings should take place in the air, as this is undignified and not publicly accessible. Similarly I do not believe that weddings should
take place on water, as this could lead to undignified ceremonies in many scenarios, so it makes for clearer restrictions if it is not permitted. There would
be plenty of other options for wedding venues.

As an additional restriction, I do not believe a wedding should be allowed to take place underwater.

Private homes are not a public setting so I do not believe they should be able to host marriages (except for deathbed marriages).

Consultation Question 49:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This avoids confusion between belief systems.

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

How would this be done? One officiant's idea of what it means to be dignified may not match another person's. I believe there is a need to be more
prescriptive. The proposed locations in Question 48 imply this would be a very low bar. Safeguards are required to

A clear list of requirements should be provided, and thought should be given to how this can be enforced. It would be unreasonable to make a wedding
not count as legal if the restrictions were not followed, but it should be possible for the officiant to be fined and/or banned from officiating at weddings if
found to be held at inappropriate locations.

Such requirements could be such as:
- on land
- where the couple are able to see and hear witnesses, and a reasonable number of witnesses can see and hear the couple
- in a location which can be reached from a public road or path (so not on a private island)

On top of these basic requirements, there would need to be clear safeguards on appropriate locations to ensure dignity. For example, a wedding in the
middle of an exhibition show with attendees passing by would not be dignified. But a wedding in a quiet private room at the same venue would be
dignified.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There should of course be guidance but there should be some legal requirements before getting to the guidance.



Consultation Question 53:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Whilst this would seem sensible, it would be unnecessarily bureaucratic.

A pro-forma template containing space for pictures and descriptions could be produced, so that such a venue could simply provide this to an officiant,
potentially with some references from other officiants, providing most of the benefit.

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I am unconvinced that suitable security, verifying the identities and consent of all parties, can reasonably be implemented.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I agree except for points 3 and 4 where a failure of either party, not both parties, to know that the marriage was not authorised should render it void. If
one party arranged the officiant, they could lead the other to believe the officiant was authorised when not, which seems like a loophole.

No

Please expand on your answer:

The absence of witnesses should render the marriage void, as should a failure to sign the schedule / marriage document.

Consultation Question 58:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As for Question 57, I believe that (for point b.) a failure of either party, not both parties, to know that the marriage was not authorised should render it
void. If one party arranged the officiant, they could lead the other to believe the officiant was authorised when not, which seems like a loophole.

Consultation Question 59:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I believe that the presumption should require both of the above points (both signing the schedule and having a ceremony), not either of the above points.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I believe this would be very important with the proposed changes.

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The wedding ceremony should always take place with the officiant, couple and the witnesses all present in the same place. Anything else does not
preserve the dignity, solemnity, and seriousness of the wedding. This would only be five people.

No

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I agree that it should aim to facilitate weddings of those at risk of death, but in a pandemic anyone could say "I am at risk of death if I catch the virus" so
there should be more of a safeguard than that (for example, a statement from a registered medical practitioner).

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I do not believe that this would, in all cases, lead to a dignified and solemn marriage. It is also not publicly accessible.



Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I do not believe that this would, in all cases, lead to a dignified and solemn marriage. It is also not publicly accessible.

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

I do not believe that this would lead to a dignified and solemn marriage. It is also not publicly accessible. Therefore I believe this should not be permitted.

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I do not believe this should be permitted.

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(1) the same fee as other cases in which the registration officer must travel to the person giving notice, set nationally on a cost-recovery basis; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This ensures that couples who simply wish to get married at a minimum cost can do so.

Consultation Question 78:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This seems unnecessarily prescriptive for discretionary services.

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUCV-C

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-03 15:51:13

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Not applicable.

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Nil response.

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:



N/A

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

N/A

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The requirement is entirely reasonable and avoids unsuitable haste. It should be retained.

Consultation Question 5:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The notice period should start by giving notice in person. This promotes taking the process seriously and lessons the chance of entering marriage under
duress or fraudulently.

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

The period should be at least one month, to help ensure that the marriage is not rushed into.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

No it should not be possibe. We want the best for marriage and the best way to avoid sham or forced marriage is by all parties presenting themselves in
person.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

No. There is no good reason for this and it is unfair. All parties should present themsleves in person.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This woud be useful in promoting safe marriage.

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is a reasonable time scale.

Consultation Question 11:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No opinion on this.



Consultation Question 12:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This is reasonable, but culd be open to abuse.

Please share your views below:

No opinion.

Consultation Question 13:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is fair.

Consultation Question 14:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No opinion.

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

The banns also should be required to be read in the parishes of the two parties. People there would be likely to know of any just cause or impediment
why the parties should not be joined in matrimony.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes, clergy should be so empowered and required. This will help to ensure the marriage is being embarked upon freely and after suitable thought.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes, they should be so required, better to establish that there is no impediment to their marriage.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

The Church of England is the established church. There is no need to change the present system by adding an extra layer of bureacracy. To introduce a
new requirement would rightly be seen as the action of a government class that does not 'do' religion and that does not like an established church which
refuses to 'get with the project'.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This will promote 'safe' marriage.

Consultation Question 20:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

This is appropriate and clear.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is appropriate, clear and reasonable. It will avoid confusion of accountability.

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There is no need to change this system. To do so would appear to be an attack on the Church.

Consultation Question 23:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No opinion.

Consultation Question 24:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No opinion.

Please share your views below:

No opinion.

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The number should be much higher than 20.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

No. This would curtail freedom and thought and speech. Organisations (and individuals) should be free to promote the changing of laws , to try to
influence public policy and to hold and express their own idea of what constitutes morality. Who is the State to declare what constitutes 'morality'?

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

No opinion.

Consultation Question 28:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No opinion.

Consultation Question 29:

Other



Please expand on your answer:

No opinion.

Consultation Question 30:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No opinion.

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Consultation Question 33:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Consultation Question 34:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No opinion.

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, but that does not go far enough by itself in upholding the dignity and solemnity of marriage.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes but that does not go far enough. 'Guidance' is too weak. There should be strict minimal requirements.

Consultation Question 37:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

The 'primary' responsibility perhaps, but any party with concerns should easily be able to express those concerns about an officiant.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



N/A

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Consultation Question 40:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is appropriate to require occasional re-authorisation. After say between seven or ten years.

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Perfectly reasonable.

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A public statement spoken by the parties should by all means be retained as constituting their joining in marriage. Time-honoured forms of words exist
for this. The oral statements should include both denial of any impediment to marriage and confirmation of consent to marriage. There is no good reason
why this should change, and every good reason that the marriage should begin with a positive, audible public commitment in front of witnesses.

There is no need for new documentation about marriages to be submitted by the established Church.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There should be some minimum requirements to ensure appropriate solemnity and dignity.

Consultation Question 44:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

All groups, including those listed, should be required to conform to common standards for all weddings that reflect the (joyful) seriousness, solemnity and
dignity of marriage.

Consultation Question 45:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Please share your views below:

Readings from holy books are part of all mankind's heritage and should be permitted for use by anyone.

Consultation Question 46:

No



Please expand on your answer:

People should not be deprived of their current rights in this regard. There is no good reason to do so.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Definitely disagree. Marriage should be a public event - it is two people making a statement to society about their future.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A wedding should only take place in a location which reflects the (joyfully) solemn and dignified nature of the occasion - a church or a hotel, but not a
caravan or a fast food restaurant.

Please share your views below:

None of these is a suitable place for a wedding.
A wedding should take place indoors so as not to have its dignity spoiled by the vagaries of the weather.
A wedding should take place at an identifiable location, not 'in the air'.
A wedding is/should be a public event and therefore should take place in a public place, not a private home.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A wedding is/should be a public event and therefore should take place in a public place.

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Other

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The law should ensure that weddings can only take place at suitable locations - i.e. public locations which uphold the dignity and (joyful) solemnity of a
wedding.

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

'Safe' yes, but 'dignified' only if the word is adequately defined in law.

No

Please expand on your answer:

This does not go far enough and is far too subjective. The law should define clearly what constitutes a dignified location for a wedding.



Consultation Question 53:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Please share your views below:

N/A

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This should be compulsory.

Consultation Question 55:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Consultation Question 56:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A wedding is too important to be registered merely electronically.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Agree, but amend 3 and 4 to 'the knowledge of either party' not 'both parties'.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

1. Agree
2. Disagree - a wedding is/should be a public decaration, officially witnessed by other parties.
3. No opinion.

Consultation Question 58:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Consultation Question 59:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A



Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Consultation Question 60:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Is reasonable.

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

N/A

Consultation Question 63:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Consultation Question 64:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Consultation Question 65:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Consultation Question 66:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Weddings are too important to be adressed merely by secondary legislation.

No

Please expand on your answer:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Weddings should take place indoors in a public place at a location on land.

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Weddings should take place indoors in a public place at a location on land.

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Weddings should take place indoors in a public place at a location on land.

Consultation Question 71:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Weddings should take place indoors in a public place at a location on land.

Consultation Question 72:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Weddings should take place indoors in a public place at a location on land.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Weddings should take place indoors in a public place at a location on land.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Weddings should take place indoors in a public place at a location on land.

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Weddings should take place indoors in a public place at a location on land.

Consultation Question 74:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Weddings should take place indoors in a public place at a location on land.

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Other



Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Citizens should not be deprived of the present provision.

Consultation Question 78:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Consultation Question 79:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Consultation Question 80:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Consultation Question 81:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Consultation Question 82:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Consultation Question 84:

Other

Please expand on your answer:



N/A

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

The law does not discourage couples from getting married, but the tax system does.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

N/A

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

The good of society should be taken into account, not just the 'benefit of couples'. Weddings should take place indoors in a public place at a location on
land, and should reflect the solemnity and dignity of marriage. Some of the proposals would be harmful in this regard.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

The good of society should be taken into account, not just the 'benefit of couples'. Weddings should take place indoors in a public place at a location on
land, and should reflect the solemnity and dignity of marriage. Some of the proposals would be harmful in this regard.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Marriage (beginning with weddings) should be seen as an institution beneficial to the well-being of society, not a business opportunity.

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

N/A

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

N/A

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

N/A

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

N/A

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

N/A

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

N/A



Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

N/A



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUUF-E

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-03 15:51:30

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I had a legal marriage in a C of E church ceremony

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:



As a celebrant, I only carry out non-legally binding ceremonies and have had to postpone 20 of them to 2021 or beyond. I was only able to conduct one
ceremony - it had been planned for 150 guests but in the end there were just six of us including me. There has been a lot of disappointment and anguish
both from the couples and amongst wedding suppliers.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

three days;

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

This seems fair, especially in the current covid climate.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Seems fair

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It should be possible to include an amount of religious content, even if the ceremony is not being undertaken by a belief body. For example, prayers,
religious readings or songs should be permitted, so long as there is an understanding that the officiant isn't a representative of that religion.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:



Please share your views below:

Yes I agree - if they are unlawful or immoral then they should not be allowed.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Absolutely 100% - and without having to dance around the endless belief/non-belief politicking!

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Hopefully still allowing for extensive personalisation and creativity within the ceremony.

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Absolutely!!

Please share your views below:

Prayers, readings, songs or rituals should all be allowed so long as it is understood that the officiant is not a representative of that religion.

Consultation Question 46:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

They shouldn't be limited

Consultation Question 49:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

No

Please expand on your answer:

It should only depend on the willingness of the venue owners and not be dictated by the law.

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The word 'dignified' in particular will need to be fully explained in this context and I hope will not be too constraining.

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences



Consultation Question 57:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(1) the same fee as other cases in which the registration officer must travel to the person giving notice, set nationally on a cost-recovery basis; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

1. The current law discourages couples from getting married because it is stiff and inflexible, and couples cannot identify with it - many are millennials,
who want creativity and innovation in the way they celebrate their union, which they don't currently get.

2. I believe that there will be more legal marriages taking place if the law changes, as it will allow for personalisation and the possibility of a unique
ceremony.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Many couples are choosing to celebrate their marriage with an independent celebrant so that they can have the unique and personal wedding that they 
really want. To do this though, most choose to have the simplest of legal weddings as the celebrant currently can't offer the legal marriage. 
 
1 and 5. many register offices have drastically reduced the availability of their cheapest ceremonies, as well as taking the option off their websites. This 
causes couples confusion and often ends up with them having to pay the vastly more expensive option of upgrading to the next tier, which is often £100s 
more. I have heard many stories of couples who have had registrars belittle their plans to have a celebrant ceremony too. 
 
4. this is another situation where couples will need to pay for a separate legal and non-legal wedding ceremony, causing them unnecessary hassle and



expense.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

The possibility for couples to be able to marry in one single ceremony that not only is legally binding but also reflects them, their personalities, beliefs and
love story, will be an enormous benefit for those who choose it. It will save them paying for two separate ceremonies and it will stop the endless
questions (usually from older relatives!) about which is the 'proper' wedding. They won't have to jump through admin hoops or decide who should come
to which ceremony - they can be married where they want, with their own choice of celebrant, in one, joyous ceremony.

This will take the pressure off the register offices, who can continue to offer basic legal ceremonies for those who want them, and who will be able to get
them more easily once they're not being used by couples who just need to get the legal part done before their personalised ceremony.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

4. as an independent celebrant, I expect some initial costs for acceptance onto the register and also for further training in respect of the legal side of
things, as well as any CPD.



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YFKS-2

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-03 15:56:54

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

N/A

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

pass

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I am in a marriage that is recognised by the law

Other

Please expand on your answer:

n/a

No

Please expand on your answer:

n/a

No

Please expand on your answer:

n/a

Consultation Question 2:



Please share your views below:

there were no barriers to me having a meaningful and personal wedding.

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Our daughter's wedding (and no doubt those of many others) was delayed since the government prevented it from happening on the due date. It was
clear that the government did not understand the difference between a wedding, considered as the entrance into marriage, and a big party. The wedding
took place as soon as it was legally possible with the allowed number of persons and of course there was no party. Nevertheless it was a matter for great
rejoicing both for those present and those who wished well from afar. In the language of the consultation, it was most certainly a meaningful and
personal wedding. Hopefully there will be a big party one day for all the guests who could not come (the venue still has my deposit) but of course no-one
knows when.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This hopefully provides some safeguards against marriages entered into casually and without sufficient forethought.

Consultation Question 5:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

pass

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

This should remain unchanged from whatever it is now.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

The best chance of spotting a potential forced marriage or absence of capacity to consent will arise if everyone comes to a face-to-face interview. That
way, the interviewer gets the best chance to know the difference between what "feels right" and what "feels wrong".

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

yes

Consultation Question 9:

No

Please expand on your answer:

What data is there online which has not either been hacked already or will soon be? The happy couple would no doubt be deluged with offers of wedding
frivolity which are as unaffordable as they are irrelevant to the occasion.

Consultation Question 10:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

pass

Consultation Question 11:



Other

Please expand on your answer:

pass

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It would be a great shame if a wedding did not take place because the officiant were suddenly required to self-isolate through no fault of their own which
seems quite likely just at the moment.

Please share your views below:

pass

Consultation Question 13:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

pass.
But I imagine that these will soon be separate countries, perhaps we should anticipate it.

Consultation Question 14:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The church where one of my daughters was married was indeed injured by war damage, in this case it was the war with the IRA. The concept is certainly
not obsolete just because WWII was a long time ago.

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

pass

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

So far as I recall, all my children had to submit plenty of ID and paperwork to various clergy in order to get married so it appears clergy have plenty of
power to call for evidence already.
And yes, meeting each of the parties separately is an extremely good idea, the best way to be sure each has the same expectations of the other.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

seems reasonable.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

It has worked OK for 500 years. Let us not fix what is not broken.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The current system allows for registration officers to oversee that all legal matters are properly done in churches which do not have their own trained
persons, no doubt for a suitable fee which must help the council balance its books. If this proposal is accepted, then some people will in effect need to get
married twice, once in the registry office and then in church.

Consultation Question 21:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

pass

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It has worked this way for 500 years and if someone wants to disestablish the church of England then they should do that, not chip away at the
components. The church in its different forms and institutions was "managing" marriage long before the state ever did.

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I don't think the case reference link worked for me.

Please share your views below:

We should tighten up your wording above. Currently it says
"An organisation that professes a secular belief system..."
but the qualification should be
An organisation that exists principally to profess and expound a secular belief system...

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The concept of "sincerely held belief about marriage" is clearly inadequate since there are people with a sincerely held belief that marriages should have
fixed-term (say 7 year) sunset clauses. This proposal is a recipe for chaos.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Public policy and public morality are very changeable and subjective. One is reminded of the charge of anti-soviet behaviour that was frequently brought
against dissidents in the USSR and was/is of course designed to be impossible to defend oneself against. We should not flatter ourselves to suppose that
this country is somehow above descending to such a base level of action against its citizens (indeed maybe it already has) and we should not create an
ambiguous legal framework which opens itself up to such abuses.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:



Officiants need training and a certain respect for, and understanding of, the solemnity of a wedding and the resulting marriage. Merely being elected or
hired to "some office or other" in some organisation or other is not a sufficient qualification. Where a religious organisation has an office which is
comparable in terms of solemnity, reputation, length of training etc to the anglican "clerk in Holy Orders", then such a person could be nominated by
virtue of office.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

An independent officiant is also a private officiant and marriage is a public state and a wedding is the public entry into that public state. A wedding is not
compatible with a private officiant.

Consultation Question 30:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

See 29. Also the definition of who is "fit and proper" will turn out in practice to be a recipe for argument.

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Note that it is not possible to simultaneously agree with proposal 32 and 33.

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Note that it is not possible to simultaneously agree with proposal 32 and 33.

One of the final questions is about the cost of getting married. The charges for a "minimal" wedding should not be more than (say) a day's wages and if
independent officiants are allowed, they should be acting on a charitable basis because they believe in the immense good to society and to the couple of
the state of matrimony.

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I don't believe there should be independent officiants. And those who are officiants should be so for clear and demonstrable principles.

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Unfortunately the term "dignity and solemnity" will of course be widely "honoured in the breach thereof".

Consultation Question 36:



No

Please expand on your answer:

This will likely result in the state giving instructions to religious bodies who already know perfectly well how a wedding should be conducted.

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If the state has a problem with the nominating body, eg a religious organisation, then it should take up that quarrel with the religious organisation, not
the individual.

Consultation Question 39:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I don't believe there should be independent (private) officiants.

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I don't believe there should be independent (private) officiants.
Furthermore, having seen the list of trainings that people are required to undergo before they can administer Covid vaccinations in the middle of a health
care emergency, I am deeply suspicious of the state's idea of CPD.

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A wedding must reflect the marriage that is to be formed and a marriage is a contribution to wider society that is universally recognised and honoured
and therefore in that sense public. It is not a private contract. We are not free to "make up marriage as we go along" and in particular we are not free to
be married to multiple people. Therefore the declaration that one is free to marry and a declaration of what it means to be married are a very important
part of the ceremony and these declarations should be prescribed and not "personalised". Then everyone is sure that the parties understand what it is
that they are entering into and that they do so freely. No doubt there can be provision for those who cannot communicate this orally but for those who
are able, this is how it should be done, in the plain hearing of all present.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See 42. We conform to the marriage and the ceremony conforms to the marriage. This should not be personalised. Any such personalisation is likely to
lead to trivialisation because that is the spirit of the age. More importantly, the very absence of personalisation for the spoken words is expressive of our
necessary submission "to the rules", without which the marriage degenerates into an ad-hoc arrangement which will ultimately disappoint. A wedding
might last a day, a weekend, a week in some cultures. There is plenty of scope for personalisation in the "wider trappings of the day".

Consultation Question 44:



Other

Please expand on your answer:

I am not entirely sure what is being asked here but I have been to weddings held under all 3 "formats" (although the majority have been anglican) and
"they ain't broke so please don't fix them".

Consultation Question 45:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I don't wish to argue either way on this one but I am curious why anyone would want a hybrid. If one adheres to a religion, one is likely to have a quite
clear view of what is happening (the "state change") when one gets married and therefore one would want the "real deal" of the religious service.

Please share your views below:

please see above.

Consultation Question 46:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

as 45.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a public matter, not a private invention. Society honours the new status of the couple. and it is most important that interested persons be
able, within reason and subject to politeness etc, to see that the ceremony was conducted in good order. I have certainly been a "well-wisher in the back
row" of weddings where I did not have a formal invite to the private party.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A wedding is not a private party. The private party follows afterwards. It is a serious public commitment and should only take place in a formal, serious,
public setting. The requirement as noted in a previous question that interested parties be able to take a back seat to watch means that the venue must be
accessible. The obvious consequence of this proposal will be the parallel of what already happens with stag and hen dos, they vie to outdo one another in
location and cost and glamour.

Please share your views below:

Afloat, airborne and in privacy are unacceptable. They give quite the wrong idea about what is happening at a wedding. However there seems no reason
why outdoors should be prohibited axiomatically. The consultee has visited a number of tree cathedrals which seem to have suitable gravitas as well as
accessibility. And for some, a village hall or community centre could provide a budget solution.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I have already explained that the "public view" is of utmost importance.

Consultation Question 50:

Other

Other

Other



Please expand on your answer:

This seems like an attempt to fragment society into "opposing camps" and if that is the intention or the outcome, then it is deplorable.

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The law should decide whether a venue is approved. If this provision is accepted, the wealthy will always find an officiant who can be "bought" to approve
a venue.

Consultation Question 52:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Safe and dignified are subjective. The law should identify approved venues by category.

No

Please expand on your answer:

See 52 part 1.

Consultation Question 53:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See 52.

Please share your views below:

See 52. The law should prescribe categories such as registry offices and recognised places of religious worship.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

It is unclear to me why the marriage document should list the occupations of the parents. It may be of great interest to historians in 100 years time in
charting social change but the occupation of the parties involved has no bearing in how married they are at the end of the ceremony. On the other hand,
the identity of the parties is of paramount importance if people are not to risk unwittingly marrying their close relative. Now, what about someone who
has a mother who gave them birth and another who provided an egg and who was then adopted by a 3rd. Can there be more than 2 parents per bride
and groom and do we mark the providers of the chromasomes with an asterisk?

Consultation Question 55:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

pass

Consultation Question 56:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The necessary level of security will never be achieved, this is the lesson we learn from all government IT projects of the past many years.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The absence of witnesses should render a marriage void. Administrative errors that can be corrected and apologised for and which may arise out of
illness, technical malfunction or misunderstanding should not render a marriage void.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This is a difficult one. We would need to define "long period of time". And then we would need to ask why friends and family believe it to be so. If friends
and family have been told it by the couple and the couple knew it was not so, then deceit is involved and the presumption should be abolished. By
contrast, suppose friends and family witnessed an appropriate ceremony in another county where official records are subsequently destroyed by civil war
(not a far-fetched scenario), why then the presumption is valid.

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It might easily take more than 3 years for a forced marriage to become evident because it might be a long time before the victim finds themselves in a
place where they can speak out.

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

pass

Consultation Question 63:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

pass

Consultation Question 64:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

pass

Consultation Question 65:



Other

Please expand on your answer:

pass

Consultation Question 66:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

pass

Consultation Question 67:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

It is certainly a gross failure of government that people were prohibited from getting married as they had intended during the Covid lockdown. However
the solution to that is not allowing remote participation. It is allowing weddings to take place with small numbers of persons in large and well ventilated
spaces with plenty of space between the parties.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

pass

No

Please expand on your answer:

"might be at risk of death" ... are you serious? We are all at 100% risk of death.

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is difficult for public access and this proposal is intended mostly to increase the revenues of the wedding supplies industry. The happy couple can get
married on the mainland in an approved venue and then join the party on the yacht afterwards.

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

same as 68. This is about monetising the wedding process.

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

As 68/69. No.

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As 68/69. Such a wedding marks out a marriage to be lived apart from public society and not as part of public society,

Consultation Question 72:

No

Please expand on your answer:



as 68/69.

No

Please expand on your answer:

as 68/69.

No

Please expand on your answer:

as 68/69.

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

I am sure the interest in this type of wedding comes from celebrities.

Consultation Question 74:

No

Please expand on your answer:

as 68/69.

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Locations should be categorised by statement of law.

But clearly if such venues are permitted then the council should be able to recover the costs of the site visits.

Consultation Question 79:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Locations should be categorised by statement of law.

But clearly if such venues are permitted then the council should be able to recover the costs of the site visits.

Consultation Question 80:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(2) there should be no fee.

Please expand on your answer:

This probably affects a tiny handful of persons each year.

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

The Covid regulations certainly discouraged our daughter from getting married this spring because she was legally unable to do so. She then got married
as soon as possible after the regulations were relaxed in the summer. We watched a wedding by zoom where the couple got married in a tent with the
well-wishers watching from their cars in a nearby carpark. The news has reports of couples who brought forward plans at extremely short notice when
their local authority was changing tier. People who understand why they are getting married (the significance of it) are not discouraged by the current
arrangements.
By contrast a vast number of weddings have been deferred from this year to next year because of Covid and the explanation can only be that entering
the state of matrimony was not so very important if the big party with lots of guests cannot be held at the same time. The current law does not
discourage these people, the state they are entering into does not encourage them. Someone commented that it is easier to end a marriage than to end a
mobile phone contract and that is the problem, the divorce laws do not respect matrimony,

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

The legal and administrative costs of the aforementioned daughter's wedding were about a tenth the cost of the dress. (the cost of the party, deferred for
another year is another matter entirely). The point is that the legal and admin costs were negligible compared to the entirely optional costs for
celebrations. For sure, the monetary costs payable to the council for getting married in a civil ceremony should be kept to an absolute minimum, maybe a
days wages seems about right. And there should NOT be a queue or other lengthy wait, given that the state has decided to be the "registrar" for
marriages then the state must ensure the availability and accessibility of the process.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

there ought not to be cheaper location to "do" weddings than a registry office in a typically functionally ugly council office building where economies of
scale pertain, tis a fact of economics.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

pass

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

pass



Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

pass

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

pass

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

pass

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

pass

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

pass

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

pass

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

I would expect your proposals to increase the amount of money spent on "wedding extravaganzas" and then a related disappointment on the outcome
and a consequence increase in quickie divorces. All this should be good for businesses but not for couples.
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Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

It is right and proper that officiants have the responsibility to uphold the dignity and solemnity of marriage.

BUT ........ This proposal does NOT go far enough, that is the terms dignity and solemnity can mean kind of anything as permitted by any one 'officiant'
that facilitates any form of novelty for the sake of being novel.

For example a marriage ceremony could take place in a hot air balloon, which may seem a ludicrous example and yet it is quite conceivable.

So in summary, dignity and solemnity need to be clearly qualified.

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This provisional proposal seems indicative of how over the last 50 years say, the uniqueness and solemnity of marriage has been distinctively diluted, so
that we now appear to be facing a commitment [marriage] than seems probably less serious than a contract with a garage to buy a car, where there are
distinct clauses/penalties in the event of a default.
This highly relaxed proposal reduces the paperwork to the simple signing of the statement and by definition permits either or both parties to the
marriage to be absent from the marital event which has historically been effected by the exchange of promises of commitment.
Marriage with it's integral commitment is a building block of society, so to make the marriage ceremony unduly relaxed in the knowledge that it doesn't
work out, a quickie divorce is the solution

So if it is all so easy, why get married in the first place? - such an approach and belief can become a cancer in society, leading to its collapse.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:



This is effectively an extension of Q43 expressed in a different dimension, but still accommodates/encourages a whimsical approach to the serious
commitment of marriage.

What is so terribly wrong with the traditional style wedding ceremony, which can be a time of rejoicing and happiness.

Under this proposal, the two parties to the marriage event could dress up as Peppa Pig if so disposed - how can this be seen as taking marriage seriously?

This may seem terribly boring and old-fashioned, but not if marriage is truly seen as the coming together of two people committed for life and most likely
hoping to have family.

This is very wonderful happening but also very serious. Enough said.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Against the backdrop of marriage being a critical building block of society, it is therefore an event of public interest and concern and therefore should be
seen as available for public access.

Further, in some societies forced marriages are a 'norm' and yet wrong if either one or the other or both do not want to proceed and be married, but are
being forced to do so.

By allowing public access this will assist in preventing or minimising such forced marriage happenings.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This question is a continuance of this whole consultation which appears to be suggesting taking a more light-hearted attitude to the serious business of
getting married.

There may be circumstances where the couple involved are not able to marry in their preferred location, for example a church that meets in school
premises, but nevertheless want to get married within the society of their church, so they may 'borrow' nearby dignified accommodation.

So this 'take place anywhere' proposal lends it self to the bizarre and wacky - how about getting married halfway up to the top of Mount Everest –
wouldn't that be different?

Please share your views below:

Again the underlying/principle approach should be a marriage that is 'dignified' and 'solemn'.

This could arguably apply to the first two examples on the basis that dignity and solemnity are observed.

The third example, in my opinion, moves into the 'wacky' area [undignified and not solemn] and the fourth example denies public access a principle
addressed by Q47.



Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Using the terms 'safe' and 'dignified', moves into the area of semantics, in other words, what do words/terms mean?

Unless 'safe' and 'dignified' are based on the guidance that should be produced by the General Register Office, with 1000 different officiants, you would
get a1000 different takes on what 'safe' and 'dignified' means in practice.

In the absence of such guidance, again marriage can be taken as un-serious as visiting a theme park.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Covered above

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

At present churches who have no authorised person to conduct weddings are able to hold them by bringing in a registrar. The process of study to
become an authorised person is time-consuming and difficult, and it may be impossible to find someone willing and able to undertake these duties in a
small church where weddings are only held infrequently. However, although it might be possible to simplify the preparation to become an authorised
person, the very free-and-easy procedure proposed by the Law Commission undermines the seriousness of marriage.

It would take away the choice of some couples to have a wedding in their own church if a registrar could not be brought in.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

If the organisation promotes unlawful activities such as terrorism or is against democratic government it should have no role of any sort in marriage
ceremonies.

However, the phrase 'contrary to public policy or morality' is very subjective, and in the current climate of hostility to churches where Biblical teaching on
questions such as homosexuality or abortion is maintained, it could be possible to exclude such churches from holding weddings

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The present situation means that only registrars with training in the seriousness of what they are doing and in the case of many other organisations those
who have strong views about the seriousness of marriage are able to officiate.

These proposals would make it possible for a couple to get a friend to apply to be an officiant, whose ideas may be similar to the couple's and who is
prepared to sanction a ceremony which does not uphold the seriousness of the vows being mad. This is especially true given the proposals to have
completely unregulated ceremonies of the couple's choice.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But what are the criteria for being 'fit and proper?

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It seems impossible to clearly express consent to be married other than in spoken or written words. If there is some medical reason why this cannot be
done this should be declared and an official exemption given.

If wedding ceremonies are to be completely deregulated and personalised the General REgister Office will have an impossible task to vet them all.

The marriage should only be deemed to have taken place when the marriage document is signed.

Any wedding ceremony should make reference to the fact that the marriage is a permanent contract, 'till death do us part' or words to that effect.

Consultation Question 43:



No

Please expand on your answer:

There is a clear contradiction between a ceremony being 'meaningfully personalised' and 'upholding the dignity and solemnity of marriage'.. If the
officiant and couple only have to agree as to what is wanted, the couple only have to find someone who will agree to whatever they want.

If couples wish to have some kind of very informal ceremony which does not uphold the dignity of marriage, they have the option of having a civil
ceremony at a registry office and an unofficial ceremony of their choice afterwards under the present system.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A marriage is a contract made before society in general, not just privately, so it is important that it should not be held behind closed doors. In particular,
in the present climate it is very important that all measures should be taken to prevent forced marriages.
Though hardly ever used, it also keeps open the possibility of someone declaring a reason why the couple should not marry.
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

N/A

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

N/A

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

We were married 

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

No legal barriers

Consultation Question 3:



Please share your views below:

No experience

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

These requirements are fundamental to becoming a 'fit and proper person'

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

What is meant by 'dignity & 'solemnity'?
Officiants should also have responsibility for what is included in the ceremony

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Officiants are carrying out a solemn duty and should have a clear understanding of what is required of them

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Officiants must be held accountable for exercising their duties in a responsible manner.



Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Independent officiants must be accountable for maintaining appropriate standards

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

An independent officiant should be obliged to engage in personal development, to overcome any personal shortcomings and deficiencies

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

'Consent ' orally or otherwise' - Does this mean someone could get married without being present at the Ceremony?

'Expression of Consent' should be made verbally during the Ceremony so that all present, relations, friends and neighbours, hear clearly and understand
that the couple are serious about entering freely into a lifetime commitment to each other.
The support of family, friends and those living in the local community, is vital, through the good times and the not so good times.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A wedding is a public declaration of intent, not to be taken lightly.
The words at the Ceremony should reflect the serious nature of the occasion, be serious and not be down to the whims of the Officiant or the couple .

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The Pastoral Introduction to the Anglican Marriage Service states -
'A wedding is one of life's great moments, a time of solemn commitment as well as good wishes'.
The requirements of the Marriage Service are not an 'imposition' but a recognition of the seriousness of the Vows being made.

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If the couple to be married are people of faith, then it should be their prerogative to include words that reflect their faith

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Freedom of religion is foundational in our society. Couples desiring a religious service after their civil ceremony should be free to do so.



Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Weddings are a public, not a private affair, there is no case for secrecy.
This requirement protects individuals, particularly women, from forced marriage, which is an ongoing problem in society today.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The optimum place to hold a wedding is within the local community, traditionally this would be close to the bride's home .
This ensures the support of the local community through all the chances and changes of married life.
Allowing weddings to take place anywhere could turn the seriousness of the occasion into frivolity -
'Go Ape' up a tree?

Please share your views below:

The law should limit weddings to local community buildings.
Most of the venues listed above raise serious Health and Safety issues and would constrain attendance for some.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a public, not a private affair. Locations chosen must have access to the public.

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, provided the venue is local and open to all.

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There must be specific safeguards and clarity as to what what constitutes
'safe and dignified'

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Officiants should welcome any advice to help them assess suitable locations

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Yes, this is an additional safeguard offering protection against officiants agreeing to officiate at unsuitable locations

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

The essential ingredients of a strong marriage are commitment to one another through the good times and the bad.
Couples wishing to marry are in no way discouraged from doing so under the current law. Couples already have a number of options. and are able to
choose the option they feel most comfortable with.

The provisional proposals certainly increase the options, types of ceremony and locations, These are however, peripheral to the fundamental nature of
marriage and should not be an influencing factor on any decision to marry.
Couples should not therefore be lured by alternative and attractive forms of ceremony for their wedding day, but recognise that their special day is the
first step on a lifelong journey.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Remote interviews do not give sufficient safeguards

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Yes, this provision should continue

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

In the case of a breakdown in relationship between the proposed officiant and the couple, yes.

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

No. Marriage ceremonies take place within the context of local communities.



Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

No, this places a considerable burden on already hard-pressed clergy.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

This is unnecessary.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

The civil and Anglican arrangements have co-existed happily. and there is no reason for change

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

There needs to be some kind of committee or application board to prevent spurious organisations from nominating officiants.

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It depends on what the beliefs consist of. If, for example, an organisation that believed that marital rape was to be enouraged, surely we would not want
to sanction their status as being able to nominate officiants?



Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

This becomes problematic when public policy contravenes traditional morality, for example in the case of same-sex marriage. The definition is too broad.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

No particular view

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, but their decisions need to be scrutinised.

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Somewhat difficult to prove

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Yes, but they must be held accountable

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:



No

Please expand on your answer:

in private homes.

Please share your views below:

A wedding remains a public event which can be challenged

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

No

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But 'parent' is unnecessary

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Provided such records continue to be publicly available



Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Witnesses are necessary

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

None that I am aware of

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

It's completely unnecessary

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(2) there should be no fee.

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

I think the current rules help couples to take time to consider the solemn nature of marriage, and so 'making marriage easier' should not be the aim of
any government. as it would in the long term damage society.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Most issues around the cost of weddings arise from peer pressure. it needs to be made clearer to people that the actual cost of getting married can be
cut to a very low figure if people do not feel compelled to hold lavish receptions.



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Humanists UK

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I'm a humanist celebrant so the weddings I conduct in England are not currently recognised by law.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I always explain to couples that their humanist ceremony will not be legally recognised, and that if they wish to be legally married they also need a
ceremony with the registrar, which they may choose to do at any point.

No

Please expand on your answer:

Most couples choose to have a separate ceremony with the registrar because they want to be legally married. The fact that they tend to do this with
minimum fuss, just two witnesses etc, demonstrates that this is not the most important part for them - what they see as their 'real' wedding (and their
anniversary date also) is their humanist ceremony, which reflects their beliefs, values and perspective on life and is conducted by someone who shares a
similar outlook and values. It's also important that they can have the ceremony in the place that means most to them, from their back garden to the place
they first met. They have to have a registrar-led ceremony in addition, because they can't have the ceremony they want as a legal ceremony.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Couples often get incorrect advice from registrars, such as being told that they can't have their legal ceremony on the same day or in the same venue as
their humanist one. Here  the registration service has started marketing itself as being able to offer 'personalised' ceremonies alongside the
legal ceremony, or a 'duo' package. This would seem to exploit their position, using the resources of the local authority to do so - it could be seen as
creating a extra revenue stream for a cash-strapped statutory organisation. This view would seem to be supported by the fact that the 'early bird'
office-based option has become more and more restricted, limiting couples' choices, increasing costs to them or making them wait longer.

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Humanist weddings are not recognised by the law - that is the barrier. That fundamental difference means that couples with humanist beliefs cannot
have a legally recognised marriage, conducted by someone who shares their views or in the place that means most to them. This is a basic discrimination
that couples with religious beliefs do not experience.

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

The pandemic has meant many couples having to change plans, not only humanist couples. But humanist couples replanning have had to change plans
for two ceremonies, not just one. This was most disruptive over the summer in England, when it became possible for couples to have ceremonies with
restricted numbers, conducted by humanist celebrants, but they were unable to have the required separate civil ceremony to be legally married because
registrations were closed - it seemed that registrars were unable to meet the demand. If the humanist ceremony had been legally recognised this would
not have been an issue.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

In general this seems sensible. I would support a change to a law where legally recognising marriage is based on the buildings where the marriages take
place. This discriminates against humanists/Humanists UK, and potentially other groups, whose beliefs don't require buildings for 'worship'.

It would also seem appropriate for non-religious belief organisations, such as Humanists UK, to be responsible for nominating wedding officiants.



Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It would make more sense to have a definition based on human rights case law in the context of non-religious beliefs, rather than one based on a case
about the legal definition of worship. E.g. Article 9 of the European Convention on Human Rights, which protects non-religious beliefs.

Please share your views below:

A list is a complicated way of doing things, needing constant updating. It would be better for the statutory definition of 'non-religious' belief to be
sufficiently restrictive so such a list of excluded groups in unnecessary.

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This requirement doesn't seem strong enough to eliminate exploitation by groups who might say they are motivated by their religion or belief but are
actually primarily motivated by commercial interests and making a profit.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

I understand expressly excluding organisations from nominating officiants where they promote unlawful purposes. 'Contrary to public policy or morality'
is too lax a definition - who decides?

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This would seem to allow commercial operators, i.e. independent celebrants to operate in the same market as registrars, with no guarantees of training
or professional standards, unlike registrars and officiants trained by the state or a recognised religious/belief organisation. Independent celebrants may
be principally motivated by profit, and could claim to be able to offer 'humanist' or 'religious' services when they haven't been trained or are not regulated
to do so.

Consultation Question 30:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This is the right approach to start with, but the registrar general should have the power to refuse an application if they think someone has been
nominated who is not 'fit and proper'.

Humanists UK celebrants must all have DBS certificates - this could be a requirement for all officiants.

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The state's role in marriage should be neutral - it should leave matters of religion/belief to the relevant religious/belief organisations. Civil ceremonies
should be there for couples who don't want to get married in a way that expresses religion/belief. The only exception should be to include content for
cultural, rather than religious, reasons, keeping the ceremony secular. This would reflect humanist ceremonies, where such content reflects something
personal and meaningful to a couple, but in a way that it is not a religious act of worship - such as a moment for quiet reflection, which clearly gives
religious attendees an opportunity to pray.

Please share your views below:

Something motivated by cultural or sentimental associations should be permissible, but nothing motivated by religious (or humanist) reasons. Some
guidance would be useful.

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Humanist ceremonies take place in significant/meaningful places, often private family homes/gardens - e.g. the place where the bride grew up. This is not
compatible with the open doors requirement, which could lead to the risk of intruders. This would seem to be an outdated requirement that could be
repealed, especially given the proposed online notice system.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

For humanist couples, the location is often meaningful and personal, and intrinsic to what the ceremony means to them. I've conducted ceremonies in:
the garden of the bride's family home, where she grew up and where she brought her fiancé to first meet her parents; the bar owned and run by the
groom - his own successful business built from nothing; the local park where the couple, then sixth formers, went to get time alone together; the
Mississippi steamer moored on the river in the couple's village. These and other similar stories mean that the venues couples choose are an essential part
of their story – not just a building that happens to have a piece of paper to licence it for marriage.

Please share your views below:

As explained above, many private and outdoor locations have particular significance for couples, and there wouldn't seem to be any particular reasons to
exclude these, if health and safety can be assured, and the dignity of the ceremony maintained - a hot air balloon might not be ideal. Guidance from the
GRO might be helpful, rather than detailed rules about what venues might be excluded.

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This would be a good idea - to avoid the current situation where fees lead to profit for the local authority, in a situation where registrars at present have a
monopoly in legal ceremonies for non-religious couples. It would create a level playing field between registrars and religious/belief officiants, who would
be bound by profit and gain rules.

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YU1Q-N

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-03 16:21:14

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

My wife & I had a church blessing without offical registrar but we then had our marriage
registered at a registry office.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

We had a church blessing abroad but always would have had it registered when we were back in our own country

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:



Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I am not sure how this affects the couples. Perhaps in certain circumstances this may be better in rare occasions.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

I have no opinion on this..

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

I think remote interviews are not a good unless it is required during the pandemic.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

It this is current practice I see no need to change it.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Yes that sounds ok

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

The clergy are there to help the couple to make their marriage meaningful, successful and of course it has to be legally carried out.
If the couple are not known to the parish and local clergy I think it is reasonable that the couple provide documentary evidence.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

I think that both of the couple should attend

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

I believe there should be some restriction on type of organisation but hesitate to name any here and now.

Consultation Question 25:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

The marriage contract between a man and woman is a committment between individuals to love and respect each other but also requires a certain
behavior in society which should be governed by moral and/ or legal standards

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

I agree

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

I believe that there should be guidelines on charges but higher would be acceptable in certain circumstances where couple were aware of reasons.

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As long as the basic requirements are adhered to

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location



Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I think that if the ceremony is allowed to take place anywhere at the whim of the participants will cause the dignity of the occasion to be lost.
However having said that I think one of the most important things is that the venue is easily accessible for everyone to attend and watch the ceremony
and the choice of venue has not been chosen to hold the ceremony in secret.

Also there is the possibility that forced marriages could be held in private settings where the public cannot attend and be a party/witness to the
circumstances.
There are already so many venues religious and civil for the ceremony.
The couple are welcome to celibrate their wedding after the ceremony at some other special location.

in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

This is something I had not thought of and I should hope that in these circumstances special arrangements can be made.
As long as circumstances are bone fide

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

In my opinion the current rules are not prohibitive to anyone wanting to get married.
There are religious facilities and civil facilities available for everyone.
I believe the problem is that over many years our society/government has failed to protect and promote the institution of marriage and the profound
value to society to have stable reliable family units with both father and mother who have been joined together in a memorable ceremony witnessed by
friends and family.
Also it is extremely disappointing the married couples tax allowances have been almost cut so that there is no longer any advantage to a couple to be
offically married.



Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I do not think that the cost is a barrier to couples going through the marriage ceremony rather the fact the marriage has been so denigrated by our
society that many don't see it as important anymore.
How to reverse that will require our society/government to realise the damage to our culture from a liberal view on people living together without any
moral and social responsibilities.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

none

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

At my own church where I attend we do not have our own authorised person for weddings so we have to use civil registrars in order to register weddings.
The removal of civil registrars would impact many other churches too especially if they are small like us and don't have a authorised person.
Our wedding ceremony is to be recognised by law and not being able to use a civil registrar at a church wedding only at civil ceremonies would then put
the marriage couple in a position where they would probably have to attend a civil ceremony too, to legalise the marriage. This will also stop many
churches who at present can conduct weddings not being able to under the new proposals without an appointed person in their church.
Some churches without a qualified authorised person may unintentionally break the law by not having the full legal requirements which a registrar would
know.

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

This proposal has to be careful especially in our current climate where people have different beliefs and just because someone does not agree with their
beliefs they can say they are being offensive so this should focus on objective criteria, this could include promoting illegal purposes which undermine the
work of law.

Consultation Question 27:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This could take away the sanctity of marriage as independent officiants may be asked to conduct a ceremony where for example the couple wanted a
Christian wedding and the officiant didn’t know what’s fully involved in this taking away then what it’s truly about. People nowadays are more likely not to
take marriage as a serious lifelong commitment as it needs to be taken when they are not given the full understanding of what marriage is about when
independent officiants are used, which would make it easier for a couple to separate if things may get hard at times not looking at the seriousness of
what marriage is really about.

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a legally binding contract between 2 people and a lifelong commitment. People need to consent verbally out loud in front of the people
present at the wedding that they consent to the marriage and that there is no impediment to their marrying each other as if the marriage is to be legally
binding this should be done before witnesses.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is important to uphold the dignity and solemnity of marriage. If the form and ceremony are chosen by the parties marriage ceremonies could be
cheapened. If people make their own weddings up and use elements of a marriage from a particular faith and mix it with something that maybe offensive
to that faith this could then offend the people of that faith.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

At a wedding ceremony it is important to know whether people consent to marriage and are not forced into it and that bigamy does not occur. Leaving
doors open to public access can help protect from this.

Chapter 7: Location



Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If this is allowed I believe it would help to remove the seriousness and solemnity of a marriage ceremony as unofficial weddings have already been
personalised and have even been held in a sadomasochism dungeon which damages the dignity of marriage.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

If people make their own weddings up, what’s in them, where they take place etc, more people may get married as marriage will not be looked on as it
should be but cheapened and divorces from these will most likely be higher as people won’t take marriage with the seriousness that it involves which is a
lifelong commitment

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUR7-V

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-03 16:24:41

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Did not attend any

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It may be inconvenient but I think it helps to emphasise the importance of the commitment being made.

Consultation Question 5:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I see no reason for changing the system as it stands.

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

I think a three week period would be more suitable giving time to check whether the couple were eligible to marry.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

The more 'remote' the process becomes, the more likely it will be for sham or forced marriages to take place. Much more difficult to ensure genuine
consent by either party.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

I think it is unadvisable to continue the present system as the identity of the participants is uncertain.

Consultation Question 9:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I think this is reasonable in today's world.

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Having the responsibility to uphold the dignity and solemnity of marriage is a good thing but what exactly doe those terms mean? These descriptions
must be more clearly defined as they will otherwise be very open to individual interpretation.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I think it is essential that each person consenting to be married should declare that audibly to all present. In a court of law, much weight is put on
personal testimony and entering into a marriage relationship should be regarded as one of the most serious steps a person can take. There is plenty of
flexibility for other statements to be added but verbally confessing a persons consent to the marriage relationship is of paramount importance. Signing
the marriage certificate confirms what has been declared before witnesses but cannot be a substitute.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is not solely for the benefit of the couple but also for the wider society. We all have an interest in upholding the institution of Marriage as it
forms the bedrock of family life and should provide a secure environment for bringing up children to respect and value other human beings. Therefore
there should be certain statements that remind the couple and those present what a significant step is being taken.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Allowing the public to be present at a wedding service means that a couple's right to marry can be challenged if there is a valid reason why they may not
enter that state legally. We know that forced marriages are a problem in our society and closing doors and excluding people could promote these.
The present requirement for open doors demonstrates that the marriage ceremony is recognised as an honourable state in our society and of great
significance.



Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The venue for weddings should reflect the significance of the contract that is being entered into and should be determined by the state rather than
individuals. If a person requires an operation, they go to the place appointed i.e. a hospital. The hospital doesn't come to them! Having to comply, I
believe, illustrates how much importance is attached to this institution.

Please share your views below:

I believe that the law should limit weddings to appropriate places, non of which are described above. These may seem 'cool' but would convey the wrong
impression of the marriage relationship being entered into. They would seem to devalue it and treat it as frivolous.

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I agree that officiants should be responsible for ensuring that wedding locations are safe and dignified but as previously stated, such terms would need to
be defined in law to give clear guidance as to what was acceptable.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 58:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YURW-V

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-03 16:26:26

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This could impact on small churches, who do not have an authorised person, who could be present at a wedding ceremony.
There is a possible danger that such churches could fall foul of the law, if they are required to take responsibility for unfamiliar legal requirements.
The current practice of having a marriage recognised in law, by the presence of a registrar should not be changed.

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

"....contrary to public policy or morality" is far too subjective.
People with merely unpopular, but legal, opinions could be prohibited from nominating officiants.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

At present, wedding officiants are either registrars with a high degree of training, or religious representatives, who are likely to hold strongly held beliefs
on marriage.
This proposal could allow independents to officiate, who may not value marriage as highly.
Marriages have taken place in undignified surroundings, with independent celebrants officiating.
Such ceremonies could become legally binding, if independent officiants were allowed, thereby diminishing the dignity of marriage.
It is not clear what safeguards or training would be put in place.

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The "prescribed words" - Marriage Act 1949 - are very important to the seriousness of marriage and the solemn promises spoken by the couple
emphasise this.
Without them, the whole ceremony would just become casual and virtually meaningless.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is much more important that a legal wedding ceremony reflects the seriousness of the commitment both people are making.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is not a private affair, but a valuable part of society.
"Open doors" should be retained, so that any member of the public can witness this solemn, but joyful ceremony.
The fact that any member of the public can so witness this ceremony could protect against a forced marriage or even bigamy.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Removing restrictions opens up the possibilities of totally inappropriate venues being used. 
How can dignity be guaranteed?



The solemnity of marriage should not be undermined by the undignified or unsafe nature of certain chosen venues.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::
Please select a region, state or province.

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:



No

Please expand on your answer:

The current requirements provide some opportunity for objections.
It seems to me that the proposal might cause a further divergence in preferred practice between the established church and state.

Consultation Question 5:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Just how is a veritable connection to be made between an applicant 'writer' and the face to face interviewee?

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

Whilst it is understood that there is a requirement for 'Special Licence' marriages, a 'short period' norm would place undue pressure upon registrar staff
to complete due process and 'skipping' of those processes might be the result.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

It is doubtful that a remote interview could detect any influence being exerted by attendees other than the interviewee.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Not understood; there appears to be a grammatical error in the sentence meaning.

Consultation Question 9:

No

Please expand on your answer:

How is a risk of harm to be detected or assessed.

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Since there appears to be be very few constraints as to the qualifications of the officiant, anyone would be able to act!

Please share your views below:

No - unless there were a stricter delineation of the officiant's 'office', position, qualifications, duties.

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:



The proposal seems to have implications of different conditions applying within the Anglican churches and the referred to nations. It is on the other hand
understandable, especially given the UK's non -membership of the EU, that this change should apply to Ireland.

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Publication in other churches serves a useful function of wider publication.
There are situations of multiple churches within a parish, or where several are served by the one priest, or where intending marriages are to take place in
that 'main church'; but where marital candidates live and worship in a remote church. The banns should be published in all the churches.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

I think I understand the motivation behind the question, but which seems to be requiring the Anglican church to carry out some detective work that
belongs to the state. Why has the Anglican church been signalled out from the other churches?
Proposal 1. is ill-formulated: if the clergy were to choose not to call for documentary evidence, then how could they be required to check such evidence?
Proposal 2. - It is common practice within the Anglican church for the clergy to meet both candidates together. The clergy use their judgement to assess
the several factors in making of the marriage: genuineness, legal ability, willingness, etc so, I do not understand the reason for the proposal.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes - they should. The current vows are made not just to each other; but to relations and indeed if the 'doors are open', to the world at large. Separate
declarations do mitigate to an extent against 'forced marriages'.

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:

This would simplify the work of the Church, where currently it has to refer on so many occasions, questions 'back', to the civil authorities.
If the State does finally cut its connection with the Church, civil preliminaries will have to prevail anyway.
It would be good if the church, whether established or not, could be permitted to apply any preliminaries it currently uses but which may not be included
in the civil preliminaries in the future. Otherwise, all trace of the true meaning of marriage may disappear.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

2. above is too loosely framed. Surely the officiant also has a prima facie responsibility to ensure compliance pre, concurrent with and post the ceremony,
with all legal requirements.

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

but doesn't this mean that the officiant has to be proficient in the language in use by the marital candidates, or if an interpreter is used, that he/she
should have to take some sort of 'vow' of faithful interpretation?

Consultation Question 22:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

as long as no expansion of the definition is made to include those not currently authorised.

Consultation Question 23:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Although I am not knowledgeable as to current practice, for both 1, and certainly, 2, above , failure of 'the state' to be involved in appointing officials will
result in inconsistencies in standards and practice.

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This would result in a multiplicity of nominations and, I repeat, a loss of control of standards and practices.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

I am not qualified to respond but suspect that those adhering to Sharia Law might be thus excluded.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Religious organisations have their 'offices' specified or publicised but non-religious ones mostly don't so this would be too much of a loosening again of
standards and potentially practice.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Do the words "and/or their offices" not need to be added here?

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It seems that anyone would be able to be an officiant!

Consultation Question 30:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This might be well and good for non-religious belief organisations of substantial size and formality; but there will be no-one able to execute this
responsibility in small organisations where friends will be nominating friends.

Consultation Question 31:

No



Please expand on your answer:

See my previous answer contra the appointment of independent officiants.

Consultation Question 32:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I can't see that this can be practically implemented or policed.

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This proposal seems to run contrarily to the proposal in Question 32!

Consultation Question 34:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I am confused by the use of the word "enables"; could the word "authorises" be more meaningful?
At 1. above, should the words "at the same time" be inserted after 2 and" and before "nominated".

Consultation Question 35:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

How would officiants do this if there is to be a widening of the regulations/licensing of wedding venues for example if the wedding took place in a busy
restaurant with a band playing or outside, say in a park or in the middle of a circus?

Consultation Question 36:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Guidance is one thing; but there should be adherence to certain key mandatory points in the ceremony.

Consultation Question 37:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is fundamental that an organisation does not 'police' itself, particularly in matters involving national standards and regulations.

Consultation Question 38:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No "fit and proper person" standard has been defined, so the General Register Office would find it very difficult to execute.

Consultation Question 39:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

See answer at 38 above.

Consultation Question 40:

No



Please expand on your answer:

Authorisation should at least have a renewable requirement every 7 years.

Consultation Question 41:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

1. I don't in any case agree with the appointment of independent officiants.
2. "Professional development" is a very loose term and difficult to police. You might as well have a defined 'renewal procedure' instead.

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

1. Consent and the 'impediment clause' are public declarations lending weight to the serious undertaking.
2. It looks as if any way of expressing consent is acceptable. Why is it wrong to make expressions in some formal way? Marriage is the foundation of
society and it's important that there should be some common thread running through that foundation/society.
3. This confirms my fears that it would not be necessary to say or express anything publicly.
4. So at what point shall I be able to object or declare impediment, especially if the marriage is made out of sight of the public?

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

So the wedding could take place anywhere at any time, whilst the parties to the marriage are doing something else or perhaps out of sight of the public.

Consultation Question 44:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not understood; there are legal limitations on virtually every type of marriage and how can you have no limitations as to form and content if the resultant
union is to be integrated and recognised within a society itself limited by laws or statute.

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

There is already a deal of flexibility allowed in civil weddings; but you could perhaps specify what would not be allowed.

Consultation Question 46:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

but that doesn't mean that a 'Service of Blessing' could not be held.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

'Open doors' is a fundamental to marriage being made in public. Additionally, it provides some protection against 'forced marriages'.

Chapter 7: Location



Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This would result in a dichotomy between marital candidates wishes and the responsibilities of officiants to ensure dignity and safety.

outdoors,, on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

Outdoors: It would be difficult to maintain dignity, solemnity where you have no control over , potential events and interruptions.
Inland waters: An inherently unsafe environment and not necessarily open to the public.
In the air: inherently unsafe and limiting to the public; not dignified if parachuting.
Private Homes: Safety not within control of the Officiant and not open to the public.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See previous remarks. Marriages should be made in public.

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Weddings should take place in previously licenced venues,

Consultation Question 52:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There's no yard-stick for an officiant to make judgements as to safety & dignity. If there are no detailed specifications, the officiant will come under
pressure to agree marginal cases of suitability. A licencing requirement against set standards, would solve that problem.

No

Please expand on your answer:

There would still be vagueness, lack of clarity; lots of cases would slip through the cracks.

Consultation Question 53:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If it's optional, just how effective would it be.

Please share your views below:

A licence based system is already in place. Why can't be expanded if that is the perceived need?

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But not to replace the physical copy.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

but why do both parties have to have knowledge (in clause 3. & 4. above)?

No

Please expand on your answer:

It sounds as if one could claim marriage; but have no way of proving it.

Consultation Question 58:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

It is not understood why it is "both parties" at 1 b. above.

Consultation Question 59:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Doesn't this encourage 'marriages of convenience' e.g. attempts to deceive pass-port control?
If one party subsequently wishes to be free of the marriage, without using the device of divorce or subsequently carrying the label "divorced"; but by
using the device of nullity or non-consummation, that party would no longer have the factor of 'failure to co-habit' as one of the reasons for nullifying the
marriage.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

It looks as if you're referring to "common-law marriage", which, as-far-as I understand does not exist in law. If correct, then there can be no such
presumption in law and the proposal is based on a false premise.

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Insufficient knowledge of the law to answer.

Consultation Question 63:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I can see instances of impracticality.

Consultation Question 64:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It's impossible to answer this question without seeing a proposed 'Schedule'; but it seems as if this is too much of a relaxation.

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There would be too much opportunity for falsification and deception.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The category of "risk of death" is too wide a one to implement without involving multifarious applications and dissensions.

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is doubtful whether a sense of dignity and safety can be maintained "in the territorial sea" and how will the doors be open to the public?

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:



These presumably would be smaller ships and not designed for passengers. The normal certification and insurance requirements and therefore the
requirement for '
"safety" would not be fulfilled.

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

So where would accountability lie?

Consultation Question 72:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Only Deck Officers.
Members of the ship's crew cannot be classified as independent, whilst acting as crew.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I am fundamentally against independent officiants as previously explained.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

I believe there is such a demand and on cruise ships, where often there is a 'chaplain', this could be easily be met.

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

but, in the meantime, what evidence (of approval) will there be (with-held) to prevent the schedule from being used as evidence of marriage.

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

1. It doesn't encourage, discourage or prevent.
2. It would increase the number of marriages.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

3. The published costs for a church wedding are currently at about the same level as those published for other types - about £500. It is relatively easy to
limit the costs to this level; but typically, other types will attract additional costs.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

4. The Church is not in the business of profit business. However, because many of its 'servants' are volunteer and non-fee earning, there are
opportunities for individual churches to expand their offerings, both now and in the future, thus to contribute to maintenance and conservation which
currently is unsupported. So increased volume of weddings would benefit the Church. All the indications are , however, that the Church will not take
advantage of this opportunity.

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I am in a conventional marriage solemnized in and by the Church of England

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Consultation Question 2:



Please share your views below:

N/A

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

N/A

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:



Other

Please expand on your answer:

What about other forms of damage like fire and flood, etc.

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

The fundamental purpose of the publication of banns of marriage is for them to be read in the area in which they are resident.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

1. Yes
2. No

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes - A separate declaration from each would be preferable

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The answer is no, if you are suggesting that someone else, in addition to the Clergy in an Anglican ceremony, should be required. Please see answer to
Q.22.

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Other

Please expand on your answer:



I am not in favour of the enablement of such non-religious belief organisations per se.

Please share your views below:

Please see my reply above

Consultation Question 25:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

20 members is much too small as the criterion

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

It should. That is the logical and proper line to take

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

No

Consultation Question 28:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A standard rate of charges should be applied by government

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

In principle, I agree provided that the obligation goes further and requires the Officiant to be duty bound to ensure that the tone and content of the legal
ceremony must uphold the dignity and solemnity of marriage.

The proposals should define what is meant by "dignity" and "solemnity" to maintain a common approach rather than leaving this to the vagaries of an
individual Officiant's views or choices or acquiescence to potential whims of the parties concerned.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is essential that both parties to the marriage must be physically present at the wedding ceremony to give his/her consent and declare personally and
publicly that there is no impediment to their marrying each other. To do otherwise would be a significant departure from the well-established principle
and expectation that public
declarations are a foundational component to the legal marriage ceremony. To do otherwise would risk undermining the solemnity of the wedding
ceremony and denigrating the seriousness of the commitment being made.

There is already a large amount of flexibility in the wedding ceremony. Personal variations can be added or made in any ways and so it is not too much to
expect that some standard and universal wording is used to demonstrate that both people freely consent to the lifetime commitment they are entering
into and that there is no legal impediment to them doing so.

Society has an interest in the making of a public declaration as a matter of principle and law. The concept that the parties to a marriage might be allowed
to devise their own form of ceremony and choose their own forms of wording without limitation is derived from a fundamentally misguided view of what
marriage is. The content of a wedding does not just belong to the couple alone. It is vital that they appreciate and accept that they will be entering into a
form of union which is understood and accepted by Society as a whole and which has therefore been legally defined by Society. The alterative of a wholly
self-defined marriage ceremony flies in the face of that principle and would devalue marriage by allowing it to become an entirely private and personal
matter.

Consultation Question 43:



No

Please expand on your answer:

A marriage ceremony is a serous and solemn event. A particular form of ceremony should not just be allowed because the parties want it. The form must
be kept appropriate for such a significant event in societal and legal terms.

A wedding is a public declaration in which society and the state have an interest.

The concept that a couple should be able to choose everything about a wedding ceremony comes from a fundamentally misguided view of what marriage
is. The content of a wedding does not just belong to the couple alone. It is vital that they appreciate and accept that they will be entering into a form of
union which is understood and accepted by Society as a whole and which has therefore been legally defined by Society. The alterative of a wholly
self-defined marriage ceremony flies in the face of that principle and would devalue marriage by allowing it to become an entirely private and personal
matter.

Unofficial wedding ceremonies have included a variety of unsuitable themes and it is very doubtful if many of these have reflected how seriously
marriage should be taken.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

but only provided that they must include the public consent and declaration requirements

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The requirement to have "open doors" is absolutely fundamental to the preservation of the public nature of wedding declarations. Removal of that
requirement would encourage a false perception that marriage is a private matter without any public significance. It was originally introduced as a
protection against forced marriage, a danger that sadly still persists in out modern day society.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A marriage is a serious and solemn event in which Society has an over-arching interest (see above). As such, venues should not simply be allowed
because the parties to the marriage want them but must also be appropriate places to hold such a significant
ceremony with societal importance.

Although there may be some perceived benefits in or pressure for allowing a wider variety of venues, great care should be taken that these are not used
as a basis for sanctioning inappropriate settings.

To permit marriages to take place "anywhere" would open the floodgates to a torrent of wholly inappropriate settings being chosen, some of which may
also deny the "open doors" public principle.

outdoors,

Please share your views below:



Outdoors - Yes - Public and significant
Inland Waters - No - Lacks public access
In the Air - No - Lacks public access
Private Himes - Downgrades the public and societal nature of the event

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See all comments made above

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This will lead to individual and preferential choices which could lead to a plethora of
divergences and interpretations. Society should choose and select what will be and what will not be suitable for approval.

Consultation Question 52:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The criteria of “dignity” and “safety” alone will lack any clarity in defining how proposed venues might be assessed.

A marriage is a serious and solemn event in which Society has an over-arching interest (see above). Society should define what will be satisfy these criteria
by prescribed rules or forma guidance.

No

Please expand on your answer:

A marriage is a serious and solemn event in which Society has an over-arching interest (see above).

Society should define what will be satisfy these criteria by prescribed rules or formal guidance.

"Advice" to prospective Officiants alone will not provide sufficient safeguards.

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But only within or for the purpose of interpreting nationally approved rules or guidance - See 52 above.

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I & 3 Yes

2 No

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No view

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No view

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

No view

Consultation Question 63:

Other

Please expand on your answer:



No view

Consultation Question 64:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No view

Consultation Question 65:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No view

Consultation Question 66:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No view

Consultation Question 67:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No view

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No view

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No view

Consultation Question 68:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No view

Consultation Question 69:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No view

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

No view

Consultation Question 71:

Other

Please expand on your answer:



No view

Consultation Question 72:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No view

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No view

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No view

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

No view

Consultation Question 74:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No view

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Set nationally by Central Government

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Government body should set prescribed fees

Consultation Question 80:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

No view

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No view

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No view

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

No view

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

No view

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No view

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No view



Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No view

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No view

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No view

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No view

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

No further views





Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Lots of churches have to use civil registrars to register weddings because they don't have have an authorised person of their own. Perhaps they don't
have a paid Minister or don't have many weddings. You want weddings to be (in your word) 'meaningful' so if a couple attend a Church without a
registered officiant then it is less meaningful for them to have to get married in a separate civil ceremony.

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

That sounds fair but who decides 'public policy or morality?' The truth is it could be determined by fashion or someone who has power/influence
subjective view. My worry is that those with views that don't chime with current fads (but are otherwise legal) may not be allowed to nominate officiants.
It can be much more objective than this proposal. Just exclude those who support illegal activity. That would be within the spirit of the law of this land i.e.
if it's not illegal it should be allowed.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

We hear of unauthorised independent officiants doing all sorts of bizarre (and currently not legally binding) ceremonies such as getting married during a
sky-dive. If independent officiants are able to legally officiate then, many of them would not give marriage the serious status it deserves. If they are
brought into a religious ceremony it is quite possible they may misrepresent the beliefs of the couple or water them down or compromise them. It also
opens the door to financial incentive with independent officiants offering lower prices, a sub-standard service and thereby compromising the dignity of
the wedding and marriage.

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The consultation rightly recognises that marriage is a serious and solemn undertaking. Therefore the ceremony itself should reflect that. The couple can
do all sorts of personalised things within the ceremony but there ought to be core declarations that are common to all weddings. No one disagrees that
marriage is based on solemn promises that are unchanging. The wording of the solemn promises should be in all weddings. The alternative would mean
some ceremonies trivialising a serious, public undertaking. The prescribed words themselves are very few - there is plenty of scope to individualise the
proceedings. The logical extension of doing away with prescribed words will be a subjective view (by the officiant) on what is 'dignity and solemnity,' ever
more bizarre ceremonies being sought and increasing commercialisation (probably making wedding more expensive).

In short, all marriages have certain things in common. If the ceremony is entirely bespoke then it sends out he message that marriage is whatever you
want it to be and thereby diluting it's importance.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Weddings these days are highly personalised. But they have to be balanced with, in the Law Commission's words, 'dignity and solemnity.' This is the most
important thing. The ceremony lasts a moment, the working out of the marriage a lifetime. If the ceremony is too personalised (and we all hear of some
really weird 'weddings' which are, quite rightly, currently not legally binding) it will bring these trivialised proceedings into law.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

These days forced marriages are on the increase. 'Open doors' weddings will help guard against this practice. Besides, a wedding, IS a public undertaking.
It has never been an entirely private matter. Dispensing with 'open doors' sends out the wrong message.



Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The proposal that the venue be 'dignified and safe' is entirely subjective (I note the LS does not define it). Indeed the LS suggestion that 'in the air' is
acceptable hints at this. It makes no mention of how unsuitable venues will be defined and identified. Again, there is a real danger that this will trivialise
marriage. As it is, nearly half of marriages do not last - this will further make light of a crucial institution for the cohesion of society and bringing up
children. For these reasons I suggest you stick to buildings registered for such purposes
Thank you for giving me this opportunity to contribute to the debate.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUTV-W

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-03 16:43:56

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Plymouth Brethren Christian Church

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:



Many marriages have had to be put on hold during lockdown periods. This has created stress on the couple that could be avoided as they would be
happy to have a very simple wedding with only the necessary authorised persons and witnesses present. A simple ceremony in a house would be
acceptable to us.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I can understand the history of this rule that we don't want it easy for immigrants to get into the country by having a quick marriage. I guess with more
technology this risk can be handled in another way. It makes it much easier and convenient for genuinely motivated people if this was abolished.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

With the current restrictions and uncertainty, this would be welcomed

Consultation Question 6:

three days;

Please expand on your answer:

I don't know of a reason why it should be longer.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

I agree with this as long as sham or forced marriages are correctly policed.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Agree

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

it is a necessary backup for any eventuality

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If we move away from a buildings based system to an officiant based system then it would be good for the governing authority of that organisation to
nominate the officiants as we do currently.

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

if an organisation promotes purposes that are unlawful or contrary to public policy or morality it should be excluded. However, organisations that have
genuinely held Christian beliefs that are contrary to public policy (such as same-sex marriage) should not be excluded

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

yes if it remains the same guidance as it is currently

Consultation Question 37:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If someone is carrying out their duties well, why change anything.

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If a wedding can now take place in a private building there may be circumstances in which doors need to be shut for safety.



Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As long as the seriousness of the ceremony is upheld

in private homes.

Please share your views below:

This would help in lockdown situations. It would be helpful to the celebrants to have the option of a relaxed circumstance if they suffer anxiety etc.

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The ceremony needs to take place in a suitable location whilst taking into account the couple's wishes.

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

it needs to be safe for all and free of interference from non-attendees.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Currently, the father's occupation is not detailed on the blue registration certificate, it would help if this was included on this.

Consultation Question 55:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It will save time

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals



Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

We welcome the government’s proposals as we see them facilitating more marriages. We support marriage and don't agree with couples living together
before marriage.
Some persons may have been unable to get married because of COVID therefore we support changes that will make this easier.
To remove restrictions to international marriages is welcome

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

As stated above, it would save us a certain amount of cost but not significant.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

It would greatly help if the residence requirement could be abolished. The current law is restrictive for persons traveling from overseas to get married.
It would help if the notice period were abolished or reduced from the current 28 days

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YF4K-3

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-03 16:44:02

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

My new business had to be shelved until Pandemic over



Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is often unpractical for instance couples, who now live abroad, but are returning to UK to be married in presence of families and friends.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please see response to Q4

Consultation Question 6:

three days;

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

I think this would be a very sensible thing to do.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Providing safeguards, as described, are put in place this would bring the process into 21st Century.

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

I don't see the purpose of this and could lead to confusion and potentially some unprofessional practices.

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This would make it fairer and less complicated than any other system.

Independent Celebrants should have evidence of a level of training.

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Unsure

Consultation Question 35:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I would need more definition of this, all Independent Celebrants, that I know, respect marriage, and support their couples to make this commitment
recognising it's importance, however some groups may not see the way the couple choose to design their ceremony as dignified or solemn.

Consultation Question 36:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See response to Q35

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

I see no reason to limit weddings in any setting

Consultation Question 49:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Faith and religious belief is very specific, I think (even as a celebrant with no religion) that it would be inappropriate for me to conduct an entirely non
religious ceremony in a religious venue.
However if their faith allows I see no problem with a religious ceremony being conducted (by the appropriate person) in what could be deemed a non
religious venue.

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I agree that it should be part of the officiants responsibility to ensure the location is safe but am concerned how 'dignified' would be defined.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

See previous answer

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :



Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUR4-S

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-03 16:45:16

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

N/A

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The marriage ceremony should be attended in person by each person getting married and should require them to say set phrases that is the legal and
core element of the ceremony.
This is important to ensure that the proper respect, seriousness and responsibility of getting married is reflected.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See my answer to qu 42.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YURB-7

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-03 16:47:42

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

In 2020 my wife and I celebrated 50 years of marriage, which is a marriage recognised by law.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

In my view it is wholly wrong for the wedding ceremony not to have verbal affirmation of the couples wishes. They must speak and declare their
intentions. The words used should be solenm and weighty and reflect a commitment to love, honour and faithfulness without which marriage is
neaningless. The prescribed words should remain and be the central undertaking of the ceremony, around which everything else is merely the trappings
of the day. The importance of marriage needs to be emphasised and the value of an enduring relationship, for both partners, children and the wider
society, needs to be underscored by verbalising sincere, significant and solemn promises.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is one of the most significant and serious decisions a couple can make. The service should have a significant and serious core (see 42 above) and
not a free for all for any type of ceremony the parties choose.

Consultation Question 44:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The current requirements should remain.

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This proposal recognises a lack in the current provisions.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Why not permit both if the parties want this? Surely it does no harm.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is a safeguard if there is pressure being put on one of the parties, so I think it should stand.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Married couples should cohabit and should consummate the marriage for it to be legally valid.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YURG-C

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-03 16:50:47

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

It is my view that independent officiants would be a mistake. The word 'independent' would lose all meaning in the case of those appointed by
organisations to act for them.

The current system does ensure that the officiant is truly independent and is able to act to maintain the dignity of the wedding.

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

That sounds like a total fudge. All parties must verbalise their consent at the time of the marriage ceremony, they must be present, there must be
witnesses, and it should above all things be crystal clear that a commitment has been made.

An 'open doors' policy should be maintained, especially in the light of modern day forced marriages in societies where other rules exist.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is not solely a private affair. It is a pillar of society and part of our law. There needs to be a place in every wedding where this is recognised.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Absolutely not. As explained above.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There would be a conflict for any officiant between their duty to maintain 'dignity' and 'safe' and some of the proposed locations.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:



An 'open doors' policy should be maintained

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It should not rest with the officiant to make decisions that should be taken by a higher authority.

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, but how do you expect them to do that? They would need to be very strong characters to withstand the pressure that would be exerted.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

I have no evidence whatsoever to offer in support of anything I say, except general observation.

The proposals would certainly encourage more couples to get married because they would be able to enter into it in a very light-hearted way, probably
with no understanding of what they are committing too. The corollary is that there would be an increase in the divorce rate, with rather more couples
divorcing several times in the course of their journey through life.

The price society has to pay is very high now, with social services stretched to the limit with family breakdown, children in problem, and all the associated
evils.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YURK-G

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-03 16:54:44

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YURM-J

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-03 16:54:51

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This provides true flexibility, equality and choice as you would expect in a forward thinking country.

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YURA-6

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-03 17:05:40

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

N/A

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:



Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Residency is important as part of the community aspect of Marriage.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

A personal interview is essential to ratify the authenticity of the lawful process of Marriage.

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

A specified time for proper preparation and investigation on legal grounds would be at least 4 weeks. This would mean enquiries could be made properly,
either
by banns, certificate special license or Bishops licence.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

At least one face to face with both parties needs to be made and both parties sign a declaration of details in the presence of an authorised person so that
any
coercion might be identified and details agreed by both parties.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Yes so that probity might be established.

Consultation Question 9:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Who would decide the risk of harm? Is this a step toward eradicating any check or balance on the institution of Marriage.
This could lead to a very private affair when Marriage is a Public Declaration of commitment of one man to one woman in a life long relationship within
the local
community. Marriage is supposed to be a strengthening of community.

Consultation Question 10:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

A Lot can happen in 12 months. A shorter period would be more effective. The three months as it is now would be as good

Consultation Question 11:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Officiants are already authorised and certified celebrants who may have problems in fulfilling the occasion but would have an agreeable alternative for
the place
of Celebration.

Consultation Question 12:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Not imposed by Government nor the couple but agreed by all.

Please share your views below:

Not without consultation and agreement by couple and place of celebration

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Banns read in the home parish of one of the couples where ever that may be reinforces the community aspect of Marriage. It is a means by which at least
some
check on the legality of the union is made.

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Banns should continue to be read in the Parish of both of the parties so maximum publicity of the plans might be established.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes to both if there is a hint of possibility of coercion or malpractice.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes a public statement is for the good of them as individuals, as a couple and for the community into which they will play their part.
A private declaration is good but a public declaration is essential.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Anglican preliminaries are considered legal by act of Parliament and should be seen as base line. Civil preliminaries seem to be less stringent.
The Act of Marriage should be strengthened not eroded.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Status quo

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Churches should continue to offer a Faith orientated marriage service.



Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Status quo

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Status quo

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Status quo

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Status quo

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

If the law of the land contradicts the statutes laid down in the Bible, the Bible must take precedent.
Public policy and morality has been and should always be contingent to the Judaeo Christian Faith as its bench mark and Canon.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

The Office of local Church Leader should be recognised as an officiant for the ceremony as well as any in that organisation or faith group who has been
recognised as having the authority to conduct ceremonies in the locality.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Status quo?

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Independent officiants would detract from the Community aspect of the ceremony.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Status quo

Consultation Question 31:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Should not be independent

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The solemnity and value of the ceremony culturally and community wise must come before profit. Hotels should not be allowed to organise and officiate
weddings
on their own. Community is excluded.

Consultation Question 33:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

There should not be independents

Consultation Question 34:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

If they are nominated by a religious or non religious organisation they cannot be independent.

Consultation Question 35:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

The 'Dignity and solemnity' of marriage must be by the Celebrant and the whole process of marriage and the place and process of the event.
There needs to be a definition of 'dignity' and 'solemnity'.

Consultation Question 36:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Civil ceremonies yes, but Faith ceremonies already have guidelines and 'proper's' in training for Ministry.

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Status quo.

Consultation Question 38:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

What sort of standards would be set? If a celebrant refuses to conduct a same sex ceremony would the General Register Office then deem that person
unfit?

Consultation Question 39:



Other

Please expand on your answer:

There should not be independents.

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A person cannot be married if they are not present at the ceremony. A simple signature is not enough. It is a public declaration of intent to commit their
lives to
one another.
A defined set of declarations protect the couple and society and strengthen both. Making it up or saying nothing invalidates the whole reason for doing it.
They
might as well continue to live with one another as before.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a community event and so making up your own takes away from the seriousness and solemnity as well as the continuity of the process and
event.
Secular themed weddings detract from the seriousness and solemnity of the occasion.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Status quo

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

OK

Please share your views below:

Might as well have a church wedding.
The Civil ceremonies I have been to seem to want to include religious content but without naming the God of Love.

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There may be a need for a civil ceremony for legal reasons but wanting a religious service as well should not be prevented.



Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The ceremony is Public and community so it protects against forced marriage. Even today this is a problem in some places.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a significant event and should be held in an appropriate place and not anywhere the couple want. It is a community event.

Please share your views below:

None of these because they not special for a special purpose.
Marriage is special.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Civil ceremonies should be public and special.

Consultation Question 50:

Other

Other

Other

Please expand on your answer:

If a couple want a civil wedding then they can choose to go to the local recognised civil venue. Why would they want to have their ceremony in a Faith
venue?
A couple who want a faith based ceremony would not want to go to a non faith based centre.

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This should be a community responsibility, which some councils have abdicated.
There is a need for a community based decision about Wedding venues as it is a community event, faith community or secular community.

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This is woolly. What is safe and dignified apart from what is now offered in Faith community buildings or Civic centres.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

What is safe and dignified? Individuals can have very different ideas. These are Faith / Civil Community based decisions.

Consultation Question 53:

Other

Please expand on your answer:



Set places as now. No outdoors, hotels, swimming pools or McDonalds as venues. Civic centres and Faith buildings are dignified and safe.

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is cohabitation not marriage. Marriage is a public declaration of the couples intent to commit themselves to each other for life

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:



Special case on compassionate grounds is laudable.

Consultation Question 63:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Some sort of rapid certification should be applied.

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Face to face declarations needed even if sometime later for it to be legalised.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Should be local. Community.

Consultation Question 69:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Only in special circumstances where getting to local community is not possible.

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Compassion

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

There is no need for this as civic centres and faith community buildings are already authorised.

Consultation Question 79:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No need for new wedding locations.

Consultation Question 80:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No need for out of register office fee as ceremonies should be at the civic centre building.

Consultation Question 81:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Ridiculous question. What other services?



Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Based on compassion

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

The present law does not prevent couples getting married particularly if faith communities provide the service at cost or below.

It is doubtful whether the provisional proposals would make much difference to numbers considered legally married

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Some couples prefer a registry office ceremony. Usually done simply but well.
Approved other premises will throw up other issues- cost would be commercial.
The cost of marrying in a registered place of worship are well known, but vary by denominations and vision for the institution of Marriage of one man and
one
woman for life.
There is little need for any other alternates if you want to maintain the safety, seriousness and solemnity of marriage. Hopefully it is a once in a life time
event so should be
special and meaningful.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Register office ceremonies are known to be simple and reasonable.
Other sites including outdoors should not be advocated.
Some faith groups advocate a civil ceremony for the legal aspects and then provide a free service of a spiritual nature to follow to demonstrate and teach
the true
nature of Marriage as the Bible indicates.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Civic centres and faith establishments should be the normal places for weddings.
More money is spent on the wedding dress and the reception that the ceremony itself so business opportunities should be a by product and accessory to
the
ceremony.

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Marriage should be within the community in which the couple are to live.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

Cost should never inhibit marriage between a man and a women who want to commit to a life together as man and wife. Some Faith establishments
provide free weddings so the only cost is registration, which should be as low as possible
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Response on behalf of an organisation
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What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?
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If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
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Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Small churches that do not have someone suitably qualified and trained would lose out in this situation. Without being able to have a registrar at a church
wedding, this would mean the couple would have to have two ceremonies instead of one. This would affect the church where I attend.

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

The phrase “contrary to public policy or morality” is rather subjective. Many churches still hold to Biblical (and still legal) views on marriage. There would
be a danger of churches with those views being discrimiated against because they were unable to nominate suitable officiants.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There is no guarantee that independent officiants would have a high view of marriage.
If a couple were not allowed to marry by a church on Biblical grounds, the couple could use an independent officiant who could over-ride and speak
against what the church believed.

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This proposal seems to be doing away with the prescribed words that are currently necessary. This undermines the seriousness and commitment
involved in marriage. Marriage is also a public commitment and yet the proposal seems to open the possibility of it being a private matter. In a day when
commitment and hard work in marriage has never been more needed, it is sad that this proposal seems to be undermining that. Making marriage almost
a gimmick is no way to promote its benefits.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Again, marriage is a very serious matter and should be conducted in a suitable and dignified location. Leaving it to the couple involved opens up sad and
ridiculous possibilities, which undermine what marriage is all about.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is not private and so public access should continue to be allowed. Bigamy and forced marriage are a risk if ceremonies become private affairs. A
married couple will be married in a community and marriage forms the basis of a strong society, so should not be allowed in private.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Weddings should take place in dignified and appopriate venues. Novelty locations do nothing to reinforce the serious commitment involved in marriage.
What safeguards would be in place and how would that be enforced? It would be good for churches that don't own their own buildings to be able to
conduct weddings in the school or community centre where they worship, but relaxing the law would need policing so that it wasn't abused.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Please share your views below:
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:



No

Please expand on your answer:

The seven days residency period enables the Registrar to make checks as to eligibility or otherwise of the persons intending to be married

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

see comments above

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

weddings are to be entered into without haste and with due thought as to the commitments being made.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Should be in person to verify identity etc. The very least requirement is by telephone as for example to register a death under Covid19 restrictions.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

No change is necessary to the current arrangements.

Consultation Question 9:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Should not be exclusively on line . Other public notices should also be available and widely accessible to give maximum opportunity for any objections to
be raised.

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

What schedule?

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

See answer Q10 above.

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:



I can see no reason why the existing laws need to change.

Consultation Question 14:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See answer 13 above

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

See 13 above.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Again, why are the Law commission trying to mend that which is not broken?

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

The law should expressly include religious organisations as they hold Marriage in the highest respect and morality.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

With the proviso that "fit and proper" are not defined.

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Again you do not define what is meant by "dignity and solemnity". This is a very vague phrase as it stands and easy to insert a very weak version of the
present situation.
As things are now the seriousness and solemnity of the vows being made is rightly emphasised. Is this what is meant in the Question.

Consultation Question 36:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Both parties must be present to make vows and to declare any impediment publicly.
A wedding is not just about two people. the couple are entering into a union understood by society and law. This proposal completely undermines this
principal if every wedding is different with no consistency in the promises being made it turns the whole affair into more of a hobby than a life time
commitment to each other.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This proposal even if the officiant agrees totally undermines the seriousness and solemnity of the ceremony . there must be consistency of promises
wedding to wedding so the society know what they are being asked to recognise as a "proper" marriage

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The open doors requirement was introduced centuries ago as protection against forced marriages, still a problem in our society. Removing the
requirement encourages a false perception that marriage is a private matter without any public significance.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A marriage is a serious and solemn undertaking therefore venues should be readily accessible for members of the general public to attend if they so
desire and not at the whim of any particular couple. Any venue must be appropriate for such a significant ceremony.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See comment made in 47 and 48 above

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

However the terms Safe and dignified are very vague as they stand. To make meaningful comment more clarity is needed. Where is the line to be drawn
how would a venue be tested?
Far more stringent safeguards are needed.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I think regulations would be needed rather than merely "guide lines".

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Unless one is a practicing civil servant this is impossible to make sensible comment!

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

all should have witnesses to avoid fraud!

Consultation Question 58:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals



Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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Personal response
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Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

No

Please expand on your answer:

officiants should have a wider responsibility to ensure that the content and tone of the leagle ceremony upholds the dignity and solemnity of marriage.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It should not be posible for someone to get married without being present at the wedding ceremony. Simply signing the marriage schedule is inadequate.

Consultation Question 43:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The open doors requiment was introduced a long time ago as a proction against forced marriage. This is still a problem in our society. In countries in the
Indian Sub -contant this is a problem.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The seriousness and solemnity of a marriage ceremony means that venues shold not be allowed because marring couples want then, but because they
are appropriate places to hold such a significant ceremony.

outdoors,, on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See above.



Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:





Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Remotely via zoom etc

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals



Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YURE-A

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-03 17:21:52

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I feel this proposal is unfair for couples who may wish to get married in a small village church which may well not have their own authorised person.
Many churches, particularly small ones, rely on civil registrars to register weddings.
If the ceremony is to be "meaningful to the couple" and so be "recognised by law” we should not be discriminating against couples who wish to marry in a
church which does not have an authorised person by denying them the attendance of a civil registrar to register their marriage. If this is not possible,
many couples who attend such churches are likely to require a civil ceremony separate to their church wedding.

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

I feel that “contrary to public policy or morality” is too subjective an assessment. It could risk those within the Church of England who uphold the biblical
teaching on marriage being excluded from nominating officiants.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Currently, wedding officiants are either highly trained registrars or religious representatives who are likely to have strongly-held beliefs on marriage.
Allowing independent officiants would open the door to those who may not place such a high value on the seriousness, dignity and importance of
marriage and could view it as entirely a commercial enterprise. It is very unclear what training or safeguards there would be against trivialising the dignity
of the wedding vows.

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I feel this proposal undermines the commitment and solemnity of the promises made between a couple. It would take away the beauty of the marriage
and all that it stands for, turning it into a meaningless process. The prescribed words form a foundation for the
declarations that form the backbone of a marriage and without them the ceremony is trivialised.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Wedding vows are not a commercial concern. If there is a desire to reduce the cost of wedding venues then this proposal will surely have the opposite
effect. I could see it opening up a floodgate of commercialism. Those officiants who are willing to be more flexible with the ceremony and agree to the
most outlandish wishes would be more likely to profit the most by encouraging couples to push the boundaries.

During the summer of 2020, there were 4 weddings that took place in our village church. The couples wanted to go ahead with the ceremony despite the
restrictions. It was far more important for the couples that the ceremony reflected the seriousness of the commitment the parties were making to each
other than they should have a personalised ceremony. Non-legally binding ceremonies can already be as personalised as couples want.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Wedding vows are a public declaration of commitment. Why close the doors on something as valuable and important to society as this?
Also, ensuring that weddings are open to any member of the public, rather than just those invited, is a way of protecting against forced marriage and
bigamy, for example.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:



No

Please expand on your answer:

My concern again is that the dignity of marriage will be undermined.
What safeguards will be in place to prevent unsuitable venues from being used? Who will determine what is a safe and dignified venue? The independent
officiant who has set up a commercial enterprise that is willing to push the boundaries? The terms "dignified" and "safe" could be interpreted very
broadly as the proposal of "in the air" suggests! This proposal would allow venues to trivialise the solemnity of marriage.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YU5N-P

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-03 17:22:08

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

My husband, who is a UK citizen, is permitted to have a legal humanist wedding in the country in which he was born (Northern Ireland). While myself, who 
is also a UK citizen, is not permitted to have that in the country in which i was born (England). Therefore I am discriminated against within my own 
country. 
 
The above can impact on other close family members, e.g. My parents wanting to attend their daughters wedding in a place which is significant to the 
whole family. 



The location we chose was very significant to us as a couple and due to it being in England meant we couldn't have a legally recognised ceremony at the
place that means the most to us.

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YURY-X

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-03 17:23:13

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Married in the Church of England

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Interviews should be in person

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:



Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Churches should be able to make their own decision on who may be married within beliefs of that church

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

in private homes.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:



Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YDYD-Y

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-03 17:30:58

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

 Registration Services

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Do not require confidentiality

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Married in a civil ceremony after giving notice in the current manner.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:



Have been a registrar at many ceremonies during Covid-19 restrictions. Many small but very meaningful ceremonies with immediate family and/or
friends. Some liked the lack of pressure to have a big party and that had encouraged them to marry whereas in the past they had been reluctant due to
family pressures and cost.
Obviously many couples have postponed their ceremonies which is a concern on future diaries and lack of legal status for couples if the worst happens
before they were able to wed. Have also done more CPs which has been helpful especially where RG's licence involved as they are much simpler to
manage but not everyone wants them.
Big frustration on venue was fact that even with experienced registrars we were unable to conduct weddings outside over the summer which would have
given us much greater flexibility. (Would have been wary of any venue eg private homes where there is no control on environment eg when some parties
have been ill)

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Would want to have evidence of where someone lives ie a recognised address on a bill or driving licence or similar which would only be available when
someone has some residency status but do agree that it should not mean someone has to give notice in their specific registration district .

Consultation Question 5:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Most individuals giving notice do not understand the significance of the answers they give. Starting the process in a simple situation ie when all
information is in place is good but would still need a follow up check. Concerns are over divorces, nationality status and foreign weddings where
paperwork is often confusing and law more complicated would mean it would be unwise to reduce the time available to do the appropriate checks by
introducing a follow-up process. When would the follow-up be in relation to the wedding? Could an officiate find themselves having to cancel weddings in
situ when the follow up hadn't been managed?

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

Current 28 days gives time for checks and balances especially with foreign divorces etc. The vast majority of couples do not have any issues with the wait.
There should be more flexibility and transparency on waivers though to ensure that in cases of real need beyond imminent death there is a route to a
faster wedding.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Remote interviews could be an option but there would be safe-guarding concerns around forced marriages. Not sure how the decision making process
would work to decide which interviews needed more follow up and how to communicate this to the relevant party. If people know that they can be done
remotely then they would potentially resist any follow up and it could be difficult to enforce. It puts a high degree of pressure on the individual
interviewer to determine what looks right and what does not.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Would welcome the removal of barriers for geography. The important issue is the quality and experience of the interviewer rather than where anyone
lives or serves.

Consultation Question 9:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Although logical in today's world how would personal data protection be balanced with a meaningful notice. You would not want to publish addresses
and occupations will inevitably become less specific to protect government officials. What would be the criteria for 'risk of harm'? Personal interpretation
may not always be the best measure. Also over time we could see a reduction in the value of family history as key and important details will be lost.

Consultation Question 10:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If the schedule lasts a year naming individuals would be too difficult. Surely it could just state the type of officiant eg humanist, priest, registrar. Otherwise
it becomes a bureaucratic issue trying to keep up with names and if on the day there is a substitute due to illness would this invalidate the schedule?

Consultation Question 12:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Don't believe it is generally practical to name any individual as an officiant in advance. This creates unnecessary bureaucracy.

Please share your views below:

As long as the officiant is registered / official it should be ok to step in at the last minute. Need to avoid any conflicts of interest though.

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

If all NOM were given at a registration office then would this make the rules redundant.

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Why have banns at all? Should all people just give notice - so there not a separate process for civil and religious ceremonies.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

If banns continue there should be the same rules on documentary evidence as with civil notices and the same rules on face to face. If beyond that the
clergy want to do additional discussions based on the religious element of the ceremony that that should be the element of choice.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

There should be the same requirements on declarations for civil and religious ceremonies. One standard for all.

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:

There should be the same requirements on declarations for civil and religious ceremonies. One standard for all.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Other



Please expand on your answer:

Alongside any legal duty should be the support mechanism to deliver it feely and without undue influence. If the officiant is 'employed' directly by the
couple there could be a conflict of interest. Also if the ceremony takes place in a private home then if would not be possible to ensure that the couple are
able to freely consent to marry without fear. To protect any officiant there needs to be some support in terms of health, safety and official venue status.

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If we are removing barriers why could a registration officer not attend a religious ceremony to act as registrar or likewise a humanist service. Do not
believe that couples would know the difference between types of non-religious ceremony.

Consultation Question 21:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The proposal does not take into account the responsibility of the role on the day. Any individual faced with a difficult or potential dangerous situation
(which we have come across at weddings) should have the support of the colleague who can assist in terms of talking to the couple while the other deals
with guests or in extreme circumstances the police. Also to ensure that the full legalities of the ceremony are followed it is good to have a check on the
day and a corroboratory witness if required.

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

It would be useful to have some sort of over-riding authority or certification for all officiant so they are all held to the same standard.

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Organisations are tricky and open to discriminatory practice or interpretation. All officiates should be registered and their qualifications subject to review
to ensure the same level of legal understanding for all weddings.

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There needs to be some protection around legal status and British values. What if a 'sincerely held belief about marriage' included polygamy? Need to
ensure the protection of women (and the vulnerable) above 'religious belief'.
Ultimately we should maintain the strength of a secular legal system.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

How do you define 'contrary to public policy' in a landscape driven by special interest groups and lobbyists? Very dangerous grounds.
Need to ensure the protection of women (and the vulnerable) above 'religious belief'.
Ultimately we should maintain the strength of a secular legal system.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:



Believe that any individual needs to be registered, trained and subject to checks and balances. Office holders might be a means of reducing accountability
and openness.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There should be a register of all officiants and beyond that some note of qualification or updated license number. Presumably also all individuals need to
have a Disclosure and Barring check which is regularly updated.

Consultation Question 29:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Provided that there is some training / test completed to illustrate competence and a disclosure and barring check to support safeguarding.
If there is an official register then the public would expect some rigour and checks beyond a simple list to ensure that their wedding is safe and legal.

Consultation Question 30:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There needs to be some additional safeguards put in place to protect the couples and also the organisations. At the very least a Disclosure and Barring
check needs to be in place. Also there should be some form of qualification to ensure training is carried out.
All should want to know that an official is appointed free from undue influence from any party to enable a safe and open process. What if a family
member was appointed to officiate in a community where freedom to chose a spouse was compromised?

Consultation Question 31:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes to above plus DBS Check. Also if do end up working alone should they have to prove they are not related to the family to ensure checks and balances.

Consultation Question 32:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Clear definition of officiants relative to personal (ie Familial) and business interests should be declared. There always should be a second official to
support safe and legal practice and there should be a formal declaration of interests.

Consultation Question 33:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Concern would be that independent parties would try and undercut official registration fees to drive additional business which would jeopardise
registration services. Registration Services have often been stated to be the backup to individual services without any real though about how the service
could be maintained and funded in the future without a strong base business.

Consultation Question 34:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If someone is qualified to officiate then why not. The issue is then of commercial conflicts rather than anything else. What is the real difference in this new
world between a humanist and a civil ceremony for instance?

Consultation Question 35:

Other



Please expand on your answer:

The definition of dignity could vary significantly between groups. There needs to be very clear guidelines eg on presence of alcohol

Consultation Question 36:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Need to be clear between guidance and specific rules. Interpretation might be an issue if not clear and pressure might be brought to bear on officiants if
the guidance is seen as not want is wanted.

Consultation Question 37:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There needs to be some independent registration management. Policing ones own across such a variety of organisations would be problematic and open
to abuse. What would the sanctions be if the rules are consistently ignored or bent? We are talking about a consistency of standards within a legal field
which if not managed could lead to many problems in families going forward eg inheritance, child protection etc

Consultation Question 38:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes - but who will manage this on behalf on the GRO? What powers would the GRO (and whoever is carrying out the task) have and on what criteria would
this be judged. There should not be exceptions on religious grounds for instance there needs to be a given set of standards. What is the appeal process
etc for any individual and who judges this?

Consultation Question 39:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Need to be realistic on the scale of this task. How often would any officiants be observed? How long would it take to manage such a system and any
appeals process? Would it just work on complaints - then this is open to abuse. The key issue will also be clouded by commercial concerns if there are
conflicts of interest. Do you propose that initially you manage closely the number of officiants to ensure the system set up is fit for purpose?

Any couple might be happy with an officiant as they would not understand the aspects of law and safeguarding that any registrar would know so it would
be unsafe for any system to expect those married to raise concerns about something that might invalidate their marriage.

Consultation Question 40:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Needs to be a regular registration update process to ensure that new aspects of law are fully supported and managed. DBS checks are annual so why
would this not be the case for officiants?

Consultation Question 41:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes - although there might be mitigating circumstances which would need to be understood eg illness. This points to the need for a properly funded and
organised support agency for GRO.

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Other

Please expand on your answer:



Many couples do like the traditional response of being free to marry and as it is in front of all their witnesses it is a good additional safeguard. Do not
understand the need to drop it.

Consultation Question 43:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Does need to have a degree of governance and consistency between types of ceremony to ensure equal status for all under the law, especially true when
it comes to religious ceremonies which are not currently officially legal. Also need to ensure officiants are not put under pressure either through
commercial considerations or cultural pressures to accept things that undermine the ceremony as a legal entity.

Consultation Question 44:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

As long as there is consistency about the requirements across religious and non-religious ceremonies

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

If we are talking about the use of hymns and music etc that would be fine.
Also religious readings are often requested.
Would maintain that the consent words and any specific promises should be secular though.

Consultation Question 46:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

A separate religious service would be redundant but if a couple want the option to do both eg for different groups of parents then why not as long as it
was clear that the second ceremony was not an official marriage.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There should be a provision for the raising of objections if required even if it is very seldom used.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There should be a means of safeguarding the solemnity of the legalities of a wedding ceremony and to ensure that the location is not a means of
enabling a forced marriage. Also there needs to be some protection to any officiate who could be asked to go into areas they are not in control of eg
peoples homes where someone is ill or an outside venue with no health and safety mechanisms.

in private homes.

Please share your views below:

During the current pandemic we have had situations where people who are ill or recovering have asked for ceremonies in their own home. As homes are
not an independent space how would officiates be protected from potential risk? Also how could you reduce the risk of forced marriages if there is no
private of safe space in which to interview. It would put significant pressure on any officiate if they wanted to say no to the go-ahead of any ceremony.
Limiting alcohol would be almost impossible in private homes.

Consultation Question 49:



Other

Please expand on your answer:

Would agree that some private locations are appropriate but not where the access is managed by the couple or their immediate family as that could be
problematic for the safety of the legal process and the officiate.

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

No

Please expand on your answer:

Happy for the law to be flexible to ensure that couples get the wedding they want - as long as any restrictions are known in advance.

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Should be clear health and safety guidelines plus a regulated list of approvals to provide protection to officiates and ensure legal standards are nationally
agreed.

Consultation Question 52:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Couples need to have clear legal instructions on what is allowed and what is official to stop undue pressure on a multitude of potentially untrained and
unregulated officiates.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Guidance is open to interpretation. Need a firm safe and legal framework.

Consultation Question 53:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Should not be optional - all premises should be clearly official and that should be updated regularly. Like an MOT you would not want an unregulated
garage managing the process as it is open to corruption and fraud.

Please share your views below:

Registration Services should manage all approvals in their area as now - they have experience and knowledge to ensure the best support of any new
potential venue.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Believe that the schedule could be altered after the wedding as it is for CPs but would be wary of a change of location as that suggests that anyone who
might object to the wedding on the day would not have access to the location as stated on the NOM.

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 56:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Believe that whatever system is in place would be better with third party verification - even if that means a wait on an electronic system to check the
details are correct managed by an official third party.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

If there are no witnesses then there should be at least 2 officials in place to ensure that all has been managed accordingly - should not just be a single
person as oversight.
I believe there should be a signature on the day and registration and the absence of either would make the ceremony unsafe.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Do not believe that there should be a time limit on this.

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Not experienced problems beyond getting the appropriate documentation from a doctor who often has little experience of what to do in the case of
terminal illness.
If the person with a terminal illness declines suddenly it can be difficult to ascertain consent but personally have worked with a colleague to ensure all is
in order.

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 64:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Depends on whether there is a secondary authority to approve rather than just the belief of the registration officer. Do believe that RGs and waivers
should be clearer as to the rules and allowances.

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Why would it be different to a normal NOM?

Consultation Question 67:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Do believe that the current crisis has shown that authorities to marry should be extended if required. Couples who are well prepared have been
penalised by the need to give NOM again in the current circumstances.
Do think that managing weddings remotely is a possibility but the concerns would be on safeguarding - how do you ensure consent is freely given if any
party is remote. Perhaps it would be ok if there had been some access to each party through the registration process ie if NOM had been given in person
then the ceremony itself could be remote but not both.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Need to ensure that the NOM procedure is robust enough to ensure that checks and balances are in place. How would the criteria for exception be
worded? Currently a doctor acts as a third party to ensure no abuse is in place but often they do not know the individuals in a big practice so this can be
problematic anyway.
It has been the case that people shielding during the current pandemic have been unable to but their affairs in order and that has been a pity and led to
more conversations than usual on waivers. This process could be clearer and more transparent.

Consultation Question 68:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Weddings on water do seem to a good thing for a couples choice but in these cases I would want the pre-ceremony interviews to take place on land
where there is no prospect of intimidation / lack of an escape route for anyone including the parties being married and the officiants.

Consultation Question 69:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

As long as there have been preliminary interviews in person rather than just a remote process eg for NOM. There has to be a safeguard that persons at
risk can be identified ahead of the event.

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

The issue would be the independence of the officiant rather than the type of vessel.



Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Think it is too difficult and bureaucratic to name an individual but there should be some recording of the official registration authority.

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Whoever officiates should be trained and registered and subject to oversight.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

No experience to share.

Consultation Question 74:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

With a proviso that until registered the couples might find some legal safeguards are not fully in place.

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

All fees should be clear to all parties and not subject to interpretation (or potential commercial interests)

Consultation Question 76:

(1) the same fee as other cases in which the registration officer must travel to the person giving notice, set nationally on a cost-recovery basis; or

Please expand on your answer:

There should be a clear and transparent fee process. If there needs to be a consideration for compassion it should also be clear and not up to individual
interpretation of need.

Consultation Question 77:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes but there should be a legal minimum which means that independent officiants can not undercut registration services or the service will over time
struggle to remain viable so affecting other registration services.

Consultation Question 78:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

All fees should be clear and transparent. If there need to be local variations eg for miles travelled then that should also be clear and transparent.



Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

There could be other variable costs ie at the moment the registrars cannot travel together so have separate mileage claims. These would need to be
taken into account.

Consultation Question 81:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

There needs to be a means to ensuring that fees between private and local authority run services are managed so there is an opportunity for competition
but not to the extent that registration services are compromised in the long-term.

Consultation Question 82:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Potentially appointments at these venues are likely to be longer and more complicated. Should that not be reflected in the fees?
Particularly it would take much longer to access and manage any detained ceremony so should that not be reflected in the fees?

Consultation Question 83:

(2) there should be no fee.

Please expand on your answer:

Potentially I am supportive of the fee being waived if there was a terminal illness involved.
Would there be a free certificate also?

Consultation Question 84:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

There should be a fee that reflects the work of registration and review. However, if multiple officiants are managed within the one office there could be a
reduction as they will be managing their own training and review programmes which would not be the case for an independent officiant.

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Believe that the increase of approved venues could help the number of couples contemplating marriage increase as it would be more in line with their
personal wishes and also potentially a larger range of costs. Do not believe that the current law actively discourages couples from getting married as
most find something that works for them but lack of public knowledge around the process probably does put some people off as they believe it is more
complicated than they think.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

The majority of couples do find a means of getting married (or having a civil partnership) within the current rules and the variety of register office options 
and AP options does provide for most. Even those on a limited budget can access cheaper ceremonies on set days of the week at most registration 
districts. The potential exception is those who follow a religion that requires a separate civil legal ceremony who have additional costs and procedures to 
complete but they are still a minority. The current law reduces choice for some in terms of the type of ceremony they can access ie outdoor weddings but 
I have no evidence that this stops couples getting married. The most often stated reasons people have delayed getting married is a question on the



institution or the fuss.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Any significant savings if any could come from a more commercial world with added competition on rates rather than from a reduction in approval
processes. The exception would be in instances where currently a non-legal wedding is the preferred option necessitating a second ceremony but this
would seem to be a big change of process to support only a small proportion of couples.
Registration offices might actually be forced to increase fees to cover costs if their proportion of ceremonies decreases and/or if the costs of the new
systems cannot be recovered.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Many restrictions in current legislation are supportive of a legal and sober ceremony with rigour and expertise rather than a driver of cost per se. It could
be argued that a relaxation of these processes would affect the solemnity and safeguards of the ceremony without reducing costs.
I cannot think of an occasion where we have been unable to attend a ceremony as registrars. The costs of registrars also cover the costs of the
maintenance of the health and safety and licencing arrangements which would presumably still be required in some form.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Some venues would benefit from a relaxation of the restrictions on location eg being able to be outside. This would offer more options for couples and
marketing opportunities for venues. Presumably being able to offer a pure humanist ceremony would also help with some couples but I have no idea of
what percentage of couples would marry where now they choose not to.

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

The current law is well managed by local authorities. Perhaps the pandemic has shown that the lack of flexibility can be a problem ie the ability to have
been able to use outside spaces rather than licenced inside halls would have been beneficial this year.

The clarity of the current law does make the role of registration officials clear and changes could undermine the expertise and commercial viability of the
service in its wider context.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Additional venues owned by local authorities could be added to the approved venues list if the criteria was changed. However, they will be concerned at
the financial implications of the proposals to their services. In addition they will be concerned around safeguarding issues and the implications to both
their staff and vulnerable people.

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Potential problems are not with the ceremony itself but the relaxation on the approval processes. Without specific checks and balances there could be an
increase of forced marriages and unsafe marriages. Safeguards need to be built into any process before the ceremony takes place, wherever it takes
place. Also the expertise and safety of any officials needs to be taken into consideration.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Flexibility is a great aim but a safe approval process is required.

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Currently couples can renew their vows on board. I have no knowledge of numbers of couples who would like to marry on board.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Presumably some couples would benefit from the ability to marry on board.



Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

The costs and benefits could depend on the systems required to replace the current system with a new system of oversight, training and audit. it is
unlikely to make thing cheaper and couple be more complex to manage. Also much of the new proposals rely ion registration services being a backup
service rather than a primary service - a last resort service which could be complex and unsustainable.





Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Authorities need time for proper resgistration

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Avoidance of sham marriages is paramount. Therefore applicants should be able to be interviewed in person

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Some cultures enforce 'honour' killings, for people who marry without family approval. There has to be protection for those under threat.

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

That makes sense. Clergy must be able to check identities.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

So long as that is covered in the marital oaths in the wedding ceremony itself, I see no reason why there should be separate interviews checking out the
truth of the matter.

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a divine institution meant to be available to all.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There should be a check, verifiable in law, that marriage has taken place, so an 'officiant' is needed.

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Registration officials need to be competent and trained in the business of wedding adminstration

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

No.
This is a very subjective question, and since marriage is ordained of God, the variance that is possible is endless. Any wedding should be subject to the
blessing of God in oath commitment, whether or not attendees & the marital partners recognise that or not.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is possible that officiants could then be appointed who have no respect for the institution of marriage, & then subject the ceremony to what is
essentially mockery. Far better that officiants trained in the necessary legalities are appointed.

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Prescribed words, spoken aloud in public for all to hear are of the essence to the marital commitment. That cannot be done away with.
Marriage is intended to be a lifelong commitment one partner to the other. The clarity of that declaration must be there, along with respect for each
partner for the other, as a serious undertaking, open to be witnessed by the entire community.
Otherwise the dignity of marriage is undermined.

Consultation Question 43:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:



As indicated above in answer to '42' - the openness of the marital ceremony to be heard by all is part of rootedness of the ceremony in the public sphere.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Some locations do not support the dignity of marital commitment. By allowing them to happen 'anywhere' what the law would be doing is NOT
supporting the seriousness of the lifelong commitment the wedding ceremony is supposed to reflect.

on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

In the air - makes it difficult to both declare & witness.
On waterways - probably subject to mishap & joke.
In private homes - militates against it being a public event.

This entire approach is heading in the direction of trivialising the event. So there should be safeguards against unsuitable venues:- (eg:-dance halls,
casinos, underground, on road roundabouts etc - a whole host of unsuitable venues). The event must not be trivialised.

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

In line with previous answers - to add to the dignity of the occasion

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees



Consultation Question 75:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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Telephone number:
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the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I am unmarried.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

This question doesn't apply to me; I have never been engaged to be married, or married.



Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Several friends of mine have had trouble planning and arranging their weddings due to the Covid-19 pandemic. My sister also has been unable to get
married; her original wedding date was in April 2020 but this was postponed twice, and they are still, as I type, unmarried.

The multiple changes to the number of wedding guests allowed at weddings have caused my friends stress and worry, and they have all incurred financial
losses due to having paid for food and tables for guests that they can't or may not have. This issue was unavoidable but it nonetheless forms part of my
evidence. I have not yet attended any in-person weddings since the Covid-19 pandemic was declared, but I have been able to view online, live weddings of
friends.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I generally think it's fair to ask that at least one of the couple reside in the country they intend to be wed in. But I struggle to identify why I think this, and
can only conclude that I am succumbing to a 'that's the way it's always been done' attitude that is now out of date. For couples like my sister, whose
partner lives in a different country, that rule is a hindrance, as only one of the couple resides in the place they propose to be married. Perhaps it would be
fairer to ask the couple to provide evidence that they have visited the country in which they intend to be wed, even if that's for the required number of
days, within the last three to six months.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

That proposal seems fair to me, and I agree with the arguments in the consultation paper about this. Giving notice online, in addition to offering the
opportunity to do so by post or in person, would remove some red tape and barriers to the process of marriage.

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Three days seems too short an amount of time to adapt plans due to issues that might arise from the in-person meeting, so I choose seven days as a
minimum instead. I suspect that the vast majority of meetings raise no issues. But I was concerned to read in paragraph 4.58 of the paper that in some
cases of forced marriage, 28 days is not enough to take effective action. I think we should safeguard against those cases as much as possible, maybe the
Forced Marriages Unit can advise on how.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

This proposal seems fair to me, especially during this time of Covid, when immuno compromised and vulnerable people may need to have remote
meetings - my godmother is in that position (she is due to be married in August 2021, postponed from August 2020.) The proviso that in-person meetings
can be required where fraud is suspected is reassuring to me too. I suspect that there are cases where such a rule would apply.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

I see no problem with couples giving notice outside of England and Wales in these circumstances.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Absolutely. This change would be a long overdue modernisation/update. The vast majority of people are online nowadays, so it seems fair to allow this. 
 
My only concern would be whether people who don't have access to the internet could also see the notice. Is this proposal in addition to, or instead of, 
posting the notice physically at registry offices? Though the vast majority of us are online, there will be a small subsection of people for whom online 
display might disadvantage them. To be fully inclusive, perhaps notice shouldn't be exclusively online. But I do agree that the notice should be available



online where there are no safeguarding concerns.

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I agree with the consultation paper's reasoning for keeping this rule as is.

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The arguments noted in the consultation paper about this make sense to me.

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This seems like a fair and common sense update to me.

Please share your views below:

I can't think of any other circumstances in which a substitute officiant should be able to act.

Consultation Question 13:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This makes sense to me.

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This seems redundant in modern times, so it makes sense to me for this part of the legislation to be repealed if it hasn't been used.

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

To be fully inclusive, I think banns should be published online too, as well as in the church where the wedding is to take place. I take the point of the
consultation paper that the link between a person and their home parish church has already been broken, as churches can be grouped together, so it
doesn't work to publish banns in each person's local church alone. But can their be another way (online)? To avoid this causing a safeguarding issue,
could people register for access to view these records, so that people who have accessed the information could be contacted for verification and further
comment if necessary?

The consultation paper outlines valid arguments for and against changing or doing away with the banns system. I am used to the idea of allowing local
communities to object but I do find it quant and probably archaic, in that I wonder how often this community responsibility is used. I like the idea of
keeping it but only because this acknowledges the communal/societal responsibility we have to each other, which is perhaps a romantic notion in this day
and age.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

I don't think that clergy should be subject to more rules and requirements than civil authorisers. To put it another way, I don't think we should expect 
more from clergy than we do from our civil servants in this context. 
 
From the consultation paper it seems like clergy don't want the power to call for evidence in this way, so let's spare them the power, especially as they 
have insufficient access to the tools that would help them do so (see Revd Trott's comment in 4.144). I do see, from the paper, the need for consistency 
though, so, if clergy are granted this power for reasons of consistency, it makes sense to me. We would need to ensure that adequate support is provided 
for ministers of religion,



 
I don't have a strong view as to whether clergy should be required to meet with each of the couple separately. Someone should, to safeguard against
forced or predatory marriages for example, as outlined in the paper, but that someone need not be clergy, in my view.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

I think it is right to require both people to make separate declarations. One person should not be allowed to declare for both people; this could allow
fraud and manipulation/coercion.

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:

As far as I understand that I've read in the consultation paper, having all weddings preceded by civil preliminaries would be more efficient and would not
exclude Anglican clergy from conducting weddings (my view on which is below). The arguments for universal civil preliminaries as at the end of chapter
four make sense to me, and it seems that it would remove some administrative burden from clergy too. That clergy and laity have been calling for the
same reform only strengthens the argument for me, especially as the paper says that having civil prelims would not stop churches who wanted to, to
continue reading banns.

As a Christian myself, I want ministers of all denominations, as well as religious leaders of all recognised religious meetings in the UK, to be able to
conduct weddings, provided they are trained and supported in doing so. It's a special thing to have your own minister/recognised religious leader conduct
your marriage; I wouldn't want that to stop simply because religious affiliation is declining in the UK.

Theologically, for me, it makes sense for Anglican clergy to conduct weddings in their own churches, as the act of having a religious leader conduct the
ceremony acknowledges a higher authority in that place of worship.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I agree with the arguments put forward in chapter five of the consultation paper relating to this.

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I have nothing to add except to say that I agree with the arguments outlined in the paper as to why this should be so.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This would be cost efficient for all parties and may make civil marriage more appealing to those who felt financially unable to access this option.

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I agree that the 'reasons for this special position have not disappeared' (5.77).

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This feels like common sense to me. The governing authority knows best on how to nominate such individuals. In the Church I work for, 
, its General Assembly would vote on this matter, which seems fair to me.



Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I have nothing further to add. The Hodkin definition reads fairly and I am reassured by its potential to include Humanist UK's beliefs as per 5.126.

Please share your views below:

I'm not sure whether there should be a list. I'd prefer for the courts to hear arguments for and against in each case, rather than prescribe via a list. We
could state that this change was drawn up with the idea that political parties and chambers of commerce etc be excluded.

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This seems fair to me.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

The law should most certainly exclude organisations that promote unlawful practises. I cannot think of an example where doing so would disadvantage a
legitimate organisation.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Yes, I think that organisations should be able to nominate officiants by office. This would be administratively efficient for larger organisations. I note the
point in the paper about this potentially introducing uncertainty but as the proposal is to allow this as an option in addition to named individuals, I see no
problem with this.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I see no problematic outcomes relating to this proposal.

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This would strengthen public confidence I think, as independent officiants would be able to prove that they are authorised.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I have nothing further to add except to say.

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I have nothing further to add.

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



I agree completely with this proposal, especially as it would not prohibit the officiant from
charging a fee, or profiting, it will just establish the value of belief before profit. This is a value worth enshrining in law.

Consultation Question 33:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I agree that independent officiants should be prohibited from acting with a conflict of interest but am torn on fees. Allowing for unrestricted fees seems
excessive, despite the the evidence referred to in 5.182. Could we allow for 'fair' fees?

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I have nothing to add.

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I have nothing to add to: 'I totally agree.'

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This proposal is both fair and necessary. It should prove useful too.

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Where there are consistent failings on the part of the nominating organisation, an independent body could intervene, but I do think the first responsibility
should be with the nominating organisation.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This seems fair and right.

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I have no comments to add.

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I agree with the reasons behind this recommendation. We don't want the status of a marriage to be put in question by the time frame of the officiant's
authorisation, and it sounds like an administrative hassle to require re-registration.

Consultation Question 41:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

I have no further comments to add.

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I have nothing further to add.

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This proposal would allow greater flexibility to couples while also ensuring that the wedding is legal.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The reasons for this seem fair.

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I am particularly empathetic to the argument outlined in the consultation paper relating to how interfaith couples could be impacted this proposal. It
would generally be great for couples to be allowed this avenue to be part of ceremonies that are meaningful to them.

Please share your views below:

Gospel/religious music could be expressly allowed, for example 'Stand By Me' by the Kingdom Choir, as performed at the Royal Wedding.

I also know the case of one couple, friends of mine, whose mother is a church minister and was told that she wasn't able to speak at her daughter's civil
wedding. She should have been allowed to speak God's blessing over the marriage during the ceremony, even though the service was civil, in my view. I
think short blessings should be allowed, for example in the Christian tradition we usually say 'May the grace of the Lord be upon you.'

Consultation Question 46:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I agree that this extra provision should be repealed as 'the validity of a civil wedding is now well beyond question' (6.113). I also think that this change
would complement allowing some religious content in civil ceremonies.

Consultation Question 47:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Though I do believe that marriage is a public expression of commitment that the public and community should support, and ideally attend, I recognise
that this doesn't happen in practice, and I especially take the point that open doors create a security risk for some couples.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



I have nothing further to add.

Please share your views below:

I don't see any reason to limit weddings in particular venues unless they cannot be held safely in those locations.

Consultation Question 49:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I have nothing further to add.

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

No

Please expand on your answer:

I think the law should allow these options but that generally it should be a matter for the management of the venues to decide. I don't feel that the
people/organisations responsible for the venues should be legally penalized for not allowing a certain type of wedding.

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This proposal makes sense to me.

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I have nothing further to add.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This proposal makes sense to me.

Consultation Question 53:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Having read chapter seven, I am convinced that pre-approval is unnecessary.

Please share your views below:

N/A

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I have nothing to add except to say that I agree with the arguments in chapter eight relating to creating a schedule that contains the information as
outlined above.

Consultation Question 55:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The proposed change is fair.

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This seems like a useful modernisation.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I have nothing further to add.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I have nothing further to add.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I have nothing further to add.

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I have nothing to add.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There should be no need for this presumption if the previously described proposed changes go ahead. I also note that abolishing this presumption has
no consequences for
cohabitants (10.126).

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I agree with the evidence presented in the consultation paper for this proposed change.

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I have nothing to add.

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding



Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

I don't have a view to contribute to this section of the consultation.

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I think an interview and notice would provide extra safety for both the person wanting to be married and the officer/preliminary.

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This seems simpler and more efficient.

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I agree with the argument in 11.36.

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This would ensure consistency and fairness.

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Particularly in light of the current pandemic, this proposal seems fair.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The general nature of the wording is adequate to allow for adaptation in/for future emergencies.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I agree that we shouldn't require evidence that a person is seriously ill and unlikely to recover in such cases.

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This gives couples greater freedom to have weddings in places that are meaningful and practical to them.

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This gives couples greater freedom to have weddings in places that are meaningful and practical to them.



Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

I don't have a view to contribute to this aspect of the consultation.

Consultation Question 71:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The paper's explanation for this proposal makes sense to me.

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I have nothing further to add.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I have nothing further to add.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I have nothing to add.

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

I don't have a view on this except to say that wherever I was married, I would want a religious aspect to my wedding.

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This seems sensible.

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I agree that the fees for all cases where the registration officer must travel to one of the persons giving notice should be the same (travelling to detained
people should not be more expensive, for example, as that gives non detained people a financial advantage).
But I am unclear whether this question is saying that the fee proposed is in addition to the existing charges relating to travel. If the proposal is for an
additional fee on top of the existing fees relating to this, then I'm not sure why that is.

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

I think it would be compassionate and fair to charge less in cases of terminally ill people.

Consultation Question 77:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

I have nothing to add.

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This proposal seems fair to me.

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I have nothing to add.

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This reflects the practice of funerals, where undertakers and drivers charge hourly.

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I have nothing to add.

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This proposal is fair.

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

I think it would be unfair for there to be no fee, when this service costs money. On compassionate grounds, and where we can afford to do so, I think it's
fair to charge less, but I don't think the fee should be waived.

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This seems fair.

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

I don't have any evidence to contribute in relation to this but I do feel that the proposals would encourage couples to get married, as they could do so in
ways that are meaningful to them. I imagine that the proposals would also facilitate couples getting married, and lead to an increase in legally married
people.

Consultation Question 86:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I think the proposals will have a positive impact, and that the range of costs are fair. I have no evidence to contribute.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

A friend who is getting married later this year said to me that she would have liked the option to get married at home, but that wasn't a legal option. The
proposals would benefit people in her position in future, as couples will be able to marry legally in places that are meaningful to them. I have no further
comments in relation to this.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

I have no comments to add in this regard.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

I have no additional comments.

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I have no additional comments.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I have no additional comments.

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I have no view to add.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I have nothing to add.

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I have no comment.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I have no comment.

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I consider marriage to be an important mainstay of family life and, more widely, of society.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:



No

Please expand on your answer:

I should like a longer time

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

because I think it takes time to ascertain a person’s elegibility to marry and, given that Banns in church are now outmoded, other means of
communication are required.

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Given communication is easy and people marry across these borders, satisfactory calling of banns in a place where families are known makes sense.

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:



If banns are still to be used, it is better to spread the net of communication wide and publish them in parish churches where those to be married live.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

I consider these to be helpful practices,

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

I think this raises the sense of an important step being taken.

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

I think our society should have the breadth to include the church and civil preliminaries

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Theee may be a case for expanding pool of officiants (imams) but I consider the present ones satisfactory and would like them maintained.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Let’s not overdo it!

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Given the rigours of selection and training, the vast majority of clergy are people of integrity.

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This should be possible and standards should be set.

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I certainly think marriage must be seen to be solemn and dignified which should be reflected in the officiant, content of the ceremony and the location.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It is important to keep all marriage ceremonies up to a set standard.

Consultation Question 37:



No

Please expand on your answer:

I think our society should have an independent group for oversight.

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I think reviews are valid as things/ people change.

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I certainly think those marrying should be present to make their consent. I see a public declaration to be very important for a legal marriage ceremony.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I think the form of the ceremony should not be open to ‘anything goes’.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I see no reason to change these practices.

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is important to maintain ‘open doors’ to give space for any objections.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I think that only locations that maintain the dignity of this important ceremony should be used.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUD5-C

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-03 17:53:24

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The meaning of what is to be understood as 'dignity' and 'solemnity' needs to be clarified in the proposals. The corollary to this question should also not
be overlooked: Officiants should also ensure that both the content and tone of the legal ceremony itself will uphold that dignity and solemnity.

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is an innovation which could potentially undermine the solemnity of marriage and dilute the seriousness of the commitment being entered into. The
requirement for being physically present at the ceremony is in itself a tacit acknowledgement of its importance and should remain a prerequisite. Simply
signing the marriage schedule is inadequate. The traditional publicly declared prescribed words, time-honoured and profound as they are not only form
the bedrock of the marriage ceremony itself but have influence beyond it and should not be replaced by wishy-washy expressions of 'interest'. The
existing prescribed words, framed in a legal formula, are understood by the law and society; a departure from this could cast marriage adrift from these
safeguards with the possibility of creating different grades of marriage throughout society consisting of varying degrees of commitment. The result being
that all marriages are undermined, not just future ones.
A large measure of flexibility in the marriage ceremony already exists, and It is surely not much to ask that some specific phrases are used to show that
both people freely consent to the lifetime commitment they are entering into.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This would be another innovation which could potentially undermine the solemnity of marriage and dilute the seriousness of the commitment being
entered into. The marriage ceremony needs to be appropriate for its significance: It is a public declaration where both society in general and the state
have an interest. Some of the questionable themes already adopted in unofficial wedding ceremonies engender the feeling that marriage is not to be
taken seriously. The notion that a couple should be able to choose everything about a wedding ceremony comes from a wrong view of marriage.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The “open doors” requirement is a facet which embodies the public nature and public significance of wedding declarations. It has been a protection
against forced marriage for centuries and still is.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Other

Please expand on your answer:



Marriage venues should be chosen to be appropriate for the solemnity and seriousness of the ceremony. Without running the risk of legitimising
inappropriate settings, there may however be practical benefits for extending the right of inclusion to a wider selection of venues, such as churches who
do not own their own building. Venue selection should not simply be based on a whim, but rather that they should be because they are appropriate
places for holding a ceremony of such significance.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage venues should be chosen to be appropriate for the solemnity and seriousness of the ceremony. The criteria by which venues are tested for
'dignity' and 'safety' needs to be clarified.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

The terms need to be defined, and stringent safeguards should be put in place to protect and reflect the solemnity and seriousness of marriage.

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 78:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YURD-9
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Anglican Priest

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Not concerned

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I am legally married

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not relevant

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not relevant

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not relevant

Consultation Question 2:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Not relevant

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Too casual

Consultation Question 5:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No firm opinion as long as it is taken seriously and not rushed.

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Should normally be longer. Three weeks for example. Otherwise rushed, seemingly casual.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

In normal circumstances all interviews should be face to face. Remote interviews do not tell you everything

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

No view

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Would be both physical and on line.

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

No view

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

N o view

Consultation Question 12:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

No view

Please share your views below:

I have taken a few weddings at relatively short notice, it should be permissible for clergy and registrars.

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Why not if part of UK

Consultation Question 14:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No view

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Should be read as now given that weddings can be away from where one or both partners live

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes. Same for all officiants whether religious or secular.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes, but same for all weddings and officiants

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

I think couples get a more personal /better service with church weddings.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Any officiants need proper training and point out solemnity of marriage

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Could blur distinction between religious and secular ceremonies

Consultation Question 21:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As long as registers can be properly filled in

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Has worked well for many years

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Training is important and due regard to solemnity and legal implications of marriage

Consultation Question 24:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No view

Please share your views below:

Wedding officiants must be trained in preparation of couples. Not a ranch of hospitality or entertainment.

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Seems fair

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Who determines what is contrary to public policy or morality? These can be fickle?

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 28:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes but need safeguards about religious freedom and non control by Government

Consultation Question 29:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Subject to training and ability.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Helps good practice

Consultation Question 31:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes but need training in relationship, proper preparation of couples and importance of marriage.

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes. This should not be an opportunity for undue money making.

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If church fees are fixed by parliament so should those of others. I

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Avoids confusion

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Very important. Marriage is a solemn and life long commitment.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As long as they maintain solemnity and importance

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

With supervision

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

To avoid flippancy

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



As above

Consultation Question 40:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Should they be reviewed say every five to ten years?

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As with other registered professionals

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

There are too many issues lumped together here.
Marriage is a public commitment and both any impediment and commitment should be made orally unless in very unusual circumstances, such as severe
illness or disability.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Too vague. There needs to be a common basic, solemn standard but parties can tailor to their wishes.

Consultation Question 44:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

All weddings need a similar standard of solemnity and commitment which is adaptable to belief and personal circumstances but with an underlying
seriousness.

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I have attended civil ceremonies where prayer and blessing might have been appropriate.

Please share your views below:

Readings from scripture, appprayers and a form of blessing

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Allow present provision.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:



It is a PUBLIC commitment.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Important to maintain dignity and solemnity.

on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or

Please share your views below:

Normally the ceremony should be in a proper and accessible venue.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is a public commitment

Consultation Question 50:

Other

Other

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Normally they should not be confused but there could be excep.

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Need supervision as to its appropriateness.

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Dignified needs careful definition and enforcement.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Needs to be robust.

Consultation Question 53:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No view

Please share your views below:

No view

Chapter 8: Registration



Consultation Question 54:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No view

Consultation Question 55:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

If Welsh it should have an English translation.

Consultation Question 56:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Unsure

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

In general terms

No

Please expand on your answer:

We need to retain witnesses.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Seem reasonable

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Reasonable

No

Please expand on your answer:

Cohabitation is not marriage.

Consultation Question 60:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No view

Consultation Question 61:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

It must be proper, serious and dignified throughout the process.

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

The terminally ill and housebound need special consideration and sympathetic treatment.
A prison is not a good place to start a marriage except in exceptional circumstances.

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It can not be a second class affair but delays should be minimal used

Consultation Question 64:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No view

Consultation Question 65:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Difficult to put a time limit in the circumstances.

Consultation Question 66:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No view

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

All,parties including witnesses need to be in the same place and at same time.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

See above

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Seems vague.

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Limits accessibility.



Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Limits accessibility

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

It is a public commitment not an entertainment.

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Needs a level playing field for all weddings except in cases of terminal illness.

Consultation Question 72:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Uncomfortable at it being part of tourist industry.

No

Please expand on your answer:

Proper officiants only

No

Please expand on your answer:

Maintain seriousness and solemnity of marriage. Proper officiants only.

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Very little if any.

Consultation Question 74:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No formed view

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Reasonable

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Compassion is important



Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Reasonable

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Reasonable

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Reasonable

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Reasonable

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Reasonable

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Fair

Consultation Question 83:

(2) there should be no fee.

Please expand on your answer:

If possible subject to medical evidence of illness

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Reasonable

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

There is plenty of scope at present. Many couples chose to cohabit.



Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

The costs of getting married as opposed to a reception are relatively low. It is the cost of ‘frills’ that may put people off.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No formed views

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

No view

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

Fees /costs need to be comparable and not a subject of competition.



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YURQ-P

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-03 17:56:39

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

In the church where I married they had an authorised person and so that made organising things very easy. Not all churches have an authorised person
due to size or availability of a suitable person are able so if a registration officer could only officiate at a civil wedding it would mean that it would not be
able to have weddings on the premises.
As nearly half of churches registered for marriages don’t have an authorised person it would create an unnecessary problem and could result in someone
that is not fully aware of all the law regarding weddings becoming an authorised person in order to officiate leading to potentially unlawful marriages
which is part of what this new proposal is trying to avoid.

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

The phrase ‘contrary to public policy or morality’ is open to miss use and could stop the lawful nomination of officiants due to changing public opinion
and popularity of views. The test should be objective for example whether it would be promoting terrorism or illegal practice.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Having independent officiants may turn wedding ceremonies into profit making businesses especially if there were no safe guards or required training for
officiants. As in my experience with funerals with celebrants officiating it has often meant anything has gone and not been very reverent. This could
happen at weddings and the seriousness of the the commitment be lost.
It could also lead to weddings where it only looks like a religious ceremony but actually is misrepresenting the religion. Or more than one religion could
be brought into the same ceremony.

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There is already flexibility and so this does not need to be altered. Marriage is a solemn commitment a promise between two people and the words of
consent should reflect the seriousness of this joining together. Words are required, it is not about just having a certificate but about a declaration of
intent of commitment to each other.

Consultation Question 43:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A marriage is recognised not just by the couple but by family, community etc. It should be an open door.
Closed ceremonies could lead to it being much easier for illegal forced marriages.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Although allowing weddings to take place anywhere would sometimes be helpful for small churches or those that meet in schools, village halls etc., that
would be able to carry out proceedings where they normally hold services or in a larger but appropriate venue. The danger with the proposal of
anywhere is of it not being an appropriate venue for the seriousness of the commitment of a marriage.
Allowing weddings to take place in the air or underwater would not be a safe or appropriate venue.

on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

Weddings in private homes would remove the ‘open door’. In the air or on water could trivialise the seriousness of marriage.

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YFB6-V

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-03 18:04:00

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

three days;

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

All dumentary evidence would need to be checked thoroughly to ensure everything in order



Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

I agree with this, it makes sense to ensure both persons are seen, but individually

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:

All weddings need to be treatd the same

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Whilst it is important for all documetnation to be seen and registered, if an oficiant is required, the fee charged should be only relevant to those specific
duties. Many couples find that registrars charges are high and therefore they cant afford another/different service.

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No, I think that registrars need to register the wedding only and officiant them conduct the full service.

Consultation Question 22:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It should be extended to registrars as some people dont like the religious feel

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I think that with the proper training this is a good move. Enabling people from all walks of life to know that they can contact an Independent Officiant to
conduct a legaly binding wedding

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Absolutely.
All officiants to uphold the dignity and solemnity of a marriage otherwise the meaning of a marriage becomes ridicule.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Guidance from any official office should be made available to all Officiants wishing to take on these duties but not at any cost. Fees would need to be
governed.

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This would ensure that all officiants have been trained properly and thereby stop any rogue officiants. 
Sadly there are many officiants performing funeral services that have not had official training but feel qualified to perform such services as they do not



have to prove their training at any stage of their funeral work.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This would help ensure all officiants comply.

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There is currently no time limit for officiants who perform funeral services, so retaining no time limit falls into that category.

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Whilst I agree initially with this proposition, it would be dependent on fees and timing between CPD.

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I agree with this but would need proper wording for guidance and use.

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, allowing the parties to get married wherever they wished

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

To include all religions enabling them to choose as they wish

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This allows parties to have a small part of religion should they wish without the worry of offence and misdoing.

Please share your views below:

It would prove helpful if text and examples were made available to officiants in the first instance.

Consultation Question 46:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

If we are to move on with new rulings and guidance, this would need to be repealed to help enforce the new guidance

Consultation Question 47:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Whilst I agree that weddings should be allowed to be performed anywhere, if also needs to be highlighted that the wedding is a serious event and should
be taken seriously.

on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or

Please share your views below:

Having a service on water or in the air might take away the seriousness of the event.
Perhaps with such venues, a signed statement could be made compulsory.

Consultation Question 49:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This would allow private places to be used, so yes agreed.

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

With proper guidelines set in place readily available to the officiant, this would be is a good proposition.

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It is vitally important that officiants have the information to ensure all weddings are performed in a proper location and should hold that responsibility.
This would also help ensure Officiants are worthy of that job.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Absolutely, full guidance would need to be readily available tthus ensuring the officiant did their job accurately.

Consultation Question 53:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

All locations would need to be updated and follow new procedures and protocol. Failure to do so would result in non use.

Please share your views below:

I agree with this and believe that the Officiant should be made responsible. For it to work the officiant would need Government sealed approval to refuse
the venue but only after following strict guidelines.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It's important to retain the information correctly, so agree but how this will be done after the event escapes me.

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I think if Welsh is required it should be English and Welsh. Irrispective of whether performed in Wales or England

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, its the way forward and all things are becoming electronic so this would be the way forward. However, high leel security is strongly agreed

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This would lead to a lot of changes in law and finances. The reason for marriage would be non existent and therebye eventually marriages would not
happen

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a serious event and any person misleading that importance should be taken to task appropriately.

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

By refusing a wedding to any of the above is surely taking away human rights irrespective of circumstance.

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

To ensure that the person who is marrying the terminally ill partner does not do so just to gain monetary and property inheritance.

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Things need to progress, but all required information as before should be retained with the new forms.

Consultation Question 65:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Im not sure there should be a time limit, what would this prove ? or give

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Under these circumstances a time limit would prove essential

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But with the proviso that the survivor, deal with the paperwork required after the event

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Cruise ships, but must in a port in England would prove highly succesful I think

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

All details should be made available for future reference.

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

A standard fee must be set in place to ensure fees are on a comparison level and to stop over charging

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

providing grounds for compassionate level is confirmed and verified for reduced fee

Consultation Question 77:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Settin fees must be a priority and will ensure fareness all round. Failure to comply must be taken seriously,



Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

helps to ensure fareness and allows everyone to know [prices in advance.

Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YU5T-V

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-03 18:04:18

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It should not be possible for someone to get married without being present at the wedding ceremony.

Couples would be able to say anything they like or nothing at all. This is a major departure from the public declarations always considered foundational to
the legal
marriage ceremony

This risks undermining the solemnity of the wedding ceremony and denying the seriousness of the commitment being made (there is already a large
amount of
flexibility in the wedding ceremony. The prescribed words are minimal and couples can already add to them in all sorts of ways. )

It is not very much to ask that some specific phrases are used to show that both people freely consent to the lifetime commitment they are entering into

The idea that a couple should be able to completely personalise their ceremony comes from a wrong view of marriage. A wedding is not just about the
couple. The couple enter into a union which is understood by society and has been legally defined. So society and the law have an interest in the making
of a public declaration. The
logic of a wholly self-defined marriage ceremony is for marriage to be decoupled from the law and wider society. Marriage would become an entirely
private matter, rather
like a personal hobby.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:



The proposal undermines the seriousness and solemnity of a marriage ceremony. A particular ceremony should not just be allowed because the couple
wants it, but because it is appropriate for such a significant event.

The idea that a couple should be able to choose everything about a wedding ceremony comes from a wrong view of marriage. A wedding is a public
declaration in which society and the state have an interest.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There is huge potential to undermine the seriousness and solemnity of a marriage ceremony here. Venues should not simply be allowed because
marrying couples want them, but because they are appropriate places to hold such a significant ceremony.

Question 48 here specifically asks about couples having ceremonies “in the air”, which would indicate that the safe and dignified test doesn’t seem too
hard to meet.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:



Other

Please expand on your answer:

There is a lack of clarity in how venues would be tested for “dignity” and “safety”. While the proposals call for guidance from the General Register Office,
the terms are not defined and stringent safeguards should be proposed.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUUP-R

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-03 18:14:18

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Seven days shows its not a spur of the moment decision.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Sham, or particularly forced marriages, can be more difficult to detect remotely.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I am worried that this proposal would be open to misuse by fraudulent people.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Any organisation that promotes purposes that are unlawful or contrary to public policy or morality should not be able to conduct weddings.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Officiants should be nominated in advance.

Consultation Question 28:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The dignity and solemnity of marriage should be clearly defined and upheld. This should be monitored.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Expressing consent 'otherwise' is too vague and open to misuse, as is the person being able to say anything or nothing.
Marriage is legally binding and consent must be stated at the ceremony.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As a legally binding contract, the form and ceremony have to be specific and set out in law.

Consultation Question 44:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There should be legal limitations in addition to the specific requirements of all religious groups.

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The location should be registered and monitored as suitable for a legal ceremony.

outdoors,, on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

All of these venues are not suitable for a serious legally binding ceremony.



Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Not Answered

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

It should be the responsibility if the Registrar.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This information should be entered at the time of the ceremony as a true and accurate record of the event.

Consultation Question 55:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriages should be registered in English only or in English and Welsh.

Consultation Question 56:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No



Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The officiant should be named.

Consultation Question 72:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(2) there should be no fee.

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUU8-Z

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-03 18:18:47

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

N/A

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::
N/A

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

N/A

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:



Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Never. I do not believe that interviews taking place remotely would be a good idea at all. It would increase the possibility of forced marriages taking place
if concerns remain undetected since it could not ensure that both parties would be interviewed privately. Also, again and again my answers to this
consultation will reflect my concern that some of the suggested changes could result in the marriage ceremony not being taken as seriously as it should
be due to it becoming a day formed by purely personal choices regarding location and style and with less long term commitment expressed if the current
vows are omitted. My parents divorced when I was 11 years old. I coped on the surface, of course, and continued to, but I know that the whole of the
secure foundations my life had been built on were shattered and it changed me, absolutely, for the rest of my life. Parents divorcing is life changing for
children. This is why I believe, for children's sake in particular, that marriage should only be entered in a measured way with a permanent commitment
intended, and that it should never be trivialised as something entered into in any other way, and then lightly abandoned.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Question 2 regarding issuing an amended schedule with a substitute officiant must contain safeguards to ensure that this has only been caused by a
genuine difficulty that cannot be resolved. It is important that the officiant is an authorised officiant that not only "ensures that the legal requirements of
the ceremony are met" but that they uphold "the dignity and solemnity of marriage."

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

No. Please see my answer to question 11.2

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

There should also be a legal requirement to uphold the dignity and solemnity of marriage. What is the guidance giving advice to officiants on how to fulfil
their duties to be issued by the General Register Office? To call it a legal requirement frankly seems a farce since a failing to comply with duties no. 2 and
3 to to uphold the dignity of marriage would not amount to a criminal offence. Furthermore, if this involved either registration officers or Anglican clergy,
the General Register Office would not have any authority to withdraw their authorisation. The legal requirement seems to be spineless.

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

ONLY if those nominated genuinely meet the legal requirements of being an officiant.

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

The law could be abused. "Contrary to public policy or morality" is too vague a definition and a slippery slope regarding the freedom to have purely
different values and opinions to the majority. In a true democracy, this is healthy and should be allowed. Only criminal organisations supporting things
like terrorism and violence should be excluded.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

What would be the "prescribed training" provided by either the General Register Office or approved by the Registrar General that independent officiants
would have to undertake? My concern is that opening the door to independent officiants may cause the standard to uphold the solemnity of marriage,
currently upheld by trained registrars or religious represenstatives, to be lowered. Again, my answers to this consultation regarding easing of various
restrictions are due to my concern that marriage will be presentated increasingly as too easy to enter into, ie lightly esteemed, and as a result, too easy to
leave. Also, independent officiants could operate for profit whose services could be bought if they provided an easy route for those wanting to flout
having a dignified ceremony befitting the seriousness with which a commitment to marriage should be undertaken.

Consultation Question 30:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Would there be legal requirements that would need to be met, to safeguard this?

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

They should not operate on a commercial basis but be limited, as are registration officers, to nationally prescribed fees. This would prevent the making of
profits being elevated above the expression of their beliefs

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 35:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This should be defined. How are they to ensure that the content and manner in which the marriage is conducted upholds the dignity and solemnity of
marriage? It is much too vague and open to very broad interpretation.

Consultation Question 36:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

What would this be?

Consultation Question 37:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is much too flimsy and open to abuse. They should be monitored by the General Register Office.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The present prescribed words (ie wedding vows) are a solemn declaration, conveying commitment. These should not be replaced merely by a form of
consent, or a gesture showing consent and especially not just by signing the statement, which could be open to abuse, especially if this becomes possible
electronically. Consent purely by signing would also infer the same meaning as just signing any form, or a cheque for example. Just how casual and
lightweight is this Commission seeking to make the marriage ceremony in terms of the seriousness of commitment that should be spoken out by each
partner? The vows are a public declaration, so the marriage ceremony should include these being spoken. The ceremony should not just be all about how
the couple would prefer it to be.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As stated in question 42, there is a public aspect to the marriage ceremony in that society recognises the state of marriage, legally. The ceremony should 
reflect this rather than becoming entirely personal to the couple. I am not against joy at all, but a wedding is not supposed to be a purely frivolous



occasion but should retain dignity and reflect chosen responsibility in terms of commitment to the other partner. How is the officiant (who may be being
paid commercially) going to ensure that the plans retain the dignity and solemnity of marriage? This is too open to personal interpretation.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As stated previously, weddings are also recognised by society and not merely a private affair. Also, the open doors policy could be an extra safeguard
against forced marriages.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Would this lead to weddings being held in inappropriate locations that do not reflect the dignity and solemnity of the marriage. Again, the marriage is also
of public interest, and not just a private matter and the venue should be appropriate. What safeguards would be in place to ensure this?

Please share your views below:

How would some of these locations reflect the dignity and solemnity of marriage? I despair at these suggestions, particularly "in the air". Marriage is a
serious commitment, not a show. I am not against joy at all but the real reason for the day must not become overshadowed and seemingly unimportant.

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As stated earlier, it may not be enough of a safeguard to rely on an officiant (who may be commercially paid) to ensure that the location reflects the
dignity and solemnity of marriage.



Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

"Safe" and "dignified" may be open to personal interpretation. What exactly is meant by this? These terms need defining.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

As stated previously, "safe" and "dignified" need defining more fully. How would the locations be tested for safety and dignity?

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

These proposals should ONLY be put in place strictly if one of the applicants is at risk of death before the end of the national emergency, and NOT to all
couples. Otherwise, couples should have to put their plans on hold, which they would do somehow if they were serious about their long term
commitment to the other partner. If the proposals are put into place for everyone, there would be a risk that these measure would come into force for
everyone eventually when there is no national emergency and this would not be acceptable at all as the measures are much too flimsy.

No

Please expand on your answer:

Please see my previous answer.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As stated previously, the venue should reflect the seriousness and dignity of the wedding ceremony. I do not believe this does.

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

As stated previously, the venue should reflect the seriousness and dignity of the wedding ceremony. I do not believe this does.

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Why not? Surely naming the officiant is a legal requirement and safeguard to ensuring that the marriage ceremony reflects the seriousness and dignity it
should?

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 78:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YDEU-V

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-03 18:26:50

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

self employed independent Celebrant

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Other (please state)

If other, please state::
Professional capacity as an independent Celebrant as well as personal views

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

not applicable

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

n/a

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

n/a

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

n/a

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

n/a



Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

n/a

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

As a Celebrant my couples who had committed to hold their wedding in 2020 were devastated they had to be either cancelled or moved to 2021. I was
asked by some if I could still perform the ceremony for them but meeting the restricted numbers and COVID rules, but given I could not legally marry
them their ceremony could not take place. Couples do not understand why their preferred and appointed Wedding Celebrant is not authorised to
perform the legal part of their wedding when for most it is the smallest part of their day. I am always at a loss to explain why.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I am unsure on this point

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The important part is that couples can demonstrate they are who they say they are and have proof of residency

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

As long as the individual/couple can prove their formal identify, residency and right to marry etc.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Not sure - but initial view is that it should be possible

Consultation Question 9:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Why do notices have to be publicly displayed at all?

Consultation Question 10:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

some couples plan further ahead than 12 months - so perhaps 18 or 24 months viable option

Consultation Question 11:

No

Please expand on your answer:



I don't fully understand the notion about a substitute officiant via the registration service. As a Celebrant I issue a contract with my couple and agree that
an alternative celebrant/officiant would be found in the case of my inability to perform on the day due to sickness etc. If it is the registration service then
they should ensure a similar officiant is the substitute ie meeting the needs of the couple and the type of officiant they wanted. The Celebrant/officiant
initially committed to undertake the wedding should be responsible for a substitute

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

in accordance with my answer to no.11

Please share your views below:

not sure

Consultation Question 13:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

not sure

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

not sure

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

yes agree published only in the church where wedding taking place. why published elsewhere?

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

all steps should be taken to ensure couple legally entitled to marry, residency etc. and met to ensure there are no false declarations etc.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Both

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not sure

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 21:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not sure

Consultation Question 22:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The couples should be the ones identifying which officiant they want, or seek recommendations from appropriate member bodies, such as the Fellowship
of Professional Celebrants

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

I do not support any organisation promoting purposes that are unlawful etc.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Bodies such as the Fellowship of Professional Celebrants should be able to nominate and recommend appropriate celebrants to officiants

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

On the basis that the Government enable non religious belief organisations to officiate at weddings, having a public list of nominated officiants would
help to ensure consistency and efficiency etc and provide confidence to those seeking support

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Independent Celebrants as officiants should be authorised and included on the public list

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



If officiants/celebrants are to be secured through a professional body such as The Fellowship f Professional Celebrants, all officiants associated to said
body would already be recognised as ‘fit and proper’

Consultation Question 31:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Celebrants generally go through appropriate training through bodies such as the Fellowship of Professional Celebrants but I accept that there has to be
consistency with the delivery of the legal aspects of wedding ceremonies and some level of mandatory training and cpd to deal with changes in legal
requirements necessary. But i do not support the notion that the Regisrar General has overall control.

Consultation Question 32:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Independent Celebrants can hold either or both religious or non religious ceremonies and therefore should be able to be authorised as an independent
officiant and nominated by either or both a religious and non religious belief organisation such as the Fellowship of Professional Celebrants

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Independent Celebrants know how to conduct wedding ceremonies but I agree and acknowledge that guidance covering the legal aspects etc would be
needed and best provided through thee General Register Office

Consultation Question 37:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not sure but possibly agree

Consultation Question 38:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

My concern is around the definition of ‘fit and proper’ and not having a process that determines whether a specific celebrant/officiant can be allowed to
continue based on prejudice, discrimination, personality and mis judgements etc

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



I would want to see independent bodies such as the Fellowship of Professional Celebrants feeding into this process. My concern would be that the
General Register Office are able to pick and choose their preferred or favourites and deliberately exclude those seen as independent and non belief
based celebrants

Consultation Question 40:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

If a celebrant is applying to be recognised as an authorised wedding officiant this should happen in a prompt and timely manner and perhaps their
authorisation to act is renewed annually or every two to five years

Consultation Question 41:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Depends on the suggested CPD requirements and the reasons why an independent celebrant/officiant is not engaging

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Through the body registering and authorising officiants to perform weddings

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Names of parents and occupations unnecessary

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Point 4 - same sex marriage should be treated equally as heterosexual marriage so not able to answer yes to this point but do to 1-3



Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

I have had experience of a couple who wanted to be legally married when one had been diagnosed with a terminal illness, but the local authority insisted
that the current process had to be undertaken. Time was not on this couple’s side. They had wanted their celebrant, me, to perform the whole ceremony
including the legal aspect, but obviously realised in conversation with me I could not provide the legal part, but given the pressure of time, I was asked to
undertake a wedding ‘ceremony’ in front of close family only and because they wanted to have a public declaration of their commitment before he died.
Sadly, he died on the day of the ceremony and they were not able to be legally married as they had desperately wanted. This was one of the most
heartbreaking moments for me as a celebrant. If I had been authorised to marry them legally too the difference would have been tremendous and far
reaching in ways many could not understand.

Consultation Question 63:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The terminal illness and conditions could prevent this and the time the individual has left

Consultation Question 64:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not sure

Consultation Question 65:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Hard to answer

Consultation Question 66:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Not sure but believe should be allowed to take place

Consultation Question 71:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

I am aware of a demand but cannot comment on level of this due to my own experiences

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not sure

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not sure

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not sure

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

From my experience the current law has prevented many couples being able to get legally married how they wish, ie by their preferred celebrant and
their preferred location, such as their home, garden, beach, mountain etc. Having their wedding ceremony and legal registration covered by an
independent celebrant of their choice has to date been disallowed and thereby prevented couples having their dream ceremony and exactly how they
wanted it to be



Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

The current provision stating couples must get marrried in a register office or licensed venue has prevented many having the wedding of their choice.
Forcing couples to have a legal ceremony performed at a register office and then the couple having their wedding ceremony officiated by their chosen
celebrant separately at a non registered venue has meant an unnecessary increase in costs. Most couples prefer to have their chosen celebrant led
ceremony to combine all aspects of their wedding with the legal aspects included and not treated separately as currently required.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Couples being able to have their preferred independent celebrant perform their whole wedding ceremony, including the legal aspects would decrease
costs, allowing them to have their chosen content without restrictions and in a venue of their choice and not forced to hold in a ‘licensed’ venue, which
generally means higher costs.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Currently an independent celebrant performing a wedding ceremony in a licensed venue and not authorised to perform the legal aspects has to ‘allow’
for a registrar to be on site to undertake this. Typically Registrars currently refuse to allow Celebrants to be in the same location performing part of the
wedding. Couples are usually informed that the celebrant is not authorised to legally marry them and therefore their ceremony must be undertaken by a
registrar. A number of couples I have supported to date have struggled with understanding this and some have been forced to cancel their chosen
celebrant and just hold the one ‘ceremony’ with the registrar and in many cases they have had to change their location too as their original one was not a
licensed venue. Costs in most cases have risen because of the forced changes the couples have made. Allowing couples to have their wedding in their
chosen venue with their chosen independent Celebrant and the ability to control their costs and flexibility has to be a more positive and constructive
move.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

There are many wonderful venues that can provide the perfect and appropriate space to host weddings. Many venues to date are restricted from holding
a complete wedding ceremony if they are not currently licensed. Venues also have their preferred officiants who work closely with them and their clients
but this to date is overlooked when a registrar has to be involved. Very often couples do not even know who their allocated registrar is until the day itself.
Using an independent celebrant means the couple have a strong relationship that is meaningful throughout the process and on the day itself. No
surprises.

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YU54-V

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-03 18:30:08

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

N/A

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

None

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

None



Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Under current COVID circumstances I would agree

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

I agree it should be possible as long as both are
Relevant nationals

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As long as this is made clear to the parties about to be married

Please share your views below:

No - only in pre agreed emergency situations

Consultation Question 13:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YU57-Y

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-03 18:30:25

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This proposal is wholly unnecessary because the present arrangement is working perfectly well. It would mean that many churches will not be able to
hold weddings because their ministers are not registrars unlike clergy of the Church of England. It will also cut down the choice for couples because they
will not be able to have their wedding in the church of their choice. Is this the beginning of an attempt to limit all marriages to civil registration and church
marriages will therefore have no legal standing?

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

This proposal would be extremely unjust and mean that many churches would be excluded from solemnising marriages because they are against gay
marriage for instance This would be a draconian measure striking at the very heart of diversity.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Independent officiants are a very bad idea. Many of them will be in it for the money, will not value marriage, will allow all sorts of daft things to happen at
a wedding(such as allowing a couple to dress as hedgehogs)and generally detract from the dignity of the wedding and marriage.

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Prescribed words are essential at a wedding because:
1. Marriage is not only a matter for the couple it is a public commitment and the same words of consent and vows said by every couple witnesses strongly
to that important truth.
2. Marriage is based on the most profound statements a person can make. It is absolutely right that it should be required that those vows and declaration
of freedom to marry be actually spoken to each other at the wedding.
Why these changes?
What we have now has worked well for centuries. Is the Law Commission seeking to undermine one of the foundations of our society further by turning
getting married into such a facile exercise?

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The Marriage ceremony is far too important to leave in the hands of the couple and any person who without training and supervision has set themselves
up as an officiant. It will lead to all kinds of outlandish stupidity. Despite the Commission’s somewhat empty expression of intent to uphold the dignity of
the ceremony many couples will seek to find officiants who will accede to their wishes. This will encourage commercialisation and competitiveness
amongst officiants to be the most permissive.
I write as a parish priest (now retired) of 42 years experience and have known the pressure of couples wanting silly and inappropriate additions to the
wedding service.
If this and other ideas of the Law Commission are allowed in law it will mean yet more weakening of Marriage and yet more moral chaos in our society.



Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Open doors must be kept. Marriage “enriches society and strengthens community” as the Wedding Service of the Church of England puts it. It should be
celebrated in the sight of God and the community. Marriage is not simply a private affair. This proposal is out of step in light of the drive for transparency
in our society.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Do we really want to go the way of the States and have weddings in swimming pools, on funfare roundabouts and pubs etc. How cheap, how superficial,
how inevitable to belittle the precious institution of Marriage. You are surrendering to the headlong rush toward extreme individualism which is
extremely unhealthy for the health of our society.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YFYZ-Q

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-03 18:30:52

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

The Christian Church Worldwide

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Other (please state)

If other, please state::
Member of the Christian Born Again community of MILLIONS

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

I give my consent to you publishing ANY of my answers or comments as widely as possible

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Having answered EVERY question we are of the opinion:-

1) This seems just an "exercise" in dissuading answers!

2) It is obviously aimed at just satisfying the "fringe" of the current PC brigade in order to impose their views on the MAJORITY that have used the current
system with virtually NO problems -

Please TELL us HOW MANY have had their marriages not legally recognised !

There does not appear to be any PENALTY for failures to comply in the new proposals - see Q35

3) SECTION 13 has TWELVE questions requiring ANSWERS NOT 7 as you claim - (COUNTING the SUB questions)

Other

Please expand on your answer:

How could it have been performed if it was KNOWN to be ILLEGAL - those doing it should have been (or should now) be prosecuted!



Other

Please expand on your answer:

What will the PENALTY be if someone answered YES ?

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Surely not until YOU have raised these issues.

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

AGAIN - HOW was that ALLOWED to happen - surely the law is open to prosecute those offenders

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

We could not attend one of our lovely young peoples wedding at our Church due to the COVID restrictions but it was conducted LEGALLY with NO
problem

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

You will have mayhem and how will people know there is an intended marriage to be able to object if necessary - eg. If the parties are KNOWN to be
married ALREADY?

Consultation Question 5:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

WHO would be able to see this i.e. A member of the public.

Your proposal of an interview "at a later date" leaves this TOO VAGUE - How much later and WHAT would the interview subjects be???

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

At LEAST ONE MONTH.

Otherwise there will be undue haste and possible mishaps and even long-term regrets.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

WHO will be able to MONITOR or Police this - and at WHAT COST?

And at WHO'S COST - the Taxpayers???

Your guidance says you "want to make things SIMPLE/FAIR/CONSISTANT"
This is suggesting almost the OPPOSITE - MUCH MORE COMPLEX/UNFAIR and INCONSISTANT than the current system !

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Yes Of course



Consultation Question 9:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

HOW will you decide if "... THE COUPLE ARE AT RISK OF HARM"?

AGAIN WHO will control this and at WHAT COST - you are making a MINEFIELD of problems trying to cater for a miniscule MINORITY.

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Do not understand - What is the SCHEDULE???

Consultation Question 11:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

AGAIN more COMPLEX - What grounds would the parties have for "issue of an amended schedule"?

YOU are making a massively COMPLICATED system with (even at this stage) no clarity as to WHY they may be able to request a change!

Consultation Question 12:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

SILLY - surely that applies already!

Please share your views below:

STOP this (Costly) nonsense.

They could think up ALL KINDS of reasons - Marriage should be a LOVING, SERIOUS and DIGNIFIED thing and not TRIVIALISED!

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

You are penalising the existing majority to placate a small MINOTITY!

When we vote for political party and MP it is the MAJORITY that prevails!

Consultation Question 14:

No

Please expand on your answer:

WHAT can you think of next ?

Surely if WAR breaks out the current rules would over it!

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

The CURRENT SYSTEM works FINE - stop this meddling

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:



YES = SIMPLE, FAIR and CONSISTANT as you say you want to ensure

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

OF COURSE - you will have chaos if not

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

You are ADMITTING that Civil ceremonies are VALID weddings so what is wrong with things as now?

As we said previously, if parties have done weddings that are not now valid, someone should be prosecuted and not turn the whole thing upside down as
you propose

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Surely this ALREADY applies to the current system

We have to SIGN to VOTE, Drive a Vehicle, Submit a TAX RETURN etc etc - so WHAT is so arduous about SIGNING that you got married??

NOT CONSISTENT with any other procedure as you are trying to imply.

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

They ALREADY attend Church weddings - Ours is a NON C of E Church and we ALWAYS get a Registrar to attend and ensure the LEGAL WORDING is said
and the Register signed.

Consultation Question 21:

No

Please expand on your answer:

You would remove the safeguard to authority in such an important and solemn institution if you only have ONE person.

A Bible verse applies here - as also in COURTS of Law "In the mouth of TWO or THREE WITNESSES shall every WORD be established" 2 Corinthians 13 v1

Consultation Question 22:

No

Please expand on your answer:

You CLAIM to want to make it FAIR (<<< BOLD Lettering like your questions are)
so retain the registrar (TWO witnesses as previously stated in Q21).

Consultation Question 23:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is NEITHER "CONSISTANT OR FAIR" as you claim and is open to anybody playing the master of proceedings WITHOUT any Background checks or
controls

Consultation Question 24:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Can a Scout Group leader thus do it?

Please share your views below:

How MUCH has this exercise cost ALREADY.

Is this "Consultation" just so lengthy as to put us off taking part -a herald of how complex (NOT SIMPLE) the outcome will be?

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

OBJECT to QUESTION 2 as not being DEFINED clearly What CONSTITUTES "a sincerely held belief about marriage"

YOU MUST DEFINE WHAT THAT MEANS

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

ABSOLUTELY and TOTALLY DISAGREE.

We see where this is heading - You mean if a body disagrees with the current obsession with LGBT arena of the PC (Politically Correct) lobby.

You are trying to destroy those who hold the Traditional (MAJORITY) view that has guide mankind for millenia !!

We are not that simple and naive.

It would mean independent parties be able to CHARGE (EXTRA to the Legal fee) they would be able to PROFIT and so more willing to agree to things that
were extreme or frivolous.

Another Bible help on this point "For the LOVE of £££ (money) is the root of all evil: which while some have coveted after, they have ERRED from the faith,
AND have pierced themselves through with MANY SORROWS" (Emphasis ours) 1 Timothy 6v 10

If those who were refused a Religious wedding were able to go to another officiant they may be aggrieved and find someone willing to denigrate the
position of the religion for refusal - what PROTECTIONS would there be against this? Thus making proceedings LESS Fair or Consistant.

WHAT TRAINING would there be of these independent "officiants"?

WHO would stand that COST ???

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Gobbledegook

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

BUT:- MORE RULES to change from current responsibilities.

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

They MUST and NOT "... be able ...."

Consultation Question 30:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

ABSOLUTELY - why would you ACCEPT OTHERWISE?

WHY ask this question at all?

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

YES - WHY would you EVER include the POSSIBILITY of being UNDER EIGHTEEN????

AGAIN - WHO will be doing the "... MANDATORY Training (+ COST) & continuing 'PROFESSIONAL' (<<<< ITALICS PLEASE) development...."

WHAT ANOTHER MINEFIELD

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The DEVIL is in the DETAIL after the COMMA ".. , By elevating profits ABOVE the expression of their beliefs" So it IS OK to make a profit - who will police if it
is ABOVE ...???

See our previous Bible quote on the LOVE of money

Consultation Question 33:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

NOT clearly defined enough- WHAT would be "A CONFLICT OF INTEREST?"

But then NO " limits on the fees they can (Surely "COULD") charge - AND you claim that Marriage is already TOO COMPLEX AND COSTLY - double speak

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

WHO will (EFFECTIVELY) Police this?

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

ABSOLUTELY - WHO will Police this and what will the "Criteria" and the "Penalties" be???

Consultation Question 36:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Needs MORE than the vague "guidance" - needs STRICT criteria that the attendees could INSIST on being adhered to

Consultation Question 37:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

PARTLY - surely the local authority should not be able to just wash their hands of responsibility, otherwise "anything goes"

Consultation Question 38:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

How will they get to know - could anyone complain?

What PROOF will they require?

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

For what period would the "de-authorising" last i.e. would it be PERMEANT??

On what grounds could they be re-instated?

Consultation Question 40:

No

Please expand on your answer:

They MUST be reviewed periodically

Consultation Question 41:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

What does "continuing professional development" MEAN

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Q1) The participants must make that declaration of no impediment (They should be MORE THAN WILLING and HAPPY to do so) -

What is there to HIDE or ashamed about?

Do you "propose" to remove the opportunity for someone to OBJECT?

This is VERY DANGEROUS GROUND

Q2) Absolutely unnecessary beaurocracy (and COST - to Taxpayers) if you just retain the current declarations - and also demolishes your claim of making
things SIMPLER

Q3) Again an UNNECCESARY and EXTRA RULE (Simplicity?)

Q4) Ditto above

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

What an open door to trivialising the solemn and impactful occasion which will have (hopefully) years of influence to all involved and to the WHOLE OF
SOCIETY since a marriage entered into and maintained is the BEDROCK of our system.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Just KEEP the system we have already got that has served this nation for Centries!

WHY this MEDDLING to cater for less than 5% of the Nation.

If we vote for a MP in a political party DO WE THEN LET THE LOOSERS make the laws or does the MAJORITY PREVAIL???

Consultation Question 45:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

WHO and on WHAT GROUNDS will this be decided if you introduce it??

Please share your views below:

That they will Love EACH other as long as they both shall live (Mk. 10 v 6-9)

That they will also Love, Honour and respect each other (Eph. 5 v 25-28)

That MARRIAGE is honourable in all, & the bed undefiled: BUT whoremongers and adulterers God will judge" Hebrews 13 v 4.

i.e. SEX is WONDERFUL if used CORRECTLY - Read ANY daily newspaper to see the results if not - OFTEN of "Celebrities" and "RICH" people to their OWN
COST AND DISTRESS !!!

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

WHY oh WHY?

This is DICTATORIAL and FAR AWAY from your initial promise to be Simple, FAIR and Consistent - You are RELAXING on MANY things and the REFUSING a
CHOICE in this Matter !!! DISRACEFUL

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

AGAIN this is your DICTAT

SURELY allowing the public to see is a wonderful and open thing that MUST be kept.

WHY would YOU (Authority) OBJECT to this continuing - Please Cite JUST ONE PROBLEM that has occurred in the existing system or likely to do so !!

Being open would be a great safeguard against such as "forced marriage" which you CLAIM (rightly) you want to stop !!

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

BIZARRE - what about at a Circus fairground, a GRAVEYARD, a derelict building site? - How could you police this and would such a wedding be LEGAL -
which is YOUR justification for making all these changes in the first place !!!

You claim there are CLEAR ADVANTAGES since many churches do not have their own premises - what fig of a cover-up for this dreadful exercise.

If THAT is your BEST Justification we question your integrity.

Please share your views below:

You do not DEFINE these well enough to give an answer - as per above "in the air" would certainly apply to a GRAVEYARD or DERELICT BUILDING SITE! 
 
You will so trivialise this wonderful opportunity for a serious ceremony. 



Will you next be considering having other LEGAL proceedings (eg. JURY trials) "in the open air"??

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

WHAT ARE YOU TRYING TO DO with this one - OF COURSE the places MUST ".. be publicly accessible" for things to be done "decently and above board"

WHY are you wanting people to be able to hide????

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

No

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

What MORE silly rules will you have to think of due to these proposed and unnecessary changes?

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Like minds think the same - you would get the most peculiar venues being agreed !

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

How would these terms be defined CLEARLY instead of just vaguely as here??

No

Please expand on your answer:

NO because WE DO NOT AGREE with the proposal at all

Consultation Question 53:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

You are needing RULE after RULE after RULE after RULE to control these proposals!

HOW MUCH has all this COST SO FAR????

Please share your views below:

DISAGREE with the whole concept of this

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

At last a sensible and simple idea - well done!

Surely this is as the current system (I.e. Date /Place/Relationships)

Consultation Question 55:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Another obvious and simple plan - congratulations

Consultation Question 56:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As per. Frank Abignales lectures (Of "Catch me if you can" fame) this is my opinion too:---

"TECHNOLOGY BREEDS CRIME"

Enough said

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Why does Q1 say "EITHER PARTY" yet Q3 and Q4 has to be "BOTH PARTIES"?

SURELY Q3 and Q4 should be "EITHER" also !!

We would vote YES if this were changed

No

Please expand on your answer:

Disagree with No 2) With NO WITNESSES it MUST be void !

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

OBVIOUSLY - at last

Consultation Question 59:

No

Please expand on your answer:

What is their point in getting "MARRIED" then if not to live together - money grabbing??

No

Please expand on your answer:

What an unnecessary minefield you are creating

Consultation Question 60:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Some safeguards must be maintained

Consultation Question 61:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

How often has the CURRENT system failed in this way (EVER?) - STOP MEDDLING

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

YES - who will adjudicate this?

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Otherwise obviously open to unscruplious manipulation

Consultation Question 64:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Why alter things for the sake of it?

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

OK then

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

With PROPER checks of the circumstances

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

OPEN to ALL KINDS of manipulation.

You must have spent massive effort (TIME & MONEY) on this ALREADY and will need to do so AFTERWARDS if you go ahead

No

Please expand on your answer:

Stop these complications - you were SUPPOSED to be making things SIMPLER remember??

No

Please expand on your answer:

Stop this now

Consultation Question 68:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

OK if arranged with decorum and solemnity but would they?



Consultation Question 69:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Ditto comment as above

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Come on - just be sensible about all this and stop trying to cover any possibility.

You will end up being pressured into whether a could couples get married in a SPACESHIP soon.

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

NONESENSE - of course there should be someone of STANDING involved

Consultation Question 72:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Contradicts previous question 71 - If they will officiate WHY NOT GIVE THEIR NAMES ?????

Other

Please expand on your answer:

You are going on and on and on with DIFFICULTIES that YOU are creating??/

Other

Please expand on your answer:

WHO thought of all this COMPLICATION???

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

NOT up to now - why do YOU think there is?

Consultation Question 74:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

What a noose you are creating for your own necks

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

No

Please expand on your answer:

SURELY these are the ones who NEED help not EXTRA costs which was one of the arguments against the current system

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:



See previous answer - NIL

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Why the question at all - do THEY want it FREE ??

Consultation Question 78:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The fee should REFLECT the cost - going to a graveyard to certify should NOT just be at cost!

Consultation Question 79:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If it is OPTIONAL, the people making the choice should PAY a fee that reflects the true cost PLUS an amount that benefits the local authority

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Absolutely - the party should PAY for them making this inconvenient choice!

Consultation Question 81:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

You do not define the term "Discretionary services" so how can we answer Yes OR No?

Might it be for making a speech, giving out procedural documents, showing people to their places?

They should be paid for at a sensible rate.

Consultation Question 82:

No

Please expand on your answer:

For those housebound it should be LESS.

For those "detained" (Prison?) it should be more.

Consultation Question 83:

(2) there should be no fee.

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

What a NIGHTMARE of rules you are proposing - SIMLPYFYING ???/?

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals



Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Q1) The current law has worked absolutely fine in our opinion for YEARS

We ourselves have been married for 51 years and can look back on the WONDERFUL day we had.

IN ADDITION we have FOUR children who had no problem whatsoever in getting LEGALLY married - you are DISRUPTING a perfectly sound and
time-proven system to cater for a MINISCULE MINORITY that will cost the rest of us a small fortune.

Q2) They would easily lead to more and more obscure "weddings" for those "on the fringes" of behaviour that is BOUND to lead to a lowering of respect
for this VITAL aspect of British and family life.-

More & MORE children are suffering from BROKEN family life which will blight them (and SOCIETY as a whole) for YEARS and YEARS to come.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

We have NO evidence to support that what you are proposing would be of ANY "BENEFIT" to those who wish to have a dignified and memorable legal
union.

Q1) These are CURRENTLY reasonable
Q2) Ditto
Q3) Ditto
Q4) How can you have had one there then if they were NOT authorised - Have people been breaking the law??
Q5) Not applicable

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Q1) This doe not make sense - you are proposing to eliminate them.

Q2) How can we possibly compare costs with ".. locations that could not be approved under the current law ..."

Q3) Do not understand - not comparing apples with apples!!

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Q1) Surely if people can comply with requirements for a driving test, a passport or a house purchase, WHAT problem could there be in complying with
rules that 100's of THOUSANDS have managed to fulfil under the PRESENT SYSTEM (even so much as in wartime)

Q2) Ditto as Q1 above - you are making a mountain out of a molehill in order to push your agenda.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Q1) How can you expect things to be done "decently and in order" if no approval is required??

Q2) Surely the registration officers ALREADY attend at Civil weddings

Q3) The costs will be GREATER

Q4) You are ASSUMING there will be "... an increase in the number of weddings ..."
and so is this exercise driven by ££££££ "For the LOVE of ONEY is the root of all evil" 1Timothy Ch. 6 v 10

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

The current impact is MINISCULE compared to what you are "proposing" since it is a long established and well oiled procedure.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Absolutely NO benefit and rather a MASSIVE disruption in order to cater for a tiny minority who "may not be able to get a legal wedding" - your own
words

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Q1) We do not know of ANY insurmountable obstacles in the present system

Q2) Ditto - people have managed for generations !!

AND today we are supposed to be MORE educated and capable !!!

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Q1) Will be a NEGATIVE impact and disruption to a system that is already oK

Q2) Ditto - We personally know of people that have successfully married someone from overseas using the PRESENT system with no real difficulty.

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

You already say that people cannot marry in a maritime venue, yet we have seen such take place on TV programmes so what is the problem?

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

In view of our previous comment, we see NO BENEFIT WHATEVER

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

Q1) High costs to adapt adapt while being COMPLETELY UNNECCESSARY

Q2) Very little since they CHARGE for these things (See previous Bible Ref. 1 Timothy Ch 6 v 10)
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

No legal barriers. We had a civil ceremony then a service of our choice afterwards.

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

N/A



Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

We should be focussing here on people wishing to get married under UK law. Wouldn't this make it easier for those less connected with the UK?

Consultation Question 5:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

The principle of giving notice online fits with the online society that we have become. However it is possible for people to exploit this so there should be
safeguards. There should be some demonstrable connection to the area where the marriage is to take place and an interview should be carefully
conducted since sham marriages could be easier to set up. Also a whimsical romantic connection to a geographical area could lighten the concept of
marriage and make it just a good idea rather than a serious commitment.

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

It should be longer - minimum a month, and preferably longer, except in exceptional circumstances eg if someone is terminally ill. Firstly this would give
longer for sham marriages to unravel and secondly this is to do with taking marriage as a serious commitment. If one person goes into the marriage as a
serious commitment and the other goes into it lightly this could have a devastating effect when, as is likely, the marriage ends. We know that divorce can
be messy and complicated and children are always affected. There should be as much consideration given as possible before marriage is entered into.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

No. All interviews should be in person. We have all got used to zoom calls during COVID but there are vital signs you could miss in a remote interview that
could give clues as to how serious the marriage is being taken/if someone is entering into not of their own volition/if this is a sham arrangement. You
cannot always judge the latter ahead of time and so be confident in your prior filtering out of the genuine from the non genuine.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Notice SHOULD be given in all areas where the couple have links to ensure transparency and openness (and challenge if necessary).

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Agreed.

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Please share your views below:

I think they should only act if the original officiant is not able to.

Consultation Question 13:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

I think for the sake of transparency banns should be announced in all churches where there is a connection so that would not just be confined to the
church where the wedding is to take place.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

I agree that points 1 and 2 should remain. If an Anglican vicar is going to conduct a marriage ceremony he needs to be confident that it is legally
appropriate and that the couple are going into marriage with serious intent and not under any kind or pressure or compulsion.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

I do not see any reason to change this if a marriage is to take place within an Anglican setting. Again, this is a statement of intent.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

While the C of E is part of the establishment their procedures should still be valid.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Registrars should be able to officiate more widely. This would give greater flexibility to ceremonies.

Consultation Question 21:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Ideally two would be better in that two pairs of eyes are better if there are matters of concern. But one would be enough if that is deemed necessary.

Consultation Question 22:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There is no reason why a "relevant governing authority" could not take a leading part in the ceremony but a registrar should still marry the couple. This
would work if there is a
relaxing in the divide between civil and religious ceremonies. I think this is important to make sure legal processes occur correctly to meet English law. If
people do not like this approach they could have a legal ceremony first and then a service of blessing afterwards (we did).

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I still feel that a registrar should conduct the actual marriage. The service can be lengthened before and after to include other religious/secular elements
of choice.

Please share your views below:

If a registrar continued to conduct the actual marriage this would save a lot of debate about what is acceptable and what is not/which organisations are
appropriate and which are not.

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There are many valid religious groups and I realise my response may not fit with their views (I was in one of them) but I feel to make sure marriages are
legal under British law we should stick to the simple approach. Why make things complicated?

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

See above.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

See above.

Consultation Question 28:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See above.

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See above.

Consultation Question 30:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See above.

Consultation Question 31:



No

Please expand on your answer:

See above.

Consultation Question 32:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Agreed there should be no element of profit making. But see above. If we stuck to the use of registrars this would not be an issue.

Consultation Question 33:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

See above.

Consultation Question 34:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

See above. N/A in my opinion.

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes. And the question is, how do you define this? Hence my view that it is better to keep things simple and not try to bring in other officiants then have to
act with discretion as to whether they do uphold the dignity and solemnity of marriage.

Consultation Question 36:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A if only registrars and Anglican officiants are legally enabled to conduct marriage ceremonies.

Consultation Question 37:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A if the registrar is responsible for marriages. See most of my answers above.

Consultation Question 38:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

See above.

Consultation Question 39:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A. See answers above.

Consultation Question 40:



Other

Please expand on your answer:

Interesting question. Presumably registrars carry their responsibility as long as they are in the job and lose it when they leave. Re vicars - not sure what
the situation is there but retired vicars are called on a lot in this day and age. The issue is accountability. As long as they are fit/able that is fine but if there
is doubt this should be reviewed.

Consultation Question 41:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

It depends how relevant the CPD is. If it is politically motivated I would question the need for it. If it is relevant then that is reasonable.

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I have several points to make here. Re 1:
a) Making statements verbally is a powerful thing. It is done in many societies and we should retain this element.
b) There should be witnesses since this is not only a commitment between 2 people but a public declaration to society - "We are now married".
c) No 2 should be recognised as legal, so a clear, short, formal and legal form of words would make this indisputable. It is a lot simpler to say a set format
that is legally recognised and witnessed. It feels as though the proposed reforms are going to introduce a lot of complication that is really not necessary.
The wording is minimal and there is plenty of room to say extra words and include other items in the ceremony, especially if there is a relaxation between
the civil and religious formats.
d) Every opportunity should be given for a "get out" clause, so the ceremony should include the bit about there being no impediment to getting married.
People might find it easier to make an online/written statement than to speak it out, so speak it they should to prove it is genuine. Every opportunity
should be make to undergird that the action they are taking is legal.
Re 2:
a) This would not be necessary if there was a registrar/vicar and a set form of words.
Re 3:
a) A legal document should be signed as proof of the wedding. There would be nothing to prove if the legal form of words was spoken. The signing of the
document by the couple and witnesses is giving confirmation of these.
Re 4:
a) The couple should be married when the registrar/vicar announces they are married. For the sake of a minute or two why change this? A public
announcement finalises the arrangement.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Please see all my other comments. We are masters at producing complicated legislation. Let's keep it simple!

Consultation Question 44:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Please see all my answers above.
The simple way forward, in my view is:
1. There should be the state registrar/vicar if Anglican church
2. There should be a set form of words (and legal document to sign to prove this has been done)
3. There should be greater flexibility re allowing a mixture of civil and religious elements in the ceremony (there is plenty of room for that - the set form of
words doesn't take long!)

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Yes!!!!
This would make things a lot simpler for everyone!
I think that to say "provided that the ceremony remains identifiable as a civil ceremony rather than a religious service" is sort of correct but the wording
might want reviewing. It needs to be recognised as a wedding in whatever context is happening, so perhaps better to see it as a "legal" wedding in the
context of a XX service/ceremony.

Please share your views below:

I think as long as you have the legal bit there could be a lot of flexibility as to the other elements - provided none of them are seen as conflicting with the
legal wording.

Consultation Question 46:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not necessarily.
My point about having a legal bit is that should be present. You can either do this as part of the service or immediately after it. By separating it from the
ceremony you can be more assured that a) the registrar will be there for the legal bit and b) the wedding is now legal, whatever is said afterwards.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is a public ceremony. It is not just about the couple concerned. This is a part of society and society needs to have access to it, especially if there are
doubts about its validity.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Whilst I do think that the person presiding is the most important part, some thought should be given to premises. I think they should be registered. If
people want to get married in bizarre places, this could be innovation or simply not taking the ceremony seriously enough. However this should be
reasonably. If a hotel is registered I see no reason why the ceremony should not take place in the garden in good weather.

Please share your views below:

Please see my answer above.

I do not think they should take place in private homes since this is a public declaration. Premises should be registered (see above).

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Weddings should remain as public events. This is part of society, not something that should be hidden away. If they are you have to wonder why.

Consultation Question 50:

Other

Other

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Premises should be registered. That should include permission by the person who owns/is responsible for the premises. It does not matter per se
whether the venue is a religious one (Anglican or otherwise) or non religious but it does matter that this is agreed appropriately and even if premises are
registered that the owner/person responsible should NOT feel forced into agreeing that a marriage ceremony should take place on their premises if they
are unhappy with this. There are groups that want to make a point about this. This should not be allowed. There are plenty of options out there if
someone cannot get married in their first choice of venue.



Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If premises are registered it takes the debate away.
Please can we keep things simple!!!

Consultation Question 52:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See above. "Safe" and "dignified" are very subjective descriptions. If premises are registered they are taking their responsibility seriously in terms of what
they offer. This is a serious commitment and some simple steps would keep it so.

No

Please expand on your answer:

See above. Take out the subjectiveness and you reduce the debate.

Consultation Question 53:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No strong feelings about this.

Please share your views below:

See above.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Important to keep details transparent on a legal document which may need to be researched later.

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No strong feelings. As in the document there could be instances where a hard copy is necessary and it certainly feels part of the ceremony to sign a
document. My main concern would be people's wishes and ensuring the security so that signatures can be trusted.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Also if the prescribed wording has not been said and the premises are not registered.

No



Please expand on your answer:

Witnesses should be present to keep this as a public event.
The document should be signed as legal proof that the ceremony is valid.

1. is not such an issue although obviously mistakes should be avoided and corrected properly.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Provided 2 takes account of my previous comments about the ceremony and the officiant.

I think if a couple do not subsequently cohabit it should raise eyebrows. Obviously there are some exceptions eg if someone is terminally ill, but isn't this
an indicator that something suspect might be going on?

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If they have not had a legal wedding ceremony why should we see this as legal? Otherwise why go through this consultation about what is a legal
marriage and what isn't. Relationally they are effectively married and there are huge issues if they split up, but for the sake of simplicity it makes sense to
have simple criteria.

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Agreed. If someone is kept a prisoner or under duress this could be for longer than 3 years.

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

There are always going to be exceptions to the rules. However these should be treated as exceptions. COVID has helped us to speed up processes that
are of the essence.

In these cases a licensed registrar or vicar should be able to conduct the wedding even though the premises are not licenced. There should be one licence
issued that covers an Anglican or civil ceremony.

Similar rules should exist although the notice period needs to be shorter. There should be a prescribed wording but other elements could flex ie
removing the barrier between civil and religious weddings.

A document should be signed but one partner may not be able to sign (perhaps they could give a finger print?). There should be witnesses.

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Ideally but the notice period may need to be short.

Consultation Question 64:



Other

Please expand on your answer:

As long as legal processes are followed. Doesn't matter if a schedule or otherwise.

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The wedding should NOT be remote. The document should be signed at the wedding.

No

Please expand on your answer:

See above.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Perhaps in this instance ONLY but the risk should be clear and proveable.

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As an exception only. Not as a general principle.

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See above. Only in exceptional circumstances. If people are serious about getting married they can wait till they are back home.

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

See above.

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See above. Premises should be registered.

Consultation Question 72:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Why can't people wait? I know it is a romantic idea but if taken seriously a couple can wait and find a suitably registered venue.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Rules should apply to all official registrars.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

See above. If registrars are official it makes things less complicated.

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Yes possibly. If a religious ceremony then you need an official person to do it.

Consultation Question 74:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Keep it simple

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Where possible yes. There may be compassionate grounds to review.

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See my previous answers. If premises are registered and officiants set then this is not an issue.

Consultation Question 79:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See previous answers about registrations of premises.

Consultation Question 80:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A if previous views are taken on board.



Consultation Question 81:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

See above.

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Exceptional circumstances.

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Either. I think this should be discretionary.

Consultation Question 84:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

See above re authorisation of officiants.

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

The current law does put some stumbling blocks in the way but not insurmountable if a more flexible approach is taken to integration of civil and
religious elements in the ceremony. I feel the legislation proposed is far too complicated. Keeping the basics ie the below should not stand in the way of
people getting married. We did something similar which meant we had to work around a little but it did not preclude us from having the marriage
ceremony we wanted.
1. Premises to be registered but with some flexibility (eg to include gardens)
2. Notice to be given with interviews NOT done remotely
3 Officiants to be registrars/vicars
4. Flexibility in the ceremony to include religious and civil elements
5 Short legal form of wording to make the ceremony legal
6 Signature of legal document
7 Witnesses and openness as public ceremony
8 Ceremony in person and NOT remotely
This would make the legality clear and would allow a lot of flexibility for the rest of the ceremony. Surely this would not deter marriage?

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

There needs to be a cost if the ceremony is to be recognised as serious, not to be entered into lightly, a commitment (which gives children a better chance
of being raised successfully which does impact society). It is better to put off people who just want a party and to be the centre of attention for the day
(which does happen - my cousin runs a wedding venue!) This should be a serious commitment.

It does need to be a legal ceremony and publicly recognised as such.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

All my views have already been expressed in the answers above.

Consultation Question 87:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

There need to be costs so that people take the ceremony seriously.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Don't make things too easy. People can afford many things. Weddings need to be something else if they are to be taken seriously.

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No views

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No views.

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Views expressed above.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Views expressed above.

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Views above.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Views above.

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

Views are above.
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Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

We plan to get married later this year with a humanist celebrant in the UK, currently this will not be recognised by law.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

We would like to have a legally recognised humanist marriage in England. This would be on line with our beliefs as humanists.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As humanists living and hoping to be married in England, we want to have a marriage which is personal to us and which is conducted by someone who
shares our beliefs. In order to do this and for it to be legally recognised, we will have to employ a second official (our humanists celebrant plus a civil
registrar) incurring an extra cost.

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:



The fact that humanist weddings are not recognised as a legal marriage prevents us from having a wedding conducted by someone who shares our
humanist beliefs and who has got to know us as a couple. This is something we see as very unfair and discriminatory. Currently we would have to have
two separate ceremonies in order to gain the same legal recognition that religious weddings provide.

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

We were originally due to have our wedding earlier this year but have had to postpone to later in 2021 due to the covid 19 pandemic.





Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

three days;

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It is important that the legal ceremony be conducted in a dignified and solemn manner

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The consent of the parties should be made at a ceremony that befits the dignity of the occasion and not in a trivial or childish mannor

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

With the proviso that the ceremony should not be performed in an outlandish and unseemly manner.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a serious and solemn matter full of joy and rejoicing and the ceremony should be conducted in a dignified manner.

Please share your views below:

'In the air' suggests a less than dignified venue.

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered



Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YU78-2

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-03 18:41:49

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Other (please state)

If other, please state::
On behalf of myself, my wife and my parents

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This would discriminate against churches (our own included) who for a variety of reasons are unable, or for whom it is impractical, to have their own
authorized person. In fact around half of all places registered for weddings already come into this category - as the consultation acknowledges. Some are
small, others feel unable to master the necessary legal knowledge and training.

Furthermore, it is difficult to see how this proposal could ensure a tailored, personally meaningful wedding if it meant that the couple would have to have
a separate civil ceremony to their wedding ceremony, in order to get the legalities done. Surely it would allow for more personal meaning if both the
wedding ceremony and civil requirements could be kept together in one event at one venue.

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

The problem with this proposal is that the understanding of marriage, in moral terms, differs greatly between different groups and individuals in our
society. For example, some people believe in same-sex marriage, whilst many religious groups do not.

As a matter of fundamental human rights, there is no 'public morality' of marriage, in the sense that the State can define and enforce a monolithic view
and yet the UK remain a free country. Freedom of conscience and religion all require that citizens have a wide degree of latitude in arriving at their own
convictions (or lack thereof) on the ethical and policy issues which the question of marriage throws up.

This in turn requires an objective criterion for what is "contrary to public policy or morality". For example, can it be clearly and objectively shown that an
organization promotes or facilitates terrorism? That would be a legitimate grounds for excluding the organization from nominating officiants. Another
grounds for exclusion would be if an organization promotes a view of marriage which makes it vacuous or absurd, undermining its dignity and solemnity
and in fact rendering it practically meaningless.

But anything less than this kind of robust, objective, evidential standard is open to abuse and gives too much power to the State, potentially enabling the
suppression or persecution of minority groups.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The problems with this proposal include opening the door to officiants who could have any utterly weird or trivial view of marriage. 
 
Currently officiants have to be formally trained or are from religious organizations who take marriage seriously. This gives reasonable assurance that the 
dignity and solemnity of marriage will be protected. 
 
It's one thing to have a couple get married dressed as dolphins or elves or monkeys (that's bad enough) but for that marriage to also be legally binding 
just makes a mockery of marriage. We might as well just abolish marriage if we are going to go down this road. 
 
Also, this proposal could result in legally official weddings where different faith positions are grossly misrepresented, such as a wedding service which 
celebrates aspects of satanic, occult worship alongside aspects of Christian worship; or where different religions are brought together into an ecumenical 
mish-mash which no serious adherents of any of the religions involved could countenance. 
 
Further, because many people want their wedding to 'stand out' then the proposal would open the door to commercial competition between officiants - 
the more weird and wacky, outrageous or bizarre the wedding an officiant is willing to advertise and legally sanction, the more business he or she would



attract, leading to a downward spiral and the undermining of the dignity and solemnity of marriage.

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Under this proposal marriage would no longer require (a) public verbal avowed freedom from any impediment to the marriage in question, and (b) public
verbal avowed consent to the marriage.

These public avowals are an important safeguard because they ensure that a forced or bigamous marriage can only occur if one or both parties are
willing to speak in public a false vow. They raise the bar over which an illegal marriage must pass to become official.

We can therefore see no no merit in removing the prescribed words from marriage in the UK and strongly disagree with the proposal to do so.

If enacted, it would in fact enable two people to become officially married without making any public statement whatsoever, and it is very difficult to see
how this can be reconciled with marriage being an important social institution as well as a private one.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The form and ceremony of marriage is a sign pointing to its meaning - but if that form and ceremony can be anything whatsoever (i.e. just whatever
happens to be "chosen by the parties and agreed to by the officiant") then it could become like a sign which points in every direction, and obviously a sign
which points in every direction isn't actually pointing anywhere at all.

In other words this proposal by the Law Commission, if enacted, would potentially destroy marriage by making its meaning totally subjective. Allowing the
form and ceremony of marriage to be anything whatsoever means that any core, integrative concept of marriage could be lost.

This begs the question, what it is marriage to the Law Commission? If they wish to consult on "marriage" law then logically they must think that the word
"marriage" actually denotes something - that it has a real, identifiable meaning. It hardly makes sense therefore to advance a proposal which would
would open the door to a purely subjective and arbitrary concept of marriage.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Human beings are not only individuals. They exist in a societal sense as well . Marriage therefore defines a relationship which also functions in a social as 
well as private sense. 
 
Moreover, in view of the procreation and nurturing of children which often takes place in the married state, the social significance of marriage is further 
demonstrated. Marriage has public significance. The next generation, who will determine the future course of our society, are affected by the 
characteristics of those marriages in which and under which they are conceived and nurtured. 



To allow totally private weddings would be a denial of the full significance of marriage. Marriage is not nor ever can be totally private. It has a range of
social implications and any proposal which effectively sanctions marital self-absorption is not to be welcomed. Lack of any possibility of public observance
of a marriage would also specifically increase the risk of forced and bigamous marriages occurring.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If weddings could take place anywhere then the dignity, solemnity and safety of the occasion cannot be assured.

Marriage isn't just any old relationship; therefore weddings ought not to be conducted just anywhere, e.g. in the air or underwater. These 'venues'
conflate hobbies and leisure activities with the serious matter of entering into a unique and lifelong relationship with another human being.

However, as long as the dignity, solemnity and safety of the occasion is preserved then the law should permit marriage to take place anywhere within
those limits, and if the achieving this requires a change in the law then the change should be implemented. For example, there seems no reason why a
religious wedding must be in a church rather than a community centre which the church uses for its meetings.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:
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Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-03 18:42:04

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Independent celebrants are able to give couples far more choice when it comes to the content of their ceremony. As they set their own fees, they are able
to put much more time into the preparation and personalisation of the ceremony - resulting in a much more meaningful experience for the couple. For
this reason, ceremonies led by independent celebrants have grown rapidly in recent years. At the moment, the only thing missing is the legal aspect,
causing much frustration and inconvenience for couples who choose to have a more bespoke ceremony. I therefore wholeheartedly back the proposal
that independent officiants should be able to perform the legal marriage process at the same time (if approved by the general register office).

My one concern is how such applications would be treated by the general register office. Currently, independent celebrants are a threat to registrars and
therefore there is little chance of a registrar recommending a celebrant to couples who ask for a more personal ceremony. Would it therefore be a
requirement for such applications to be seriously considered, or could the GRO choose to ignore this option?

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes , this is a much needed requirement. Currently there is no regulation of independent celebrants and no formal requirement to hold a qualification.
While there are many excellent independent celebrants out there, it is a problem that literally anyone can choose to trade as a celebrants. therefore
regulation is needed, while at the same time giving celebrants the freedom to personalise ceremonies and make them totally bespoke to the couple.

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

At the moment, Humanist celebrants are not appearing to stick strictly to humanist values when officiating ceremonies - many allow some spiritual
content provided they are not 'acts of worship'. This blurs the boundaries between humanists and independents. I strongly believe that if Humanism is to
be identified as a belief system then Humanist UK celebrants must work within set boundaries of the Humanism belief system, and therefore not be
working to make a profit independently.

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Totally agree. Independent celebrants put a lot of work into preparing a ceremony with the couple in order to make it fully bespoke to them. They should
therefore be permitted to charge for their time accordingly.

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, it is very important that the boundaries are not blurred, so an officiant should be either one thing or another.

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This depends on how many limits would be set. The specific legal aspect should of course come with guidance in place, but it's very important that
independent officiants are given the freedom to tailor each ceremony to each couple.



Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Religious or spiritual prayers, hymns and songs - So many people today hold their own spiritual views without identifying with a specific religion, therefore
they may like to write their own prayers or blessings that may reference God. They may also have a fond attachment to a particular hymn or song,
without necessarily being religious.

Customs with a spiritual origin - It's evident that ancient customs such as handfasting are becoming increasingly popular. Many of these have
religious/spiritual origins, but hold a more modern meaning for couples today.

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I agree that a much wider choice of venue is necessary. As a celebrant I conduct the majority of weddings at unlicensed venues such as woodlands, fields
and private gardens. Outdoor weddings are incredibly popular in modern society. However, I think it would be problematic to say weddings can take
place 'anywhere'. For example, in a public park you could not prevent members of the public from observing the ceremony, balls being thrown across,
dogs running through, etc! I would suggest that the venue must be a privately-owned building or land to uphold the dignity of the ceremony.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

That would depend on what the GRO guidance was. For example, what's to say they wouldn't just replicate the guidelines in place now for giving out
licences to venues, which don't allow weddings to take place outdoors unless under a fixed and permanent structure? I agree to this if the guidance is
required to be much more flexible to allow for weddings in open outdoor spaces (e.g. woodlands and fields) and in private homes and gardens.

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

1. I can't say for sure that it prevents people from getting married, but it certainly causes a lot of inconvenience and additional costs for those who want 
to have a personalised ceremony and/or hold their wedding in an unlicensed location. I know this from conversations held with the couples I have led 
ceremonies for, where they have had to arrange for a simple register office ceremony separately in order to be legally married. I'd say it is highly likely 
that it does prevent some people from completing the legal marriage part. Given that there's always the option to hold a non-legal 'commitment 
ceremony' with a celebrant, some couples may think that's all they need (their personal commitment to one another) or never get around to the legal 
part. 
 
2. Yes, as above I think that these proposals would lead to more marriages as it would take away the problem for couples who consider it a hassle, too



expensive or unnecessary to complete two separate processes.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

1. Many couples complain that they cannot complete the legal formalities as close to their celebrant-led ceremony as they would like, because many
register offices only offer the cheap legal-only option on one day a week, meaning that availability of these simple ceremonies is reduced. Couples I work
with desperately want to be allowed to complete the legal part at the same time as their bespoke, unrestricted ceremony.

2. Many licensed venues are incredibly expensive, e.g. hotels, especially if they offer the premium of a licensed outdoor option. I have worked with many
couples who choose to hold their ceremony at home, in their garden, or in a big open space like a field, which is much cheaper to hire.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

As a celebrant, I hear couples tell me on a regular basis that they desperately wish they could complete the legal part at the same time as their bespoke,
unrestricted ceremony. These new proposals (if independent celebrants were included) would save hassle, money and also the worry that many couples
have that their celebrant ceremony won't be regarded as 'real' by their guests.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

My only concern as an independent celebrant is that I have already spend nearly £2000 on my training, plus I pay £300 a year for membership of my
celebrant trade association. But because these are not actual requirements (I did it for my own professional integrity, as did most other independent
celebrants), I worry that this training and CPD would not be recognised by the GRO if I was given the right to conduct legally binding weddings. I would
therefore propose that the training and CPD independent celebrants have already undertaken is taken into account and that we are not required to pay a
lot of money to retrain if approved to act as legal officiants.
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Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As long as a personal appearance is mandatory for both parties before the schedule is issued, this would be acceptable.

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

More than a week would be too long, but three days (even three working days) is not enough time to investigate suspicious applications.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

No, interviews should be in person, without exception. If either party is unwilling to attend, this raises doubts about their intentions, and is an argument
to withhold the authority to marry.

Consultation Question 8:



Please share your views below:

Yes, continue it. In my personal experience, both myself and my wife-to-be were working in a commonwealth country, and wished to get married when
on home leave. In fact, we were at home five weeks ahead of the wedding, but for some couples, removal of this possibility could cause needless
difficulties.

Consultation Question 9:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

The danger of only publishing online (a good idea in itself) is that such notices are only seen if you go and look for them. Something similar to current
Planning practice, where online notices are supported by visible pieces of paper in a relevant place (e.g. outside the registry office involved) would attract
attention of people not following the website.

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I would hope that most couples would take advantage of the schedule in a lot less than 12 months, so alterations would not be a major issue.

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Not allowing that is a recipe for chaos, and adverse media cover.

Please share your views below:

No, they should get the schedule changed, see Q11.

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is just tidying up for its own sake, and eventually could lead to undesirable problems.

Consultation Question 14:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Might be necessary, and do no harm if retained.

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

No, only if both parties would require banns in that one church. Otherwise, both parishes involved.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

(1) has practical difficulties, and should be left to the Registrar.
(2) seems necessary, though it adds to the clergy work.

Consultation Question 17:



Please share your views below:

The Church of England Marriage Service addresses the couple (not one of them) to declare any impediment. Of course they should both be required to
attend.

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:

What we should be setting up is a basic framework that authorises every marriage in whatever form. Civil preliminaries in every case would provide that. I
am surprised that your document never refers to practice in Europe, which is just as relevant as what goes on in the commonwealth.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is a vital role.

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Given the confused current situation, it would be made worse if registrars were banned from officiating at religious weddings.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Clearly the officer can't do everything, but there is no need for a Superintendent Registrar to be there every time.

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

One list would be consistent. Several lists would be bound to get out of step.

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If their fees are too high, they won't get them.

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Each officiant should decide which single classification covers the case.

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a legal public declaration of a permanent change in status of the two parties involved. The ceremony therefore demands dignity and
solemnity. If the two parties love each other, this is a bonus, but strictly speaking, it is irrelevant to the ceremony.
In practice, many weddings in Britain are elaborate social functions, planned for months ahead, but that aspect of a wedding, such as holding the
wedding in an inappropriate place, should never be allowed to overwhelm the basic legal function.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

How would they know what to do otherwise? "Custom and practice", the main alternative, would rapidly diverge.

Consultation Question 37:

Other



Please expand on your answer:

Primarily, yes, but in fact the process would probably be triggered by someone complaining of an officiant ruining a wedding.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Very laudable, but some "professional development" courses do more harm than good. Great care needs to be taken in this area.

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

1. There is no need to remove the declarations of consent and no impediment, just because they have already been recorded. The ceremony is usually
attended by more than the statutory two witnesses, and they are entitled to hear the facts too. We all hope the facts will not have changed, but this is
final confirmation. It must be made orally. In the rare cases where that is prevented by some disability, the officiant should allow another person to make
the oral declaration, and the disabled party should signify agreement openly.
It should not be necessary to add that both parties must be present in person. What went on at royal weddings 500 years ago is no longer acceptable.
2. This is sensible, but the format of a religious service should not be so fixed that it can't include declarations of consent. These must be universal, and
not open to change at the request of the couple.
3. Yes, of course the schedule should contain it, but you are proposing something unnecessarily complicated in the light of item 1. The signed schedule
would be a public record of the consent already given.
4. This adds another complication, only necessary in the very rare cases when the ceremony has to abandoned before its completion. There should be
only one possible point at which the marriage should be formed.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This goes back to earlier questions about the nature of the ceremony. It is a formal legal statement of a permanent change in status of the two parties. It
should not be open to them to make up their own words. There is plenty of time for that after the formal ceremony – which for most couples, is
surprisingly short.
Therefore, it would be acceptable for various rites to have their agreed 'form and ceremony' (e.g. civil marriages and Church of England could differ in
wording, but not in function) but it should be laid down in the legal structure of marriage.

There is a general point to be made. This consultation is for marriages in England and Wales. Some of the arguments are that it is not customary in
certain religions to give consent in the same way as is usual. There is no good reason why such ceremonies should not make adjustments to include a
standard consent if they wish to conduct marriages in this country.

Consultation Question 44:

Other

Please expand on your answer:



As long as these weddings follow the basic requirements, whatever they are decided to be.

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I wasn't aware it was banned at present.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Emphatically NO. What objection can there be to a religious service when it is not the actual legal wedding? Many couples like to renew their vows after a
long and happy marriage, and there is no difference between that and a service immediately following a civil ceremony, which is common practice in
Europe.
Speaking personally, this is what my son did, and everybody agreed the day went well.
This appears to be another example of tidying up for its own sake.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It should be permissible for anyone to attend a wedding, which is a public event. In some cases there will be other overriding considerations – royal
weddings, for example – but then a casual passer-by could be assured the parties were present by the other arrangements in place.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The consultation document very correctly expects there to be limitations on 'anywhere'. The important consideration is for the ceremony to be
demonstrably serious, and any more frivolous aspects be separate from the actual marriage ceremony.
Therefore any resulting legislation should be carefully worded to ensure that ceremonies take place only in sites approved by the officiant, and that the
officiant is bound by very clear limitations.

in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

'Limit' is the key word. There would have to be a powerful reason (eg. a housebound, terminally ill person) to allow a general prohibition to be overridden.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If a couple wishes to marry in such a venue, they should adhere to the rites of that venue. It is not impossible to imagine someone violently opposed to a
particular belief to wish to use that venue just to make a political point.

Consultation Question 51:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is another area where the idea is good, but if implemented, needs to be much more clearly defined. Officiants should not feel they are on their own,
or that they can get away with anything. See below.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consider what goes on in Las Vegas.

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Historians have relied on Marriage Certificates for centuries. It is no part of our job top destroy future heritage.

Consultation Question 55:

No

Please expand on your answer:

'Welsh only' if the marriage is in Wales. Would you agree for a registration only in French?

Consultation Question 56:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

It is all very well to talk about 'future-proofing', but technology for these documents needs to be stable. Paper has been in use for millennia, and if kept
carefully, will still be usable after long preservation.
Electronic storage changes at an alarming rate. 50 years ago, it was stored on punched cards, and has since gone through many changes: tape, floppy
disks, hard disks, CDs and now remote storage ("the cloud"). It would be very unwise to rely on any of these for permanent records. Who knows what will
be in use in 2030?
On the other hand, for transient records used in day-to-day administration, electronic means are very much better.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But, this is only half of what is needed. Those who officiate should also have the responsibility to make sure that the ambience and everything that is said
and done for this legal ceremony, does show the solemnity and dignity of a marriage. It isn't just about the attitude and behaviour of the officiant during
the ceremony.

The proposals need a definition that qualifies 'dignity' and solemnity'. Legal terms should not be open to interpretaion by all and sundry.

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A wedding isn't just about those who are getting married. It's about the start of a new life, a new family, if you like . It's not all about me or us, and what
we want. This attitude causes all sorts of rifts between the couple and their friends and families. Being married is about creating stability in a relationship,
showing love, kindness, support and respect for others who have been part of their lives.

What makes it special is not that the couple can get away with saying anything, noting at all, or even having to turn up, but that there are the 'prescribed
words' which are never used for anything else.

Having a few words that the couple must say is hardly detrimental to them having their wedding personal to them. It needs to be transparent to the
people gathered there, that the couple are freely consenting to a lifelong committment to each other.

The union of marriage has been legally defined and that has to be shown in the ceremony.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This proposal dumps the decision on the officiant, and basically puts the couple in charge.
Would the officiant have to justify a refusal? Would he or she be subject to a stream of online abuse for not agreeing? Would the couple be able to
appeal? Would there be any backing in law for the officiant?

Marriage is a legal state for the good of society. A wedding ceremony and the words used should reflect that, and needs to show it.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Forced marriages thrive on secrecy in a society that outlaws them, and in societies that approve them. The removal of the public access provision, would 
give free rein to those who seek to trap and victimise the vulnerable. The open doors policy was originally put in place as a specific protection against 
forced marriage. This problem has not gone away. The United Kingdom must not be lending support to practices in this country that we find abhorrant 
elsewhere. 
 
Marriage has public significance. There is a Public Gallery in a court room where legal proceedings are carried out. Why should a legal marriage be 
allowed to be secret?



 
The proposal also encourages the spreading selfishness in our society. 'It's all about me', which is already far too prevalent, will be given legal approval. 
 
In any community, there are people who although not given a formal invitation, would still like to go to the ceremony and share someone else's
happiness.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a serious legal commitment between two people.
The venue needs to be an appropriate place which does not reduce the ceremony to the level of a theme park attraction, sky diving, or bungee jumping.
I don't agree with the 'anywhere', but allowing other venues to host, maybe helpful for churches or other religious groups who do not own their own
building. However, this issue is still about the setting, not what a couple fancies having. This should not be used as a loop hole for a venue 'free for all'.

outdoors,, on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

Yes, because of the necessity to keep the open doors provision, and the dignified requirement.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Why not? Marriage is a legal declaration which is a positive underpinning of society. A civil marriage is still a legally binding marriage and should be just as
accessible as a religious one. Also, a civil marriage can still be forced. Again, there should be no allowance for secrecy in the law.

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This looks like it dumps all the responsibility on the officiant without any legal back up. The officiant should have recourse to robust safegaurds in law.

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, as a second check, but not the sole responsibility of the officiant. Some whackier venues, such as 'in the air', would make the current and necessary
open door requirement pretty much impossible. A thorough risk assesment might prove reasonable safty, but what about dignified? This just brings it
down to one person's decision. Would the officiant have the full support of the law if it was decided that the venue was not dignified, even if it was safe?

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Providing advice is fine, but it should not be down to the officiant. The law is there to be followed, not watered down, and it should not allow a widening
of the goal posts on what is permissible.

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A wedding is a human event, and reducing everything to the latest technology is just more de personalisation.

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

N/A

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

N/A

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I am grateful to have been in one legally recognised marriage for 44 years!

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Consultation Question 2:



Please share your views below:

N/A

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

N/A

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is important that the couples have met in person and have not just met over the internet through a dating site etc

Consultation Question 5:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See answer to question 4 above.

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

At least three weeks as in Church of England ceremonies as marriage is such an important commitment.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Interviews should not be conducted remotely as this undermines the importance of both parties fully understanding the importance of the marriage
commitment.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Unsure

Consultation Question 9:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Unsure

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Unsure

Consultation Question 11:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Unsure



Consultation Question 12:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Unsure

Please share your views below:

Unsure

Consultation Question 13:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Unsure

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Unsure

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Unsure

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

I agree with both in order that the importance of the serious nature of marriage is recognised.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Most certainly both should attend in order to emphasize the serious nature of a wedding ceremony.

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Unsure

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Absolutely! Marriage is a most important commitment.

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It is very important that civil weddings take place.



Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No need for more than one in my opinion.

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It is part of their training to do this properly,

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Very important that officiants are able to properly fulfil their duties.

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

To progress in line with the law.

Please share your views below:

Any such organisation listed should fully recognise the importance of marriage as a life long commitment of love for each other

Consultation Question 25:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Some churches have less than 20 members. Any other organisation MUST have a sincerely held belief that marriage is a serious life commitment by both
people.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

I agree as along as the sincerely held Christian belief that true marriage is between one man and one woman. is reognised.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

It seems right to me.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It seems right to me.

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is important that all officiants are formally recognised as completely upholding the seriousness and importance of marriage.



Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It is important that all officiants are formally recognised as completely upholding the seriousness and importance of marriage.

Consultation Question 31:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Only if independent officiants are allowed officiate by law.

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It is important that all officiants listed should fully recognise the importance of marriage as a life long commitment of each party to the other in love and
not primarily as an opportunity to make money

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There should be a limit on fees in accordance with Church requirements so that people genuinely desiring to make a life commitment to marriage in love
should not be precluded from doing so because of exorbitant fees.

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This makes clear the affiliation of a responsible officiant.

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Absolutely - see my previous answers!

Consultation Question 36:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Weddings should only be conducted as at present.

Consultation Question 37:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Only if the organisation takes very seriously any complaints in respect of a failure of an officiant to properly fulfil their duties and responsibilities.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It follows on from my answer to question 37



Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It is important that all officiants listed should be seeen to fully recognise the importance of marriage as a life long commitment of each party to the other
in love .

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Cannot see any problem with this proposal.

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As long as any mitigating circumstances are taken into individual situations.

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The present vows should be maintained to emphasise the importance of them.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is important that the forms and ceremonies allowed are in accordance with current restrictions to emphasise the importance of the marriage
ceremony.

Consultation Question 44:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is important that the forms and ceremonies allowed are in accordance with current restrictions to emphasise the importance of the marriage
ceremony.

Consultation Question 45:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I see no reason why a wedding should be either in a religious or civil context as at present to avoid confusion as to the true meaning of marriage.

Please share your views below:

See my answer above.

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Unsure



Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A wedding is not a private event for the two parties but a public witness as to their intention to keep their marriage vows in the community.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Certainly not! The dignity and seriousness character of the wedding ceremony could be completely undermined.

outdoors,

Please share your views below:

Only outdoors provided the ceremony is taken seriously by all concerned. Certainly not the other locations.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is important the wedding ceremony is a public occasion where the solemn vows are made,

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The ceremony should take place in accordance with the type of ceremony.

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Unsure.

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Very important wedding that that any wedding taking place should be safe and dignified.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Clear guidance is important to ensure wedding is safe and dignified.

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It would be a safeguard.



Please share your views below:

Unsure

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Unclear why "parent" is added.

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

In English and Welsh if requested by parties.

Consultation Question 56:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Unsure

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Unsure

No

Please expand on your answer:

2 and 3 should be retained as at present as marriage must be seen to be a serious commitment by both parties,

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Seriousness of marriage commitment must be maihtained,

Consultation Question 59:

No

Please expand on your answer:

People should not get married unless they then live together.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Unaware such a presumption existed!

Consultation Question 60:

Other



Please expand on your answer:

Unsure

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Important for recognised officiants only to officiate.

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Present situation should continue.

Consultation Question 63:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Unsure

Consultation Question 64:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Unsure

Consultation Question 65:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Unsure

Consultation Question 66:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Unsure

Consultation Question 67:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Agree with 1 above only. Remote weddings would not properly reflect the seriousness of the ceremony.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This seems reasonable to me.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Unsure

Consultation Question 68:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Couples should wait until on land so all members of the public who wish to do so can attend,

Consultation Question 69:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

See answer to question 68 above.

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

See answer to question 68 above.

Consultation Question 71:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

See answer to question 68 above.

Consultation Question 72:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

See answer to question 68 above.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

See answer to question 68 above.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

See answer to question 68 above.

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

See answer to question 68 above, irrespective of any demand that might exist.

Consultation Question 74:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

See answer to question 68 above.

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Unsure

Consultation Question 76:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Unsure

Consultation Question 77:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Unsure

Consultation Question 78:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Unsure

Consultation Question 79:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Unsure

Consultation Question 80:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Unsure

Consultation Question 81:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Unsure

Consultation Question 82:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Unsure

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Unsure

Consultation Question 84:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Unsure

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:



Please share your views below:

The present law establishes the importance of marriage being a very serious and important life commitment and should not be altered just so more
people can legally get married.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

All fees should be as minimal as possible so couples should not be deterred from getting married by the cost.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Cost s of a wedding should not be reduced where it is not suitable to hold one eg in a home

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Unsure

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

New business opportunities should not prejudice a serious, dignified and meaningful wedding ceremony taking place.

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Not known

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

N/A

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Unsure

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Unsure

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Not known

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Not known

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

Not known
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

N/A - answering as a private individual

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

N/A

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

My marriage is recognised by law

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

N/A

Consultation Question 3:



Please share your views below:

No direct personal experience.
I know 2 couples who got married during the COVID 19 pandemic.

One was a church wedding with restriction on numbers in Church (I believe 30 permissible in Sept 2019). Reception is planned for 2021 as they could not
have a large gathering after the wedding.

Other was a civil wedding - just bridegroom, bride and bridegrooms family - plans for a bigger celebration in future.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

7 days seems to be a short and arbitrary timescale.

Consultation Question 5:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I think that notice actually has to be given by the couple getting married and allowing online notice would enable anyone to submit the notice.
Notice in person to a registrar with suitable ID ensures that each party involved actually has to give their own notice.

Also, if seeing the actual person, it is easier for the registrar to determine if there is any type of coercion involved.

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

The in-person interviews should start the notice period.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

No.
I think that in-person interviews should be required.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

I think it should be possible for notice to be given outside England and Wales as long as the person living outside England goes in person for an interview
with the relevant official in the country in which they are living.

This official should then send a report of the interview to the registrar who will be presiding over the ceremony.

As well as notice of the proposed wedding being posted in local papers and website of the registrar presiding over the wedding, it should be posted in the
locality of the residence of both parties as people in their own local area are more likely to know of impediments to the marriage than the community in
which the wedding is to take place.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I think online as well as in local papers as is currently the case.

Information is needed as to how the registrar can determine whether posting the notice online would expose members of the couple to a risk of harm.

Consultation Question 10:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Presumably, point 2 would only apply if the original officiant could no longer preside ove the wedding.

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

I would have thought this would be Ok by agreement with all concerned

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I think the banns should be published close to each party's home as their local community is most likely to know of impediments. If this happens to be in
another part of the UK for a wedding which is to be held in England/Wales, I think this is fine but the banns should also be mentioned in the church where
the wedding is to take place.

I think only the church where the wedding is to take place should have to do nationality checks rather thanpotentially having 3 churches duplicating work.

Consultation Question 14:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Although war damage thankfully doesn't apply at the moment - does it hurt to leave this clause in for the future?

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

No.
If a couple can get married in a church where they are not known, banns in this church will serve little purpose. Banns are needed in the parish churches
of the couple's homes. Perhaps the most recent place where they have lived for more than a year. So if they have been in temporary accommodation, the
banns should be published near their last permanent address.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes to both for the clergy at the church where the wedding is taking place.

I think, the clergy at their "home" parishes could just publish the banns after a telephone conversation.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:



Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Yes. Always best to have clarity - either state those which can officiate or those which can't.

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I don't know.
Are we saying that if a new religion is set up with only 20 members across the country, they can put forward an officiant?

I think this is too small a number.

If there is a small Anglican Church with only 20 members, a member of the main Anglican church in the area could nominate an officiant from the small
community.

We want to avoid the possibility of a group of friends or a club, getting 20 members together and then setting themsleves up to officiate at a member's
wedding.

In all cases, the wedding service should contain the legal wording of a register office wedding as a minimum.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Yes.
An organisation which promotes unlawful purposes cannot be given the legal standing of officiating at weddings.

Marriage is a legal state and must follow the law of the land.

Consultation Question 27:



Please share your views below:

Yes.
I'd say that officiants should primarily be nominated by office rather than by name.

Eg. A person can only officiate at an Anglican wedding because they are a vicar rather than just being any named person in the congregation.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No.
I think all officiants need to be nominated by their governing body rather than a person just setting themselves up as a wedding officiant.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

GRO should give the legalities of how a wedding should be conducted and the legal necessities which MUST be included but not be prescriptive about the
actual service/ceremony.

Eg. All should state that the marriage is intended to be for life and is not a temporary state.

Consultation Question 37:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

With consultation of the nominating body.

There needs to be a proper process for this and evidence - due legal process.

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This would depend on what the CPD would be.
Presumably if the law is static, there is no need for CPD.

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

They should be required to state that there is no legal impediment to marriage. It doesn't take long.

They should be required to state consent in the ceremony.

Marriage is a public legal institution.

The couple should be married when they have publically stated no impediments, consent and made their promises to each other - legal and those
according to their stated beliefs.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As a wedding is a legal institution you cannot have each individual chosing their own ceremony.

Certain legal requirements must be met, if all marriages are to be seen as equal under the law.

Consultation Question 44:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I'd say this applies to all religious and non religious groups as long as the legal requirements are met.

Consultation Question 45:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

I think it should be possible for the couple to choose prayers and hymns if they require these.

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A wedding is a public event and public access must be permitted as currently.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The solemnity of the occasion must be recognised.
The wedding party can move to a different location after the wedding.

on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

Should be held in a suitable registered location

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A wedding is a public, legal institution

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Although we could leave this to agreement by the parties concerned, it is better to leave this fixed in law to avoid any coercian of organisations to allow
ceremonies which they do not agree with.

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It must be clearer-cut than allowing an individual to decide on a case by case basis

Consultation Question 52:

No

Please expand on your answer:



There should already be a register of safe, dignified permissible registered wedding premises and the officiant should check that the venue is on the list.

If the officiant finds the venue unsuitable, they should contact the body which has approved the premises and get it reviewed.

No

Please expand on your answer:

There should already be a register of safe, dignified permissible registered wedding premises so guidance for officiants is not required.

Consultation Question 53:

No

Please expand on your answer:

All locations should be registered in advance by the General Registry Office - not on a case by case basis.

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes and names of witnesses and the minister/registrar presiding

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Could be possible

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As this is a legal arrangement, the necessary requirements must be met.

If buying a house, it would not be acceptable to have signatures missing etc

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

NA as i dont agree with the premise

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

No



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Name of officiant is required in other cases so should be here too.

But i do not think weddings should take place on a cruise ship,

Consultation Question 72:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

NA - believe they should be on land

No

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

NA

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

No - no need for these

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:





Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There should be safeguards to ensure a dignified setting for the wedding.

There should be a degree of control over the words used in the ceremony, and it must be clear that both parties are required to be present at the
ceremony.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The wedding should be a serious and solemn occasion in a form understood by the State and the Public.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Forced marriages are a current problem in UK which would be facilitated if weddings were held behind locked doors.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Wedding locations should be bound by stringent rules to ensure that the location reflects the seriousness of the accasion.

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The answer would be "yes" if there were clear and mandatory guidance on the meaning of these words in this matter

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

N/A

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

N/A

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:



Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

How would you know if the wedding was a forced marriage? Is there time to conduct investigations?
If people are rushing the marriage - then that could be trigger that something isn't quite right.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As long as the 'Later' was before the wedding!

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

As above

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Absolutely not.

How do you discern between the two of them?

You will miss so many if you can't properly assess the body language, and you don't know what's happening behind the scenes.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Potentially.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

No, only in emergency situations.

Consultation Question 13:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I expect that if a wedding is to be in England or Wales then that / the Bann needs to be displayed/ read out in England/ Wales

Consultation Question 14:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Don't understand the question.

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

No, not at all.

It needs to be published in a much wider area than just the church, otherwise who would really have any knowledge of what a specific church is doing?
It'll be used to manipulate the system.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Absolutely! That is an excellent idea. But what if it is a forced marriage? How will the bride under threat of 'goodness knows what', have the courage to
speak out. Clergy aren't police.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Sounds like an excellent idea.

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:

Let's ensure people are safe, and marriages are bonefida.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Many churches rely on civil registers; they don't have their own, so may not be able to hold weddings if this was the case. This idea poses a danger of
some churches falling foul of weddings law, as they are required to take responsibility for unfamiliar legalities in order to hold a religious ceremony.

“the ceremony that is meaningful to the couple should be recognised by law”. This can happen at the moment in churches that do not have an authorised
person,
by having a civil registrar to register the marriage. If this is not possible, many couples who attend such churches are likely to require a civil ceremony
separate to their church wedding, and this does not make sense.

Consultation Question 21:

Other

Please expand on your answer:



I don't have the knowledge to agree or disagree

Consultation Question 22:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Only if they also have the required legal knowledge and understanding, and provided they are not held liable if it later transpires that there was a forced
marriage or similar.

What about other evangelical churches who are not actually, Church of England? 'The Church' covers all sorts of denominations, and also
non-denominational churches. In fact the Non-denominational churches can be huge!

Consultation Question 23:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Don't understand enough to agree or disagree

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It's a very strange concept the non-belief of any religion - but Marriage comes from the Christian Bible and so the Christian definition of marriage should
be confirmed.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

“contrary to public policy or morality” is too subjective an assessment. It would risk those with unpopular but entirely legal views being excluded from
nominating officiants.

The test should focus on objective criteria. These could include promoting purposes that are illegal or support illegal activity (such as terrorism), that
advocate the violent overthrow of democracy, or that undermine the rule of law.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Seems reasonable.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Currently, wedding officiants are either highly trained registrars or religious representatives who are likely to have strongly-held beliefs on marriage. 
Allowing independent officiants would open the door to those who may not place such a high value on marriage. 
 
Independent officiants (known as ‘celebrants’) can currently conduct weddings that are not legally binding. These have included ceremonies underwater, 
in a sadomasochism dungeon, at a comic book convention with a couple dressed as fictional characters, and at a ruined leper hospital on Hallowe’en.



 
Another involved a couple dressed as hedgehogs. Such ceremonies could be legally 
binding if independent officiants were allowed, undermining the dignity of marriage. 
 
One reason couples might choose independent officiants is because they have been refused the religious ceremony of their choice. This might happen
where a couple’s beliefs or behaviour are not consistent with the religion they choose for the wedding. Having an independent officiant conduct a
pseudo-religious ceremony could misrepresent the religious group’s position on, for example, same-sex marriage. Or there might be beliefs from more
than one religion brought into a single ceremony, giving a distorted picture of all the faiths involved. 
 
Currently there is no financial incentive to officiate a wedding. Opening up a market for independent officiants makes wedding vows a commercial
concern. Those more willing to be flexible with the ceremony would be likely to profit the most, encouraging people to push the boundaries. This also
risks defeating the goal of reducing costs of 
wedding venues, which was one of the stated aims the Government gave the Law Commission in 2018. 
 
A recent study found that most independent celebrants would give couples very little restriction in what they could include in their ceremony – even
where the content “clashed with their personal religion, beliefs or values”. 
 
This sets the bar extremely low for the seriousness of the wedding, and it is unclear what safeguards or training would be in place.

Consultation Question 30:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No, there needs to be an official register of officiants that have been assessed and know and understand the law and the seriousness of marriage.

Consultation Question 31:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Don't agree on independent officiants.

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This enables profit making out of marriage. Absolutely not.

Consultation Question 34:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I do not agree on independent officiants.

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Possibly yes, but does this then exclude churches who are licenced registrars to advise on marriage? In which case it would be wrong for registry offices
to advise on what is a biblical/ church belief.



Consultation Question 37:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is too complicated. There needs to be a register of approved persons and a body that ensures they're fit for the position.
Presumably the officiant could go from one place to another and this seems to potentially imply disagreements/ legal actions may result. It's not going to
work.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes agreed except that I do not believe independent officiants should be permitted to operate.

Consultation Question 40:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Probably best to need to re-register every 5-7 years or so.

Consultation Question 41:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I don't agree with the independent officiant

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The Marriage Act 1949 sets out specific language that must be used by the couple to declare that they are free to marry and to express their consent to
do so. These
short phrases are known as the “prescribed words”.
This question is proposes removing prescribed words and instead requiring only the expression of consent “whether orally or otherwise”.

The prescribed words form a foundation for the declarations that are required for a marriage. Without them the wedding ceremony can be as
meaningless as a couple or officiant chooses, and legal marriage can become nothing more than a certificate from the Government.

Marriage is founded on solemn promises made between two parties. Under these proposals it would be possible to have a legally recognised wedding in
which no words were said between the couple, let alone promises of any kind.

The commitment made in marriage must be taken very seriously, and without the prescribed words it is much easier to treat the ceremony casually.

The prescribed words are only a small part of the entire wedding ceremony. The rules are already extremely flexible about what happens in the rest of
the ceremony. It is hard to imagine a genuine wedding in which the prescribed words could not be
included at some stage.

Allowing wholly personalised wedding ceremonies without any legally-required words would send the message that marriage is an entirely private
matter.

Consultation Question 43:

No



Please expand on your answer:

It is far more important that a legal wedding ceremony reflects the seriousness of the
commitment the parties are making than that it is personalised to the couple.

Non-legally binding ceremonies can already be as personalised as people want. These have included ceremonies underwater, in a sadomasochism
dungeon, at a comic book convention with a couple dressed as fictional characters, and at a ruined leper hospital on Hallowe’en. Another involved a
couple dressed as hedgehogs. Personalisation will damage
the dignity of the wedding ceremony.

A requirement for officiants to ensure that the ceremony does not undermine the dignity and solemnity of marriage is too subjective. It will not prevent
couples finding an officiant to agree to even the most outlandish wishes.

The possibility of fully-tailored wedding ceremonies will encourage commercialisation. Those more willing to be flexible with the ceremony would be likely
to profit the most, encouraging people to push the boundaries.

If people can entirely customise their own weddings, they might blend together different elements from faith ceremonies inappropriately, effectively
making a parody of those ceremonies. This could be highly offensive to people of those faiths.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Biblical Scriptures, biblical songs/ hymns. Biblical teachings.

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Absolutely not. Marriage is defined in the bible, so it is a person's right to have a religious service after a civil wedding if that's what they choose!

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Although many couples choose to celebrate their wedding reception with selected friends and family, wedding vows have long been accessible to the
entire
community through the requirement that wedding ceremonies have ‘open doors’. This question proposes to remove the requirement for weddings to
take place with
“open doors”.

The ‘open doors’ requirement is a valuable part of wedding day celebrations,
making it clear that marriage is not a private affair, but rather is important to society as a whole.

The opposite is also important; weddings which are not publicly accessible make a statement that the marriage is private and of interest only to the
couple. This couldn’t be further from the truth.

Ensuring that weddings are open to any member of the public, rather than just those invited, is a way of protecting against forced marriage and bigamy,
for example.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:



I am seriously concerned that it is unclear what safeguards will prevent unsuitable venues being used. How will the dignity of such ceremonies be
guaranteed?

The consultation states that venues would need to be ‘dignified’ and ‘safe’, but lacks precision on what this means or how it will be tested. Venues must
not detract from the solemn occasion of the wedding.

The Law Commission has made it clear it sees no objection to weddings “in the air”, suggesting that the terms ‘dignified’ and ‘safe’ could be interpreted
very broadly.

Unofficial weddings have been conducted underwater, in a sadomasochism dungeon, at a comic book convention with a couple dressed as fictional
characters, and at a ruined leper hospital on Hallowe’en. Such settings clearly trivialise marriage.

The law must not allow such venues to host legally binding ceremonies

Please share your views below:

See above

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YU5U-W
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

PRIVATE PERSON

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I am a widow, my marriage was recognised by the law and it was celebrated in a religious ceremony

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

In view of my previous answer this is not applicable

Other

Please expand on your answer:

See above

Other

Please expand on your answer:

See above

Consultation Question 2:



Please share your views below:

Not applicable

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

At this current time there have been no marriages in my family or my friends

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I think marriage should be registered in the area you are going to be married

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

I think they should be required to have a personal interview to show that the people are not being forced into a marriage.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

I do not agree that notice outside of England or Wales should be allowed..

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

I do not agree that the substitute officiant should be able to act in any other circumstances.



Consultation Question 13:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

I think the rules should remain as they are currently

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

1 I think they should have the documentary evidence so that it can be checked.
2 Each couple should be meet separately before the banns are published

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

I agree that bot couples should be require to attend and make separate declaration regarding the impediment to their marriage in granting authorisation
for a common licence to an Anglican wedding.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

I think it is right that it should be done this way

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

At this point in time some churches rely on civil registrars to officiate at there weddings because they have not there own authorised person to do this.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



The proposals needs to define that the legal ceremonies taking place is dignified and is a solemn occasion

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I feel that a couple need to specifically question that they freely consent to a life time commitment to being married

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a serious ceremony and significant event and should not be taken lightly.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Weddings are a serious event and therefore should take place in an appropriate place

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

There is a lack of clarification on how on what is meant by being dignified and safe on these proposals.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YU69-2

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-03 19:46:37

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

NA

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No. People should be settled and resident in the place where they intend to marry.

Consultation Question 5:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No. This may lead to fraud and the cheapening of marriage and its serious commitment.

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Longer if possible to cement commitment to marriage and acceptance of the seriousness of the institution.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

No. Interviews should be in-person to verify identity and to genuine assess the validity of the marriage and mutual commitment to it.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Notice should continue to be given in England and Wales.

Consultation Question 9:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This is okay as long as it is in addition to the public declaration of banns and not instead of .

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

The officiant should always be a legitimate recognised legal officiant with the relevant qualifications.

Consultation Question 12:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

The officiant should always be a legitimate recognised legal officiant with the relevant qualifications.

Please share your views below:

The officiant should always be a legitimate recognised legal officiant with the relevant qualifications.

Consultation Question 13:

No



Please expand on your answer:

No. The UK is one nation.

Consultation Question 14:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Don't know. Banns should always be made officially and publicly made.

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Preferably yes.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes. The more meetings with pastoral officials to verify marriage validity and seriousness the better.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes, both of the couple should be required to attend and make separate declarations to verify marriage validity and seriousness.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, pastoral supervision is the best more than purely administrative supervision.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

A qualified officiant is fine, but not at the expense of a man of the cloth where one is requested.

Consultation Question 20:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

A qualified officiant is fine, but not at the expense of a man of the cloth where one is requested.

Consultation Question 21:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

A qualified officiant is fine, but not at the expense of a man of the cloth where one is requested.

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If it ain't broke, don't fix it.



Consultation Question 23:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

A qualified officiant is fine, but not at the expense of a man of the cloth where one is requested.

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Keep things as they are. If ain't broke, don't fix it.

Consultation Question 43:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

The church should have a say in the form.

Consultation Question 44:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

People accessing these services should ideally share their religious views.

Consultation Question 45:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Prayer, music, singing and Bible reading should be allowed.

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

God instituted marriage so a religious service afterwards helps to cement the seriousness of the commitment and acknowledgement of its origins.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Providing attendees are supportive and co-operative, let them attend. marriage should be celebrated.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriages should be in a safe, clean public venue with easy safe access to multiple public witnesses and celebrants and also which promotes reverence to
the solemnity and purity of marriage.

outdoors,, on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

Marriages should be in a safe, clean public venue with easy safe access to multiple public witnesses and celebrants and also which promotes reverence to
the solemnity and purity of marriage.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriages should be in a safe, clean public venue with easy safe access to multiple public witnesses and celebrants and also which promotes reverence to
the solemnity and purity of marriage.

Consultation Question 50:

Other

No

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriages should be in a safe, clean public venue with easy safe access to multiple public witnesses and celebrants and also which promotes reverence to
the solemnity and purity of marriage.

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes. Appropriateness of venue needs oversight.

Consultation Question 52:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

A person versed in the seriousness and solemnity of a Godly marriage should approve of the venue.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Paper registration with wet ink should always be in place.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 61:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No, if it ain't broke, don't fix it.

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YU5K-K

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-03 19:55:55

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Registration officers should also be able to officiate at religous church weddings if requested to do so.

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

The phrase "promotes purposes that are unlawful or conrary to public policy or morality" is very vague and can be open to interpretation. As public policy
or morality is liable to change over time, this could be a risk to those with legitimate, but unpopular views being able to nominate officiants.

It would be much more preferable to describe these meanings objectively.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This proposal could open up the marriage celebration to be anything the couple want it to be. This will bring the danger that independent officiants would
provide a service which would not uphold the dignity and solemnity of the marriage.

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There should be prescribed words at the marriage ceremony (as at present). The vows which are made to each other in the marriage ceremony are the
foundation of the marriage itself, and should be publically said to each other.

This will mantain the solemnity of the marriage ceremony. To make this commitment in any other way will diminish the occasion, and could lead to
ludicrous ways of conducting the ceremony.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is far more important that the solemnity and dignity of the marriage celebration is taken seriously, than that the service be customised to whatever the
whim of the participants.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A marriage ceremony is a public declaration of the marriage itself, and therefore the public should be allowed access. It should not be a closed doors
private event only.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Venues should be required to be licensed, to ensure that they are suitable for a dignified marriage ceremony. 
 
How will the dignity and safety of alternative venues be ascertained, without prior agreement (and thus could be licensed beforehand), otherwise it would



become a free for all at any venue. How is this to be regulated?

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As the current situation

Please share your views below:

Licensed premises only.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

I think that these proposals will have a detrimental effect on marriage generally, as the dignity and solemnity of the marriage celebration is assailed.
Many people will want to customise their wedding to suit themselves, and not to take seriously the vows and promises made to each other.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUS7-W

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-03 19:59:19

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Personal response

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

We were married in the Church of England.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:



Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It should not be a flippant decision to get married.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

AS above

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Ideally it should be longer but 7 days should be a minimum.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

In person would reduce the risk of sham or forced marriages.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

No view

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Seems reaonable

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

seems reasonable

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Seems reasonable

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Seems reasonable

Consultation Question 13:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Unnecessarily restrictive

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Agreed.
This is all that is required that the local community is suitably informed.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

No. It is a matter of trust.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Definitely

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

We do not need a continental system. The Church can be trusted even in this post Christian age.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

20 seems a very low threshold.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

We would need to define more clearly what constitutes public policy and morality.
It is not for the state to define individual morality other than defining circumstances that constitute the promotion of hatred or violence.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Seems reasonable

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This seems rather open and could lead to a degree of fraud unless carefully monitored

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Vitally important

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There needs to be independent oversight.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It would be intolerable for clergy of any religion to be subjected to this

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Part of ever wedding ceremony should be an expression of consent and an assurance that the parties are not already married

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Ceremonies should be based on serious , longterm commitment which is the basis of marriage and the family a a key element in social cohesion.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Personal choice is important.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If anyone believes someone is already married , they should be able to declare this publicly.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

No.
It needs to be a place for serious commitment. Being married whilst sky diving , for example, should not be allowed.

Please share your views below:

None of these should be allowed.
marriage should involve a public declaration.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As above

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There needs to be consistency

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

The Registration service needs to set parameters and be responsible for monitoring.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Open to abuse

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

A matter of personal choice.

Consultation Question 63:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

No. It should be taken more seriously than this.

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 72:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

As above

Consultation Question 74:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(1) the same fee as other cases in which the registration officer must travel to the person giving notice, set nationally on a cost-recovery basis; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

None

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

None

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Savings should not be a material consideration

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

None

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

This is an a matter of personal choice and freedom.Government should not be too intrusive and business opportunities should not be a consideration

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

None.
LAs just need to implement the law

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

None

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

None

Consultation Question 90:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

None

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

Not really relevant



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YU5C-B
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Married in church (CofE) over twenty years ago. There was no choice on personalisation or meaning content. Due to being armed forces and overseas our
choices were restricted by law

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:



As an independent celebrant 79% of my ceremonies have been affected by COVID-19. Resulting in postponements or cancellations.
Initially during the early part of the pandemic celebrant led ceremonies were not recognised as being important which led to much confusion.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I think that couples should still be required to give formal notice. Providing documentation to prove ID etc. However I do feel it important to consider
options for those travelling from aboard or in active military service with more compassion.it would also be helpful for postal or online services as taking
time from a working day is not always possible depending on occupation and location.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

As not all register offices are open full time it would be difficult in some areas to obtain an appointment within a working week.
Suggestion that a broader amount of time would be more user friendly.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Yes I think this would be possible. Given strict policy and with scope for additional interviews depending on each circumstance.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Yes absolutely. Isn’t the whole point of this review to establish a fairer and more accessible platform for all?

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Notices should still be displayed.

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Aside from our current pandemic there would likely be no reasonable reason for extending the notice display

Consultation Question 11:

No

Please expand on your answer:

In all fairness the current officiant is. It displayed by name only assumed by local authority area.
Why would it be necessary if the notices are being held at register offices that the officiants name be displayed?
For what purpose,
Anyone wanting to make enquiries or objections can do so via the proposed online platform to the local authority holding the notice surely.

Consultation Question 12:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Yes totally agree.
It maybe necessary for the substitute officiant to take a retaining fee for standby.

Please share your views below:

If the names officiant is then called upon to perform duties as a substitute officiant for another couple

Dury service
Maternity/Paternity/Adoption leave

Consultation Question 13:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

No they should be published online like all notices of marriage. Making everything equal and all platforms as hearing to the same policies and procedures

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

1. Yes in line with the proposed new notice requirements.
2. Only if totally necessary

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

No.
I feel all couples should be treated equally regardless of where they choose to have their legal marriage.
It should be adopted across the board any notice requirements.

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

They should only be able to officiate at any weddings when chosen by the couple to do so. As per legally registered officiants or celebrants.
Including only being able to conduct at local authority property or: Register Offices only

Consultation Question 21:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

There is already acceptable working practices outlined for the implementation of schedules of marriage rather than the current registers anyway.

Consultation Question 22:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Jedi
And other such cult organisations without recognition

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Not expressly exclude. But regulate and consultation to include where possible

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Absolutely. There is no reason that celebrants of any denomination if at all should not be included on said list

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Regular inspection or eve idem W should be required along with an ongoing assessment process.

Consultation Question 32:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As belief or non belief organisations (along with local authorities) should not be able to profit from wedding. They should be carrying out a public duty

Consultation Question 33:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I think guidance and clarity should be available regarding acceptable fees. But without limit or enforcement

Consultation Question 34:

No

Please expand on your answer:

How can a humanist celebrant be a nominated person for a non belief organisation?

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Why would we not?

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This guidance should be issued and adjusted too.

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I do agree no time limit however I think there is possible place for a suggested reapplication after a time period.

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Would this apply across all officiants?
Registrars/clergy and so forth?



Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

No

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

We already do as independent celebrants

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

No



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Not that I am aware of. Think the rules in place are fit for purpose

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

No

Please expand on your answer:

They should have a much lesser time frame.

Consultation Question 66:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There is not reason for validity for such a long period of time

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:



Please share your views below:

No

Consultation Question 71:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Yes there is

Consultation Question 74:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There should still be a timeframe requirement. Besides the officiant isn’t necessary staying on board?

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

And these should be available everyday!

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Almost all my couples have a legal signing prior to their celebration. So in terms of additional marriages o would say not. However there is the possibility
that more couples who feel they are unable to legally marry due to religion or circumstance may choose to marry under the proposals

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Costs for registrar as are disproportionate to what they offer. Some exceeding actual costs for the service provided and making a huge profit from doing
so.
Registrars have told couples they are fully booked yet can miraculously find a slot when said couple advises they will opt for a celebrant led ceremony
then.
Approved premises are limited in the services they can offer by having some local authorities issue guidance that clearly stars the use of “so called
celebrants” is deemed against the licence agreement. Approved premises are privately owned and not by the local authority what right do they have to
dictate what happens within them?
Many couples pay twice- they pay for a legally recognised wedding and then for a celebrant led wedding. This impacts massively on those unable to afford
both. And discrimination happens.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Local authorities would save staffing costs if only one officer attends a wedding.
It would enable more availability for registrars.
Couples would be able to legally marry without the restriction of costly rooms or buildings.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Venues would be able to offer a wider range of ceremonies and locations. 
They would not be limited to registrars being available.



Increased revenue for all locations, venues etc

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

The have the monopoly.
They do not treat couples fairly.
Couples are not given choices.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

Government would see an increase in weddings.
Independent celebrants would incur a cost to maintain listed upon official registers.
But this should be for all officiants including registrars.
Couples costs would come down making weddings more accessible to many.





Not applicable

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

No such experience

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

'Interviews' should always be held in person

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Notice should not be allowed outside the country where the ceremony is to take place

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Yes, banns to authorise an Anglican wedding should be required to be published only in the church where the wedding is to take place.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes, I agree with these proposals

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes, I agree with this proposal

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

the Government should not enable non-religious belief organisations to officiate at weddings

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

I agree

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

I agree

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Independent officiants should not be included

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 37:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The Government should bear this responsibility

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I agree with points 1 -3 above, but not point 4 The marriage should be legally binding until AFTER the ceremony

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Some couples may want the marriage blessed

Consultation Question 47:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The location of the wedding should be either a place of worship or registered with the Government as a 'fit and proper' place

outdoors,, in the air, and/or

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It should be the responsibility of the Government, not any 'Tom, Dick or Harry'!

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Any 'Pre-approval process' should be conducted by a Government official

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

No problems I know of

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I do not agree with any form of authority taking place remotely.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Should not be allowed.

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

I do not believe there is any demand for weddings ‘at sea’.

Consultation Question 74:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUS9-Y

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-03 20:09:58

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Because of forced and sham marriages, in person interviewing should continue.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Yes, I see no issues with it's continuation.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

They should be able to cover and substitute wherever is necessary.

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I see no necessity to repeal this.

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:



The banns could also be published elsewhere in that locality too.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes, for security these should be required.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes as this declaration is essential.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There is a danger of some churches
falling foul of weddings law, as they are required to
take responsibility for unfamiliar legalities in order to
hold a religious ceremony.

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Yes, there should be a listing.

Consultation Question 25:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

'contrary to public morality' is subjective. Moral standards change over time.

Focus on objective criteria. These could include promoting purposes that are illegal
or support illegal activity (such as terrorism), that advocate the violent overthrow of democracy, or that undermine the rule of law.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

We need to keep highly
trained registrars or religious representatives who
are likely to have strongly-held beliefs on marriage.
Allowing independent officiants would open the
door to those who may not place such a high value
on marriage.
Independent officiants,
can currently conduct weddings that are not
legally binding. These have included ceremonies
underwater, in a sadomasochism dungeon, at a
comic book convention with a couple dressed as
fictional characters, and at a ruined leper hospital
on Hallowe’en. Another involved a couple dressed
as hedgehogs. Such ceremonies could be legally
binding if independent officiants were allowed,
undermining the dignity of marriage

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I agree with all 3 points.

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Officiants should be serious about marriage, not making money.

Consultation Question 33:

No



Please expand on your answer:

Fees should be limited.

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Independent celebrants should not be able to officiate at religious weddings.

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Absolutely.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

They need a standard and guidance.

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

No

Please expand on your answer:

They should have a probationary period.

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Words are powerful. 
The prescribed words form a foundation for the 
declarations that are required for a marriage. 
Without them the wedding ceremony can be as



meaningless as a couple or officiant chooses, and 
legal marriage can become nothing more than a 
certificate from the Government. 
Marriage is founded on solemn promises made 
between two parties. Under these proposals it 
would be possible to have a legally recognised 
wedding in which no words were said between the 
couple, let alone promises of any kind. 
The commitment made in marriage must be taken 
very seriously, and without the prescribed words it is 
much easier to treat the ceremony casually. 
The prescribed words are only a small part of the

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is far more important that a legal wedding
ceremony reflects the seriousness of the
commitment the parties are making than that it is
personalised to the couple.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Have a religious ceremony if you want religious content.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This requirement
is a valuable part of wedding day celebrations,
making it clear that marriage is not a private affair,
but rather is important to society as a whole.

The opposite is also important; weddings which
are not publicly accessible make a statement that
the marriage is private and of interest only to the
couple. This couldn’t be further from the truth.

Ensuring that weddings are open to any member of
the public, rather than just those invited, is a way of
protecting against forced marriage and bigamy, for
example.



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YU5Q-S

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-03 20:26:56

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Private citizen. Christian

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Information/comments I give are not confidential.

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Currently divorced. But my marriage was in a church and recognised by the law.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Have not partaken of a marriage that was not recognised the law.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Have not partaken in a marriage not recognised by the law.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:



Have not partaken in a wedding not recognised by the law.

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

No comments.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Do not agree.

Consultation Question 5:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Do not agree.

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

I believe a minimum of 90 days would be advisable.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Do not believe that interviews should be done remotely. In-person interviews are far better and preferred.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

No comment.

Consultation Question 9:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Do not agree.

Consultation Question 10:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No comment.

Consultation Question 11:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Do not believe that parties should be permitted to amend schedule.

Consultation Question 12:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Do not agree.

Please share your views below:

No, I do not agree that a substitute officiant should be allowed to act in other circumstances.

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Do not agree.

Consultation Question 14:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Do not agree.

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Yes, this seems reasonable.yes

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes, I agree with these points.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

I agree.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Many churches rely on civil registrars to register weddings, as they do not have their own authorised person. For some, this might be because they hold
weddings infrequently and are therefore not familiar with requirements. For some churches it might be impractical to have an authorised person because
they do not have a minister.

Consultation Question 21:

Other



Please expand on your answer:

No comment.

Consultation Question 22:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No comment.

Consultation Question 23:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Do not agree.

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Do not agree.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

The statement “ Contrary to public policy or morality” is too subjective an assessment. It would risk those with unpopular but legal views being excluded
from nominating officiants. The test should focus on objective criteria. These could include: Promoting purposes that are illegal or support illegal activity
(such as terrorism), that advocate violent overthrow of democracy or undermine the rule of law.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Do not agree.

Consultation Question 28:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No comment.

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Currently, wedding officiants are either highly trained registrars or religious representatives who are likely to have strongly-held beliefs on marriage.
Allowing independent officiants would open the door to those who may not place such a high value on marriage. Independent officiants can currently
conduct weddings that are not legally binding. These have included ceremonies under water and a couple dressed as hedge hogs at a fun park. Such
ceremonies could be legally binding if independent officiants were allowed, completely undermining the dignity of marriage.

Consultation Question 30:

No



Please expand on your answer:

Do not agree.

Consultation Question 31:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Do not agree with the use of independent officiants.

Consultation Question 32:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No comment.

Consultation Question 33:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No comment.

Consultation Question 34:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No comment.

Consultation Question 37:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No comment.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No comment.

Consultation Question 40:

No



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The prescribed words form a foundation for the declarations that are required for a marriage. Without them, the wedding ceremony can be as
meaningless as a couple or officiant chooses. This would mean that legal marriage can be become nothing more than a certificate from the government.
Marriage is founded on solemn promises made between two parties. Under these proposals it would be possible to have a legally recognised wedding in
which no words were said between the couple, let alone promises of any kind. Allowing wholly personalised wedding ceremonies without any
legally-required words would send the message that marriage is an entirely private affair.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The “open doors” requirement is a valuable part of wedding day celebrations, making it clear that marriage is not a private affair, but rather is very
important to society as a whole. Ensuring that weddings are open to any member of the public, rather than just those invited, is a way of protecting
against forced marriage and bigamy, for example.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I can see some advantages to this. For example, many churches that do not own their premises but worship in shared buildings (such as a school or
community centre) cannot currently hold weddings in those venues. But the danger is that removing the restrictions opens the door to inappropriate
venues being used. How will the dignity of such ceremonies be guaranteed?

Please share your views below:



I believe the law should limit in these venues.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Do not agree.

Consultation Question 50:

Other

Other

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No comments.

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Do not agree.

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No comment.

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences



Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

No comments.

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:



Other

Please expand on your answer:

No comments
.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No comment.

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:



(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(2) there should be no fee.

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

No comments.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No comment.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No comments.



Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

No comments.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

No comments.

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No comments.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No comment.

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No comment.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No comments.

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No comments.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No comments.

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

No comments.



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUDS-A

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-03 20:27:44

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

none

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

n/a

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I have been married for 45 years.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

n/a

Other

Please expand on your answer:

n/a

Other

Please expand on your answer:

n/a

Consultation Question 2:



Please share your views below:

There were no legal barriers

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Two weddings were scheduled this year, both of which have been postponed.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This would prevent couples travelling to Scotland!

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

In the 21st century, to be able to start the process on line makes sense. However, I agree that a meeting 'in person' should be required to avoid fraud etc.

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

Provided that answers are confirmed, then surely the marriage could take place immediately. Perhaps the registrar should be given the flexibility to
decide how long the period should be, up to a maximum of 7 days.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Provided registrars are confident they could execute their role remotely, this suggestion makes sense.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Provided this has not caused difficulties in the past, it should continue.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Printed newspapers are read by relatively few, so an on line publication makes sense.

Consultation Question 10:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I have no contrary view on this proposal.

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



It is absolutely vital that weddings are only solemnised by a trained officiant, who should be identified. There is no problem with a change provided this
rule is enforced.

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Otherwise the wedding would have to be cancelled, which cannot be right.

Please share your views below:

Provided officiants are officially recognised as previously suggested, there is no reason why a substitute officiant could not take the ceremony for any
reason.

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

We are the UNITED Kingdom. Banns should be able to be published anywhere in the UK that a party has lived. Just applying it to England and Wales
supports Ms Sturgeons efforts to divide the UK.

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Not now relevant. (Though a church could be damaged by terrorism - which ought to be considered).

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Banns need to be published where the parties live and where they originate from. This is where you are likely to find people who know the party's and
who are most able to point out any irregularities.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

This would put a lot of responsibility on the clergy, and involve enquiries few would be equipped to carry out. There should be a requirement that if there
is ANY doubt about the couple then this should be reported to the local registrar in order for THEM to carry out enquiries.
Clergy should be given the flexibility to meet the couple separately and together. Clergy would not want to marry a couple they had not interviewed
together to discuss the serious nature of what they are entering into, that it is for life, and that they will be making promises before God. I still recall our
discussion with the vicar!

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Separate declarations in the 21st century should be required; provided there are no suspicions anything is amiss, this could be done together.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

I cannot see any reason why the current requirements shouldn't continue.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Absolutely vital in my view; I am assuming Anglican clergy would retain this role.

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If it is a Christian wedding at a Non conformist church, (ie not Anglican), then it would be non-sensical for the registrar to officiate in a ceremony where
faith is a central part of the service, and with which they may not agree. They only need to observe the service to ensure the legal requirements are met.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Can't think of a reason why you would need two.

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I am a Licensed Lay Minister, and it would give much greater flexibility if LLM's were recognised as officiants, after appropriate training. We take services
and officiate at funerals; in a non Anglican setting, the officiant only observes. LLM's are always licensed to a Parish for supervisory purposes, so
extending this to LLM's is a natural response.

Consultation Question 23:

No

Please expand on your answer:

While at face value this makes sense, not all religions hold to British values with regard to marriage, for instance monogamy. I believe extending
permission to officiate wider than the established church could open a can of worms - the law of un-intended consequence. As a Christian, I would
support all Christian churches being able to appoint officiants. However, it would lead to calls for this to be allowed for all faiths, and as I have said, this
could lead to problems.
Extending the right to appoint officiants to non religious organisations will lead to the de-valuing of the sanctity of marriage, to say nothing of the
potential for the criminal fraternity to use this situation.

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As a Christian I find this idea abhorrent. The definition itself has obviously been penned by a secularist/humanist. People who wish to follow a ceremony
approved by such an organisation, should be married by a registrar in the first instance.

Please share your views below:

Exactly the sort of problem that is going to arise if the list of those who can officiate is widened. It is not a good idea.

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

For the reasons I have previously explained.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

This won't be necessary if officiants are kept as is the current situation. Should the list of organisations be widened and list of officiants expanded, then
this would be a necessary step.

Consultation Question 27:



Please share your views below:

Just by holding an office wouldn't necessarily make a person suitable - some religious leaders are not British passport holders, for instance.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Should this route be followed, then a list would be a pre-requirement. As should the qualifications necessary to hold for an officiant.

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

So allowing anyone to be so authorised. This is just not a good idea; illegal marriages would be so much easier to organise and execute. Divorce rates are
already endemic; the expanding of those allowed to officiate will do nothing to help this situation.

Consultation Question 30:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It will be necessary to have a list of required characteristics; anyone proposed should have to complete an application with accompanying documentary
proof, which should be submitted to the District Registrar for checking and authorisation.

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I don't agree with the idea of 'independant officiants', but if this is approved this would be necessary.

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As is the case with Anglican clergy. Definitely agree.

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The officiants fee should be fixed by law, plus reasonable expenses. This will allow premises to have their own officiant, but stop them profiteering.

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

How would this be enforced? It is a great idea, but not - in my view - practical.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Of course they should; but how do they check guidance is followed? The ceremony requirements should be laid down, including the form of words.

Consultation Question 37:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Supervision has to be by the Registrars office. Even professional bodies have shown themselves compromised when enforcing standards against their
own members.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Absolutely - but see previous answer. As I have said earlier, widening the pool of officiants might seem sensible. Marriage is too important and the legal
requirements demanding to allow this because it will prove all but impossible to Police.

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

See previous comments.

Consultation Question 40:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As an Anglican LLM I am regularly monitored and re-authorised every five years. I would suggest a similar time limit.

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Definitely.

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I find these proposals problematic.
First, this is the final occasion where the couple express their consent and confirm their legal ability to marry. It adds to the dignity of the occasion adding
weight to the seriousness of the occasion and the commitment they are making.
Second, verbal consent carries so much more weight than a signed document.
Third, there is already a great deal of freedom within the ceremony to allow couples to personalise their special day. Owls delivering the rings in one
recent ceremony!
Fourth, it is the final occasion for the public to make an objection. Although this is, I suspect, very rare it would be remiss to remove the requirement.
Fifth, the form of words used at a ceremony should be laid down in law - not by the organisation. There is scope to add to them; the actual ceremony
words need to be closely defined to maintain the solemnity and dignity of the occasion - both words also need defining. Alternative forms of the words
could be included in the legislation, but these should not be put together by the couple at each ceremony.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No, no and thrice no - for exactly the reasons I have just stated. The dignity and solemnity of the ceremony are critical and should be laid down in law.

Consultation Question 44:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The ability of the Christian (and Jewish) church to maintain a Biblical approach to marriage is very important.

Consultation Question 45:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I am not sure what circumstances are envisaged here. Is a ceremony in, say, a Baptist church seen as a civil ceremony? Such an occasion would normally
follow fairly closely the form of words used in an Anglican service so I would not expect it to have to look like a civil ceremony. On the other hand, a purely
civil ceremony should not, in my view, contain religious content. The couple are able to have their union blessed in church if they so wish. What shouldn't
happen is for a couple to by-pass the church; passing such a measure could be dishonouring to God - not something, even in what is called a post
Christian era, we should be doing.

Please share your views below:

As I have just stated, religious content should be precluded from a purely civil ceremony.

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Why would this be repealed? If this is to prevent such an occurrence at a registry office, then just include this provision. I can't see a problem with a
couple having a civil ceremony and then attending a church for a service which this provision would appear to preclude.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I can envisage circumstances where this might be necessary - previous violent relationship with ex partner threatening to disrupt proceedings coming
readily to mind. However, public access is very important as I have previously suggested. Forced marriage is a problem and allowing public access to be
denied per se would not help reducing this. I would suggest that public access is the default position with a provision to allow a couple to request a closed
door ceremony in certain limited occasions with the permission of the registrar.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Absolutely not! How does this contribute to the dignity and solemnity of the occassion? There should be a requirement that any place other than a
Christian church or Jewish synagogue should be licensed, with the type of premise laid down in general terms in the legislation. Licensing should be the
responsibility of the registrar.

Please share your views below:

To preserve the dignity and solemnity of the occasion, this needs careful consideration. During the pandemic, a wedding ceremony in the grounds of a
church or other licensed establishment should not be precluded. A private home could be acceptable where a person has a life limiting illness and they
are incapable of leaving their home. The law needs to include flexibility for a registrar/clergy to hold a ceremony in other than a licensed establishment in
special circumstances.

Consultation Question 49:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I am minded to answer 'no', but can see that celebrities might need such a location to be available. Subject to the safeguards I have already mentioned,
including a registrar agreeing the location is suitable, then with provisos, this proposal could be included.

Consultation Question 50:



Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As I have already commented, couples need to be prevented from circumventing church requirements. Allowing any of the three situations could put
churches especially in a very difficult position.

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This could be allowed IF the requirements for what is an acceptable location is clearly defined. If each location is required to be licensed, this provision
would not be required.

Consultation Question 52:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The more I see of some of these proposals, the more convinced I am that locations should be individually licensed OR the requirements for a safe and
dignified location are very tightly defined.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Provided the requirements are tightly defined - although I would prefer each location to be individually licensed. All officiants would need to check is that
the location is licensed and still conforms.

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This agrees with my previous comments, except I would widen this to include ALL venues.

Please share your views below:

Registrars office. Simple application form. The fee should be sufficient for the cost of providing this service.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Can't see a problem with this. Would allow much of the paper work to be completed before 'signing the register'.

Consultation Question 55:

No

Please expand on your answer:

English, or English and Welsh. English is our national language, and should not be replaced in total by a language that not even all Welsh origin people
speak. This is supporting a nationalist agenda.

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Can't see an issue with this.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Maintains the necessary legal requirements, and protects the church with regard to same sex weddings.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

1. Genuine mistakes should not make the marriage void.
2. Witnesses should always be required - prevents forced marriage, amongst other things.
3. If this is a mistake, then no problem. However, if the failure to sign is because of an irregularity, then the marriage should be void.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Clearly necessary safeguards.

Consultation Question 59:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This would encourage 'marriages of convenience'. The ceremony is a public declaration of commitment. Cohabitation is confirmation of that
commitment. Without both, there should not be a presumption in favour of the validity of the marriage. However, there are circumstances when this will
not be the case - terminally ill person, for instance - and tht needs to be catered for.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This would have a disproportionate negative impact on a woman in a heterosexual relationship. Living together for a period in excess of, say, 1 year
should provide the protections in law enjoyed by a married couple. What shouldn't happen is for the relationship to be recognised as marriage in the
sense that they had been through a marriage ceremony.

Consultation Question 60:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No view.

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Needs to be punishable by 5 years imprisonment, making it an 'arrestable offence'.

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

The needs of 1 and 3 need to be included. Prisoners should not be allowed to marry.

Consultation Question 63:



Other

Please expand on your answer:

Only if there is time. Clergy should be authorised to carry out weddings in an emergency.

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Seems sensible.

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Seems reasonable - 12 months is long enough to plan and execute a ceremony.

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As previous answer - though I wouldn't allow prisoners to marry (unless they are terminally ill).

Consultation Question 67:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

1, 2 & 4 seem particularly relevant in the pandemic! The wedding ceremony itself should not be carried out remotely - hardly makes the ceremony solemn
and dignified. The ceremony could be broadcast - that would add to the ceremony.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Seems sensible.

No

Please expand on your answer:

Can't see the necessity of such a proposal, given these circumstances are already dealt with.

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Provided the room on the ship is licensed. However, beach weddings should be precluded.

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As previous answer.

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

If the room has to be licensed, any type of ship could apply, and the registrar make a decision whether it is suitable.



Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

All this can be agreed in advance, including the name of the officiant.

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Which is why the name of the planned officiant can be given when the licence is applied for. Some provision might need to be made for urgent situations
occurring at sea.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Seems obvious.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Absolutely.

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Most ships have a Chaplain on board, so there should be no problem from a Christian point of view.

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There should be an upper limit applied though; do not leave it open ended.

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The process should be cost neutral.

Consultation Question 76:

(1) the same fee as other cases in which the registration officer must travel to the person giving notice, set nationally on a cost-recovery basis; or

Please expand on your answer:

Sorry, except in cases of hardship, it should still be cost neutral. Clergy should be given flexibility to not charge.

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Absolutely.

Consultation Question 78:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Agree.

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Agree.

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Ensuring the service does not incur a cost to local tax payers.

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Agree.

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Agreed.

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

The service should be cost neutral, except in cases of hardship.

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Agree

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

The current law does not prevent or discourage people getting married. Couples I have spoken to either regard marriage as un-necessary, or on the other
hand, the opposite. All think it is expensive - not the ceremony, but what is added in!

If we want to encourage marriage (and in my view we should) then providing married couple tax advantages would be a good start. Teaching at all stages
in school about the advantages of marriage, and the dis-advantages of co-habiting would also help.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

The actual cost of the ceremony is not - from couples I have spoken to - the reason for getting, or not getting, married. Although competition usually
provides a more cost effective, efficient service with weddings this is not necessarily the case. Suggestions otherwise are probably from
people/organisations with an agenda.



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Marriage is a serious undertaking, not to be entered into without careful thought. The ceremony should reflect its serious nature by being solemn and
dignified, but also joyful. The locations where marriages can take place need to recognise this. It is important that these proposals do not promote the
idea that marriage is otherwise. The proposals speak of maintaining the dignity and solemnity of marriage while then proposing a host of measures that
would do the reverse. This would have some credibility if the measures led to more couples getting married (I don't happen to agree with this) but from
couples I have spoken to, this would not be the case.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

No view (except that cost is not the pre-eminent issue).

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Weddings are already big business. Many of these proposals would benefit commercial organisations, giving them much greater flexibility and no longer
having to rely on registration officers. I am sorry, but this is NOT a reason to reduce the marriage ceremony to a business opportunity. Yes, we need the
majority of couples to see marriage as the normal route of living together and raising a family. This needs to be done by education, not making the
ceremony desirable like a visit to Disney World.

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No view.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

It would make it easier for them to absolve responsibility, and reduce commitment. Not a good idea, I would suggest. This has all the hallmarks of a cost
cutting exercise for LG. What needs to happen is for the service to be entirely self supporting.

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I'm not sure there is evidence of this being a major issue, or one that is addressed by these proposals. People will still travel to locations where warmth is
guaranteed, or for the perfect back drop.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

???

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No knowledge.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No knowledge.

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

No view.
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

No

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

No

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

No

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Consultation Question 2:



Please share your views below:

N/A

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

My work as a Civil Celebrant (Note - I was previously a Registrar of Births, Deaths & Marriages for County Council for 6 years ) has been
severely disrupted during 2020, with all weddings being postponed, bar one, in the September of 2020.
I dealt with many calls in the Spring of 2020 from distressed couples who had had their weddings at venues cancelled/ rescheduled as well as great
distress that the Registration service could not offer enough help and support - hence contacting me
I know that many couples still remain anxious as to their ceremony plans for this year and next, with one couple now deferring their wedding until 2022
as they wish to have their chosen venue (an unlicensed venue) plus myself officiating on the day.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

In my experience as a Registrar - a longer period of time would give couples time to gather all necessary documents required for giving notice ie Decree
absolutes/ birth/certifcates, passport details for that in-person meeting, as they may not have clearly understood what they needed to bring or may have
simply made an error with the application/documentation.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

No to remote interviews.
A Registrar can glean a lot from a face to face meeting and raise concerns with their Superintendent accordingly if concerned.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 9:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I would have both - online and at the Register office.

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Agree to both proposals

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Agree to this

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I do not totally agree with this.
Independent Celebrants do not adhere to any one belief system and do not impose a belief system within a ceremony - they should be enabled by new
legislation, to officiate at ceremonies for all those people wanting their services. I believe they may currently represent the largest proportion of officiants
available in the country (Note including those leading civil funerals)

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Unsure

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Totally support this

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Other



Please expand on your answer:

Agree in principle but needs further clarification as a proposal

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Agree with second part of proposal

Consultation Question 39:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

1a. - Agree
1.b. Disagree

2. Agree

3. Unsure

4. Agree

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

I think this is a good consideration, but a full answer would require more time to submit on this matter - not a survey type question

Consultation Question 46:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Don't think this a hugely important issue at the present time.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Most modern couples require the freedom of choice currently denied them as to the location of their wedding ceremony. Civil Celebrants have been well
aware of these restrictions and have been working consistantly with couples in order to provide an answer to this problem for many years.

in the air, and/or

Please share your views below:

Dangerous activity brings huge health & safety issues for Civil Celebrants, guests and the couple themselves and also questions the dignity of the
marriage ceremony .

Consultation Question 49:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Standard Guidelines would help ALL officiants to guide couples

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Need more time and thought on this question

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

For tracing ancestry/ heredity

Consultation Question 55:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Both

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

More time & thought needed to answer this proposal

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:



Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes but this clearly needs to be fast-tracked due to the circumstances ?

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Officiating at a marriage inside or outside of the regiater office is literally just be part of the normal days work of a Registrar, and should be considered so
- there is no need for any special/additional fees/extras to be paid and the registration managers should simply organise the team diaries accordingly.

Consultation Question 81:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

There should be no fee for either circumstance or when a Registrar officiates at a venue other than the office - the previous practice of Registrars being
paid to officiate at marriages at Approved Venues should be abolished - again it is simply part of their day to day work -

(Note- the extra payments to Registrars has been in my previous experience, subject to corruption - with Superintendents and Registration Managers
creaming off the best work (ie being paid additionally for taking weddings at approved venues) themselves during the summer months and running the
wedding timetables with favourtism to some Registrars rather than others, as well as also allowing ex registrars and so called 'deputy' part-time/ floating
registrars to take marriages at the weekend after official retirement.)

Consultation Question 83:

(2) there should be no fee.

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I see no reason for this.

Again it is simply part of what will be their 'much reduced' daily work load (assuming these proposed changes are made) Marriage is a human right after
all and should not be considered a money-making enterprise in any way by local councils./ government. That is not their role.

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

There may be some discouragement for couples getting married, as they often want the day of the ceremony to be the actual day they are legally wed,
But they often do not feel they have a choice especailly in multifaith ceremonies. So it certainly causes a lot of inconvenience for them and an additional
cost to those couples wanting to have a personalised ceremony and/or hold their wedding at a venue that is their preferred choice which can often be an
unlicensed location.
As a result they have had to also arrange for a simple register office ceremony separately in order to be legally married. Almost like having to arrange two
ceremonies. Therefore it is quite possible that the current situation does indeed discourage some people from completing the legal marriage part.
When speaking with couples we often discuss the option of holding a non-legal 'commitment ceremony' led by a Celebrant like myself and some couples
may think that's all they need (their personal commitment to one another) and so never get around to arranging a legal ceremony.
They also do not always want to have to have their marriage in a Register Office officiated by someone from a council employee, who although may be
trained in the rudiments of a civil ceremony, fail to provide a ceremony which is bespoke to the couple and do not necessarily have the skills to present
and lead a more meaningful service. In addition to this couples are restricted by the Registration times and allocated days. This extends to venues as well
who cannot offer couples their full range of wedding packages as the registration cannot offer the time they want.
A civil celebrant offers a more personalised experience every time, and in my experience this has led to such demand from engaged couples in the last
8-9 years of my working independently.

2. So I agree that yes, I believe that these proposals would lead to more marriages as it would remove the problem for couples who consider it a hassle,
too expensive or unnecessary to have to complete two separate processes and ultimatley wish to have far more choice in the content, style and personal
beliefs within the marriage ceremony.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I cannot comment on this, as of course these costs vary widely in regard to venues, times and dates . As indicated in the previous answer - at the present 
time couples are often having to incur costs for two separate events in order to have a wedding that fulfills their personal needs - whether that be of a 
multi faith nature, non-faith, or preference to not be held at an unlicensed venue of their choice. 
Should a couple go ahead in complying, by having a ceremony to legally wed prior to the main ceremony officiated over by a Celebrant at an unlicenced 
venue, they are often not told by the Registration service that a basic statutory ceremony at a low cost (in the region of £47 -£50 - depending on area) 
even exists, and have described to me they have been 'rail roaded' (for want of a better word) into paying quite a few hundred pounds for a registry office



ceremony they didn't actually feel they needed or wanted. The basic ceremonies are also only usually offered by the registration service at 10.00 o-clock
(or thereabouts) in the morning on certain days of the week - therefore the human right of getting married has in fact not been fully implemented by the
local council/government - or only if the prospective couple pay a lot of money for it to be held on a suitable day for families, such as a Saturday or
Sunday 
In addition to these factors, I have led ceremonies held in a family garden or private land, which have in many cases provided far more facilities and nicer
ambience than a register office or venue; and of course has had the added benefit that young couples starting out in life have not had to go to huge
expense when arranging their marriage.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Similar reply as above answer

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

From my time working in the Registration Service, my overall impression was that weddings were increasingly viewed as a money-making operation for
revenue to the council. Rather than a statutory service provided six days a week to couples wishing to fulfill the legal requirements of marriage with a
simple ceremony.
Over time it also appears to me that couples have seen through this and overwhelmingly rejected this restricted process - hence the increase in Celebrant
led ceremonies who have endeavoured to recognise the right for choice and acknowledgment of multi faith beliefs within our now diverse society.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

I can only give a view from my current experience as an Independent Civil Celebrant'
In brief therefore;

The current proposals would incur less cost to couples wishing to marry and provide far more choice.

Celebrants are in the main already set -up for any new proposals.
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Personal response
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

The son's wedding was cancelled and rearranged for August. It was a smaller and more intimate church wedding than planned. Even those with out
religious belief found it very rewarding and thought provoking. None found it intimidating.



Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There needs to be oportunity for people that know the couple to comment on the proposed wedding

Consultation Question 5:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is a formal contract and as such reqires a more formal start to the process

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

Give time to fully assess what has been said in the interview

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

No an in person interview should take place as a lot more can be reinforced by body language and attitude

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

could it not be carried out an embassy or by a member of the armed forces with the necessary skill set

Consultation Question 9:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

As long as this as well as the current requirement for notices

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

No only as a substitute to the original officiant

Consultation Question 13:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

They need to be published in their locality so that people who know the couple can comment

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There needs to be clarification of what is meant by Dignity and Solemnity in this consultation.

It should be seen as a life long commitment and as such the couple need to approach it with the correct attitude.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There needs to be an over arching assessment that determines the suitability of all officiants

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There needs to be a set period with regular review

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is not something to be undertaken lightly and without desire to maitain the vow for the rest of your life. It is not like a toast or filppiant
comment.

The seriousness and value of marrige needs to appreciated. Also if it does not follow the prescribed format te solemnity will not be realised

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is supposed to be a public commitment so holding behind close doors reduces the value.

It will stop forced marriage if it takes place with open doors

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The venue should support the seriousness of the event. It is a special once in a life time experience

Please share your views below:

The place should reflect the solemnity of the service rather than any old place that takes your fancy

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There should be a list of approved venues and the officiant should confirm that it is right and suitable on the day

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

What does safe and dignified mean? This needs to have more detail if a valid answer is to given

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

The General register office
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Private individual

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response
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Email:
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Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Not applicable



Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

This is a potential minefield allowing all sorts of marriage under duress to occur.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

What is the good of this? We have seen lately how unsatisfactory remote teaching, conferences and meetings can be. A marriage is far more important
than any of these and needs careful attention and the close involvement of both parties.and, usually, adequate preparation in considering the
commitment being undertaken.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Nothing is wholly secure online, even when encrypted. This could open the parties to all manner of abuse and to the abuse of their private information.

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Why not? Who gains from this? Does the Church of England concur?

Consultation Question 14:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

This is surely a matter for the Church of England, not the law commission

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

These words re very loosely applied- what constitutes dignity or solemnity may be a matter of individual interpretation. Marriage should always be a
solemn contract between two people and therefore should be conducted with dignity by all concerned.
Marriages in Registry Offices are at present and religious ceremonies are inherently so.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It may be necessary in some cases to specify what constitutes solemn and dignified behaviour and to ensure that this is understood by all present at the
marriage

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is essential when contracting marriage that the participants do so freely and in full knowledge of any possible impediments in front of the witnesses to
their wedding and the registrar and /or officiant. Doing so in advance opens the opportunity for undue influence from interested parties and /or an
unscrupulous partner.

Why does this need to be done in different ways?

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

How would this accord with dignity and solemnity? How would the ability of the officiant to act in accord with their role and responsibilities not be
possibly compromised by the wishes of the parties?

What are the objections- if any - to the current forms and ceremonies?

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Religious content in civil weddings should be confined to recognised prayers, such as the
Our Father or something equally familiar in other faiths, or hymns familiar to the participants and their guests. No sacramental content should be
attempted or permitted- that is what places of worship are for.

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:



What is the aim of this proposal? Cui bono?

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There are excellent reasons for this provision, not least the public nature of marriage. Closing doors creates an environment where secrecy can prevail
and coercion thrive.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This makes nonsense of previous questions about solemnity and dignity and undermines those aspects of this important contract. Marriage is an
essential basis for a stable
society, this proposal makes a mockery of it, under whatever form it occurs, whether civil or faith-based.

on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or

Please share your views below:

In some climates it is desirable to conduct marriages out of doors. There may be circumstances where one partner is unable to leave their home - a
marriage where someone is likely to die soon for example- when holding a wedding in their home may be their only option. These are exceptional
circumstances and not the norm and should be allowed for within the law.

Any venue which trivialises marriage- jet-skiing, surfing, paddle boarding, sky diving, wing-walking etc- should not be permitted as detracting from the
solemnity and dignity of the ceremony and adding an element of physical risk, which has no place in a serious
meaningful contract such as marriage.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Why not? This again is shutting marriage away from general knowledge like some dirty little secret- is this the intention of the Law Commission?

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Other

Please expand on your answer:

What is a non-religious belief venue? If people have no particular beliefs why would they want to marry at a religious venue? The sanctity of such a venue
could thereby be
compromised.

This seems to be an exercise in confusion aimed only at limiting religion in any shape or form when related to marriage.

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not if this gives them overarching authority to approve or disapprove a location under the jurisdiction of an officiant from a religion.

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:



Safety and dignity should be inherent in weddings. How are they to be prescribed in a wedding location which, according to a previous proposal could be
in the air or on water?

How would officiants be guided as to what consistently constituted safe and dignified locations? This is just another recipe for mess and muddle around
marriage.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

That surely depends on the quality of said guidance. As guidance would presumably be unenforceable so this proposal becomes less meaningful.

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

That is beyond my scope.

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUSN-M

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-03 20:36:44

About you

What is your name?
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Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?
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If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

The much-reduced number of people allowed to attend took away the sense of celebration and of the ceremony being important to more than just the
couple, i.e. to society as a whole.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Much better than only at the Registry

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

They are quite anachronistic now.

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

If sham marriages are to be avoided then 1. is vital.

If clergy are concerned about one party being coerced then there should be a mechanism for the preliminaries to be conducted by a Registrar. Meeting
separately could be pastorally dangerous if the coercer wished to cause problems.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes, both should be present and declare.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

It is a good opportunity to build rapport between the couple and clergy.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Smaller churches with fewer weddings will need the presence of an officer if they aren't able to offer one of their own ministers to be authorised.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

This is too broad a definition for excluding an organisation. Make it more specific, such as to include promoting terrorism, undermining democracy,
teaching against the rule of law.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There should be a way for the public to check that someone is properly authorised.

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This could turn the officiating at a wedding into a Mickey Mouse operation, i.e. with very little dignity, or the desire to uphold the solemnity of marriage.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Give them criteria as to what this means.

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Statutory fees are a good way to ensure this.

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See Mickey Mouse above.

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

You will need to define this more closely. E.g. Is it dignified to get married whilst skydiving?? It's certainly fun, but is it dignified in relation be being wed?

Consultation Question 36:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is more than just consent.
The vows, as well as the agreement to be faithful exclusively to the spouse, are a way of defining why marriage is important to society as well as to the
couple.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This opens the door to those Mickey Mouse ceremonies of above.

There is plenty of scope to personalise the current ceremonies in addition to the set words and format.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Keep it clear there is a distinctive choice between religious and civil ceremony.

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Allow couples to continue to make this choice.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Weddings are not simply private ceremonies for the couple; they are building bricks for society, and so have a public element to them as well as the
expression of a couple's commitment to each other.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Let's define dignified, and acknowledge there are some places that are not dignified for weddings.

on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

They need to be accessible to the public as well as guests of the couple.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The public element is important. It's not only a personal ceremony for the couple.

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Keep the distinctions clear.

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Too much opportunity for Mickey Mouse venues to be thought of as suitable.

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Need to define dignified.
Need to uphold the solemnity of marriage and the public element of the personal commitment of the couple.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

2. witnesses imply that this should be a public act, not simply private
3. a signature implies agreement to what has happened

Consultation Question 58:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage must be intentional rather than happening 'by accident' of not getting around to arranging a ceremony.

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YU56-X

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-03 20:40:39

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

One of the Law Commission's goals is that " the ceremony that is meaninful to the couple should be recognised by law" This can happen at the moment
in churches that do not have an authorised person in their congregation to deal with the legalities, can hire the sevices of a civil registrar to register the
marriage at the same time as the wedding in the church . A very special time of family and friends gathering. For our daughter marrying a gentleman
from India in our church three years ago it was so important that the marriage conducted by the pastor and at the same time legally registered. The
cereomy was relaid live to India, as his parents could not come to the UK, and to Australia where my daughters brother lives, also Germany and the USA.
What a tremendous Joy. for family and friends, Back then just three years ago that was not common, BUT of COURSE in this time of the pandemic of covid
services have been relied by zoom, At the end of December2020 my husband and I attended by zoom, a marriage ceremony of a young couple by zoom.
All the guide lines of a small number of persons in the chapel were adhered to, thankfully the blessing of the sacred vows, and the official registration
were completed together,

Consultation Question 21:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Why do you feel the need to reduce the number of registration officers at a civil wedding? Two can support the family more, Of course in this pandemic 
wedding parties in churches and town halls are lower in numbers, BUT hopefully in the near future the UK will open up more, after this pandemic



Marriage is the bedrock of society and needs to have full support and honour given it.

Consultation Question 22:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I understand that to be a registered officiant at a wedding you have to be trained, So I do not think it can be conferred without the proper study, Two of
my friends studied hard before they passed the requirments into be coming registrars so they could officiate at my previous church for weddings and
funerals, This job needs to be valued,

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

That seems fair.

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is not honouring to the Creator God. It is distorting the truth.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

This proposal seems reasonable BUT it could easily become a way for penalising moral views that go against the prevailing attitudes, which change over
time, Unfortunately popular culture tends to be opposed to Bible teaching on marriage, sexual ethics and identity.

"CONTARY TO PUBLIC OR MORALITY" This is too subjective an assessment.
Those with unpopular but entirely legal views being excluded from nominating officiants.

The test should look carefully on objective criteria, To be aware that they are not making it easy for ILLEGAL ACTIVITY such as terrorism , the violent
overthrow of democracy or anything that undermines the rule of law,

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This seems reasonable.

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Only civil registrars and religious officiants are able to officate at legally valid marriage ceremonies at the moment, 
 
These wedding officiants are highly trained registrars or religious representatives who are likely to have strongly -held beliefs on marriage, IF



INDEPENDENT officiants were allowed this could lead to offciants that have little regard for the sancity of marriage. 
 
Independent "celebrants" can today conduct weddings that are NOT LEGALLY binding, These have included ceremonies in dungeons, in an air balloon.
underwater,. IF INDEPENDANT OFFICIANTS were allowed this would SO so UNDERMIND, DISTORT the picture of the sanctity of marriage in all faiths. 
 
At present there is no financial incentive to officate a wedding, Opening up a market for indpendent officants.; makes wedding vows a commercial
concern. WHICH also goes against the Goverment's Law Commission in2018 to reduce the cost of wedding venues,

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

YES upholding the Government's Law Commission in 2018 to reduce the cost of wedding venues,

Consultation Question 33:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Currently there is no financial incentive to offiicate a wedding, THIS is the honest way forward no one making money on a sacred blessing,

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Other

Please expand on your answer:



That is not a clear question, it gives too much power to the General Register Office, I do not hold with independent Registrars. But the high standards of
the official registrars should be monitored,

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The prescribed words form a foundation for the declarations that are required for a marriage. without these spoken words the wedding ceremony can be
as meaningless as a couple, or offciant chooses, A legal marriage can become no more than just a certificate from the Government.

To have legally recognised wedding where No words are said No promises made means the commitment made in marriage would be tarnished, too too
easy to treat the ceremony casually.

The prescribed words so important yet are a small part of the entire wedding service.It is a tanible HOLY moment when couples promise to honour each
other and promise to care in sickness and in health, in abundance or in poverty.
In public with WORDS means family and Friends with WORDS can congratulate and support the couple down the years. The breath of Life gives as the
ability to speak in our mother tongue and many other languages .

Consultation Question 43:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

If an official officiant, not for profit,

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is not a private affair, Ensuring weddings are open to ANY member of the public not just those personally invited is a way of PROTECTING forced 
marriage and bigamy, 
 
They are wonderful times to share food fellowship. Our daughters wedding in the Uk was blessed in the church and many people came and there was



food for all, When we attend weddings and hear the promises it helps all married couples reflect on their vows and refreshes us on this journey of Love
hope and trust,

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

What safe guards will be put in place to prevent unsuitable venues being used.
Venues should not distract from the solemn occasion of a wedding, a marriage for life, That is the hope that each couple hold,

Unofficial weddings have been conducted in all manner of places BUT the LAW must uphold that legal ceremonies are not permmitted in places that
trivalise marriage.

Please share your views below:

Marriage legally authorised by Law should be in a safe public place that ensures the promise made under oath are honoured, Any thing else makes a
mockery of this estate,

Out door marriages with seating and good sound with a minister conducting the wedding just the same as if within four walls of a church , can be just as
honouring. In hot countries this happens, I have attended a few weddings like this,

But the joy of flowers and music singing and dancing are sometimes easier in a building, Plus lovely food !!!!!

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

NO weddings civil or "religious" weddings are public affairs,

Consultation Question 50:

Other

Other

Other

Please expand on your answer:

ITS the HOLY words and promises that make a marriage holy to God , and legally in the Goverments legal books.

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



That seems to mean another post would be made , along side the training of an official registrar, OR their job expanded to accomodate this, For they
would already have empathy and value marriage, ; So they could be trusted to do this,

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Just care over this. Security so important. In this time it can be comprimised,criminals can gain a foothold , eg false passports, forced marriages,

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

No

Please expand on your answer:

That seems to suggest a marriage of conveinance, to gain a passport to not be a marriage of LOVE,

No

Please expand on your answer:

Cohabitation is not marriage. They have not legally married in a registrar office or a church. Living together for one year or fifty they may be happy and
faithful But they have not married. BUT people have all sorts of hurts in their lives let down, broken marriages abuse etc one parent families So they have
a bleak view on marriage, BUT that is not a reason to disregard the marriage vows, Becoming one Flesh,

Consultation Question 60:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding



Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

IF people are ill in prison or hospital then the wedding should take place where they are. Just as we take the Lord's communion to the bed ridden the
sacrament of marriage , with all the blessings and legal documents can be put into place, right where the couple are,

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

with sensitivity, and this just gives the person honour that their requeust is being reognised.

Consultation Question 64:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I do not agree to remote marriages, Words spoken , vows spoken, but is this where folk who truly love each other just can not be together through no
fault of their own, This is an area I think is very hard to have wisdom , PRAY is needed.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This has been legal for years I think,I

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

So are these safe public places, can they be checked by official registrars or are we in the realm of fantasy again, Really, who is going on a cruise ship to
ensure the venue is up to standard and not overpriced, AND who is footing the bill for this work,

Consultation Question 71:



No

Please expand on your answer:

This is just not right any person could "officiant" and they may not be honourable, YOU can not pick and mix the legal requirments in a marriage service/
ceremony.

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(1) the same fee as other cases in which the registration officer must travel to the person giving notice, set nationally on a cost-recovery basis; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

A very low fee but it ensures that the marriage is honoured and legal and Blessed,

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

A low figure to take in account the position financially of the person , Mercy and using any surplus money or donations in the accounts of the department,

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

I do not think the current law discourages or prevents couples from gettiing married. The expectations that the media promote can make a couple feel
they canot afford to marry, but that is an untruth.

I hope SOME of the proposals will help more couples legally marry, If they are blessed with children this is the place to nurture and care for children, . the
country's next generation, We need to support marriages those with children those who do not have children. Do not make it easier to leave a marriage .

Marriage was given to mankind by God , He made men and women, Not everyone marrys, they are just as precious,

I have been married nearly 43 years, Supported by family, and my church family in the many places my dear husband and I have lived, By the Grace of
God .

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I hope couples can marry in a Holy place, with the parson praying over them with the vows, The legal requirments dealt with at the same time,

I do not think it will encourage weddings if there is a split of the blessing of vows in one place, and then the cost of the legal registration at another place,

BUT there are lovely weddings at a register office I have been to about four, The beauty of the buildings and the care taken by the registrars was most
caring and beautiful,

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

JUST encourage legal marriages with all the hope and dreams Love can bring what ever age,

CELEBRATE joy CARE KINDNESS SHARING ENCOURAGING ANOTHER PERSON TO REACH THIER DREAMS'.

IF you invite the LORD to your marriage HE will be the third cord that helps through the ups and downs,!!!!

Ecclesiastes 4 verse 12 Though one may be overpowered, two can defend themselves. A cord of three strands is not quickly broken.

Consultation Question 87:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:





No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It’s not clear what would happen to churches that didn’t have a minister and/or are very small and would therefore find it impractical or difficult to have
an authorised person.

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:



No

Please expand on your answer:

at the moment there are no financial incentives to officiate a wedding, but if the market were to be opened up for “independent officiants,” this would
lead to wedding vows becoming a commercial concern. In this situation, those independent officiants willing to be most flexible with the requirements,
format and content of the ceremony would be the ones most likely to profit the most; as a result, people would be led to push the boundaries as far as
possible.

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Without the prescribed words, a wedding ceremony can have as little meaning and significance as a couple or officiant chooses.

A couple would be even able to express consent without saying a single word. If there were no required words, the strong message would be that
marriage is only a private affair and that little or no commitment is required.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A legal wedding ceremony should reflect and emphasise the seriousness of the commitment required, both during and after the ceremony. This is FAR
more important than the individual whims and customisation desires of couples and/or officiants.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is not a private affair, it’s also important to society as a whole, for its strengthening.

If weddings are only private, this creates and enables and facilitates the conditions for bigamy, polygamy and forced weddings and forced marriages.
There should be strong protection against forced weddings and forced marriages; ensuring that weddings are open to the public would provide the
necessary protections.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Not enough precise detail to safeguard the dignity and solemnity of weddings. Stricter and more precise details needed on what would and should
constitute legal and safe. Don’t leave this definition up to individual couples and officiants.

Please share your views below:

If a wedding can be conducted in the air, it indicates a far-too-broad definition of a “dignified” wedding!

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Definition of safe and dignified is unclear, therefore open to abuse.

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUD9-G

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Some Churches rely on registrars in order to preform weddings because they do not have there own authorised person, these new laws would only put
churches and other religious organisations at a disadvantage because not all have people who are authorised to conduct these services, not only that but
I don't see what the point of not allowing civil registrars at religious ceremonies is, and what it would do except but religious organisations at a
disadvantage I don't see any other purpose to it or any advantage.

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

There is an obvious difference between those who hold unpopular beliefs and those who honestly and sincerely seek to undermine the law and commit
illegal activity such as officiating bigamous marriages or those who fund illegal activity, to these be excluded I have no objection.

The law is supposed to protect people of all beliefs, excluding, marginalising, or seeking to undermine groups that have beliefs and opinions at variance
with "public morality" in what is suppose to be a free democratic country is hypocritical and is a slippery slope toward the ideals of fascism or
communism where individuality is not allowed and people who practise it get punished. In the words of Abraham Lincoln when speaking out against
inequality of the black man in America during the time of slavery.

"When it comes to this I should prefer emigrating to some country where they make no pretense of loving liberty – to Russia, for instance, where
despotism can be taken pure, and without the base alloy of hypocrisy.”

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a serious matter that requires proper consideration from both parties, authorising independent officiants will create a Las Vegas like problem
where people can get married there and then with no prior thought, intoxicated people, people doing things on a whim, the courts undoubtedly will see a
surge in unnecessary divorces seeing more people have to part with money, and possessions and whatever else. Marriage should not be something
considered by society as so base and undignified which this inevitably will

"Independent officiants (known as ‘celebrants’)
can currently conduct weddings that are not
legally binding. These have included ceremonies
underwater, in a sadomasochism dungeon, at a
comic book convention with a couple dressed as
fictional characters, and at a ruined leper hospital
on Hallowe’en.1
Another involved a couple dressed
as hedgehogs. Such ceremonies could be legally
binding if independent officiants were allowed,
undermining the dignity of marriage."

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No



Please expand on your answer:

Did not have time

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

I am a private individual.

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response
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What is your email address?

Email:
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Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
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Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

I am happy for anyone to know my personal thoughts on this subject.

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I have been married to one woman, my wife for over 51 years.

No

Please expand on your answer:

When my wife and I married we fully understood that marriage was between a man and a woman for life. We have two children (aged 50 and 48) and a
wonderful granddaughter (6). Our family is very precious and we believe that real marriage has enhanced our family life. We believe we are reaping the
rewards of remaining in our lifelong commitment.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

See above.

No

Please expand on your answer:



Because ours was, at the time, a legally recognised marriage, which we undertook of our own free will. It was simple in those days. You were either
married or unmarried.

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

There were no legal barriers to prevent our marriage.

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

I have no experience of weddings during the pandemic.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I believe that weddings should be public and witnessed by people who are acquainted with the couple getting married where possible.

Consultation Question 5:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There is a danger that there could be ulterior motives for going through a wedding
ceremony. Any relaxation of current procedures could lead to a watering down of the solemn nature of the wedding ceremony.

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

I firmly believe that to ease the procedures for a wedding and make the marriage ceremony a more casual matter would be to the detriment of the
institution of marriage.
Marriage should be made harder not easier.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Someone with experience and professionalism, i.e. a minister or registrar, should interview the couple to determine whether they are marrying for the
right reasons (lifelong commitment to each other). How can such an official person gain a fair and proper view of the couple by remote means?

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

I have to accept that some people would have difficulties presenting themselves to an official in England or Wales. There are responsible people in foreign
embassies or on ships at sea who could conduct the necessary interviews.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I have no objection to notices of marriage being posted on the internet or elsewhere as long as it is done so that the notice is accessible to as many
people as possible.

Consultation Question 10:

No

Please expand on your answer:



A lot can happen in a year but I am not able to suggest time limit for validity.

Consultation Question 11:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The parties to the marriage should have no ultimate say in who should officiate at their wedding although reasonable requests should be cosidered.

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Needs must.

Please share your views below:

I see no reason why another officiant should not be appointed provided that person is properly trained for the job.

Consultation Question 13:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I would like to see banns published as close to the place where the wedding is to take place, and close to the place of residence of each party to the
wedding.

Consultation Question 14:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Banns should be published where the greatest number of people can see them.

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Banns should be published in Anglican churches within walking distance of the places of residence of the couple and the churches in which the ceremony
is going to take place.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

This sounds very reasonable to me.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Both should be required to attend and make declarations.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

1. Anglican ministers should be recognised as people with the responsibility to decide who they marry.
2. Civil preliminaries should precede those weddings taking place in circumstances where the Church of England has no authority.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Enough said.

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Where the minister/vicar is not available for any reason I see no objection to a registration officer being present at the ceremony to ensure that legal
requirements are adhered to.

Consultation Question 21:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Two heads are better than one.

Consultation Question 22:

No

Please expand on your answer:

They should be properly trained and authorised as competent to conduct weddings.

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

See previous answers. I would consider that a strip club or gambling club would not be a suitable organisation. The churches of England or Wales would
be suitable organisations.

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The organisation should at the very least acknowledge some form of higher authority to whom they are ultimately responsible.

Please share your views below:

There should be a list of those non-religious organisations not considered suitable.

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The organisation should be vetted to ensure that the members have an understanding of the seriousness and solemnity of marriage.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

The aims of any organisation conducting marriages should be in accordance with public policy and morality.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

It depends how those officiants are appointed.

Consultation Question 28:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Totally agree.

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No problems with that.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It might be difficult to establish who is a fit and proper person of course.

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

These requirements should be essential if current rules are to be relaxed.

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Weddings and the requirements society places on them are expensive enough. Apart from claiming reasonable expenses officiants should make money
out of their role.

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Strict limits should be imposed.

Consultation Question 34:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I'm not quite sure what this question is driving at.

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Dignity and solemnity are paramount.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Make sure that weddings do not become wild and woolly.

Consultation Question 37:



No

Please expand on your answer:

The primary responsibility should lie with The General Register Office.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please see previous answer.

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Enough said.

Consultation Question 40:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Familiarity breeds contempt so I would like to see regular if not frequent checks on all officiants.

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

One would have to ask what officiants were hiding if they did not agree to continuing professional development.

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

From what I can remember my wife and I went through all of this when we married. 'If it ain't broke why try to mend it.'

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is far too woolly.

Consultation Question 44:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The form of the wedding ceremony should include a basic minimum form of words. Religious organisations should be free to anything they consider
integral to their beliefs provided those things don't contradict anything in the official ceremony.

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Nothing to add.



Please share your views below:

I don't know what content might be included so I am not able to give an answer to this.

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I see no problem with a religious service taking place after a civil wedding ceremony as long as it does not contradict the aims of that ceremony.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Weddings should be public so that anybody attending can remind the couple of their vows in later years.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I hope this is a joke. Some people would love to be able to say that they got married in a public lavatory!

Please share your views below:

I would be happy for weddings to be conducted in a public building large enough to accommodate anyone who wanted to witness them. Church buildings
are ideal but I respect the views of those who might not wish to get married in a church. In that case a registry office has worked for many years. Why on
earth should we change a system which has a good track record.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See my answers above please.

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is a badly worded question e.g. how can organisations officiate at weddings? I think my previous answers should tell you what I think

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The Officers at the General Register Office should decide whether a location should be approved. At the very least that organisation should issue
guidance and monitor where weddings are being conducted.

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As long as officiants are properly trained and monitored.



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

See above.

Consultation Question 53:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There should be a mandatory approval process.

Please share your views below:

Pre-approval should be given by The General Register office through local registrars.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I do agree wholeheartedly that those details should be included on a wedding certificate.
In these days of gender reassignment and same sex marriage I wonder how we are going to define the terms 'Mother', 'Father' and 'parent'. There are
those who like to trace their ancestry to ascertain who they are and where they originate. That is going to be difficult if we adopt a free and easy or please
yourself approach to marriage.

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As long as marriages are registered in a known language I see no problem.

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Enough said.

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Exceptions could be included in legislation to allow weddings to take place in those places with rules about solemnity, dignity and safety. I think there
could be problems with allowing small children into a prison or hospital.

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Leave things as they are.

Consultation Question 65:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I would need more time to think of any implications of these proposals

Other

Please expand on your answer:

See above.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Two doctors should agree that the person unlikely to recover.

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This should be allowed if the persons getting married are prepared to stay at sea for the rest of their lives.

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is not a 'cruise' by any stretch of the imagination. I wonder if the venue should better reflect life's realities.

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

In view of my previous answer I wonder if weddings should be allowed on a "dirty British Coaster with a Salt Caked smoke stack"

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is such a long and wearisome consultation that I wonder if it would be better to leave things as they are. I would love to know where the appetite for
change really comes from.

Consultation Question 72:

No

Please expand on your answer:

What's wrong with getting married on land? If you can't wait to marry until after your ship docks I seriously doubt whether you're ready for marriage in
the first place. Marriage takes a lot of patience and staying power!

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



When I go on my next cruise I sincerely hope that nobody wants to get married. I would be a lot happier if the crew got on with the business of keeping
me afloat and the passengers were more intent on enjoying the scenery.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

All sea going marriages should be void in my opinion for the reasons stated above.

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

I don't think being in international waters for your wedding is a good idea. I would prefer some sort of ship if only for safety reasons.

Consultation Question 74:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I think that the schedule should be sealed in a bottle and thrown overboard in the hope
that it is washed up before I decide to marry someone else in a peddalo on my local boating lake!

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I am sorry. I don't think about money after Horlicks time.

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

See above.

Consultation Question 77:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

See above.

Consultation Question 78:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Same applies.

Consultation Question 79:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I reserve my right to silence.

Consultation Question 80:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No comment.



Consultation Question 81:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

It's really getting late now.

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

This is abuse of an old man!

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

The Police aren't allowed to question a murderer for this length of time.

Consultation Question 84:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Okay. I dun it Guv.

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

1. The current law should be left alone. Marriages are full of discouragement so why should we be making weddings easy. Marriages are for life with all of
its ups and downs.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Charge couples top wack. It will prepare them for paying the rent on their first bed sit.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No comment. It is getting near my bed time!

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

I am getting very tired now. I wasn't tired when I started this but that was a long time ago.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

See above. I am running out of views now and the will to carry on.

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No thoughts. Working for a Local Authority is tough. I speak as one who knows and I have a lovely wife who took the flack for many years.



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

no thoughts.

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Why am I living in such a complicated world?

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Why am I living?

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

It is now question 90. There seems to be no end in view. It reminds me of something...
MARRIAGE!!!

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Oh dear! We are all at sea again.

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

I am sorry. I don't know.
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

There needs to be a reasonable check on this: i) marriage should not be a spur of the moment decision like buying a TV, and even something like that has
a 14 day cooling off period to ensure that you didn't make a mistake, and 2) there needs to be som
e possibility for the relevent authority to verify things. If 14 days is the consumer protection perido there woudl seem tobe some logic to this period.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

This would seem to be sensible to be left as is.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

There is no logic to change this.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This requires a certain minimum standard to be adhered to, it woudl not be appropriate fopr an organisation to nominate anybody without any thought.

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is one definition only, and not a very good one. Needs more thought.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Far too vague, needs more thought.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Again far too vague, needs more thought.



Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Too vague and open to abuse on either side, needs more thought.

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This seems to have no coherent basis for who could do this.

Consultation Question 30:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

There needs to be some guidance - what are the criteria, what is the basis for all this. It's all far too vague and ill concieved. What are the elements reuired
(as referenced further below) and who determines them.

Consultation Question 31:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Needs more thought, ill conveived and vague.

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Need to determine what the criteria for all this is first, again it's all far too ill concieved and badly thought out.

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is still too vague and open to wrong and weak interpretation.

Consultation Question 36:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Open to abuse and misinterpretation and partisan views.



Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

No

Please expand on your answer:

What on earth would CPD mean in this context? What technical innovations occur in acting as a registrant? This woudl appear to be meaningless
regulation.

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is a major departure from marriage vows as at present, which traditionally recognise that it is a covenant between 2 parties before a 3rd party. This
requires a legal form of declaration to affirm this. It needs to be done publically, hence orally, unless there is a medical reason to prevent it.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There appears to be no reason why the core event shoul dn ot be according to a prescribed legal form to remind the couple that this is a serios legal
commitment which they are committing to. There is a risk of trivialising the core element.

Consultation Question 44:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This needs more detail to answer properly - appears to be lacking in thought as to the potential risks either way.

Consultation Question 45:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Why would you want religious elements in a civil ceremony - makes no sense. It woudl run the risk of becominy meaningless in its context and insulting to
those who sincerely hold such views.

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Public access should continue be available since 1) it is a public commitment, and 2) it is a safeguard.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It runs the risk of trivialising it.

Please share your views below:

The actual ceremony should be conducted in a suitable location, the reception can be conducted at whatever venue anyone likes so why is there a need
to change this? It runs teh risk of trivialising a serious legal commitment.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Open access to a public event is necessary for safeguarding and becuase it is a public commitment.

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration



Consultation Question 54:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Surely there should be other reasons - for example already being married?

No

Please expand on your answer:

Those checks are there for a reason, why should they be removed?

Consultation Question 58:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Surely other reasons too?

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If you don't consent then siurely 3 years is enough time to state this?

Consultation Question 61:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(1) the same fee as other cases in which the registration officer must travel to the person giving notice, set nationally on a cost-recovery basis; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

These are the wrong questions- surely marriage is about commitment and therefore the law should be encouraging couples to think seriously about this
such that their marriages endure. There is no point having more marriages if there is an increase in divorces equal to it. There is a vast weath of data that
shows that marriage is good for society, but marriage that endures. To achieve this couples need to be aware of what they are doing and the long term
commitment involved.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUSP-P

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-03 21:07:42

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No



Please expand on your answer:

Unless it is expanded to 30 days or 6 months.

Consultation Question 5:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The notice should be given PRIOR to the marriage. How else are problems to be detected?

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

30 days to 6 months sound much better. It is a serious commitment - 7 days is at the threshold where it appears frivolous.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

In-person interviews must be compulsory. It is far better to detect a 'potential' ofrced marriage or sham marriage, than an actual one. Preventing a
problem is better.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

This should be scrapped, as there is far too much scope for fraud - an endless expansion of specified countries and exempt groups for one spurious
reason or another.

Consultation Question 9:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Unsure, but it must be in addition to the existing provision.

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, but subject to the same requirements as the main officiant.

Please share your views below:

No, there has to be a hierarchy of officiants, denoting level of experience, etc.

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes, to detect potential forced or sham marriages.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes, why ever not?

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Like it or not, this is still a Christian country.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is still a Christian country.

Consultation Question 21:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Two or more reduces the risk of a sham marriage. It is more difficult to coerce multiple registration officers.

Consultation Question 22:

No

Please expand on your answer:

What is the purpose of a vicar?

Consultation Question 23:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Hell, why not let anyone officiate - the more the merrier? A Christian society should determine whether those officiating over weddings of other religious
denominations are of suitable standing in society, as a whole, and not simply 'the community'.

Consultation Question 24:



No

Please expand on your answer:

A cohesive society requires all to submit to the same very basic moral standards. Hippy-dippy, mumbo-jumbo shouldn't have any place in a marriage
ceremony.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Nominate for wider scrutiny or simply to go through the motions? Could 'furtherance of their beliefs' and 'sincerely held belief about marriage' be any
vaguer?

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

No. A subtle way for a government to push its political agenda. Who defines the 'unlawful' practices? What proof would be required to demonstrate the
practices' harm the institution of marriage? Public policy changes all the time - marriage is for life. Who defines public morality - the BBC?

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

No, officiating at a wedding should require a certain level of skill and, therefore, require each officiant to 'pass a test', making them a named individual on
a register.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Publicly available.

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Apply and be subject to public scrutiny.

Consultation Question 30:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The state and, therefore, the public have a duty and right to determine those deemed suitable to conduct a wedding ceremony. It's curious how these
proposals aim to remove the state from playing any role in a wedding.

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Alongside, a more general scrutiny of the person and his/her views of marriage, etc.

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:



No

Please expand on your answer:

This will, without doubt, make ceremonies a money-grubbing affair.

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The state and, therefore, the public, must have the final say and/or only say.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The scrapping of both the prescribed words and necessity to be present at the ceremony strikes at the heart of the institution of marriage. It is almost as 
if it is by design. 
 
The current words of consent to marriage offer wide scope for personalisation, as millions have demonstrated, and suit the purpose of marriage, as 
supported by the over-whelming majority of the public. It doesn't say much for the severity of the occasion and the supposed life-long commitment, that 
the Law Commission deems even these to be a burden. 
 
Every effort must be made to ensure both parties wish to be married; requiring a statement that nothing can impede the ceremony and repeating it



throughout the ceremony gives ample opportunity for one or both parties to change their minds. Better no marriage than a doomed one. 
 
Change for changes' sake is a fools errand and will lead to a very public demeaning of the ceremony. This coarsening will be easily attributable to these
proposed changes.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The dignity of marriage must always be paramount and always dictate the manifestation of the ceremony. Marriage binds-together not just the couple,
but civil society - ceremonies shouldn't ever mock the public's support for it. This is another 'solution' in search of a problem.

Consultation Question 44:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

These may be the civilised religions and those that form the backbone of Western society, but I'm always wary of where religion can take us. On the other
hand, I don't want the state to have the ultimate power to say 'no'.

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Forced marriage is a growing problem in this country, with the affected groups showing little sign of abandoning the practice. Given the government has
every intention of massively increasing the numbers of people in these demographics and the government's preference for blanket, UK-population-wide
legislation to mask all politically-inconvenient problems, abandoning one of the few existing protections for the victims of this crime is a disgrace. We
should be on the side of the victims and not the criminals. These groups need more scrutiny, not less.

Maintaining the public nature of marriage ceremonies protects everyone involved and is an incredibly cheap way of promoting an institution that is vastly
beneficial to all of society - the married and un-married.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

All venues should survive wider public scrutiny and not disgrace the institution of marriage. The government has a duty to protect people from
themselves - why increase the state in areas that are trivial, but abandon the state's role where it is the most important?

in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Marriage is a public affair and should not be transformed in to a secretive one - stripping potential forced-marriage victims of their last appeal for help.

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It must be in consultation with wider authorities. A few days or weeks of deliberation won't prevent a couple from marrying.

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Who determines the definition of these vague terms? A marriage, usually months or years in the making, can wait a short while for a proper assessment
of the proposed venue and ceremony.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, though it will be the details that matter.

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, to guide the couples to preferred, 'dignified' venues.

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

So long as 'parent' is scrapped.

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It isn't much of an imposition to sign an official paper register, at a designated venue. It also provides another safeguard against coerced marriages.



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUDA-R

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-03 21:10:37

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

 (Celebrancy Business)

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Other (please state)

If other, please state::
Both, I am answering taking into account my personal opinions and views, as well as my opinions from a professional perspective.

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I'm not married.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:



As a Celebrant during the COVID-19 pandemic, I noticed that many couples, I'd say 90% of bookings chose to reschedule or cancel their weddings. Some
rescheduled their weddings more than once, due to reoccuring changes to whether venues could be open or not, and wedding size allowances.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I agree partly due to how difficult it is for couples to do this, who temporarily live and work abroad, but choose to get married "at home" in England or
Wales, often due to wanting to get married with their family and friends.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

I think this is a good idea. This would be beneficial for a variety of people's circumstances including those with mobility issues.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Yes I think it should continue to be possible.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

I agree with this.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I think whilst this may be good for Humanists, Pagans and other groups will be excluded.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I think this is useful for couple's knowledge and choice, as well as regulatory purposes.

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I agree with this, as many couples hold a mixture of beliefs which can differ from each other. Couples being able to have a ceremony which is meaningful
to them and not restricted in any way by the "organisation" the "officiant" belongs too, should be priority.

I have performed many weddings for couples, drawing on the things which matter most to them, and so the ceremony is often a hybrid and reflection of
who they are as a couple.

Lots of couples have said that they wished they could have the legal part of the marriage combined with the ceremony, and enquired as to if and when
Independent Celebrants will be authorised to do this.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I agree with this. Having been an "Authorised person" for a church previously, I received some training from the local registry office, which ensured I knew
how to officiate the legal part of my role.

Consultation Question 32:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I think both are important and that organisations - religious or not - should set their own fees. For some organisations, money brought in from weddings
goes on to support the organisation and wider local community.

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 36:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I agree with this in terms of guidance on the legal aspects of the wedding. However, there is such variety in the ways that couples wish to express their
commitment and love for each other through their wedding ceremony, that a "one size fits all" guidance may only serve to stifle what the wedding reform
is trying to do - to allow couples more choice.

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I think that this is helpful in maintaining an acceptable standard of professionalism and competency across the board. Independent celebrancy is not
regulated and the different levels of training and standards are currently very wide ranging.

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I think that professional development is very important in helping officiants in maintaining the ability to provide a good level of service to couples,
improving one's skills and competencies, and keeping abreast of any changes, especially regarding legal aspects of weddings (if this were to become the
case)

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Other

Other

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I don't agree that it should be law to prevent non-religious belief weddings taking place in religious venues or vice-versa. I think that this should be for the
religious organisations or non-religious belief organisations to decide.

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

I agree very much. At present the information for the Marriage Register only requests the father's name and occupation. This is sexist and an expression
of an outdated view about the lack of value towards of women.

Families are complex, and I've experienced people being upset that their mum couldn't be included, when it was her who raised them and their father
was not a part of their life.
And I think this relates to an idea that it should be made clear that the details of "mother" only, "father" only or "parent" only can be given, as some
people have been brought up by 1 person, not 2.

I also think the addition of the identity of "Parent" is very good. Some people are brought up by people other than their biological birth parents and thus
consider those who raised them to be their parent. It's also beneficial in the fast changing societal attitudes towards gender identity, and "same-sex"
parents.

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

I think in line with giving couples choice, and being fair, then this would be something that should be available to couples who want it.

Consultation Question 74:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Maybe have a longer time limit for those whose weddings are in international waters, so maybe 1 month. And also having the option for couples to return
the schedule electronically in some form within that time, so it doesn't just have to be given in person.

Often with people when there's no time limit to do something, it gets pushed to the bottom of the to-do list, and forgotten.

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I think that when someone is housebound the fees should be at a reduced rate. If a person is detained, I think that the fees should be the same as for the
registration officer to officiate at any other wedding outside the register office.

Consultation Question 83:



(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I think that there should be a set standard fee, which is the same nation wide.

Just as when couples currently "give notice" if one partner's information is straight forward, and the others needs more looking into, they're still charged
the same amount - (£35 or £47 - if overseas) regardless of the ease or cost of the process.

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

n/a (responding in a personal capacity)

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

My wife were married in a registry office 19 years ago.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:



Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If I've interpreted this correctly, this means that it is entirely at the officiant's discretion as to whether a marriage ceremony is dignified and solemn. This
raises all sort of potential issues, and possible legal battles as to whether a marriage ceremony was valid as the officiant failed to uphold the 'dignity and
solemnity of marriage'.

Ideally, this proposal should be rejected. If it is not, then there should be a rigorous definition of 'dignity and solemnity', with several relevant examples
that can provide guidance.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Given the importance of marriage in society, there should be some sort of formal guidance.

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There should be some institution that has overall authority in this area, and the General Register Office would be the best institution to perform that role.

Consultation Question 39:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There should be some institution that has overall authority in this area, and the General Register Office would be the best institution to perform that role.

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It seems that a marriage could take place without either party being present at the marriage ceremony. In my view this dilutes the seriousness of the
ceremony. Both parties should be present.

Public declarations are, for me, a key component of a marriage ceremony. Therefore, those getting married should be '........ required to express that
there is no impediment to their marrying each other ......'

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Given the importance and status of marriage in society, I think there should be some ground rules as regards 'form and ceremony'.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Given that forced marriage is, regrettably, a problem in our society, maintaining an 'open doors' policy will help is addressing this problem.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Given the seriousness of a marriage ceremony, I believe that there must be some criteria as to where ceremonies can take place and this criteria should
be provided by the General Register Office.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The officiant should decide whether the location for the wedding should be approved WITHIN GUIDELINES PROVIDED BY THE GENERAL REGISTER OFFICE.

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

A qualified 'yes'. There should be formal guidance available to officiants as to what is 'safe and dignified', and this guidance should be provided by the
General Register Office. Otherwise, one could end top with officiants 'doing their own thing' which might diminish the seriousness of the marriage
ceremony.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This would seem to address my above concern.

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUJ4-H

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-03 21:22:16

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

My nephew was due to marry his Australian bride, here in the Uk , with her family present too. With encouragement and support from both sides, they
had a small wedding in Australia instead. We felt this was important - the commitment of marriage has nothing to do with a big family gathering. We
attended by ‘zoom’ and although his mother was sad not to be there in person, it reminded a lot of the family that the vow - the promise- is the important
element and even covid couldn’t stop that.



Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I appreciate that some laws are needed to prevent forced or bogus marriages but don’t know enough to comment on this aspect.

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes- this would help to check it is a genuine wish by both parties to get married.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

As above

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Many churches, including my own, don’t perform enough weddings to justify having their own registrar. The church wedding would lose some of its
meaning if there had to be a separate civil service. Having trained registrars who can be present at ceremonies within their area makes financial sense
and ensures all are legally correct.

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Makes legalising other weddings financially and practically more difficult.... a step backwards.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It’s worked well for years so there seems no reason to change this.

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It makes good sense and allows the church wedding to be complete spiritually and legally.

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Increasingly, free speech, or expressing a minority view, leads to labels of hate or bigotry. So I would be very wary of the last phrase : ‘promotes
purposes.... morality’ as far too vague and open to misinterpretation.
There would need to be clear and objective criteria that undermine the law.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Wedding officiants need to uphold the standard of a wedding being a serious vow and commitment. Whilst some may choose unusual places and have
unusual ideas about a ceremony, these should be treated in a different way. If those who preside at these events are given the same status, marriage will
be undermined, and the seriousness of the undertaking ( particularly for children of the marriage) will be devalued.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There must be clear criteria for what is ‘fit and proper’ if the dignity of marriage is to upheld.

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

A business approach makes marriage a business!

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There should be a standard fee to avoid competition and selling which would devalue the marriage ceremony.

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Absolutely! Like many jobs - nurse, teacher - it has a personal aspect to it which sits at the heart of the role. This should be one of the most important
days of a couple’s lives, and needs to be handled accordingly.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

All of us need guidance in our jobs.

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Line management is the way of the working world....

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Anyone who fails to meet the standards for a job or position has to face consequences.

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Accountability

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Having a set vow confirms an overall standard of what is expected and promised. For a marriage to be meaningful, there needs to a verbal commitment.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If there is no clear standard, then it becomes difficult to see how it can be legally binding.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Groups have their own special customs and rituals which are meaningful to their followers.



Consultation Question 45:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

As someone with religious beliefs, I would like to recognise the ceremony as religious first and foremost, with the civil ceremony secondary as a legal
requirement.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A wedding is important to society as a whole as a model for family life. Closed doors would support forced marriages and bigamist for example.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage needs dignity. Unofficial weddings have been conducted in places that do not support a safe and dignified environment and without safeguards,
choosing unsuitable venues would be likely.

Please share your views below:

As above

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Too subjective.

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Agree to 1 and 2 but don’t feel parents’ occupations needed.

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding



Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YU77-1

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-03 21:25:57

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Many churches rely on civil registrars to register weddings, as they do not have their own authorised person (maybe because their church/place of
worship is very small or does not have a minister - or equivalent - etc. ) who would know the legal requirements. I believe that up to 50% of places of
worship registered for weddings do not have a person authorised to conduct weddings.

Couples who decide to marry in a church/place of worship would then need also to have a civil ceremony separate to their church wedding or appoint an
authorised person.

Some places of worship might unintentionally fall foul of weddings law.

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

I believe that “contrary to public policy or morality” is too subjective and wishy washy an assessment. It would risk those with unpopular but entirely legal
views being excluded
from nominating officiants.

The test should focus on objective criteria such as promoting purposes that are illegal
or supporting illegal activity (such as terrorism), that advocate the violent overthrow of democracy, or that undermine the rule of law.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Currently, wedding officiants are either highly trained registrars or religious representatives who are likely to have strongly-held beliefs on marriage.
Allowing independent officiants (who currently can conduct weddings that are not legally binding) would open the door to those who may not place such
a high value on marriage.

Currently there is no financial incentive to officiate a wedding. Opening up a market for independent officiants makes wedding vows a commercial
concern.

A recent study found that most independent celebrants would give couples very little restriction in what they could include in their ceremony. Surely this
could undermine the seriousness of a wedding, and it is unclear what safeguards or training would be in place.

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is founded on solemn promises and commitments made between two parties. Under these proposals it would be possible to have a legally
recognised wedding in which no words were said between the couple, let alone promises of any kind. It would become very casual and potentially
flippant.

Permitting a completely 'DIY/personalised' wedding ceremony without any legally-required words would send the message that marriage is an entirely
private matter when it should also be a public one.



Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I believe it is far more important that a legal wedding ceremony reflects the seriousness and dignity of the commitment the parties are making than that
it being personalised to the couple.

(Non-legally binding ceremonies can already be as personalised/humorous/'flippant' as people want. There are numerous examples of these!

A requirement for officiants to ensure that the ceremony does not undermine the dignity and solemnity of marriage is too subjective/wishy washy. It will
not
prevent couples finding an officiant to agree to almost any wishes in the name of commercialisation.

A couple might end up mixing together different elements from faith ceremonies inappropriately, which could be highly offensive to people of those
faiths.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The ‘open doors’ requirement is a valuable part of wedding day celebrations. Marriage is for the good of society and is not a private affair of interest only
to the couple

Keeping them open to all members of the public protects against forced marriage and bigamy.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Whilst there are advantages in this proposal, there is a concern that inappropriate venues could be used. How will the seriousness and dignity of wedding
ceremonies be upheld? "Safe" and "dignified" can be hugely differently interpreted and applied. Settings such as, for example, a comic book convention
where a couple dressed as fictional characters trivialise the solemnity of marriage.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered



Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUST-T

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-03 21:37:05

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Please keep this reponse anonymous

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Officiants should have a responsibility to uphold the dignity and solemnity of marriage, but the duty is not theirs alone - it extends to the content of the
ceremony and the tone.
In addition, "dignity" and "solemnity" have not been properly defined anywhere. A further question in this consultation provides an example of a
ceremony being held in the air - which implies a very low standard that would need to be met

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There is no attendance requirement within the above, thereby enabling marriages to occur remotely so long as the schedule has been signed.
Furthermore, removing a requirement for specific, prescribed words would enable couples to marry without saying anything at all, which is totally at odds
with the public declarations that have historically been considered a foundation of marriage ceremonies. This in turn would undermine the idea of a
wedding ceremony being solemn and dignified. In addition, whilst there are currently prescribed words, couples are permitted to add to them, which
allows for significant flexibility in how weddings are conducted.
In requiring specific words to be used, this ensures that couples have stated their understanding of what they are agreeing to, and places all marriages on
the same foundation.
Finally, whilst weddings are a celebration for the couple, they are also a public, legal declaration to society. There is therefore a legal and societal interest
in this public declaration, and how the declaration is made.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As stated above, weddings are expected to solemn and dignified. This therefore has an impact on the form of the ceremon
However, I am fully in favour of wedding receptions (as opposed to ceremonies) taking whatever form the couple desires!

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Weddings are a public declaration to the law and to society about the couple being married. An open door requirement reinforces this, and should be
maintained.
Furthermore, permitting marriage to occur behind closed doors is removing a protection against forced marriage, which the UK has stated itself to be
against. In order to be consistent with its opposition to forced marriage, the open door requirement should be kept.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Marriage is intended to be a life-long, serious arrangement, where two people commit to each other. The venue should complement this, rather than
trivialise. Whilst I can see the benefits of widening the range of venues allowed, but this does not imply that any venue is allowed. If any venue is allowed,
then completely inapporiate venues are permitted.
For example, "anywhere" could include fast food outlets, which are not consistent with the serious nature of the ceremony
However, I am fully in favour of wedding receptions being wherever couples desire!

Please share your views below:

None of the above are suitable for a wedding ceremony. A wedding reception could be held wherever couples desired.
In fact, most of these - especially private homes - would increase the risk of forced marriages.

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Granting the officiant complete permission to determine which location is appropriate for the wedding removes the potential for oversight, and leaves
the "safe" and "dignified" requirements open to vast interpretation.

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Officiants should ensure that the wedding location is both safe and dignified, but there is insufficient detail on what is meant by safe and dignified.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As stated above, officiants should ensure that the wedding location is both safe and dignified, but there is insufficient detail on what is meant by safe and
dignified.

Consultation Question 53:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This question is poorly worded and poorly defined - please clarify what this means

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

The experience of Covid weddings was strangely beneficial as it boiled down the wedding day to the heart of the matter; vows exchanged and a covenant
entered into.



Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage and its preliminaries are not a paper exercise. From the outset we should look for a physical commitment to commence the notice period by at
least 1 of the couple.

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

No a face to face interview must take place and should involve both members of the couple. Physical presence is essential and allows the picking up of
verbal and non verbal responses amongst other things

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Yes allow this to continue

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

An updated means of allowing the old banns system to come back into play more effectively

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

NO i PREFER THE EXISTING SYSTEM OF BANNS IN UP TO 3 PLACES where relevant. (pse excuse caps!)

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

1. Yes I think should be continued
2. They should meet couple before but not necessarily sepately

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes attend and declare

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

a huge list! sports clubs, leisure clubs, gyms, star trek societies, jedis etc etc



Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Hmmm? Looks an obvious yes if we are talking about the main purpose of an organisation eg ISIS establishing a caliphate by means of Jihad. But what
about the anglican church whose main purpose is the conversion of England but may not support same sex unions? Whilst that is not their purpose could
it be used as a reason to prevent religious organisations officiating at weddings between a man and a woman because public opinion polls of our national
morailty suggest a majority are infavour of same sex unions. This must not be used to stifle free speech within the contraints of the law

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Yes that seems reasonable provided their organisation selects and trains people of such an office as a matter of course.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is critical that weddings do not descend to the lowest reality tv show level. There is need to be much tighter guidelines on what is meant by dignity and 
solemnity. Whether officiants need tighter criteria before they are allowed to officiate or much clearer prohibitions of what is beyond D & S are provided. 
Our society, saturated as it is by social media, reality tv, selfie obsessions will quickly take advantage of any liberalising tendencies on the Law



Commissions part. Marriage will itself be trivialised if the wedding day resembles a gameshow.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

see answer to Q35 please

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Strongly disagree. Marriage is a big deal not just for the couple but for the rest of society. The consent must reflect the seriousness of this. Diluting the
words will be a disaster. the idea that you could sign up to this at a time different to the actual ceremony sounds bizarre. Why on earth would you not
make a firm commitment in the servcie before family and friends and members of the public possibly? No Impdeiments shiould be be confirmed orally.
Consent should be oral if the person has the capability of speech. A nod and a wink is NOT enough! 2. yes sending details of cremenoies and consent
clauses should be mandatory.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

NO - it will be a race to the bottom for taste and banality. Marriage is a public institution not just a couple thing. It is possible to tailor a ceremony and
make it personal without gutting the ceremeony of the heavy commitmnt and big oaths and promises being made to each other in the presence of others

Consultation Question 44:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not sure, seems a bit unfair that they too dont submit their liturgies and consent clauses as others should.

Consultation Question 45:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

prayers, scripture readings, religious hymns and songs,

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a societal thing. Although the Beckhams and Madonnas of this world dont want this we should make the statement that it is a part of our
national life and subject to our laws and therefore the doors remain open

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Strongly disagree. There is a real danger of crazy venues being chosen which will diminish the seriousness of the marriage and the wedding day. The
venues could also be inaccessible.

I have had expereince of black majority churches not being allowed to hold a wedding in their normal meeting place eg school or public hall, and think
this would be one area of liberalisation that would be acceptable.

on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

in the air? what is this some kind of millionaires stunt? this one suggestin suggests the potential triviality of the venues detracting form the message of
the ceremony. Where is the resonace between a whacky venue and the solemn life long promises of a wedding service?

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

No

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

see comment above about black churches meeting in halls.

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

N.O, they will be susceptible to persuausion and payment. much tighter control is needed

Consultation Question 52:



No

Please expand on your answer:

NO, they will be susceptible to persuausion and payment. much tighter control is needed to ensure the momentous nature of marriage/wedding day is
set in the right context

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The Register Office should have a list of approved venues, anything else will see a drift to the banal

Consultation Question 53:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not optional, it is a must!

Please share your views below:

Register Office guided by parliamentary wisdom.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

1. yes

2 & 3 No

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Other

Please expand on your answer:



Not sure what this is about. Consummation? Oh no I forgot there is no such thing now?

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No. Remote is not a marriage, covid or no covid

No

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Cannot think I have any evidence that it is the law that prevents/discourages people from getting married and therefore that proposals would lead to an
increase

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

Family life and the place marriage plays in it are the key building block in any society. Where they breakdown the costs are huge though it is not
fashionable to even try to assess these. They will impact many of the symptoms and problems a society will experience if one determindely presses to
find root causes to these symptoms/problems. Any attempt to strengthen marriage and therefore family life is to be applauded. Though not quite as
important would be any attempts to increase the numbers of people who choose to marry, given the huge evidence of better outcomes for those who
marry and any children they may have. These proposals and the questions about them seem to suggest they will encourage more to marry. I am not sure
if they will. What they could do is trivialise the importance of marriage and make the wedding day seem like a couple- centred themed expereince. This is
a dilution and is different to marriage as I understand it. ANYTHING that weakens or diminishes marraige, or people's perceptions of it, carries a heavy
cost to society. I am not able to calculate what these costs are.
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It can be inconvenient to register in, for example, your home area if you are studying or working away from the area where you are planning for your
wedding to take place. Provided the process is adequate with sufficient checks in place, I see no reason why pre-marriage formalities could not be
conducted through any Office.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Seems a sensible and practical change.

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

A marriage is - or should be - a solemn contract not entered into unadvisedly or lightly. There is great risk in making marriage too easy or spontaneous. I
would prefer a minimum period of at least 14 days. Time for reflection on such choices is never time wasted. However, there should be the opportunity
for Registrars to issue special permission for marriages to take place in a shorter period, for example in the case of terminal illness or other critical
events.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

There is risk here if interviews are conducted online. The Registrar or other official is not able to see who is 'off camera', and therefore not able to ensure
that the interviewee is not acting under coercion. If marriage partners are serious about their intention to marry, it is not unreasonable to expect them to
make some effort to comply with legal requirements. Marriage is - or should be - a serious contract. It has social implications, and it should not reduced
to the status of an online shop.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

With appropriate safeguards, yes.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Online in addition to the current requirements.

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes, and the same should apply for all weddings. This is a very sensible safeguard.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This change would penalise smaller places of worship, of whatever faith, who for whatever reason do not have or are unable to have an appointed
person. If such places are able to conduct weddings at present, that freedom must continue and not be curtailed by changing the law to prevent a
Registrar from attending.

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Some things don't change, and one of them is the importance of marriage to the stability and prosperity of society. Your proposal to exclude
organisations that "...promote purposes that are ... contrary to public policy or morality" sounds dangerously subjective. That could mean one thing
today, and another tomorrow, and ignores the permanent necessity for society to recognise the importance of marriage to its survival. This proposal
therefore has the potential to exclude organisations, religious or otherwise, who believe in and promote the essential nature of marriage if at a given time
their views are not politically and socially fashionable. Organisations which promote unlawful activity, eg terrorism, should be excluded, but not those
who promote a consistent message but which at the time is simply at variance with contemporary fashion.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

What is the reason for allowing independent officiants? Marriage is a solemn contract, and should be recognised as such in law by requiring that those
who officiate at weddings are suitably qualified and authorised. The appointment of independent officiants runs the risk of people entering the 'market'
for financial or other gain, of weddings becoming more characterised by entertainment and unusual features - great for publicity perhaps, but at great
risk of demeaning its importance. Safeguards need to be in place to ensure weddings do not become mere entertainment.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

These comment beg the question as to how the Government views marriage. The proposal seems to suggest the Government is viewing the role of the 
Registrar (and the Office of the Registrar General) as nothing more than certifying a marriage which, these proposals suggest, can include or not include 
pretty much anything. Our society needs more than this! Government has a duty to act for the good of the whole of society, and marriage is a 
fundamental and irreplaceable foundation for social stability and the procreating and bringing up of children. Any changes which Government makes 
must strengthen, not weaken, the status of marriage and the responsibility which lies with both parties to not only make a serious commitment to each 
other, but to make every effort to keep it. 
 
A marriage is not just a celebration, though it should clearly be that, it is a public contract with implications for the whole of society. The vows, which 
should be taken publicly, should be comprehensive and must include statements and promises which cover i) the suitability of both parties to enter into 
the contract and ii) a strong commitment by each party to the other. I am not an Anglican, but in my view there is little to argue with in the contemporary 
wording in the Anglican Marriage Service. This is too serious a matter to play around with flouncy language and frivolity, no matter how entertaining it 
may be. 
 
We must look beyond the marriage itself to the society in which marriages take place, My great concern is that the changes which Government may make 
will serve further to diminish the importance and status of marriage in our society. Yes, social norms have changed massively over the past fifty years, but 
not always for the better. Over the past half century, society has diminished the value of marriage, and successive Governments have encouraged this 
fiscally and through easier divorce laws. We are now paying the cost of downgrading and cheapening our attitude to marriage. It is no longer seen as a 
serious and enduring contract, with a greater and greater proportion of our children being brought up by other than both biological parents. The cost to 
the public purse of marriage and family breakdown is in excess of a staggering £50 billion per annum! We all have a duty to our society to uphold the 
essential nature of marriage but Government must play its part. Do politicians and civil servants still not understand that if you dig away the foundations 
of the house it will eventually collapse? 
 
There is a risk that we end up legalising anything anybody wants without subjecting their demands to any objective assessment of the morality or social



impact of their demands. We have become a society marked by self-indulgence not self-control, and such ‘liberty’ does not serve us well.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

My answer to Q42 also refers.

Whilst it is understandable that there will be differences between weddings conducted by different faiths or in a civil setting, Government must uphold
core standards which should be common to all ceremonies. These should ensure that marriage is not entered into lightly or inadvisedly, and that the
ceremony itself (ie the legal vows) is conducted in a respectful and sober way which emphasises the serious nature of the relationship being entered into
- the seriousness not only for the couple but for society as a whole.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Prayer, reading from the Bible or other religious book, as a minimum.

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I can think of no good reason to repeal this. Why can a couple who, for perhaps logistical reasons, have a civil wedding ceremony cannot subsequently
have a religious service? I have friends who did exactly that (for reasons which I can't now remember - it may have been connected to the groom being in
the Navy). There was a very valid reason why they needed to be legally married by a certain date, but at the time of planning their wedding they were
unaware of the issue. It would have been hugely expensive and inconvenient to change the date of their planned wedding, so they had a civil marriage
one week before their originally planned date, but had what they considered to be their wedding day one week later as planned. In fact, my own parents
in 1950 were legally married at a Registry Office on the morning of their wedding day because for reasons I don't know (obviously I wasn't there at the
time!) it was not possible to arrange the legal ceremony to take place in their church.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A marriage is - and I hope always will be - a legal contract. Courts are open to the public, and there is no reason for the solemnisation of a marriage not to
be similarly treated. As previously stated, a marriage is not a private matter, it has benefits for the whole of society and should therefore be legally public.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Allowing a marriage to take place 'anywhere' has the potential to reduce the occasion to mere entertainment rather than the solemn (though of course
always happy and enjoyable) occasion which it should be. Government must not make it easy to diminish the status of marriage. See my earlier answers.

on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

No



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Government must go further, and put in place clear guidance about venues which are suitable - and are not suitable - for hosting such an important
occasion.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I suggest 'guidance' is too weak a word in this context. See my previous answer.

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:



1 - I agree - but only if the mistakes are minor (eg spellings)
2 - Disagree - witnesses add to the importance of the occasion and emphasise the legal character of the marriage, and removing them would diminish
that.
3 - Disagree - there is every good reason for requiring documentation to be provided and to be correct

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I disagree because this looks like permission would be granted for 'marriages of convenience'.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUSD-A

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-03 21:52:31

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

n/a

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Many churches do not have an authorised person available and need a civil registrar to attend. It would mean that couples have to have two ceremonies -
one in church and another at the Registry office - cumbersome!

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There would be no way of ensuring that independently proposed individuals hold a high and correctly understood view of the importance of marriage.
This IS currently ensured by having only well-trained Registrars and Clergy.

Consultation Question 30:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The motives of non-religious organisations may not concur with those of the legal framework for marriage.

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The organisation may not be able to do this independently.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The prescribed words should be retained as the construct of "marriage" so it is clear what both parties are agreeing to as a "marriage".

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The seriousness of the covenant of marriage should not be allowed to be undermined by commercialism or frivolous beliefs.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Open doors protects against bigamy or forced marriage.

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This would penalise the disabled.

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:



(2) there should be no fee.

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YFKW-6

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-03 21:53:23

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

n/a

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Married in church

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

A lifelong commitment

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

n/a

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

none



Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

none

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is an important action. This requirement seems wise to me. It could be extended to Scotland and Northern Ireland.

Consultation Question 5:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Attending in person does confer commitment. Perhaps a derogation only during the pandemic.

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

Other than very unusual circumstances desperate speed in getting married is unwise.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

An in-person interview is not an inconvenience, shows commitment and does help to weed out sham marriages, which could otherwise be masked.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

no opinion

Consultation Question 9:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Is a public notice on-line readily spotted by all interested parties?

Consultation Question 10:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

no strong opinion

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

OK

Consultation Question 12:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

OK

Please share your views below:

no strong opinon

Consultation Question 13:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I don't know the full implications.

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

no longer relevant

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

The wise publication of banns seems good.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Definitely both

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised

Thus, no, a church wedding does not require and additional civil preliminaries

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

20 members is far too small to be a recognised organisation

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Yes, but we don't want to get to the Socialist type state which declares all religion unlawful

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

No, give authority to named individuals.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Most important

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I'd have said yes, but the organisation also requires vetting

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Confirm suitability after a span of time

Consultation Question 41:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

And consummated

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:



The wording of marriage commitment needs to remain .

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Saying a prayer, reading a scripture and acknowledging God should be allowed

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Why?

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A wedding is a public statement.
There will, however, be some security situations to be addressed for celebrities &c.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Many locations would downgrade the solemn commitment that is being undertaken

Please share your views below:

All locations require to be public accessible and dignified.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a public declaration

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:



For the reasons previously given

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Religious authorities must be allow to refuse same sex marriage when that contradicts its convictions

No

Please expand on your answer:

These checks need to be correct

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Cohabitation does not seal a marriage, sexual union does

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

marriage is by an official ceremony, not by cohabitation

Consultation Question 60:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

no problems provided that genuine consent is given by both parties and both parties are under no pressure.
In the case of mental illness, other family members (&c.) need to confirm

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

don't know

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

don't know

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

No

Consultation Question 71:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

n/a

Consultation Question 72:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

n/a

Other

Please expand on your answer:

n/a

Other

Please expand on your answer:

n/a

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

N/a. Weddings need to be where people can in general congregate rather than be excluded by being on a boat

Consultation Question 74:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

n/a

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

no extera fee

Consultation Question 77:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(2) there should be no fee.

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Neither discourage planning to get married

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUS5-U

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-03 21:54:25

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

No

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I am a widow but I had both a civil and church ceremony as no one at my church could legally marry us at the time.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

So we needed two ceremonies which was more difficult. It would have been better to have a registra at the church.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Two ceremonies as explained above but the church one was very important to me and my husband because we are making our vows before God.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No as with civil ceremony it was legal.

Consultation Question 2:



Please share your views below:

It would have been better to be able to have a registra witness and authorise our wedding at the same time as our church service. We didn’t get married
in a Cof E church but the regular place thatcour church meetings were held

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I think it is safer for people to be known and resident where they get married to help prevent forced marraiges.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

I think it would be better to be in person as it is more likely to give someone opportunity to say if it is a forced marraige.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes because a forced marraige could be identified

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes this seems wise to clarify the authenticity of the marraige

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Yes because this is preferable for couples who wish to have a Christian ceremony and not a separate and second ceremony to legalise their marriage
before God.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This would make it very difficult for a wedding to take place at my church. Many churches like ours do not have their own authorised person or minister.
The law commission aims to ensure that ‘the ceremony that is meaningful to the couple should be recognised by law’. This would mean that Christians
cannot hold a marriage ceremony that is meaningful to them before God that is legal. Your consultation states that round half the places of worship do
not have an authorised person. There is a danger that some churches will fall outside the law not having an authorised person.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Other



Please expand on your answer:

I need more information about this

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

I think that ‘contrary to public policy or morality’ is too subjective a standard. It would risk those with unpopular views being excluded from nominating
officiants. Objective criteria should be used such as excluding those who promote or support illegal activity, eg terrorism or advocate the violent
overthrow of democracy or undermine the rule of law.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Currently wedding officiants are highly trained with most likely strong held beliefs as to the value of marriage. Independent officiants may not hold such
high value to marriage. Some of these currently officiating at non legal ceremonies hold them in ways that undermine the dignity of marriage such as
those underwater, dressed as fictional characters, or dressed as hedgehogs etc. If couples disagree with standard religious beliefs they could conduct
pseudo religious ceremonies misrepresenting that religions beliefs in for example same sex marriage or a mixture of beliefs from more than one religion
distorting the picture of all the faiths involved.
Officiatingvat wedfings does not currently have financial incentive. If it became commercial those most looking for profit would be willing to be most
flexible on the type of ceremonies. This would not reduce the cost of wedding venues given as a stated aim in the Law commission of 2018

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes but that does not impinge or contradict their religious beliefs

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The marriage Act 1949 sets out specific language to be used by couples to declare they are free to marry and express consent. These are known as the
‘prescribed words’. These words form a foundation for the marraige. Without these the ceremony can be as meaningless as the officiant There are
solemn promises included in this . These proposals would make if possible to have no words or promises said at all. The commitment of Marriage must
be taken seriously. Without the prescribed words it would be easy to make it a casual ceremony. The prescribed words form only a small part of the
ceremony with extreme flexibility. Without them the message sent implies that marraige is an entirely private and subjective matter.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is very important that a legal wedding ceremony reflects the seriousness of the commitment of the couple rather than personalising it Merely asking
officiants not to undermine the dignity of marriage is too subjective. Couples could find one to agree to outlandish wishes. It will also encourage
commercialisation and profiteering. Also allowing inappropriate ceremonies combining different faiths and parodying them which could be highly
offensive to those faiths.

Consultation Question 44:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The open doors requirement is valuable showing that marriage is important to society as a whole not just to the couple themselves. This also protects
against forced marraige and bigamy

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

There can be advantages for churches who do not own their premises or who worship in shared buildings. However there are serious concerns. If
unregistered buildings can be used what safeguards will their be to prevent unsuitable premises being used that degrade the dignity of marriage. What
does dignified and safe as stated in the consultation specifically mean? How will it be tested? Unofficial weddings have been conducted underwater or in
character costumes trivialising marriage. The law must not allow such venues to host legally binding ceremonies.

Please share your views below:

Please see what I have written in the above question

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Other

Please expand on your answer:

This could be helpful but would need to be very clear otherwise it would be too subjective

Consultation Question 53:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Witnesses and signatures are extremely important

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

But other factors should also be considered

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



If you are forced into a marriage you may not be able to get out of it that quickly

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Too open to abuse and misuse or forced marriage

No

Please expand on your answer:

Too open to abuse and misuse or forced marriage

No

Please expand on your answer:

Too open to abuse and misuse or forced marriage

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

They should give both. Too open to abuse and misuse or forced marriage

Consultation Question 72:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Too open to abuse and misuse or forced marriage

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(2) there should be no fee.

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUS4-T

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-03 21:59:40

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

none

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

These are serious undertaking and need proper and mature consideration by both parties.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

We need measures to protect parties from arranged marriages which are against the wishes of the parties concerned or coercion to marry

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Private interviews free from any possibility of coercion by a third party should be the norm.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is most important that both parties to a marriage should be present at their marriage ceremony. A written exchange of documents in my view is not
sufficient safeguard.
The event should be a solemn undertaking not trivial and 'fun' per se as it is an act with far reaching consequences to society as a whole if the marriage
comes apart at a later date. This is particularly so when children are involved which as a primary school teacher I have seen ( heart-breakingly) far too
often.
The words that need to be included during the ceremony should be prescribed.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

In my view, this gives the couples the notion that they alone are the parties involved and to be considered in their marriage. This is clearly not the case
when you merely consider the state support given to single parent families. The state needs to support and reinforce family life to encourage stable
long-term relationships. Getting it started well with proper safeguards and a sense of the importance and dignity of the state of marriage is of great
importance.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Again, marriage is a matter which goes beyond the parties themselves and their kith and kin. Preventing others from witnessing this marriage ceremony
gives the lie to this.

Chapter 7: Location



Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The marriage ceremony venue needs to reflect its serious nature and appropriate venues types defined .

Please share your views below:

The marriage ceremony venue needs to reflect its serious nature and appropriate venues types defined . It has absolutely nothing to do with other
passions or sports or pastimes the couple themselves engage in.

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

No

Please expand on your answer:

How is Safe and Dignified defined? It would be only too easy for individual officiants to be persuaded into totally inappropriate choices.

The marriage ceremony venue needs to reflect its serious nature and appropriate venues types defined .

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUSA-7

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-03 22:00:12

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Officiants' responsibilities should explicitly cover that the whole ceremony should uphold the dignity and solemnity of marriage

Consultation Question 36:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Prescribed words in the present arrangements amount to only a few sentences and so are not an onerous imposition on a wedding ceremony. Marriage
is an institution which is common across society, so it is right that it contains common and unchanging elements even though other details may change
and emphasis in particular religious traditions may lie in other places.

It is fitting that there is verbal expression of what the wedding represents, so both expressing consent and asserting being free to marry should be
retained as prescribed wording, even if paperwork filled in beforehand has already indicated freedom to marry.

In particular it should be required that each party consents orally. Consent to marry is an absolutely fundamental part of the ceremony and there is not a
good reason to remove expression of this from the cermony itself, particularly not across the board (the reasons given in the consultation document for
prescribed wording not being appropriate all refer to particular religious groups). Making oral consent a part of the ceremony constitutes some
protection against a sham or forced marriage.

The consultation raises the question of wording "wife" and "husband" in the prescribed wording being problematic: adding "spouse" as an additional
option resolves this problem.

Consultation Question 43:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:



Other

Please expand on your answer:

It is important to safeguard the distinctiveness of religious services. "Identifiable" as a civil ceremony seems too weak a safeguard and is also extremely
ill-defined.

The argument in the consultation (6.78, 6.79) of original intention of law in this area is not very relevant since the intention is to reform the law: we should
have a law which is now appropriate; if the change from the original intention to a different later intention is sensible then we should retain the later
intention.

Please share your views below:

This would be preferable to allowing any religious content at all in civil ceremonies subject only to the requirement that it be 'identifiable' as a civil
ceremony.

It is not appropriate for the state to be prescribing forms of religious content allowed; it would only make sense for the relevant body representing that
religion to authorise specific religious content for use in civil ceremonies.

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The arguments in favour of this in the consultation document are weak.

The ceremony acts out what is happening in the forming of the marriage. Marriage is a public declaration. It is fitting that anyone has the opportunity to
object on the day, even if there has been opportunity to do this previously.

The absence of instances of actual objections halting marriages is not evidence that the open-doors policy has no value: deterrent effect to going ahead
with a wedding which one party knew to be invalid may be significant. Likewise, removing the open doors feature would increase the danger of this.

Fear of abusive former partners turning up at the ceremony and causing trouble is listed in the consultation but this appears to be an incoherent
objection. An abusive former partner could turn up at any point before or after the wedding in any case; legal avenues to restrain this already exist.

The lack of uniformity in some weddings having an open doors policy and some not is just as much an argument that all weddings should have an open
doors policy.

The limitation on potential venues as a result of an open-doors policy is a sensible limitation because of the importance of the open doors policy.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

Neither inland waters or in the air seems to be consistent with maintaining an open doors approach to the ceremonies. Likewise private homes if the
intention is to exclude the public from attending.
Presumably in the air means in a plane or possibly hot-air balloon but as well as not being very 'public' these seem quite gimmicky and it is difficult to see
how they would be compatible with maintaining dignity and solemnity of the ceremony.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Should be publicly accessible for the purposes of attending the ceremony, even if not so at other times, so as to enable open-doors access to the
ceremony

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Other

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Should maintain distinction between different sorts of ceremony.

However, certain venues might be "mixed use", such as halls which are hired out to different groups at different times. For example a hall might be hired
out to a "non-religious belief" group for the majority of the time even though its underlying purpose is not stated as such. In cases like that, then both
"non-religous belief" groups and other groups should not be restricted from using it for weddings.

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Providing guidance will help to promote a fairly uniform approach to which locations are permitted. Upholding the solemnity and dignity of the wedding
ceremony should be a key element in this guidance, as well as whether it is safe.

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This seems a sensible way to minimise bureaucracy.

Please share your views below:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YU12-P

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-03 22:05:33

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Where a couple reside is irrelevant to making vows to each other.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Online makes it easier.

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Anything to stop sham or forced marriages is good.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Yes notice should be possible in these circumstance.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

So others can see and, if necessary, provide information that might bring to light a sham marriage.

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

What other weddings are there?

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:



No, because public policy changes all the time and is not necessarily correct.
Secular morality changes all the time too, and is not always right.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, although the dignity and solemnity should be defined more accurately as one person's opinion could be vastly different from another person's.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Both parties should be required to attend in person to uphold the sanctity and seriousness of marriage. Simply signing a form when not attending is not
enough.
Expressing consent needs to be backed up with vows that carry conditions if not upheld.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A marriage is not just about the 2 people involved, it also involved the wider community. The seriousness and solemnity of the occasion needs to be
reflected in the form and ceremony.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A marriage is not just a personal event, but involves the wider community and should not take place within closed doors. This would potentially increase
forces marriages.

Chapter 7: Location



Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Weddings should not be permitted to take place in any location that undermines the seriousness and dignity of the occasion, e.g.
- a public toilet
- a fast food restaurant
- a rubbish tip

Please share your views below:

Outdoors is fine, but on the ground rather than in the air.
Private homes as long as it's not 'closed doors' to the community.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Locations should be publicly accessible.

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The officiant might make a bad decision. It has to be decided by a larger group.

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes but by who's definition of "safe" and "dignified"?

An officiant may have a vastly different idea compared to the wider community of what these terms mean. There needs to be more clarity in how they are
defined.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

People who believe in the sanctity of marriage as defined by the One who created marriage, the Almighty God. His instructions which he gave mankind in
the bible contain all we need to know in how to pre-approve such a process. Knowing the importance that God imposes on marriage is key in deciding
how it should work.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A marriage needs witnesses.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

A presumption is not actuality. There needs to be a public making of vows between the future husband and wife, in the presence of witnesses.

Consultation Question 60:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 64:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The name of the officiant should not be withheld.

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 74:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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N/A

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Consultation Question 2:



Please share your views below:

N/A

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

We organise weddings in a historic barn. We are licensed for civil ceremonies. However, we only had one wedding in 2020: a Covid ceremony for six
guests (the wedding was originally planned for 150) and there could be no reception. We were fully compliant with screening, social distancing, handling
of the ring, in fact everything, and we feel that even during the most stringent lockdown we could have provided a beautiful and entirely safe wedding for
limited numbers.
All our other weddings were postponed to 2021 except for one. This one wedding took place in a church: all Covid guidelines were presumably followed
there. The couple wanted 150 guests but were allowed 30. After the church ceremony, instead of coming to our venue for the reception as originally
planned, the couple cancelled, because we would have limited them to 30 guests and observed guidelines. The couple hired a marquee and had the large
reception they wanted in a parent’s garden. We have since learned from a number of our suppliers that they supplied many weddings in the summer of
2020 for 150+ people in private gardens. These were illegal and our suppliers said that there was no social distancing and that no protective measures of
any kind were taken.

So this is what we learnt from Covid:
a. We can carry out appropriate risk assessments, hold safe ceremonies and, if allowed, safe receptions even in the face of very severe restrictions.
b. Covid regulations will not (we hope) always be in force but certain health and safety regulations should always be observed where large numbers of
people gather. Our experience this summer was that, outside of official venues like ours where health and safety is part of our protocol, people pay scant
regard to health, safety or the law at their weddings.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This doesn’t affect venues but we agree to this simplification of the process.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

No views

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

We do not think interviews should be remote except in cases of disability etc. This is not just to prevent fraud. As a venue, we have noticed how often
couples can and do get carried away by their wedding celebration planning and forget the significance of the ceremony. An authority which takes the
trouble to interview face to face is an authority which is reminding couples of the importance placed by the state on the step they are about to take.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

No views

Consultation Question 9:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

We go to considerable lengths to protect the privacy of anyone who books a wedding at our venue and we are required to state this on our website. So 
publishing their names and perhaps even more information online feels odd and a bit uncomfortable. You have not said how long this information will



remain publicly available: will it be removed after the wedding? Will literally anyone, anywhere in the world, have access to it or should interested parties
have to make some sort of application before obtaining it? Is an option to this very great and dubious visibility for venues to display the names of those
who are marrying for x amount of time before the wedding?

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

A 12-month schedule is fine, you state that the venue must be named at this point – presumably this can be amended?

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

See below.

Please share your views below:

Substitution can surely be acceptable in any circumstances, if the substitute is officially recognised.

Consultation Question 13:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

We support universal civil preliminaries. The CofE or any church should place whatever religious structure they wish onto this basic state foundation.

Consultation Question 14:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No view

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

No view

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

No view

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

No view

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:

We support universal civil preliminaries.



Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Strongly disagree. Why is there such a need to differentiate between religious and civil ceremonies? We were scheduled to hold a Hindu wedding this
year: the civil ceremony was to be at 1000am after which the guests returned to their hotels to change while we built a Hindu temple in our barns. At
1500, the Hindu priest was due to arrive and the Hindu ceremony was to follow. Although the registrars knew what was planned in the afternoon, no
evidence of the later religious service could be visible onsite while they were there. Why is there such a fear of state encountering religion?

All ceremonies must be recognised by the state and we think there should be an officiant – ie a registrar and not someone nominated by a religious or
non-religious organisation - present at every ceremony. The degree of religiosity is then a matter for the couple – their beliefs and/or the demands of
their church. They can choose who conducts their ceremony and how religious it is – as long as a separate state officiant is present, paid for by the
couple. Accepting officiants from a wide range of religions and semi-religions and non-religious beliefs, from Hindu to Jedi to Humanist, is a recipe for
chaos. Let couples have the ceremony they want as long as a registrar/state non-religious officiant is present. This would come as a great relief to venues,
who are going to have to deal with the chaos of so many celebrants and priests doing things in so many different and perhaps incomplete ways: we’d
prefer to know that there’s a registrar/non-religious state officiant on the site who is going to see that the couple is actually married.

Consultation Question 21:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

When an officiant is also conducting the ceremony, there should be two of them ie two registrars. They each have their roles. When a registrar is present
but someone else eg a priest or celebrant is conducting the ceremony, only one is needed.

Consultation Question 22:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There should be a registrar/ non-religious civil officiant present at even Anglican weddings. Even Sikh weddings. Even humanist weddings. We realise this
would be considered revolutionary by various churches but it is in the interests of equality if applied across every faith, belief, interest group etc.

Consultation Question 23:

No

Please expand on your answer:

What a minefield. It will never, ever be possible to apply this without accusations of discrimination by minority groups/religions etc. Far, far simpler to
have a registrar/ non-religious state officiant at every wedding and let fringe groups define themselves and carry out their ceremonies as they like.

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A further minefield, more danger of discrimination.

Please share your views below:

No view.

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Strongly disagree for the reasons above. It does not feel good to think that the state will regard as legally binding vows devised by a group of twenty
mates who meet most Saturday nights (the law will have to define “regularly”) to play poker and who claim to most sincerely believe that poker playing is
a religion and deserves its own wedding. This proposal is far too open to ridicule and abuse.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

This simply proves the whole idea as unworkable. Of course no one wants this but it will be hard to define a law which stops it if Questions 22 – 25 are
acceptable.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

No.

Consultation Question 28:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Don’t have religious officiants at all, always have a registrar/state non-religious officant present, let the religious leader do the ceremony.

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

No

Please expand on your answer:

These loose and subjective definitions open the door to prejudice, discrimination, cultural clashes and abuse of the system.

Consultation Question 31:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The idea that some officiants can profit from weddings and some can’t is ludicrous. They can be priests or celebrants and charge the couple whatever
they like. Couples should in addition pay a flat fee for the attendance of a registrar/non-religious state officiant.

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See answer above.

Consultation Question 34:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Imposing restrictions on particular officiants is not a good idea - see above.

Consultation Question 35:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Since we believe that ALL officiants should be employees of the state and NOT nominees of religions and interest groups, we would expect no less.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

We assume this already happens.

Consultation Question 37:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This reveals the minefield. It is not necessary to negotiate it at all.

Consultation Question 38:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See above: our view is that all officiants should be employees of the state so this shouldn't be an issue.

Consultation Question 39:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See above - our view is that all officiants should be employees of the state.

Consultation Question 40:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

See above - our view is that all officiants should be employees of the state.

Consultation Question 41:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

See above - our view is that all officiants should be employees of the state.

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No religion has the right to say that it does not “recognise” the words of the state in a marriage ceremony. Religions must recognise that they live in a
state. Since we’d prefer a registrar/non-religious state officiant at every ceremony, religious or otherwise, we’d also prefer a few words from the state.
These don’t have to be loud, public words. They don’t have to be long. They might take place quietly when the couple sign the schedule or they might be
incorporated into the public ceremony. Having a hundred different ways of giving consent in many languages means that it is too easy for this important
issue to be fudged. Once these words have been said and the schedule signed, then the couple is legally married.

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Yes – the ceremony should be according the wishes of the couple and their celebrant/priest etc but always and indiscriminately with the addition of those
very few words from the state.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Strongly agree. There should be no special rules for anyone.

Consultation Question 45:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Having a registrar/non-religious state officiant present at every ceremony would remove the need for definitions of “religion”. There is no need to define a
ceremony as “religious” or “state” and the fears expressed that couples will steal words from a (or perhaps more than one!) religious ceremony for use in
a secular ceremony, like the fears expressed by the Anglican church of “competition”, smack of self-interest. If you want marriage ceremonies to be
meaningful for all couples then let them have as much or as little religion as they like. “Religious” or “state” marriage definitions feel historic. As long as a
registrar/non-religious state officiant is present to hear the final words of consent, uttered public or privately at the ceremony and watch them sign the
schedule, the religious content can be as much and as mixed as the couple and their celebrant agree.

Please share your views below:

See above: our view is that the distinction between "state" and "religious" ceremonies is not useful.

Consultation Question 46:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No views.

Consultation Question 47:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Agreed. It’s bad news for screenwriters, though.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

We do not agree that weddings should take place just anywhere. We are a licensed venue and the licensing process taught us a lot about how to hold this
sort of event here efficiently and safely. For the other events we hold in the historic barns, no similar level of safety is required and were it not for the
licensing process and consequent involvement of the fire officer etc we would probably be seating large numbers of wedding guests in an ancient
wooden structure rather unsafely. This must be even more true of other places, particularly if they host one-off weddings – falling down ruins, ancient
castles with shaky ramparts, clifftops. No health and safety inspection will have taken place in any such location. You are proposing devolving
responsibility for inspecting premises to the religious and non-religious officiants you are planning to appoint: this is not an appropriate responsibility to
give them. We believe that the state should ensure the health and safety of wedding guests by inspecting the premises where the ceremony will take
place and licensing that place. But we do think the kind of places receiving a licence should broaden.
Please note our discovery during Covid: as a venue we did risk assessments and went to great lengths to ensure that we could hold weddings and
receptions safely. Only to find that people were avoiding the rules by holding large scale weddings in their own gardens with no regard for safety at all.
Our experience when we were a DIY wedding venue, before we were licensed and therefore safety standards were imposed, was similar. Couples had no
interest in either the preservation of our historic buildings or the safety of their guests: they were generally obsessed with decorating the barns as they
saw fit and if that meant climbing up on 10m high beams or cutting chunks of ancient oak out for their decorations or blocking a fire exit, they were
happy to do any of those things.
The current charges to become a licensed venue are extremely high in our area: we have various barns and rooms and want to offer couples flexibility.
We are prepared to continue paying these charges but think they should be much lower to increase the accessibility to a license for smaller, occasional,
one-off and more unusual venues.

in private homes.



Please share your views below:

Outdoors: agree

Lakes and rivers: agree

In the air: agree

In private homes: disagree. There is a contradiction between your proposal to publish the couple’s names on the internet and your proposal to allow
them to marry at home. Marriage is a public event and a public declaration. Own-home weddings, with the isolation that implies, do not conform to this
spirit. You say: “we have not heard of any problems arising from these weddings” but this simply sounds culturally naïve. You are most unlikely to have
encountered problems arising in a hidden, closed world where some participants, usually women, have no voice for you to hear. Weddings should bring
the families and couples out and into the safety of daylight.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

For the reason given above.

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

No

Please expand on your answer:

1. It should be possible to hold a civil ceremony in a religious place but it is most unlikely the religion would allow this and it is probably not a matter for
the law.
2. It should certainly be possible for religious ceremonies to take place anywhere.
3. This is also not a matter for the law: the religious place can make its own rules.

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See answers to question 48.

Consultation Question 52:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is not for the officiants to decide, it is for experts in health and safety from the council to decide. It is not true that every place a couple will want to
marry falls under one of the pre-existing laws which protect safety.

No

Please expand on your answer:

The concept of dignity is entirely subjective and will give rise to many claims of discrimination.

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It should not be optional. Every venue should be inspected by experts from the local authority. Every venue should have a risk assessment. Some venues
should have inspection reports which the local authority accepts are valid for a few years.

Please share your views below:

It should not be optional. Every venue should be inspected by experts from the local authority. Every venue should have a risk assessment. Some venues
should have inspection reports which the local authority accepts are valid for a few years.



Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Agree but feel putting parents’ occupations will not always been acceptable. At one of our weddings, the bride’s father had not been seen for many years
and was not permitted to attend. Why would this stranger’s occupation be named on her wedding certificate? If her stepfather had brought her up and
taken responsibility for her she would have wanted him named as stepfather on the certificate. So “person with parental responsibility” would be better.
Also, there can no longer be any assumption of one mother and one father, there are now often two mothers or two fathers and some people have been
brought up by three people and it is not for the registrars to adopt a policy based on biology when the family may not accept.

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Agree but think the electronic system should work in parallel to a paper system: we have witnessed how important it is for couples to be seen (and
photographed!) signing their names in a large book. Whenever we tell couples that this book will soon be replaced by an iPad, their faces fall.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No view

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No view

Consultation Question 58:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No view

Consultation Question 59:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No view

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No view

Consultation Question 60:

Other

Please expand on your answer:



No view

Consultation Question 61:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No view

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

No view

Consultation Question 63:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No view

Consultation Question 64:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See answers to questions in previous sections.

Consultation Question 65:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No view.

Consultation Question 66:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No view.

Consultation Question 67:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No view.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No view.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No view.

Consultation Question 68:

Other



Please expand on your answer:

No view.

Consultation Question 69:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No view.

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

No view.

Consultation Question 71:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No view.

Consultation Question 72:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No view.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No view.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No view.

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

No view.

Consultation Question 74:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No view.

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No view.

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

No view.

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No view.

Consultation Question 79:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No view

Consultation Question 81:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No view.

Consultation Question 82:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No view.

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

No view.

Consultation Question 84:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No view.

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

To reiterate the views expressed earlier: as a wedding venue that has adhered to all health and safety regulations, completed risk assessments and 
followed all government rules about making weddings Covid-safe, we do not believe that weddings should be allowed to happen just anywhere. Not only



would it undermine the government's Covid guidelines, but it also undermines the considerable work venues do to make sure they can provide safe,
beautiful weddings for their customers.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

All views expressed in earlier sections.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

All views expressed earlier.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

All views expressed earlier.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

All views expressed earlier.

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

All views expressed earlier.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

All views expressed earlier.

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

All views expressed earlier.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No views.

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

All views expressed earlier.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

All views expressed earlier.

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

All views expressed earlier.
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What is the name of your organisation?
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Personal response
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If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

I acted as verger to 2 church of England weddings during lockdown. It was sad that only a few people could be present.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

to protect forced marriages

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

I think all interviews should be in person.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Continue with this

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:



disagree, should also be announced in the parish where the persons resided previously

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

I agree

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

I agree

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

I agree



Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

i disagree

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Should also involve an outside recognized body

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

There should be an independent standard to be followed. What constitutes dignity and solemnity could vary widely between officiants.

Consultation Question 36:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Guidance is just that. Would officiants be able to decide not to follow guidance? Would it be legally binding?

Consultation Question 37:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Needs to be an independent body



Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I think there should be a time limit and then they have to reapply.

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Doe this mean that someone could sign the consent and not be present at the ceremony? Open to abuse.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This could open the door to all sorts of weird and wacky ceremonies which would not reflect the solemnity and seriousness of the institution of marriage.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If a religious service is desired it should be a religious wedding, if they do not meet the requirements for a religious wedding then it should be a civil
wedding. No mixing of the 2.

Please share your views below:

I disagree

Consultation Question 46:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No



Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is not a private affair. Society has a vested interest in it, it is a public declaration.

IF private, could be open to abuse, eg forced marriage.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Could be some weird and wacky venues that do not reflect the seriousness and solemnity of marriage.

Please share your views below:

They must be in a dignified setting where the public can access.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As above. It is a public declaration, whether civil or religious service, the public should not be excluded.

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There needs to be some external standard that has been set and needs to be met.

Consultation Question 52:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It should not be left to the officiant, again one's definition of what is a safe and dignified setting may vary enormously. There would need to be strong
definition of these terms and safeguards introduced so that we do not have inappropriate settings used.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, you can provide advice but it needs to be legally binding. Advice can be rejected.

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

General Register office

Chapter 12: Fees



Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(2) there should be no fee.

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The need to be present in a certain location for an extended period of time fails to take into the account the globalised world in which we live today. With
a greater movement of people, it is not unusual for the couple to live in different districts, work in different cities to where they live and indeed perhaps
live in different countries to their intended spouse. The latter in particular makes it significantly onerous on the couple seeking to marry. The need for
notice and its underlying goals need to be carefully balanced with the reality of modern living and the proposed abolition of the 7 days of residence prior
to notice is an appropriate reform.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It is important to retain a part of the process which requires an in-person interview or other presence, to ensure that consent to the marriage is given
freely, especially where vulnerable individuals are concerned. Enabling online or postal notice would help to facilitate a speedier process and may enable
more people to engage with legally binding ceremonies of marriage as they would become more accessible by reducing the time commitment and
making the process less cumbersome.

Consultation Question 6:

three days;

Please expand on your answer:

A shorter time period will enable the interview to form a part of the wedding process. My research in this area within Muslim communities in particular
suggests that a lot of time is spent on planning the religious ceremony and subsequent wedding celebrations (R.C. Akhtar, 'Unregistered Muslim
Marriages: An Emerging Culture of Celebrating Rites and Compromising Rights', in R Probert, J Miles and P Mody (2015) Marriage Rites and Rights, Hart
Publishing, Oxford). As a result, any separate processes which require advance planning tend to be forgotten.
A lot of time is also expended on the celebrations themselves, often with events and parties taking place over several days. Once these are concluded,
couples often do not make time for another time consuming process. Therefore, enabling an online process with closer time proximity between the
interview and the wedding would result in a more streamlined process being possible where the religious and civil ceremonies can occur in close
succession.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

The risk of a two-tier system arises where some people are expected to participate in in-person interviews while others are not. This also raises questions
about indirect discrimination at multiple levels, (as understood in accordance with the Equality Act 2010).
For example, sham weddings may be more of a concern within some communities and groups in England and Wales. Therefore, this will result in some
communities being disproportionately required to attend interviews. This brings with it an added cost (time, travel, parking) which others would no longer
be required to expend. This adds a potential layer of indirect discrimination for those who are on lower incomes or refugees, etc.
In light of these potential, inadvertent yet highly probable outcomes; requiring an in person interview for everyone would be preferable.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

I see no reason to limit this, in order to help future proof any new legislation in light of patterns of movement.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The notion of notices of marriage being posted in a physical place assumes that it is a place that is of relevance to communities, which is clearly no longer
the case. Moving this online would help enable engagement with a broader 'community' more reflective of modern living where a great deal of
engagement occurs online in any event.

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



This will allow the couple to ensure all preliminaries are concluded before wedding planning takes place. This could once again help to facilitate a
streamlined process in which multiple forms of ceremonies can be conducted in a manner than enabled legal recognition.

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The naming of an officiant brings some certainly to the process. However, it is imperative that this provision is also flexible.
In identifying an officiant, the formalities would require the couple to plan in advance and be very clear on who will conduct or be present at the wedding.
This would be appropriate for couples who spend longer periods of time planning their weddings and have a clear idea of who they wish to be married by
or in the presence of.
However, within the Muslim communities (and no doubt others), some couples will rely on the mosques to simply appoint any imam to oversee the
ceremony, without indicating any preference. This may inhibit couples from seeking to obtain a Schedule in advance of the religious ceremony as they
may not be able to provide a named individual. A process of responsibilising the mosque (or other institutions in other communities fulfilling similar
roles) within the new framework would be required for it to be effective in these scenarios.
The potential provision of an amended schedule is necessary to expedite last-minute changes.

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Last minute cancellation and substitution being required for numerous potential reasons should not prevent the wedding from taking place. Such an
'override mechanism' which can be triggered where needed is crucial.

Please share your views below:

The proposed officiant system will lead to greater flexibility for marriage ceremonies. To an extent, this needs to be recognised in the form of the
Schedule. A named officiant helps to facilitate the proposed legal process, however, allowing for a substitutions in 'other' circumstances should be
incorporated with flexibility in mind. Therefore, an 'other' category seems inevitable to ensure that the wedding is not delayed due to unforeseen
circumstances beyond death, sudden illness, or unavoidable delay. For example, if the officiant is an imam but also a family member or close friend,
social issues may arise prior to the ceremony causing the officiant to withdraw. This should not prevent the wedding from taking place.

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:

A uniform approach to weddings will help enhance general awareness of the preliminaries where every couple is bound by the same processes. However,
this should still enable other processes which have cultural significance to continue to take place, such as the banns. As suggested in the CP, this means
meaningful and historic norms can continue to be adhered to, but without legal significance being attached to them.

Chapter 5: Officiants



Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Departing from a registered building and authorised person, to an officiant system for marriage is a long overdue reform. The multi-religious, multi-faith
and multi-belief communities that make up modern Britain means that the current marriage formalities are archaic and present many (sometimes
insurmountable) hurdles for couples seeking to marry. They also hinder meaningful ceremonies from taking place. For some communities such as
Muslims, this results in many marriages being classed as non-qualifying ceremonies (Rajnaara C. Akhtar (2020), Case Note: 'From ‘non-marriage’ to
‘non-qualifying ceremony’, Journal of Social Welfare and Family Law, 42(4), DOI: 10.1080/09649069.2020.1796375). An officiant system provides the
necessary ingredients to enable a range of different marriage ceremonies in a range of different locations to be legally recognised, without the need for
dual ceremonies to be undertaken.

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

While governing authorities of religious organisations should form one pathway to the nomination of officiants, this should not be the exclusive method.
Focusing on the Muslim community, though by no means limited to this, there are numerous individuals or smaller organisations who conduct
ceremonies of marriage which do not conform with the beliefs of the main body of adherents. By imposing requirements to present evidences of
numbers of members at a physical location, these individuals or groups will potentially face exclusion. This is recognised more widely in the CP in para
5.28 which speak to legislation which empowers particular religious institutions.
Para 5.92-5.99 call for 'community' focus, which provides safeguards for the couple marrying. This is compelling. However, the online presence of
religious organisations are likely to increase in future following the norms established during COVID-19 and the inclusion of these need further thought.

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is acceptable in principle. However, a point to note is that individual Muslims may be practising their faith but not associate with their local of
regional mosques. They may instead form part of a group who regularly meet online for religious lessons, sermons, etc. In such instances, the groups
would have an online membership which is not translated into a physical presence anywhere. This may not be something that can or should be reflected
in weddings law, but is worth noting.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

The CP provides a useful example from Irish legislation as a potential model to indicate that such provisions are in place in similar jurisdictions. However, 
my view is that limits should only be placed in exceptional circumstances where criminal or other prosecutable offences are committed. Issues of public 
policy and morality are less defined and such judgements may fall beyond the scope of GRO.



Para 5.108 also references appeals being made to the courts. This is likely to be costly for organisations and therefore alternative modes of appeal may
be appropriate in the form of an independent body - similar to the PALS system within the NHS. Such an approach would ensure that GRO actions are
scrutinised where needed. Something which is currently missing.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

This would reduce paperwork and perhaps make it more likely for some religious organisations (such as mosques) to nominate an officiant by office, and
then retain this rather than being required to renew or re-nominate. My research within Muslim communities and with imams has generally revealed a
lack of engagement with 'official' and regulated roles for a multitude of reasons including (though by no means limited to) misunderstanding the
processes. Therefore, a less cumbersome approach can only help increase engagement.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

A public list will facilitate couples finding an appropriate officiant.

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This seems to be the most appropriate manner for appointing officiants as the General Register Office possibly lacks the resources to oversee a process
of ascertaining suitability for appointment. However, I would strongly advocate a system of complaints and investigation to offset instances where
Officiants fail to act in a way that is appropriate but which does not necessarily breach any legal obligations. This will enable a pathway for individuals
who may not feel able to broach the religious organisation themselves. This would also necessitate the possibility of anonymous complaints. This
response is based on my broader research interests in gender and law, and knowledge about communities wherein women in particular may feel that
they lack a voice where some religious institutions are concerned. An alternative complaints mechanism will enable them to be heard in such
circumstances.

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

In keeping with the non-profit making nature of religious institutions, there should not be a profit element to the religious celebration of marriages.

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



This is a key part of the role of officiating a wedding, so it is wholly intuitive.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is necessary as my research in Muslim communities suggests that there needs to be a clear training process and access to information about the role
which is clear, straightforward and easy to understand. Imams are more likely to engage in the process where they feel they have clarity about the role
and its boundaries.

Consultation Question 37:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This would be appropriate, but as noted in my response to a previous question, this should not be the only pathway available and an independent
complaints mechanism is also necessary for situations where organisations fail to take action. This is particularly important with institutions that do not
provide the same level of access to both men and women, such as some (though not all) mosques in some cities in England and Wales.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This would be an added safeguard. However, this should not be a unilateral mechanism, and a clear and transparent process is needed, including appeals
as appropriate. A lack of such a process may lead to mistrust of the GRO by communities where members have faced de-authorisation, and thereby lead
to further disengagement from the legal process.
On a separate point, in order to ensure mosques and imams in particular engage with the officiant process to a greater degree than they have with
current weddings law, there must be a process of positive and purposeful engagement.

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As above.

Consultation Question 40:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It would be important to ensure some formal engagement between officiants and the GRO. This might include intermittent renewal of applications or
some other form of on-going training or engagement (annual or bi-annual). The need to maintain linkages would be important to ensure that Officiants
remain fully aware of their roles and responsibilities and perhaps this would also be an opportunity to share good practice.

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

See above.

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The proposed elements of the ceremony are brief and ensure that there are limited restrictions which mean couples can undergo ceremonies which are 
meaningful to them. These are likely to continue to conform to existing community norms, such as the nikah ceremony for Muslim marriages, and overall, 
the proposed reforms enable existing ceremonial norms to be recognised by the law. This will help bridge the significant gap between religious-only and 
legally recognised marriages occurring within Muslim communities, where the couples view the process for legal recognition to be a lower priority as they



plan their more meaningful religious wedding celebrations (R.C. Akhtar (2018) 'Modern Traditions in Muslim Marriage Practices, Exploring English
Narratives' Oxford Journal of Law and Religion, 7:3, 1 October 2018, 427-454, https://doi.org/10.1093/ojlr/rwy030; R.C. Akhtar (2018) ‘Unregistered Muslim
Marriages in the UK; Examining Normative Influences Shaping Choice of Legal Protection’, in M.C. Foblets (et al) (Eds) (2018), Personal Autonomy in Plural
Societies, A Principle and its Paradoxes, Routledge: Law and Anthropology).

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

See above.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is a necessary step to ensure the law is simplified, user friendly, and consistently applicable to all communities within England and Wales.

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

From the perspective of Muslim communities, a civil ceremony can be used to form a religiously recognised marriage. However, this is a monitory view
due to a lack of any religious content in the ceremony. Therefore, a civil wedding ceremony that allows a small component of religious content would
provide an additional route to a legally recognised marriage for Muslim couples.

Please share your views below:

Specific examples would be appropriate and helpful. For example, for Muslim weddings these might include specific words to be exchanged between the
parties (usually the offer and acceptance in Arabic) or a prayer of a specific length; which are usually components of a nikah.

Consultation Question 46:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This provision is hugely confusing and has led to Registrar's misinterpreting the provision and potentially turning away individuals seeking to legally marry
who are already in a religious-only marriage. This serves no legal purpose as many religious-only marriages are not recognised by law. Individuals have
reported instances where they have not revealed their religious marriages to Registrars for fear of a legally recognised marriage being blocked (research
not yet reported).

Consultation Question 47:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is a somewhat archaic requirement which is clearly outdated.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This proposal is long overdue. Limiting weddings to certain buildings significantly impacts on the choice available to couples, and limits the ability to
conduct legally binding ceremonies where couples also wish to undertake other forms of ceremonies, such as the nikah for Muslim couples. Where nikah
is concerned, these are usually conducted in a mosque, a banqueting hall or other similar venue, or at home. The new proposals mean that any of these
venues can potentially be used for a legally binding ceremony, thus the proposals respond to the lived realities within (though not limited to) Muslim
communities. This should help facilitate legally recognised ceremonies, especially for couples who simply do not prioritise that when they are planning
their more personally meaningful religious ceremony and celebrations. In my 2015 research paper, I found that the main reason for failing to enter a civil
ceremony was that couples simply did not get around to it due to prioritising the more meaningful religious ceremony (R.C. Akhtar, 'Unregistered Muslim
Marriages: An Emerging Culture of Celebrating Rites and Compromising Rights', in R Probert, J Miles and P Mody (2015) Marriage Rites and Rights, Hart
Publishing, Oxford)



in private homes.

Please share your views below:

The private domain of the home does not allow for any public scrutiny of a wedding. In the majority of cases, this is not problematic and the family home
provides a deeply personal and meaningful setting for this rite of passage.
However, in a small number of cases, this is potentially problematic for a number of reasons. Based on my research within Muslim communities in the UK
and Qatar (currently unreported) - where the family home is a venue, family norms may dictate how a wedding is conducted. This means that families
where women and girls do not engage in public life (at all or in a defined way, e.g. wearing the face veil, or being a home-maker and not engaged in
activities outside of the home, etc) may impact on the extent to which the imam will seek to speak to them directly to gauge consent. It is not unusual for
women to be in one room while men are in another during the nikah wedding ceremony. It is not unusual for male guardians to obtain consent from the
women marrying prior to the ceremony and to act as their representatives during the ceremony. It is not unusual for the woman's faces to be covered by
a veil or other wedding shawl when men enter the room. In such cases, there is scope for ceremonies to occur without the imam/officiant directly or
adequately taking consent from the women, and relying instead on guardians or otherwise inferring consent.
It should be noted that in the majority of cases, an imam will seek to speak directly to the women to ensure consent. Therefore, allowing weddings at
home may just require an extra layer of training and awareness raising with the officiant.

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

In principle, this is appropriate and sensible. Where there is refusal, it would be appropriate for Officiants to justify the refusal, possibly by indicating the
reason through a 'tick box' exercise. However, at present, the CP does not provide enough detail on the extent of this responsibility. While the 'common
sense' (para 7.171) approach seems to be fair, it is much too subjective to be meaningful. The examples of successful processes within certain religious
groups (Jewish and Quaker) and for independent celebrants is reflective of communities already engaged with this process. For communities new to
officiating legally binding weddings, greater detail and guidance will be required.

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Both of these criteria will require explanation and specific criteria for Officiants to use in reaching their decisions, which the CP seeks to set out, however,
it remains subjective. For the category of 'dignified' in particular, this is highly subjective so can potentially lead to conflict between couples and Officiants.
If a venue has been deemed undignified by one Officiant, can the couple approach another Officiant who may say yes? How will this work as it allows
Officiant 'shopping' while not necessarily retaining dignity of the wedding?

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

See above.

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This seems to make sense. One assumes the main issue for such venues would be adequate safety standards rather than the question of dignity. In this
case, there are other laws and regulations which overlap, as highlighted in the CP.

Please share your views below:



The existing infrastructure of the GRO for approving premises can potentially be diverted to this new role.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

These seem appropriate. However, how would location be agreed if it is unconventional (e.g. a hot air balloon!)

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Points 1 and 3 largely conform with the treatment of deficient marriage formalities at present and the category of 'void' still provides a basic level of
family law protections to the couple where breakdown of the relationship occurs. Point 2 recognises that steps have been taken to give notice and adhere
to other formalities required for marriage. Point 4 provides added protection to same sex couples for a scenario which does not arise for opposite sex
couples.

No

Please expand on your answer:

While points 1 and 3 provide for largely administrative oversights which should not render the marriage void, point 2 seems to belong in the void
category.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The issue of non-qualifying ceremonies has a significant impact on Muslim religious-only marriages in particular (various chapters in Rajnaara C. Akhtar,
Patrick Nash and Rebecca Probert (Eds) (2020) Cohabitation and Religious Marriage: Status, Similarities and Solutions, Bristol University Press: Shorts
Research; Rajnaara C. Akhtar (2020), Case Note: 'From ‘non-marriage’ to ‘non-qualifying ceremony’, Journal of Social Welfare and Family Law, 42(4), DOI:
10.1080/09649069.2020.1796375). By restricting this category to situations where only one member of the couple failed to give notice and only one
member of the couple was aware that the Officiant was not authorised, may help reduce the incidence of non-qualifying ceremonies. This proposal
means any active deception by one party or by the officiant will not result in a non-qualifying ceremony but rather a void marriage, thereby providing
family law protections on breakdown.
I do not think this goes far enough in reducing the number of ceremonies which potentially fall within the non-qualifying ceremony category, however,
this is also arguably not the role of weddings law, but rather speaks to a need to review cohabitation law (R.C. Akhtar (2018) 'Modern Traditions in Muslim
Marriage Practices, Exploring English Narratives' Oxford Journal of Law and Religion, 7:3, 1 October 2018, 427-454, https://doi.org/10.1093/ojlr/rwy030.)

A large number of Muslim marriages which fall within the category of non-qualifying ceremony occur because one or both parties actively avoided a
legally recognised marriage. All of the research I have undertaken in this area (2015, 2018, 2019, 2020) refutes arguments being made for compelled
registration of religious marriages as these are entered into for a range of reasons, and the 'Akhter V Khan' (2018) case scenario, the 'paradigm case' for
reform arguments in many ways, is certainly not reflective of all or indeed most religious-only marriages. While cohabitation remains a legitimate family
arrangement in England and Wales, arguments for compelled registration of religious marriages will remain unconvincing, as the lack of legal protections
equally impacts both groups.

Consultation Question 59:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

A lack of consent should not be a time barred relief.
Many gendered and cultural elements could give rise to a lack of consent and a lack of autonomy which are not given voice for long periods of time.

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The framing of a criminal offence within these strict parameters are wholly appropriate.

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

A simplified and streamlined process would negate confusion about ceremonies of marriage which currently exist in different communities. A
streamlined approach is also much easier to impart to the general public and provides consistency throughout England and Wales.

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

COVID-19 has stressed the need for more creative engagement with the form of ceremony of marriage, and these have certainly already been taking
place within Muslim communities where religious-only marriages are concerned since the first lock-down in March 2020. For example, online wedding
ceremonies using platforms such as Zoom have been widely reported. This demonstrates the need for the law to retain some flexibility, especially where
lockdown has excluded any weddings from taking place in person at all.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This would be fair and reasonable.



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This does not contradict any international legal principles as far as territory is concerned, and therefore these can be treated in the same way as land.

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

I do not have any information on this. I assume this is a question that will only be relevant for a limited number of people with a certain income level and
therefore has not formed a part of research enquiry.

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This possibly gives rise to arguments of indirect discrimination under the Equality Act 2010 where it is on the basis of disability where the fee would not
be charged to someone able bodied. This can be distinguished from someone who is otherwise able-bodied but detained.

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There are no arguments being made against the offerings of register offices and this ceremony is perfectly suitable for many people.

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This would be appropriate.

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This would be appropriate and efficient.

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is reasonable.

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is reasonable.

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

See response to Q75 above.

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

My response focusses on Muslim communities in England and Wales, which has been the focus of my research to date. Within these communities, a lack
of engagement with the legal process is often the result of the time consuming nature of the formalities and this being a lesser priority compared with
the more meaningful religious ceremony. The proposed reforms enable an amalgamation of the meaningful religious ceremony with a simplified legal
process. For those who intend to enter a legally binding marriage at some point, or have no immediate objection to it, this will doubtless result in greater
engagement with the proposed legal process culminating in greater numbers entering legally binding ceremonies.



Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

My research has not focussed on costs in any meaningful way, however, general enquiries relating to wedding expenditures reveal that there are great
disparities between people (as is to be expected) and many will spend vast sums of money on their weddings, while others will opt for simpler
celebrations. However, this is often an ideological decision rather than a financial one which may mean families end up in debt.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

See above.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But as long as the seriousness is emphasised that marriage is supposed to be a lifetime commitment.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

When I was thinking about my wedding, I would have liked to have done it at a posh hotel, but taken along my church pastor to conduct the ceremony,
but apparently this wasn't allowed. So this would be a welcome change.

Please share your views below:

A reading from Genesis in the Bible of what marriage is - "a man shall leave his father and mother and be united to his wife". This IS what marriage is,
what it was derived from in this country. It is done before God and is his plan for mankind, and that is true regardless of what venue it is done at. It
should retain the declarations and commitments that it currently has - "till death do us part", "in sickness and in health", "to the forsaking of all others"
etc. If you want to make it anything less than that (e.g. allowing people to write their own), then you may as well instead just scrap marriage and churches
will just 'do their own' service before God, much like they do other 'non-official' services such as christenings.

Consultation Question 46:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Why? A civil ceremony does not provide the content that people of faith may want. Why would you not want to allow a supplementary ceremony to
include it if it was practicable.

Consultation Question 47:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals



Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

I don't think people think about the process when deciding whether to get married. They decide to do so first, and then find out about the process. The
proposals may make it easier, but that could be counter-productive if the existing process/ceremony (before God particularly) is watered down as there
could be an increase in divorce rates. Some people say "marriage is just a piece of paper", but it isn't - it's a declaration of commitment that you make in
fromt of a group of friends, thereby being 'held to account'.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I agree with the proposed duty - however it does not go far enough. Officiants should have a wider responsibility that ensures the content and tone of a
legal ceremony upholds the dignity and solemnity of marriage.

The proposals should define "dignity and solemnity" - the consultation seems to view ceremonies taking place "in the air" as being compatible with these
tests, suggesting they are easy standards to reach.

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It should not be possible to get married without being there at the ceremony - simply signing the marriage schedule is inadequate.
Couples would be able to say anything they like - or nothing. This risks undermining the solemnity of the ceremony and denying the seriousness of the
commitments being made.

It should not be too much to ask that some specific phrases are used to show that both people freely consent to a lifelong commitment.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A particular ceremony should not be allowed just because the couple wants it, but because it is appropriate for such a significant event.
A wedding is a public declaration in which society and the state have an interest.

Unofficial ceremonies often have themes based on fantasy/fiction. It is very doubtful that many of them reflect how seriously marriage should be taken.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The "open doors" requirement helps convey the public nature of wedding declarations.. It was introduced hundreds of years ago as protection against
forced marriage.
Removing it encourages the false perception that marriage is a private matter with no public significance.
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the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
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Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:





See above answers to Q23 and Q24 -  (Druidry) is a pagan belief system, which certainly has some gathering in groups but which does not
have a wedding service as such because our rituals are all personalised as we all have our own spirituality and expression of that, I would love to be able
to have a Druid wedding which was legally recognised, but it would be wrong to label that either a religious or a civil wedding - it's a spiritual wedding.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Yes -although I believe that permitting religious organisations to discriminate against same sex couples is contrary to public policy which demands
equality.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Yes, this would be helpful and would remove the requirement to constantly update lists. As long as they are permitted to name both office holders AND
individuals if they wish to do so, as some individuals may not be office holders.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is absolutely a key requirement of satisfying the demands for equality, for meaningful marriages and for enabling couples to have the ceremony they
want. For couples with different religious faiths/belief systems, or where one person has faith/belief and the other does not, it is only independent
celebrants who can and will create a ceremony which will blend the differing requirements and recognise personal spirituality. There definitely needs to
be an option to have a legal wedding which does not have to fit into the box of any particular organisation; to achieve this authorisation of independent
officiants is critical and such officiants should be regulated by the same body as all other officiants to ensure such weddings have the same legal status.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It's important to recognise however, that this may well put increased costs on to independent officiants as opposed to other officiants - so to level the
playing field, such training or professional development should either be provided free of charge (I recognise this is unrealistic) or equivalent fees should
be levied on all organisations nominating authorised officiants on a per head, per year basis. Including CoE and CoW clergy.

Consultation Question 32:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

See my answers above relating to  - I believe there should be more flexibility, especially where the officiant is also the celebrant. Alternatively, the 
fee for being the officiant should be fixed but if required to carry out the ceremonial aspects as well, there should be the ability to make a separate and 
additional charge for this which could be on a business basis. For example, I am in business as an independent celebrant - I very much wish to be able to 
carry out legal weddings and this will be my business. However, I am also a member of  so would wish to also be able to carry out legal Druid 
marriages. However, there would not be enough of these to sustain a business so if I was not permitted to register as both a Druid officiant and an 
independent officiant I would have to pick the one with the most commercial opportunity which would potentially defeat the object of allowing couples 
more choice. I think that where the officiant is not receiving remuneration from the authorising body they should be able to profit from officiating. 
 
It is also very important to recognise that independent officiants, and those from belief organisations, may well incur significant extra cost in both 
monetary and time terms as compared to officiants from traditional religious organisations. There will be much more frequent requirement to conduct 
ceremonies at different locations, which may need to be visited for approval if they are personal to the couple and have not previously been used for 
ceremonies - many of which will be at some distance from home. These same costs will be incurred again on the day, and possibly for a rehearsal. This is 
very different from a CofE vicar who is conducting services in their church in the parish in which he or she lives so neither travelling far, nor having to 
carry out assessments of proposed venues. So, these officiants should not all be treated the same, or there should be clear opportunity to charge for



travel time and cost at an appropriate commercial rate, in addition to the standard fee for officiating. 
 
Also, where the belief organisation does not provide a wedding service, if the officiant is also the celebrant they will be required to spend considerable
time in crafting the bespoke service for the couple. Again, this is not a cost incurred by officiants nominated by traditional religious organisations.

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Absolutely -the costs incurred for independent officiants are significantly higher than for officiants in traditional religious organisations (see also my
response to Q32 above) and if limited to a small set fee, this would be highly unattractive and would therefore limit the numbers of celebrants applying to
be authorised officiants. This in turn would defeat the objectives or reforming the marriage laws by significantly limiting choice for couples in terms of
venue and content of service and recognition of personal spiritualities. Failing to allow independent officiants to either carry out legal weddings or to
charge commercial fees and operate as a business would almost certainly mean the intention of these reforms would only tweak the edges of the current
problem but would not deliver meaningful marriage ceremonies for the majority of the population.

Consultation Question 34:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Please see info in my answer to Q32 - I am an independent celebrant operating a business but also have personal spirituality as a member of . I
would wish to potentially be able to carry out legal Druid weddings but these would not be sufficient in number to earn a living from them, so if I could
not be registered as both a Druid officiant with and an independent officiant, I would have to opt for the one which enabled me to continue my
business. Putting officiants in boxes like this will limit choice for couples and will also be likely to mean that qualified and experienced celebrants choose
to operate as independents rather than offering their expertise as representations of organisations such as  which don't have paid 'ministers'. It
would be better to state that officiants registered as both independent and via an organisation cannot use the services, rituals, premises etc. of that
organisation when they have been engaged as an independent officiant.

Consultation Question 35:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Dignity yes. Solemnity is outdated and far too religious in connotation. Some marriages are not solemn, they are fun.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

It should be possible for couples to make a complaint direct to the GRO if they are not satisfied with the service they have received, and for this to trigger
a process of investigation.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It should also be possible for anyone de-authorised to be legally prosecuted for fraud if they continue to advertise themselves or to take services as if
they were still authorised.

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

It depends on the costs of this, and how these costs also fall on other officiants. Expensive CPD could be a barrier to independent officiants continuing in
their role, which is not faced by religious officiants so this does not create a level playing field and could again reduce choice for couples.

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

The marriage itself should be considered enacted at the point the organisation considers it to be so. Consent should be required and recorded, but this
may take place after the marriage has been formalised in the eyes of the tradition. Where the formal recording of the consent is after the act, the officiant
should have a duty to confirm with each party before the ceremony that they are not acting under duress.

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It's really important to give couples the flexibility to create the ceremony they want, mixing elements from different spiritual or other beliefs.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Those groups will have the freedom to set their own regulations for their followers. It is not necessary to regulate this in law, as other forms of service are
not regulated.

Consultation Question 45:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

To a certain extent. I definitely support the inclusion of religious or spiritual content in civil ceremonies however I feel the labelling is problematic. For
example, a Druid wedding for  would be likely to be considered by the participants as spiritual rather than religious but it would be an
insult to call it civil. (See my comments above on the need for some belief organisations to be seen not as religious). There is an artificial distinction in the
religious/civil dialogue perpetuated by this consultation document and this is not helpful to those wishing for spiritual or blended ceremonies recognising
elements of different faiths or belief systems. To truly transform marriages and fully give couples choice this distinction needs to be removed.

Please share your views below:

Giving examples is always problematic because it will mean some things are left out. If you remove the artificial requirement for a ceremony to be
'recognisably civil' this problem would go away.

Consultation Question 46:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It should no longer be necessary to have separate ceremonies if the law is fully transformed as proposed.

Consultation Question 47:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Absolutely, this massively restricts venue choice. For communities which wish to view marriages as public events (e.g. CofE) this can be achieved simply by
announcing the upcoming marriages to the congregation at regular services. Where private venues are chosen, couples should have the choice of who is
or is not invited and able to attend. Also, if the declaration of lawful impediment is removed, there is no need for weddings to be public as the legal issues
will have been dealt with in the preliminaries.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Couples should have full freedom to marry in a location that is meaningful for them. It may be sensible however, to include a requirement that if an
outdoor space is nominated, a contingency has to be in place in case of inclement weather (which might be an alternative nearby indoor venue, or might
be simply the provision of gazebos/tents/umbrellas for all the guests).

Please share your views below:

I definitely think outdoor weddings should be permitted - for Druids our 'worship' takes places outdoors, so a meaningful Druid ceremony would
definitely be outdoors and this would be the case for many pagans, so to legally recognise pagan weddings they really should be able to take place
outdoors. Private homes and gardens should also be permitted as this will not only give couples a meaningful location but also a good way to significantly
reduce the costs of a wedding.

On water or in the air is in principle fine I think, as long as there are no issues with being close to borders and therefore that the marriage might actually
be formalised in the wrong geographic territory, therefore affecting its validity.

Consultation Question 49:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Location of the service is irrelevant if you licence the officiant not the venue. And this gives more choice to couples.

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

No

Please expand on your answer:

The decision should depend on the whether the organisation who owns the venue is prepared to allow the legal ceremony to go ahead. This will
potentially increase choice for couples, and may allow organisations with a particularly attractive venue to profit from allowing different types of
ceremonies if they choose to do so. It will potentially increase competition which could keep prices down for couples.

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is simpler and less expensive than requiring local authorities to authorise every venue, especially where it will only be used once.

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It will be useful to have a common standard for all types of weddings.

Consultation Question 53:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

This will be most helpful to venues, providing that the same standards are applied as those where officiants approve the venue. For the payment of a
small fee for pre approval, venues could be listed as pre approved reducing work for officiants and therefore costs for couples. This could also give the
venue a marketing advantage.

Please share your views below:

Local authorities or the GRO, perhaps operating through approved officiants who could be paid a small fee to assess premises in their location. The same
standards should be used as those used to assess premises on an at need basis.

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

There should be a minimum fee set, but travel time and cost should also be taken into account. Alternatively, if this could safely be offered electronically
the requirement to travel would be removed.

Consultation Question 76:

(1) the same fee as other cases in which the registration officer must travel to the person giving notice, set nationally on a cost-recovery basis; or

Please expand on your answer:

Local authorities cannot afford to subsidise such visits. It is fair that they make no profit from such occasions but they should be able to cover costs.

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There should be a low cost, no frills legal option available for those who see marriage as simply entering into a contract.

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I agree that costs should be covered. However, it could also be possible to offer such work to any authorised officiant, not to expect registration officers
to deliver it.

Consultation Question 80:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

It should also allow for additional ceremony time - or be at a graded level, increasing by time required to be spent at the venue. (e.g. less than 1 hr x
amount, 1-2 hours y amount and so on...)

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Other



Please expand on your answer:

There is no need for the local authority to have to subsidise such weddings. However, a reduction may perhaps be considered where the person is in
receipt of benefits.

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

I don't think local authorities should be required to subsidise these services.

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This should apply equally to ministers of religion, and all other authorised officiants

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

There is currently huge discrimination in cost and choice for couples who are not in one of the approved religions but have some spiritual or religious
belief (or non-belief) and wish to have a ceremony that reflects their belief as they effectively have to have two ceremonies. The current system is also
anti-competitive because it restricts the opportunity of venues to offer legal weddings, and also the ability of independent celebrants to operate their
businesses. Some people simply don't want to or can't afford to have two ceremonies so will not choose unlicensed venues or independent celebrants.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

There may be huge cost savings from being able to choose outdoor or private venues. Increased choice for couples will also drive down demand for
currently authorised venues by increasing choice, which will in turn mean better prices for couples wishing to use those types of venues as well as
allowing more businesses to offer wedding services.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Venues which are not currently licensed (either due to cost, or not being able to meet regulatory burdens) would have the opportunity to host weddings
so this would massively open up the market.

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

It is possible that local authorities may lose business as people will be more likely to choose locations and types of service which have meaning to them
rather than having to default to a civil wedding because there is no other choice. However, there is also great opportunity for local authorities to partner
with (for example) independent celebrants, where for example the local authority could supply a registration official but a celebrant (unauthorised) could
actually deliver the ceremony. In this way, local authorities could continue to receive the officiants fee but would not need to engage with the couple
beforehand or personalise any elements of the service as the celebrant would do that. This would potentially mean local authority officiants could attend
more ceremonies in one day.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Authorities could offer bespoke belief or celebrant led services in their own marriage venues (which are often beautiful) generating an additional revenue 
stream without needing to use up more registration officer time in creating personalised ceremonies. There is great opportunity for trusted partnerships



with local celebrants/belief organisations to be built, in order to make local authority venues a first choice for ceremonies, even if not civil ceremonies.

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

This would really help. My Canadian friends wanted to get married in England but couldn't afford to be here for long enough beforehand so they chose
Ireland instead as it was easier to get the permissions there.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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Please share your views below:
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Consultation Question 65:

Yes
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Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:
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Yes

Please expand on your answer:
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Yes
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Consultation Question 82:

Yes
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Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:
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Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
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Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :
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Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
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Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
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Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
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Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

N/A

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

At least 7 days, but up to 28 days (i.e. 4 weeks)

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Interviews should not be allowed to take place remotely, they should always be in person. If there is any doubt about a persons capacity to understand
their consent to marriage, a doctors reports should be requested (to verify capacity) & the marriage delayed until this is received. At the same time, any
relatives of the person who lacks capacity should be tracked down & followed up with. The marriage should not be allowed to go ahead & capacity has
been legally confirmed. If there is any doubt whatsoever the marriage should be delayed. If a marriage went ahead & later there is a challenge to the
capacity of one person to consent to the marriage, then evidence must be produced to confirm that tests of capacity took place. If this is not possible
there marriage should be annulled.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

N/A

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Only if all paperwork is in place to ensure capacity for consent to marriage has taken place.



Consultation Question 13:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

All bans should be published on line & available throughout the UK

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

They should all be published online

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

I agree with this. Capacity must be confirmed in the case of all weddings no matter where held & under whatever religion or other legal form of marriage

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Agreed

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As long as all the paperwork is in place & has been completed & checked by another registration officer or 'competent' person

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Only if there is relevant (legally recognised) documentation to confirm capacity of Bothe parties to consent

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Agreed

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

20 regular members is not a sufficient number

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Agreed that the law should expressly exclude organisations that are unlawful in this country etc

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Only named officials should be able to officiate

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

There should be a standard fee for officiants to perform a wedding

Consultation Question 34:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, but there should also be recourse to the law to ban them from officiating if they prove not to be fit & proper

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

As long as there is some from of 'fitness to officiate' certification

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There should also be witnesses

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Civil ceremonies should not contain ANY religious content

Please share your views below:

No religious content should be allowed at civil ceremonies

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Anywhere within reason where a proper ceremony can take place

Please share your views below:

As long as a proper ceremony & legalities can be fulfilled, a wedding can be held at a wide variety of venues, but there has to be a 'reasonableness' test

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

All venues should be accessible so that objections to a wedding can take place if required

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Religious weddings should only take place in the appropriate religious venue

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

This should be a legal document

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There should always be witnesses

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding



Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

As longs as they are expressly able to demonstrate capacity (& this is verified & documented) it should be OK

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

No

Please expand on your answer:

All officiants should be licensed (& have to renew that license periodically) along with paying a fee for the license

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

All the relevant people (officiant, couple & witnesses) should physically attend the ceremony

No

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Weddings should not be able to take place in International waters

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See previous answers



Consultation Question 72:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No. See previous answers

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

No idea !

Consultation Question 74:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

N/A

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

N/A

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

N/A

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

N/A

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

N/A

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

N/A

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

N/A

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

N/A



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

N/A

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

N/A

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

N/A

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

N/A



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUU6-X

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-03 22:31:12

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

including content of the marriage ceremony reflects seriousness of their committment.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

to provide consistency and ensure participants understand seriousness and obligations of their committment as well as their willingness and availability
to make those committments.

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

No

Please expand on your answer:

it would be good to review officiants authorisation every 5 years



Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

whilst agreeing that the parties:
should be required to express their consent to be married to each other
this should not be the only requirement to legalise a marriage. There should be other expressions of committment and solemnity, as there is now, which
can be added to within reason. There should also be a requirement for all the partcipants to be present at the same place at the same time for the
ceremony.
If marriage can be entered too easily divorce will also be required to be easy. This undermines the seriousness of the committment and is detrimental to
the couple, their children and their communities. If a couple want something different, or less serious there are alternatives available. (Co-habit, legal
contract, their own ceremony without legal obligation.)
Marriage should be the expectation for life and not entered lightly. It is for love,support, nurture and protection. A committment made before God and
persons who have a vested interest in the health and wellbeing of all involved.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There should be a basic requirement to which all weddings should subscribe. In addition to the parties giving their consent there should also be a
declaration that they are legally free to take this declaration. Marriage is an important part of our wider society, why else would there be a demand for it
to be made available to any combination of individuals or even include animals or innanimate objects These requests undermine the true purpose of
marriage (the union of one man and one woman to love, support, nurture and protect one another and their offspring) which is why we need to legislate
to avoid such travesties.

Consultation Question 44:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Weddings should include the same basic elements as all weddings but the above religious groups should be able to add their own requirements and
decide who qualifies under their own practices.

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

What we do as individuals has an impact on our communities and wider society. It remains of public interest to maintain/validate the institutions such as
marriage. We also need to protect the vulnerable and marginalised of society. It is sad that slavery and trafficking of vulnerable people still exists in our
society and we have an obligation to protect them and their rights.

Chapter 7: Location



Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There should be specific, suitable and accessible places for marriages to be conducted with solemnity and dignity. If the participants want to be
somewhere specific what prevents them from making such arrangements after the ceremony?

Please share your views below:

There should be specific, suitable and accessible places for marriages to be conducted with solemnity and dignity. If the participants want to be
somewhere specific what prevents them from making such arrangements after the ceremony?

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

What we do as individuals has an impact on our communities and wider society. It remains of public interest to maintain/validate the institutions such as
marriage. We also need to protect the vulnerable and marginalised of society. It is sad that slavery and trafficking of vulnerable people still exists in our
society and we have an obligation to protect them and their rights.

Consultation Question 50:

Other

Other

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Venues authorised for wedding services whether civil or religious or non religious should have the right to determine who is able to utilise their venue
and for what purposes.
Also to place restrictions on actions or behaviour. Public access should also be available to witness a wedding.

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Perhaps a finer definition of "safe" and "dignified" is required.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Perhaps a finer definition of "safe" and "dignified" is required.

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 55:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees



Consultation Question 75:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUCW-D

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-03 22:34:22

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

None

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

N/A

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

None

Consultation Question 3:



Please share your views below:

N/A

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage and its responsibilities should be taken seriously, with possible frivolous actions to be resisted, such as treating the occasion as a trip to the
supermarket, in our buy and throwaway society. Some hoops may bring the necessary gravitas to the occasion.

Consultation Question 5:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Proposal only accepted if answer to Q4 above is not violated.

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

A minimum of seven days. However, a case may occur where a terminally ill person requires a final commitment, which may need for a compassionate
lessening of time - i.e. only for extreme cases.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Interviews to take place remotely, should only be used in extreme cases, where it is possible that through employment, sickness etc, that one party may
be unavailable. If there is any concerns raised as to the validity of the party's intent, then the personal interviews should be insisted on, but perhaps when
the party is available.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

As Q7 above

Consultation Question 9:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Where on line?
Would this be a new nationwide site for this sole purpose?
Public exposure might expose either of the couple to risk or harm, and safeguards, might be required in such cases where notices may then take up a
more localised exposure.

Consultation Question 10:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No real thoughts on this.

Consultation Question 11:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Unsure of the implications here and whether they are open to abuse?



Consultation Question 12:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Only if the substitute officiant is of the necessary standing, and not someone who might fill the requirements of the couple, to ensure the necessary
gravitas to the ceremony of marriage

Please share your views below:

Unsure of what is being asked here.

Consultation Question 13:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Unsure.

Consultation Question 14:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Why? Can we never see that such time may once again visit this Nation?

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

No real views.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes!

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

I see no reason for this not to continue, if this is the present practice

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

As a non-Anglican, I do believe that present system should stand for the church of England, as it is a bulwark of some standing, to the values, deeply
embedded in to our society and social structure.
This however, should have insurances that any change(s) from long held beliefs/morals, may force changes to this section.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

The officiant attending, should be of a suitable standing, and carry out a ceremony with the relevant gravitas, and be legally responsible for all these
elements, that would cement any legally binding agreement.

Consultation Question 20:

Other



Please expand on your answer:

This has to be considered with great care.

There may be some religious proposed ceremonies that may try and circumnavigate the rules of a marriage between two people only, the rightful
standard of this country.

Nothing should be done under any so called expediency, to undermine the existing law that ensure a legal marriage.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If suitably qualified in the laws laid down for this country and its existing culture.

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Provided they are upstanding holders of there office.

Consultation Question 23:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

An area where abuse may be attempted, and I am unsure if the description given in the additional information is sufficient for the present day pressures
and possible shenanigans, in a society which is trying to cater to the whims of every individual, and organisation.

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There are sincere secular organisations who profess a deep felt thought system, but if these systems are not beneficial to society in there outworking's or
adherence, then there own tenets in of themselves cannot be a valid reason regardless of past case law.

Each case must be taken and weighed as to meeting the necessary gravitas for a true marriage in this nation.

Please share your views below:

We have many strange beliefs todays, especially in our Western World, where leisure time has enabled the sublime and the ridiculous to be considered
and promoted, from Star Trek enthusiast etc with many in-fact who border on the religious, with their deeply in-bedded 'delusions'?

Again, this list would have to be pragmatically built, but the overriding principle is that the marriage service meets the necessary gravitas and must not in
its outworking's be a charade or demeaning of this institution of marriage.

Consultation Question 25:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I cannot agree in principle, knowing the silliness that masquerades as belief in the modern world as given above.

I do believe that each case needs to be vetted by a suitable panel, to ensure the upholding of marriage as a serious lifelong commitment.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Or any gravitas in respect to marriage itself.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:



The cares necessary have been given by me in the previous questions.

Consultation Question 28:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, if they meet the correct standard for such an official.

Consultation Question 29:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Possibly with all the constraints previously given.

Consultation Question 30:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This must be external checking of the nominated person, beyond the organisations own designation that the person is fit and proper. (With the concerns
mentioned previously).

Consultation Question 31:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This appears to address many of the previous concerns, providing the organisation itself is suitable for supplying officiants.

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Does this not contradict Q32?

Consultation Question 34:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Unsure.

Consultation Question 35:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

The Officiants should also ensure that the content and tone of the ceremony itself, is in line with upholding the dignity and solemnity of marriage.
However, these terms themselves need to be defined and understood to limit individuals from wanting to express themselves in a ceremony that in of
itself, would denigrate the 'normal' dignity and solemnity of the occasion.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Yes, provided it meets standard and agreed understandings - of dignity and solemnity.

Consultation Question 37:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Absolutely not. This must have some external monitoring and vetting.

Consultation Question 38:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

The definition of 'fit and proper' must be exercised under existing 'norms' and not subject to charging ideological leanings, which may see valid officials
ousted on new principals alien to long held Judeo/Christianity morals.

Consultation Question 39:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

As in Q38.

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Providing the time limit is reasonable.

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The state must provide the minimum terms/phrases, by which a marriage may be authenticated, denied; with both parties present at the time of the
marriage, and carried out in the presence of witnesses; and conducted in a manner which gives seriousness and gravity to the proceedings, and with an
understanding by the participants, that what they are undertaking is in line with the law of the Nation and to the benefit and expectations of society in
general.
There can of course be latitude in personal add-ons to the ceremony; but these must also not detract or undermine the solemnity of the occasion itself.
How one behaves at a celebration after the ceremony, cannot necessarily be controlled, and any further need for the now married couples to express
themselves, which may fall short of general expectation; must not be able to be reflected in the ceremony itself.
The subject of impediments must be retained, especially as todays society encompassing many different cultures; where duress may play a part of the
proceedings and therefore, even at the last moment; such a serious undertaking as marriage, must be able to be stopped to enable safeguarding for all,
in a diverse society.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Further to the last question, it should not be for all the parties to determine the format and content of the wedding ceremony regardless of proposed 
agreement with the officiants. This would in many cases lead to the denigration of the ceremony to not meet historic understandings of seriousness, 
gravity, purpose and integrity of marriage. 
 
it is concerning that the direction of this consultation appears to be for the furtherance of diminution of the marriage ceremony to fit into a morass of 
wants, by the many parties, with as many officiants as possible to be appeased. It is removing any gravitas and importance and serious need of a



marriage ceremony to continue to uphold family life and dignity which upholds society; against consequences thereof, whereby the marriage ceremony is
reduces to nothing more than a 'nice-to-do', which will not only undermine marriage and the family, but the very state itself.

Consultation Question 44:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Further to previous questions, the direction of thought here, is one of that there are no limitations to the marriage ceremony, and continues to
undermine the marriage ceremony as stated in the previously.

Consultation Question 45:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is in need of a separate consultation, because the views and outworking's of this, may be just to further a preconceived idea or ideology, which is at
furtherance to the benefit of marriage, the family and the state of the nation.

Please share your views below:

this is too big a question to be addressed here as given above.

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This present system better preserves dignity, gravitas and safety; against that which is being proposed.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Under no conditions must this happen. The present system of open doors was instigated well over a hundred years ago to safeguard against coercion
that was taking place at that time. I believed that there are concerns that this may be an increasing fact within contemporary society . What is the rational
behind such proposals as to the repealing of these safeguards?

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The ability of individuals in present society to devise ingenious and creative ways to demean the ceremony of marriage, as an expression of there own
permissive character in the undermining of gravitas and dignity, should not be condoned. The 'anywhere', proposal must be ruled out.
Again, what is carried out after the wedding ceremony, allows for individual's to indulge their permissiveness, if that is their intent.

outdoors,, on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

Only in exceptional circumstances, and based on places registered to meet the understandings of providing a place of solemnity, and with the right
gravitas, whereby a venue could be licenced for such an event.
If people want to follow their official wedding ceremony with a further separate non-binding ceremony of their own making, with no legal status, then this
may be away to meet novel requirements.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As given above. Any legal civil wedding locations must provide public access for the process for carrying out any legal marriage ceremony as already given
above.



Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The mixing of civil and recognised religious weddings should not be allowed; but in both cases must be between two people only (It is sad that in this day
and age we have to put this in).
Safeguards must remain for recognised religious organisations venues to be protected from secular interference, or intent to use.
Civil understandings of marriage should be constrained to two people only and held in a authorised place for the carrying out of religious services.

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is subject to official recognition of the institutions and officiants; of meeting the states rules for a marriage ceremony; within all the parameters
discussed above.

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Where rightful permission is given for organisations and their officiants (within the limitations of perimeters as already given above) then the
responsibilities for a safe yet accessible venue for the public must be met as already exist in law for any public venue They also must also ensure that not
only is the venue deemed dignified, but must meet the agreed standard of dignity that is to be laid down under the law. The places for such acts must be
registered and are not to a place solely meeting the wants of those seeking marriage.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There needs to be further consultation to ensure that the General Register office provides agreed clarity on what constitutes 'dignity' and confirm the
legal existing requirement for safety in a public place.

Consultation Question 53:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This can only be considered where safety and gravitas as discussed previously are met. Great care, must be taken in this, giving confidence to both civil
and religious bodies understanding that the consideration for safety and gravitas have been met.

Please share your views below:

I have run out of time to ge=ive this the serious thought it needs.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Unfortunately I have run out of time to provide consideration.

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:



Other

Please expand on your answer:

Providing it does not go against anything that has been discussed in this consultation.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Unfortunately I have run out of time to provide consideration.

No

Please expand on your answer:

Valid witnesses should always be necessary.

Consultation Question 58:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This is generally agreed upon, but I do not have time to give any thought as to whether the list is comprehensive enough.

Consultation Question 59:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Question is not fully understood, and time does not permit further investifgation or comment.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I had no idea this in fact is true. Time precludes further comment.

Consultation Question 60:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There may be circumstances where enslavement, even in the modern world, may make this a dangerous presumption.

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Unfortunately I have run out of time to provide consideration.

Consultation Question 63:

Other

Please expand on your answer:



Unfortunately I have run out of time to provide consideration.

Consultation Question 64:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Doubtful, but no time for consideration

Consultation Question 65:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Unfortunately I have run out of time to provide consideration.

Consultation Question 66:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Unfortunately I have run out of time to provide consideration.

Consultation Question 67:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Unfortunately I have run out of time to provide consideration.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Unfortunately I have run out of time to provide consideration.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Doubtful - but run out of time

Consultation Question 68:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Unfortunately I have run out of time to provide consideration.

Consultation Question 69:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Doubtful but Unfortunately I have run out of time to provide consideration.

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Unfortunately I have run out of time to provide consideration.

Consultation Question 71:

Other

Please expand on your answer:



Unfortunately I have run out of time to provide consideration.

Consultation Question 72:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Unfortunately I have run out of time to provide consideration.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Unfortunately I have run out of time to provide consideration.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Unfortunately I have run out of time to provide consideration.

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Unfortunately I have run out of time to provide consideration.

Consultation Question 74:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Unfortunately I have run out of time to provide consideration.

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Unfortunately I have run out of time to provide consideration.

Consultation Question 77:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Unfortunately I have run out of time to provide consideration.

Consultation Question 78:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Unfortunately I have run out of time to provide consideration.

Consultation Question 79:

Other

Please expand on your answer:



Unfortunately I have run out of time to provide consideration.

Consultation Question 80:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Unfortunately I have run out of time to provide consideration.

Consultation Question 81:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Unfortunately I have run out of time to provide consideration.

Consultation Question 82:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Unfortunately I have run out of time to provide consideration.

Consultation Question 83:

(2) there should be no fee.

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Unfortunately I have run out of time to provide consideration.

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

This Nation's history has been until the end of WW2 had its institutions firmly based on a Judeo/Christian ethic, which was not always providing perfect
'law', because of faulty interpretation and application, which required 'liberalisation' to ensue better adherence to what was deemed right - in applying
what is - The Law above the law. This saw this Nations' law not being based on the 'might is right' philosophy, and offered increasing hope to the poor and
the disenfranchised to obtain 'Right Justice' . It was a Law, that enabled the American Prosecution Team, with its Nation's history also based of
Judeo/Christian ethics (not the Russians) in demolishing the German defendants defence at the Nuremburg Trials - 'that they were only following the law
as laid down in their country and therefore they should not be on trial'. The American prosecutor referred to The Law above the law, which they had
violated, and the trial went ahead.
Sadly the history of this country from that time, has not seen to pursue further improvements to this ethical foundation, which had served the the Nation
well, and sought instead to abandon it to the wisdom of men and a move to the dubious ethics of secular humanism.
This has seen strident moves away from marriage based on that between a man and a women, under the law, and forming the basic structure for the
family and the raising of children to thrive in a society firmly based on a Godly ethic to the benefit of family and Nation.
The new experiments has seen the denigration of marriage, with many people opting not to get involved. The 'new' marriages are suffering much greater
disintegration than the original standard. Thus legality and other matters seem superfluous when marriage itself continues to be undermined, with all its
unintended consequences.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Time is against me give due consideration to these questions.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Time is against me give due consideration to these questions.



Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Time is against me give due consideration to these questions.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Time is against me give due consideration to these questions.

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Time is against me give due consideration to these questions.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Time is against me give due consideration to these questions.

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Time is against me give due consideration to these questions.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Time is against me give due consideration to these questions.

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Time is against me give due consideration to these questions.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Time is against me give due consideration to these questions.

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

Time is against me give due consideration to these questions.
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What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

n/a

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:



No

Please expand on your answer:

I feel that if couples are not required to be resident in English or Welsh registration districts for seven days before their marriage the system could be
open to abuse by people who could fly in from abroad for example and marry illegally in this country.

Consultation Question 5:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Identity checks may not have had time to be properly undertaken.

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

However long it takes for in-depth checks to be made.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

It may not be possible to be sure that personal details given are true if interviews are undertaken remotely.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It may be easy to hack into personal details if this is done.

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

It may be necessary for other people to be informed that the marriage is about to take place, who do not attend the Church that the banns are published
in.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

It is necessary to have these checks to ensure legality of the marriage.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

It is necessary to have these checks.

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Some Churches may not have their own authorised person so rely on civil registrars to do theirs.

Consultation Question 21:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Personal bias may creep in if only one registration officer is needed.

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is holy. It is one of the Church's holy sacraments.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

"Contrary to public policy or morality"is too subjective. It would risk those with unpopular but legal views being excluded from nominating officiants.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Registrars at present are highly trained or are religious representatives who are likely to have strongly held beliefs on marriage. Allowing independent
registrars would open the door to those who may not have such a high value on marriage.

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The commitment made in marriage must be taken very seriously and without the prescribed words the ceremony may be treated too casually.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

it is more important that the marriage ceremony reflects the seriousness of the commitment than that it is personalised to the couple.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Ensuring that weddings are open to any member of the public is a way of protecting against forced marriage or bigamy.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is unclear what safeguards will be put in place to prevent unsuitable venues being used as the dignity of marriage needs to be upheld.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :



Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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About you

What is your name?

Name:
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Not applicable

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

We were married at a registry office

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

n/a

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

n/a

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

n/a

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:



n/a

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

No experiences

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is logical. If a couple lives in an area outwith the place of marriage, they should not have to spend a week in that place

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I consider it important that a face to face interview should take place in the hope of detecting irregularities in the proposed marriage

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

Seven days is too short. One month would give time for reflection

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Interviews should be face to face for the reasons stated in my response to Q. 5.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

I see no problem with this

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This may prevent bigamy.

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

I see no problem with this

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Again no problem

Consultation Question 12:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Sensible.

Please share your views below:

Depends on the circumstances.

Consultation Question 13:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Don't know

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Out of date

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

They should be published on line as well

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes. Getting married is a serious undertaking and anything that makes the couple realise this is to be welcomed.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Of course they should! This is a no - brainer.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is obvious

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

What else can registration officers do at weddings other than officiate? Should this statement really be We provisionally propose that only registration
officers should be able to officiate at civil weddings'?

Consultation Question 21:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Two provides a check on the bona fides of the registration officer

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Another no - brainer.

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

1. Yes

2. How do you define a non - religious belief organisation?

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Yes there should.

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

20! This could include the members of the local coven or swingers organisation

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Of course the law should exclude this sort of thing.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Who's going to be 'an independent officiant'? Auntie Mary or the bloke next door?

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Another no - brainer

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This would put off Auntie Mary from officiating

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Another no - brainer

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Too right they should!

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Of course they should.

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Obvious.

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes for 1,2,3.

What's wrong with the officiant's saying 'I now pronounce that you are now legally married'?

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This opens the way to all sorts of whacky and tacky ceremonies. The language and responses should be standarised in such a way as to reflect the dignity
and solemnity of the occasion.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This mixes up civil and religious ceremonies. If the couple wants religious content they should get married in a church.

Please share your views below:

No they should not

Consultation Question 46:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A wedding should be conducted where everyone can see it is happening. Repealing open doors is an invitation to forced marriage.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This proposal trivialises the dignity and solemnity of marriage. The mind boggles at the antics that some people would undoubtedly get up to. It opens
the way to the tackiest venues imaginable. The local betting shop? McDonalds? On motoe bikes? Please!!!!

Please share your views below:

The law should stay as it is w. r. t. wedding venues



Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriages like the law should not only be done but be seen to be done.

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

What's the point in mixing up civil and religious ceremones?

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There should be no change in current permitted venues so this question is irrelevant

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

There should be no change in current permitted venues so this question is irrelevant

Other

Please expand on your answer:

There should be no change in current permitted venues so this question is irrelevant

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

There should be no change in current permitted venues so this question is irrelevant

Please share your views below:

There should be no change in current permitted venues so this question is irrelevant

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Will the establishment never realise that any database or system will eventually be hacked? The Civil Service hasn't a clue about IT judging by the mess it
regularly makes.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Hooray! At last someone has realised that marriage is important!

No

Please expand on your answer:

Without witnesses or registration what evidence is there that a marriage has taken place

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Time and belief are no subsltitute for a marriage certificate

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

I don't know

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Providing that the wedding can be fast tracked if necessary

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This proposal will have unintended consequences.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

We are back to dignity and solemnity here. Are the happy couple to wear wet suits and scuba gear?

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Cruise ships only.

Consultation Question 71:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes to 1, no to 2

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

I believe it to be highly unlikely that there is any demand for this sort of wedding



Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(2) there should be no fee.

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:



Please share your views below:

1. I don't believe the current law deters couples from marrying

2. No. I think society's attitude to marriage in general has more effect.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I can't believe that the register office fees will prevent a couple marrying. Love will find a way!

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

This is angels on the head of a pin stuff

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Leave the law governing premises as it is

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

As above

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I have no idea. Why don't you ask the local authorities?

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I have no idea. Why don't you ask the local authorities?

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I have no idea.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Don't know.

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Ask the organisations involved.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Ask the organisations involved.

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

Don't know
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I worked as a relationship counsellor where women who were married in a Mosque found to their cost that they did not have rights in law in this country
because they had not been married in a civil ceremony.

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:



Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Asking this question without a context is not helpful. I cannot see a reason to change what happens at the moment.

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

It cannot be possible to govern a remote interview.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I agree, as long as this information is displayed in one recognised public place online.

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

This surely is a matter for the Anglican church.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

I do not wish to see the Church's wedding ceremony preceded by civil preliminaries. The religious aspect is the important part, and the marriage is
sanctioned by the signing of the State Marriage Certificate.
The manner in which these ceremonies have been conducted have historically been understood and accepted. I find the ignorance of the general public
about the State and Church roles in relation to marriage in this country to be completely incredible, even to the extent that some people think they have a
right to be married in Church.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

although I am not sure how one would establish these matters

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

That's a tricky one. I don't have the time now to consider this.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Yes, I think this will cover many obstacles that might otherwise arise

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not sure. Surely there needs to be some external reference point?

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 37:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Surely there needs to be an external reference point? Where would someone who has no power within the organisation take a complaint?

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I think there should be a time limit, with exceptions in case of defined circumstances

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, as long as the professional development does not become onerous. People will be put off doing it if it is too onerous.

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

1. When they marry, a couple are embarking on a union which is understood by society and has been legally defined. Society and the law have an interest
in the making of a public declaration. If the issue of impediments is dealt with beforehand privately, then it makes it easier to engage in a fraudulent
marriage.
2. I cannot understand the thinking behind allowing people to marry without being present at the wedding ceremony. It could mean that people can
enact this serious ceremony from outside the country, for instance, without any right to be here, which currently they cannot do. I see no reason for
allowing a marriage ceremony unless the two parties are present. It would possibly allow for pre-arranged marriages to take place where one party was
not aware they were being married.
3.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I have been to wedding ceremonies over the last few years where the couples make ridiculous statements as vows, which are not achievable. I don’t want 
to see this stupid move enacted in law. If we enshrine into law the means to undermine the solemn vows of a wedding ceremony, we deny the 
seriousness of the commitment being made. 
When they marry, a couple are embarking on a union which is understood by society and has been legally defined. Society and the law have an interest in 
the making of a public declaration. If the law is changed to allow a wholly self-defined ceremony for marriage, then it becomes meaningless, beyond it 
being a private, personal matter, which the law has no bearing on. In effect, how could there be rules then to govern a divorce, because these would have 
to be based on individual, private agreements. 
What we currently have, is a marriage ceremony that applies to all, and the commitments by husband and wife are public commitments of duty to one 
another. These are enshrined and understood in law by all. If, for instance, a couple decide that they will be married for a year and a day, and their 
ceremony enshrines that vow, would their marriage legally only last for that duration? 
Marriage has historically been the means by which a man and a woman commit for life to each other, to care for each other, and to care for any children 
that they may have, or may adopt. The changes in law recently have provided for any two people to marry for any reason whatsoever, and these changes



have already undermined marriage. These further proposed changes will further undermine the marriage contract. There has already been a surge in
lesbian divorce numbers which I think is because it is not an easy matter being husband and wife in a marriage and the romantic idea of marrying
“because we love each other” rather than “because we want to commit to each other and take care of each other” 
As a society we have a vested interest in the making of a public declaration, and I believe that we will see marriage further trivialised and undermined by
changing this declaration into the whims of any individual who chooses to do so. We already have numerous individuals, of both sexes, who take no
responsibility for the children they produce, but they can be held accountable at present theoretically. If they do not make a commitment in the tradition
of the current prescribed words, then any children they bring into the world have no right to any parental care. How can anyone who has vowed to
“always be there for you” be held accountable for anything. It is a vague meaningless piece of sentiment. By all means, change the law to allow the
solemnity of the wedding ceremony to be dispensed with, but you who bring this change into law are then responsible for the consequences. Society will
be the worse for these changes.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

I think there should be consultation with the religious organisations concerned about what they would feel was appropriate and that does not conflict
with their religion.

Consultation Question 46:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But only if the religious organisation concerned is agreeable to this

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The open doors requirement was introduced hundreds of years ago as a protection against forced marriage, which is still a problem in our society. By
removing this protection the marriage ceremoney will effectively become a private matter, not a public one.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If it is permitted to hold a wedding ceremony anywhere, it will open the door to completely foolish and fantastical venues. What would prevent someone
holding a ceremony in a lavatory because they wish to undermine the solemnity of marriage? One person's safe and dignified will be someone else's
nightmare scenario. It is best to leave things as they are.

Please share your views below:

I am not sure that a ceremony can be guaranteed as safe and dignified "in the air".
I am not sure how agreement could be reached about whether it was safe and dignified to hold a wedding in McDonalds, for instance, and that is just one
venue that surely would rank with many as undignifed. Once permission is given for people to choose their own venue, the solemnity of the marriage
ceremony will be completely undermined.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

In practice people do not attend a wedding of any kind unless they are invited, with the exception, I think, of those who witness a church member's 
wedding because they are part of that community. However, the notion of a wedding location being publicy accessible is to comply with the marriage



being a public event, rather than a secret one that might be fraudulent.

Consultation Question 50:

No

Other

No

Please expand on your answer:

I am unsure what the implications are of all this. I would not wish to see religious organisations being legally obliged to do anything that is inconsistent
with their beliefs, such as officiating at a ceremony which they do not subscribe to.
It is abhorent to me that that people could have a right to be married in a civil ceremony in a church or other religious building against the wishes of the
people who owned that building. But perhaps I am not understanding what is proposed here?

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I do not feel it is clear how venues would be tested for dignity and safety.
The terms need to be very precisely defined in law so that marriage ceremonies are not allowed to become demeaned or, worse still, mocked and
ludicrous. Stringent and precise safeguards should be proposed.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

The host venue needs to submit a description, to the Registrar perhaps.
There is a massive amount of work involved in this change which may prove very costly.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I don't know. I would want to know that it was definitely safe and secure before I could agree to this change

Chapter 10: Validity and offences



Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I don't understand the implications of this proposed change.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It is a barrier to people taking action to look after their interests, as a "spouse" or "parent"

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If this is a move to create a civil status, rather than marriage and civil partnership, then I would not agree

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I am not in favour of conducting marriages that cannot be formed with 2 people in the same place.

No

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Frankly, I think it is ridiculous. I am not really in favour of extending the places where a marriage ceremony can take place . It allows for more secrecy, the
possibility of sham marriage, and people being manipulated.

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

It could be set to include a reduction where deemed necessary in reduced circumstances

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

I don't think the provisional proposals would lead to an increase in the number of couples who are marrying legally at the moment. People can marry at a
cost that suits them in a Registrar's Office and then celebrate somewhere at a venue that they can afford. I don't think these changes will make any
difference to numbers of marrying people, but I think the changes will lead to a diminishment of the solemnity of marriage.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

These changes will make more work for the local authority, and presumably they will recover the costs involved by charges to implement the new
regulations and procedures.

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:
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Telephone number:
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Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No



Please expand on your answer:

It seems that couples would be able to just turn up on the day from anywhere.

Would this not aid more unwanted (by one party) marriages going ahead quickly.

Consultation Question 5:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If we are serious about equality, and marriages agreed by BOTH parties, I think notice should be given in person in the registration area in which the
marriage will take place.

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

I am still concerned with coercive marriages.
A month's notice would give some chance of concerns being raised and investigaed.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

We are now used to Zoom type meetings, but how will those conducting the interview know whether those being interviewed are the same people getting
married.
How would the interviewer know whether there is someone else in the room "off screen" bringing pressure to bear on any answers.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Depends entirely on the wording, and what information is published.

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

These basic checks are essential for weddings in any setting - why only Anglican weddings?

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Absolutely essential, and do it on their own if there is any suspicion of coersion.

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Any Body, regardless of type of organisation, that promotes unlawful purposes or acts contrary to public policy or morality should not be carrying out
legal duties in UK.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As long as it is a robust list, with people "vetted" before they are added to the list and it is made public.

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Who decides what a "fit and proper" person is?

There must be some UK independent advice and standards to be met by any organisation.

Consultation Question 31:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

A borderline Yes response.

However, who decides on the training and content of such training, and now is a "pass" decided?

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There should be agreed national guideline to fees that can be charged.

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



There would need to be firm guidelines as to what "upholding the dignity and solemnity of marriage" means.

This cannot be left to someone's personal likes/dislikes, promoting self above those taking part in the service etc.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Absolutely ESSENTIAL, or it will be a free for all...

Consultation Question 37:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Only if theorganisations have undergone agreed training with nationally approved body (bodies)

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

age limits at both ends could be considered.

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

1. It should be an essential requirement that the parties individually, and at the wedding ceremony, state they are willing to marry each other AND neither
knows of any impediment preventing them from doing so.

2. A simple statement that they agree to marry each other and know of no impediments to this should be a requirement of EVERY marriage ceremony,
regardless of what religion, or belief system held. Such a statement does not undermine or go against any legal body.

3. Such wording should be signed at the marriage ceremony, in the presence of witnesses, or the basic requirements of the ceremony have not been met

4.The marriage should be formed when both parties, in the presence of witnesses, have agreed to be married to each other

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The statement is far too vague. 
Does not fit in with making the marriage ceremony a dignified and significant legal act.



it doesn't even insist on basic requirements. 
Current wedding requirements mean that ceremonies can already be highly personalised,

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is too vague to ensure a dignified and proper marriage ceremony.

The "reception" can take place anywhere but where do you draw the line at "anywhere"

Please share your views below:

Difficult to make most of these venues to make the marriage dignified with witnesses etc.

The suggestions above seem more suitable as post marriage activities. Or just the sort of thing that hen nights and stag do's cover now, but they are not
NOT part of the marriage ceremony.

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Everything that is a legal requirement should be filled in at the marriage ceremony in the presence of witnesses to the marriage itself.

Consultation Question 55:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Reconsider this only if and when the suitable infrastructure is in place to give the necessary security

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

For the protection of either party, no marriage should go ahead without witnesses, and documents completed.

Consultation Question 58:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriages need to be in person, with all statements made, and documents signed at the ceremony and in front of witnesses.

The proposals above may apply (just) to buying a house for example, but not to something as important as marriage.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(1) the same fee as other cases in which the registration officer must travel to the person giving notice, set nationally on a cost-recovery basis; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Providing the distance travelled is still within the registration officer's normal area

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

But the registration officer can be free to waive charge if he/she so wishes.

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

None

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

I think all interviews should be in-person, to allow more possibility of detecting sham or forced marriage.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, but this is not enough - the officiant should also make sure that the ceremony itself upholds the dignity and solemnity of the wedding and the
marriage - not just the officiant's own behaviour.

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is far too significant a commitment to be entered into without a public declaration at that moment of consent and freedom to marry. It should
not be possible to become married without making those declarations in person, in public at the time of the ceremony.
The wording of the declarations should continue to be prescribed, as marriage is not just a private agreement, but a commitment and state that has legal
and public consequences.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There should be official safeguards to ensure that the full significance of the commitment of marriage is shown in the way the ceremony is celebrated. I
believe that if this proposal goes ahead, there is too much chance of the ceremony becoming trivialised. It could also mean that the focus is more on the
setting of the ceremony, and not on the actual commitment being made.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is important to retain the 'open doors' policy to protect people from forced marriages. Also, enabling entirely private ceremonies would reinforce the
false notion that marriage is a purely private matter - it ignores the fact that marriage has legal implications and in society.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If weddings were allowed to take place anywhere, this could easily trivialise the wedding ceremony and marriage itself. Even if the ceremony is required
to be 'dignified and safe', this is not a strong enough requirement and could mean that locations are chosen that completely undermine the significance
of the commitment being made.



Please share your views below:

It should not be possible to marry in a completely private location - a ceremony in a private home would wrongly suggest that marriage is a completely
private matter, when in fact marriage has implications legally and in society.
I also believe that 'gimmick' locations that would become legal in this way, for example in a rowing boat or whilst skydiving, or in a private jet or on an
airliner would significantly impact on the dignity of the ceremony, and would trivialise the commitment that is being made in marriage.
The law needs to ensure that there are sufficient safeguards in place to make sure the location really is appropriate and does not trivialise the wedding
ceremony or marriage.

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Only if there are strict guidelines to use when assessing the suitability of a location.

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, they should ensure that locations are safe and dignified, but only if these terms are defined very clearly. There should be strict safeguards to make
sure that officiants are consistent in disallowing locations that undermine the dignity of marriage. The significance of the commitment being made in a
wedding ceremony must be reflected in the ceremony, and there really must be enough clear guidance to prevent this being trivialised in the choice of
inappropriate locations.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

See answer to the first part of 52.

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 56:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There should be witnesses, to show the public nature of a marriage due to its legal implications for the couple. Surely the marriage must be signed and
registered in order for it to be legal?

Consultation Question 58:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I believe all parties should be present in order to marry.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

N/A

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

N/A

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

CofE marriage

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

None

Consultation Question 3:



Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

three days;

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

This would be sensible if one of the couple might have to make a long journey. Also for those who are handicapped or who would have difficulty travelling
- particularly relevant with the pandemic.
Safeguards regarding coercion by others off screen would have to be established.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Possibly if due to irretrievable disagreement or breakdown of trust between officient and couple.

Consultation Question 13:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

There should be no special rules for Anglican weddings.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Political, anti-establishement and denial beliefs.
Cults and extremist beliefs

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:



Please share your views below:

Absolutely. These organisations cannot be trusted to uphold the legality and spirit of the proceedings.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

No, as it could not be guarenteed that a specific office would have the correct training.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Uncertain as there is no background body with stated ethics to maintain any form of appraisal - unless some new body is created.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

There needs to be some form of assessment and certification rather than just a training course.

Consultation Question 32:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Most religious officients will be 'employed' by their organisation as are the current registrars, and therefore paid for their services. Non-religious belief
officients may well not be employed and should be able to charge for their time devoted to creating a personlised ceremony around the legal aspects of a
marriage in addition to their expenses.

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There will presumably regulations regarding the legal aspects. Guidance and recommendations might however be ignored.



Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I think there should be some form of re-authorisation every five years .

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

in the air, and/or

Please share your views below:

How ensure that a plane is still over England for Wales. Tethered balloon should be OK

Consultation Question 49:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Religious weddings should take place in consecrated places.
Non-religious belief weddings should not take place in a venue which is scared to a religion.
Civil weddings should not take place in a religious venue by definition.

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

The same way the a grant of approval is made currently, via the council

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Only if remote interview is not approved.

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 82:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Perhaps a reduced fee for those on disability benefits?

Consultation Question 83:

(2) there should be no fee.

Please expand on your answer:

On compassionate grounds - but would a doctor's letter be required?

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

My daughter wants a humanist wedding but will have to get married in a registry office before or after the humanist ceremony. It distresses her that the
actual marriage will not take place in fornt of all her friends and relatives.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:



Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUSM-K

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-03 23:46:43

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Individual

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Single

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Consultation Question 2:



Please share your views below:

N/A

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

N/A

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is a very low hurdle to reach.
Removal will increase the ability of non UK residents entering marriage plus anyone doing so under aliases and false identities.
It helps those using marriage in immoral and criminal endeavours plus forced and sham marriage.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But concerns that this could be abused in false/forced/sham marriage.

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

21 days ie appearing in person in 7 days reasonable as safeguard, 28 days is a short notice period in the context of the overwhelming majority of UK
marriages.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

No, this opens the door to forced/ sham/abusive marriages with the controller criminal in the background. This is both naive and stupid to even consider.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

No this is an uncommon exception but I would except Armed Forces oversees or at sea.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes in addition.
Agree with rare exceptions

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



This ensures well founded decisions and some safeguards

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Only if communicated 7 days in advance

Consultation Question 13:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

No Registrar or Church plus online

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

That is a bizarre idea.
There are risks to a wider number of licensed officiants.
A registration officer should be able to as this does enable diversity but does however offer safeguards against abuse.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There should be the equivalent of clerks in Holy Orders licensed to perform marriages.
Non religious belief marriages should require Registration Officers to perform the legal essentials in addition to whatever else may take place. British
residents do not want Las Vegas marriage rules or mometum towards them.

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Ridiculous, the Sealed Knot, Hells Angels, Manchester united even Accrington Stanley, Brit Natnl Party or any number of distasteful or obscene clubs and
organizations

Please share your views below:

Shouldn't be an option

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Need to license religious.......
20 members is an easy hurdle for non religious dubious entities let alone religious cults

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

No that excludes any opposition and is undemocratic to include any body promoting purposes contrary to public policy or the current law.
Having left EU seems like this a communist Chinese attitude to citizen/religious orgs

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Yes but proviso is equivalence to a Christian Minister but I believe should still be licensed as the breadth of orgs could be many.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But should be religious only

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But don't rely on their belief alone, witness child sex abuse religious and other



Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But not them alone

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There is no reason why one should not define fees + attendance expenses re remoter locations

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But the proposals to a great extent do bypass the dignity and solemnity of marriage .....with potentially occurring in many locations and potentially bizarre
situations and rituals.........there is as such a much wider context to dignity and solemnity beyond the legal words

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Should be a requirement of both org and Registry Office......the proposal is "washing hands" re problems

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Don't think you should have independants

Consultation Question 40:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Madness of the legal brain and age of judges can be the only explanation for a proposal out of line with most other licensing/authorisation should be 5-7
years max



Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The ceremony should follow and include a substantial standard format re the legal requirements including consent.
It must require Public observation of these proceedings/consent.
This is the minimum re Dignity and Solemnity.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As stated in other sections and proceeding 42, need standard format re Dignity and Solemnity plus public recognition.
Opens up frivolous, sham, club and populist marriage.

Consultation Question 44:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Clearly does not comply with current UK Equality legislation as there are many other Christian denominations plus other religious groups and
sub-divisions........see no reason to discriminate as proposed and should specify standard form to incorporate with minimal change for all religious groups

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is a public act and should remain so not least re safeguarding against various abuses

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Need to be carried out in accordance with Dignity and Solemnity

on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:



Makes a mockery of Dignity and Solemnity and open to abuse/frivolous marriage

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Public act

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

that gives Carte Blance should be limitations in legislation enforced by GRO.

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

As 51 legislation should stipulate and GRO be involved and enforce

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Guidance has little authority and is only a guide

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

GRO and rigorous monitoring re-licensing as now 5yearly

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

No

Please expand on your answer:

English or both

Consultation Question 56:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Witnesses essential

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This validates sham marriage and Fred West remarrying every year had he not killed himself, but Rosemary West could still pursue

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Wouldn't allow the prison weddings their a charade unless previous "common law"

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

there should be no remote recognition.....open to all kinds of abuse and misdemeanour

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

No

Consultation Question 71:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Don't agree original premise

Consultation Question 72:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As previous

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Shouldn't happen

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

None among my peers and family

Consultation Question 74:

No



Please expand on your answer:

No to initial premise

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(2) there should be no fee.

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:



No the current law does not discourage marriage, it ensures responsibility, dignity and solemnity and does not have to be costly.
The new proposals will lead to frivolous marriage, risk all types of shams, abuse etc and regular cyclical marriage and divorce which erodes societal
stability and distresses the individuals, friends and families especially children

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

These costs are acceptable it is the pomp bit which is expensive and theses proposals risk greater spending on extraordinary and different weddings

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

1 Is ok
2 Very limited outdoors......not private homes
3 believe basic legal form should be in all ceremonies mute if one should separate

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Crackers you ask about cost of cheap Civil and Religious ceremonies and then promote a Business opportunity.....misses the whole point that marriage is
a responsibility

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Concerns that 1 should in general do in E&W and 2 should do where they originate in most circumstances if non-resident

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

as above

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YU6A-A

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-03 23:53:15

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

NOT APPLICABLE

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

NOT APPLICABLE

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

IN A LEGALLY-BINDING MARRIAGE

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

NOT APPLICABLE

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

NOT APPLICABLE

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

NOT APPLICABLE

Consultation Question 2:



Please share your views below:

WE WOULD HAVE PREFERRED TO HAVE A CEREMONY IN THE HOTEL WHERE WE WERE TO HAVE THE RECEPTION BUT IN THOSE DAYS THIS WAS NOT A
LEGAL VENUE. WE HAD THE CEREMONY INSTEAD IN OUR LOCAL ANGLICAN CHURCH WHICH WAS LOVELY.

MY HUSBANDS NIECE AND HER FIANCE DID NOT WANT TO USE THE PRESCRIBED WORDS IN THEIR CHURCH CEREMONY SO MARRIED LEGALLY IN A
REGISTER OFFICE THEN HAD THEIR MARRIAGE BLESSED IN THE CHURCH.
IN FRANCE YOU NEED TO HAVE A CIVIL CEREMONY TO BE LEGALLY MARRIED, THEN CAN FOLLOW WITH A RELIGIOUS CEREMONY IF YOU WISH.

SO PEOPLE CAN EITHER WORK WITH BARRIERS (AS WE DID) OR WORK AROUND THEM AS DID MY HUSBAND'S NIECE. THE IMPORTANT THING IS THAT THE
LEGAL CEREMONY IS PUBLIC AND USES PRESCRIBED WORDS WHICH UNDERLINE THE SERIOUSNESS OF THE COMMITMENT THAT IS BEING MADE.

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

I DID NOT ATTEND ANY WEDDING DURING THE PANDEMIC BUT KNOW OF A NUMBER OF PEOPLE WHO HAVE DEFERRED THEIR WEDDING SO AS TO
ENABLE MORE GUESTS TO BE PRESENT.
WEDDINGS IN TIER 1-3 ARE CURRENTLY LIMITED TO 15 PEOPLE, AND NOT ALLOWED EXCEPT IN EXCEPTIONAL CIRCUMSTANCES IN TIER 4. IF A COUPLE IN
TIERS 1-3 WANT TO MARRY NOW, THEY HAVE THE OPTION OF DEFERRING THE RECEPTION UNTIL THEIR ANNIVERSARY AS IT IS DIFFICULT TO RESTRICT
CELEBRATIONS TO 15 PEOPLE, WITH THE INEVITABLE COMPLAINTS FROM RELATIVES THAT THEY ARE BEING EXCLUDED.
HOWEVER, I GET THAT IT IS UNSETTLING TO TRY TO ORGANISE A RECEPTION A YEAR HENCE, WHEN WE DON'T EVEN KNOW IF RESTRICTIONS WILL HAVE
LIFTED BY THEN. I GUESS THIS IS PROBABLY THE MAIN REASON WHY WEDDINGS HAVE BEEN PUT ON HOLD, RATHER THAN A LACK OF COMMITMENT TO
ONE ANOTHER.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

COUPLES MAY BE MOVING INTO AN AREA TO WORK WHICH IS NOT THE HOME TOWN OF EITHER PARTY HAVING MET AT COLLEGE FOR EXAMPLE.

Consultation Question 5:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

NOTICE ONLINE IS FINE PROVIDED THAT IN-PERSON INTERVIEWS ARE SEPARATELY AND WITH BOTH PEOPLE

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

THE PROPOSED MARRIAGE SHOULD BE PUBLICISED - I WOULD SUGGEST A MINIMUM OF SIX WEEKS. OTHERWISE OBJECTIONS TO THE MARRIAGE (ON
GROUNDS OF BIGAMY FOR EXAMPLE) WOULD NOT BE HEARD.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

MY MAIN CONCERN WOULD BE FOR UNDERAGE GIRLS BEING FORCED INTO ARRANGED MARRIAGES. IT WOULD BE EASY FOR AN UNDERAGE GIRL TO BE
DRESSED UP AND MADE UP TO LOOK TEN YEARS OLDER (COMMON PRACTICE FOR THOSE WANTING TO FLOUT RESTRICTIONS IN NIGHT CLUBS). THIS
WOULD ALMOST CERTAINLY NOT BE PICKED UP ON A VIDEO CALL.
PAEDOPHILES WILL STOP AT NOTHING INCLUDING THREATENING FAMILY/ PETS ETC.
NEITHER WOULD IT BE OBVIOUS ON A VIDEO CALL THAT SHE IS BEING THREATENED WHICH I THINK WOULD BE MORE APPARENT TO A REGISTRAR WHO
INTERVIEWS THEM IN PERSON.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

NOTICE SHOULD BE GIVEN IN THE AREA WHERE THEY ARE TO MARRY. 
 
IF A PARTICIPANT IS NORMALLY RESIDENT IN ANOTHER COMMONWEALTH COUNTRY OR AREA OF THE UK A SUPPLEMENTAL NOTICE SHOULD BE GIVEN 
WITH A VIEW TO ESTABLISHING THE LEGALITY OF THE INTENDED MARRIAGE THROUGH PUBLICISING IT AMONGST PEOPLE IN THE AREA THAT THEY



ACTUALLY LIVE.

Consultation Question 9:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

ONLINE NOTICE IS FINE PROVIDED THAT THERE IS ALSO A NOTICE GIVEN IN THE LOCALITY WHERE THEY ARE TO MARRY. SEE ALSO 8 ABOVE REGARDING
NORMAL PLACE OF RESIDENCY.
'ANYONE WHO KNOWS OF ANY LAWFUL IMPEDIMENT' NEEDS TO HAVE A CHANCE TO SEE THE NOTICE! (NOT EVERYBODY VIEWS ONLINE)

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

WEDDINGS MAY BE DELAYED FOR ANY REASON INCLUDING SICKNESS AND LOCKDOWN.

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

IT IS IMPORTANT FOR THE PUBLIC TO SEE THAT THE OFFICIANT IS SOMEONE WHO IS LEGALLY AUTHORISED TO CONDUCT WEDDINGS BUT ALSO THAT
ANY CHANGES IN PERSONNEL SHOULD NOT JEOPARDISE THE WEDDING. THIS MIGHT OCCUR THROUGH SICKNESS OR IF THE OFFICIANT IS REMOVED
FROM OFFICE.
THE UPDATED SCHEDULE SHOULD BE PUBLISHED AS SOON AS IT IS KNOWN.

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

SEE ABOVE; ALTHOUGH IT IS PREFERABLE TO RETAIN THE ORIGINAL OFFICIANT THERE ARE CIRCUMSTANCES WHERE THEY MAY BE UNABLE TO OFFICIATE.
WHEREVER POSSIBLE THIS SHOULD BE NOTIFIED BY USE OF AN AMENDED SCHEDULE.

Please share your views below:

AS STATED IN 11 A SUBSTITUTE OFFICIANT SHOULD BE ABLE TO ACT WHERE THE ORIGINAL OFFICIANT IS REMOVED FROM OFFICE.

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

AS STATED IN 8, NOTICE (OR BANNS) SHOULD BE GIVEN IN THE COUNTRY WHERE A PARTICIPANT IS NORMALLY RESIDENT IF THIS IS NOT THE COUNTRY
WHERE THEY ARE TO MARRY. THIS IS TO ESTABLISH THE LEGALITY OF THE MARRIAGE BY REFERENCE TO PEOPLE WHO KNOW THE PARTICIPANT
PERSONALLY.

Consultation Question 14:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

NOT KNOWING WHAT THE CURRENT RULES ARE THIS IS DIFFICULT TO ANSWER BUT IF A CHURCH IS INJURED BY WAR DAMAGE, I WOULD SUGGEST THAT
IT IS AN UNSUITABLE VENUE FOR A WEDDING DUE TO THE PHYSICAL INSTABILITY OF THE BUILDING.

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

AS STATED IN 8, BANNS (NOTICES) SHOULD BE PUBLICISED WHEREVER THE PARTICIPANTS NORMALLY LIVE. SO IF ANY PARTICIPANT IS NORMALLY
RESIDENT ELSEWHERE, INCLUDING ABROAD, THE BANNS (NOTICES ) SHOULD BE PUBLISHED THERE TOO.

Consultation Question 16:



Please share your views below:

ABSOLUTELY ON BOTH POINTS - THIS IS ONLY EQUIVALENT TO THE FACE TO FACE INTERVIEWS IN QUESTION 5.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

THIS WOULD BE NECESSARY FOR THE CLERGY TO FULFILL THEIR OBLIGATIONS UNDER QUESTION 16 SO DEFINITELY YES.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

1. BANNS ARE EQUIVALENT TO NOTICES IN A CIVIL SETTING; THERE IS NO REASON WHY THEY SHOULD BE REPLACED BY THEM IF THE MARRIAGE IS TO
TAKE PLACE IN A CHURCH
2. FACE TO FACE INTERVIEWS SHOULD TAKE PLACE IN EITHER SETTING AND THE ANGLICAN VICAR SHOULD CONSIDER THIS PART OF THEIR ROLE TO BE
AS IMPORTANT AS OFFICIATING

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

MINISTERS DO THIS JOB IN RELIGIOUS WEDDINGS

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

PROVIDED THAT THE REGISTRATION OFFICER HAS DONE THE PRELIMINARY WORK THOROUGHLY THERE SHOULD BE NO NEED FOR A SECOND OFFICER

Consultation Question 22:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I DON'T BELIEVE THAT OFFICE ALONE SHOULD BE THE DETERMINING FACTOR. EACH OFFICIANT SHOULD BE RECOMMENDED BY VIRTUE OF THEIR
CHARACTER NOT POSITION, THUS ENSURING ACCOUNTABILITY TO THE ORGANISATION PROPOSING THEM.

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

HUMANISM IS A FORM OF RELIGION

Please share your views below:



I DO NOT BELIEVE THAT OTHER ORGANISATIONS, FOR INSTANCE THE NATIONAL TRUST, SHOULD CONDUCT WEDDINGS FOR THE FOLLOWING REASONS:
1. THERE IS ALREADY A CHOICE OF RELIGIOUS AND SECULAR WEDDINGS PLUS THE PROPOSED NON-RELIGIOUS WEDDING.
2. MEETINGS OF SUCH ORGANISATIONS WOULD GENERALLY NOT ACCOMODATE NON-MEMBERS WHEREAS WEDDINGS ARE SUPPOSED TO BE OPEN TO
THE GENERAL PUBLIC.
3. OTHER ORGANISATIONS DO NOT REPRESENT A WHOLE LIFE VIEW' BUT RATHER A SPECIAL INTEREST. AS SUCH THEY ARE NOT IN A POSITION TO
SUPPORT THOSE WHO HIT ISSUES EARLY IN MARRIAGE.
4. SOME SUCH ORGANISATIONS ARE FRIVOLOUS AND WOULD NOT REFLECT THE SOLEMNITY OF MARRIAGE - I ENVISAGE A MARRIAGE AT A 'TREKKY'
CONVENTION WITH PARTICIPANTS DRESSED AS CREW MEMBERS OR EVEN ALIENS.

Consultation Question 25:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I WOULD ADD THAT THE ORGANISATION HAS BEEN IN EXISTENCE FOR AT LEAST TWO YEARS. THERE ARE CHURCHES WHICH ARE ONE-MAN BANDS, HERE
TODAY AND GONE TOMORROW.
PART OF THE EXPECTATION OF A RELIGIOUS MARRIAGE IS THAT THE COMMUNITY IS VOWING TO SUPPORT THE COUPLE. BUT WHERE THAT COMMUNITY
CEASES TO FUNCTION THEY WOULD NOT BE IN A POSITION TO SUPPORT A COUPLE WHO GO THROUGH DIFFICULTIES IN THEIR MARRIAGE.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

IF THE ORGANISATION PROMOTES UNLAWFUL PURPOSES, SUCH AS TERRORISM, THEN THIS SHOULD BE INVESTIGATED AND THE ORGANISATION
DISBANDED IF APPROPRIATE. COUPLES SCHEDULED TO MARRY THROUGH THAT ORGANISATION SHOULD BE OFFERED ALTERNATIVE VENUES.
'CONTRARY TO PUBLIC POLICY' IS A DIFFERENT MATTER; SOME REGISTRARS HAVE LOST THEIR POSITION DUE TO OPPOSITION TO SAME-SEX MARRIAGE.
WHILST THIS MIGHT NOT BE ACCEPTABLE IN A SECULAR VENUE, IT SHOULD BE NOTED THAT MANY RELIGIOUS ORGANISATIONS OPPOSE SAME-SEX
MARRIAGE ON THE GROUNDS OF THEIR FAITH AND SHOULD NOT THEREBY BE PREVENTED FROM OFFICIATING AT TRADITIONAL MAN-WIFE WEDDINGS.
OTHERWISE THIS WOULD BE DISCRIMINATION ON THE GROUNDS OF RELIGION.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

NO, ORGANISATIONS WHETHER RELIGIOUS OR NON-RELIGIOUS, SHOULD TAKE RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE PEOPLE THAT THEY NOMINATE. IN THIS WAY
THE OFFICIANT IS ACCOUNTABLE TO THE ORGANISATION THAT NOMINATED THEM.

IT WOULD NOT BE POSSIBLE TO DETERMINE THE GOOD CHARACTER OF A PROPOSED REGISTRAR SIMPLY BY REFERENCE TO THEIR OFFICE. IN- DEPTH
INTERVIEWS SHOULD FIRST TAKE PLACE TO ENSURE THAT THE PERSON IS, FOR EXAMPLE, NOT LIKELY TO TAKE BRIBES TO OFFICIATE AT WEDDINGS
INVOLVING UNDERAGE GIRLS.

Consultation Question 28:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

THIS WOULD SEEM TO BE A REASONABLE STEP PROVIDED THAT IF ANYONE IS STRUCK OFF THE REGISTER, WEDDINGS THEY HAVE CONDUCTED ARE NOT
AUTOMATICALLY DECLARED INVALID,( ALTHOUGH THEY MIGHT NEED TO BE INVESTIGATED IF THERE IS ANY SUSPICION REGARDING THEIR VALIDITY ON
OTHER GROUNDS).

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

SEE 27; OFFICIANTS NEED TO BE PROPOSED BY AN ORGANISATION SO THAT THEY ARE ACCOUNTABLE TO THAT ORGANISATION. INDEPENDENT
OFFICIANTS ARE ACCOUNTABLE TO NOBODY AND AS SUCH COULD CONTINUE TO ALLOW ILLEGAL WEDDINGS TO TAKE PLACE UNTIL THEY ARE CAUGHT.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

SEE 27, PROPOSED OFFICIANTS SHOULD BE INTERVIEWED AND ASSESSED BY THE ORGANISATION WHICH PROPOSES THEM TO ALLOW FOR PROPER
ACCOUNTABILITY.

Consultation Question 31:



No

Please expand on your answer:

I DO NOT AGREE WITH INDEPENDENT OFFICIANTS. WHILST IT IS IMPORTANT TO UNDERSTAND THE LEGAL REQUIREMENTS AND KEEP UP TO DATE WITH
DEVELOPMENTS, THAT DOES NOT EQUATE TO FOLLOWING THOSE REQUIREMENTS.
OFFICIANTS PROPOSED BY ORGANISATIONS REMAIN ACCOUNTABLE TO THOSE ORGANISATIONS FOR THEIR CONDUCT.

Consultation Question 32:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

OFFICIANTS SHOULD MAKE A CHARGE COMMENSURATE WITH THE WORK THEY HAVE UNDERTAKEN. IT WOULD BE REASONABLE TO INSIST THAT THEY
DO NOT GET INVOLVED WITH OTHER ASPECTS OF THE WEDDING SUCH AS DECOR WHEREBY THEY COULD ARTIFICIALLY INFLATE PRICES - SO NO
PACKAGE DEALS

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I DISAGREE WITH INDEPENDENT OFFICIANTS FOR THE REASONS ALREADY MENTIONED -SEE 29

Consultation Question 34:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

1. I DONT AGREE WITH INDEPENDENT OFFICIANTS FOR THE REASONS MENTIONED IN 29
2. CLEARLY A CELEBRANT CANNOT BOTH BE RELIGIOUS AND NON-RELIGIOUS. THIS LACKS CREDIBILITY

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

WHILST A MARRIAGE IS A JOYFUL OCCASION, IT SHOULD NOT BE THE OCCASION FOR SILLINESS AND FRIVOLITY. OFFICIANTS SHOULD HAVE THE POWER
TO HALT PROCEEDINGS UNTIL GUESTS CALM DOWN IF, FOR EXAMPLE, THEY ARE DRUNK OR IF TEMPERS ARE FLARING.
HOWEVER, THEY NEED TO BALANCE THIS WITH THE REQUIREMENT TO KEEP THE MARRIAGE CEREMONY OPEN TO THE PUBLIC.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

OBVIOUSLY OFFICIANTS NEED TO BE UPDATED ON CHANGES TO LEGISLATION OR PRACTICE

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

OFFICIANTS SHOULD REMAIN ACCOUNTABLE TO THE ORGANISATION THAT NOMINATED THEM. IF THEY FAIL TO ACT WITH INTEGRITY AND
PROFESSIONALISM THAT ORGANISATION SHOULD SEEK TO WITHDRAW THEIR AUTHORISATION AS THEIR CONDUCT REFLECTS BADLY ON THE
ORGANISATION.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

THERE SHOULD BE A TIMETABLE -I WOULD SUGGEST THREE DAYS - BETWEEN A COMPLAINT AND INVESTIGATION BY THE ORGANISATION WHO 
PROPOSED AN OFFICIANT. THE OFFICIANT WOULD NOT BE ABLE TO CONDUCT WEDDINGS UNTIL THE COMPLAINT WAS EITHER UPHELD OR 
OVERTURNED.



THE ORGANISATION SHOULD REPORT THEIR FINDINGS TO THE GENERAL REGISTER OFFICE WITHIN THREE WEEKS. 
IF THEY FAIL TO TAKE EITHER OF THESE STEPS - INVESTIGATION AND REPORTING - THE OFFICIANT SHOULD BE DE-AUTHORISED AUTOMATICALLY.

Consultation Question 39:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I DISAGREE IN PRINCIPAL WITH INDEPENDENT OFFICIANTS.

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

AS THERE WOULD BE A REQUIREMENT FOR CONTINUING PROFESSIONAL EDUCATION, IT WOULD APPEAR REASONABLE THAT SUBJECT TO THE OFFICIANT
UNDERSTANDING NEW REGULATIONS OR PRACTICES, THEY SHOULD NOT BE DEBARRED BY THEIR AGE FROM CONTINUING TO ACT AS OFFICIANTS

Consultation Question 41:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

ENGAGING WITH CONTINUING PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT DOES NOT EQUATE TO FOLLOWING GUIDELINES. I DISAGREE IN PRINCIPAL TO
INDEPENDENT OFFICIANTS

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

1. A ORAL CONSENT SHOULD BE REQUIRED EXCEPT WHERE THE PARTICIPANT IS PHYSICALLY UNABLE TO EXPRESS THEMSELVES ORALLY, IN WHICH CASE
BRITISH SIGN LANGUAGE COULD BE USED;. WHERE THE PARTICIPANT'S FIRST LANGUAGE IS NOT ENGLISH, IT WOULD BE REASONABLE FOR THEM TO
CONDUCT THE ENTIRE CEREMONY IN THEIR OWN LANGUAGE WITH INTERPRETERS ON HAND TO ENSURE THAT THE CEREMONY IS PROPERLY
UNDERSTOOD. THE AIM IS TO ENSURE THAT BOTH PARTICIPANTS FULLY UNDERSTAND THE IMPORTANCE OF THE COMMITTMENT BEING MADE
B THE ISSUE OF LAWFUL IMPEDIMENT NEEDS TO BE ADDRESSED DURING THE CEREMONY AS THIS MAY BE THE ONLY OPPORTUNITY FOR MEMBERS OF
THE PUBLIC TO OBJECT.
2. WHILST CONSENT SHOULD BE ESTABLISHED DURING THE PRELIMINARIES, IT SHOULD BE RE-ITERATED DURING THE WEDDING AS THIS IS A PUBLIC
PROCLAMATION OF INTENT
3. THE MARRIAGE DOCUMENT SHOULD BE ADDITIONAL TO ORAL CONSENT, AS LASTING PROOF OF CONSENT
4. A MARRIAGE SHOULD BE FORMED AT THE POINT WHEN BOTH PARTIES HAVE ORALLY CONSENTED TO BE MARRIED (WHICH IS AFTER RAISING THE
QUESTION OF LAWFUL IMPEDIMENT)

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

THE PARTIES INVOLVED HAVE THE RIGHT TO CHOOSE A RELIGIOUS, SECULAR OR (PROPOSED) NON-RELIGIOUS CEREMONY.
HOWEVER, NOTHING SHOULD DETRACT FROM THE SERIOUSNESS OF THE VOWS THAT THEY ARE MAKING. THESE ARE NOT JUST VOWS THAT THEY ARE
MAKING TO ONE ANOTHER, BUT ARE A PUBLIC DECLARATION OF INTENT. AS STATED IN 35 WEDDINGS ARE NOT THE OCCASION FOR SILLINESS OR
FRIVOLITY BUT SHOULD REFLECT THE FACT THAT PARTIES ARE MAKING A LIFELONG COMMITMENT TO ONE ANOTHER.

Consultation Question 44:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I AGREE SUBJECT TO MY RESPONSES TO 42 AND 43:
* THERE NEEDS TO BE ORAL CONSENT EXCEPT WHERE THE PARTICIPANTS ARE UNABLE TO COMMUNICATE ORALLY
* THERE NEEDS TO BE AN OPPORTUNITY FOR OBJECTION BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC TO AN ILLEGAL MARRIAGE
* THE CEREMONY NEEDS TO BE DIGNIFIED SO THAT NOTHING DETRACTS FROM THE SOLEMNITY OF THE OCCASION



Consultation Question 45:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

THERE ARE PEOPLE WHO FOR ONE REASON OR ANOTHER CANNOT MARRY IN CHURCH, USUALLY BECAUSE ONE OF THE PARTNERS IS DIVORCED.
IF THEY ARE RELIGIOUS THEY MAY WANT TO MARRY IN CHURCH; A WAY AROUND THIS IS FOR THEM TO MAKE THEIR VOWS IN A CIVIL CEREMONY
FOLLOWED BY A MARRIAGE BLESSING IN CHURCH.
I SEE NO REASON WHY THIS FORMULA CANNOT BE FOLLOWED BUT IF FOR ANY REASON THIS PROVES IMPOSSIBLE THEN I THINK THEY SHOULD BE
ALLOWED TO INCLUDE SOME RELIGIOUS CONTENT IN A CIVIL CEREMONY PROVIDED THAT:
* THE OFFICIANT IS IN AGREEMENT
* THE RELIGIOUS CONTENT IS LIMITED TO PRAYERS OR WORDS USED IN MAKING THE VOWS, RATHER THAN SINGING

Please share your views below:

* PRAYERS FOR THE COUPLE BEING MARRIED (THESE NEEDN'T NOT BE SAID BY THE OFFICIANT). . I LISTENED IN ONLINE TO A SECULAR FUNERAL
RECENTLY WHERE THE SERVICE FINISHED WITH THE LORDS PRAYER AND IT DIDN'T SEEM OUT OF PLACE
* REFERENCE TO BEING JOINED TOGETHER IN THE SIGHT OF GOD. AS ALL MARRIAGES ARE IN THE SIGHT OF GOD, WHETHER OR NOT PEOPLE ARE
BELIEVERS

HOWEVER, IF SINGING WERE TO BE INCLUDED, THIS WOULD COMMEND THE MARRIAGE AS OSTENSIBLY RELIGIOUS

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

THIS IS AN IMPORTANT PROVISION FOR THOSE WHO CANNOT HAVE A LEGAL MARRIAGE IN CHURCH AS ONE OF THE PARTIES IS DIVORCED.
PROVISIONS TO ALLOW RELIGIOUS WORDS TO BE USED IN CIVIL CEREMONIES SHOW SENSITIVITY TO THE COUPLE BEING MARRIED (WHO PROBABLY ARE
ADAMANT NOT TO MAKE THE SAME MISTAKES AGAIN)
HOWEVER, A MARRIAGE BLESSING IS PREFERRED FOR MANY AS THEY FEEL (WRONGLY IN MY OPINION) THAT GOD IS NOT IN AGREEMENT WITH THEIR
MARRIAGE IF THEY AREN'T IN CHURCH. AS THIS BELIEF IS FOUNDATIONAL TO THE FUTURE SUCCESS OF THEIR MARRIAGE, THEY SHOULD RETAIN THIS
OPTION.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A WEDDING IS A PUBLIC EVENT WITH IMPORTANCE FOR THE COMMUNITY AT LARGE. IT IS VITALLY IMPORTANT THAT PEOPLE WITNESS THE EVENT TO
AVOID ANY FUTURE DISAGREEMENT, ALSO THAT THEY HAVE THE OPTION TO CHALLENGE THE MARRIAGE ON THE GROUNDS OF EG. BIGAMY.
TO RE-ITERATE A WEDDING IS NOT A PRIVATE EVENT, BUT HAS IMPACT ON THE COMMUNITY AT LARGE.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

WEDDING VENUES SHOULD BE ACCESSIBLE TO ANY MEMBER OF THE GENERAL PUBLIC WHO WANTS TO ATTEND, GIVEN THAT MARRIAGE IS A PUBLIC
AFFAIR.

ALSO, THE VENUE SHOULD REFLECT THE SOLEMNITY OF THE OCCASION, AS THE PARTICIPANTS ARE MAKING VOWS WHICH HAVE LIFELONG
SIGNIFICANCE.

outdoors,

Please share your views below:

OUTDOORS WOULD BE FINE PROVIDED THAT THE WEATHER WAS FINE, OTHERWISE THIS MIGHT BE PROHIBITIVE FOR CERTAIN MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 
WHO MIGHT OTHERWISE ATTEND. OUTDOORS IN A LARGE MARQUEE WOULD BE REASONABLE AS THIS WOULD BOTH PROVIDE SHELTER AND BE OF A 
SIZE WHICH COULD ACCOMMODATE ANY MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC WHO SHOULD WISH TO ATTEND THE CEREMONY. 
* INLAND WATERS COULD BE DANGEROUS, AND WOULD CERTAINLY NOT BE ACCESSIBLE TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC. NEITHER DO I THINK IT WOULD 
CONTRIBUTE TO THE SOLEMNITY OF THE OCCASION IF THE BOAT WERE TO LURCH ON CHOPPY WATER 
* IN THE AIR WOULD NOT PROVIDE FOR PUBLIC ACCESS TO THE WEDDING CEREMONY. THERE IS ALSO THE ISSUE OF TURBULENCE, WHICH LIKEWISE 
WOULD DETRACT FROM THE SOLEMNITY OF THE OCCASION.



* PRIVATE HOMES WOULD NOT NORMALLY BE ACCESSIBLE TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC, BUT A WEDDING TAKING PART IN SUCH A VENUE COULD STILL BE
DIGNIFIED OCCASION.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

THIS IS A MAJOR CONCERN; THE REASON WHY WEDDINGS SHOULD BE PUBLICALLY ACCESSIBLE IS TO PREVENT FORCED OR FRAUDULENT WEDDINGS.

ALSO, THE VOWS WHICH ARE BEING MADE ARE A PUBLIC DECLARATION OF INTENT OF A LIFELONG COMMITTMENT; THIS IS OF PUBLIC INTEREST AND
NOT JUST A PRIVATE MATTER.

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

THE VENUE IS THE WEDDING SETTING AND REFLECTS THE BELIEF SYSTEM OF THE PARTICIPANTS. TO HAVE ONE KIND OF WEDDING IN A DIFFERENT
SETTING CAUSES CONFUSION. ALSO AS PREVIOUSLY STATED THE CONGREGATION IN A RELIGIOUS SETTING (AND ONE SHOULD HOPE ALSO IN A
NON-RELIGIOUS SETTING) HAVE A RESPONSIBILITY TO SUPPORT THE COUPLE GETTING MARRIED.

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

THERE SHOULD BE ACCEPTABLE AND UNACCEPTABLE LOCATIONS. FROM MY PREVIOUS ANSWERS ' IN THE AIR' WOULD BE UNACCEPTABLE.
THERE WOULD HOWEVER BE A ROLE FOR THE OFFICIANT IN DECIDING WHETHER A PARTICULAR OUTDOOR LOCATION WOULD HELP OR HINDER THE
SOLEMNITY OF THE OCCASION.

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

THIS WOULD HELP TO CURB SOME EXCESSES ( SUCH AS GETTING MARRIED WHILST PARACHUTING) BUT LOOKING AT THE PREVIOUS EXAMPLES, I DON'T
SEE HOW GETTING MARRIED IN THE AIR (WITH THE POTENTIAL FOR TURBULENCE) OR ON A LAKE ( WITH THE POTENTIAL FOR CAPSIZE) COULD
CONTRIBUTE TO A DIGNIFIED CEREMONY.
ALSO THE QUESTION OF ACCESSIBILITY HAS NOT BEEN MENTIONED. WEDDINGS SHOULD BE ACCESSIBLE TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC (AND DDA
COMPLIANT)

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I BELIEVE THAT SOME VENUES ARE INTRINSICALLY UNSAFE AND DO NOT CONTRIBUTE TO THE DIGNITY OF THE OCCASION. ALSO THAT ALL VENUES
SHOULD BE ACCESSIBLE TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC.

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

THIS WOULD ASSIST WEDDING VENUES IN PROMOTING THEIR VENUE AND REDUCE UNCERTAINTY

Please share your views below:

THESE WOULD BE APPROVED BY THE GENERAL REGISTER OFFICE FOLLOWING POSITIVE FEEDBACK FROM PARTICIPANTS AND OFFICIANTS. POSITIVE 
FEEDBACK WOULD BE IN THE FOLLOWING AREAS: 
* AFFORDABILITY 
* SUITABILITY WITH REGARD TO THE DIGNITY OF THE OCCASION 
* ACCESSIBILITY (INCLUDING DDA COMPLIANCE)



* SAFETY AND CLEANLINESS

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I AM NOT CONVINCED THAT ELECTRONIC REGISTRATION COULD EVER BE SECURE ENOUGH. HACKERS ARE INGENIOUS AT BY-PASSING CONTROLS AND
AMENDING DOCUMENTS.
IF ELECTRONIC REGISTRATION WERE INTRODUCED, IT SHOULD BE BACKED UP BY A PAPER RECORD

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

2. THERE SHOULD ALWAYS BE WITNESSES
3. THE MARRIAGE SHOULD ALWAYS BE REGISTERED BUT A FAILURE TO SIGN THE SCHEDULE SHOULD BE BROUGHT TO THE ATTENTION OF THE COUPLE
AND RECTIFIED

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

FOR VARYING REASONS, A COUPLE MAY NOT BE ABLE TO COHABIT AFTER GETTING MARRIED, INCLUDING SICKNESS OR ABSENCE DUE TO MILITARY
SERVICE. HOWEVER, IF THERE IS NO COHABITATION AFTER A YEAR, THIS SHOULD BE INVESTIGATED.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



IF THERE IS A REGISTER OF OFFICIANTS THIS SHOULD NOT OCCUR, BUT YOUNG COUPLES ARE MORE LIKELY, THROUGH THEIR ENTHUSIASM FOR EACH
OTHER, TO BE MISLED BY FRAUDULENT OFFICIANTS

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

THIS HELPS TO AVOID ABUSE OF THE TERMINALLY ILL PERSON BY GOLD-DIGGERS

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

SIMPLIFICATION

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

1. AGREED
2.-4. THIS IS OPEN TO ABUSE

No

Please expand on your answer:

SEE ABOVE

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

ACCESSIBILITY TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC WHO SHOULD BE ALLOWED TO WITNESS A WEDDING - MARRIAGE IS A MATTER OF PUBLIC INTEREST NOT JUST
PERSONAL PREFERENCE
POTENTIAL DANGERS!

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:



SEE 68

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

SEE ABOVE. MARRIAGE IS A MATTER OF PUBLIC INTEREST NOT JUST OF PRIVATE PREFERENCE. HENCE A MARRIAGE CEREMONY SHOULD BE ACCESSIBLE
TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

SEE 70

Consultation Question 72:

No

Please expand on your answer:

SEE 70

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I DON'T ACCEPT THAT WEDDINGS SHOULD TAKE PLACE ON BOARD SHIPS BECAUSE OF THE AFOREMENTIONED PUBLIC NATURE OF MARRIAGE. TO
PERFORM A WEDDING CEREMONY LIMITS ATTENDANCE AND AVOIDS THE POTENTIAL FOR A WEDDING TO BE CHALLENGED, FOR INSTANCE ON THE
GROUNDS OF BIGAMY

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I DON'T THINK THERE SHOULD BE WEDDINGS ON BOARD SHIPS

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

SEE ABOVE

Consultation Question 74:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

WEDDINGS SHOULD NOT TAKE PLACE ON BOARD SHIPS
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:



Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

"Modernisers" have already destroyed much of the fabic of civil society since the 1960s. They always allege they are improving things yet they destroy
instead.
For a couple making what should be the most significant decision of their lives and something that will bind them together for life (hopefully) why would
you wish to introduce a system that allows people to pick "popular" registration districts? What are you creating a "league table" with districts competing
to attract couples?

Consultation Question 5:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

There is only one possible reason to consider these steps: if the couple can provide genuine reasons why the cannot live in the registration district at that
time.
E.g. serving with the armed forces. in hospital etc.

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Oh yes? And who is going to be the arbiter of "sham, force or ability to consent as discerned over a video link?"

What safeguards are you going to put in place?

We've already had plenty of examples of people trying (and often succeeding) to cheat the system when getting U.K. driving licences under "modern"
procedures that were introduced to "improve" the system.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

And just how many times does that problem crop up to worth even considering?

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Provided that online doesn't become the ONLY place.

Consultation Question 10:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It opens the door to last minute swaps to get "trendy on message" officiants into the frame.

Consultation Question 12:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Provided the powers that be choose the substitute, not the parties being married.

Please share your views below:

No

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Why would you wish to restrict the area of publication?

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Absolutely.
1) Anyone afraid of showing documentary proof must have something to hide.

2) Yes. Perhaps one last chance to see if their is anything wrong/coercion etc being applied to one of the party.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes.. Again why would they not do so, unless bigamy etc is hiding behind one of them?

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

It's a church wedding therefore church preliminaries.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Help to keep everything compliant with the law.

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Is this some form of cost-cutting man-power saving exercise?
In the case of "fraudulent" marriages it might be possible to find one bent officiant, but much harder to find 2 or more.

Consultation Question 22:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The Church's job to decide. If they wish it, then fine.

Consultation Question 23:

No

Please expand on your answer:

2 above is particularly troubling. Just what type of person would end up being allowed to officiate?

Consultation Question 24:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

The intention seems grand but the opening up of paths to any and all non-secular organisation opens a can of worms as to which loonies get to play.

Wait until you have to tell the "Klingon" devotees they can't play.

Please share your views below:

Good idea. Now let's see you implement it without falling foul of some cash happy discrimination lawyer.

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

20 members: covers just about every fruit-cake gathering on the planet!

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

A bear pit created by your own meddling in these matters in trying to create a "marriages done by all and sundry for all and sundry" world.

That contrary to "public policy" covers exactly what? Are you hoping the C of E etc can be excluded from performing a religous wedding ceromony of their
beliefs cause them to be in opposition to government policy (e.g. same sex marriage)?

And morality? Just who defines the rules on that one? Not so long ago the same sex marriage people would have been regarded as immoral.

Very dangerous ground indeed you are treading.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Why not?

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

With emphasis on the "fit and proper" bit.

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

We definitely need to prevent the officiants turning themselves into wedding "celebrity" officiants.

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Directly contradicts your proposal in Q32.
There new game of “marriages done by all and sundry for all and sundry in every which place" is likely to create a league table of "popular"
officiants/places. Is marriage going to become just another commercial opportunity for the egos and money-grabbers of society?

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Conflict of interest

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Now spell it out as to just what that means as one persons dignity is another's licence to intoduce farce.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Going to get tricky when you try to bring all the non-religious under that banner.

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Their own organisation should control them in the first instance.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Because there will be times when that is necessary. Serves you right, you chose to go down this path.

Consultation Question 39:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Shouldn't even need saying

Consultation Question 40:

No

Please expand on your answer:

They should be reviewed for the suitability say every 5 years.

Consultation Question 41:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Just what are you definng as continued personal development? Or is that just another money making "attend such and such a course very year" game so
beloved by parasitic consultants and trainers in today's world?

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

You tried to lump too much into one question! Deliberately methinks.
1a) Just what do you define as "orally or otherwise?" Disregarding someone with a medical condition that would prevent them speaking what are you
allowing instead? Mime and dance? Coordinated juggling? Klingon bonding rituals?
There is a beauty and a meaning in the prescribed words of the marriage service. And it it possible already for couples to add to them. If these wannabe
brides and grooms don't like the marriage service then why are they electing to take part? Is this just to pander to the "it's something to do" "big day out
big party night" so beloved of modern society that knows the value of nothing, led and fed by trash TV?

1b) There is absolutely no reason why this should be considered. Why are they suddenly to be struck mute on declaring no impediment if they were
happy to sign a form to that effect?

Where in all this is there a requirement for both parties to actually be present at the ceremony?

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Such a simple proposal isn't it? A quiet stiletto into the ribs of the dignity and solemnity of the marriage ceremony as it currently stands. Also runs entirely
against the "fit and proper, dignity and solemnity“ smokescreen you’ve been using to fiddle these proposals through.

The marriage ceremony is a formalised social ceremony recognised in law and by the public as the beginning of the union these two people are willig to
enter into. It is not an "event" to be schedules around the whims and needs of egos and business opportunists. How long before "the form" defined by
the couple becomes a league table game on Facebook/Twitter/YouTube for the biggest excess, the most stupid, the most unsuitable etc etc?
Dignity/solemnity and anything else down the drain in favour of the me me me people.

Marriage is a serious step and it should be ceremonised in exactly the same way. They want a themed party: do it after the wedding. Though that kind of
mentality isn't really taking marriage that seriously is it?

Consultation Question 44:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yet another proposal that tries to cover too much ground/possibilities in what it lays out.
The form of religious wedding ceremonies and who can have them should remain entirely with the jurisdiction of said organisations. It is of no business
of the law.

Consultation Question 45:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Just another group of people who want their cake and eat it.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If people have to have a civil ceremony (for watever reason) why should anyone prevent them fro having a religious ceremony after (provided their desire
doesn't run counter to the religious organisation's belief system?

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Why should a wedding be closed to the public? The parties concerned are making a public declaration to join in marriage.

Are we to see "bouncers" on the doors of churches and register offices etc to keep out the uninvited to this private party of what should be a very public
event?

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Get real. That would open them up to every Tom, Dick and Harry who wanted to add on an extra attraction to their business, never mind the kind of
couples for whom this is a chance to get some really bizarre stuff onto the internet to get some clicks.

The marriage ceremony has dignity and gravitas, as should anything so important to the parties involved. It should not be messed about with for the sake
of the idiots in society.

Please share your views below:

Why? Apart from satisfying the egos of the participants and providing business opportunities to the exploiters in society?
There may be a case to allow certain church buildings that currently can't be used (because the church doesn't own them) but in general if marriage is to
be giventhe status that matches its importance then the suitability of the building/place is also highly important.

And who is policing for "safe and dignified" in these places? Private homes is going to be a big minefield. Cash cow for the lawyers no doubt when they
challenge a refusal.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Yet again an example of opening up the can of worms that makes marriage into something private.

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Provided they are required to meet certain criteria and it's not just a case of their say so, which would open the door to anything goes.

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Now tell us what that guidance will be. Anybody can propose an open ended idea like that. Let's see some concrete evidence of the tests for "safe and
dignified".

Incidently how come all this revision of places/buildings is taking place when there is already a pretty detailed document:

from HM Passport Office:
TheRegistrarGeneral'sguidance fortheapprovalofpremisesas venuesforcivilmarriages andcivilpartnershipsSeventhedition (revisedDecember 2019)

Yes, revised DEC 2019!

Consultation Question 53:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Define frequently!

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Yet another chip away at the whole ceremony.
It's easy enough for the documentation to be transcribed into electronic form anyway so why deprive the couple of something that links them to a
ceremony that runs back through generations?

Do we ask olympic medallists to settle for having their avhievements just noted in the electronic records and skip the medals bit?

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Absence of witnesses? Get real.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If they are not cohabitating why did they marry?
Opens the door to all the old exploitation games.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Hard to see why that is of any real concern. Are you proposing that the power of the law should fall upon them when their status is taken into account?

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Provided that means it is indefinte.

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Detained in a prison is especially troublesome. Marrying convicted murderers who will remain behind bars is bizarre to say the least.

Housebound: care needed to avoid exploitation.

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Provided all haste is made for someone with not long to live.

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Needs a much better explanation for the need to do this. You have just created a possibility of a wedding at which all the participants are in different
places during the process.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Yet another example of trying to expand the wedding locations business.

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

More of the "Weddings are business and cash-flow" game.

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Literally getting yourselves into deep water on this aren't you?

Consultation Question 72:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

What is this market research 101?

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees



Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Needs careful watching. Local authorities see such opportunities as nice little earners resulting in fees that vary widely.

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Register office charges should apply on compassionate grounds

Consultation Question 83:

(2) there should be no fee.

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

The only thing in current law that prevents couples getting married is the cost of divorce! Blame the lawyers fairly and squarely for that one. 



Difficulty in getting married? I don't think so. 
I had no problem in courting my wife for nearly 5 years back in the late 60s (you know during those alleged swinging 60s) and I was proud to stand in
church and make my vows with her in a ceremony that stretched back for centiries and had dignity and meaning. 
This year we clebrate 49 years married. 
All this new marriage mumbo jumbo is for people who are afraid of commitment. People who think getting married is just a game, or a bit like deciding to
go on an annual holiday. 
 
The late Keny Rogers sums it up with these words: 
Title: The Vows Go Unbroken (Always True to You) 
 
From the moment I met you, 
You made my life complete. 
This wave of pure devotion, 
Has swept me off my feet. 
And tonight when we kissed, 
You still took my breath away. 
It goes without saying, 
But I'll say it anyway 
The vows go unbroken, and you still know I do. 
Love, keep and honor, always true to you. 
 
Though I have been tempted, 
Oh I have never strayed. 
I'd die before I'd damage, 
This union we have made. 
The vows go unbroken, and you still know I do. 
Love, keep and honor, always true to you. 
 
I knew from the first, that for better or worse, 
I'd stand by you all my life. 
And the vows go unbroken, and you still know I do. 
Love, keep and honor, always true to you. 
Love, keep and honor, always true to you.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

All you are doing is creating a game for modern egos whilst giving the commercial wedding business even more opportunities to reel in customers.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

u already know the answer. You are attempting to muscle in on the solemnity and digity of the marriage ceremony to expand the commercial side of the
wedding business.

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

My wife and I are in an officially recognised marriage, carried out in a church in 1979.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Consultation Question 2:



Please share your views below:

None

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

We participated in 2 weddings during the summer 2020 period. One was live-streamed from a Church, using standard marriage service wording. The
other was also by video link, but carried out in a garden with modified wording; there was still a strong element of committment and solemnity in the
promises made.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Reasonable requirement to live in the area for a week before marrying there.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Agree that these days, online notification should be possible.

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Gives time for any necessary checks of other legal processes.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

In person interviews are best, assuming Covid is brought under control. It would be easier remotely to manipulate things such that a sham or forced
marriage would not be picked up.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

No strong feelings - don't see a need to change existing system.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, there should be transparency, and opportunity for sham or forced or illegal marriages to be challenged, before the marriage itself. The safeguard
should be there is there is a proven risk to one or both of the couple.

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

looks ok

Consultation Question 11:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There should be opportunity to request a substitute, but the substitute should still have a good understanding of the marriage process and the
committments it involves., and of legal issues.

Please share your views below:

One could imagine situations where couple may object to the officiant, on grounds of race, language, culture or religion. Whilst not wanting to give in to
racism, there may be situations of a strong objection by a couple to marriage being carried out by someone of a group perceived as hostile or having
radically different views.

Consultation Question 13:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Too distant from location of marriage - anyone with an objection unlikely to hear them.

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No longer (hopefully) needed.

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

They should be published in the church where the marriage will take place, but also in the home church of the bride or groom, if different to the former.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes, agree on both points.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes, both should be required, to guard against sham or co-erced marriage.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

For many, a church wedding is still very important, and they should not have to carry out both church and civil preliminaries.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Important to have an officiant present for the reasons above. In Church weddings, the minister conducting the wedding is, I assume, the officiant.

Consultation Question 20:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Civil weddings - presumably those conducted outside a church or place of worship.

Consultation Question 21:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

One registration officer sufficient if witnesses also present.

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Clerk in Holy Orders - if this is the same as an ordained minister or priest, then why not use terms that are more widely understood? C of E ministers have
always conducted weddings - so no change being proposed here. What about ministers in other denominations - Baptists, Methodists, etc? They have
been recognised as officiants in the past and should continue to be so.

Consultation Question 23:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Does the term "religious organisations other than C of E" refer to all the other Christian denominations - Roman Catholic, United Reformed, free
evangelical churches, etc? Will there be a listing of religious organisations included here who are permitted to nominate officiants? Presumably other
faiths - Islam, Hinduism, etc will also be included?

Not so sure about non-religious belief organisations being allowed to officiate. The term needs to be tightly defined and a register of permitted
organisations should be maintained. I would not like to see, for example, a rugby club suddenly being able to officiate at weddings!

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I think there will be endless arguments over what organisations are "in" and what organisations are "out", with enormously long lists occupying the time
of lots of people who have better things to do! Better not to go there - just have permitted religious belief organisations or the secular civic weddings for
those with no religious belief.

Please share your views below:

As above. Better not to allow non-religious belief organisations to officiate - implementing and policing it would just get too complicated.

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes for the religious organisations bit, but don't really like the idea of non-religious organisations being able to officiate.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

I agree with the first part - exclusion from officiating if the organisation is promoting purposes that are unlawful.

Not so sure about exclusion on the basis of being contrary to public policy or morality. Both of these are constantly changing - public policy with each new
Govt and morality, sadly, constantly going downhill. I am concerned that a clause like this could lead to a church/denomination being barred from
conducting weddings because it holds traditional views which are at variance with Govt/policy - e.g views on same sex marriage.

Morality is constantly changing. Things which were socially frowned upon 25yrs ago have become acceptable today (e.g having children outside
marriage). Who will define the "morality" that an officiating organisation might contravene? Again, could a church be penalised for promoting a moral
code which might be seen by some as out-dated?



Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Yes, should be able to nominate officiants by office. The terms of appointment to that office should state clearly that officiating at marriages is part of the
role.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Nominating by name gives someone a lot of work..... nominating a particular office would be simpler. There should be a mechanism to "de-register"
individuals if they fail to carry out the duties of their role properly.

Consultation Question 29:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not sure on this - people could apply for wrong reasons. Would need safeguards.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Nominating organisations should certainly check that persons nominated are fit and proper for the role, and will not undermine or devalue the institution
of marriage.

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Conducting weddings should never become a profit-making business.

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Good to see the prohibition in place where a conflict of interest is involved. I do not agree that there should be no limit on fees charged. Rates fixed by
Govt are best.

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The officiant should be expected to conduct him/herself in a dignified way, but should also ensure that the content and tone of the legal ceremony 
upholds the dignity and solemnity of the institution of marriage itself. It is an important, potentially life-long agreement that the couple are entering into, 
which should not be taken lightly. 



The proposal also needs to define what is meant by "dignity" and "solemnity".

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The way of conducting the ceremony can either emphasize the value and importance of the agreement being made, or it could devalue or undermine the
institution of marriage. Proper guidance is very important.

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Up to a point, yes, but the responsibilities and expectations of the officiant should be clearly defined, so that the organisation will be clear if a line is
crossed.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is an important safeguard.

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Even more important for the independent officiants, if allowed.

Consultation Question 40:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I think they should be authorised only for a set period, such as 5yr, and would have to be re-authorised when the time is up. This would give the
authorising authority the right to cancel authorisation, if the officiant is behaving in any way against the rules.

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

And the time period of appointment is important too. Officiants should be required to re-register after a set period - say every 5 or 10 yrs. Re-registration
would take into account their service record.

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is long and complex and should have been more than one question! 
 
Marriage at the moment requires a set form of words/promises/agreements which is recognised by society and has legal standing. Allowing other forms 
of wording would undermine the solemnity of the ceremony and denies the seriousness of the commitments being made. Marriage is a public act, not 
purely for the couple themselves. 
 
The proposal appears to suggest that signing a document anywhere is sufficient. I disagree and believe that the signing should be done as a public act, in 
the presence of the officiant, using words appropriate for the occasion. Signing in other places opens up the possibility of coercion. If choice is the issue, 
there is already a lot of choice and flexibility built in to the ceremony - places where the couple can add words of their own choosing. 



Point 2 above looks OK - that there could be more than one recognised, approved form of words according to the beliefs of the organisation, but certified
by the General Registry.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a serious and important commitment of a couple to each other, done in the eyes of society and in accordance with the law. It is a public and
legal agreement. Surely a set format and prescribed wording is appropriate? Parties should not be free to totally shape the ceremony and wording.

If couples are allowed to shape the ceremony and wording according to personal choice, then marriage becomes a much less significant event and
society will tend not to recognise it. Would we ever allow partners in another transaction - e.g. a will or property sale or loan agreement - to make up their
own words? Important legal documents and agreements use a prescribed, recognised format, and so should marriage.

Allowing whacky alternative ceremonies devalues and undermines marriage.

Consultation Question 44:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I believe that Anglican, Jewish and Quaker groups, and adherents to other Christian denominations - R.Cs, Methodists, Baptists, etc - should be able to
specify the form and content of wedding ceremonies conducted within their own particular group and premises. Generally, these involve an element of
promising to honour and care for the partner, and remain faithful to them - which must surely be healthy content.

This proposal appears self contradictory, by stating initially "no special rules" but then allowing imposition "of their own requirements".

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If it remains "identifiable as a civil ceremony", then this implies a set structure and form of words - which is good. Several of the earlier questions
suggested people would be free to make up their own words, which is not appropriate for an event which has public and legal significance.

Please share your views below:

Some religious content should be permitted. Religious organisations should perhaps be invited to submit a limited number of set sentences which could
be added to specific points of the civil ceremony, allowing choice as to which ones could be used. This again would be helpful for Christian couples who
could not marry in a church setting, for various reasons, but wanted to bring God into the civil ceremony

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Personally, I see no problem with a couple being able to have a religious service after their civil wedding ceremony. As an example, some churches prefer
not to marry a couple in certain circumstances, but they will offer an alternative form of blessing upon a marriage conducted earlier as a civil ceremony. It
would be sad to see this facility being lost.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage has always had a public element to it, and the open doors requirement has been around a long time to protect against forced marriage.
Marriage is not an entirely private matter. Forced marriages do still happen, particularly when Britain is a multi-ethnic society. Closed-door marriages
makes forced marriage more easily possible, and an officiant may not always recognise that it is happening. "Open doors" should remain - at least when
Covid restrictions are relaxed!

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No



Please expand on your answer:

Weddings should only be possible in locations which are dignified and safe. The wording of the ceremony involves serious questions and answers; the
participants minds will hardly be on the questions/answers if other concerns, e.g physical safety, are uppermost in their minds. Many settings could not
be described as dignified.

outdoors,

Please share your views below:

Some outdoor venues such as large tents or under a canopy, should be OK but I would be more cautious about the other categories, and further
definition of "dignified" and "safe" would be needed. For example, getting married on a cruise ship could be considered dignified and safe; getting wed
during active water sports probably would not.

The same argument might apply to ceremonies in the air - but fewer opportunities to make it dignified and "open doors".

I would not support the idea of marriage in a private home. Firstly, this removes the opportunity for the wedding to be open doors, and visible to the
public, Secondly, the opportunities for coercion or forced marriage would be much greater, and an officiant might be complicit in this in a private home.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage should remain a publicly accessible activity, able to be witnessed and affirmed by society at large; it is not a private matter between 2
individuals, inventing the place and words of their choice.

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The situation would become more complex and the nature of the ceremony more likely to be misunderstood if such mixing was allowed. For example,
people attending a civil marriage in a religious venue might assume it was a religious ceremony. Better for each type of wedding to take place in a venue
of the same type, although there could be a clause to allow Registry Officers to give permission for such a "cross-over" ceremony if all the parties agree.

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Registry Officer should decide, not the Officiant.

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Officiants should ensure that the venue is dignified and safe, but there needs to be clear definition of "dignified" and "safe" because the words could be
interpreted differently by different people.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Guidance needs to be very clear, though unlikely to be able to cover all the possibilities. The venue should be such that the couple have a reasonable
chance of focussing upon the serious agreement being made; a bad venue could cheapen or undermine the importance of the ceremony.

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



This would be a good idea and make things easier for the officiant if they had a list of pre-approved venues. "Dignified" and "safe" would still need further
definition.

Please share your views below:

A local Registry Officer should have the responsibility of creating and maintaining a list of approved venues. Couples would need to apply to the Registry
Officer for permission to use an alternative venue, provided the Officiant was happy that the venue was sufficiently dignified and safe.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

All of this is important, adding to the legal weight of the document.

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not clear what electronic registration might look like, but it could be open to abuse and a cover for false or forced marriages. The safeguards put in place
above are important; there should always be an Officiant appointed and he/she should meet the couple before the marriage.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There should always be witnesses present and the document should always be signed and registered.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

A legal Marriage should be via a proper, authorised ceremony.

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Could become a way of weakening marriage and short-cutting the ceremony.

No

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If an officiant and witnesses are present and the venue dignified and safe.

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

No



Please expand on your answer:

Officiants name should be required also.

Consultation Question 72:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

An ordained minister should also count as an officiant

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Probably not.

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YURH-D

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-03 23:59:18

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No



Please expand on your answer:

Seven days should be the absolute minimum: marriage is a lifetime commitment - not a spur of the moment 'that'd be fun' decision! Ideally, that time
should be extended rather than abolished.

Consultation Question 5:

No

Please expand on your answer:

REALLY!!! What kind of security or safeguards could be put in place in such a system to guarantee willing knowledge - let alone consent - of BOTH parties?

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

There may be exceptional circumstances - imminent death, departure of soldier to frontline service, birth of a child, etc., etc., when a short period might
be warranted, but maybe 21 days ...

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

The trouble with that is the ability to differentiate between the those circumstances. How possible is it to assess the truth or otherwise of an online
response, and what kind of a burden does that impose on the overworked person trying to do it?

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Providing the substitute officiant is of equal standing and qualification as the original, as, for example a Deputy Registrar.

Please share your views below:

As per Q12, serious circumstances, and appropriate qualifications - not just 'a mate of the groom who happened to be passing'!

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

That seems perfectly reasonable for weddings of any denomination, or none

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is - and has been for most of recorded history - the very bedrock of society. As such, it deserves the recognition an officiant who is both qualified
and recognised as having appropriate standing in society.

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Possibly, but only if the said officiants have rereceived appropriate training/instruction and have sufficient standind in their local community, to bring
home the very real and public importance of the marriage ceremony

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The very simple, straightforward wedding vows that are currently in use should be retained. They are simple, unequivocal and readily understood by all
those present. If they are retained in every marriage ceremony, there can be no misunderstanding as to what the parties are committing to.
Variations - no matter how romantic - open the door to all manner of (mis)interpretations

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Therein lies absolute CHAOS! Why bother? Such so-called marriage would be a complete waste of everybody's time and not worth the paper it was
written on.
It would also deny any vulnerable participant the slightest vestige of any protection whatsoever. It would make a laughing stock of the whole procedure -
and those who thought it progress.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage - as ai said earlier is the bedrock of society - Society has a legitimate interest in it

Chapter 7: Location



Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

In order to protect the importance of marrieage to society , venues require similar importance

Please share your views below:

See previous answer

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

preferably the registrar

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YFGK-P

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-04 00:22:51

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

None

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

N/A

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Traditional marriage

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not applicable

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not applicable

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not applicable

Consultation Question 2:



Please share your views below:

Not applicable

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Not applicable

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Anyone from anywhere in the world could ask to be married in the UK and then disappear for ever, having used the benefits for a potential marriage of
convenience rather than a lifelong commitment.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

.

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Agree

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Agree

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

.

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

.

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

.



Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

.

Please share your views below:

Agree

Consultation Question 13:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

How is this relevant?

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

About time

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Banns should be published in both churches

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes, this is important

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes, definitely

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

.

Consultation Question 20:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

What if vicar becomes ill/dies?



Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

.

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

.

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

.

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

.

Please share your views below:

.

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Definitely

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There should always be a trail

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

.

Consultation Question 30:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

.

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

.

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

.

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

.

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

.

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Absolutely, but they should have more responsibility to ensure that the tone and content of the legal ceremony upholds the dignity and solemnity of
marriage. These proposals need to define what is meant by ‘dignity’ and ‘solemnity’.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

.

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

.

Consultation Question 39:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

.

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

.

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

.

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It shouldn't be possible for someone to get married without being present at the wedding ceremony.
Simply signing the marriage schedule is inadequate as couples could say anything they like or
nothing at all. The solemnity of the wedding ceremony would be undermined. Any commitment would seem fickle and there's already a considerable
amount of flexibility in the current ceremony.

It isn't much to ask that some short, specific phrases are used to show that the couple freely consent to the
lifetime commitment they are entering into.
However, once the core vows have been exchanged, I don't see why a couple can't include some of their own sensible reasons for marrying, providing
this doesn't contradict the said vows.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

For a couple to be able to choose everything about their wedding ceremony, could make it more like an entertaining event rather than the serious and
solemn occasion that it should be. To allow this comes from an incomplete understanding of marriage. A wedding is a public declaration in which society
and the state have an interest and therefore, input.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

.

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

..

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No



Please expand on your answer:

.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Open doors requirement was introduced hundreds of years ago as a protection against forced marriage, which is still a problem in our society today. Also
removing the requirement for open doors, encourages a false perception that marriage is a private matter without any public significance.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Venues should be appropriate places for wedding ceremonies, which are serious and solemn occasions. The idea of any venue shouldn't be allowed just
because the couples want them. Safety and dignity should be paramount.

Please share your views below:

Outdoors could be acceptable in a suitable location, as this would have the "open doors".
Lakes, rivers or in the air would be totally unsuitable as this could be hazardous, as well as violating the dignity of the wedding ceremony.
It would be extremely difficult to maintain the "open doors" in private homes. Therefore, I do not think that this would be a suitable option.

Consultation Question 49:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

.

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

No

Please expand on your answer:

.

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Providing the officiant uses common sense!

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

How would officiants know that venues are safe and dignified? They would need to be tested for “dignity” and “safety”.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But the terms of these proposals are not defined. They need to include stringent safeguards.

Consultation Question 53:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

.

Please share your views below:

1. The officiant
2. In consultation with the venue and the wedding couples

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

.

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

.

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

.

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



.

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

.

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Absolutely

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

.

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

.

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

.

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

.

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

.

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

.

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

.

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Why?

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Why?

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

If it is not possible elsewhere e.g. both are engaged in active service on board one of HM naval ships.

Consultation Question 71:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

.

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Otherwise it makes a mockery of what is a serious and solemn ceremony.

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

I wouldn't have thought a great deal.

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

.

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

.

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

.

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

.

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

.

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

.

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

.

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

.

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

.

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

.

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



.

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

.

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

.

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

.

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

.

Consultation Question 91:



Please share your views below:

.



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUSC-9

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-04 00:31:18

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Humanists UK

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I had a humanist wedding back in 2005 which I knew wasn't legally recognised so we had to legally recognise our marriage via signing the register the day
before at a register office.
As a humanist celebrant I conduct wedding ceremonies that are currently not legally recognised in law in England and Wales, unlike my colleagues in
Scotland.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I am very careful to explain to couples on first enquiry that the humanist wedding ceremony is not legally recognised. Most are already aware of this
although it does upset them and cause issues with other family members and extra admin and expense etc.

No

Please expand on your answer:

For myself, I wished my humanist wedding ceremony was legally valid. This was my 'real wedding' with the full weight of occassion and meaning 
conferred by recognition of my values, and the role of friends and family. The civil registration in the office of the registrar the day before, although legal 
in no way felt like a 'real wedding' to me. It was transactional only. 
 
It causes heartache to my couples that their humanist wedding ceremony is not legally recognised. They have a dilema about whether to follow their



heart to the ceremony they want that truely reflects them and their world view, or whether they should just settle for a civil legal ceremony. Some worry
that it is indulgent/ too expensive to pay for an extra ceremony. They also face opposition from family member who don't understand the role of a
nonlegal ceremony, and from a position of lack of understanding want the couple to focus only on the legal ceremony - being blind to the fact of how far
this falls short of how the couple want to express themselves on their wedding day inline with their beliefs and in a place that is meaningful to them. 
 
I do get a lot of enquiries from couples who would really love to have a humanist ceremony but for pragmatic reasons - mostly expense - sometimes
logistics - the pressure of having to book and plan 2 separate ceremonies, they give up on the idea. They are sad about that. And I am sad for them as I
know the humanist option would be more meaningful to them. And it brings the focus of their wedding day to the partnership in marriage they are
creating. Those who just settle for the civils are left with all their focus and energy being on the reception, decorations and party etc. Which at the end of
the day, can seem quite hollow when the importance of what we have gathered to celebrate isn't properly recognised in a way that is meaningful and
honest for a humanist couple.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Extra expense and administrative burden of having to book and organise and explain to family an extra ceremony that covers the legal aspect.
It is possible for other people to belittle and diminish the humanist ceremony that you hold in your heart to be your true ceremony and yet it can be
dismissed by others because it has no legal status. This seems to devalue your belief system versus other faiths - particularly Christianity. Which is
demoralising. Particularly when your outlook on life is based on science and reason and can be proven whereas other faiths cannot be scientifically
justified yet they are recognised in law and your world view isn't - even thought your world view is the only one that would stand up to interrogation in a
court of law! It seems crazy to me.

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

As humanist weddings aren't legally recognised, humanist couples are simply prevented from having a legally binding ceremony that aligns with their
humanist outlook on life. They can't choose to be legally married by someone who shares their views. They can't do it legally, in the way that would be
meaningful to them. Place is often hugely important. Many of the couples I work with understand that as humans, we are biological creatures of the
earth, we are not separate from nature, we are all connected in ecological and environmental systems. They want to be married outside, recognising, that
humans too have a place in the natural world. We shouldn't be excluded from recognising this aspect of us, in such an important rite of passage as
marriage. It is natural analogies and our scientific understanding of natural systems that we draw wisdom and connection for their ceremony, not
religious texts. So for those humanist couples who want to feel connected to the natural world at one of the most important moments in their life, it is
really hard they can't do this in the legal creation of their marriage.

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

The COVID disruptions have been particularly hard on couples planning a humanist wedding. They have 2 sets of ceremonies to postpone - both their
humanist wedding and the legal registration. It has at times been very unclear how the humanist ceremonies fitted into the changes in regulations.
Where they had booked a small legal ceremony that could still go ahead they were liable for costs because it needed to be postponed to stay in line with
their big proper humanist wedding in the presence of their friends and family (involving guest numbers exceeding the restrictions).
The logistics of rebooking 2 separate ceremonies have really added to the stress.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Yes a registrar would do civil weddings. They would not be needed at religious or humanist weddings since those ceremonies would be properly legally
recognised in their own right.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This seems fine to me.

Consultation Question 22:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Only if non-religious humanist world views are equally allowed to field officiants to couples who seek ceremonies in line with their humanist beliefs.
Otherwise it is just discriminatory and unfair.

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I think this is the right approach but it requires some caveats. There must be standards that all officiants adhere to - whatever religious or non religious
organisation they come from. Couples privacy, safety and dignity must be respected.

I think that there should be some checks and balances on what non religious organisations can be approved to provide officiants. Humanists UK are
indeed in a funny secular way, a 'belief' organisation. Whereas I don't think it would be appropriate if any new organisation could be created with the sole
(or hidden) purpose to provide officiants. Their motivations could be substantially different - rather than serving society and advancing their values - a
new belief organisation could be formed for the purpose of gaining income by training and accrediting wedding officiants. Many successful independent
celebrants eventually turn to training offerings to new celebrants in order to boost their income in a much more scalable way than is possible as just
operating as a celebrant. So the organisation providing officiants should themselves be operating as a not for profit. And it would need to be bigger than
a partnership or something like that, so that you can't just get an individual or a couple of individuals operating as a non-profit but just paying themselves
ludicrous salaries. There is the potential for great harm if whole celebrant system becomes too commercialised. i.e. Pseudo non-religious belief
organisations should be prevented from getting involved. Some form of scale and history would be pragmatic safety nets for approved non religious
organisations i.e. they have to be over a certain size so that they can have certain governance structures in place and they have to be able to demonstrate
that they have been operating for a number of years - they are established, and recognised, not just created. The non religious organisation should be
able to demonstrate how they do other work in line with their values, beyond just providing ceremonies.
For Humanists, the ability to perform legal ceremonies not linked to a building is critical to having a meaningful ceremony for them. For those faiths that
worship in a specific building, their jurisdiction should stay there - in their place of worship.

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I worry this definition is way to simple and opens the system up to abuse.
With all the QAnon in the news at the moment, I was thinking that quite extreme groups – such as conspiracy theorists (which can garner huge popular
support), or other cults could set themselves up as non-religious belief organisations and conduct legal marriages.
Once they can create legal marriages they have quite a lot of legal power over the people involved – especially for the more vulnerable member of a
couple. This troubles me. I really fear their are safety and abuse of power implications.
Further details is required as to what sort of non religious belief organisations would be suitable to be given the power to create legal marriages. This is a
safe-guarding issues for couples as far as I am concerned.

Please share your views below:

It would be better, and more fool-proof if the definition itself could be tightened. By being clear what sort of non religious belief organisation would be
suitable to provide officiants for marriages. As excluded groups could always redefine themselves in new ways so as to move beyond the categories that
are excluded.
For example rather than saying single-issue campaign groups are excluded e.g. the vegan society, you could say that the relevant belief organisations
would need to be able to demonstrate their values applied to a broad range of societal issues, specifically including the role of loving, long-lasting
relationships between adults that choose to live in partnership with each other in marriage.

Consultation Question 25:

No



Please expand on your answer:

This seems such a low bar as to be dangerous to open up the system to abuse by commercial or outfits with dubious intent.
20 members is so low. A motivated individual with dubious intent could easily fabricate 20 members or incentivise 20 members to proclaim themselves
as such. Marriage has important legal implications for assets, power, children. There are individuals and small subversive groups who could use the
power of creating this legal status to their advantage.
Or even for groups with no malicious intent, is it really appropriate that a small specialist interest group, such a single issue campaign group, by creating a
wedding service and articulating a - new - belief about marriage can solemnise legal marriages?
Additionally there would be those not motivated by malicious intent but just motivated by commercial gain that could easily create a situation to meet
these criteria. Couples are at risk in this scenario when commerce is at the heart and centre of ceremony they are 'purchasing'. And couples choice could
easily be restricted if venues only offered their preferred non religious partner for an inflated fee, from which the venue might secure a booking incentive
etc.
Legal marriage has real legal consequences for the couple and there must be a greater element of safe-guarding to this system.
And there is no safety-check of the longevity of this belief system in the proposal. Surely the organisation should be able to demonstrate that is is
substantial and not a temporary fad?

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

On the face of it, this seems sensible but then you realise that what is currently lawful or currently public policy might be very far from the optimal
situation in society. In the past the death penalty was lawful and public policy. So campaign groups at the time against that would be excluded, whereas
nowadays, a group advocating the death penalty would be seen by the majority and the law as in the wrong.
This clause could prevent organisations with progressive views expressing them.
Also it would prevent certain religious faiths that are against abortion or homosexuality from providing legal ceremonies as they are already free to do!
It is dangerous to give moral authority to a political system as is implied by the reference to law and public policy. Human rights legislation would be far
preferable standard to hold the organisations against.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

I think that sounds ok if the office confers assurance of certain standards of training and professional competency and standards of behaviour.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes it would be good to have clarity so that couples can't be defrauded by unlicensed officiants.

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This sets up civil registrars against commercial celebrants. Wouldn't it be better if civil registrars could just improve their offering? Then you can have a
better, wider set of state run, civil ceremony options or a belief based ceremony.

Commercial celebrants can offer a fantastic service, but some are awful. There is no effective quality control. Couples are at risk. If the civil registrar
offering was better, why would independent celebrants offering legal ceremonies be necessary? Commercalising the sector comes with so much greater
risks to couples and indeed the sincerity and dignity of the institution of marriage.
Perhaps independent celebrants could simply be employed direct from the local registrar office for personalised civil ceremonies as that would ensure
their service was overseen and quality controlled. It would stop them offering a psuedo religious service or a psuedo humanist service which they do not
have the necessary training or authority to offer, and without guarantee of authenticity of shared-beliefs with the couple. It would be much clearer they
were offering a more personalised civil ceremony. There could be one recognised training and qualification system and quality assurance system for civil
celebrants. Those offering a high level, personalised ceremony, would need to reach a higher tier of training and qualification,. It would be much simpler
and safer for couples who just want a more personalised civil ceremony than a registrar can offer.

Consultation Question 30:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

It sounds sensible. But the Registrar General should also have the power to refuse an application if they had a concern, or delay it until a concern had
been investigated.
A DBS check would also seem to be a sensible precaution.



Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

the detail and quality of the training and CPD is key.

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Guidance and clarity on this is key.
As a humanist celebrant, the time I spend in getting to know the couple on a deep level and crafting a unique, personal ceremony for them, starting from
a blank page (not a template)! does mean that i would need to charge a higher amount than someone offering a much more formulaic offering, in order
to fairly compensate me for my time.

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I don't think independent celebrants should be given legal officiant status in the first place.
If they were, there should also be some controls on excessive commercialisation that would exploit couples.
I don't understand how conflict of interest prohibition would be effective in practice or policed.

Consultation Question 34:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I think you couldn't have the person nominated by more than one religious or non-religious belief organisation.

However, I don't see any reason, why a religious or non religious belief celebrant could not also conduct civil ceremonies within the rules and regulations
for that. The civil ceremony would not be based on belief so they would not be compromised in their own beliefs.

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Although solemnity is a rather charged word, that seems to refer to a typically 'churchy' interpretation of marriage.
A wedding can be joyful and informal so long as the importance of what is happening is also recognised.
I would prefer 'does not trivialise marriage' and 'uphold the dignity and significance of marriage.'

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But the organisations themselves would need to be monitored and to report regularly to the General Register Office.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

They should also be able to delay approval if there was an investigation on going into the individual or the organisation nominating them.



Consultation Question 39:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I just can't see how the GRO would have time to do this effectively in practice. How would they monitor them. They would need to do proactive
observations etc to ensure standards were being maintained.

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Those ceremonies must be inline with the faith they are expressing. You shouldn't be able to have an Anglican/Jewish or Quaker wedding that expresses
other faiths or belief systems.

Consultation Question 45:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This just feels so muddy to me.
If civil ceremonies are provided by the state they should not include religious or belief references. Certain cultural references might be able to be included
but no expression or worship or belief, other than directly relates to the civil institution of marriage.
Civil ceremonies are for couples that don't want their marriage to be created with reference to religion or belief. I don't think civil marriages should be
available as a pick an mix entity or religion-lite or spiritual in outlook. This is not appropriate for a representative of the state. And they are not trained to
perform these spiritual /pastoral roles.
A couple's relationship history could be shared but their values and beliefs about the world should not form part of the ceremony.

Please share your views below:

No they should not be.
Some cultural symbols would be ok I think though, such a glass smashed, as long as it was explicitly stated that this was included as a reference to a
cultural tradition not as an act of faith or worship.

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is important so that weddings can take place in private homes and gardens and on private land without public access.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I think where there is a belief based reason for the wedding to take place anywhere then that is justification for that.
I don't see why religious ceremonies should take place anywhere since the place of worship should be the place.

outdoors,, on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Civil weddings and non religious belief weddings will often take place in the same commercial wedding venues I think.

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

This places and undue burden of risk upon the celebrant. If the premises is a commercial premises, they should carry the burden of ensuring that it is
safe and suitable for a wedding ceremony.
if the venue is on private property the owner should share the burden to ensuring it is safe and suitable.
if it is public access land it is not clear at all who bears the responsibility. Much great guidance is needed on expectations of the celebrant and
consequences if they are deemed to have made a poor or inappropriate decision.

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

See my other comment about safety burden on the officiant. Also my other comment regarding 'solemnity.' I would prefer to uphold the dignity and
significance of the marriage. I don't really see why a location itself needs to be dignified however. e.g. A sincere heartfelt ceremony could be held on a
pier amidst the kitsch seaside stuff. A lovely ceremony that respected and honoured the importance of the marriage could be held in a fun location.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes but, 'digified' location seems to presuppose that 'solemnity' is important which i would dispute.

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

My experience is that registrars limit access to the lowest cost option for a civil registration of marriage. This is the form that most couples who have a
humanist wedding want to choose as they need to have a second legal registration. However in practice it is severely limited by availability and registrars
upsell bigger packages at higher price points.
When I legally registered my marriage in the registrar's office in 2005 I could take both parents in. Now it is limited to 2 adult witnesses which means that
couples with children often cannot have their children present.
The system seems designed to limit access to the simplest, cheapest form of legal registration which is discriminatory against humanist couples who do
not yet have the option of a legally valid humanist wedding ceremony.

Consultation Question 78:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, it should be fair and transparent.

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

The lack of legal registration for humanist marriage does put people off getting married. Some couples feel if they can't get legally married in a way that
feels true to them, that marriage itself is not right for them. Not everyone is open-minded enough (or their families) to recognise that a sincere nonlegal
ceremony is a better option than an insincere or limited legal ceremony. The thought of having to organise and pay for 2 separate ceremonies puts off
many of the couples who enquire with me and like the sound of a humanist ceremony. It [particularly discriminates against couples with less income/less
budget. They would like a humanist ceremony but feel they can't justify the additional cost of 2 separate parts to their marriage and fall into pressure just
to keep it simple and limit themselves to a civil ceremony - even though they do not feel this sincerely or fully reflects them on their wedding day.
I think legal humanist wedding ceremonies would encourage a much wider range of people to re-engage with the idea of getting married. It would likely
boom as it has in Scotland since legal status.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I am a widow, but my wedding in 1981 was a religious ceremony.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not applicable.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not applicable

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not applicable

Consultation Question 2:



Please share your views below:

No barriers

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

No personal experience.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I believe notice to be married is important, but this could be done electronically, with relevant evidence provided by the couple.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

An in-person interview could be carried out in any registration district.

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

Planning a wedding should not be taken lightly, so a longer time would be more appropriate (14 or 28 days).

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

There should always be an in-person interview to prevent sham or forced marriages.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Yes this should be possible my husband and I were serving in Royal Navy but were married in my parents’ parish church.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Good idea.

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Good idea

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

A suitably qualified civil celebrant could be chosen by the couple.

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

So long as notice has been given, it doesn’t matter where notice has been given.

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

They could be published online and int he church.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Someone has to accept responsibility for documentary evidence. It should be the officiant, whoever that is.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

It would be safer if each person was seen separately to avoid forced or sham weddings.

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:

Legal requirements to weddings should be carried out by whoever is officiating. It might be simpler for civil checks to be carried out.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Suitably qualified civil celebrants could do the same job.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Or a suitably qualified civil celebrant.



Consultation Question 22:

No

Please expand on your answer:

They must carry out further training to officiate at a wedding.

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

There are other organisations that train people to carry out wedding ceremonies (and other ceremonies).
Eg. Institute of Civil Celebrants

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Some couples do not want to attend a service of worship, but do want to celebrate their commitment.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

All celebrants (civil or religious) should be trained and follow the legal and moral policy requirements.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Yes if trained and registered with their organisation.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Other



Please expand on your answer:

If someone is doing this a job, they should be paid for the work they put into organising and writing the ceremony. Civil celebrants personalise each
ceremony and do not just open a book and change names.

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Songs and religious readings if requested by the couple.

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

All could be suitable.

Consultation Question 49:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Suitably qualified and registered celebrants should be responsible in conjunction with the couple.
The decision/ venue should be reported prior to the event.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

All paperwork should be correctly completed

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

An official ceremony in front of witnesses, in a suitable venue after proper registration must be carried out.

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

These weddings should be allowed after relevant investigation.

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

The couple might want to use an inshore vessel as a venue.

Consultation Question 71:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Not known

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(1) the same fee as other cases in which the registration officer must travel to the person giving notice, set nationally on a cost-recovery basis; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Registration officers are salaried, civil celebrants are self employed and must cover their costs.

Consultation Question 79:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Costs must be covered by self employed civil celebrants.

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

No



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

No evidence

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Changes must be made to take into account the new & different ideas of young people.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No evidence other than discussing people’s interest in different wedding venues and personalised ceremonies.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

No evidence

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

No evidence

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No evidence

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No evidence of benefits to local authorities, only possible benefits to couples wanting to get married.

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No evidence



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No evidence

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No evidence

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No evidence

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

I believe the costs would be more acceptable if the couple had more choice.
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

I am single

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

A couple may wish to get married when moving into a house from outside England and Wales.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Risk of harm to other people need to be considered, such as the wedding guests.

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This helps create certainty as to what is a legally recognised marriage.

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There should be no requirement for a "belief system that claims to explain humanity’s nature and relationship to the universe"

Please share your views below:

No

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

No. In many cases it is members of such groups who need the protection of state recognised marriage. Furthermore "morality" is vague and public policy
should not be raised to the status of de facto law.

Consultation Question 27:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Allowing such practises will further the secularisation of oppressive religious groups.

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

The General Register Office should not be required to wait to give nominating body an opportunity to act, but should be able to act immediately.

Consultation Question 39:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If the schedule is not signed there may be doubt as to whether the document expression of consent was understood by the parties.

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Anti-religious statements should be explicitly regarded as non-religious.

Consultation Question 46:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This could be interpreted as a prohibition.

Consultation Question 47:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 49:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There should be no requirement for approval.

Consultation Question 52:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There should be no such requirements, beyond what the participants themselves require., except that an officiant may be required by their employee to
conduct a safe and dignified wedding.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Agree to date, time and location of wedding, which is useful to identify to which wedding the schedule applies to.

Inclusion of parents details devalues a marriage as any free and independent agreement of 2 (or more) people.

Consultation Question 55:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The exclusion of English could be used to trick a person that does not understand welsh.

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences



Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It encourages proper procedure to be followed, and avoids homophobia causing religious groups refusing to conduct legal weddings, denying the
protection of legal marriage to those who need it most.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Formal notice is the mechanism one expresses consent to legal marriage, rather than a relationship on other terms.

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This should expand to include airspace.

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

There should be no restriction on type or number of ships.

These proposals should extend to aircraft and spacecraft (when such exist).

Subject to concerns about international recognition of marriages there should be no restriction on country of registration of the ship if the people to
marry have a sufficient connection to England & Wales. Likewise wedding under English and Welsh law should be possible in other countries.

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This could cause problems if another ship is substituted to operate the voyage.

They should be able to provide either the officiant (who might not be a member of the ship's crew, the ship, or the voyage.

Consultation Question 72:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Other officiants should also be allowed.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Should be invalid if that is what is intended by both parities.

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If weddings are permitted on interplanetary spacecraft returning a document could take many years.

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Disabled people should not be disadvantaged.

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Disabled people should not be disadvantaged.

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Disabled people should not be disadvantaged.

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

These proposals are beneficial in avoiding accidental religious only marriages.

I do support your rejection of One Law for All's proposal that requires all religious weddings to be legal weddings, this would result in de facto ban on
certain religious ceremonies where they are not legal weddings, a restriction on religious freedom. In particular it prohibits religious polygamous
weddings, even where there is gender equality.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YU8N-S

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-04 01:14:16

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

N/A

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

N/A

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I am single.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A



Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

N/A

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

N/A

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

By making sure someone is a resident in the country they intend to marry it enforces the seriousness of the decision they are making. This current
requirement makes people consider the nature of the agreement they are making, and require certain legalities i.e. access to the country, visa etc.

Consultation Question 5:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Making it easier for people to get married can result in sham weddings/interviews as men and women may have someone fill out documentation in their
place and then be forced to take an interview later. By requiring a residency of the individual this is a procedure that allows stringent monitoring of
marriage requests and should reduced forced/sham quick marriages.

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

I do not agree with having a notice and online, but in any case there should be a great duration to avoid forced/sham marriages.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

The concerns can only arise if you are made aware, which is not that likely so I do not agree with an interview approach but in such a case I would not
agree with enabling remote interviews as that gives ground to sham/forced marriages.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Don't consider this necessary

Consultation Question 10:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 12:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not too sure.

Please share your views below:

If they have the same training as the officiant.

Consultation Question 13:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes I agree with the 2 points, it's important to meet with the participants of the marriage before they enter this and receive the necessary documentation
to show that they wish to be married.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes I agree with this, so that both individuals take responsibility for their own actions.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

I think it's important that there is a distinction between weddings.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The individual presiding over the wedding can do this, unless there is cause for concern regarding a sham marriage.

Consultation Question 20:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Only those ordained in a specific faith should be able to preside over a weding.

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It should be the role of the faith and not the government

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Some Christian denominations have small groups that meet regularly

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

No I don't agree entirely, as what the Government may consider unlawful can change and impact those with more conservative views at times.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 28:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not too sure

Consultation Question 29:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

What training would they have gone through, there could be sham officiants

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

The only query is what is deemed 'fit and proper' by the Government as this is constantly changing. The above specifications don't go far enough.



Consultation Question 32:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

What does 'dignity' and 'solemnity' mean in this instance? That is not defined so makes it hard to agree with this entires. There needs to be stricter
definition which therefore then guides the strict procedure of the marriage ceremony taking place, the standards for the ceremony can't be easy but
must be stringent.

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:



It should not be possible for people to get married without being physically present at their wedding ceremony. That would in fact aid shame/forced
marriages, as documentation could be signed by anyone/anywhere.

Additionally what couples would be able to say reduces the foundational legal importance of what is said in marriage, during a public declaration. Which
can in turn undermine the solemnity of the wedding ceremony and the seriousness of the commitment being made. Currently there is great flexibility in
the wedding ceremony phrases couples have to say, and couples can amend this, so there is no need for further change. Complete personalisation does
not enable a cohesive understanding of marriage, in society and legally and does not enable an effective way of monitoring the wedding ceremony. If
everyone was able to personalise their entire ceremony how would this be monitored as a ceremony?

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The wedding ceremony is not just a party that anyone can customise to suit their needs, if you wish to customise a wedding aim for the decorations. But
the marriage ceremony itself is a sanctified affair, it's serious affair and needs to be according with the seriousness and solemnity to which it deserves - it
is a significant event. To enable that, there should be a level of equality in what all couples must be prescribed to doing during the ceremony therefore
ceremonies should not adjust it's form as and when a couple wants it, it's not a birthday party it's a significant event that should be treated significantly.

Treating the wedding ceremony as something a couple can customise entirely as in the form and such really diminishes the importance of the wedding
ceremony and the public declaration this accords.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Weddings are a public declaration for legal and safety reasons. They should be 'open doors' to display the very much needed public nature of wedding
declarations, and to avoid shame/forced marriages - which is still very much an issue with our society. Removing the open doors nature of marriage
belittles the very fact that marriage is not a private matter, but a public matter with public significance.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The wedding ceremony is a significant and important ceremony, which should only be accorded to specific appropriate venues, and not just because
people want to get married there. Having wedding ceremonies anywhere and everywhere would demote the importance of the ceremony.

outdoors,, on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

These venues cannot be monitored effectively and made to meet certain safety/legal requirements. If a wedding is to be safe and dignified would that
apply to a wedding in the air, or at a fast food restaurant? If they can take place everywhere and anywhere this negates the seriousness and solemnity of
the wedding ceremony itself, and treats it as a mediocre event.



Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Not Answered

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There is a spiritual agreement that provides a wedding taking place in a religious venue, thus this should only pertain to religious wedding ceremonies.

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As officiants may not exercise good judgement in this.

Consultation Question 52:

No

Please expand on your answer:

What would 'safe' and 'dignified' mean in those circumstances? Yes on the one hand the proposals call for guidance from the General Register Office, but
the terms are not defined, so stringent safeguards would need to be proposed.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUSE-B

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-04 01:57:53

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Humanists UK

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I am a wedding celebrant conducting weddings in England and Wales which are not legally recognised.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I always explain to the couple, and make sure that they have understood, that the wedding I will lead for them does not confer legal recognition.

No

Please expand on your answer:

As far as I am aware, all the couples I conduct weddings for in England and Wales also have a civil marriage in order to gain legal recognition.

They have chosen to have a humanist wedding because they want a personal humanist ceremony which matches their own deepest held beliefs and
values, led by a celebrant who shares those beliefs and values in a location which is meaningful to them. There is no option for them to have this in any
current form of legally recognised marriage. They do not want a civil marriage but are obliged to do so because humanist weddings are not legally
recognised.

Further, there are without doubt many more couples who have only the civil marriage but would prefer to have a humanist marriage if there were legally
recognised. The expense of two wedding ceremonies is prohibitive, so they opt only to have the civil marriage. In jurisdictions where humanist weddings
are legally recognised, the popularity of humanist marriages is clearly demonstrated.



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

My couples - choosing to have a humanist wedding but having to have also have a legally recognised civil marriage with a registrar - have reported that
the availability of 'no-frills' civil marriages at registrars is very limited: often only a few a week and very early in the morning, with long waiting lists of
many months. As a consequence, they have opted for a more expensive option (eg grander and bigger room,) in order to secure the legal element of their
marriage.

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

The barrier is that humanist weddings are not legally recognised. As a consequence, humanist couples, unlike those with religious beliefs, cannot have a
legally recognised marriage conducted by an officiant who is guaranteed to share their beliefs.

Humanist beliefs and values cannot be fully expressed in the available legally recognised ceremony.

Restrictions on locations mean that many couples are unable to have a legally binding marriage in a location that is the most meaningful to them.

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

All couples wishing to marry during the period of the COVID-19 restrictions will have experienced disruption this year. However, for couples wishing to
have a humanist wedding, the disruption was two fold, as they have had to cancel and rearrange two ceremonies: their humanist ceremony, with a
celebrant who shares their humanist beliefs and values, in a location that is meaningful to them; and their civil marriage, to confer legal recognition.
Other couples have had to rearrange only one.

Additionally, it has been more disruptive for humanist couples as humanist weddings have, at times, been subjected to greater restrictions than legally
recognised marriages.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I cannot see any reason for the requirement to have a registrar at some religious marriages to be maintained. Their presence leads to unhelpful
confusion as to whether religious marriages are actually civil marriages.

Regarding paragraphs 5.58-9, civil registrars should be debarred from officiating at humanist marriages, as well as religious marriages.

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I agree that this is, broadly, the right approach as I support a move away from a law which bases recognition of marriages exclusively on the buildings in
which they take place, which discriminates against those citizens whose beliefs accord with groups - including Humanists UK - that don't have places of
worship. Nomination by recognised and responsible organisations, such as religious bodies and Humanists UK, is appropriate.

However, I do not wish to do away entirely with a role for buildings, as I am concerned about the ease with which bodies purporting to be religion or
belief groups could be established in order to gain the power for officiants to conduct marriages in any location, which could lead to de facto commercial
operators establishing themselves.

Additionally I object to solely using the definition from Hodkin. It is used for understandable reasons but it cannot stand along. Its most serious deficiency
is that it doesn't say that the principal or sole purpose of an organisation must relate to the advancement of religion. Besides, the definition of Hodkin is
of the region, not of the organisation.

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I strongly object to this proposed definition. Instead I think that the law should simply refer to those beliefs that are relevantly protected under Article 9 of
the European Convention of Human Rights as these are the beliefs to which the UK has a legal duty to extend recognition.

My first objection to the proposed definition is that it does not make it lear that the sole or principal purpose of the organisation must be to advance its
belief system. This is essential to prevent de facto commercial operators from springing up, who identify with a particular belief system but whose sole or
principal purpose is in fact the provision of legally recognised marriages and associated activities.

My second objection: neither the Hodkin definition of a religion, not the Hodkin-derived definition of a non-religious worldview is adequate, in my view, in
that both would admit beliefs that on any account should be excluded. I suggest a requirement that the beliefs of any belief organisation must attain a
certain level of cogency, seriousness, cohesion and importance; be worthy of respect in a democratic society, be compatible with human dignity; and not
conflict with the fundamental rights of others, as per the Equality Act 2010 and the wider case law around human rights.

My third objection: there is confusion arising from using the term secular, and its ambiguity.

Fourthly, I should prefer an approach that relies on human rights case law as it relates to non-religious beliefs, rather than one that attempts to create a
definition based on a case that turned on the legal definition of worship.

Marriage law could be lined up with what human rights law required. It would also limit which non-religious belief organisations are authorised to
conduct marriages to those that are analogous to religions, and those with intrinsically linked belief about marriage.

Please share your views below:

I think it would be better to ensure that any statutory definition of what DOES constitute a non-religious belief is sufficiently restrictive as to not require
such a list of excluded groups.

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I strongly disagree with these minimal proposed qualifications, which I am concerned could lead to reckless commercialisation at the hands of groups 
that purport to be alighted to some religion or belief but in fact are not motivated by their religion or belief - instead they are primarily motivated by 
commercial interests. Higher legal barriers should be erected to discourage the establishment of purported religion or belief groups purely or mainly to 
provide legally recognised marriages. 
 
Humanists UK proposes two routes to recognition - a) a local route and b) a national route. 
a) local - similar to the existing route upon which most religious groups rely, and confer similar benefits 
b) national - would confer the additional benefit of allowing the group to marry people anywhere they like but would have some higher safeguards in 
place that could be expected to rule out the establishment of supposedly 'religion or belief bodies' in pursuit of profit and gain. 
Humanists UK have laid out criteria for consideration for an organisation to be authorised to conduct weddings by the national route. These include: 
- a wedding service and belief about marriage that is rooted in its belief system 
- have as its principal or sole purpose the advancement of its religion or belief 
- not principally be engaged in conduction marriages and/or training celebrants to conduct marriages 
- have in place procedures approved by the registrar general for the selection, initial and continuing training, accreditation, discipline and



de-accreditation, of fit and proper persons to conduct solemnisation of marriage, as has previously been proposed in England and Wales, such training to
include the legal aspects of conducting a recognised marriage 
- have a building registered with the GRO 
 
It is desirable to allow genuine religious or belief groups to be able to marry people in any location. 
 
For humanist couples, location is highly significant as humanist believe that the meaning of life is not divinely inspired but something that we create for
ourselves, and maximising happiness is the greatest good - therefore humanist couples should be able to have their humanist wedding in whichever
location is most meaningful for them.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

I can see that it is sensible to exclude organisations that promote unlawful purposes but I am concerned by the vagueness of the phrase 'contrary to
public policy or morality'.

Who gets to decide what is and isn't contrary to public policy or morality? Until recently, same-sex marriage - long campaigned for by Humanists UK - was
considered by some as immoral.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I recognise that the Law Commission were obliged to put forward a scheme for independent wedding celebrants but I am concerned about these
proposals to introduce private, commercial competitors with the civil registration service. If the law is changed to allow registrars more freedom over
where civil marriages can take place and what content they can contain, as is proposed, then what extra benefit to couples would be provided by allowing
commercial operators (ie the so called 'independent officiants') the right to solemnise civil marriages?

It establishes a market in marrying people, and a similarly a market, driven by costs and fees, for training those commercial officiant, rather than by public
service.

Importantly for Humanists UK, many commercial celebrants claim to be able to perform 'humanist weddings', despite not having had training - risking
'passing off' and disappointment of the couples who understand that they are having an authentic and accredited humanist wedding. (This is equally true
for commercial celebrants who offer religious weddings).

Humanists UK suggest the close regulation by the GRO but what that would amount to, and the cost, are unclear.

For these reasons ceremonies conducted but commercial celebrants should not be given legal recognition. However, since the Law Commission is bound
by its terms of reference to put forward a scheme by which commercial celebrnants could gain legal recognition for their marriages, the Commission
should stop short of recommending their scheme but rather point out its problems.

Consultation Question 30:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I think that this is the right approach in the first instance but that I do not think that the organisations alone should be relied upon. The registrar general
should have the power to refuse an application if they have reason to think that someone nominated is not fit and proper, rather than have the power to
remove accreditation from an officiant if subsequently they are in some way around not to be fit and proper.

All officiants should be obliged to have up to date DBS checks, as is the case for Humanists UK celebrants.

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Humanists UK celebrants currently operate under this system in Northern Ireland, as do Humanist Society Scotland celebrants in Scotland - in both
jurisdictions, the systems works well.

It should be noted, however, that:
a) not all types of ceremony cost the same to provide

Humanist ceremonies are entirely bespoke to each couple, reflecting perfectly who they are, their personal histories, and their families. Celebrants spend
considerable time getting to know the couple, so that when the celebrant marries them it is by someone whom they know well and often consider a
friend. The celebrant will often familiarise themself with the venue in advance of the ceremony so that it can be best utilised for the ceremony, and there
may be a rehearsal before the wedding day. This is all in keeping with the humanist belief that the meaning of our lives is something that each of us
creates for ourself. The humanist celebrant, therefore, helps the couple construct the most personally meaningful ceremony possible - and that means a
ceremony that is highly personalised to who they are as individuals.

This is in contrast to some other types of ceremony where, for example, a religion may dictate that a ceremony follows some standard template.
Registrars similarly usually follow daily standards scripts with less variation from ceremony to ceremony and often don't meet the couple they are
marrying before the day of the wedding. As a result, humanist celebrants generally invest a great deal more time into creating each ceremony than other
officiants do. Typically, this is about 30 - 50 house ie a whole working week.
As time deserves recompense, this means that Humanists UK celebrants might charge higher fees that those solemnising other types of wedding. This is
not because they are profiting but is simply a reflection that such ceremonies involve more work.

b) costs vary across the country

The cost of living varies around the UK and is higher in some parts of England and Wales and it is in Scotland and Northern Ireland.

c) It's essential that guidance is produced for officiants on how to comply with the profit and gain rule. This guidance has been very helpful for HSS
Celebrants in Scotland, I understand.

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I do not think that commercial celebrants should gain legal recognition for their marriages so this question should not arise.

However not binding independent officiants by the rule against profit provides no benefit to couples and in fact opens them to exploitation.

The 'conflict of interest' rule is weak and, arguably, unenforceable.

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I feel very strongly that this proposal has been too loosely drawn. It has failed to consider properly what is significant about civil, religious and humanist
ceremonies, or the proper role of the state in providing marriages. It has also failed to consider the individuals' motives for choosing what content they
wish to have in their ceremonies, and how their motivation might be a more appropriate way to decide where the line should be drawn. It has failed to
consider the Employment Law issues that could arise from requiring registrars to conduct marriages with certain types of religious content. Conversely it
has failed to consider what analogous restrictions should exist on the the inclusion of humanist content in civil weddings. It has failed to consider how all
these concerns are amplified when it comes to the more profit-driven behaviour of commercial celebrants conducting civil marriages.

The state should not act in a way which constitutes an expression of a particular religion or belief but should stay neutral on such matters, which include
civl weddings.
The requirement for state neutrality in matters of religion and belief is clearly established in human rights case law and underlies the case, given the state
recognition of religious marriages, for equal recognition of humanist marriages.

Civil marriage served a distinct purpose in its own right: it's a form of marriage for those who do not want to get married in a way that expresses a
particular religion or belief.

Please share your views below:

I strongly suggest that the key distinction that should instead be made in the law concerns the motives of the couple in wishing to include religious or
humanist content. If it is to be included only for its cultural or sentimental associations that should be permissible but nothing should be allowed if the
motive is religious or humanist. This is a test that can be assessed easily. It would also be useful to have some non-binding guidance.

Consultation Question 46:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Humanist weddings are arranged in whatever location is most meaningful and personally significant for the the couple: many of them take place in the
couple's or their family's private homes including their gardens.

If the open doors requirement is maintained and humanist marriages were legally recognised, then it would be difficult for couples to have weddings in
such locations: a significant risk of intruders or theft might arise, especially if the law requires the location of the wedding to be published in advance
through an online notice system.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I agree, with the caveat outlined in my answers to subsequent questions and the proposal made in response to question 25.

Couples choose to have a humanist wedding led by a humanist celebrant because it reflects their humanist beliefs, and allows them to marry in a way
which reflects and reinforces their own values and belief system, celebrating them as unique human beings who find joy and meaning in the world
around them.

Often working with couples a year ahead, as a celebrant I spend considerable time with them in person, getting to know the both, and understand them
and their stories, what's important to them, how they want to mark and celebrate their union. Over many months, we exchange telephone calls and
emails, so that I can perfectly craft and tailor the ceremony to be totally authentic and personal to the two of them. The final script will be totally unique,
celebrating them as individuals and as a couple.

The choice of location is very often extremely significant and is a further representation of the couple's individuality and what is meaningful to them.
Locations in which I have led humanist weddings include:
- in the gardens of a village hall in the village where the bride grew up
- on the terrace of a jazz bar on the Thames, where the couple (both jazz musicians) first met
- on the roof terrace of restaurant where the couple had their first date

outdoors,, on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

These are all locations where it should be possible to get married as they are all locations which - for varying personal reasons - be the most meaningful
and personal places to a couple for their wedding, and therefore an intrinsic manifestation of their humanism.

A great proportion of humanist weddings are outdoors or in private homes (in my experience, based on weddings I have conducted, about 50%).

Fewer couples choose to get married on the water or in the air but it should be possible if they do, provided that a) health and safety guidelines are
observed and b) the dignity of marriage can be maintained.

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Other

Other

Other

Please expand on your answer:



It should not be possible for civil or non-religious belief weddings to take place in places of worship. It would cloud the secular or non-religious nature of
such ceremonies were they to occur in such locations.

It is unclear what is meant here by the terms 'religious venues' and 'non-religious venues' and the term should be defined more precisely.

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This question has no OTHER option.
This question is unclear - what does it mean to be 'responsible' (and what are the consequences if a wrong decision is made?)

If the Commission means that officiants should have the right to decline to conduct a ceremony to which they have a reasonable objection on the
grounds of safely or dignity, then I agree.

However there must be serious doubts about a system in which the officiant takes on legal responsibility in respect of the location.

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

i agree, with regards to dignity since this is intrinsic tot he nature of the ceremony. Some guidances on this would be welcome.

However, I have serious concerns in respect of safely. At present there are stringent requirements laid down for approved premises which presumably
the Commission now proposes should be repealed.

Responsibility should fall differently depending on the type of location:
- country houses, hotels, stately homes etc (ie rented for the wedding) - proprietors carry the prime responsibility, as they do under general law
- private premises ie family homes, gardens - used by consent but at no charge, then the owners carry all responsibility
- land routinely open to the public such as parks - the owners (such as LA) would be responsible in the broad sense of having a duty to all members of the
public resorting the park. It makes sense for the couple (or the officiant) to check with the owner that they have no objection to a ceremony taking place
there as there may be insurance implications (falling branches etc)
- open country - beaches, hill sides, woodlands, cliff tops - where there is no obvious or accessible owner and where it would be onerous to require
searches - in these cases the couple who are inviting guests to attend myst have some responsibility.

In all these cases, the officiant should have a subsidiary role in, for example:
- being aware of risks such as unstable ground/cliffs/river banks, dead trees at risk of falling etc - drawing them to the attention of the couple with a view
to agreeing a better location nearby
- looking out for risks that may arise from the particular use of the premises, for example a single narrow doorway that might become crushed in the
event of an alarm or the use of candles around decorations.

Usually, as a celebrant I visit a location before the day of the event, not simply to familiarise myself with the space but with this sort of consideration in
mind. Guidance or advice would be welcome.

However, there should be no statutory responsibility for the officiant.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This seems a good suggestion as far as safety is concerned. albeit that the process would be relatively automatic with premises which are routinely
available for hire. It would be needed only for the type of location where the owner or would not expect to take responsibility eg pubic access
countryside. See response to Q52.

I do not think that the local authority should attempt assessments of dignity, e except in cases where the venue is clearly undignified, such as a strip club.
That is more appropriately done by the officiant - and I will want to continue to make my own assessments of suitability and dignity with very high
standards.

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration



Consultation Question 54:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I agree that there will always be some couples who wish to get married simply and quickly, with the least possible fuss and expense.

Whilst humanist weddings are not recognised, it is extremely important that a low cost wedding option remains an option: a large majority of couples
currently having humanist weddings also have a civl marriage in order to gain legal recognition, in spite of not wanting to do so.

More than that, it should be proscribed that:
- registrars must make known the availability of the minimum-fee option, wherever they advertise that other options are available (not always the case
currently)
- registrars must make such ceremonies generally available, across all days the week and in a wider range of registration offices (not always the case
currently)
- registrars must not be able to restrict who attends such a ceremony, beyond what the physical space allows, or what niceties such ceremonies might
contain, beyond what is necessary for the punctual running of the ceremony

The need for such legislation would be less acute were humanist marriages legally recognised

Consultation Question 78:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I strongly believe that this would be a good thing. It is clear that, at present, registrars' fees are engineered to generate revenue for the local authority.

In some local authorities, fees for weekend weddings are more than £1000, and it has been acknowledged that income from weddings cross-subsidises
other parts of the registration service. This is particularly objectionable given the monopoly registrars hold for legally recognised weddings for
non-religious couples.

Removing such profit making would de-commercialise the marriage industry. It would also reduce incentives for commercial behaviour for other types of
officiant by ensuring that registrars offer relatively low-cost options. It would create parity between registrars and religious or belief officiants, who would
similarly be bound by profit and gain rules.

However, it should be recognised that not all civil marriages will cost the same. Some couples will choose to have more elaborate civil marriages that take
longer to prepare or officiate at, or that involve additional local authority staff. Similarly marriages out side of standard office hours could legitimately
incur a higher - though still prescribed - hourly rate than those during the working week, reflecting less desirable working hours. Consequently I do not
wish to see overly strict limits on how much registrars charge, just some reasonable limits.

Consultation Question 81:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Following legal recognition of humanist weddings in Scotland, there has been a huge demand for humanist wedding ceremonies - now more than
Christian marriages - and my understanding is that the same situation would occur in England and Wales, were humanist weddings be legally recognised
here

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

At present, couples choosing to have a humanist wedding at present are faced with additional complexities in gaining legal recognition, though an
unwanted, additional civil marriage.

- the availability of time slots for the 'basic' civil marriage is extremely limited, making it very difficult to book one. Often they are not available for months
ahead. One of my couples had experience of this in the London Borough of Greenwich.

This will only be exacerbated after the pandemic, when there is pent-up demand for civil weddings.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

As per my responses to Qs 77 and 80, if humanist weddings are not recognised, there must be lower cost and easier access options available for 'no frills'
civil ceremonies by registrars.

However, if humanist weddings are legally recognised, it would represent a substantial saving to humanist couples who, as present, may have to pay for
two weddings - an additional civil marriage which they do not want, which may well have cost them in the region of £500 (even £800 for a weekend
ceremony in a London LA).

There would also be considerable savings in time and cumbersome and unnecessary administration.

The proposals to open up a wider range of venues - in particular homes and outdoors public places - also present considerable savings for humanist
couples. Many of the couples I have married have chosen locations that are extremely personal and meaningful to them - intrinsic to their humanism (a
jazz by by the River Thames where the couple, both jazz musicians, first met; the gardens of a village hall in the village where the bride had grown up; the
terrace of a restaurant where the couple had had their first date; the large and elegant gardens of the groom's family).

Therefore enabling weddings in such venues to be legally recognised is essential to us as Humanists UK celebrants. It would free the couples from having
two ceremonies and let them avoid the cost and hassle of a second ceremony which they do not want, simply to confider legal recognition.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :



Legal recognition of humanist marriages would remove a requirement to have registrars involved at all, and so would be significant and welcome
cost-saver to humanist couples.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

I am aware of historic buildings which many be unable to meet all the requirements at present to be able to register as approved premises but that, none
the less wold be perfectly suitable for occasional weddings for certain couples.

The greater flexibility the proposed scheme affords such premises is also to be welcomed.

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I agree with the benefits of the reforms outlined in paragraph 13.172 where it says 'we think the fact that the current law restricts the ability of many
couples to marry in the type of the location that they would want, to personalise their ceremony, or to have their wedding conducted by a person who
shares their non-religious beliefs...plays a role (in some couples choosing to travel outside of England and Wales to get married).' Certainly some
humanist couples choose to get married in Scotland or Ireland for these reasons, and Jersey has been marketing itself as a destination to English and
Welsh couples as an attractive destination for weddings, for these reasons, since its law was reformed in 2018.

I expect that liberalising the laws in England and Wales to allow both outdoor and humanist marriages, and to reduce the residency requirements, would
make England and Wales a more attractive destination for weddings.

There is no reason why legally recognising commercial celebrants would result in more couples choosing to get married in England or Wales or
elsewhere. If recognition is extended to humanist and outdoors marriages, and civil marriages are freed up to be more flexible in their content - as is
proposed - there no additional benefit can be expected from allowing commercial celebrants to conduct legally recognised marriages. This is not allowed
in Scotland, Northern Ireland or the Republic of Ireland,and no-one there is pushing for the law to change.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

I think that the proposals will substantially reduce the costs for couples, especially those who wish to have a humanist wedding and humanist weddings
are legally recognised. This is because they will no longer be obliged to have a second unwanted civil marriage in order to gain legal recognition. The
savings could be well over £500.



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUC1-7

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-04 02:01:43

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:



No

Please expand on your answer:

I think this requirement should remain

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

An in person interview should be just that, a face to face interview between the concerned parties.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Yes it should remain possible

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

No

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If that is the present situation it should remain so

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:



Please share your views below:

They should be more widely published

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes to both 1 and 2

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Both should attend

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

This should remain so

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If a church wedding the recognised Church priest or minister should officiate

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes to 1
No to 2. The officiant should be a registration officer

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There should be some clarification as to what is meant by 'at least 20 members'
In England?
in the UK?
in your town?
And by 'meet regularly'
once a week/
four times a year?
now and again?
And 'belief about marriage'
Only between heterosexuals?
between any two people of either sex or same sex?
life-long?
as long as it suits?
and so on.....!

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

'purposes that are unlawful' MUST be excluded
but who judges what constitutes public policy or morality?

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Yes they should be leading officiants of their organisation duly trained and appointed and recognised as such

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

That means any crank, Tom Dick or Harriet or self-appointed person who would see it as a good way to make money maybe and on what basis of
motivation, training, whimsy , and who would decide that they may be authorised?
This could be a whole can of worms

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But by whom and how is that policed?

Consultation Question 33:

No



Please expand on your answer:

There should be limits if for no other reason than weeding out the cunning, deceptive and unscrupulous.

Consultation Question 34:

No

Please expand on your answer:

You have to be one or the other and cannot have a finger in both pies and any independent officiant should not be able to conduct a church wedding

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I agree with the proposed duty, but it certainly does not go far enough because Officiants should have a wider to make certain and ensure that the
content and tone of the
legal ceremony upholds the dignity and solemnity of marriage.
In the first place you have to define in your proposals what is meant by the words dignity’ and ‘solemnity’. The consultation seems to view ceremonies
taking place “in the air” as being compatible with these tests. That suggests to me that they are easy standards
to reach.
It seems to me that the duty of the officiant is limited to the conduct of the
officiant. I want this to make clear that it also covers the content of the ceremony.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But there must be another authority who could bring about the withdrawal of authority where the organisation is considered to be failing in its duty to
uphold and support the dignity, seriousness, and the proper fulfilling of the duties of a trained officiant

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But clearly the GRO could not be responsible for monitoring all officiants at all weddings. though they would have an urgent duty to respond to any
complaints that there is something that needs investigating or has not complied with the required standards.

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes - but once again who will organise this continuing professional development programme? It might sound a good idea but is most likely daft political
(in)corectness! Ministers of religion don't expect to go for regular training on how to conduct weddings



Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I am most concerned that this question proposes removing the ‘prescribed words’
and just requiring an expression of consent “whether orally or otherwise” (whatever those words are meant to convey). Does this mean that the consent
could be by simply signing a statement of consent, and (even more worrying) could one of the parties could do this even if they were not at the wedding
ceremony?

It should not be possible for someone to get married without actually being present at the wedding ceremony. Simply signing the marriage schedule or
document is inadequate.
The couple getting married would be able to say anything they like (or nothing at all). I cannot believe that you are proposing such a major departure
from the public
declarations which have ALWAYS been considered a foundation to the legal
marriage ceremony. This risks undermining the solemnity of the wedding ceremony and denying the seriousness of the commitment being made and I
would have thought quite contrary to your proposed intentions.

There is already a large amount of flexibility in the wedding ceremonies. The prescribed
words are minimal and couples can add to them in all sorts of ways.
It is not very important to ask that some specific phrases are used to show that both people freely consent to the lifetime commitment they are entering
into. The idea that a couple should be able to completely personalise their ceremony stems from a wrong view of marriage and demotes it to being just
about them and nothing to do with the good of society at large. A wedding is not just about the couple because they enter into a union which is
understood by society and has been legally defined. So society and the law must be served and have an interest in the making of a public declaration. A
wholly self-defined marriage ceremony would separate it from the law and wider society which would be very detrimental. Marriage would become an
entirely private matter rather than one of the corner stones of a responsible society.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I shudder to think what this could do to the seriousness and solemnity of a
marriage ceremony. Again a particular ceremony should not just be allowed to take any form or content simply because the couple wants it, but because
it is appropriate for such a significant and serious event. Once again I find it necessary to point out that the idea that a couple should be able to choose
everything about a wedding ceremony comes from a wrong view of marriage. A wedding is a public declaration in which society and the state have an
interest which should not be eroded.
I was horrified to read that some unofficial wedding ceremonies have included themes
such as Alice in Wonderland, The animal Kingdom, or with a Tudor theme or with the couple and guests in fancy dress etc. Hardly a way to demonstrate
that the couple wished to show seriously marriage should be taken!

Consultation Question 44:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Surely people who do not belong to a particular Faith should not be entitled to 'ape' or copy that form of wedding. And why have you only referred to
three religious groups and not other major Faiths or Denominations?

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No



Please expand on your answer:

Absolutely NOT. The whole concept of the “open doors” requirement helps
convey the public nature of wedding declarations. It is not some little secret ceremony to which members of the public are forbidden access. It is a public
act and must remain so.
You seem to have overlooked the fact that the open doors requirement was introduced hundreds of years ago as a protection against forced marriage.
This is still a problem in our society. If you remove this requirement or condition you will encourage a false perception that marriage is a private matter
without any public significance.
Nothing could be further than the truth.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Again we have this 'choose whatever and wherever you like, after all it is your wedding' notion coming in and permeating this consultation with the
ideology of 'self' namely, if you want it you can have it. If marriage is to be a ceremony of seriousness and solemnity it not only requires the dignity of its
content but also of its place. Venues should not simply be allowed because marrying couples want them, but because
they are appropriate places to hold such a significant ceremony. I can see that there are some specific benefits in a wider variety of venues being allowed
(for example churches who do not own their own building), but this should not legitimise inappropriate settings. How about getting wed at Wilkos, or the
penguin pool at London Zoo, or you local nudist club?

• Question 48 specifically asks about couples having
ceremonies “in the air”, meaning the safe and dignified
test doesn’t seem too hard to meet. Would weddings
also be allowed in McDonald’s?
• Unofficial wedding ceremonies have taken place in
an S&M dungeon, underwater, and at a Comic Book
convention with a couple dressed as comic book heroes.
It would be completely incompatible with the dignity of
marriage for venues like these to host legal weddings.

• For Question 52, explain that there is a lack of clarity in
how venues would be tested for “dignity” and “safety”.
While the proposals call for guidance from the General
Register Office, the terms are not defined and stringent
safeguards should be proposed.

Please share your views below:

Outdoors = Yes
Inland waters? What about mid ocean somewhere or swimming the Channel?
In the air? Do the guests all use parachutes?
Private homes? In the toilet!
Come on proposers tell me how this fits the public access condition, or a safe and dignified space. At the moment there is a wide choice of registered
venues.
What is happening to our selfish society?

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

NO. All weddings should be publicly accessible. It is a public service. The couple are making a public declaration. Marriage is a public institution.

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

No

Please expand on your answer:

If people are allowed to choose their venue (within set conditions) if the venue agreed then why should a ceremony not take place there?



Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Should not be down to one individual

Consultation Question 52:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There is a lack of clarity in how venues would be tested for “dignity” and “safety”.
While the proposals call for guidance from the General Register Office, the terms are not defined and stringent safeguards should be proposed. Health
and Safety issues, public liability requirements, risk assessments, etc are a fact of life for all public activities and institutions, and commercial concerns
and these considerations should also apply to here people can get married.

No

Please expand on your answer:

Officiants should not be expected to be responsible for this. This is a matter of public concern.

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

must have witnesses

Consultation Question 58:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 59:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

I would have thought everyone has a right to marry within the law

Consultation Question 63:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No they should be married until parted by death unless in the meantime they divorce

Consultation Question 66:

No

Please expand on your answer:

AS in 65 above

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

All wedding ceremonies must have all participating people in attendance

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

The present law does not discourage married
I hope many of your proposals are not agreed to

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

While the positive arguments for the seven-day residence requirement are not strong - if it did not exist, it would be unlikely that it would be invented - it
does represent an aspect of the institution of marriage as rooted in local communities. This is not just an historical phenomenon which is quaint but
obsolete in the conditions of modern life. The idea that it is, is perhaps a product of the fact that policy is much more likely to be determined by
'anywheres' than 'somewheres’, in David Goodhart's terms. Marriage is an event located, in some sense, in a community; and it is better if that is
understood not in the context of a community so large that membership of it is a national and bureaucratic matter rather than a matter of real human
networks of relationship.
For very many people, marriage is a local event, taking some of its resonances from the implicit 'blessing' of a local community, and it is good for that to
be reflected in the normal procedures for legitimising a marriage, even though there may be wide scope for exceptions.Further, it should not be a priority
in determining the law on this matter, nor even a factor, that a particular change might 'bring economic benefits in opening up weddings in England and
Wales to couples who are resident overseas'. It is bad enough when changes in our courts system are justified by the argument that the change in
question would attract juridical business from overseas. To turn marriage into an international tourist attraction would inevitably cheapen the institution,
whose dignity and solemnity is acknowledged to be an important element in its very nature.

The arguments in the Consultation document lean rather too much on the doubtful principle that hard cases make good law. The position, for example,
of those living in houseboats or caravans, or not having documentary evidence of residence, can straightforwardly be dealt with by exception, without
being an argument for scrapping the whole concept of residence.

It is unlikely - in view of the changes in neighbouring jurisdictions noted at 4.33 - that these considerations will be decisive in determining the question
about residence requirements; but the considerations set out here will be referred to in the answers to subsequent Questions, and the cumulative effect
of doing away with a variety of aspects of the rooting of the institution of marriage in local communities should be borne in mind.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This seems entirely sensible in the modern context. Since the whole system presupposes a national data management system, it does not really matter
where that system is accessed. This is quite separate from the question where this information, once inputted, should be handled and used as the basis
for progressing arrangements for the wedding.

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Three days is manifestly too short. The argument at 4.50 for retaining an in-person interview is a strong one, even if other jurisdictions have given up on
it; and most of the effectiveness of that is undermined if so short a period is allowed. The pressure on the registration officer to make a call on the
possibility of forced or sham marriage, with in practice insufficient time for the relevant other agency to follow up the case, would be intolerable.

it is embarrassing to see the argument seriously put forward that the number of cases of serious harm and criminal misuse of the marriage process
would be very small (4.59, 4.61). That is, almost, the point - the consequences of such abuse are so serious that the system must be designed to maximise
the chance of detecting and preventing it.

It is not at all cogent to argue that marriages of people living overseas would be so much easier with a 3-day period (4.64). The impropriety of making the
economic value of attracting weddings from overseas a factor in any way has been dealt with above.

These factors could be adduced to justify a period of longer than 7 days. However, if on balance 7 days was held to be fair to the great majority of
good-faith applications while giving enough time to follow up any evidence or suspicions of malpractice, that could be a fair compromise.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

The concerns of the Forced Marriage Unit need to be taken seriously. It would be rash to include in primary legislation a provision for remote interviews,
even if there were a tacit understanding that it would not be implemented until serious questions about the adequacy of technological solutions were
resolved.

No one is suggesting at present that marriages might be carried out online. But the important hurdle is the issuing of authorisation for the marriage to
take place. It is counterintuitive to suggest that the marriage ceremony must be in person, but that its legality could depend on remote verification - at
least unless the options for secure provision and analysis of biodata etc were much more developed than at present.

Consultation Question 8:



Please share your views below:

Since these concessions are established in law and practice, and since they reflect special relationships with Scotland and with the relevant
Commonwealth member states and territories, there seems no prima facie reason to revoke them

Consultation Question 9:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This is probably reasonable. The merit of the ecclesiastical preliminary of banns has been that the couple are identified by their full names and parish of
residence, without indication of exact address or of the date or place of marriage; and the circulation even of these details is restricted to those present at
the service or those to whom they may pass the information. This cannot be a blueprint for a more modern system, but the same principles apply -
sufficient to identify, without giving too many hostages to fortune in terms of supplying information to those who may have mischievous intent.

It is welcome that the paper acknowledges that marriage is 'a public, rather than private, matter' (p.105). The display of notices does have an important
part in making this real. The fact that almost no one goes to their local register office to consult the list of prospective marriages does not invalidate the
significance of the current procedure, even though it may be little more than symbolic - it is a symbol of something, not of nothing, as is the calling of
banns, which does in many cases have a more positive value. A couple's public declaration of their intent to make marriage vows has deep historical
roots, which are not merely a matter of nostalgia but stand for continuing societal understandings about what marriage is.

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This is dependent on the responses to later Questions on the role of the officiant. It may well be that there could be an option to state in the schedule the
place, or the officiant, or both.

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Agreed, subject to the precautions against abuse which are outlined in 4.91.

Please share your views below:

This is very doubtful - it is hard to see how it could be framed in such a way as to prevent abuse, or the development of schemes where e.g. a group of
officants could operate collectively, with one of them named on the schedule but with ways of gaming the system so that someone else could do it on the
day.

Consultation Question 13:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Agreed that it is best that the Churches in question should take a view on this issue, as stated in 4.140 and in spite of the relatively tendentious way in 
which the arguments are presented in the paper. 
 
It is not true, as the paper asserts, that 'the link between an individual and their parish of residence has already been broken' (4.139); as if (per 
impossibile) it could only be unbroken if every parish in the land were a single unit with its own incumbent. Similarly, the argument about a



'one-stop-shop' (ibid) has no relevance here. the current system of banns preserves in a real and practical sense, a direct connection to the ecclesiastical
area in which one of the parties lives. 
 
The system of banns is based on where the parties live. In many cases, currently, that means that banns are called in only one parish. But the calling of
banns in two (or three) churches is valued by a fair proportion of those seeking this route; and the fact that their number may currently be shrinking, of
which the paper makes much, is hardly relevant.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

1. Clergy are currently obliged to check nationality only. This is reasonable, and does not amount to them acting as immigration officers, any more than
private landlords, banks or the DVLA are acting as immigration officers in doing the same check. As a general principle, there is no reason why clergy
should not be expected to carry out further checks on the same basis as other non-legally-trained functionaries such as those listed above. it would be
possible for the churches in question to establish some kind of system to support such checking or carry it out on behalf of clergy. in certain areas (such
as safeguarding) analogous processes of checking have become part of church routines.

This does not of course substitute for the role of the Home Office in following up any suspicion of irregularity, which would be reported by the member of
the clergy in the usual way.

2. This seems entirely sensible, in line with civil practice.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

The consultation paper lacks objectivity in its presentation of the arguments here. At 4.124, a 2017 General Synod debate is mentioned, with quotations
from two clergy who have consistently argued for universal civil preliminaries (including the one who proposed the Private Member’s Motion in question),
but without the information that the motion failed in all three houses of the Synod. That degree of misrepresentation is not excusable. It is continued,
though less egregiously, in 4.160.

It is not the experience in most places that the rules on banns are impossibly confusing. They are operated effectively across the country, and have been
so for many years, as each of the various successive changes have been incorporated into practice. It is perfectly possible for the system of banns to be
continued, with necessary alterations to avoid the mismatches which the paper points out between its requirements and those of the civil system. A
number of these changes have already been made, or prepared for, in the move towards marriage schedules, for which legislation is already in place.

The argument from equality (4.166) is misplaced. As long as there is no unfair advantage for those using the ecclesiastical preliminaries route - and
acknowledging that some adjustments may need to be made to achieve that outcome unequivocally, though there is no evidence of inequitable
outcomes in practice - there is no place for allegations of inequality, which is of course distinct from lack of equivalence,, or from identical treatment.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is right and proper as long as the meaning of 'officiant' is understood very broadly, i.e. as a named person who has the three duties listed. This is not
to accept that the role of 'officiant' is the same in all weddings. The paper in effect dismisses the idea of solemnisation, for example, as a matter of
religious custom with no legal consequence. However, in the Church of England it is generally understood that the solemnisation is the key event of aa
wedding, is the legally decisive event. This carries weight in view of the role of the Church of England as the national church established by law; the Law
Commission at some points in this paper seems to see this as an anachronistic anomaly (in spite of 5.77), but it remains a legal fact.

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Agreed that it is ideal that registration officers should not have to be present at religious weddings. However, there may well be cases where the standing 
of the religious community in question, or the officiant in question, is for one of a variety of reasons in doubt. In such cases it will be an assurance to 
those present and to the State that the wedding is valid, if a registration officer is present. this should be very uncommon, but it would be unfortunate to



legislate against the possibility of it ever happening.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

In principle, yes; but this does not allow for the Church in Wales' stated preference that it should be that (large) sub-class of clerks in holy orders who are
authorised to undertake public ministry. If the wording in the question were incorporated into law, there would be no discretion allowed to the churches,
once a person had been ordained and remained in orders.

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

That is fine for now, but there are risks in framing primary legislation in terms of formulations drawn from the common law. There is no guarantee that a
further leading case might not emerge, which requires the further specifying of the criteria for 'non-religious belief organisation'. It is worth considering
whether it is not better to leave the phrase less clearly defined in the legislation, thus allowing room for further definition in the common law as new
situations and circumstances are tested in the courts.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

'Sincerely held belief' is a curiously psychological phrase; it is not clear how a court would assess its presence. Perhaps consider something like 'a clearly
stated belief involving commitment to the institution of marriage'.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Inclined to stop at 'unlawful'. 'Contrary to public policy' opens up frightening possibilities of unjustified action against groups who might be unpopular or
whose views ran contrary to government thinking; especially if the proscribing of organisations in this way were in the power of the executive. Similarly
'morality'.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Very considerable responsibilities are being placed on the officiants. For this reason it might be preferable for their authorisation to be by name in all
cases, to reduce such risks as intervention by an impostor. This would place a burden on the organisation to give notice every time the occupant of an
office is replaced; but that seems reasonable.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is a reasonable minimum level of accountability.

Consultation Question 29:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It is important that this is so. Because they are not affiliated to any pre-existing community or organisation in which their role is rooted and finds a
measure of inherent accountability (even if there were a professional body, that would not count as such), some central controlling authority is required.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The 'elevating' clause is perhaps justiciable, but barely. Perhaps some such expression as 'by setting fees at a level which is unreasonably high in relation
to the costs involved, or which undermines the putting into practice of the organisation’s stated beliefs about marriage'.

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

One glory of the present system is that the same standard of service in the basic ceremony is made available to all those being married. Couples can pay
for all kinds of extras, but the core ceremony itself is the same. That is true, at least, of the Church of England. The same celebrant will, all being well, give
as much attention to the wedding of the poorest as to the richest. The proposed arrangements can and probably will give rise to super-celebrants who
cater for the well-off, and one of whose devices for discouraging those unable to afford lots of extras will be to set their basic fees very high. At the other
end, bargain-basement services are likely to emerge. Simply to leave all this to the forces of the market will lead to a very different practice of marriage
from the present situation, in terms of the nature of the 'still centre' of the event, the moment of marrying.

One might compare funeral fees. This is of course a different matter since marriage is a choice and death is not; but the Competition and Markets
authority is actively looking at price control mechanisms in response to perceived unfairnesses. it would be unfortunate if a liberal legislative or
regulatory regime in marriage celebrations were to lead to CMA involvement in a few years' time.

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The paragraphs 5.193-5 are excellent. 195 does not go quite far enough. It says, 'we do not ... think that the responsibility to uphold the dignity of
marriage should require the officiant to stop the wedding...'. It should be made clear (and the present wording could be held to imply the opposite) that
an officiant had discretion to stop the proceedings altogether before the actual marriage, if they felt that the dignity and solemnity of the occasion was
being fatally undermined (e.g. the couple were drunk and not taking the occasion in any way seriously).

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Agreed in relation to all specific statutory responsibilities. However, in the case of religion and belief organisations, in relation to the duty to maintain the
dignity and solemnity of marriage, withdrawal of authorisation should be either the sole preserve of, or carried out only in consultation with, the
nominating organisation. It is hardly for the GRO to adjudicate (suppose, for example, a relative complained about style of worship in, say, a Pentecostal
church) on what manifestations of religion or belief fall within what is solemn and dignified.

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It should be possible to track whether an officiant has carried out any weddings within the last, say 5 years. If not, it would be reasonable to request
confirmation from the authorising body, or (in the case of independent officiants) the person, whether they anticipate carrying out weddings.

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

In general, yes. But 'should not be required to express that there is no impediment to their marrying each other (with the issue of impediments being
addressed during the preliminaries)' rules out the existing part of the Church of England marriage service which contains just such a requirement. Add
qualification such as 'should not in all cases'....

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 47:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

It is a good general principle, pace all that is said in the paper, that the public should have access to weddings. even though Church of England weddings
are not legally obliged to happen with open doors, it is true in the overwhelming majority of cases that members of the public are able to attend, and not
infrequently do. This is one of the few remaining vestiges of the public, community-oriented nature of marriage in our culture. It would be good if this
could be articulated within the law, but it is true that there may be many possible good reasons for making a wedding private. So best of all would be a
presumption of public accessibility, but with a fairly low threshold for the overriding of that presumption.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Certain sandards of propriety should be applied in order to maintain the 'dignity and solemnity' crieteriion. This cannot be covered simply by health and
safety critteria (eg the clifftop wedding). that the couple fell in love in a strip club does not mean ...

The Church of England tradition of place, archetypally the parish church, has many strengths, even though it has to be conceded that even having a roof
over one's head is in this day and age not essential to a wedding. Probably, in the weddings marketplace, it is for a body which owns buildings, like the
Church of England, to commend the value, significance, even the historic and numinous quality, of its buildings on their own merits rather than as given
special privileges in law.

The holding of weddings in private homes is natural to some faiths and cultures, but as a custom more widely it would serve to accelerate a kind of
privatisation of marriage which is not socially functional. The vigorous arguments presented in 7.142ff in favour of the use of private homes have mostly
an air of special pleading. There will be legitimate exceptions, but private homes should not be viewed by the law as a normal venue for a wedding. that is
yet another possible factor not only in privatising, but in creating inequality; most people will not have a home big enough to accommodate even a
modest wedding ceremony.

Please share your views below:

Private homes - see above

Otherwise, subject to jurisdictional issues, that the marriage must in the territory of England and Wales, there is no particular reason to place legal limits
as long as the venue is not such as to exclude the possibility of more than a tiny number of people being present. While a wedding may proceed with only
the minimum number including a couple of witnesses, it becomes absurd if the venue is deliberately exclusive of more than minimal attendance. In
particular, a scenario where the wedding happened in a biplane and was followed by a huge party on the ground, would seem inappropriate.

Consultation Question 49:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

As in many of these issues, there is a balance to be struck between choice on the one hand, and the inescapably public element in the institution of
marriage. In the Church of England, the sacramental understanding of marriage puts it on a par in some respects with baptism, which is normally held in
a public service though exceptions are made. It would be open to a church to make its own rules on such matters, of course, but it is at least arguable
that the British people do not wish marriage to be a wholly private transaction. If all royal weddings were private, that would not seem like Britain; though
some are. There may be some scope for the law to say that marriages will normally take place in publicly accessible locations; and if it be argued that this
is no different from placing and conditions, under any but the most positivist understanding the law does have a function of articulating common values.

Consultation Question 50:

Other

Other

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not convinced that any of these matters should be hardened into law; because some religious and non-religious belief organisations might legitimately
have understandings of marriage which are serious but which allow of civil marriage ceremonies. At the boundaries, the difference between one religious
and another non-religious organisation may be very slight, and there may be people who are not members of either sort of organisation but who perhaps
for family reasons, would like to marry in that context but without religious content to the ceremony. It hardly seems the place of the secular law to forbid
such elisions.



Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, but with some kind of back-up:
a) stated criteria, probably in secondary legislation, according to which an officiant may make their decision; and/or
b) Some kind of avenue for arbitration. A very likely scenario is 'If you won't let us do it on top of Helvellyn, we'll find a someone who will' - and someone
is very likely to be found, at the right price.
The officiant will need some kind of point of reference or support if they are to stand up against an insistent couple, or in the extreme case if they are
taken to court over the issue. Existing wedding celebrants have the backing (or challenge) of their institution in such cases; independent officiants will not.

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

with provisos as above

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is quite possible for venues to keep records of previous weddings successfully carried out, or for couples to produce evidence that a partciular venue ha
been safely and properly used previously.

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is permissive, and so there can be no possible objection.

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Simple equality issue

Consultation Question 56:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This is too uncertain and hypothetical to be included in primary legislation at the present time.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The evidence on the real circumstances of forced marriage clearly justified abolition.

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

In practice, the primary reason for this proposal seems to be that this would 'provide an incentive for owners of cruise shops to register their vessels in
this jurisdiction’ (11.107). That is not a relevant factor, and should not be viewed as such. The arguments for the territorial sea etc are less weak than for
international waters, but the more gimmicky and adventurous the location, the further the culture of marriage is straying from the roots which make it
marriage in the long English tradition, and the more it potentially subordinates the dignity and solemnity of marriage to the excitement of a novel
experience. For this reason the Commission's position of complete neutrality as to location is too bland; some provision for exceptionality of exotic
venues would be suitable in the legal framework.

Consultation Question 69:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

See above.

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

See above

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

One knows of no demand for such opportunities.

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

No

Please expand on your answer:



The additional marginal cost should be added to the calculation of the general fees, so that there is no extra cost to a housebound or detained person.
neither has chosen the limitation on their movement. This would be more controversial in the case of a detained person, though perhaps not for some
detained under the Mental Health Acts; but imprisonment, and still more immigration detention, are conditions which limit people’s economic
opportunities severely, and the additional charge is unjust.

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

see above

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, but with provision for remission on compassionate grounds.

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

There should be discretion to waive.

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Unlikely that the changes would impact the volumes.



Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

On the whole it is likely that average costs will increase. Much depends on the degree of freedom and regulation in advertising, a subject on which the
consultation paper does not seem to touch.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

as above

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

Income to religious etc organisations from weddings is diminishing in any case, and it is difficult to know how far the changes would affect this trend.
Probably not much in either direction.
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

So this question reveals where this consultation is coming from. Instead of those who would trap women in a legally-non-binding Sharia law marriage
having to fit in with existing UK law, The Law Commission is covertly proposing that UK law is changed to make it easier to accommodate such Sharia
marriages. It's just another Government-led step in the progressive and fully conscious de-christianisation of UK society, and I find that grossly offensive.

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:



Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Part of the stability provided by marriage is that others, in the ewider family and/or circle of acquaintances of those marrying, should be involved by
attending the marriage ceremony. This proposal would make it easier for couples to not involve others, thus weakening the meaning of marriage and its
strengthening effect on all social relationships. It seems the Law Society wants to convert marriage into a mere pantomime.

Consultation Question 5:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This proposal would reduce the sense of answerability to authority, and to others who will be attending the marriage ceremony. It would promote the
reduction of marriage into a purely private act involving only the two persons getting married. But marriage has, and should have, a much wider meaning
that that.

This propsal also runs he risk of reducing the in-person interview to a mere ruibber stamp rather than on the genuineness and legal propriety of the
proposed marriage

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

One month. A wise legislature would recognise that there is a difference between lust and love. Love is self-controlled, and patient, whereas lust is
ompatient to have what it wants immediately. There was an Nancy Sinatra song then went "We got marrired in a fever, hotter than a pepper sprout.
We've been talking about Jackson [where they could obtain an easy divorce] ever since the fire went out." The state should discourage those in a fever of
lust from marrying hastily as they are far more likely to end up getting divorced (pain all round) than those who enter with due deliberation nto what
should be the most solemn, binding contract they will ever sign up to.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

No, all interviews should be face-to-face. The interviewer can quickly gain many impressions that can more readily be concealed "remotely". This matter
should not be rushed. The UK state should not open itself up to the international perception that it is reducing marriage to a bureaucratic formality, a
stupid pantomime that facilitates the foolish to act foolishly.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

No-one should be exempt from immigration control! The UK has just regained its sovereignty from the EU. Everyone entering this country should be
subject to immigration control, in order to protect UK all those legally residing in the UK

If a marriage is set to take place within the UK, then notice should be given, in person, by both persons to be married, at the very place in the UK where
the marriage is due to take place, (so that it becomes something more than applying for a driving licence!)There's no rush!

However, a British captain of a UK-registered ship, should be permitted to marry two UK citizens who are passengers on his ship, if it has been
established by a medical officer that one of them may die before normal procedures could be followed, but only if it can be shown that the liklihood of
death was not known before they embarked on the ship. This arrangement should be available so that the dying person's inheritance can pass
automatically to a spouse.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is a reasonable idea, but only if registration has already been made, in person, by both persons getting married, at their interview, at least one month
before the date of marriage.

Consultation Question 10:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

All the Law Commission's propsals are "provisional", so why start inserting that word in these questions?

You have not explaunre what "the schedule" is so how can I make a rreasonable response?

Consultation Question 11:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Why are these not two separate questions, each with Yes / No / Other possible responses?? It comes over as a morally discreditable attempt to gain more
"Yes" answers to the second question, when more careful readers would say Yes to the first question and No to the second question. Again, this shows
this whole set of proposals is an attempt to railroad through law changes designed to undermine the official status of marriage - to further de-christianise
UK society - a top-down movement by a ruling elite which is markedly more Godless than British society as a whole.

Again, you have not described what "the schedule" is, and that information would assist msaking a meaningful reply.

I agree with one; I do not agree with two. The Registration Service alone, not the parties to the marraiage, should have the power to decide who the
officiant is, and only carefully defined persions should be allowed to act as officiants. Those officiating should either be Anglican ckergy, ot officials
specifically trained to taking marriage services, so that they are "solemn" (sober, serious) occasions and not levitous ones.

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

My answer is subjrect to the caveat: The Registration Service alone, not the parties to the marraiage, should have the power to decide who the officiant is,
and only carefully defined persions should be allowed to act as officiants.

Please share your views below:

No, they should not.

Consultation Question 13:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Banns should be published at the church where the marriage will take place, with the undergirding idea that at least one of the parties to the marriage is
known to the vicar of that Church.

I now wonder if the proposed changes are confined to England & Wales, rather than the whole UK(?) This has no been made clear in the preamble to
these questions.

Consultation Question 14:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

You provide no information about the current law! Neither do you provide a link! If I go to another website, all the answers I have given thus farcould be
lost - so I canot do that either. How ridiculous. So I CANNOT give you an answer.

An inanimate object cannot be "injured"; it can only be damaged. A church building can simply be damaged by an act of war.

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Yes, this is a very good idea, but with the caveat that, the church at which the wedding is to take place should either be the local church of one of the two
persons getting married, or should be the church normally attended by one of those getting married. (Please also see my answer to Q. 13)

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:



Re: Q. 16/1:
The process for interviewing, and the powers granted to view any documentary evidence deemed necessary, should be the same for Anglican clergy
officiants as for Registrars at Register Offices, in order to ensure uniformity to the legal marriage process and fairness. This would avoid Sharia-minded
Muslims (or any other overbearing persons) from using Anglican Churches as places where it is easier to enforce a marriage upon an unwilling woman
than at a Register Office. I put it like this as, so far as I am aware, this is a problem the UK state only encounters with (some) Muslim men. (If this answer is
reproduced elsewhere, it should be reproduced in full, not in part.)

Re:Q. 16/2:
Yes, they should meet them separately, and also together, to ensure, amongst other things, that neither party is getting married under compulsion from
the other.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes, and this should be done at least one month before the propsed date for the marriage.

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:

Again, no information provided as to what Anglican preliminaries or civil preliminaries are! This is, therefore, not a properly-devised question, and the
overall puport of all answers given to this question is worthless.

It appears the two alternative answers are not necessarily mutually exclusive , yet it is not possible to "dot" both of them!

With resprect, I would have thought that the Law Commission would know how to frame a decent question!

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Any "proposal" is, by its nature, provisional. Do you wish to imply that yiou may change your propsals in light of answerew recived? If so, is that not
obvious? Or do you just want to soind "softer" than you would if you simply said "We propose"? Be honest - these are your proposals! And, frankly,
several of them are just ghastly!

You ask "Do consultees agree?". I don't know I can only ltell you what this particular consultee thinks! The question should be: "Do you agree?"

Moreover, three questions need three answers, not just one! So everryone, who has the first clue about answering a questionnaire carefully, has to
choose "Other" ! You are making proposals to change a very important law but it seems you cannot even think straight!
Re: 1: Yes
Re: 2: You do not specify what the "other requirements of the ceremony are"! The officiant cannot be held reposible for any aspects of the cerremony
which are the responsibility of those getting married, such as, dressing with propriety, not playing musical instruments during making of vows. But he
should be responsible for certainm things, but these need to be specified!
Re: 3: Again, insufficient explanation given? Are you suggesting hat Anglican weddings have a Marriage Certificate or Document but that other weddings
only have a "Schedule" - whatever that is? Seriously, this is sooo poor!

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

All non-Christian weddings should be civil weddings. This is in line with the idea that the UK is a Christian state which tolerates the practice of other
religions but accords them no involvement in official life.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If possible, it should be the same man that interviewed them.

Consultation Question 22:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

...provided their training covers the same legal aspects regarding weddings that are taught to Registrars prior to their commencing work in a Register
Office.

Consultation Question 23:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The "More information" is inadequate.

Officiants should be confined to:

1) Anglican clergy
2) Registrars in Refister Offices
3) Designated leaders in other recognised Christian Churches

No persons should be nominated from other sources.

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Officiants should be confined to:

1) Anglican clergy
2) Registrars in Refister Offices
3) Designated leaders in other recognised Christian Churches

No persons should be nominated from other sources.

Please share your views below:

This is garbled.

Officiants should be confined to:

1) Anglican clergy
2) Registrars in Refister Offices
3) Designated leaders in other recognised Christian Churches

No persons should be nominated from other sources.

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Officiants should be confined to:

1) Anglican clergy
2) Registrars in Refister Offices
3) Designated leaders in other recognised Christian Churches

No persons should be nominated from other sources.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Officiants should be confined to: 
 
1) Anglican clergy 
2) Registrars in Refister Offices



3) Designated leaders in other recognised Christian Churches 
 
No persons should be nominated from other sources. 
 
Public policy should be explicit that the UK is a Christian country or state.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

They should not be able to nominate officiants by office, in addition to nominating named individuals..

Officiants should be confined to:

1) Anglican clergy
2) Registrars in Refister Offices
3) Designated leaders in other recognised Christian Churches

No persons should be nominated from other sources.

Consultation Question 28:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The Anglican Church is a religious organisatuion. Its clergy should not have to be nominated to the Central Register Office.

Leaders of other recognised Christian Churches should also not have to be nominated to the Central Register Office.

Officiants should be confined to:

1) Anglican clergy
2) Registrars in Refister Offices
3) Designated leaders in other recognised Christian Churches

No persons should be nominated from other sources.

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

At this point, you should fdefine what you mean by "independent officiants". However, in any case:

Officiants should be confined to:

1) Anglican clergy
2) Registrars in Refister Offices
3) Designated leaders in other recognised Christian Churches

No persons should be nominated from other sources.

Consultation Question 30:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Officiants should be confined to:

1) Anglican clergy
2) Registrars in Refister Offices
3) Designated leaders in other recognised Christian Churches

No persons should be nominated from other sources.

Consultation Question 31:

Other



Please expand on your answer:

Officiants should be confined to:

1) Anglican clergy
2) Registrars in Refister Offices
3) Designated leaders in other recognised Christian Churches

No persons should be nominated from other sources.

Consultation Question 32:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Officiants should be confined to:

1) Anglican clergy
2) Registrars in Refister Offices
3) Designated leaders in other recognised Christian Churches

No persons should be nominated from other sources.

If that is observed, then the problems this proposal wishes to avoid will not occur.

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Officiants should be confined to:

1) Anglican clergy
2) Registrars in Refister Offices
3) Designated leaders in other recognised Christian Churches

No persons should be nominated from other sources.

If that is observed, then the problems this proposal wishes to avoid will not occur.

Consultation Question 34:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Officiants should be confined to:

1) Anglican clergy
2) Registrars in Refister Offices
3) Designated leaders in other recognised Christian Churches

No persons should be nominated from other sources.

If that is observed, then the problems this proposal wishes to avoid will not occur.

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The elements of a wedding, which inagurates a marriage, should indeed be dignified and solemn, but the Law Commission have not defined them so how 
could an officiant be held responsible for upholding the dignity and solemnity of a marriage? 
 
Sadly, I feel this is empty rhetoric designed to mislead Christians completing this consultation. Many of the proposals I have read thus far would serously 
detract, even abolish, any dignity or solemnity the wedding ceremony had. The following link to the Book of Common Prayer shows what it is that makes 
true marriage a solemn and dignified ceremony: 



https://pemberley.com/janeinfo/compraym.html 
 
Below is a short extract , which explains what marriage is for. Do the Law Commissions proposals maintain this solemn dignity? It is clear they would
utterly obliterate it. 
 
"First, It was ordained for the procreation of children, to be brought up in the fear and nurture of the Lord, and to the praise of his holy Name. 
 
"Secondly, It was ordained for a remedy against sin, and to avoid fornication; that such persons as have not the gift of continency [sexual self-control]
might marry, and keep themselves undefiled members of Christ's body. 
 
"Thirdly, It was ordained for the mutual society, help, and comfort, that the one ought to have of the other, both in prosperity and adversity. Into which
holy estate these two persons present come now to be joined. Therefore if any man can show any just cause, why they may not lawfully be joined
together, let him now speak, or else hereafter for ever hold his peace."

Consultation Question 36:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Officiants should be confined to:

1) Anglican clergy
2) Registrars in Refister Offices
3) Designated leaders in other recognised Christian Churches

No persons should be nominated from other sources.

If that is observed, then this proposal becomes unnecessary. Clearly however, the General Register Office will work with those providing training to
Registrars to officiate at weddings.

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

with the important provision that officiants should be confined to:

1) Anglican clergy
2) Registrars in Refister Offices
3) Designated leaders in other recognised Christian Churches

No persons should be nominated from other sources.

Consultation Question 38:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Officiants should be confined to:

1) Anglican clergy
2) Registrars in Refister Offices
3) Designated leaders in other recognised Christian Churches

No persons should be nominated from other sources.

If that is observed, then the problems this proposal wishes to avoid will not occur.

Consultation Question 39:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Officiants should be confined to: 
 
1) Anglican clergy 
2) Registrars in Refister Offices



3) Designated leaders in other recognised Christian Churches 
 
No persons should be nominated from other sources. 
 
If that is observed, then the problems this proposal wishes to avoid will not occur. In any case, Christian Churches, which set the gold standard for the
content of wedding ceremonies, shoiuld not be subject to the oversight odf an essentially secular General Register Office. This would be an infringement
of the Human Rights Act, i.e. iof religious liberty.

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Officiants should be confined to:

1) Anglican clergy
2) Registrars in Refister Offices
3) Designated leaders in other recognised Christian Churches

Such officiants, once authorised, should be able to continue officiating at marriages without a lilmit due to the pasasge of tinme.

Consultation Question 41:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If an officiant fails at some point in their legal duty then that can be dealt with by the usual channels of complaint. If the Regitrar General wishes his team
of Registyrars to do CPD, it should bot be another form-filling exercise! No CPD requirement should be imposed on the clergy.

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Once again, there are actually five questions put, but only one set of answer! How absolutely ridiculous!

Q1a: If the persons getting married are not dumb thenm sthey should be required to speak. Only dumb (mute) persons should be allowed to use sign
language.

Q1b: Eve though thee issue of impediments is, and should continue to be, adressed prior to the wedding service, it should still be part of the wedding
service as thewn there are luilely to be many people present to witness what has been said. A pathological liar, or bigamist, is less likely to lie if they know
they are being held accountable by many.

Q2: Wedding ceremonies should be confined to those conducted by:

1) Anglican clergy
2) Registrars in Register Offices
3) Designated leaders in other recognised Christian Churches

No ceremonies should be conducted by others. Assent should always be expressed verbally, (either orally or in writing).

Q3: The ceremony MUST contain an oral expression of consent by both parties, (provided they are not mute). This is at the heart of the wedding
ceremony! On the wdding document, the signatures of the two parties beside "This marriage ws solemnised between us" should be retained. The
problem of preventing imposed marriages by muslims must be addressed in other ways, prior to the ceremony. The (existing) countersigning by two
witnesses and the Registrar provides further safeguards.
Q4: No, the marriage should only be rrecognised in law when the marriage document has been signed by all signsatories, not before. Recognition of the
marriage prior to that point would open up a minefield.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Wedding ceremonies should be confined to those conducted by: 



1) Anglican clergy 
2) Registrars in Register Offices 
3) Designated leaders in other recognised Christian ChurchesWedduings taking place in a 
 
Weddings taking place in Register Offices should always follow exactly the same form of words for everyone, regardless of their creed, colour, race, etc.
This provides a minimum and unvarying standard for what actually constitutes legal marriage in the UK. 
 
Weddings tsaking place in Churches will contain all the constituent elements of civil marriages, plus a lot more spiritual elements as well. 
 
You seem to want to create mariage a la carte. That would be a further way of lessening the meaning, solemnity and binding character of marriage, and
thus help to asccelerate the disintegration of society HMG began in the 1960s.

Consultation Question 44:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Legally binding wedding ceremonies should be confined to those conducted by:

1) Anglican clergy
2) Registrars in Register Offices
3) Designated leaders in other recognised Christian Churches

All UK weddings, whether civil or Christian, should contain the elements found in the civil marriage ceremony.

Other, non-Christian groups, (whether religious or non-religois) may of course have an additional ceremony after the Register Office ceremony, but that
should not have any force in law; it should be the Register Office ceremony alone which creates for such couples a legal UK marriage.

Consultation Question 45:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Weddings taking place in UK Register Offices should always follow exactly the same form of words for everyone, regardless of their creed, colour, race,
etc. This provides a minimum and unvarying standard for what actually constitutes legal marriage in the UK.

Non-Christian groups, (whether religious or non-religous) may of course have an additional ceremony after the Register Office ceremony, but that should
not have any force in law; it should be unvarying the Register Office ceremony alone which creates for such couples a legal UK marriage.

Please share your views below:

Non-Christian religious content should not be part of UK civil life, in order to preserve the Christian character of the UK as a state. This will benefit the
country spiritually and help to promote a shared understanding of everyone being the same before the law. It will thus promote social cohesion even
amongst those whose views are oppsed to Christianity.

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This would be a hideous curtailment of human rights!

However, it should be understood by all that the religious service, (whether Christian or non-Chistian) has no significance in law; the marriage contract is,
in this case, created by the civil wddding ceremony.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The “open doors” requirement helps convey the public nature of wedding declarations.

It was introduced hundreds of years ago as a protection against forced marriage. This is very obviously still a problem in our society.

Removing the requirement would encourage a false perception that marriage is a private matter without any public significance. Marriage is meant to not
only join two people together but to exclude either party from joining with anyone else - this requires a publuc declaration. No group should bar the
wider public from observing a UK marriage. To use modern parlance: open-ness and transparency!



Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Legally binding Marriage ceremonies (weddings) should only be permitted to take place in:

a) Register Offices;

b) Recognised Christian Churches;

c) Other suitable venues that have been granted permission and which fulfill certain set criteria. These should include: Indoors, (not outdoors) so
participation by witnesses should not become difficuly for the infirm or hard of hearing; sufficient level space for all to see and hear what is said and
done; no other events going on within the same room; the ceremony must be conducted by either a minister of a recognised Christian Church or a
Registrar. The decor must reflect the solemnity of the event and neither distract nor detract from it. Only trained Registrars should be permitted to
licence such premises, and the licence should be subject to annual renewal.

Please share your views below:

A tick here is ambiguous!

None of these places should be permitted as wedding venues. Please see preceding answer.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Outside Register Offices, Civil Weddings should only be conducted in locations that are:

a) Publicly accessible and regularly available to the public for the solemnization of civil marriages, (so that all types of witnesses / participants can readily
get there ans see and hear what is said and done.)

b) I ndoors, (not outdoors) so participation by witnesses should not become difficuly for the infirm or hard of hearing;

c)Provide sufficient level space for all to see and hear what is said and done

d) Excliuding any other events within the same room

e) Have decor which reflects the solemnity of the event and neither distracts nor detracts from it. Only trained Registrars should be permitted to licence
such premises, and the licence should be subject to annual renewal.

Consultation Question 50:

Other

No

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

At last! You have provided answer sets for each of these three qurstions! Why did you not do that before? But even now it does not help twith answering
Q1.

Re 1: a) The law should prohibit civil weddings from taking place in religious venues.
b) Non-religious belief organisations should not be enabled by Government to
officiate at weddings. But such couples should be able to legally marry in
designated non-religious belief venues, where the service is conducted by
a Registrar.

Re 2: Non-religious belief organisations should not be enabled by Government to
officiate at weddings. Such non-religious couples should only get legally married
in Register Offices.

Re: 3: In the case of Christian venues (i.e. Churches) such permission would be a
desecration of those venues



Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

In the case of Christian weddings, the venue (a church) should be officially recognised as approved without the officiant (a Christian minister) having to
declare it is approved.

In the case of all other non-Christian weddings, only Register Offices, or those locations approved (annually) by a Registrar, should be regarded as an
approved location.

This proposal, if implemented, would leave it up to officiants to decide what was a suitably solemn location. As your proposed officiant could be virtually
anyone, it would lead to marriage ceremonies having no solemnity at all. Your proposals are drastic de-christianising social engineering!

Consultation Question 52:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Legally binding UK marriages should only take place in:

Recognised Christian Churches
Register Offices
Designated locations licensed annually by a trained Registrar

If this is observed, then all wedding locations will be safe and dignified

No

Please expand on your answer:

Legally binding UK marriages should only take place in:

Recognised Christian Churches
Register Offices
Designated locations licensed annually by a trained Registrar

If this is observed, then there would be no need to issue such advice.

Consultation Question 53:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Your "general rule" itself is not accepted, if you mean that anyone other than a Registrar could agree to the location!

But there should be a pre-approval process for all wedding locations that are not Churches or Register Offices, viz. such locations should be approved
(annually) by a Registrar trained in their assessment.

Please share your views below:

Such locations should be approved (annually) by a Registrar trained in their assessment, but no other officiant than a Registrar should be recognised for
such places.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It should be law that the marriage document, (which should be identical for Churches, Registry Offices and other officially-recognised locations), should
not only be ABLE to have those details added to it, but those dsdtails MUST be added to it, (the only exception being where a part to the marriage does
not know who their mother or father was).

Consultation Question 55:



Other

Please expand on your answer:

No, If you permit Welsh, why not Gaelic, Scots Gaelic, Cornish, Arabic, or any one of the 100 or so languages spoken in the UK today. An important glue
that unites the four UK nations is the English language; this should be the ONLY official language. That does not stop anyone chatting to others in
whatever language they wish, but all official documents must be immediately readable by by ALL UK officials, who should be expected to speak and read
just one language fluently: English.

Consultation Question 56:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This came up in an earlier questiuon, I think.

Those who wishj to get married should physically meet an officiant at the beginning of the Registratio process, when they can be interviewed. The
officiasnt ca then ppst the details online - but not before then. Why bring the problems of the US election to UK Marriage!

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Four questions, one set of answers again. It's wearing a bit thin.

Re Nos. 1, 2, 3: Yes

Re 4: Whether both, one, or no parties knew the necessary opt-in to same-sex marriage had not been made is irrelevant. What matters is solely whether
that opt-in had been made or not. If it had not been made, then the ignorance of the parties concerned would be irrelevant; their marriage would still be
void. Ignorance of the law is not innocence.

The way this question has been set up looks like you're hoping enough people won't recognise the litte trap set in question 4, and wll blithely answer
"Yes" to all 4 questions. If enough consultees answer "Yes" it opens the way for gays to claim ignorance when they get secretly married in a church by
some heretical clergyman. Perhaps it's just an innocent oversight.

No

Please expand on your answer:

Each one of these three would make a nonsense of due process of law and would open the way for abuses. And this is the suggestion of the Law
Commission? Strewth!

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Parts if this questionm duplicate the content of one or two ealier questions, for no obvious reason.

Again, compound question with just one set of answers. Is questionnaire construction really that hard for you?

Consultation Question 59:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No sex, no marriage! Non-consummation should be kept as a legal ground for a marriage to be declared void. This mind-bending proposal would open
the way for two sisters to get married, but not have sex, (so they were not open to the charge of incest), in order to circumvent inheritance law.

Clauses 1 and 2 are also inadequately framed.

No

Please expand on your answer:



If implemented, this would immediatrely put many people currently in Common Law marriages in jeopardy of losing their homes and family, without legal
redress, if their spouse just kicks them out of the house. However, it is desirable that, over time, legally-enacted marriage should displace mere
cohabitation. Therefore, this proposal could be re-framed thus:

We provisionally propose that the presumption that a couple is married if they have cohabited for a long period of time and are believed to be married by
friends and family should be abolished. This will only apply to couples who begin cohabiting from [a certain date in the future].

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, it is conceivable that a woman abused in this way might be too frightened to speak up for longer than three years.

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

In any case, this would be very unlikely to arise were officiants confined to Ministers of recognised Christian Churchres and Civil Registrars. Your much
more complex proposed system lends itself to such abuses.

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

So what is the current law? Do you really expect all consultees to be aware of all UK law (and perhaps ECHR law) pertaining to these circumstances?! I'm
certainly not, so how can I proffer a useful opinion?

I have heard of men in UK prison getting married to a woman outside, and I suppose they then have conjugal visitation rights. I do not think that is right.
Their imprisonment should ensure that particular privation, otherwise the prison becomes more like a free hotel.

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Earlier on in this consultation, I have said that such notice shouild be given at least one month prior to the cerremony, to help prevent foolish marriages
undertaken in lustful haste. But those with a terminal illness are an exception. Depending on the view of a suitably-qualified doctor about their expected
longevity, the notice period could be shortened appropriately. (Those involved in hospice care would be able to advise on this in more detail, and more
detail is required.)

Consultation Question 64:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The Registrar General should continue to have oversight of Civil Marriages, which should only be performed in Registry Offices and other licensed
locations by Registration Officers. This will help to preseve, and potentially enhance, the character and status of marriage, rather than dilute marriage
beyond recognition as these proposals would certainly do.

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It is not clear whetherr 12 months is shorter or longer than the period for other couples, nor the reason you woulld vary the period in these
circumstancees, so I do not feel I am making a cogent reply. Insufficient information has been provided.

Consultation Question 66:

Other

Please expand on your answer:



It is not clear whetherr 12 months is shorter or longer than the period for other couples, nor the reason you woulld vary the period in these
circumstancees, so I do not feel I am making a cogent reply. Insufficient information has been provided.

Lumping patients and prisoners togetrher seems a bad idea, as, a priori, a prisoner should have fewer rights than a patient.

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

These ideas are increasingly bonkers!

1) There is no need for that. If the national emegency prevents a couple from marying, then all they have to do is re-apply when they can get married.

2)-4) Face-to face contact is needed at every stage. This is a marriage, not a football coupon! How could an officiant do a meaningful interview remotely,
and, amongst other things, ensure the woman was not getting married under compulsion?

Moreovere, this prosed virtual system would allow a couple to get married without even meeting, with no-one else present, reducing the marriage
ceremony from a solemn occasion of making life-changing promises before a fully-engaged audience to a mere form-filling formality. I think I can say
here, with full meaning "You need to get out more!" These truly moronic suggestions can only lower public esteem for the Law Commission.

No

Please expand on your answer:

Thy are not needed. If the emegency actually prevents a couple from marrying, then all they have to do is to apply, or re-apply, when they CAN get
married.

Of course, this idea goes with your earlier idea of marriage without consummation. Both ideas are wholly unacceptable.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

How would extending the period of validity of schedules and other forms of authority to marry facilitate the weddings of those at risk of death ? If they
cannot take place, they cannot take place! When the problem is over, they can.

Consultation Question 68:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Generally no. Weddings are solemn(serious, not levitous) events when it is desirable that as many involved persons (family and friends) as possible are
present.

The only exceptional circumstance is when one party is deemed likely to die before the ship gets back to the UK - and only if the person had embarked
not knowing they would soon die. This should be attested by a suitably qualified doctor on board. The captain could then be empowered to officiate

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Generally no. Weddings are solemn (serious, not levitous) events when it is desirable that as many involved persons (family and friends) as possible are
present.

The only exceptional circumstance is when one party is deemed likely to die before the ship gets back to the UK - and only if the person had embarked
not knowing they would soon die. This should be attested by a suitably qualified doctor on board. The captain could then be empowered to officiate

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Generally no. Weddings are solemn (serious, not levitous) events when it is desirable that as many involved persons (family and friends) as possible are 
present. 
 
The only exceptional circumstance is when one party is deemed likely to die before the ship gets back to the UK - and only if the person had embarked 
not knowing they would soon die. This should be attested by a suitably qualified doctor on board. The captain could then be empowered to officiate. 



The type of vessel is irrelevant.

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Generally no. Weddings are solemn(serious, not levitous) events when it is desirable that as many involved persons (family and friends) as possible are
present.

The only exceptional circumstance is when one party is deemed likely to die before the ship gets back to the UK - and only if the person had embarked
not knowing they would soon die. This should be attested by a suitably qualified doctor on board. The captain could then be empowered to officiate

Consultation Question 72:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Generally no. Weddings are solemn(serious, not levitous) events when it is desirable that as many involved persons (family and friends) as possible are
present.

The only exceptional circumstance is when one party is deemed likely to die before the ship gets back to the UK - and only if the person had embarked
not knowing they would soon die. This should be attested by a suitably qualified doctor on board. The captain could then be empowered to officiate

No

Please expand on your answer:

There should not be independent officiants, just Christiasn ministers or Civil Registrars, (or, exceptionally, a ship's captai in the circummstance of a party
being fatally and urgently ill; see above).

Generally, It seems the Law Commission has a wrong concept of marriage ceremonies: not solemn, not awesomely life changing, not public bit private,
and just another excuse for a party.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

The only maritime officiant should be the ship's captain, and then only in exceptional circumstance of a party being fatally and urgently ill; see above.

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Whatevere demand there might be should be resisted by Her Majesty's Government.

UK Citizens should get married on UK soil, in a place where the maximum number of interested persons can attend. Marriage is not just a private act
between two persons; it also sets a couple in a special relationshop to everyone else - they should be involved as much as possible. Every society
throughout history has recognised this - how come the Law Commission does not?

Consultation Question 74:

No

Please expand on your answer:

They should give it to the captain straightaway.

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Before, you lumped together hospital patients and prisoners; here, you lump together the housebound and the "detained." Do you not think these two 
groups might be treated a tad differently from one another?! 
 
Those in prison should not be permitted to marry, except in very exceptional circumstances assessed by a Judge.



 
The housebound should only have to pay the standard fee for a registration officer to come to them - the same as being married in a Register Office,
because they are likely to be impoverished by their condition and are not housebound by choice. The state is in charge of all marriages; it should
therefore be equally accessible / affordable to all citizens.

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Even the second of your two alternative answers is not quite right. Someone who is terminally ill is like someone "housebound", even if they are in a
hospital or hospice.

The terminally ill should only have to pay the standard fee for a registration officer to come to them - the same as being married in a Register Office,
because they are likely to be impoverished by their condition and are not terminally ill by choice.

The state is in charge of all marriages; it should therefore be equally accessible / affordable to all citizens.

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Very much so. Most civil weddings should take place in a register Office. If a couple wish to have another ceremony elsewhere afterwards, that's fine, but
the legal union is secured in the Register Office. A few other venues may be authorised by Registrars for wedding ceremonies, which should also be
performed by a Registrar.

Consultation Question 78:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No. This fee should be the same in all parts of the UK, and should be set annualy by the Registrar General, who should consult widely. There might
possibly be a scale of fees, which could depend on the size of venue to be surveyed, or the time taken to execute the survey. This system would prevent
any local authority trying to recoup its debts by ripping off local hotels, etc.

Consultation Question 79:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This question is sutrely essentially the same as the previous one! Ensuring a location is "safe and dignified" is surely very much part of the pre-approval
process. So as statee in answer to Q. 78:

This fee should be the same in all parts of the UK, and should be set annualy by the Registrar General, who should consult widely. There might possibly
be a scale of fees, which could depend on the size of venue to be surveyed, or the time taken to execute the survey. This system would prevent any local
authority trying to recoup its debts by ripping off local hotels, etc.

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, and these regulsations should be enacted by the Registrar General, who should set the standardised rate annually.

Consultation Question 81:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This sounds reasonable, but a certain answer is not possible without being informed what these discretionary services are.

This principle you propose would seem to also cover the recouping of local authority costs for discretionary services other than those provided by a
registration officer. I don't think that should be part of a set of proposals concerning marriage!

Consultation Question 82:



Other

Please expand on your answer:

The housebound and thse dfetained at HM's pleasure are two very differnt groups. You should not lump them together and expect respondents to
answer the same for both groups. that is entirely unreasonable!

Those in prison should not be permitted to marry, except in very exceptional circumstances assessed by a Judge.

The housebound should only have to pay the standard fee for a registration officer to come to them - the same as being married in a Register Office,
because they are likely to be impoverished by their condition and are not housebound by choice. The state is in charge of all marriages; it should
therefore be equally accessible / affordable to all citizens, (except those in prison).

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

The terminally ill should only have to pay the standard fee for a registration officer to come to them - the same as being married in a Register Office,
because they are likely to be impoverished by their condition and are not housebound by choice.

Consultation Question 84:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There should not be any other officiants other than ministers of recognised Christian Churches and Registry Officers. The training of both these groups is
not going to be subject to a fee levied by the Registrar General, as, in both cases, officiating at weddings should be part of their general training.

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

1) By permitting same-sex marriage, (since 2014), the current law has discouraged heterosexual marriage by reducing the perceived status of marriage.
Heterosexual marriage is a union instituted by God; whereas same-sex marrage is a detestable practice vehemently rejected by our Maker. (In saying this,
I am not suggesting anthing negative be done to homosexuals.) With anal dsex now dignified as "marriage", many heterosexual couples may well feel
marriage is special - it's no beter than anal sex - - they may as well just cohabit instead. This has been a great mistake by government which I hope will be
reversed one day.

2) Your propsals might increase the number of people marying in the short term, but would lead to another significant downgrading of the staus of
marriage - to the detriment of all UK citizens' social cohesion, and a further degradation of UK morals.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No comment

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Other considerations vastly outwerigh those of monetary cost.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Other considerations vastly outwerigh those of the avbailabilty of alternative venues.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Youtr proposals provide no true benefits to anyone.

Consultation Question 88:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No comment

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Whatever increased revenue you proposals might bring to local authorities is greatly outweighed by other, non-monetary, consideratioins related to the
nature of marriage and how it would be downgraded even more than same-sex marriage already has.

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No comment

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

These are not important considerations. You do not seem to understand what marriage is.

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No comment

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

None of your maritime prosals should be implemented

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

The costs of your ill-conceived proposals is incalculable. If implemented, there would be a huge loss to the quality of life of those in the UK. You cannot
meassure that with money.



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUSF-C

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-04 03:49:30

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Not applicable.

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I am in a marriage recognised by the law.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

No legal barriers in my / our case.

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:



Not relevant in my / our case.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It seems a reasonable requirement, given the significance of marriage.
I would have thought it would specify a longer period.
But there could be an excption if one partner is terminally ill.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

A month I think is more reasonable.
Sometimes a partner has second thoughts, and a little more time before proceeding can avoid long-term regret.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

These possibilities are probably more likely to be suspected / identified if interviews are in person, and not carried out remotely.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Agree.

Consultation Question 9:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, subject to agreement by the couple (both partners).

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Agree.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This proposal would put a stop to civil registrars carrying out this role at churches and other religious weddings.
But many (perhaps most?) churches rely on civil registrars to do so, and the services of these officials are vital to them.
In practice, the proposed change would (for weddings in at least some churches) coerce the couple to have an additional civil ceremony elsewhere. That
would just complicate matters for the couples concerned, and forseeably increases stress levels on their special day.
Alternatively, some churches wishing to avoid the need for an additional civil ceremony, would have to comply with legal requirements normally handled
by a civil registrar, who (under this proposal) would no longer be available to them. What is well understood by the civil registrar is likely to cause concern
or difficulty to such churches, especially if they later have any reason to think they may have accidentally made some important legal mistake.
I think it is obvious that this proposal is a really bad idea.

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

My view is that all churches should be able to have a civil registrar attend religious weddings, for reasons already given in a previous answer.
Church officers would then not have to bear a legal responsibility with which they can well be unfamiliar (and for which this could have serious
consequences).
On the whole, churches do a great deal to benefit their communities.
This doesn't seem to be recognised by our government if it insists on withholding the services of registrars at religious weddings.

Consultation Question 23:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

The expression "contrary to public policy or morality" is a weasel phrase.
It is too indefinite and subject to significant change over time.
It can mean widely different things to different people.
And it makes it far too easy to bar the nominating of officiants by an organisation having views which are in no way illegal, but which don't fit with popular
ideas and agendas.
Any such requirement should be clear, specific and limited. By way of example, the wording could simply say " .. if the organisation promotes terrorism or
other purposes that threaten physical harm to property or to innocent persons."

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I regard as important that:
(1) The significance and importance of marriage should be treated with genuine respect and honour.
(2) All officiants should regard marriage (and should officiate) accordingly.
(3) All officiants should be well trained in this role (and their training should be refreshed and updated appropriately).
(4) The role of officiants should not be a commercialised (or a potentially commercialised) business, which would forseeably compromise point b(1)
above.
At present, those who officiate at weddings are well-trained civil registrars, or else they typically have a religious commitment which brings with it a high
regard for marriage.
In the UK, there have already been a variety of non-legal "weddings" that have treated marriage as merely "fun events" - something of a joke.
Allowing applications from independant officiants would - without doubt - increasingly lead to a common acceptance of such cases.
So, there's no way I can agree to this proposal.

Consultation Question 30:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, but I anticipate the term "fit and proper" persons will - given current societal trends - become increasingly meaningless over time.
We don't have to open the door to that, if the government steps back from pushing through these unwise proposals.

Consultation Question 31:

Other

Please expand on your answer:



A good idea in principle maybe, but it's still just a sticky plaster on a set of proposals that are a bad idea.
I'm convinced that existing arrangements - which may not be 100% perfect - are still far better than this proposed upheaval.
Step-by-step improvements (where genuinely called for and commanding wide acceptance) are to be preferred to these "chop and change" proposals.

Consultation Question 32:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Again, this sounds OK in principle.
But businesses exist for profit.
So ultimately the profit motive will win.
Maybe not in all such businesses, but in an increasing number.
Businesses aim to please the customer, and we all know where that will lead. Don't we?

Consultation Question 33:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Is this question about conflicts of interest?
Or about levels of fees?
It seems a bit confusing.

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Why "provisionally"?
Surely this responsibility should be considerd as basic, essential and non-optional!
Take out "provisionally" and insert "necessarily".
Then I can agree.
Whoever inserted "provisionally" is "perhaps" in the wrong job, or maybe just needs a break from the treadmill?

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If this set of basically flawed proposals becomes law, of course ("proper and fit") guidance MUST be issued to all officiants on "how weddings should be
conducted".
Otherwise .... I hate to think how fast things will go downhill in this nation, as far as weddings are concerned!
I don't understand why this question even needs to be asked.
Side note: I just checked my calender, and April 1st still seems to e a long way off.

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This proposal seeks to replace certain short phrases (currently required) as a declaration that the couple are free to marry, and that they consent to
joining in marriage.
The basis of a marriage ceremony is the solemn promises made by the couple to each other. This proposal requires neither promises, nor even spoken
words.
Entering into marriage is no light matter.
It is a serious step in life, and the marriage ceremony should demonstrate that.
If the currently-required phrases are set aside and this proposal is put in place, the ceremony can become overly-personalised, and even relatively
meaningless.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It seems there are essentially two options for how a marriage ceremony could take place.
Existing arrangements support a focus on marriage being a serious and dignified matter.
Instead, the alternative proposals focus on fully personalising weddings.
In reality, the choice is "either, or".
But these proposals offer a flawed "both and" approach.
Further, wedding ceremonies organised around "what the couple wants" or "offering creative options" are a prescription for unwarranted trivialisation.
There is plenty of scope for flexibility already.
This proposal is a very sizable step too far.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Provided that the religious (and other) content is in English (or Welsh), so that it is understandable to an English or Welsh speaking member of the public
who attends.

Please share your views below:

No specific thoughts on this point at present.

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Weddings which are open to any member of the public help to reduce the possibility of bigamous or forced marriages happening.
Also, an "open doors" approach is important to show that marriage is not a strictly private matter, but has a wider importance to society in general.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Weddings should be permitted to take place in suitable venues only, which facilitate the significance and the dignity of marriage.
It would be better to identify the types of venue which can be considered as potentially suitable, rather than those which cannot.
Otherwise, some types which are obvioiusly unsuitable could be overlooked, leading to an ever-growing and increasingly complicated list.
Some important questions to be answered would include:
(1) How will the terms "dignified" and "safe" be defined/understood? And how will compliance be determined?
(2) What will be the safeguards to prevent the use of unsuitable premises / locations?

Please share your views below:

(1) Outdoors: Probably best to treat as unsuitable, in view of the general unrelaibility of UK weather and the problems potentially arising for elderly,
disabled or infirm people attending or officiating.
(2) On inland waters such as lakes or rivers. Also probably best to regard as unsuitable, since these venues are likely to not be "open doors" events,
therefore strictly private to the exclusion of members of the public.
(3) In the air: Unclear whether this means in an aircraft or in a freefall / parachuting situation. Both exclude members of the public, and the question of
safety compliance is vert relevant outside of an aircraft. The latter also doesn't really fit with the dignity of marriage, although the couple could choose to
celebrate after a wedding with an air jump if they so wished.
(4) In private homes: Relevant issues here are safety and that private homes are widely recognised in the UK as just that: private. T
Hence even if a front door is left open, even with a sign saying "anyone is welcome", most people would not feel comfortable attending if not personally
invited.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

They should be publicly accessable (upholding the "open doors" policy).

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I think it is reasonable to enact these prohibitions.
These venues have their respective inherent characteristics, which if violated would forseeably invite offence on the part of attendees with strong
religious or non-religious views.
Examples: A religious wedding in a Masonic Hall, or a humanist wedding in a mosque.

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, but the requirements should be clearly set out and the wedding organiser should also be responsible. That is, the officiant should be able to refuse a
location if it falls outside the requirements.

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



If the current arrangements are replaced by this set of proposals, the officiant should ensure and document this at least a week before the wedding
ceremony. The form of documentation should be formalised to ensure consistancy.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

See previous answer.

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Insufficient time to consider this question.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This proposal seems quite reasonable.

Consultation Question 55:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

As English (only) is spoken across England and Wales, logically English should be required, with Welsh as an option in addition.
But no doubt this would be politically quite unacceptable, as would a requirement in England for registration to be in both languages.
So for that reason, reluctantly my answer would have to be "Yes".

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But with a physical copy being printed on suitable paper and given to the couple upon registration.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Seems reasonable.



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If a couple have not married, that is the reality, and presumption otherwise by anyone else doesn't change that reality.

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is too important for misbehaviour of these kinds to NOT be a serious offence in each case.

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

(1) Yes.
(2 - 4) No.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, assuming this relates to imminent death.

Consultation Question 68:

No



Please expand on your answer:

These would seem to become entirely or essentially private events, to the exclusion of members of the public. That is, suuch weddings would appear to
typically NOT have an "open door" aspect.

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

(As above).

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

None that I am aware of. And before Covid, I attended the weddings of many friends over many years.

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Fee should be kept as low as practicable.

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

But not additional to the fee referred to in (1).

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, but also at a religious wedding. This is an equality issue.
People having a religious wedding should not be discriminated against!

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

(1) No.
(2) No. But I regard these proposals as causing a problem for couples wishing to have a religious wedding, as they prevent civil registrars from officiating
at such weddings.
This is just plain wrong.
I feel VERY strongly that civil registrars should CONTINUE to be available to officiate at religious weddings.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

The impact of the cost (in time, money and stress) of marrying under current law in registered places of worship is clearly much less than will be if these
unwelcome proposals become law.
PLEASE RECONSIDER!

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

These proposals will be of NO BENEFIT to couples marrying in places of worship, because they DISCONTINUE the long-held and widely-appreciated 
availability of civil registrars officiating there. 
Rather , in many cases, couples will be forced to have an additional civil ceremony, just to comply with this MAJOR unnecessary restriction which these



proposals stipulate.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

The real issue is the BENEFIT of current laws in relation to the availability of registration officers (civil registrars) to attend religious weddings.
They are the appropriate people to provide this service, as facilitated by current laws.
I have spent hours contributing to this consultation, and with increasing anger that these proposals have been made.
Probably only a TINY proportion of the UK population wil leven be aware that these proposals are in process. Most people are focussed on the problems
caused by the Covid pandemic. I have seen NO warning in the media that this consultation is happening.
It seems the government want to implement for their own purposes, with as little fuss as possible.
If they do, it will be to the dismay and bewilderment of many across the country.
The proposals are essentially negative therefore, although not wholly so.
Where imprivements are possible, they can still be achieved WITHOUT withdrawing civil registrars from providing a service to couples choosing a religious
wedding.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

Couples choosing a religious wedding, and many religious organisations (in particular, churches) will be greatly inconvenienced by the proposed ending of
attendance by civil registrars at those weddings.
If this change happens, it will put an additional burden on both couples and churches.
A moderate increase in fees would be a far better option.
By perhaps the minds of the decision-makers are already made up, and this consultation will have no effect?
Yes, I've seen this happen before.





Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I consider it imperative that anyone given government approval to officiate at a wedding is given the same rights and authority as all officiants.

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

I want to get married outdoors. Bare feet on grass, glorious sky above, nestled amongst trees. This isn't possible currently, unless I become a Quaker and
establish that location as a regular religious meeting place.

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Can I register in one English town and then get married on a Welsh hillside, or do I have to marry where I am registered?

Can residing be in a hotel? Or does it have to be in my official primary residence ?

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

You need to check legitimacy and avoid forced marriage

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Unless death bed marriage or heading to dangerous job, e.g. army, bomb disposal, etc.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Maybe, but they should be longer if online as you might not get body language hints

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Ok, but check legitimacy

Consultation Question 9:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, but for a limited time. One month before/after

Consultation Question 10:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

What is a schedule ?

Is it permission to marry? If so, 12 months is too long. 3 months max. People change. Get organised and get the permission within 3 months of the
wedding day

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Makes sense

Consultation Question 12:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, as long as the replacement officiant is licensed, etc



Please share your views below:

Surely, if the officiant annoyed you and you wanted a replacement, then you could just get a new schedule/permission letter.

Finding out that the officiant is a bad person on the day (cheater, drunk, racist, etc) then you should be able to have that as a reasonable cause to switch
to any emergency replacement. No-one wants the day tainted by bad omens like that.

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

We are a United Kingdom. Don't give Nicola Sturgeon more evidence of differences

Consultation Question 14:

No

Please expand on your answer:

We might have another war

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

That church, plus noticeboard of local community, and local registrar office.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes, makes sense

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes, makes sense

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:

Tough question. I assume this brings Anglican weddings into line with other religious weddings...

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Hobbies don't count... Star Trek, Klingon, LotR, etc

Consultation Question 25:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

20! I could set up one for medieval reenactors. Let's keep some solemnity, please.

Not enough. 100 please.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Definitely. Yes.

However, public morality is tricky. Are you asking about the average Joe? Are you basing it on the Queen or the Prime Minister ?

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Like rank or position...not physical office, like a branch or location... then yes, I suppose

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

They need to pick a side

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Unless the organisation becomes corrupt and then the General Registrar needs to step in

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Hymns and prayers, maybe reading from religious texts, not sermons

Consultation Question 46:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

You should be able to have as many ceremonies as you like TO THE SAME PERSON, as long as at least one counts

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Last minute shenanigans are the bread and butter of top wedding tales. If they are private and no chance of a random dog running in, that seems a
shame.

Also very private weddings seem dodgy. Is there pressure to comply?

Let's all do them outdoors!

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I'm 39. I'm waiting to marry my love as I really want an outdoor ceremony. Welsh beach, forest, waterfall, island, on a boat, something glorious and not in
an ugly building with green emergency exit signs ruining the ambience

outdoors,, on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

Private homes should have some minimum attendees requirement.

Consultation Question 49:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But you should be able to do all of them outdoors



Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

General Registrar. Site visit, h&s checks, etc. Liaise with police, etc.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Do occupations matter? Or do we just want more data to be added to the knowledge wealth of future historians?

Consultation Question 55:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Welsh weddings need to be in both languages.

Consultation Question 56:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Only under certain circumstances, e.g. army deployment, etc.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

All those provisions are important. Keep them. If the document can't be signed due to disability and competence has been proven, then another option is
needed, e.g. video of them nodding or blinking then hyperlink or QR code to permanent video hosting site

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 59:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

More checks needed here. Army deployment ? Hospice residents?

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes!

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Bureaucracy should be sped up, top of the pile.

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Are you saying that there is or is not currently one person called the Registrar General for the whole of the UK ? If so, let them keep their licence. If not,
elect a RegistrarGeneral.

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Very very limited circumstances...

Baby about to arrive and one parent is on army deployment.

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Military vessels

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

They should identify the rank or position

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Chapel on a boat gets a religious wedding

Consultation Question 74:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Submit electronically ASAP and certainly within 7 days

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(1) the same fee as other cases in which the registration officer must travel to the person giving notice, set nationally on a cost-recovery basis; or

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

I'll get married if I can do it outdoors

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Costs are irrelevant

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Savings are good

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :



I might become an officiant and wedding planner if we can marry outdoors. Sounds like a good career change

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

Seems like minimal extra costs
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Why would the Law Commission consider this proposal to be necessary now

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

How can it be proven that a freely made agreement to marry was made if no officiant is required to be there? This must be a requirement for a valid
marriage.

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

A registration officer is presumably what we know as a Registrar? Yes, they should only officiate as a non-religious marriage ceremony.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I have never had experience of a civil wedding with more than one Registrar. Why would more than one be needed?

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But why limit this to the Churches of England and Wales? Why cannot Roman Catholic priests be included? Co-ordinating the attendance of a Registrar at
a Catholic Church for a wedding has long been a problem. Fifty-nine years ago, we had to change our wedding date because a Registrar was going to be
on annual leave and the other one was disinclined/unable to travel between Churches on that Saturday morning. Further, our daughter had to go to a
Register Office the day before, because the Catholic priest was not a Registrar in the village Church where we went to Mass on Sundays and where she
wished to marry.

Consultation Question 23:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I am not sure what these provisions mean.

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

What does this “belief system” have to do with marriage?

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

No organisation promoting anything contrary to our laws or public policy or morality should have authority to nominate officiants for such serious
undertakings as marriages.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

What does this imply?

Consultation Question 28:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This contradicts the previous wuestion, surely?

Consultation Question 29:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There should be a set of requirements to which all officiants must adhere. Piecemeal nominations of “suitable candidates” is too subjective and partisan.

Consultation Question 31:

No

Please expand on your answer:

They must be deemed to be fit and proper persons by a validating body to undertake this serious office. One person’s perception of fit and proper will
not be everyone’s perception, so there must be official control.

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Some may choose to charge inappropriate fees, or variable fees, so a set list of fees should be drawn up so that people marrying know what to expect.

Consultation Question 34:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

What dies this mean?

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Marriage is a dignified and solemn step for any man and woman to take, so the celebrant must reflect this.

Consultation Question 36:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, from the civil point of view, bearing in mind the dignity and solemnity of marriage to the state for future family life, but the General Register Office
must not try to regulate religious ceremonies, which have been in use for hundreds of years.

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

... but only if there is oversight by the state to ensure standardisation of decisions.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consent to marry must be made orally in every case, with the only exception being mute persons, whose consent would need to be made in some other
way with witnesses to verify consent. Non-oral consent by participants could lead to forced marriages taking place, a practice that is prevalent in some
societies in this country already though with consent being indicated by another person, if reports are to be believed. Would these be those mentioned at
the beginning as unauthorised or unrecognised in law?

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There has to be a specified format and wording - with perhaps some leeway on promises (ie, “love, honour and obey” being modified) - to guard against
inappropriate dialogue. For example, a rapper might want to rap marriage promises, which would destroy the dignity of the ceremony.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

I cannot comment on these ceremonies.



Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Why should that not be permitted any more? It makes no sense.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is nitpicking and again makes no sense.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This reduces the solemnity of the marriage ceremony to a farce if any location can be chosen. Marriage ceremonies MUST take place in a recognised
registered location - accepted by all as a legal location for marriages, whether religious or civil.

outdoors,, on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

Marriages must take place at legal locations only where weather plays no part.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This proposal leaves the way open to forced or illegal marriages to be conducted if the is no public access and oversight.

Consultation Question 50:

No

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

These provisions do not make any sense. People wanting a religious ceremony would want it in a religious setting. Those wanting a civil ceremony would
logically not want it in a religious location - unless it were a perverse choice to annoy someone - and the vicar/priest/administrator would not permit it
anyway.

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This important decision must be set by rules already in place - not left to the whim of an officiant.

Consultation Question 52:



No

Please expand on your answer:

No officiant should make such a decision. The outside privy may be safe and dignified as a toilet, but not as a marriage venue. Registered venues will
already have been deemed safe and dignified.

No

Please expand on your answer:

No advice to officiants is required for a venue which is already registered for marriages to take place. This whole question of “safe and dignified” venues,
in any location at all, should not have been part of any look at reform of marriage law.

Consultation Question 53:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A legally recognised marriage location needs no approval from any officiant - it is a legally recognised location whatever anyone thinks.

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Nos 1 and 2 are obvious requirements on a marriage certificate, as are the names of parents (3) and their designated relationships to the couple. I do not
see why parents’ occupations should be recorded on a marriage certificate - these are completely irrelevant to the couple.

Consultation Question 55:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This should only be the accepted official language of the country in which the marriage takes place, or both only if there are two official languages there.

Consultation Question 56:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Absolutely not. This is another move too far.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No witnesses = no proof of marriage so no marriage:

Failure to sign, or to register = no confirmation of marriage:

in both cases, there is no valid marriage, so it must be void.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A marriage ceremony may have taken place, but without “co-habiting” afterwards, a proper marriage cannot be deemed to exist without consummation.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Without an official ceremony, either civil or religious, there is no record of a marriage having taken place.

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If consent to marry does not exist (as in forced marriage), then there cannot have been a marriage. People in this position should not be forced to wait
three years.

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Do all couples not have to give notice of intent to marry? The terminally ill should not be singled out.7

Consultation Question 64:

No

Please expand on your answer:

What is the difference between a licence and a schedule? If a licence “ain’t broke, don’t fix it” by introducing a schedule.

Consultation Question 65:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Terminally-ill people will not want to wait, so there is no need for 12-month validity.

Consultation Question 66:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Other

Please expand on your answer:



No secondary legislation should be introduced. Ad hoc provision can be provided for No 1 in an emergency, but absolutely no provision should be made
for “remote” ceremonies. If the couple or officiant cannot be bothered to be present, then no ceremony can be said to have taken place. Signatories to
any official document like a marriage certificate. We are used to seeing civil and military leaders side by side signing agreements and treaties and then
changing over, so both copies have their signatures. Why should marriage certificates be different?

No

Please expand on your answer:

Only the emergency in Q 67 under No 1.

No

Please expand on your answer:

Evidence of terminal illness can be seen and easily provided by doctors.

Those “who might be at risk of death” can also easily get proof of this, so no emergency provision should be made.

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There has to be proof of a ceremony taking place at a registered location. “Somewhere in territorial waters” does not fulfill this requirement.

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Absolutely no, no, no, or should that be “non, non, non” for international waters?

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Again, non, non, non. Why is this provision proposed?

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If the name and registration number of a ship can be ascertained by a couple, they should be required to name the officiant. These questions are very
odd, and appear to trip consultees up in their replies to contradict themselves.

Consultation Question 72:

No

Please expand on your answer:

None of the crew should conduct weddings. Their job is to run the ship.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

There should be no maritime officiants, so no need to have rules for tgem.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

There should be no maritime officiants, so no marriages on board ships.

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:



I do not know of any demand at all at present, and it is frivolous to propose shipboard weddings and give couples this option. It is unnecessary.

Consultation Question 74:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I repeat my opposition to shipboard weddings, so this proposal is irrelevant.

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Again, why “fix what ain’t broke”. Leave well alone.

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Why would it be necessary to pre-approve a venue that has been hosting weddings already?

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(2) there should be no fee.

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

The current law on same-sex marriage has shown itself to encourage unions that end in many divorces. Civil partnerships protected property rights,
understandably, but even of those, many have ended in splits. The “quickie” divorce law currently in place encourages more divorce without
encouragement to seek counselling because the timescale is far, far too short. Many families must have experienced this trauma since the law was
changed so recently. I despair over the so-called intelligent people who fail to see the consequences of their tinkering with laws that have existed since
time immemorial without harming the very people they were intended to protect. The current law harms the innocent party, and that should be an
uncomfortable consequence for lawyers. A young trainee, after one of her seats, told me she now considers it “a shit profession”. What an accolade, and
she wasn’t even talking of matrimonial law.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No comment.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No comment.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

No comment.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

No comment.

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No comment.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No comment.

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No comment.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

This is a nonsensical question.



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Repetition???

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

No comment.





No

Please expand on your answer:

I don't think this matters, necessarily. When my husband and I got engaged, I was living in Scotland, and he was living in England. We were married in
Scotland then moved into the home we'd bought in England. If this requirement had been in force in Scotland, I think what you're proposing is that my
husband would have had to have come up to Scotland for seven days before giving notice of our intention to marry, yes? An unnecessary inconvenience, I
think? Perhaps you're assuming that couples who intend to marry are already living together? Perhaps you're proposing that couples ought to be living
together before they marry? I'm not sure what the point of this proposal is.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, that seems reasonable.

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

That's the situation my husband and I were in, so yes.

Consultation Question 9:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Online in addition to publicly displayed notice, not only online.

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, if a couple intends to marry, they should be able to do so within 12 months.

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As long as the substitute is acceptable to all parties, yes.

Please share your views below:

This question has not provided enough information to have any meaning: 'Should be able to act' - to do what? 'in other circumstances' - in what
circumstances?

Consultation Question 13:

No



Please expand on your answer:

Why shouldn't they?

Earlier, you proposed giving notice to marry online, thus expanding horizons. This seems to be limiting horizons. Surely banns published in Scotland, NI
and Ireland can also be published online, thus reaching England and Wales?

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

In the church and online would seem fair and not too difficult to accomplish.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

I'm not Anglican but if they currently have these powers & requirements, I see no reason why it should change.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

In person attendance for at least one of the couple seems reasonable. If the other is living at a distance, then online attendance seems fair.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, why not? Is the intention to take away the legal capacity from clergy of the Church of England and the Church in Wales?

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, the parties should most definitely enter into marriage freely and fully aware of what it is they are doing, the public nature of the declaration, the
life-long binding nature of marriage and the meaning of marriage. There definitely needs to be someone (registrar or clergy) who can ensure that the
parties are free to marry and that it will be legally binding.

This cannot be delegated to the 'best man' or similar.

Consultation Question 20:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Again, not enough information in the question. Do you mean that registration officers should not be able to officiate at religious weddings? Obviously not,
if the reg officers are not also clergy. I have a feeling that there is some other meaning here but it is not written in the question. It must be between the
lines and I can't see it.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, I don't see why you'd need two or more. Currently, one member of the clergy can officiate at a wedding in church, so why should there be more at a
civil wedding?



Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

They currently are, aren't they? I see no reason why this should change.

Consultation Question 23:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

1. is fine. Clergy have had many years of training and know the law of the land and Canon law too.

2. would these officiants have enough training in the law and the ablility to recognise full knowledge and full consent when they see it? More importantly,
recognise insufficient understanding and coercion? If so, fine. If not, no.

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I've been to a humanist wedding. It was depressing. I think the couple chose the humanists so they could get married from the bride's home (this wasn't
in England). The tenor of the ceremony was 'I love you because you make me feel great about myself. I want to be with you because we're great together.'
It was all very inward-looking and insular. Nothing about selflessness (without which there is no love), looking outwards, living as a witness of love in a
community, seeking to help each other and the wider community, being open to the gift of children. It was like a private, intimate, inward, insular act
which they'd invited some others to see, rather than a public covenantal promise of life-long faithful love. Rather than re-define what marriage is, why not
give a new word to describe this new definition?

Please share your views below:

If you want a non-religious belief organisation to officiate at your wedding, then what you are wanting is not a wedding, but some other kind of thing,
surely?

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Can the 'sincerely held belief about marriage' be that it is valid on Tuesdays and Saturdays in the Summer until you're 45 and as long as there's salad
cream in the fridge? That belief could be sincerely held, couldn't it. My point is that 2. above is meaningless.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Ah, I can see where this could lead: Public policy states that a man can marry a man, or a woman marry a woman. Religions that have not redefined their
theology to reflect government policy would therein be banned from conducting weddings, yes? No, no, definitely not.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

If at the moment, the officiants are named, then I see no reason why this shouldn't continue. I imagine that after a cleric is ordained, his name is included
in the list of those eligible to officiate at weddings. Seems fine.

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Though who defines what 'fit and proper' is?

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But who defines 'dignity' and 'solemnity'?

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Why take away the opportunity to voice consent at the ceremony? This is also an opportunity for a vulnerable party to declare a lack of consent. It is an
opportunity for the celebrating official to see whole-hearted consent or lack of it. It only takes a few seconds and could be a life-line. Please don't scrap it.

No, I don't think that the marriage should be 'formed' at the point when both parties have expressed consent to be married. The parties also need to
make their vows of life-long fidelity no matter what and the union needs to be blessed.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Do you mean that three people can devise a form and ceremony for use in a wedding of two of the three? No, that would be not just watering down
marriage but taking away any semblance of meaning still attached to it.

Consultation Question 44:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I'm not a member of any of those groups and can't answer properly because I don't know what's behind this question. What is it about these three
groups that has caused them to be singled out?

Consultation Question 45:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No, if people want to be married with 'religious content' then why give them a watered down version? If there's any desire for God in either of the
wedding party, don't let them try to quench their thirst by hearing All Things Bright and Beautiful at their civil ceremony. Instead let them find God - or
more accurately, enable God to find them: let God bless their union through the Sacrament of Marriage.

Please share your views below:

See above, viz:
If people want to be married with 'religious content' then why give them a watered down version? If there's any desire for God in either of the wedding
party, don't let them try to quench their thirst by hearing All Things Bright and Beautiful at their civil ceremony. Instead let them find God - or more
accurately, enable God to find them: let God bless their union through the Sacrament of Marriage.

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No, definitely not! If - as you are proposing - marriages will be allowed to take place anywhere, with the form drawn up by the couple and agreed by the
officiant, with intention to marry declared only on the internet and consent given only in writing, then a 'closed door' wedding would just easy the way to
forced marriages. No. Marriage has a public dimension - it is a public declaration. It must remain an 'open doors' event.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Why? A marriage is a serious thing - that doesn't mean it's not joyful, but who makes a promise to love another as long as they both shall live without that
being serious? This is the work of the official - why should the official have to travel to wherever the couple decides to marry? Each venue needs to be an
appropriate place for the solemnity of what is happening, not just convenient for the reception.

There is a trend towards couples having a wedding that is 'unique' - some quirky theme that no-one has thought of. This provision would mean that now
couples will be trying to get married somewhere no one has thought of before and consequently weddings go even further down the line of 'the biggest
day of my life where it's all about me and my spouse and everyone will say how amazing the day was (and how expensive)' and less about what is actually
happening - two people joining together for better or worse for the rest of their lives for the mutual love and support, for bringing up children for support
of the wider family and community.

When God is taken out of the equation, people cease to look outwards and instead focus on themselves. This is most evident in non-religious weddings.

Please share your views below:

No. See above and add concerns of safely, security, dignity and transparency.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No, marriage must remain a public ceremony, otherwise it is open to abuse.

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Why would anyone want any of the above? The only reason I can think of is compromise: one spouse wants a non-religious wedding, the other wants a
religious wedding, so they compromise and have a civil ceremony in a church. That's an awful starting point for a marriage!

Would religious ministers be compelled to conduct religious marriages in a non-religious belief venue? or let a non-religious belief official conduct a
wedding ceremony in their church? That, in their eyes, would be a sham, I should imagine, not much extrapolation required to arrive at proper sacrilege.
Don't force that on the clergy, please.

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

How do they agree? Is it linked to the wedding fee? Will there be 'status' on managing to get 'your' official to marry you in a really obscure, unsafe,
undignified, private place? Don't put wedding officials under this pressure. Just keep to places of worship for religious weddings and registry offices for
non-religious weddings.

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I agree that a wedding venue should be safe and dignified, but how is that defined? Who is to define it? Under what pressure? And if this passes, then
whatever is in the heads of those who pass this, you can be sure that in 50 years time, weddings will bear no resemblance.

See above, viz:

How do they agree? Is it linked to the wedding fee? Will there be 'status' on managing to get 'your' official to marry you in a really obscure, unsafe,
undignified, private place? Don't put wedding officials under this pressure. Just keep to places of worship for religious weddings and registry offices for
non-religious weddings.

Other



Please expand on your answer:

Yes, of course guidance would be appropriate but I still don't think that officiants should be the ones who have to assess this.

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Doesn't the schedule currently state the date and location of the wedding? Is the change proposed that this can be added later? No, of course not! This
should be on the wedding schedule / document before it is signed.

And why should parents' names and occupations be added afterwards? Again, I can't think why this would be necessary.

Consultation Question 55:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not only electronic registration. There's something beautiful about wedding registers, where you are included among those who have gone before and
who come after you. You are part of something bigger than yourselves. Many of the changes you have proposed would help couples to forget that they
are not the only ones ever to have got married and that the world does not actually revolve around them. Being entered in a marriage register helps to
bring that sense home.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, marriage is a serious thing and everything needs to be legally correct.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

1 any mistakes need to be corrected as soon as possible
2 a wedding needs to be witnessed. if the proposed witness is absent, then another witness must step in.
3 It does need to be signed. I don't see how it can be legally binding if it's not signed.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



My Dad was in the RAF and had to go away shortly after their wedding. It's easy to imagine a situation in which separation was immediate; that alone
doesn't necessarily render the marriage invalid.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If a couple is not married, they're not married.

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

I know a couple who had co-habited for many years and only married when he was terminally ill. It would have been a shame for them not to be able to
get married. Similarly, many people are diagnosed with terminal illnesses long before old age. If he or she wanted to get married, why should a diagnosis
of terminal illness prevent them?

Those in prison are not free to marry, surely?

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No. Marriage is a public affair and should take place on land, where someone who needs to get there can get there. Once marriages take place in water,
they are private, with only those on the vessel able to be there.

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

No. Marriage is a public affair and should take place on land, where someone who needs to get there can get there. Once marriages take place in water,
they are private, with only those on the vessel able to be there.

Consultation Question 71:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a public affair and should take place on land, where someone who needs to get there can get there. Once marriages take place in water, they
are private, with only those on the vessel able to be there.

Consultation Question 72:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a public affair and should take place on land, where someone who needs to get there can get there. Once marriages take place in water, they
are private, with only those on the vessel able to be there.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a public affair and should take place on land, where someone who needs to get there can get there. Once marriages take place in water, they
are private, with only those on the vessel able to be there.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a public affair and should take place on land, where someone who needs to get there can get there. Once marriages take place in water, they
are private, with only those on the vessel able to be there.

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Marriage is a public affair and should take place on land, where someone who needs to get there can get there. Once marriages take place in water, they
are private, with only those on the vessel able to be there.

Consultation Question 74:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a public affair and should take place on land, where someone who needs to get there can get there. Once marriages take place in water, they
are private, with only those on the vessel able to be there.

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Travel costs are fair and just.

Consultation Question 76:

(1) the same fee as other cases in which the registration officer must travel to the person giving notice, set nationally on a cost-recovery basis; or

Please expand on your answer:

Travel expenses are fair and just.

Consultation Question 77:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

1. In my experience, what prevents couples from getting married is a view that they 'can't afford it'. What they can't afford is the wedding of their dreams - 
a party unlike all others - rather than the wedding itself or the law. 
 
2. I think what we need to change is the perception that a wedding 'needs' to be big, fancy and unlike anyone else's wedding. Opening up the seas and all



other locations for weddings doesn't actually make it easier, it makes it harder because couples who are already burdened with the idea that they 'need'
to have the 'ideal' wedding now need to choose the ideal place, the ideal words to say, the ideal theme etc etc. Getting married is actually very simple and
not expensive but unfortunately, that is not the impression that most of the population has.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I'm running out of time and need to go soon but briefly:

3. Marriage is a Sacrament and priests don't charge for the Sacraments, therefore there is no charge for marrying in the Catholic Church. Of course
couples give the priest money but if they genuinely couldn't afford to, fine!

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Private individuals

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As a public ceremony these things should be expressed publicly at the time.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

All weddings should reflect the solemnity, legality, public accountability and recording of the occasion.

Consultation Question 44:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

It is up to these religious groups to set standards appropriate to their stance and ethos.

Consultation Question 45:

No



Please expand on your answer:

These ceremonies should be distinctive to these groups who alone have the right to control the content according to their particular beliefs.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As long as religious ceremonies and civil ceremonies are distinct and different in content this is necessary to make this clear.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This should be a public as well as a legal declaration of intent.
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(2) there should be no fee.

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Many churches rely on civil registrars to register weddings, as they do not have their own authorised person.
This point is important for those who wish to be married in a church where there is no authorised person.

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

"Contrary to public policy or morality" is too subjective an assessment. It would risk those who hold unpopular but entirely legal views being excluded
from nominating officials.
The test should focus solely on objective driteria.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

At the moment, wedding officiants are either highly-trained registrars or religious representatives who are likely to have strongly-held beliefs on
marriage. Allowing independent officials would open the door to those who may not place such a high value on marriage.
Independent officiants can currently conduct weddings that are not legally binding and can pander to tastes and situations that undermine the dignity of
marriage.

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The prescribed words form a foundation for the declarations that are required for a marriage. Without them, the marriage ceremony can be as
meaningless as the couple or officiant choose and a legal marriage becomes nothing other that a certificate from the government. Marriage must be
founded on solemn promises made between two parties.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:



It is far more important that a legal wedding ceremony reflects the seriousness of the commitment the parties are making than that it is personalised to
the couple.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The "open doors" requirement is a valuable part of wedding day celebrations, making it clear that marriage is not a private affair. but rather is important
to society as a whole. It is also a way of protecting against forced marriage and bigamy.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I am seriously concerned that it is unclear what safeguards will prevent unsuitable venues being used. How will the dignity of such ceremonies be
guaranteed?

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:
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If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
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Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Where at least one of the couple is a Foreign Passport Holder (other than of the Republic of Ireland) there may be grounds to require more onerous
requirements than those imposed on UK Passport holders. This would simply be to ensure Wedding Ceremonies are not abused as a means of avoiding
or attempting to avoid Immigration Law restrictions

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

three days;

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

In view of the Covid epidemic it would seem sensible to permit interviews by video but they should be seen as the exception not the rule and only for
situations such as the pandemic

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

In principle the rules applying to Anglican Weddings should be the same as apply to other authorised Religious Weddings

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



In principle the rules applying to Anglican Weddings should be the same as apply to other authorised Religious Weddings

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

In principle the rules applying to Anglican Weddings should be the same as apply to other authorised Religious Weddings

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

In principle the rules applying to Anglican Weddings should be the same as apply to other authorised Religious Weddings. Where at least one of the
Couple is not a UK Passport holder checks should be carried out by the Registration Service not a CofE Vicar

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

In principle the rules applying to Anglican Weddings should be the same as apply to other authorised Religious Weddings

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:

In principle the rules applying to Anglican Weddings should be the same as apply to other authorised Religious Weddings

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It should be permitted that the free consent of Parties to Marry each other can be expressed by declarations during the Ceremony or by signed
declarations separate from the Ceremony itself. This is to assist with Wedding Ceremonies such as Muslim Weddings where oral declarations would not
be the norm

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

In principle the rules applying to Anglican Weddings should be the same as apply to other authorised Religious Weddings I do not object in principle to
Anglican Ministers being automatically recognised as authorised Celebrants of Religious Weddings provided they are not given powers or rights over and
above those given to other recognised Religious Celebrants

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

No



Please expand on your answer:

I would suggest that the definition set out in s10 Equality Act 2010 should be adopted and any Religious or Philosophical organisation should be able to
seek authorisation

Please share your views below:

I would suggest that the definition set out in s10 Equality Act 2010 should be adopted and any Religious or Philosophical organisation should be able to
seek authorisation

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

20 is a bit low for an organisation to be authorised and such a low number would permit abuse of the system a minimum of 100 active members should
be required

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

I would suggest that the definition set out in s10 Equality Act 2010 and Article 9 European Convention on Human Rights should be adopted and any
Religious or Philosophical organisation falling within these definitions should should be able to seek authorisation. The proposal from the Commission
seeks to add another untested definition which seems unnecessary

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

I suggest the requirement should be for named individuals to be nominated In practice they would invariably be Office Holders of some sort in the
Religious Organisation but allowing authorisation to apply to specific offices seems a recipe for abuse of the system

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The Government test should be whether the Organisation is 'Fit and Proper' not the individual. If the Organisation is nominating unfit persons then its
authorisation should be looked at

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Fees that can be charged should be limited by Government

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The Guidance should be limited to that necessary to ensure the legality of the Wedding

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

An Organisation should have the right to remove its authorisation from any named celebrant. The Organisation should have unrestricted rights in this
respect subject only to the ordinary Employment and Equality legislation

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I suggest that 10 years is a reasonable time for authorisation but any organisation should have the right to re-appoint for additional periods of 10 years

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I agree that there should be an expression of Consent but the legislation should permit this to be given either by signing or by oral declaration during the
ceremony. it should not be a legal requirement that there is a declaration during the ceremony itself

Consultation Question 43:

No



Please expand on your answer:

The Officiant should choose the form and ceremony agreed to by the couple

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There may be circumstances where it is desirable for a couple to have a Civil Wedding followed by some form of Religious Ceremony or ceremonies For
example if a couple are of different religions they may prefer a Civil Ceremony followed by Blessings in their separate Religious houses or their religion
may not want to be legally registered for Marriage Section 46 permits this freedom and should be retained

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

No

Please expand on your answer:

There should be no legal restrictions of Venues for Marriage

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

No



Please expand on your answer:

These are subjective tests If a couple want a Wedding in a particular location the Officiant can either agree or decline to officiate It should not be their
legal responsibility to approve the Venue

No

Please expand on your answer:

If a couple want a Wedding in a particular location the Officiant can either agree or decline to officiate It should not be their legal responsibility to approve
the Venue

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Local Authorities should be permitted to authorise Wedding Venues as at present but use of those Venues should not be compulsory

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I suggest that any new law should contain the following

"No Prosecution shall be brought for any offence under this Act save by or with the consent of the Director of Public Prosecutions.
The Director of Public Prosecutions in consultation with the Registrar General shall issue guidance to Prosecutors regarding prosecutions for offences
under this Act and alternatives to prosecution"

The point about this proposal is to avoid the danger of any unmeritorious or 'mischief making' Private Prosecution being brought. Reserving certain
offences to the DPP (in reality that means the CPS) is not unusual, all the Covid offences for example can only be prosecuted by the CPS and its a sensible
precaution in cases of regulatory offences such as breach of a new Marriage Act.

CPS have guidance for virtually all offences and I would anticipate that guidance for marriage Act offences would put prosecution as a last resort only for
those who persistently perform unregistered Marriages. In principle such guidance could say that a warning would be the normal way of dealing with a
first offence.

That sort of addition should reassure most people that we won't suddenly be seeing Priests and Imams in the Dock. The 'in consultation with the
Registrar General' is just a suggestion that might provide reassurance that prosecutions will be a last resort

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation should be permitted via Video link

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If it really is a terminal illness 6 months is enough

Consultation Question 66:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Again in these circumstances 6 months is enough

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Many Cruise Ships carry a Chaplain These should be able to conduct Weddings if that is in accordance with their religious beliefs

Consultation Question 74:

No

Please expand on your answer:

They should be required to return the schedule immediately if necessary by Email or via a website

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(2) there should be no fee.

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YU8R-W

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-04 10:01:58

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Swavesey Particular Baptist Chapel

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Response on behalf of an organisation

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is essential!

Please share your views below:

Yes. It is possible the named officiant might be unwilling to act at the last minute, or the governing body might be unwilling for him/her to act because of
a very recent development

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Many independent churches within our denomination have no possibility of their own registrant an need to rely on registration officers, as at present

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

We hold the belief that 'same-sex marriage' is contrary to the law of God. It may not be long before this is contrary to public policy and morality, although
it is in accordance with God's word, the Bible. "contrary to public policy or morality" is unnecessary and too vague and widely drawn and open to many
and various future interpretations. . "Unlawful" is sufficient.

Consultation Question 27:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

In a marriage, the parties should declare there is no impediment to their marriage before witnesses.

Marriage is not just consent, it is a promise, a contract before witnesses.

The prescribed words, a small part of the ceremony, retain these vital elements.

Consultation Question 43:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

And by the governing body of the church.

This does not take into account the seriousness of the commitment being made, where it is outside a church context.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This allows a danger of marriage in a secretive way because something is not above board.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:



Other

Please expand on your answer:

It is important that the venue takes into account the seriousness of the commitment being made.

Please share your views below:

See above. Marriage should always be in a place open to the public, not a private home.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage should beopen to the public to avoid abuse.

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

"Dignified" is very important.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YU8W-2

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-04 10:08:41

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

N/A

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

I require my personal details to be anonymous and confidential as per my Rights under the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) 2018 which came
into being on 25 May 2018.

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No further explanation is required.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not applicable

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not applicable

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not applicable



Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Not applicable

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Not applicable

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No I do not agree. It is a perfectly reasonable requirement for couples to be living in an English or Welsh registration district prior to giving notice of their
intention to marry.

Any liberalisation of this requirement would enable those who have no legal right to be in this country to be given the opportunity to be involved in sham
marriages. 'Sham' marriages must be guarded against.

Consultation Question 5:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This must be in person at the registration district for the same reasons explained in Consultation question 4.

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

It should be another period of time. seven days does not seem long enough.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

An in person interview should take place every time to guard against forced and sham marriages or where concerns are raised about the capacity of
parties to consent.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Unsure. I would need to research this and take advice.

Consultation Question 9:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Notice of marriages to be publicly displayed on-line would invite exposure to risk of harm.

Consultation Question 10:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Unsure. I would need to take advice on this.

Consultation Question 11:



Other

Please expand on your answer:

Unsure. I would need to take advice on this.

Consultation Question 12:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Unsure. I would need to take advice on this.

Please share your views below:

Unsure. I would need to take advice on this.

Consultation Question 13:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Unsure. I would need to take advice on this.

Consultation Question 14:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I do not see any good reason why this should be repealed.

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Unsure. I would need to take advice on this.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

I agree on both points. The strictest safeguards must be in place to deter sham, forced or any other bogus marriages.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes. I agree for the reasons given in the preceding question.

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Unsure. I would need to take advice on this.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Unsure. I would need to take advice on this.

Consultation Question 20:

Other



Please expand on your answer:

Unsure. I would need to take advice on this.

Consultation Question 21:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Unsure. I would need to take advice on this.

Consultation Question 22:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Unsure. I would need to take advice on this.

Consultation Question 23:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Unsure. I would need to take advice on this.

Consultation Question 24:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Unsure. I would need to take advice on this.

Please share your views below:

Unsure. I would need to take advice on this.

Consultation Question 25:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Unsure. I would need to take advice on this.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

That seems a reasonable view to take.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Unsure. I would need to take advice on this.

Consultation Question 28:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Unsure. I would need to take advice on this.

Consultation Question 29:

Other

Please expand on your answer:



Unsure. I would need to take advice on this.

Consultation Question 30:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Unsure. I would need to take advice on this.

Consultation Question 31:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Unsure. I would need to take advice on this.

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes. That seems a reasonable proposal. The Institution of Marriage should not be debased by commercial interests in this way.

Consultation Question 33:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

'Independent' officiants should be prohibited from acting with a conflict of interest.

There should be a limit on the fees that they can charge for officiating at a wedding. The Institution of Marriage should not be debased by commercial
interests.

Consultation Question 34:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Unsure, but the strictest safeguards must be in place.

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I agree, but believe this does not go far enough.

Officiants should have a broad-based responsibility to ensure that the content and tone of the legal ceremony upholds the dignity and solemnity of
marriage.

The definition of 'dignity' and 'solemnity' is important and there must be the strictest safeguards in place to uphold those requirements. There must be a
very 'high bar' as to where a wedding can take place and that should/must be in a Church or Register Office.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

That seems to be a reasonable requirement.

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



That seems to be a reasonable requirement.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Also, if the body who nominated them fails to act, they too should be de-authorised from the nomination process.

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

That seems to be a reasonable requirement.

Consultation Question 40:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Unsure. I would need to take advice.

Consultation Question 41:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

That seems to be reasonable, but the definition of 'professional development' needs to be clear.

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is absurd and dangerous.
1.b This is a legal ceremony and must never be too much to ask and state that they are free and willing to marry, but there are no legal impediments to
their marriage.
This is a slippery slope where standards continue to be allowed to slip. This is a deliberate attempt to undermine the dignity and solemnity of marriage.
Marriage is supposed to be a lifetime commitment on which the foundations of society are based.

When a couple enter into the union of marriage, they are entering into a lifetime commitment which is legally defined. Society has an interest in
preserving these values.
That couples can self-define marriage in this way is dangerous for society and would lead to more 'broken homes'.

The proposals stated reduce the Institution of Marriage to the level of a 'mobile phone contract' or worse.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is completely wrong. Marriage must be a solemn and dignified, but also a joyous occasion which reflects the seriousness of the commitment they are
entering into.

The form and ceremony must be appropriate for the lifetime commitment they are entering into. The proposals as stated, downgrade the seriousness of
the event in which society has an interest.

The proposals as stated mean that if the parties wanted it, they could get 'married' in 'the air'.

Totally inappropriate.

Consultation Question 44:



Other

Please expand on your answer:

Unsure. I would need to take advice on this.

Consultation Question 45:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Unsure. I would need to take advice on this.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Because there is no good reason to change it.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The 'Open Doors' requirement conveys the societal and public nature of marriage.
The 'Open Doors' requirement is a protection against 'forced/sham/bogus' marriages.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

'Anywhere' does not convey the dignity and solemnity of marriage.

Please share your views below:

All of these venues are wholly inappropriate and in some cases are unsafe and do not reflect the dignity and solemnity of the Institution of marriage.

Where next? Burger King!! The pub!!? Costa Coffee perhaps!!

Actually, this proposal is a blatant attempt to downgrade marriage to its lowest common denominator.

Totally absurd.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

All weddings must be publicly accessible and readily available to uphold the solemnity and dignity of the institution of marriage.

Consultation Question 50:

Other

Other

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Unsure. I would need to take advice on this.



Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The type of venue needs to be kept pure and simple. Church or Registry Office.
The proposal as stated opens up the possibility of inappropriate settings which may be unsafe. Also different officiators will come to different conclusions
resulting in a lack of clarity.

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

The proposal as stated, opens up a lack of clarity and places an undue burden on the part of the officiator.
Who is going to test for 'safety' and 'dignity'.
The most stringent safeguards must be in place.

It is generally accepted that Church and Registry Office are safe places to marry.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This also places an undue burden on the General Register Office. There is already a system in place for the conduct of weddings.

Consultation Question 53:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is being made more burdensome, complicated and bureaucratic. As I have previously stated, there is no good reason to change the system.

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Unsure. I would need to take advice.

Consultation Question 55:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Which!!!!!! The question is ambiguous.

In England, English only.
In Wales, English and Welsh

Consultation Question 56:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Unsure. I would need to take advice.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Other



Please expand on your answer:

Unsure. I would need to take advice on this.

No

Please expand on your answer:

There is no good reason to change it.

Consultation Question 58:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Unsure. I would need to take advice.

Consultation Question 59:

No

Please expand on your answer:

"but should not require the couple to have cohabited for any period after its celebration"

The Institution of Marriage requires that to 'affirm' the marriage that they live together/cohabit.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Unsure. I would need to take advice on this.

Consultation Question 60:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Unsure. I would need to take advice on this.

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This needs no further elaboration.

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Unsure.

Consultation Question 63:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Unsure. I would need to take advice.

Consultation Question 64:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There is no good reason to change it.



Consultation Question 65:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Unsure. I would need to take advice.

Consultation Question 66:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Unsure. I would need to take advice.

Consultation Question 67:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Unsure. I would need to take advice.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Unsure. I would need to take advice.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Unsure. I would need to take advice.

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is too loose a venue and is not sufficiently defined.

How is 'adjacent' defined.

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This isn't what cruise ships are for.

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Again 'No'. A lack of definition applies.
What next? A rowing boat?

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Because it is inappropriate.

Consultation Question 72:

No



Please expand on your answer:

Because it's not what deck officers are for or other members of the ship's crew.

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is not what ship's officers are for.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I disagree with the principles outlined in this section.

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

I have no views on this.

Consultation Question 74:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I disagree with the principles completely in this section.

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Unsure. I would need to take advice.

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Unsure.

Consultation Question 77:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Unsure.

Consultation Question 78:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Unsure.

Consultation Question 79:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Unsure.

Consultation Question 80:



Other

Please expand on your answer:

Unsure.

Consultation Question 81:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Unsure.

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Unsure.

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Unsure.

Consultation Question 84:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Unsure.

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

1. I don't believe that the current law discourages or prevents couples from getting married or should discourage or prevent marriage.

2. The proposals attempt to increase or facilitate to the detriment to the dignity or solemnityiof marriage.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Unsure.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I don't think that your proposals enhance the institution of marriage in any way.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Unsure.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Marriage is not a business opportunity.



Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Your proposals would have a large bureaucratic impact on local authorities.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Marriage is not there for the benefit of local authorities.

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I am dubious of the need to residents of overseas jurisdictions travelling to England and Wales to get married, unless they are 'British'.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Unsure.

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I am concerned at the extra bureaucratic burden placed on the maritime industry. It is not the primary purpose of the maritime industry. I can see the
need for ship's crew where they are at sea for long periods of time but not for others.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

This misses the point. This is not the purpose of the maritime industry.

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

Unsure.
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:



Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I believe both marriage parties should be present at a solemnly construed wedding ceremony. They should follow an acceptable pattern of public
declaration to give the wedding due gravitas. I believe that marriage is for life and should be treated with such seriousness form the outset.
Marriage is an institution that helps preserve the social integrity of our society. We tamper with it at our peril.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A marriage is for the couple concerned but it is also a very significant part of our national social structure, proven over centuries to be the best approach
to a stable environment in which to bring up children. It 'belongs' to society as well as to the couple. To allow the proposed freedoms to the marriage
couple is to almost disregard the social significance of the relationship.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This seems to be a major backward step. Marriages should be in the public domain. They are a major plank in our nation's social framework. To allow
marriages to go 'underground' has serious implications to my mind.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:



To allow weddings anywhere is to completely cave in to the couples wishes and to potentially lose all the dignity and standing that a wedding ceremony
aims to engender.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I agree strongly that the wedding location should be safe and dignified. I would be concerned as to how this is defined and would wish any proposal to be
given adequate opportunity for review.

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:





Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Not happy with this as it lessens the possibility of the registrar has less chance of identifying a sham or forced marriage

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Happy with this as long as it is followed up by the face to face interview before the wedding

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But a public notice should still be displayed by the registrar

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

When two weddings occur at the same time

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not if one of the parties lives in Scotland n Ireland or Ireland as one of the purposes of the banns is to ascertain if the person is eligible to marry. This
could be local knowledge.

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Banns should also be published in the area of residence of the participants

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

I agree with these conditions as they help to identify any forced marriages

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Agree

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Anglican preliminaries should be legally binding. This should avoid the need for civil preliminaries in Anglican weddings but should apply to all others

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

There should be a list but it would appear to be an impossible task to name all banned organisations

Consultation Question 25:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

This seems open to abuse

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Yes as long as the office is generally recognized such as secretary, chairman etc andthe nominees are fit and proper persons

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

prevents abuse of process

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There does not appear to be a definition of 'dignity and solemnity, This needs to be defined for the sake of the officiant

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

see question 35



Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

this implies that someone can be married without being present at the wedding ceremony. There should be in the ceremony some specific phrase
relating to commitment that is spoken publicly

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This seems to allow any form of ceremony and can take away from the solemnity of the marriage vows. All wedding should include some public
declaration of commitment.

Consultation Question 44:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Se 43 There seems to be no freedom for non-conformist or other Christian groups to impose their own requirements. Are there other safeguards for
them?

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

To be left to the couple

Consultation Question 46:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

A religious 'blessing' should be available to those who wish it

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Open door access was introduced to protect against forced marriages and should be retained as a wedding has a public element

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

With the reservation that dignity should be protected and public access maintained

outdoors,

Please share your views below:

Outdoors is fine but the other types of venues mentioned [and other similar] would restrict public access and make 'dignity' hard to maintain

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

For the reasons of dignity stated above

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Terms need to be defined

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



1] the officiant following set guidelines
2] Prior investigation and inspection by officiant

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Open to abuse

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

2 and 3 would leave the system open to abuse

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This seems to leave the door open for marriages of convenience undertaken to acquire citizenship or other benefits

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not sure what this means

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding



Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

It seems that the proposals will rightly make weddings in such circumstances easier

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

proposal removes the public declaration element of marriage
Item 1 is acceptable

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

see answer above

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

again the right of public access must be protected so weddings at sea seem to prohibit this

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If other passengers act as public witnesses

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

No There must be public involvement which can happen on cruise ships but possibly not on other vessels

Consultation Question 71:



No

Please expand on your answer:

This removes control as to the suitability of the officiant and hence the provision for a safe and dignified wedding There should be no difficulty in naming
an officiant

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

No idea

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This could contradict question 76

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Item 2 applies in my opinion but i have no evidence

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

A wedding is a serious commitment and the costs of such should be accepted by the couple. There is sufficient flexibility to enable an inexpensive
wedding

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

no views

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

no views

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

no views

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

no views

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

There appears to be greater flexibility for pre-registration etc saving on the registrars tim

Consultation Question 89:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

no views

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

no views

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

no views

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

no views

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

no views





Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Encourages unthought out - on the spot - decidions whbich may not be in the parties long term interest

Consultation Question 5:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Notice period should start from interview date

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

1 month

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Probably while Covid - 19 precautions remain effective

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Yes - subject to proper means of verification of status

Consultation Question 9:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Should also be publicly displayed in hard copy form - to ensure widest possible information base

Consultation Question 10:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is first time schedule has been referred to !!

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Officiant should be publicly identified so that status can be assessed in advance.
Only change if adequate reason e. g sudden mental or physical incapacity

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Should this qualification not have been included above?

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

To ensure ceremony is conducted in the locality where banns are published and availability of widest public information

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Should also be published where each of the parties live

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Agreed

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Agreed

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

No

Please expand on your answer:

2 is too vague in definition



Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Only those which meet the definition outlined above

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

To maintain consistency of approach by being associated with a recognised sector

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Needs to be a statutory list of fees

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Needs to be a form of words recognising the commitments being undertaken & emphasising the need for respect & relationships within the marriage

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Subject to regular monitoring of performance

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Verbal confirmation before witnesses is essential

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Needs to be a common set of procedures & words

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:



No

Please expand on your answer:

If a religious content is required then the parties should be wishing a "religious" form of ceremony

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If being married abroad because one of the parties is a "foreign" national then a Civil ceremony may be the local regulations then the parties may wish to
have a religious ceremony where the vows may be more meaningful.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

All above are contradictory since the parties will wish to opt for a ceremomy in the
most appropriate setting

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Please share your views below:

The local registrar who will be present

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

No

Please expand on your answer:

What is the point of the Ceremony if the parties do not intend to live together?

No

Please expand on your answer:

This will make it easier for people to walk away from the relationship without retaining any responsibility

Consultation Question 60:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Reduce period to 1 year

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding



Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Cannot comment due to lack of knowledge

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Needs to be a consistent central record

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Potential circumstances too vague - legislation needs to be capable of being examined as primary legislation

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

How to define "risk of Death"

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Officiant needs to be a recognised named person



Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(1) the same fee as other cases in which the registration officer must travel to the person giving notice, set nationally on a cost-recovery basis; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Do not believe that present arrangements are an impediment

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YU8J-N

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-04 10:47:44

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes definitely.
Reasons include:
• Gives couples a much-needed choice in who conducts their wedding ceremony.
• Independent Celebrants can include different cultural and faith elements in a ceremony that can be tailored to the couple’s exact needs.
• Numbers of independent celebrants are increasing as couples want this choice.
• Independent Celebrants having the ability to conduct legal marriage will attract more couples to get married, as they can have the ceremony they want.
• Independent celebrants are increasing in number so to allow them to conduct legal marriage will grow the sector still further, including attracting
couples from overseas.
• England and Wales is out of step (and far behind) other countries where independent celebrants have been successfully conducting legal marriages for
years.
• This would make the countries of the UK more similar in how marriages are conducted.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The mandatory training provided by the Registrar General’s Office will be very important. However, it should be ensured that it is not prohibitive
financially for independent celebrants to access, both initially and as an ongoing cost for continuing professional development.

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Independent celebrants need to run their celebrancy business independently and fees do not need to be limited as market forces will prevail. However,
further consideration of what constitutes a conflict of interest is required.

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Defining ‘dignity’ and ‘solemnity’ is difficult as it is viewed differently by individuals. However, this needs clarity and breaking it down into elements
without being overly prescriptive to the point where either the celebrant's or the couples' creativity is stifled.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But as above - the guidance needs t be wary f being overly prescriptive. If couples were all happy with how the GRO conduct civil ceremonies at the
moment, there wouldn't be this urgent need for reform, nor would there be a growing number of celebrants to meet the demand in the markey.

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Additionally there needs to be an effective complaints procedure if problem is raised, which is likely to be via a complaint from a couple. The method of
complaint needs to be easy and quick and the response and action taken equally so.

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is absolutely pivotal in giving couples the freedom to choose their content and to have a ceremony that truly reflects the two of them.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

- Religious content should be permitted in a civil ceremony but wording around this issue is important. It would seem appropriate that an ‘act of worship'
is not appropriate but what constitutes an ‘act of worship? This is difficult to define and so the responsibility for this lies with the officiant.

Please share your views below:

It is worth bearing in mind that a couple will have decided not to have their ceremony led by a religious officiant, so volumes of religious requests are
unlikely. Other elements might be bible readings, hymns, prayers, use of symbols and religious music. There should be as little restriction as possible but
clear guidance provided by the Office of the Registrar General.

Consultation Question 46:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Weddings should be able to take place anywhere. The existing system of approved venues is restrictive to approved premises and outdoors restrictions.

Please share your views below:

The only limits should be based on safety issues.

Consultation Question 49:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Couples need to be clear about their reasons for choosing both the type of officiant and the venue. The situation where a couple choose a Humanist (for 
example) officiant based simply on that person's website and social media presence, but then want the civil ceremony conducted in a church, because it 
looks so pretty needs to be avoided.



 
Couples should need to be able to show their reasons for choosing their officiant. Religious ceremony, because religion plays a part in their lives -
because of their religious beliefs. Non-religious belief officiant (e.g.Humanist) because they are members of a non-religious belief community and can
show this.

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Local Authority Registration Services are best placed to create and maintain such a listing.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes to points 1 and 2. Not to the third point. This information is irrelevant to the schedule/document and can be a source of difficulty for couples in the
modern age.

Consultation Question 55:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(2) there should be no fee.

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Discuss - 1) I believe that current law discourages couples from marrying.
• Civil marriage processes are currently bureaucratic, lengthy and complicated and couples don’t always understand them.
• Register office access and appointments are often difficult for couples under the current system.
• Venue limitations means that couples cannot have their wedding in a location personal to them, such as their parent's home.
• A couple pays high fees in many cases to hire an approved venue or attend a register office for a statutory ceremony which is highly restricted.
• Costs have become far too high in approved venues for couples under current law so many will not in fact marry because of this.
• If a celebrant - led ceremony is required then couples also have to hold two events, usually on different days. There is a vast amount of research and
information about the difficulties couples experience with this system - couples really dislike this system and want just one event.
• Couples want more choice in the content and more personal content. They might want to reflect differing cultures, recognising their backgrounds and
want the content to be totally personal and unique.
• Who can marry a couple is highly restricted under the current law. Couples cannot have an independent celebrant or a person from a non-religious
belief organisation conduct their legal marriage. Therefore, they are less likely to marry at all.
• The current law is old and inappropriate in many areas and is out of step with marriage law in much of the rest of the world and our fellow UK Citizens
in Scotland and Northern Ireland.

2) Undoubtedly lifting the current legal restrictions as per the proposals in this document will result in the effects listed in 1) above and more couples will
choose to marry.

Consultation Question 86:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I am in regular contact with practicing wedding celebrants and have numerous examples about how availability and costs of register office weddings
affects couples. Stephanie Pywell's research into 2x2 weddings supports this.

It is difficult to book a 2 x 2 marriage, and virtually impossible to find any details on many council websites. It can sometimes be found under the "Fees"
section. Couples really do have be very determined to get one of these ceremonies, which it is their legal right to have! they have often reported to me
that they are dissuaded from booking a registration by the person on the phone.

Very limited dates, times and locations are available in many areas. In for example, a huge county, marriage and civil partnership
registrations are only offered with 4 appointments on a Tuesday  !!!

2) Approved venues pay fees to be ‘approved’ and checked as a venue suitable for legal marriage. These additional costs are then passed on to couples
and they have to have a certain number of weddings to justify these costs. So only larger and more expensive venues are usually 'approved premises',
restricting choice for couples.

If couples choose a non-approved venue, they must hold two events to become legally married. Not a good choice for couples.

3) The costs of marrying in registered places of worship:
This is really a matter for the various religious organisations as the costs incurred will vary enormously.

4) Couples can hold a ceremony that is not legal, such as a celebrant-led ceremony, in non-approved venues plus the register office 2 x 2 ceremony. This
is costly but still could be cheaper for couples than having the whole event at a venue approved for legal marriage. The cost implications are currently a
minefield for couples.

5) Forcing couples to have to have two events is more expensive for couples, travel costs etc. It is more difficult to arrange and decide who should attend.
And If a couple want to have their legally recognised wedding on the same day as the celebration ceremony then the chances of getting a registrar to
attend to carry out the legal aspect at the same time as a celebrant are virtually nil. Couples do not like this system.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

1) Register office weddings will still be available under these proposals. Some couples will want the statutory only ceremony.

2) This will lead to large cost savings for couples. Many couples will choose a private home or outdoor location for their wedding.

3) Without the need to travel to have a separate legal ceremony or have registrars attend a venue just to do the legal formalities, couples will experience
large cost savings.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

1) The current law is expensive for couples. Approved venues are expensive. The costs of venues are so high that it prevents couples going ahead with
marriages.

2) Two registrars attending a wedding at a weekend is costly, but many couples believe they have no other choice. Registrar availability is limited, and
dates need to be booked often years in advance to ensure a couple can have the time and date they require.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Discuss - 1) For venues to be able to host weddings without lengthy and complicated pre-approval processes is by far a preferred system for couples, for
all venues and for the wedding industry as a whole. The flexibility this will provided is exactly what is needed. It will make currently unavailable locations
freely available and open up choice for couples.

2) Registration officers should become more available to conduct weddings as there will only be one registrar required.

3) This will have a huge impact for couples and the wedding industry as a whole. In particular, independent celebrants work alongside couples in
professional, creative and flexible ways, by allowing freedom of location, couples will truly be able to have the wedding that they want to have, where they
want it, not that which is just what they can have under the current restrictions.

4) Undoubtedly the wedding industry, with venues alone thought to be worth currently £5 billion p.a. (upwards of 1/3 of the value of the £15 billion
wedding industry per annum) will grow rapidly in terms of number of venues hosting weddings if these proposals are implemented.

Consultation Question 88:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

1) Freeing up who can conduct marriages, the locations they can be held and establishing simpler preliminaries will greatly reduce the number of couples
travelling elsewhere to marry.

2)The attractiveness of England and Wales as a wedding destination under these proposals will escalate hugely. It will become easier to marry here and
have the type of wedding required in any location.
Many of the couples I conduct ceremonies for are UK citizens currently living and working overseas. They want to return to the UK to celebrate with a
"Backhome Wedding". Currently I advise them to carry out the legal aspects of their marriage in the country they are currently residing as, invariably, it is
the simplest and most cost effective solution. However, they are then left with the feeling that what they are doing with their friends and family in the UK
is tarnished to some extent as it is not "the real thing".

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

1) The Office of the Registrar General will incur administrative costs in setting up a system for authorising nominated officiants. However, fees charged
should more than cover this.

Local authorities will save by only using one registrar to conduct a marriage and this will be more cost effective. They will lose the approved venue fees
but will be able to charge for setting up the pre-authorised venues listing and have more opportunity to promote their wedding services in wider
locations.

2) All businesses in the wedding industry will benefit from these proposals as they give greater flexibility of venue and will attract more couples from
overseas to marry here. New businesses will also be encouraged to set up.

3) It is certainly the case that 'proper' non-religious belief organisations will benefit from these proposals as, if implemented, people with those views will
be able to have the ceremony they wish.

4) Independent celebrants are a growing market sector of mainly self-employed small businesses. Conservatively estimated turnover on weddings of £46
million pa (3700 celebrants conducting 25 ceremonies p.a. @ £500 per ceremony. Figures provided by The Wedding Celebrancy Commission). This will
increase if these proposals are accepted. Celebrants who become authorised officiants will grow their businesses. Demand already exists from couples
for celebrant-led ceremonies, reflecting how many there are now practicing. The volume of ceremonies conducted by celebrants will increase, again
conservatively estimated as 40% in the first full year. This will improve the financial situation of hundreds of small businesses in England and Wales.

5) Couples undoubtedly benefit financially more than anyone if these proposals are implemented as couples would then be able to have the wedding
they want with the person they want leading it and for a cost THEY determine.

They will save money by not having to use approved venues, many will use private homes and outside locations and the cost saving will be huge for them
in just location costs. They will not have to pay for two registrars to attend their ceremony or have two ceremonies at different locations. They will benefit
hugely!



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUY3-Y

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-04 10:49:12

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

N/A

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

N/A

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:



N/A

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Our wedding was originally planned for August 2020, this has had to be postponed until May 2021

Due to the sheer volume of wedding postponements and too many weddings happening in the same year, we are now unable to have a legally
recognised ceremony at our wedding venue on the date of our wedding party - we have to use a celebrant at our wedding venue, and won't be legally
married until a few days later when we go to the registry office, which has taken the shine off an already disappointing wedding build up due to covid

We have also had to pay additional fees in order to have a celebrant at our venue, and a registry office wedding

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

three days;

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Agreed

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Agreed

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I think this should be valid for 24 months - we have now had to give our notice twice in person due to Covid

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Please share your views below:

Yes - there should be freedom for reasonable excuses why another officiant needs to be used

Consultation Question 13:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

N/A

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

N/A

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

N/A

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Agree

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Agree

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I believe that all registered/licensed humanist celebrants should automatically be authorised and included, or very quickly be authorised and included
following training/checks

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

outdoors,, on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

There should be a list of pre-approved venues - this should be added to as soon as any location is approved by someone (other than private residences)
i.e. any public place which is approved once, should be added to the list as pre-approved going forward (subject to still remaining safe/dignified)

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

N/A

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Any type of vessel which can safely hold the couple, officiant and required number of witnesses

Consultation Question 71:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

No

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(2) there should be no fee.

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

N/A

Consultation Question 86:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

N/A

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

N/A

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

N/A

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

N/A

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

N/A

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

N/A

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

N/A

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

N/A

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

N/A

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

N/A

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

N/A





I attended a socially distanced family wedding with 14 guests. Although the couple would have liked to celebrate with their friends, the day was
none-the-less deeply meaningful and joyful occasion.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I think the requirement to make an appearance in person may help protect against forced marriages.

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

In person interviews must always give better protection against sham or forced marriages. It's not too much to ask a couple to appear in person for such
a significant event.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This would make the notice more widely available.

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes, I think they should have these powers and responsibilities.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I agree. However, this proposal does not go far enough. This requirement only relates to their own conduct, and does not cover responsibility for the
conduct of others or the nature of the ceremony itself. Officiants should also be responsible for ensuring that the content and tone of the legal ceremony
upholds the dignity and solemnity of marriage. There needs to be a definition of what is meant by dignity and solemnity in this context.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is not just a personal matter. It is a union understood by the law and by society. Allowing a couple to self-define marriage by completely
personalising the wording of the ceremony is therefor inappropriate.
Marriage is important, not just for the couple, but for society as a whole, and giving verbal expression underlines the importance of marriage as a legal
contract, and for the wider community and society as a whole. It is not too much to ask for a couple to include some standard legal phrases in their
ceremony.
Public declarations have always been foundational to the marriage ceremony. The couple should be require to give oral consent to be married and also to
declare orally that there is no impediment to the marriage. Expressing these standard legal requirements verbally underlines the legal basis for the
marriage at the point where the contract is made.
The couple should be present for the ceremony. It should not be possible to get married without being present. It is inappropriate to be able to get
married by simply signing the marriage schedule.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

At the core of the marriage ceremony, there should be a recognised legal format which does not vary. Couples can add their own personal declarations in
addition to this. Marriage is a serious and solemn occasion. Allowing couples free scope to design their wedding entirely as they wish undermines the
seriousness of the commitment they are making, and the importance of marriage to the wider society.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Prayer, Bible reading

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is not just a private ceremony of concern to the couple and their guests. It is a public ceremony, of interest to wider society, and access should
be maintained. The requirement for open doors was introduced centuries ago to protect against forced marriage. This is still a problem today.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is important that marriage is properly honoured, and that the solemn nature of the ceremony is reflected in the venue. Enabling marriages to take
place anywhere the couple chooses could open up options which trivialise marriage - for example, being married 'in the air'.
Unofficial wedding ceremonies have taken place underwater and at a Comic Book convention with a couple dressed as comic book heroes and it would
be completely incompatible with the dignity of marriage for venues like these to host legal weddings.

Please share your views below:

Weddings should be permitted in private homes only by special licence for specific reasons e.g. illness.
Weddings should not be allowed in the air.

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

While it's good that the officiant is responsible for upholding the solemnity and dignity of the marriage ceremony, as far as they are able, this places the
entire responsibility for deciding whether the chosen venue is appropriate on the officiant. In reality officiants are only human, and I think it is unlikely
that they will turn down almost any venue the couple suggests, no matter how inappropriate, and even if it trivialises marriage.

Consultation Question 52:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This places the responsibility for deciding whether the chosen venue is safe and dignified on the officiant. I think it is unlikely that they will turn down any
venue the couple suggests, no matter how inappropriate, even if it trivialises marriage. What is meant by 'safe' and 'dignified' has not been defined, and
there is no clarity on how it will be decided whether a venue meets these criteria.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The guidelines need to give stringent guidance about what constitutes safe and dignified.

Consultation Question 53:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The parents should be able to be identified as “mother” or “father”, not as 'parent'.

Consultation Question 55:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

As a legal ceremony, I think it should still be signed and witnessed. This underlies the legal significance of the marriage contract.

Consultation Question 58:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding



Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

N/A

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:



An issue that has arisen a couple of times during the pandemic is the lack of assistance that could be offered to couples where one party was seriously ill
but did not meet the requirements for a Registrar’s General Licence and therefore a wedding could not go ahead during lockdown. In one case, the party
died before the end of lockdown and the couple were never able to get married. A similar case occurred during the second lockdown but thankfully the
wedding has been able to go ahead.

A middle ground to assist such couples would have proven useful in such circumstances and without knowing when lockdown would end and weddings
resume.

Another issue that has caused some difficulties was the inability to extend the validity Superintendent Registrar’s certificates beyond 12 months where a
wedding was unable to go ahead as a direct result of lockdown. Couples have had to give notice again and a local decision made to waive the fee in such
circumstances but this would have been better if a national extension of certificates by 6 or 12 months had been included within the emergency
legislation.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This would make the process more efficient.

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

A minimum period of no less than seven days should be implemented in order to address any omissions in information and provide couples with the
time to locate or request copy documents, etc. However, if couples are able to choose an in-person interview only without the pre-online/post option,
there will need to be a longer timeframe to ensure all documents are seen and the schedule issued otherwise an increased number of ceremonies could
be delayed.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Given the importance currently placed upon the in-person interviews in relation to sham or forced marriages, remote interviews should only take place
by exception and under specific circumstances e.g. if one of the parties is serving in the military overseas. It would not be possible to ensure that a party
was alone during an interview and not being coerced into answering the questions ‘correctly’.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

The continuation of these provisions is supported.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Online public display is supported.

However, clear criteria relating to what would constitute a “risk of harm” are required to ensure that this is applied consistently and cannot be abused.
The proposal that this be “simple to access and straightforward to apply” is key. A similar approach to that for the registration of ‘anonymous voters’ in
electoral registration could be considered.

Consultation Question 10:

Other

Please expand on your answer:



The schedule should be valid for a minimum of 12 months from the date of issue. On average, couples book other services 2/3 years in advance, so they
could also give notice further in advance. Assuming that there will be the option to update information on the schedule, this should not cause any major
issues.

Consultation Question 11:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

(1) The inclusion of the name of the officiant instead of the location provides a level of authority for the wedding to go ahead. However, there would need
to be clarity as to whether this must be a named individual or, in the case of a registration service, the identification of a “(Deputy) Superintendent
Registrar for the district of ….”. It is unlikely that registration services would have rostered for ceremonies up to a year in advance and be in a position to
provide the name of an individual who would be the officiant.

(2) The issue of an amended schedule with a substitute officiant could add an additional administrative burden upon the registration service, particularly
if this was required at very short notice.

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Unfortunately such occasions do arise and this would potentially enable a wedding to go ahead as planned. However, there would need to be clarity as to
who could constitute a “substitute officiant” in such circumstances i.e. it must be an individual who is a nominated officiant.

Please share your views below:

However, the problem in defining when a substitute officiant can act is that there will inevitably be other circumstances which will not be covered by the
definition.

Consultation Question 13:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Yes, as this will reduce duplication.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes, absolutely. There should be parity in the requirements for preliminaries for all weddings. An Anglican wedding should not be seen as an ‘easier’
option to any other wedding which would require preliminaries to be undertaken by the registration service. It is imperative that clergy meet with each of
the couple separately as a safeguard against predatory or forced marriages and to ensure that there are no impediments to the marriage at an early
stage in the process.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes, absolutely. There should be parity in the requirements for preliminaries for all weddings. It is imperative that clergy meet with each of the couple
separately as a safeguard against predatory or forced marriages and to ensure that there are no impediments to the marriage at an early stage in the
process.

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:



All weddings should be preceded by universal civil preliminaries for the reasons set out in paragraphs 4.166 – 4.168 of the consultation paper. This will
ensure parity in the preliminaries required for all weddings and provide a single, understandable system for couples to navigate.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, absolutely. This is fundamental to ensuring that weddings are conducted in accordance with the law.

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, for the reasons set out in paragraph 5.58 of the consultation paper.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This will become more appropriate with the implementation of the schedule system and appears to work well in Scotland. However, it could increase the
risk associated with lone working which would be a key consideration for both employers and employees.

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, absolutely. Nomination by the governing authority of an organisation will safeguard both those organisations and the officiants themselves. This
approach will also ensure equality of treatment of all religious organisations and non-religious belief organisations.

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This definition is very clear.

Please share your views below:

Yes, there should be such a list to ensure that such organisations cannot be ‘established’ in order that an individual can be nominated or authorised as an
officiant and circumvent the requirements placed upon nominating organisations and independent officiants.

An example of organisations that should be listed are political parties.

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Yes but this would need to be tightly defined, as set out in paragraph 5.102 of the consultation paper.



Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Nomination should be named individuals and not office holders. There can be a lack of clarity about who holds an office and difficulties in identifying
these, as set out in paragraph 5.111 of the consultation paper.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

A public list of all nominated officiants is fundamental, particularly if the officiant is to be named in the preliminaries and on the schedule. Such a list
needs to be easily accessible and searchable to enable verification of a person’s authority to act as an officiant.

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There needs to be considerably more structure placed around the authorisation and their inclusion on the public list in terms of training requirements,
compliance and quality assurance and ongoing training and development as changes in the law occur.

If it is merely an application to the General Register Office, strict requirements need to be applied to such applicants, as set out in paragraph 5.165.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes but it should also be a requirement that their process for ensuing that a person is “fit and proper” is published.

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, absolutely. Point (3) about mandatory training and continuing professional development in the legal aspects of being an authorized officiant is key
and the requirements of this must be clearly defined.

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But how will this be monitored and enforced?

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Conflict of interest needs to be clearly defined.

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Any officiant should only be authorised in one capacity i.e. independent, non-religious belief organisation, religious belief organisation, registration
official.

Consultation Question 35:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

This is fundamental.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This must be clear, definitive, accessible, and any updates issued in a timely manner to all officiants on the public list. However, if officiants have to
uphold the dignity and solemnity of marriage there is the question as to why they need further guidance/restrictions on how the ceremony should be
conducted?

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The way in which this is undertaken needs to be clear and transparent. There is a definite need for one overarching organisation to have the
responsibility for monitoring independent officiants.

Consultation Question 40:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It would be better to have a regular renewal process in place in the same way as the current licensing regime for approved premises to include checks on
the completion of mandatory training. A time limit of five years on the authorisation seems reasonable.

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is vital to ensure that independent officiants engage and comply with continuing professional development.

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This will provide for couples to have the ceremony that is meaningful to them. However, this should stop short of including prayers and overlapping with
religious services, in a similar way to the example in Jersey set out in paragraph 6.102.

Please share your views below:

Popular readings from the Bible such as 1 Corinthians 13 which is often associated with weddings do not necessarily mention God or the Christian faith
but is currently precluded as ‘religious content’. Similar extracts from other religious texts. The current avoidance of songs which originally had religious
connotations but are no longer identified specifically as religious content – such as ‘Ave Maria’ or ‘Jerusalem’ – are also currently precluded.

Consultation Question 46:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The current requirement to ensure that there is no overlap is very artificial and does not provide couples with the ideal ceremony flow.

Consultation Question 47:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

outdoors,, on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

No venues should be precluded from the ability to hold weddings but there should not be a presumption that officiants will agree to any venue without
due consideration and assessment. There should also not be any obligation placed on officiants to agree to all venues; this should be personal choice.

Consultation Question 49:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This will provide couples with more choice and the ability to hold their wedding in a place that is meaningful to them.

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There should be a clear differentiation between civil, religious and non-religious belief venues.

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Advice and guidance about undertaking risk assessments should be made available to all officiants.

Consultation Question 52:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Clear, unambiguous, easy to understand guidance is a necessity.

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

A pre-approval process for locations that frequently host weddings would ensure efficiency and reduction in duplication of effort. It would make no sense
for the suitability of a venue to have to be considered for every wedding. If this is introduced, there should be a requirement for regular review.

Please share your views below:

It makes sense for local authorities to maintain lists of locations that have already been assessed as suitable for civil weddings. However, these should
only be maintained for use by the local authority’s registration officers. The maintenance of lists that could be used by any officiant places a responsibility
upon the local authority which would not be shared by religious (and non-religious belief organisations) or independent celebrants. The question of
liability as to who is ultimately responsible for ensuring that venue or location is safe or dignified would then arise.

Individual organisations or independent officiants may also have their own threshold for safety and dignity and should therefore hold their own lists of
pre-approved locations.

Additionally, should this responsibility fall to the local authority, there is likely to be a charge for this service. This will add to the venue’s costs, however, if
they do not apply for pre-approval the officiant will bear the cost.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

(1) Yes
(2) No – the need for witnesses to a couple giving their consent to marry remains important.
(3) Yes.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

The ‘terminal illness’ requirement does not cover when a person may die from an accident or injury e.g. clinical error leading to probable death but doctor
not willing to sign to say that patient is likely to die as their aim is to save the patient.

Consultation Question 63:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

In general, yes but in some cases the party with a terminal illness is not well enough to be able to give notice because the ‘terminal illness’ test has been
met at a late stage in their illness. So there needs to be some discretion as to whether there is a necessity for both parties to give notice. The notice
should also be able to be taken elsewhere than in a registration office so that notice and interview can be undertaken concurrently at a private property
or hospital/hospice when there is an urgency to complete the whole process.

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, definitely. However, there needs to be an option for this to be issued manually in the case of terminal illness weddings. It is often the case that notice
must be taken at a private address in order to progress the marriage as a matter of urgency and therefore it is unlikely that there will be the facility to
print.

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

However guidance would be required in respect of individuals who are no longer detained during that period but are yet to marry.

Consultation Question 67:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

‘At risk of death’ would need to be tightly defined and could be too subjective. The broadening of the definition of terminally ill (paragraph 11.78) is more
appropriate.

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

This is supported.

Consultation Question 71:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

n/a

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This needs to reflect cost-recovery in terms of travel time and costs to ensure that local authorities are not required to subsidise this.



Consultation Question 76:

(1) the same fee as other cases in which the registration officer must travel to the person giving notice, set nationally on a cost-recovery basis; or

Please expand on your answer:

This needs to be fully cost-recovery.

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But should be kept under regular review to ensure that it is sufficient to be cost-recovery and that local authorities are not required to subsidise this. The
current prescribed fee in no way covers the local authority’s costs and is there subsidised. In some districts this has led to the number of opportunities for
couples to have a ‘statutory wedding’ in a register office to be limited.

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

However, will this also apply to other officiants? If not, this does not make the fee structure equitable.

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There will also be considerable differences in the cost between ceremonies held in rural areas, which will require more travelling time, than in urban
areas. This could negatively impact upon rural areas as locations of choice for couples. There is also considerable variation in the payscales for
registration officers across the country and a standardised hourly rate would not necessarily represent cost-recovery in all areas.

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This would ensure consistency.

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

However, why not set fee at full cost recovery with local authorities having discretion to lower/waive fee in hardship cases?

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

In the case of applications made by anyone not nominated by a religious or non-religious belief organisation, this should not merely be ‘nominal’ so as to
prevent frivolous or speculative applications.



Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

No comment.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

(1) As stated in paragraph 13.26, the current statutory fee is below cost-recovery level and therefore it is not financially viable for registration services to
make slots for weddings viable, particularly at weekends. However, availability is also impacted by the fact that the wedding takes place in the register
office itself, which also needs to be used for all other registration functions in many districts. This cannot be made available for weddings at all times
because it would then not be possible to conduct birth or death registration or marriage / civil partnership preliminaries appointments. The statutory fee
needs to be reviewed in order to represent cost-recovery levels and this is unlikely to result in any reduction in costs for such weddings despite the
proposal to require only one registration officer to be present.

(2) The focus appears to be solely on the cost of attendance of the registrar and superintendent registrar at a wedding on approved premises. Local
registration services’ fees also recover the costs involved in administering the booking process, postage, preparation of scripts, etc. Whilst the proposals
would result in savings in relation to attendance costs and pre-approval processes, the requirement for all of the other costs to be covered would
continue unless local authorities were expected to subsidise weddings. The savings to couples of being able to hold their wedding in any location that is
meaningful to them, such as a private home, which would not incur a hire charge and provide broader choices is welcomed.

(3) The removal of the necessity of a separate, legally recognised wedding will inevitably represent savings to couples as they will need to engage only one
officiant.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

(1) Smaller venues or those at the beginning of their journey as wedding venues – or indeed, where the licence would be for a one-off wedding – can find
the licensing fee prohibitive and do not pursue licensing. However, the costs of complying with the Regulations should be minimal as these do not require
a great deal more than any venue for public use would need to have in place in terms of health and safety, insurance, accessibility, etc.

(2) This has not been a problem in our experience.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

The proposals will undoubtedly bring benefits to venues from the removal of the licensing fee, the increased choice of officiant for couples and the
possible and the potential increased availability of registration officers.

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Preliminaries – whilst the proposal to allow the first stage of preliminaries to be undertaken online or by post is welcomed and should be quicker to 
administer than the current face to face requirements, local authorities will be unable to reduce capacity; instead it will need to be focussed on the ‘back 
office’ to complete this. 
The proposal to introduce universal preliminaries may result in an increase in demand and income for the local authority registration service – but this 
will need to be resourced. 
 
Pre-approval of venues – there will be a loss of income associated with the current licensing regime. This is currently in the region of £48,000 per annum 
in Dorset. However, the requirement for venues to be approved by ‘the officiant’ will retain the need for capacity within the registration service to be put 
into this and relationship management with venues. The proposed publication and maintenance of a list of pre-approved venues by the local authority 
will also add an administrative burden which would not be placed upon other officiants. This will therefore not represent an economic benefit to local 
authorities. 
 
Weddings – the proposal that only one officiant will need to be present at a wedding is welcomed and will halve the direct staffing costs of attendance. 
This will also allow a greater number of weddings to be attended on the same day, increasing capacity. However, the ability to set fees that recover all of



the local authority’s costs in respect of weddings must be retained and should not be focused merely on ‘attendance’. There is a possibility that some
registration officers will wish not to operate as a lone worker for weddings. 
 
The proposed flexibility as to location is welcomed as the current regulations for civil weddings are restrictive and creative solutions have to be found to
enable ‘outdoors’ ceremonies and to provide couples with the wedding that they want. Similarly, the ability to introduce religious elements into civil
weddings (handfasting, religious songs, blessings) will remove those restrictions placed on local authorities in terms of content and will enable couples to
have the ceremony that they want. 
 
There will, inevitably, be increased competition in officiating weddings if the additional categories of officiant are enabled for legal weddings and there is
the possibility that the market will become saturated and result in further loss of income for local authorities. 
 
Whilst local authorities should not seek to make a profit, they need the ability to set fees in such a way as to be able to compete in a competitive market
on an equal footing with other officiants. Fee levels and structures must not result in local authorities subsidising weddings.

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No comment

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

The removal of the residency requirements prior to marriage preliminaries can only be a positive move to make it easier to get married in England and
Wales and encourage more couples to do so.

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No comment

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No comment

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

From a local authority perspective, transitional costs will be incurred in providing training to registration officers about the new rules governing
preliminaries, the conduct of weddings themselves, the assessment of venues, updating internal systems and publicity costs. There is also likely to be a
number of registration officers who will not be willing to work as a lone officiant or to conduct ceremonies at a much broader variety of venues, so there
will be costs to the local authority in respect of recruiting and training new staff.



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUY1-W

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-04 10:55:05

About you
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Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

 Celebrant
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Personal response
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Email:
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Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 5: Officiants



Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I think that Celebrants should also be able to conduct legal marriages as in other countries.

Consultation Question 21:

No

Please expand on your answer:

In Civil Partnership in England and Wales a schedule is taken out to the civil partnership by just one registrar.
The registration process is completed back in the office.
I think that only one officiant would be needed.

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Couples should be able to choose who officiated their wedding and plan where they wish to be married.
This should be open to all Celebrants and not just humanists.

Please share your views below:

Registration Services.
Wedding Celebrancy Commission.

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Weddings should be able to take place anywhere as long as safe to do so and permissions given.

Consultation Question 49:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Electronic registration can be similar to that of Civil Partnership but I believe both parents should be able to appear on a marriage registration not just the
father.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(2) there should be no fee.

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

 Celebrant

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Response on behalf of an organisation
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What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:
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the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
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N/A

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:



I am a celebrant, but was also due to get married in May 2020. This was obviously postponed and now we are in limbo waiting until March of this year to
make a decision as to whether to not to go ahead with a reduced May 2021 wedding.

Weddings have been forgotten to the point where it feels like a punishment. As both a celebrant and a 'Covid-bride' I feel as though the government have
shown a lack of basic respect for this industry, with no plan moving forward. Despite the fact that venues and vendors have repeatedly shown to be safe
and compliant, the limit remains at 15 while funerals can take place with 30 - which, in their current form are essentially the same ceremony.

As a celebrant, outdoor ceremonies could have been a viable way forward (even if not legally binding at this point), but we are left to get 3rd hand
information from Facebook groups as to how we can legally operate, and are still unable to perform in this way.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This provides an unnecessary restriction for couples, many of whom move away from their home town (for example) but who may wish to return to get
married. It seems an archaic rule, which doesn't recognise the changing landscape of marriage, as well as changing society, whereby younger people have
to move further away from their families in order to be able to afford a home.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This would make the process a lot more accessible and - I imagine - easier for registrars to manage.

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

Personally, I think once the interview has been conducted there should be no specified time constraint on when the couple can get married. The only
limitation should be registrar/celebrant availability, and perhaps once notice has been given the ceremony and interview can be booked at the same time
(meaning the bookings for each part are taken at the same time - not necessarily performed at the same time).

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

I think (given the current Covid situation) this is an important thing to be able to offer. No only would this make the process easier for couples, but it
would make the process more accessible for everyone. Additionally, should movement be restricted between 'tiers', or if the couple are in quarantine,
having remote interviews will remove an element of stress and uncertainty.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Yes absolutely! I can think of no reason why this shouldn't be possible.

Consultation Question 9:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

If it remains necessary to display notices of marriage then displaying them online seems to be a good solution. However, it may be that couples are more
resistant to this, and would like to keep their information out of the public view.

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Definitely, if the couple still have freedom of choice.

Please share your views below:

I think it should always be the couple's decision as to who officiates the ceremony, and should personal circumstances change on their part, or they
change their mind, they should be able to request or source another officiant without penalty.

Consultation Question 13:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I'm afraid I'm not familiar with this rule, so wouldn't like to comment.

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Often, couples are marrying in a church away from where they live, so to have the banns read only in the church where the wedding is taking place may
bypass their community. I wonder if having the banns read in the church where the wedding is due to take place, and an equivalent church in their home
town would join the process together?

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

I wonder if this would equalise the system somewhat, between civil and religious marriages. I think a concern could arise from allowing clergy to have
access to documentation, and think that this more administrative side of the marriage process should be delegated to someone in a senior administrative
role within the church (though of course I realise this is dependent on the size of the church and the staff available!) or through the centralised
parish/diocese offices.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Again, I think this would be a good equaliser between civil and religious marriage ceremonies.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

As my above answer outlines that anglican preliminaries should still stand, but I wonder if they become as in-depth as civil preliminaries that they should
sit with an administrative role within the church rather than the clergy themselves.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Yes! I think these are reasonable and achievable points for any officiant to manage.

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is what currently is in place and it is restrictive for couples and for a massive industry of humanist and independent celebrants.

If the legal aspects attached to officiants were applied to the individual, there is no reason that registration officers should be the only people able to
officiate weddings. They would still be needed to manage the preliminary process, but it would give couples freedom of choice which has been
unavailable to them.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I'm answering 'yes' with the caveat that 'registration officer' be replaced by any qualified officiant (eg, a celebrant). Only one officiant need be present
during a civil ceremony.

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes - as with celebrants, clergy should absolutely be given the title of officiant.

Consultation Question 23:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

While I think that the governing body in both instances should be responsible for providing a list or overview of the officiants available to perform
weddings, the choice should be down to the couple.

If the overview of available officiants is provided by the governing body, this would require really clear communication as to what the officiants do and the
values they hold, but this would also be restrictive to independent celebrants, who aren't attached to a governing body. In this instance, would it be
possible for independents to agree to a set of 'values' or 'code of conduct', so couples know what they are getting but the celebrants maintain their
individuality.

Consultation Question 24:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

While this works for organisations such as the Humanist Society, many independent celebrants (for example) hold religious beliefs but are not associated
with any particular church or religion.

I feel that to put officiants into two distinct categories of religious and non-religious values is restrictive and unnecessary, without consideration to the
variety of options.

Please share your views below:

This would depend on what organisations are able to provide officiants, and consequently how they are categorised.

It would be important to distinguish between Humanist and Independent officiants, and to ensure that those classed as independent are recognised for
their individual style, offers and values.

Consultation Question 25:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I agree only if the two options are either/or. As an independent celebrant, I am unable to meet in this fashion, but have a diploma and a commitment to
helping couples have an incredible ceremony and a strong marriage.



Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

This is hard - while I think individuals should have total freedom of choice, as an independent celebrant, my training covered identifying, flagging and
avoiding extreme behaviours. I think if the organisation is outright illegal then the organisation should be excluded, but does it become cloudy on the
grounds of morality? Are there specific guidelines and regulations drawn up to control this? And how legally binding are they? I think legality should be
the only barrier, and it would be down to the organisation to manage the ceremony as befits their own values.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Yes, but again it should be the choice of the couple.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This would be a good way of promoting accountability and legitimacy, and enabling equality of offer across the different officiant organisations.

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Absolutely - this would be fantastic.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes - as an independent celebrant these sound like reasonable and viable actions. One caveat would be that the Registrar General should work with
industry bodies such as Civil Ceremonies Ltd to determine the content of the legal requirements.

Consultation Question 32:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I don't think it's unreasonable for churches (for example) to make money from weddings - as they currently do. These ceremonies go a long way towards
their income and this should be considered in the wording of any restrictions.

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Absolutely. Independent officiants set their own fees based on what they do, offer and where they are in the country. They are responsible with the fees
and clear about what the couple are being charged for.

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is a reasonable expectation in line with the above requirement about conflicts of interest.



Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

All training should cover this.

Consultation Question 36:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This is dependent on the training that is required by all officiants. For example, churches have a specific way of managing their services, as do Quakers.
Guidance perhaps shouldn't be necessary, if independent training is agreed, and all religious/non-religious bodies are committed to their own
ceremonies.

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is great, and I think legitimises officiants as a proper role, with value.

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, the ceremony should be planned and led by the couple, and the format agreed beforehand.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This would be wonderful - and would give couples greater freedom of expression.

Please share your views below:

I don't think there should be anything expressly allowed at civil ceremonies, rather it should be generally permissable and the couple have freedom of
choice.

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Couples should be able to have a wedding 'blessing' in church after a civil ceremony, should they want one.

Consultation Question 47:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Particularly with the ongoing Covid situation, this rule is outdated and can cause stress to the couple. There is no need for this policy to exist.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

outdoors,, on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

If the ability to legally marry sits with the officiant rather than the location, there is no reason there should be any restrictions (aside from the usual health
and safety) to where the ceremony can take place.

Consultation Question 49:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As above, couples should have the right to marry anywhere, and this includes private homes and gardens.

Consultation Question 50:

Other

No

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The legal aspect of marriage should sit with the individual officiant, and they should decide if they are able to perform the ceremony in that location.

Consultation Question 52:

Other



Please expand on your answer:

How would 'dignified' be defined and classified? Surely this would be down to the officiant working with the couple of understand their reasons for
choosing that location?

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

If there is a set of criteria, then the venue should work through the process before submitting to the General Registrar, who holds the approved venues
alongside approved officiants.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Does the information of the parents need to be included?

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, as long as their is assistance for those who struggle with English.

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 60:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

N/A

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, but with a caveat to assess this on a case-by-case basis.

Consultation Question 64:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I'm not sure what this means.

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This should only be done if remote interviewing is not possible.

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, but I think this should be a basic ceremony with minimal choice, otherwise it could undermine the services of other officiants.

Consultation Question 78:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I don't think there should be a fee for this - it should be covered in the charges paid, or be paid by the venue in their own assessment.

Consultation Question 79:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

This should be a fee paid for by the venues.

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes - again to distinguish between the level of offer.

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This should be levelled - for example, if the approval processes is funded by a organisation, it should be higher than if it's an individual.

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

The proposals here are excellent, and show a forward thinking process that will encourage couples to be married, while having control and autonomy
over what's available to them. They will be able to think more creatively, and personalise their ceremony, meaning more people will be married on their
terms rather than those dictated to them.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

The costs involved with marriage are not standardised or clear. Often, there are hidden charges and costs for things that couples deem unnecessary or
not needed. Costs should be clear, consistent and relevant.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

N/A

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:
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Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

The restrictions placed on weddings during the COVID-19 pandemic has been a gross over reaching of the governments power. The authorities should
not have place restrictions around any religious ceremonies. It has no place to do so and this has been a terrible display of how the authorities have been
willing to remove our freedoms from us.



Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Interviews taking place remotely instead of in person is a dangerous step which would open many doors for forced marriages. Much better to interview in
person as this gives the man or woman a chance to disclose without fear of the other person if they are being forced into something they do not want.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Couples already have a lot of flexibility in the words that are said during their wedding ceremony. This is appropriate but the proposals made here are
heading in a dangerous direction. The idea of the authorities removing the very few prescribed words that are currently required in a wedding ceremony
would lead to an undermining of the seriousness of the life long commitment being made. As this commitment is life long it is perfectly acceptable that
some specific phrases have to be used to show that both parties are clear about the commitment being made and that both parties are able to give full
consent to this commitment.

It is also important to remember that marriage is not in any way separate from the law. Marriage is a union which is answerable to the law thus the
wedding ceremony should reflect this. The idea that a couple could personalised their marriage to such an extent that their marriage is self defined
makes a mockery of what marriage is intended to be.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As a wedding ceremony is a solemn occasion (though of course with much joy) it is fitting that a wedding should be conducted with in a ceremony that
reflects the seriousness of what is taking place. It would not be advisable to encourage weddings that focus more on the outlandish ways that a couple
display their commitment than the commitment itself. The miss understanding that the couples wedding day is all about them and nothing else is exactly
that, a miss understanding. A marriage involves more than just the couple but the law and society as a whole.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

This sounds to me as though religious freedoms would be removed in the area of wedding ceremonies. All current freedoms of religion should be upheld.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:



The requirement in place for a wedding to take place with open doors was put there hundreds of years ago to provide protection for individuals from
forced marriages. To remove this open doors requirement would be foolish and would be a welcome invitation to those who want to force marriages. As
conducting ceremonies behind closed doors plays into the hands of those who will force couples to marry. This especially puts young women at risk of
forced marriage. Something we know happens across many countries.

Allowing wedding ceremonies to happen behind closed doors also communicates the idea that marriage is a private matter and has no public
significance. This is entirely wrong and must be addressed.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As stated previously, a wedding is a solemn occasion and should not be taken lightly. If weddings are to be allowed in all sorts of places such a theme
parks and fast food restaurants, clubs and entertainment venues this would make a mockery of marriage itself. Sending the message that getting married
is really not that serious and is more of a party/ play thing than a serious commitment with legal ramifications.

on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

Again the proposed idea that a couple could be wedded as they sky dive or fly through the air projects the idea that the commitment to marriage is not a
thoughtful, serious action being taken but are rather light hearted and inconsequential.

I would also hasten to add that weddings in private homes or in places that are not open to the public/ difficult for members of the public to get to should
not be allowed as this goes against the open door policy that has been in place in this land for many years. It is a policy that has served to protect many
from forced marriages and also protects against the idea that a marriage can be kept secret.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Weddings conducted in private venues or in places that are not open to the public/ difficult for members of the public to get to should not be allowed as
this goes against the open door policy that has been in place in this land for many years. It is a policy that has served to protect many from forced
marriages and also protects against the idea that a marriage can be kept secret.

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If laws around where a wedding can take place are to be relaxed there should be defined guidlines around what is a diginified place for a wedding to take
place.

Consultation Question 52:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If laws around where a wedding can take place are to be relaxed there should be defined guidelines around what is a dignified place for a wedding to take
place. Boundaries will be pushed and wedding ceremonies seen as a light hearted, inconsequential event if no real thought is put into this at a legal level.

No

Please expand on your answer:



This is a serious matter and should be assessed at a higher level.

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
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Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Yes. This should be continued.

Consultation Question 9:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

The wedding couple should not be made to register their marriage at a separate location on a different day to their wedding day. The celebrant should be
able to register the couple during the ceremony. Celebrants get to know the couple before their ceremony and are far more likely to see if there is
anything wrong. The couple will also have a more personal relationship with the person who is performing their special ceremony.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The whole purpose of having a celebrant is their individuality. If they are not allowed to perform the wedding ceremony the way the couple want it why
would they choose a celebrant. I agree that the celebrant should act within the legal parameters but individualism should be allowed.

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

No



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

No fee.

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:



Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUY6-2

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-04 11:28:48

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Local Registration Service

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

I am a Registration Officer conducting and registering 250/300 weddings a year but the views expressed here are my personal view.

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:



Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Outdated requirement.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

Keep at 28 days

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

No. This would be open to abuse and make sham and forced marriage easier. Some degree of in-person interview should take place.

Complete documentation on line and then deliver ID documents in person to registration Office for checking and signing off of paperwork.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Notice should be available to any UK citizen and standardised. Like passport applications.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Access to the data should require the enquirer to provide some form of ID.

Consultation Question 10:

No

Please expand on your answer:

6 months and make extensions an easy process.

Consultation Question 11:

No

Please expand on your answer:

All marriages should have to have some form of legal civil ceremony when the couple would receive their legal marriage certificate. Any religious
ceremony can then be whatever the couple wish it to be.

Consultation Question 12:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See previous

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 13:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

All marriages should have a legal civil ceremony and notice procedure. Then couples can celebrate within their religion when, where they like.

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

All marriages should have a national notice giving process and civil ceremony.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

All notice giving to be done by registration service.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

As above

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

All marriages should require a notice giving process and legal civil ceremony.

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes but please get schedules introduced as quickly as possible.

Consultation Question 22:

No

Please expand on your answer:

All marriages should have standard national notice giving and civil ceremony element. Even if this is reduced to CP style signing.

Consultation Question 23:



Other

Please expand on your answer:

Religious ceremonies should be for celebration by the couple and the legal marriage should be by notice giving and civil ceremony/signing.

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Religious ceremonies should be for celebration by the couple and the legal marriage should be by notice giving and civil ceremony/signing.

Please share your views below:

Religious ceremonies should be for celebration by the couple and the legal marriage should be by notice giving and civil ceremony/signing.

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Religious ceremonies should be for celebration by the couple and the legal marriage should be by notice giving and civil ceremony/signing.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Religious ceremonies should be for celebration by the couple and the legal marriage should be by notice giving and civil ceremony/signing.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Religious ceremonies should be for celebration by the couple and the legal marriage should be by notice giving and civil ceremony/signing.

Consultation Question 28:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Religious ceremonies should be for celebration by the couple and the legal marriage should be by notice giving and civil ceremony/signing.

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Religious ceremonies should be for celebration by the couple and the legal marriage should be by notice giving and civil ceremony/signing.

Some independent celebrants will reduce marriage to a farce like in some States in America.

Consultation Question 30:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Religious ceremonies should be for celebration by the couple and the legal marriage should be by notice giving and civil ceremony/signing.

Consultation Question 31:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Any ceremony should be for celebration by the couple and the legal marriage should be by notice giving and civil ceremony/signing.

Consultation Question 32:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Fees should be set centrally

Consultation Question 34:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Religious ceremonies should be for celebration by the couple and the legal marriage should be by notice giving and civil ceremony/signing.

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Some independent officiants will take great liberties with what is dignified.

Consultation Question 36:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Religious ceremonies should be for celebration by the couple and the legal marriage should be by notice giving and civil ceremony/signing. They can do
as they please a a private function if that’s what they wish to do.

Consultation Question 37:

No

Please expand on your answer:

GRO and Superintendent Registrar should have final say to prevent bias.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Religious ceremonies should be for celebration by the couple and the legal marriage should be by notice giving and civil ceremony/signing.

Consultation Question 43:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Religious ceremonies should be for celebration by the couple and the legal marriage should be by notice giving and civil ceremony/signing.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Religious ceremonies should be for celebration by the couple and the legal marriage should be by notice giving and civil ceremony/signing.

Consultation Question 45:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No keep it all civil. If couple want religion they know where to find it.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Religious ceremonies should be for celebration by the couple and the legal marriage should be by notice giving and civil ceremony/signing.

Consultation Question 47:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Notice giving is enough chance for objections.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

There has to be some control to stop idiots taking liberties.

in the air, and/or

Please share your views below:

The venue should be acceptable to Superintendent Registrar.

Consultation Question 49:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Yes



Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Religious ceremonies should be for celebration by the couple and the legal marriage should be by notice giving and civil ceremony/signing.

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Religious ceremonies should be for celebration by the couple and the legal marriage should be by notice giving and civil ceremony/signing.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Superintendent Registrar

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

English and Welsh

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Witnesses should be required and MUST be identifiable at a later date.



Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

The process should continue as now.

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Time limit as now

Consultation Question 66:

No

Please expand on your answer:

28 days

Consultation Question 67:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes to 1. Anything remote would be silly and open to abuse.



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

No do civil ceremony then do whatever you want to celebrate on a cruise.

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

And set a minimum fee of two hours

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

If people want to get married they get married - simple as that. Ceremonies can be lavish occasions or simple office based legal s only. Just chop out the
outdated Marriage Laws, streamline the Notice procedure, get schedules introduced. But please don’t turn marriages into some circus of undignified
anything goes nonsense.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No. 5 wins all the time. Offer CP style marriages (signing only). Reg offices are available and affordable. Slacken restrictions on when and where.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

The local registration services should be regionalised to cut costs but should retain full control of Notice taking, legal ceremonies, licensing venues and
locations other than venues.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUYZ-6

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-04 11:43:16

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Private individual, member of various organisations but not official representative of any.

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

N/A

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Legally married

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Consultation Question 2:



Please share your views below:

Nil

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Nil

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No view

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Appropriate time to consider anything raised by the interview

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

In-person interviews are to be preferred if they limit the possibility of inappropriate marriages as per your examples.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

The dignity and solemnity of the marriage vows should in every way possible be upheld by the phrasing and application of the regulations

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Provided that such officials are constrained by regulation concerning the conduct of ceremonies.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is most important but also that the content of the ceremony upholds the dignity and solemnity of marriage. One is of little effect without the other. A
clear definition of this responsibility would be helpful so that vague interpretations are clearly excluded.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But not to diminish the right of intervention if the organisation is clearly not monitoring appropriately or deliberately flouting their responsibilities.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is too loose. This could be read to mean that one of the individuals being married was not even present at the ceremony but just signed a document
later which would of course be quite unacceptable. Including prescribed words helps to secure the dignity and solemnity of marriage and as such is an
important part of the marriage ceremony.
The wording must include an expression that one is freely giving himself/herself to the other. Promises made are entered into before others, as marriage
is not a private issue but is rooted in society and is a significant element of how society is structured.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There is plenty of flexibility in the style of marriage already so to open the door to wild and whacky alternatives is not helpful here. At the heart of
marriage is an understanding of what marriage is, its importance to our society and the significance of the vows being made. To trivialise that central core
is to miss the point.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No



Please expand on your answer:

Far too vague and liable to restrict religious freedom.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This again misses the impact of the marriage ceremony upon society generally; it is not just a private matter. In a time when forced marriages are still
being carried out, public access can afford some measure of protection.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The test is how appropriate is the venue to the marriage ceremony. Clear definition of such requirements would be necessary to avoid venues that would
be inappropriate being used, where marriage is trivialised.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is incongruous to make ceremonies public events whilst allowing venues that are not publicly accessible!

Consultation Question 50:

Other

Other

Other

Please expand on your answer:

It is important that owners of property dedicated to pursuit of their beliefs do not feel compelled by the law to make their places available to those who
believe otherwise.

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But only within clearly prescribed guidelines

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Only within clearly prescribed guidelines

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Although the guidelines should be drawn up with care and clarity and adequate input from interested parties

Consultation Question 53:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

The absence of witnesses is unacceptable

Consultation Question 58:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUY5-1

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-04 11:50:47

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Views are my own

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Registry office as we required legal protection but in secret - the ceremony we will ‘count’ is the celebrant led one booked for August

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

As above would have preferred just to have a celebrant led wedding but needed the legal protection for pensions

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Unable to have the same degree of personalisation at the Register Office (or with a Registrar)



Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Because Register Offices not run as businesses they had no early information to share and would not be drawn into ‘educated guesses’
Original date 20/4 then 12/5 then 1/6 then 16/6 then 7/7 - all dates picked based on when we expected the next government update to be
Offices did call on the day each time to confirm it wouldn’t be happening but we had already worked that out for ourselves by then
Must have been doubly difficult for couples who were having a Registrar at an external venue

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

In pretty places this could become like the second homes débâclé with local residents finding it impossible to marry locally

Consultation Question 5:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not sure I can see the point of this if you have to attend in person later anyway. However, not against it

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

To avoid people jetting in just for their perfect wedding spot and then disappearing again whilst taking up places that locals may have wanted (who would
contribute to the local economy)

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

If coercion is suspected you will alert the wrongdoer if they know it could have been done remotely but you are insisting on in person. This could
potentially make things even worse for the other party

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 9:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

As before, if it’s one way « unless we are concerned about X » a party to whom you don’t apply the online option will be alerted to your concerns

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Feels like it adds another layer of potential stress for organisers. Why does it matter who is officiating as long as they are legally able to do so?

Consultation Question 12:



Other

Please expand on your answer:

Then what is the point of naming the officiant in the first place?

Please share your views below:

Yes - if you give notice 12 months ahead there could be any number of reasons why the first officiant cannot act eg pregnancy

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

What a mixed bag... no mention of Wales yet including the part of Ireland which is not in the UK

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Dated

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

No opinion

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes and yes - like with a RO marriage

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

The alternative means less appointments available for those who aren’t having an Anglican wedding

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Sounds like a solution to a non-existent problem?...

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This suggests that humanists are ok but if you can’t claim some kind of belief you have to have a Registrar

Please share your views below:

Yes. Recognised professional providers of celebrants who are not affiliated to a particular belief system

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

You are making this all about « belief systems » again. In 2021, couples should not have to align themselves to a belief system just to have the type of
wedding they want

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Since I don’t believe in limiting this to belief then there’s not much point me answering this! But I think by name provides better rigour and allows for
those who ‘go rogue’ to have permission rescinded

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

And the same for those celebrants not from a belief organisation!

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Sad to get to Q29 before this comes up as an option

Consultation Question 30:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

There’s not exactly a great track record on this is there?!

Consultation Question 31:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Anyone who cares about giving couples their best day should not be phased by these requirements as long as costs are not prohibitive

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Strange mix of content in this question!

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Nail your colours to one mast!

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As long as the GRO reflects all of the many reasons couples have been choosing celebrants within that guidance! Otherwise you don’t have an alternative
service to offer/lose your USP

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But monitoring should not mean they can rock up at someone’s wedding to do an observation!

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

As long as the CPD is not onerous or overly expensive and is in line with that required by Registrars today

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

The list needs to be short and simple as if a couple want many complex inclusions then they really should be having a religious ceremony. It’s unlikely to
feel authentic if too much is delivered by someone not of their faith in any case

Consultation Question 46:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The religion will either recognise the union or not and if they do they can hold the full ceremony

Consultation Question 47:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It would be quite wrong for Covid to impose restrictions which then become meaningless due to this access point

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

See 48

on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

I think there still needs to be some degree of control over this to recognise this is a legal procedure

Consultation Question 49:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

With support from published parameters which will help to explain their decision

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I might come up with a different label to « dignified »
Guidance and training to be provided

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This makes practical sense although would then make it very difficult to an officiant to reject!

Please share your views below:

Could either be via the RO or a minimum number of officiants to view independently and come to a conclusion together?
Need to consider annual checks too

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I assume this is to enable identification as, with the exception of very young marriages, the concept of parental approval is dated

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Subject to having proper involvement in the method chosen rather than being led purely by the IT department!

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I’m concerned about 4 - we must do everything we can to remove barriers for same sex couples

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not convinced - 2 and 3 are there for a reason so are either required by all or none

Consultation Question 58:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

As before, 1 (b) ii is concerning

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Sound mind and lack of coercion are potential hurdles here so guidance must be very clear

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

For the reasons mentioned in the last question

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Simplify

Consultation Question 65:

Other

Please expand on your answer:



I guess this represents equal treatment but if the marriage is to take place under any form of special dispensation (eg under Tier 4 Covid rules when
nobody else can marry) then 12 months seems quite long. If the special licence is also going then maybe there needs to be something else in these
circumstances to make it feel a little more reflective of the issues?

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I understand completely why this is here but do feel that there may be some who could be disadvantaged by being able to do absolutely everything
remotely - coercion etc
I’m not sure how we reconcile that but it needs to be thought about before all 4 of these seemingly sensible changes are made. Point 1 is fine, but the
problem May come within a combination of 2 and 3?...
And these measures must only be used for the relevant period and not become the norm

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Confused now - last question said should apply to all couples (so in an example where Covid is the « emergency »). Are you suggesting there might be
another type of « emergency » which doesn’t apply to all couples such as « deployment to a war zone »? If that is what you are saying then Yes

Consultation Question 68:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not sure although if there are enough elements to ensure the location is « dignified » then I guess it’s no different to a beach or a woodland

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

More likelihood of ensuring suitability than ‘any old boat’..

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Unsure - see previous answers. Agreeing safe and dignified gets a little more challenging here

Consultation Question 71:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Everyone else has to give a location

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Including CPD

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Difficult to say in the current climate but i can imagine « on a cruise » could be popular.

Consultation Question 74:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Just come up with a longer time limit rather than leave it open ended

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(1) the same fee as other cases in which the registration officer must travel to the person giving notice, set nationally on a cost-recovery basis; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

To include time

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

To include time

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Although provision to increase if the venue is not local

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

I’m not sure it’s about numbers, it’s more about choices

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Number 5 is a pain but organised correctly should not be cost prohibitive given what many couples spend on their weddings! Feels a little strange that
Registrars cost more on popular days as presumably they don’t earn a different salary on different days of the week?...

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I’m giving choice and simplifying bureaucracy we should still make it ‘an important occasion’ and not dumb it down too much. For example I’m not sure
I’m a huge fan of including private homes - put people in a very difficult position if you need to tell mummy and daddy their beloved home isn’t a safe
place for their darling little girl to marry!

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

No experience

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

I feel very strongly that if you add « non religious belief organisations » then you have to include independent officiants. To do otherwise is to ignore the
reality of what has been happening in the wedding industry for many years now

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Local Authorities might need to look at their pricing structure in response to both these changes and also a world with pandemics..
For example, if a room will normally take 40 guests but current restrictions mean they have decided to have 8, they could reduce the hire price
accordingly

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

As I’ve mentioned elsewhere, I think we need to be careful about local people still having access to local venues.



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

There will be an increased demand in beauty spots. We need to think about the impact on locals and also ensuring that everyone continues to have
access to these places. I can imagine lots of upset people if a wedding party think they have « bought the beach for the day », maybe start erecting
barriers etc etc!!!

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No experience

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No experience

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

People will inevitably increase their costs to cover any additional outlay such as registration or CPD
As long as these costs are reasonable the difference could easily be cancelled out by the need to have 1 ceremony rather than 2
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Please expand on your answer:
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Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:
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Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Both in dress code and manner befitting a very significant legal step to be taken by the couple

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Essential that clear consent be evidenced verbally and openly to prevent forcing of a marriage
Simple updating of ‘prescribed words’ to modern usage and thus retain that degree of
dignity/solemnity is all that is needed.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There should be a retention and recognition of national societal interest/investment in
clear lifetime commitment in civil marriage ceremonies for long-term benefit in family life.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Public access in order to prevent coercion into marriage must be maintained

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered



Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

That a balance of gravitas and pleasantness must promoted by the location as must common safety

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I'm in a marriage recognised by law

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

N/A

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:



Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

I think it should continue to be possible so that we do not errect further barriers to those who wish to marry.

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I can see no advantage in this restriction.

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:

They should continue to be recognised as valid legal preliminaries; as should the wedding itself, with no need for a separate civil ceremony.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Many churches rely on civil registrars to register weddings, as they do not have their own
authorised person.

Many of the churches, who are able to conduct weddings at the moment will not be able to under the proposals unless they appoint an authorised
person. This is detrimental to these church's service to their community.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:



Please share your views below:

This would be a bad law if adopted. While it sounds reasonable, “contrary to public policy or morality” is too subjective an assessment. It would risk those
with unpopular but entirely legal views being excluded from nominating officiants. There is a danger
that it could become a mechanism for penalising moral views that contradict prevailing opinion, which changes over time. Popular culture is increasingly
at odds with faithful biblical teaching on marriage, sexual ethics and identity.

Any law which excludes people needs to be based on objective criteria. These could include things such as promoting or supporting illegal activity, such as
acts of terrorism etc.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Currently, wedding officiants are either highly trained registrars or religious representatives who are likely to have strongly-held beliefs on marriage.
Allowing independent officiants would open the door to those who may not place such a high value
on marriage.

Independant celebrants can currently conduct weddings that are not legally bindings. Some of these have been in inappropriate settings with wildly
inappropriate dress which undermines the dignity of marriage. This would become a possibility for legally recognised weddings if independent officiants
were allowed.

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The prescribed words form a foundation for the declarations that are required for a marriage. Without them the wedding ceremony can be as
meaningless as a couple or officiant chooses, and legal marriage can become nothing more than a certificate from the Government.

Marriage is founded on solemn promises made between two parties. Under these proposals it would be possible to have a legally recognised wedding in
which no words were said between the couple, let alone promises of any kind.

The commitment made in marriage must be taken very seriously, and without the prescribed words it is much easier to treat the ceremony casually.

Allowing wholly personalised wedding ceremonies without any legally-required words would make it impossible to have any one valid definition of
marriage and would significantly undermine it as an institution.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is far more important that a legal wedding ceremony reflects the seriousness of the
commitment the parties are making than that it is personalised to the couple.

Non-legally binding ceremonies can already be as personalised as people want. We don't want to see the dignity of legal marriage undermined by
attempts to 'ape' these, sometimes inappropriate and in very poor taste ceremonies. A requirement for officiants to ensure that the ceremony does not
undermine the dignity and solemnity of marriage is too subjective. It will not prevent couples finding an officiant to agree to even the most outlandish
wishes.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The ‘open doors’ requirement is a valuable part of wedding day celebrations, making it clear that marriage is not a private affair, but rather is important to
society as a whole.

Ensuring that weddings are open to any member of the public, rather than just those invited, is a way of protecting against forced marriage and bigamy,
for example.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

While there are clear advantages to changing this there is also a danger that removing restrictions can open the door to inappropriate venues being used.

Although the consultation states that venues would need tobe ‘dignified’ and ‘safe’, it lacks precision on what this means or how it will be tested. Venues
must not detract from the solemn occasion of the wedding.

The Law Commission has made it clear it sees no objection to weddings “in the air”, suggesting that the terms ‘dignified’ and ‘safe’ could be interpreted
very broadly. If some examples of unofficial weddings venues are considered as acceptable(e.g. in a sadomasochism dungeon) they would mock the idea
of the dignity and solemnity of marriage.

Please share your views below:

I have previously expressed a preference to retain public access to weddings. It is difficult to see how many of these venues can maintain public access.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As I have previously stated; public access has advantages in helping to deter forced or bigamous marriage and other inappropriate uses of weddings.

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:



While some level of discretion is unavoidable, there should be clear guidelines as to what is, and is not, considered acceptable.

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:





Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Agreed

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:



Agreed

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes agreed

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

The officiant could be an independent celebrant

Consultation Question 20:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Celebrants should be able to officiate at civil weddings

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Could be an independent celebrant

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Independent celebrant s

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Agreed

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Guidance not requirements

Consultation Question 37:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

A prayer
Bible reading or other reading with religious content
Hymns as part of ceremony

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location



Consultation Question 48:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The location should be appropriate to the occasion and permission of land owner be obtained

Please share your views below:

No

Consultation Question 49:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

No

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Current rules can delay ceremony and in terminal illness this can be a tragic delay.

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This could be on same day as ceremony

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:



(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUAG-U

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-04 12:48:43

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

 Celebrant

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

three days;

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

outdoors,, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Other

Yes

Other

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 71:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(1) the same fee as other cases in which the registration officer must travel to the person giving notice, set nationally on a cost-recovery basis; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(2) there should be no fee.

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUYW-3

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-04 12:48:47

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

My son would love to marry his girlfriend.
But because they are not religious a church is out, the local registry office is unpleasant at best, and they do not have the money to pay for an expensive
venue, nor do they wish to get into debt to get married.
The answer is for them to marry in their average sized garden.
Enough space for a few guests, catering easy to do in their home and it's somewhere they both love spending time with their son.
Unfortunately this is not allowed, so they stay unmarried.

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:



None

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Pointless today. I'm guessing that many moons ago locals could check who is getting married if they wanted to?

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

More in keeping with the modern world.

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

Getting time off work is difficult for many young people in low paid jobs. Interview times may not fit in with already agreed work rotas.

A period of up to 14 days would but less strain on both of them.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

That seems like a good idea.
Maybe with a photo or screen shot of the couples, which could be used on the day to confirm identities.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

In theory fine, but if one of the parties is at risk, they may not want to other one to know, or they may have kept passed experiences private.

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Providing they can change their minds prior to the wedding, it's okay. But I'm guessing many may not have decided at the time of applying to get married.

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Yes. There are many reasons why someone may not be able to do it and a substitute needed.



Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A much more personal service can be provided if anyone is allowed to do it.
I would exclude anyone with a criminal record.
The person officiating, could, for example, have to legally agree to abide by what ever regulations are required and maybe sit a brief exam to make sure
they understand.
A register of people that have done this could be kept to keep tabs on scam weddings.
My son's best friend, for example, may do 2 or 3 over 10 years. But if it was that per month, thatwould flag up a potential scam service.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location



Consultation Question 48:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The wedding yes, but the reception, no.
Must be a requirement to remove anything brought in for the wedding and leave as found.
I'm thinking of woods, parks etc

on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,

Please share your views below:

Damage could be done to eco systems

Consultation Question 49:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

The land owners should seek permission and renewed yearly.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(2) there should be no fee.

Please expand on your answer:

Terminal illness often means living on benefits for a period of time.
Lack of money should not be a barrier to marrying for them.
There can't be many who marry in those circumstances.

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Discourages people who are younger I think.
It needs to keep pace with our rapidly changing world.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

1. I have no problem with people travelling to other areas to get married.
Numbers may have to be limited because small villages etc could become unpleasant for the locals to live in, if there are large numbers of
people/weddings on a daily basis.

Financially it could provide a boost to the local economies. This would be beneficial to northern areas because there are many beautiful places 'up north'
but sometimes limited employment opportunities.

2. They may have family members here and would like them to be present too. And financially beneficial to the UK.

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

1. No idea
2. Could allow smaller businesses to thrive.
3. No comment
4. Growth of newish industry. Any outlay for registration with governing etc should be outweighed by the potential income.
Should not be too high to allow one off weddings for friends and families.
5. Again, costs need to be kept low. Many people want to have a nice day that does not involve spending a lot of money. This may be because they don't
have it, or want something more small and friendly and eco conscious too.



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUYS-Y

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-04 12:49:13

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

None

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No reason to change this requirement.

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

No; banns should continue to be published in parishes of both participants.



Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes, probably a good idea.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes; a good idea.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

No reason to change.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Yes; these must be excluded.



Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There should be limits on fees.

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

It is not clear what is the intention behind this question. Of course, the officiant should have a responsibility to 'uphold the dignity and solemnity of
marriage' but this dignity and solemnity must be applied not just to the conduct of the officiant, but also to the content of the ceremony and the setting in
which it takes place.

Consultation Question 36:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Anglican weddings should not change in how they are conducted.

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Spoken consent should continue to form an integral and essential part of the wedding ceremony. The proposals seem to throw up a lack of clarity and
certainty as to when the marriage has actually taken place (per point 4 above). Marriage should be a public and legal declaration of commitment which is
recognised and honoured not just by the couple themselves, but by those present and society in general. It should be clear to all present that each party
to the marriage is making that commitment freely and willingly, and the officiant should make an announcement at the point that a legal marriage has
been completed. And all this should be done whilst upholding the dignity and solemnity of marriage, as referred to in an earlier question.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

What on earth does this mean? How can the 'dignity and solemnity of marriage' be maintained if the ceremony becomes a free for all? So called
'Conservative' governments have already done enough damage to the institution of marriage in the UK by redefining marriage under the Same Sex
Marriage Act. Please do not make a further mockery of the institution by removing the remaining legal requirements.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No



Please expand on your answer:

As referred to in an earlier response, marriage is a public declaration of commitment and should not become a private matter. Couples should be ready
to make their commitment openly and in the presence not just of invited guests but any who express an interest in the ceremony taking place. The
support of communities and society to couples embarking in marriage is of vital importance.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Absolutely not! Again, how can the 'dignity and solemnity' of marriage be maintained if ceremonies are allowed to take place in any setting? All venues
should be continue to be licensed, and only when deemed to be dignified and appropriate.

outdoors,, on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or

Please share your views below:

As stated above, all venues should be dignified and appropriate to the solemnity of the occasion. Outdoor weddings, in this country particularly, are open
to the vagaries of the weather and you can imagine the focus that would attach to the weather on the day, rather than the significance of the
commitments being made. Outdoor settings also would provide too many distractions. There is too much focus on the desirability and romance of the
setting; what is important is the commitment which the couple are making to each other in a public setting. There is also too much focus on the
'trimmings' of the ceremony rather than on the, hopefully, lifelong committed relationship which is starting with that ceremony. And why on earth should
'in the air' ceremonies be permitted? Again, there is far too much focus on the 'trimmings' and trying to have something different, unique even. Weddings
should in fact have a fair degree of uniformity to demonstrate the legality of the commitments being made. I can understand that, in certain, very limited
circumstance, there may be a genuine need to have a ceremony in a private home, but only where one or both parties to the marriage are too ill to
attend in appropriately licensed public premises; in that event, the private home used for the ceremony should be the home of one party to the marriage.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As a Christian, I believe that churches are the best settings for weddings, but all participants in church weddings should be ready to honour the Christian
faith and make their commitments before God.

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There should be a legal framework around the licensing of venues which meet relevant criteria; it should not be up to the officiant to give approval.

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Of course, these criteria should be met but there should be clear guidelines as to how a venue meets the necessary requirements to ensure the
ceremony is only conducted in a setting, and in a manner, which upholds the 'dignity and solemnity of marriage'.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, there should be guidance, but it should not be up to the officiant to determine whether a proposed venue meets the relevant criteria.



Consultation Question 53:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

There should be a pre-approval process (licensing?) but it should not be up to the officiant to give approval to a particular venue.

Please share your views below:

How does it work now? It seems to be there are already far too many licensed wedding venues. We do not need more.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Why are these things to be added after the ceremony? They should be an integral part of legitimizing the marriage.

Consultation Question 55:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Surely witnesses are an essential requirement??

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Was not aware that this was presently the case. Of course there should be no such presumption.

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This should not displace what currently happens in the Anglican Church.

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I can see that point 1 might be appropriate in certain circumstances but as to 2,3 and 4, absolutely not! You seem to be suggesting that participants,
including the couple themselves and the officiant, may not need to be physically present at the ceremony, and even that the couple may not need to be
physically present in the same place as each other. Please stop making a mockery of the institution of marriage!!!

No

Please expand on your answer:

See answer above.

No

Please expand on your answer:

See answer above.

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See response to earlier question about locations.

Consultation Question 69:

No



Please expand on your answer:

See response to earlier question about locations.

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

See response to earlier question about locations.

Consultation Question 71:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

See response to earlier question about locations.

Consultation Question 72:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See response to earlier question about locations.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

See response to earlier question about locations.

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Your proposals all point towards a loss of the 'dignity and solemnity of marriage' and I am strongly against them.

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

Your proposals will no doubt lead to a further loss of income for churches which are already struggling.
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Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a serious legal contract to be entered into with a full understanding of how serious it is. These requirements help to reinforce how serious
marriage is and should not be diminished.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

One of the main advantages of in-person interviews is to establish that those proposing to get married fully understand the nature of the commitment
that they are entering into. Following such an interview there may well be a period of time needed where the parties need time to reflect. It should not be
expected that a few days is the norm.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:



And also in the local Anglican church where the participants live

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Marriage is a serious legal contract to be entered into with a full understanding of how serious it is. These requirements help to reinforce how serious
marriage is and should not be diminished.
It would be particularly helpful for the above criteria are stipulated.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Weddings by nature are a public declaration, therefore such declaration should be made in public.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This opens up the possibility of extreme view and cult type groups to claim authenticity and propagate dubious ideology under a guise of

Consultation Question 26:



Please share your views below:

One has to be mindful of the millennia of religious history. It would be unacceptable to try and impose some of the more modern and diverse societal
views on long-established cultural beliefs eg the Jewdao-Christian faith has for over 4000years, has at it's core, the belief that marriage is exclusively
between one man and one woman and that this is God ordained. It would be wrong to bring in legislation that tramples on that or fails to respect that.
Everyone is entitled to their own belief and opinion. We must respect that.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

If the office is appropriate.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Provided that they are properly vetted. Presumably this would be for civil weddings only.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Fees should be standardised.

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a serious legal contract to be entered into with a full understanding of how serious it is. These requirements help to reinforce how serious
marriage is and should not be diminished.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The GRO should first bring their concerns to the nominating organisation with a request to investigate and report back.

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It should not be possible for couples to marry without being in the presence of the wedding ceremony and in the presence of the officient and witnesses.
The wedding ceremony is a public declaration of their intent, of their understanding of the seriousness of their undertaking and that they are taking a
legal step seriously. In legal proceedings, there needs to be appropriate legal language and process. This must not be diminished or trivialised. Too many
people enter into marriage without fully realising the fullness of what they are embarking on. The 'personaising' of the 'statutary words of declaration'
simply detracts from the seriousness and solemnity of the occasion.
A marriage ceremony is a serious, legal process. If we want to keep marriage as a serious, important institution, central to the wellbeing of society,
providing a solid framework for the rearing of children, then let us not diminish the seriousness of the wedding ceremony.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

see above

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a public declaration and therefore needs to be conducted with open doors. It is a safeguard introduced to help prevent forced marriages - still
a problem today.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a serious legal contract to be entered into with a full understanding of how serious it is. The setting helps to reinforce how serious marriage is
and should not be diminished.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Safe comes under H & S

Dignified refers to location

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 12: Fees



Consultation Question 75:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

I dont want to be on the receiving end of abuse by those who target those who express an opinion different to their own.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Many Churches rely on civil registrars - it would be a los s if they were prevented from doing so.

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

In my view what constitutes purposes that are 'contrary to public policy or morality' is a very subjective judgment. It could in time refer to views currently
considered mainstream and socially acceptable. I think more objective criteria should be the focus i.e legality or illegality

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I think any change to the law which might lead to registrars placing a lower value on marriage would be a retrograde step. Independent celebrants would
have no prima facie reason to safeguard the dignity of marriage

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The prescribed words of the wedding ceremony underline the nature of marriage as a commitment based on solemn promises. It ensures it is
undertaken with all seriousness and every attempt is made to safeguard its longevity. It also gives it a social dimension, implying that marriage is a bond
between people for the good of society, children etc

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The important thing in my mind is that a wedding ceremony ilustrates the importance of commitment rather than be an expression of the literary and
rhetorical skills of the couple. Customising wedding ceremonies could lead to very subjective views and the acting out of bizarre wishes to the detriment
of the dignity of marriage.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Open doors indicate the social relevance and importance of marriage.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I am not sure that the safeguards are sufficinient to prevent unsuitable venues being used which might trivialize marriage i.e everything dressing up as
characters from a film or soap opera.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:





Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

I think that 'contrary to public policy or morality' is too subjective and could risk excluding those with unpopular but entirely legal views from nominating
officiants. The test should be based on objective criteria, such as promoting or supporting activities that are illegal eg terrorism or the violent overthrow
or democracy.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

At present wedding officiants are either highly trained registrars or religious representatives who are likely to have strong-held beliefs about marriage.
Changing this could lead to an increase in weddings being conducted by people who may not place such a high value on marriage.

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage has always been based on solemn promises made between two people. The proposed changes could make it possible to have a legally
recognised wedding in which no words were said between the couple, let alone any promises, and could reduce marriage to nothing more than a
certificate from the government.

The prescribed words are only a very small part of the entire ceremony. Surely it should be possible to include them somewhere, and still leave room for
a lot of flexibility and personalising.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is very likely to reduce how seriously weddings are taken, even though the Law Commission suggests officiants should have a duty to uphold the
dignity and solemnity of marriage.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I think that symbolically the 'open doors' requirement is important as marriage is not just private and of interest only to the couple. Ensuring that
weddings are open to any member of the public could be a way of protecting against forced marriage or bigamy.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

There could be some advantages, eg to church congregations that meet regularly in rented premises, However i have some concerns: 'safe and dignified'
could be very widely interpreted. How would that be monitored, to guard against the trivialisation of the marriage ceremony?

There have already been cases of weddings taking place under water, in a sadomasochism dungeon, at a comic book convention with participants
dressed up as fictional characters and at a ruined leper hospital on Halloween. This damages the dignity of the marriage ceremony.

on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

I would be against private homes (apart from very exceptional circumstances eg if one or both participants was terminally ill and unable to travel
elsewhere) because they should normally be 'open to the public' (see comments above). The same would apply to 'in the air' or on lakes or rivers. If
'outdoors' was in the gardens of a venue registered for weddings that would be acceptable.

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUA1-5

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-04 12:58:19

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

By allowing couple to have their own words removes the public declaration, a fundamental part of the commitment to each other. There is already some
flexibility in the ceremony, and the prescribed words are minimal.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a serious and solemn undertaking and frivolous themes and locations remove the seriousness of this significant event. A wedding is a public
declaration of a commitment to each other and and should be given the gravitas it requires.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The "Open Doors" requirement provides some protection against forced marriages and was introduced some time ago to protect against this. This also
removed the aspect of the declaration being a public significance.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a serious undertaking and an appropriate venue to hold such an undertaking is very important

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

No

Please expand on your answer:

How and who would decide if a venue is safe and dignified?

No

Please expand on your answer:

What will this guidance be? - Who will maintain the safeguards required?

Consultation Question 53:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

With relevant security and safeguards

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUA7-B

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-04 13:09:40

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

 Celebrant

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I am married but in a civil ceremony. I would have loved the option for a celebrant wedding, however, and felt I was more limited

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

I had wanted my marriage to be legal but didnt want to go to a registry office, as I felt it was disjointed and wouldnt be legitimate. Because of thise, I
focused on actual licensed venues, but it took a lot of places off the cards.
It also meant I was unable to have a more personal ceremony, and it was very scripted, and the same as most others

Consultation Question 3:



Please share your views below:

I attended a covid secure wedding when max of 30 guests were allowed. They had a ceremony in the church, then returned to their house and had
another ceremony in the garden for other guests who were not invited to church. They preferred it, had a nicer, more personal ceremony, non religious
(which they are not, only married in church for parents and to be recognised as legal) . The wedding in the garden was more favoured, and if it was legal
they would have done that only

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

it is not always possible to get to the registered place, especially during the pandemic that has become clear

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Some people would benefit from a quick turn around wedding, and I still don't understand why they have to give notice of 28 days minimum. However,
this isnt the biggest issue for me

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Yes - again, with the pandemic, everything is changing, so much is becoming virtual, this opens it up to more people, and allows for remote working for
others too. It would be easier to fit this around people's work schedules too, and couples could arrange these at an earlier date for their convenience to

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

yes

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If the whole point of registering your intent to marry, so that others have 28 days to contest it, but they would only see it at the registry office, makes no
sense. It should be made public if this is a law

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This year weddings have had to be cancelled and postponed, and it can happen for a variety of reasons. this just gives peace of mind that couples don't
have to go through it all again (until after 1 year)

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This would secure officiants and make them accountable

Consultation Question 12:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Obviously people get ill or plans have to change. Last year has taught us we need to be flexible

Please share your views below:

Yes totally. A couples wedding should not be based on one person not getting ill.
In any wedding, any supplier who may be unable to do their job would have a contingency plan, this is no different

Consultation Question 13:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I'm unclear on this

Consultation Question 14:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I'm unclear on this

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

I'm unclear on this

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

vI'm unclear on this

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

I'm unclear on this

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

They are already legal, this should remain. It is the other weddings that should be allowed to be recognised

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This would allow wedding to take place in other than a place of worship or a licensed building. There is also more freedom on the actual ceremony then

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I would agree with this



Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I also think independant celebrants should be able to host legal weddings

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

I'm unclear on this

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

yes

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If the marriage laws are changing and expanding, it shouldnt just be to 'humanist' celebrants. It should be open to all celebrants, perhaps they have to sit
an exam or pass something to allow them to be an officiant, and have to upstand laws and rules

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

they should also have to sit an exam or require training/checks

Consultation Question 31:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Yes - I agree

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There should be a blanket guide price

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Where independant officants can add personal touches, and their work takes more effort with script writing etc rather than just using a go to book, their
time and materials can be charged for

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

you are either an independant celebrant, or a religious/specific non religious one...

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

it shouldnt be just anyone that is able to do this, it really should be a case of sitting an exam or passing a course, putting work in, and having to review
after a certain amount of time, with regular checks

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It should be a guide, but also leave the freedom of what can go into the ceremony. anything legal (like the certificate signing) should have specific wording

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

there should be regular check ins, reviews etc

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

regular check ins, reviews, perhaps testimonials

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



however there should be check ins/reviews every few years

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

this is totally fair, however the personal development, if it is through courses/organisations, should be monitored

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

a hymn or religious reading should be allowed, lots of families are very religious, but the bride and groom may not be, but wish to please/honour family
and tradition

Consultation Question 46:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

no preference

Consultation Question 47:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The whole venue licenses needs to be looked at. It should be the person conducting the wedding that should be licensed, rather than venue

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It is ridiculous that a wedding has to take place in a licensed venue, which has to have a roof ... it limits places so much, if it could be anywhere, a couple
could get married somewhere really special to them like a family garden, or the place they met

Please share your views below:

No limits - it should be legal ANYWHERE, and it should be the person conducting them that is licensed



Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

I don't understand this one

Consultation Question 50:

Other

Other

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I think If you want to have a wedding in a religious setting, I think you should have to have a religious wedding... however I do appreciate that the asthetic
is traditional which some people love, and are just not religious. I think it should be at the discretion of the location

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It is such an honour and privilege to host a wedding, but with it should come responsibility

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

having to keep an actual certificate, and sending a hard copy out is a big responsibility

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:



Other

Please expand on your answer:

yes to all apart from 4 - same sex should legal regardless

Other

Please expand on your answer:

they should have a time period to be rectified... however there should be witnesses, and the certificate should be signed, both on the day

Consultation Question 58:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes to all, again same sex should be legal regardless

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Some people may have not had the means to do so

Other

Please expand on your answer:

After a certain amount of time, for legal reasons in case of a split, they should have the same protection? Unsure of this one

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It is an honour to be able to provide the service, so should be seen as that.

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

They should be allowed to marry, and a quicker turn around could be applicable

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

if it can be done quicker, in certain cases

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It could also be extended to independant officiants, who can come onboard to do this

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

no

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees



Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

It should be at the discretion of the officiant

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

I think the changes of laws will change the way people get married, and therefore more people would get married, which is a good thing

Consultation Question 86:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Many people want to do weddings differently now - outsside, over a long weekend. at a place that is meaningful to them. They want them to be personal,
and different to any they have been to. But changing the laws, we can change the way people get married, and more people will be inclined to get
married.

Being tied to WHERE you can get married is a big factor, and anyone wanting something different needs a separate 'legal' marriage, which they see as
admin anyway. It is unnecessary!

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

as an independant celebrant, I see there being more costs for me, however if I were to still be able to set my own rates, these would be made back, and I
see it as a necessity

for couples, they could save money on the venue, as licensed venues tend to be more expensive
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

None

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:



Colleagues getting married have found it difficult, particularly with not being able to plan ahead, and having to choose which relatives could attend
physically and who couldn't.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Weddings should be available to everyone, even those with little ability to pay, so a price cap would be sensible.

Consultation Question 34:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But it would be good to add a responsibility to uphold the dignity and solemnity of weddings too.

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:



No

Please expand on your answer:

It might be worth considering a compulsory retirement age, perhaps 75

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It would make sense to include compulsory wording promising marriage as a lifelong, unique commitment. Otherwise there's a risk of marriage being
seen as shorter term and less committed, and therefore weaker. As at the moment, where couples can include wording of their choice alongside the
short compulsory section.

The ceremony should include an expression of consent by both halves of the couple, or there's not really much point in having the wedding at all. Signing
a contract in private as if buying a car or something doesn't have the same meaning as a public commitment in front of your loved ones and community.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The wedding ceremony should be about a serious, lifelong commitment, celebrated by the couple and the community they're part of. If the parties and
offciant can choose anything, it can become just a private event for the couple, like Romeo and Juliet, which didn't go well; and it can just be a party.
There's nothing wrong with a wedding including a party and any theme the couple like, but that should be after a meaningful ceremony.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Weddings should be public - it's not just a private event. An exception for couples in hiding - for fear of an honour killing, for example - would make sense
but shouldn't be the norm.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No



Please expand on your answer:

Wedding venues should be limited to places that fit the solemnity and dignity of a unique, lifetime, public commitment. They shouldn't be in places that
trivialise weddings and marriages, or that make weddings private. They shouldn't be in dangerous places either.

Please share your views below:

Weddings outdoors seem sensible. In the air, on the water, or in private homes add barriers to it being a public event. In the air also makes it harder to be
a dignified, solemn, non-trivial event. Couples wanting to have a wedding reception in the air or on a river or in a private house remain free to, of course,
but the ceremony should be a dignified event and a public one. It should also be accessible for people with disabilities.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Again, civil wedding locations should not exclude people with disabilities, they should be accessible to all.

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

No

Please expand on your answer:

It should be for the couple and the faith body or non-religious belief body to decide.

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

In a free market, the officiant's livelihood will depend on doing whatever couples want, it's hard to imagine them saying no to many locations, even if they
would trivialise marriage or exclude a lot of the community.

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But the terms 'safe' and 'dignified' will need defining, and it would be good to add a requirement for accessibility for people with disabilities.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It should include access for people with disabilities, as part of approving a location that is safe for all and allows a wedding to be dignified by being a
shared commitment of the couple and the community they're part of.

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

And the fee should be low. There's a real danger of people being priced out of marriage.

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But with a cap.

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:



Please share your views below:

Weddings have been able go ahead albeit a much smaller affair. Our offices are small and could only accommodate 8 people due to the restrictions. Most
couples were extremely grateful for the service they had received and some couples actually wanted to marry during the restrictions so they weren't
pressured into having a large ceremony. It was a strange feeling for me personally to be conducting such a basic ceremony each time, but everyone
seemed to enjoy their day.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I agree with this in part, but I would like the process explaining further to make an informed decision and think we need to be wary of couples using this
option to marry illegally either by forced or sham marriage. Being employed as registrar I would need to be sure that all marriages are legal.

Consultation Question 5:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I cannot see the reasoning behind this. If the person will have to attend anyway, there doesn't seem any point in completing half a task, then waiting until
the person attends an office, why not just get them to attend the office and take the complete notice. The only time this would need to be an option is if
the customer cannot get to their local office in time, but then could we not take notices by declaration as we do with births and deaths. How would we
know that this would be the actual couple and that they were not be coerced into this by someone else in the room with them. This does not seem a
secure way to take a notice of marriage and leaves us open to forced and sham marriages and undermines the legal taking of a notice and would hinder
the discovering of obtaining certain preliminaries. The two-step process for many couples isn't necessary but is a possibility for certain couples situations,
such as terminally ill and overseas residents.

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

Neither three or seven days is very long to make any checks that need to be made. I do feel that 28 days is too long, so 14 days would be adequate in my
opinion, especially in the times of the Covid-19 pandemic.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

How could we decide whether someone is at risk of a sham or forced marriage. Would we select just a few people at random? Do we choose people from
certain ethnicities, which would surely be illegal? Taking a notice and gauging whether or not someone is at risk of a forced marriage is difficult enough as
it is, this will make it even more difficult to gauge. How would we protect the person involved? At present we see the person in private, which is also their
opportunity to express their concerns, should they wish to do so. I feel it would be much safer to continue seeing the customer in person. I would not be
comfortable with remote interviews.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

I think this would be a very good idea, especially for Scotland as it would unify the process of getting married in the United Kingdom.

Consultation Question 9:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

In principle I think this is a good idea, but would want to know how we would protect couples who are at risk, how would we highlight this? How would we
know they were at risk? Would this be from an in person interview? I don't have enough information to decide if this would be a satisfactory option.
I would not be happy to have my details exposed online, so to make an informed decision I would need to know exactly what information would be
displayed. Surely data protection laws would prevent all the details of the couple marrying being shown, if only the names of the couple were displayed
online then this could be misinterpreted by anyone who would want to raise an objection to the marriage.

Consultation Question 10:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

The consultation paper states that the officiant who is identified on the schedule does not necessarily conduct or lead the ceremony. However the
question states that they will officiate at the ceremony. If the officiant is identified to officiate then what happens if the person cannot officiate on the day
due to illness or delay. How would Officiants know that another officiant is valid. How can we ensure the marriage is a legal ceremony with only one
officiant present. I am concerned that only one person attending leaves the person officiating open to abuse or coercion to assist with sham and forced
marriages.

Consultation Question 12:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This would cause extra stress, work and confusion at a time when a solution needs to be found quickly and efficiently. This issue is resolved presently as
two people attend a ceremony and a substitute registrar can easily be located.

Please share your views below:

I am not sure as to what other circumstances we would need to officiate. The question is not clear.
I feel that the proposed role of officiant is too complicated and is a step too far for most officers working in this area. It puts the legal system into doubt
and complicates the working process for undertaking a legal marriage in this country.

Consultation Question 13:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Unsure of how this affects the Church as I am only involved in civil ceremonies. so would not wish to agree or disagree.

Consultation Question 14:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Again not sure how this would affect members of the Church as not directly involved in Church ceremonies.

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

I feel that checks should be made whenever anyone is getting married. I also feel that the couple should be seen before marriage. This would be to
engage with the couple, to get a feel of whether or not this marriage is potentially a sham or forced marriage. It would also prevent people from
attempting to marry illegally in church

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

I think all couples getting married should make separate declarations. This would be to protect themselves, they could be being coerced into marriage
and may want to ask questions regarding marriage in private. I feel that we should always think of the couples safety when taking notices of marriage and
declarations.

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:



I think this would be a good idea, but I also think it would be disappointing to a lot of couples if they were to be dealt with by civil officers if they were a
religious couple, but the option of giving at a civil registration should be an option.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Whilst I agree with the proposal to ensure that officiants ensure that parties are entering into the marriage freely, as we currently do, I would also want to
ensure that the officiant will provide the type of ceremony that is required.
There would need to be health and safety taken into consideration as this question implies that only one officiant would be present at the ceremony. The
ceremony could be held anywhere and could potentially put the officiant at risk.
It appears that one person would be legally responsible for the marriage legalities and this is a vast amount of responsibility to put onto one person.

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There are many issues surrounding the number of registrars attending ceremony. The most important one is to ensure the safety of registrars attending
ceremonies. It also offers the flexibility to make other arrangements in case of emergency or if delayed at a previous wedding the other registrar can go
ahead to the next ceremony.
Registrars can also confer with each other if any difficulties arise during the pre ceremony interview and can contact the relevant authorities. Registrars
offer great support to each other. If difficult circumstances occur lone working can be a very stressful time. A persons safety should not be compromised
due to saving costs. This should be a best practice decision and not purely financial reasons. Budgets within our district are well managed and we create
an income for the local authority.

Consultation Question 22:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

The clerks would need to be professionally trained to ensure all legalities are met. There are a vast number of errors in church registers, so would like this
to be minimised.

Consultation Question 23:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This would mean that anyone could be nominated to officiate. I would need to be advised further to ensure that the couples marrying were not being
taken advantage of. For example if this was a sect or cult marriage and the couple were being enforced into the marriage.

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:



The onus here is on proof as to whether or not organisation is unlawful or contrary to public policy or morality. A group could appear to meet all the
requirements but in actual fact do not.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

I feel that everyone who conducts a ceremony should be authorised. As everyone needs to ensure consent is given and the ceremony is legal. Therefore
some training would be required. In the example given the father could be coercing the daughter to marry and conducting the ceremony is a way of
controlling the situation. The situation would be open to abuse, e.g. the daughter could later accuse the father of forcing her to marry. It is highly unlikely
that this would happen if an authorised person conducted the ceremony. I have acted as both Deputy and Superintendent Registrar in both civil and
religious ceremonies and always treat the two the same, I am there to register a wedding and do so to the best of my ability.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I agree in principle, but persons conducting a ceremony should have a degree of maturity about them. Training is always required but can be offered by
the local authority.

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

There should be a guideline regarding fees so that this is not just a money making exercise.
What constitutes a conflict of interest? Would this mean that officiants could not marry members of their family. This is currently a very highly valued
privilege for many registrars, a privilege which is acceptable as two members of the team attend and can ensure all legalities are met.

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Other



Please expand on your answer:

I feel that officiants should be able to attend their local registration office and undertake training with them. They would be required to pay a fee to the
local authority. They would receive excellent training, which would be in line with current guidelines.

Consultation Question 37:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

It would need to be the appropriate governing body for each sector.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If the person still didn't comply with the fit and proper person standard there does need to be another option to de-authorise. There also needs to be a
process whereby the person can appeal.
The body that failed should also be monitored.

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

If the officiants regularly received training and monitoring I see no reason why there should be a time limit, however if officiants are not monitored then I
feel that they should have to re-apply after a time period of perhaps every five years.

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

1a. Couples should express their consent to each other. I feel that couples should still express there is no impediment to their marriage. They can express
this in the preliminaries, but they would be expressing this in front of their friends and families and is a large part of most marriage ceremonies.
2. Yes I agree.
3. I feel the couple should express their consent, as this is a legal part of marriage and they are declaring their consent in front of their congregation.
4. This is unclear. I feel that the marriage is formed at the point of the registrars declaration.

Consultation Question 43:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

There needs to be sensible restrictions in place to adhere to health and safety regulations but we would want the couple to have the ceremony of their
choice.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



I think this is up to the religious parties to decide and not a person of non religion so have no objections.

Consultation Question 45:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I can't agree, I feel that the two should not mix as there would be too much confusion as to whether or not this was a civil or religious ceremony. However
I would not object if a person wanted a hymn during a civil ceremony which is currently not permitted. I would not want prayers etc. to be included.

Please share your views below:

As in previous question, religious music could be permitted as this has been requested many times, as a civil registrar I would not want to include
prayers.

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Couples very often choose to marry in a civil marriage but then choose a blessing in a church because they are not permitted to marry in church.

Consultation Question 47:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

With the new possibilities of marrying anywhere... a garden for example, this would be incredibly difficult to enforce. How could this be enforced.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

In principle I agree that couples should be able to marry in a venue or place of their choice. However there would still be a need to consider health and
safety with regards to the actual place of marriage. All environments may not be suitable, for example a cliff top or middle of a lake. Consideration needs
to be given to the officiant as they may have health and safety issues regarding the place of marriage. Would the officiant need to approve the location
prior to agreeing to the marriage taking place.?

on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or

Please share your views below:

If a couple were marrying in the air, for example a sky dive, how would the legalities be met? The officiant wouldn't be able to hear or make themselves
heard for the actual ceremony.
Health and Safety concerns would need to be met. Who would decide whether or not the venue is suitable.

Consultation Question 49:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No



Please expand on your answer:

This puts a vast amount of responsibility onto the officiant to decide whether or not a venue is suitable. How would the officiant be protected should a
problem arise. A full health and safety assessment should be carried out and not by the officiant.

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I think it should be agreed by the officiant, but not their sole responsibility. Health and Safety should not be an officiants role. You could also have a
conflict whereby one officiant would agree and another one wouldn't because of personal choice, for example one person may be afraid of heights or
water and another officiant wouldn't so would approve the venue.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Officiants should not be solely responsible for assessing whether a location is safe and dignified even when following guidelines. Health and safety should
be a separate issue.

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

I feel the local authority should be responsible as they are already experienced in these matters.
The authority will already have a team of health and safety officers who can assess whether or not the building is safe.
The registration services would be able to agree to approve the premises and be paid a small fee for the approval.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I am disappointed that couples will no longer receive a handwritten marriage certificate and feel that this may be a step to far for many couples who will
not want to receive a marriage document or schedule as part of their marriage. The receiving of a marriage certificate is a large part of the ceremony.
However I do believe that both parents should be included on the marriage certificate.
We should continue to enter the date and location of the ceremony.

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This process may involve having their marriage translated for future legal purposes.

Consultation Question 56:

No

Please expand on your answer:

What would happen if the system fails? The system would need to be far more robust for this to work.
How would SR checking take place, there is a high risk of errors not being picked up.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



I feel that there should be a system in place whereby the couple will need to show that they have given notice before they marry. Otherwise this system
will be open to abuse and used for illegal purposes. Couples may be confused as to whether or not they have to give notice of marriage and who to.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I agree in principle, however I feel it should be necessary to have witnesses at the ceremony.

Consultation Question 58:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I feel that it should be vital that couples give notice of marriage and should not be able to marry unless they can show they have given notice. The current
system in place proves that this works and limits the number of illegal marriages. Consent should also be given beforehand.
If the criminal element realise that marriages can take place without giving notice, they can abuse the system and would have a marriage
document/schedule which can be used for illegal purposes. The general public would not know that the document is not legal.

Consultation Question 59:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

How can we be sure that the couple have only married to gain a passport for example.
This is too broad a question to gauge.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I don't feel that you can change peoples beliefs. So I don't see how the presumption can be abolished.

Consultation Question 60:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I have no opinion on this question.

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Having had experience of all these types of weddings I have never experienced any problems with the law

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I feel there should be a simpler process but the local registration office should not be responsible for issuing the authority. This should still come from the
General Register Office in the interest of consistency and fairness.



Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

1. I agree with this proposal, this would have helped enormously in the current pandemic.
2. In principal this option is a good idea, documentation would need to be checked so maybe an online face to face appointment ?
3. For the reasons of preventing forced or sham marriages I feel the marriage ceremony should take not take place remotely.
4. As a registrar I would want to ensure that the couple sign the document themselves. I feel the document should be signed in front of the officant and
witnesses.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Evidence should still be required to ensure that the person is actually at risk of death. Otherwise this option would be open to many people who are not
actually seriously ill, the system would be open to abuse.

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

I don't disagree with this in principle, but I have no knowledge of the types of vessel available. I do think cruise ships would be an excellent venue for a
ceremony.

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I feel there should be named officiants, but possibly more than one named officiant to account for changes in shift patterns.

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

I feel everyone should have the option to marry this way, whether religious or non religious.

Consultation Question 74:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This suggests that there is no need to return the schedule. I feel there should be a time frame, but extended to accommodate the couple.

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(1) the same fee as other cases in which the registration officer must travel to the person giving notice, set nationally on a cost-recovery basis; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I feel it wouldn't be possible to standardise the hourly rate. As different registration areas pay different rates, pay scales differ quite dramatically within
local authorities. The rate should be set by the local authority.

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

I don't feel that the current law prevents anyone from getting married. Couples currently know where to find the information need to make an informed
decision on how and where they want to marry. Some couples may want a ceremony that is not in fitting with what is currently available and I feel that
these "unusual" requests should be looked at case by case, if there is a number of requests for a certain type of ceremony then the regulations should be
changed to accommodate the customers.
I feel the new proposals will prevent couples marrying in a traditional setting. If there is to be no signing of the register and no marriage certificate the
tradition and what is a very important part of the current ceremony will be taken away. Therefore couples will opt for another type of ceremony.
Potentially this will lead to not as many ceremonies taking place within our service and result in job losses.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

1. The availability is more limited in summer than in winter, but still plenty of times available all year. Our customers often compliment us on our pricing
and feel that the prices set are reasonable.
2. Marrying in an approved venue is always more expensive, but the couples choose to marry in these venues because a, they can afford it, b, they want
the exclusivity of the venue and c the costs rise due to the fees charged by the venue not the registration service fees.

3, 4, and 5 - I do not have experience of these situations.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

We have plenty of availability at our register office, there is a usual request of a 2pm ceremony. We have the staff to offer as many weddings as is
requested, we are only limited by the number of registers we hold.
I feel that pre-approval should always be required for a marriage ceremony.
I don't feel the need for a separate legally recognised wedding. Couples currently used civil partnerships to satisfy legal responsibilities. If these separate
weddings were permitted then surely there would be no requirement for civil partnerships to continue?
The current fees for all types of ceremonies are accepted and very often recognised as being very reasonable. The extensive costs of the ancillary
services, such as catering, cars, flowers etc., are what make weddings so expensive. Most couples decide on a budget and prepare their ceremony
accordingly. Our couples very rarely complain about the cost of a wedding ceremony.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

As previously stated the costs of supplying registration officers to attend ceremonies is readily accepted by our customers. In 13 years I have never
received a complaint about the fees, just the opposite, customers feel that the fees are reasonable, especially when offset against the cost of approved
premises.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

I would not be happy to host a wedding without previous knowledge that the couple meets all legal requirements to form the marriage.
The availability of registration officers within our district is not an issue and never has been. We are only limited by the number of registers we hold.
I think the decision on holding religious weddings in venues should be dealt with by the venue and the local authority and not the registration services.
If the new proposal for weddings comes in I feel there will be less marriages not more. Weddings are poplar now because of the number of royal
weddings in recent years, figures often rise when there has been a royal wedding. The marriage ceremony is currently more popular now than I have
know it. However if we go over to a schedule I feel this will make couples feel that the "marriage ceremony" as they know it has changed to more of a
paper exercise and the "ceremony feeling" will be lost. Couples might aswell just attend an office and have a basic ceremony and have a party without all
the costs of a traditional wedding and reception.
Therefore this will cause redundancies in all areas of the wedding business.

Consultation Question 88:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I cannot see the benefits of the scheme. I do not support it. The proposals are far to radical and I feel that marriage, the tradition and the ceremonial
aspect is a far greater institution to be destroyed in this way.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I cannot support the scheme, many registrars feel the same way I do, I can see no benefit whatsoever to the registration services, in fact I can only see
redundancies and for those that stay with the service, stress and job dissatisfaction.

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

I feel the costs to all concerned are vast. The scheme is far too drastic to undertake without incurring heavy costs. I don't feel that our customers actually
want this radical change to the marriage law. Some changes are required, but far more consultation is required, with the consultation document being far
more available to all those it will affect. I wonder how many members of the public actually realise that this document exists. Registrars are only aware
because our management team advised us. How will the public respond if they are not aware of the impending changes to the service that will greatly
affect them in the future.
If the general public are not wanting this type of change then this will destroy the registration services. The government needs to be confident that this
change is supported by the public.
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

The problem with remote interviews is the difficulty of recognising those concerns. Body language, which is probably the most important reason for
having concerns, is notoriously difficult to read remotely.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Yes, it should continue to be possible.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

The substitute officiant should only be appointed to act in the event the officiant named in the schedule is unexpectedly unable to act because of death,
sudden illness or unavoidable delay.

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:

My view is that civil preliminaries provide lawfulness to the act of marriage in the eyes of the State. Generally, this is the process followed by all
non-Anglican churches.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Only if said Officiants are also registered by the civil authority.

Consultation Question 23:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Only if said Officiants are also registered by the civil authority.

Consultation Question 24:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Only if said Officiants are also registered by the civil authority.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Other

Please expand on your answer:



Only if said Officiants are also registered by the civil authority. Otherwise, the parties should have a civil marriage followed by a marriage celebration of
their choice.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Such organisations should be excluded.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Only if said Officiants are also registered by the civil authority.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Bu t only if said Officiants are also registered by the civil authority.

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Because of the wide and diverse nature of independent officiants it would be helpful to have a published fee structure for performance of duties.

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The authorisation should be renewable after undergoing re-training, etc. (Probably every 5 years)

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It should remain as at present with consent being given within the ceremony, followed by the signing of the declaration. The consent given in the
ceremony is the public commitment to each other made before witnesses; the written declaration is made before witnesses in private. For the larger
public group it is their opportunity as those invited by the marrying parties, to affirm the marriage of the parties.

Consultation Question 43:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Only if the dignity of marriage is upheld in the form and ceremony.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I think this blurs the difference between civil marriage and religious celebration.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No



Please expand on your answer:

Rather, it should be updated so as to recognise that the civil ceremony is a legal requirement of the State, whereas the religious service is a public
commitment of the marrying parties before God and those gathered at the the ceremony.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There are places where it is not possible for the importance and dignity of marriage to be upheld.

outdoors,, on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

Outdoors should be permissible, along with private homes in given instance, as long as the importance and dignity of marriage is upheld.

Consultation Question 49:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Other

Other

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Civil, religious, and non-religious weddings should be able to be conducted in non-religious venues, but a non-religious belief wedding should not be
permitted to take place in a religious venue. Community centres or halls are ideal places to conduct weddings of any form, but religious venues should
not be used for non-religious weddings as the venues are specifically venues for religious worship and activity.

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It should not be left up to the decision of an officiant. Rather, there should be readily accessible guidelines as my answer above.

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Other than for religious venues.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Other than for religious venues.

Consultation Question 53:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

The General Register Office should maintain a list of approved places for hosting weddings. This would mean that venues would need to apply for
approval, and be assessed by the GRO.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There is on reason for any of these instances to arise around a marriage that is being treated with the seriousness which it deserves.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Doesn't this leave a gaping hole for marriages of convenience?

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding



Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Only in certain circumstances - see following questions and answers

No

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The officiant should be named.

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The schedule should be returned online.

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:



(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

I don't think that the current law discourages marriage, being more the result of a societal shift away from the commitment that marriage entails. For this
reason, I do not think that it is clear at all that provisional proposals will lead to an increase in the number of couples who are legally married.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Again, I do not think that the current law has much impact on couples. Decisions not to marry are not generally related to cost but rather to other factors.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I do not think that the proposals will have much impact on couples, as the decision to not marry is not usually related to cost. However, the proposals will
be welcomed by those who choose to marry.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

I do not think that the current laws on venues will have much impact on couples, as the decision to not marry is not usually related to cost.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Venues will benefit from the proposed scheme, and will provide a stream of income.

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Local authorities will benefit from the proposed scheme.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

The current law produces unnecessary difficulties.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

It will benefit both because of dispersion of population both here and overseas.

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

The provisional proposals could raise costs to couples while at the same time becoming sources of income to those organisations involved. A carefully
considered costing structure will be required so that those wishing to marry will not be deterred.





Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Obviously the whole purpose of this is to give the registrar time to determine if one of the persons is already legally married, without the other person
knowing about it!

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

provided that the registrar is still given enough time to complete checks

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

Enough time for the registrar to make his checks. It is a terrible experience for a husband or wife to discover that their spouse is also married to someone
else!

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

The in person interview should definitely be conducted in a situation where the person can tell the truth!

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It would be best if somehow there be publication on local social media platforms which are seen by local people, and any payment ofr this be charged to
the one giving notice.

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It would be very difficult if the declared officiant fell sick or had an accident just before the event, as there could be no legal substitute.

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

yes, this should be done

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes, of course!

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

No reason to change it, except perhaps tp moerninse the language with no meaning change.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There are occasions where a church does not have someone who has a qualified person since (for example) they only have weddings occasionally or the
normal person has left and a replacement not yet arrived. It would be a real imposition on the couple to be requred to do a civil ceremony first.
This also increases the risk of people not being legally married, since a novice person selected by the (say) church to learn the job might not learn it
adequately at first, and fail to adhere to some critical part.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Other

Please expand on your answer:



Only if the organisation is large and there would expect to be more than (say) six weddings in a year. Otherwise you have the problem I noted in my
answer to Q20

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Yes of course! Otherwise you would have all sorts of trivial organisations claiming they could do this.

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

This should DEFINITELY NOT be introduced!
This would be extremely difficult to judge fairly. Jesus Christ would be accused of being immoral in today's society in the UK, because he proclaimed
marital faithfulness. There is no solid benchmark recognised in the law for what is immoral or not.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This would introduce a whole new "profession" who would be able to charge for their services. Such people could bend the rules to suit them or the
couple as they would then be their own interpreters of the law, and wink at irregularities.
This would undermine the whole concept of the seriousness of marriage, and should be avoided.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Absolutely! But I would prefer they do not exiat!

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, of course, but this would not be easy to police backhanders!

Consultation Question 33:

No



Please expand on your answer:

There shoud be limits on the fees! I thought the Govt wanted to reduce the cost of weddings!

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

ABSOLUTELY! This should reflect that fact that marriage is a lifelong commitment, despite the recent act of Parliament to make divorce easy.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

OF COURSE!

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

And the person should not have the right to sue them for "dismissal!"

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Point 1 a) 
The word "otherwise" should not be included, since there is really nothing that one can substitute for the free declaration by word of mouth to the 
agreement. People could be convinced to sign something that they do not understand, and so this would Facilitate forced marriages. 
Also - the solemnity of the event and the fundamental importance of this life changing commitment must be given the appropriate weight in the 
ceremony. The solemn declaration of these words gives it that weight. There is really no substitute for this. 



Point 1 b) 
I believe there have been occasions on which an estranged wife or husband has discovered the illegal remarriage ceremony of their spouse at the last
minute, and therefore has been able to prevent the ceremony from taking place. There is no reason to remove these words of declaration, and indeed of
allowing a member of the public to declare such an impediment. 
 
Point 2) 
The words which have been used in the British wedding ceremony have been essentially unchanged for hundreds of years, except where they have been
updated to replace archaic forms. THOSE WORDS DEFINE WHAT MARRIAGE IS. TO GIVE TO ANY GROUP or organisation the liberty to change them would
amount to a redefinition of marriage, and this should not be accepted. This would open up the possibilities for polygamy and various other options which
have the potential of destroying what marriage really is. Such a fundamental change should not be an option within the scope of this bill. 
 
Point 3) 
Your proposal ... " if the ceremony did not contain an expression of consent" 
If the ceremony did not contain an expression of consent, then it would not be a marriage ceremony! That is plain and simple! The signature on piece of
paper is no substitute, although it is of course, the document which certifies the event.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a very happy event but also a very solemn event, making a life-long contract. There is already a lot of flexibility in the way marriages can be
conducted. If the bride and groom wish to push the boundaries, they would shop around for the officiant who would agree to their requests which may
detract from the gravity of it.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This flexibility would permit people to introduce things which they believe are of great spiritual importance on this most important occasion in their lives.

Please share your views below:

A song of praise to God, A song of commitment, a prayer, a Bible reading...

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Certainly not! There are occasions in which, for practical reasons, the couple and their families really want a religious service to which many people can be
invited. It will be impossible to this confines of a town hall for a similar place where a civil ceremony takes place.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A marriage is a public event. It affects everybody who comes into contact with the couple. If the event takes place privately, it sends the message that this
is a private matter!

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

There are definitely some advantages in allowing weddings to take place in other places. however there should be some limitation to what is acceptable,
considering the importance of the contract being made



on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

The important elements of the venue should reflect the importance of the event. it should be accessible to the public, and both parties should be
physically present. This would make it very difficult to have a wedding in most private homes, in an aeroplane, on a boat, and online.

it would be inappropriate to have a wedding in a place which stands in opposition to what faithfulness in marriage is all about, for example, a brothel or a
casino ( which has ruined so many marriages by encouraging gambling)

Consultation Question 49:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Your proposal is confusing.
Civil wedding locations should definitely be publicly accessible; marriage is not a private event.

I don't understand the other part of your proposal.

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Other

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Those who control the various venues should make their own decisions, but those decisions should not be challenged in the courts by others.

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes indeed, the location should be safe and dignified. However the fact that the Commissioner has proposed "in the air" as safe and dignified really opens
the question as to how this can be interpreted. The officiant should have very clear guidelines to follow, or should be required to consult with superiors
when there is any question.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This would help to simplify the decisions about venues

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not to replace the physical document but as well as

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Point 4 ) It need not be both parties, but only one

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

1bi) any party, not both

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes for 1

2,3,4 I am uneasy about these. Remote ceremonies detract from the importance of the event

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It would be impossible for the public to attend

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The public would not be able to attend

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(1) the same fee as other cases in which the registration officer must travel to the person giving notice, set nationally on a cost-recovery basis; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals



Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUAF-T

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-04 13:26:52

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

"Beauty is in the eye of the beholder" One man's dignity and solemnity of marriage is wide open to anything goes anywhere, to whom or to what, naked
or clothed becomes an open ended view of social behaviour at the time.
Children clamour for what they want but is never ever necessary or expedient, everyone doing what is 'right' in their own eyes.

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

No

Please expand on your answer:

inhouse disciplines vary and set no real standard.

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A public declaration is not the same as a vote by' wire', a voice at the and of a line could be 'Alexa' taking for a sheep. Marriage is not a fad, a peacocks
display or a reason for revelry.
Recognition by Law and Society means that it has to meet standards at the heart of the wedding ceremony. Ceremony by the word alone is not a frivolous
thing to be entered into or dismissed at a whim or fancy of society at large. Marriage conducted by a beachcomber in a drunken state should not have
any standing or viability in Law just because people may want it that way.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Here are again anything goes without any idea of the reasons behind marriage. Standards should remain as befitting the ceremony. the idea of according
to the form chosen may seem like an enlightened way as befitting the 21st centaury. This is how the goal posts are continually moving away so at the end
going to a marriage within a superstore among shoppers would be the norm according the 'in moment of society'.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The news of late is of forced marriages, children being abducted to take marry pensioners and the like. This proposal plays into the hands of those who
wish do harm and take away an individuals free choice by this move and reeks of arteria motives.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

looking through 'rose coloured spectacles' only sees the finest of pictures not in some filthy back ally to fulfil a Law requirement by a depraved official
who is only under the control of and office that also maybe corrupt.
'who let the dogs out' comes to mind. A place should meet the standards that are open to the public to view.

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Again looking at the perfect scenario all seems good, but who defines safe and dignified and what are the criteria for being safe and dignified. This is not
explained and open to interpretation of officiants.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YU8G-J

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-04 13:28:06

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

I work for a group of churches, the disappointment felt by the couples when they couldn’t have their planned church wedding was immense. They want a
full congregation not just 30 so have postponed. The loss of income to the small churches is also considerable.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This ensures the couple are honest and genuine, contribute to the local area.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I administer weddings for our group of churches and need to see the couple to ensure they are who they say they are, to gauge their reactions to quests,
to explain things and to ensure it’s the same couple at the ceremony. Helps prevent fraud

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

In person interviews should take place for all weddings, otherwise the couple would know they are suspected of illegal marriage

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Notices should be posted/read at the place of the wedding. Not everyone has on line access

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



We have few war damaged churches in Uk

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Yes, banns should be published at the place of the wedding so people know where to look

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes, church staff have been doing this for some time, are honest and capable and it should continue . There needs to be robust measures in place to
prevent illegal sham or cohersive weddings

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes, both should realise the importance of marriage and be prepared to state their understanding of every osrt

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

A church wedding should not be made to take 2nd place - either civil or church

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Leave the system as it is

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It degrades marriage and will result in social media oriented ceremonies

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No



Please expand on your answer:

Open doors will ensure transparency

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

To conduct a serious service in a takeaway would devalue that service, and turn it into a social media experience with whooping and cheering and general
lack of decorum

Please share your views below:

No to private homes etc keep the ceremony special

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUAN-2

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-04 13:29:43

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

n/a

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not married

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

I think it has been concerning how quick the government has been to prevent or restrict marriages during this time. 
Many friends have been due to make the lifelong and public commitment to each other and have been prevented from doing so, or forced to postpone



because they were not even able to have a very small ceremony 
I believe the government should be doing all it can to encourage people to make lifelong, solemn (yet obviously joyful) commitments, for the benefit of
each other and wider society.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

I believe this should still happen in person in all cases.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Why should we not promote unity across the United Kingdom? I believe having unified systems across all 4 nations as much as possible is beneficial.

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

It could be beneficial to publish these more widely.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

This requirement seems sensible and appropriate.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

I can appreciate the desire to unify these across all the systems, but if the systems are similar I don't see why it shouldn't be possible for Church-goers to
undertake the preliminaries through the Anglican system.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If a unified system is desired why should they not be able to officiate at other types of weddings?

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Provided there are some clear requirements/guidelines that an officiant must meet.

Consultation Question 24:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Yes there should be limits to the extent of this definition

Consultation Question 25:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

20 seems a very low threshold, if this is to be for a national organisation to hold to a similar set of beliefs and hold specific views about marriage. I believe
this should be considerably higher.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

I think it depends what your definition of this would be. Whilst I would agree that any organisation promoting any violence in any way should not be
entitled to nominating officiants, I think this could also be used in the wrong way in the future.
As national ideas of morality are fast-changing and not really determined by anything specific it could be easy to see that currently (or recently) accepted
views and teachings could come to be considered immoral by popular definition and so this exclusion could be misapplied.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I think there would need to be a clear reason for this to be necessary and not just so that people can ask any old friend to officiate their wedding.
I believe that to protect the solemnity of the marriage commitment it seems most appropriate to only allow officiants who have been recognised by
appropriate organisations.

Consultation Question 30:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

If this is an extra check on the suitability I think this is good, but if this is the only check I think it could be rather weak.

Consultation Question 31:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I do not believe this is sufficient.

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If independent officiants are permitted there should be a prescribed rate of allowable fees.

Consultation Question 34:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There should be a clear definition of what constitutes dignity and solemnity and to ensure that the entire marriage ceremony and pre-marriage
preparation uphold these standards.

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I think there should be a dual responsibility.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I do not believe it should be possible for someone to get married without even being present at the ceremony, or even speaking to confirm the
commitment they are making.
Couples should not be able to just saying anything they want, there are already considerable freedoms to include extra wording which is meaningful to
the couple and it would be essential to uphold the dignity and solemnity of marriage to maintain some prescribed wording within the ceremony.
A marriage ceremony should not just be a pick'n'mix of things all about the couple, but is a commitment which needs to make sense in the context of
wider society, the purpose of set wording is to make this clear to both the couple and their witnesses and friends/family who are there to support them in
their lifelong commitment.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:



The wedding ceremony should not be able to be treated like a fancy dress party or Hollywood film, there is plenty of time for creativity and
personalisation of a wedding reception and other aspects of the celebrations, but the ceremony takes place as a public commitment, a dignified and
solemn event which recognises the weight of the occasion. It is a formality which should be treated as such.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This depends on your definition of what clearly identifies a ceremony as civil or religious.
I don't see why such a clear distinction needs to be made between the civil and religious ceremony.

For example if a Christian, but non-Anglican couple wish to marry but cannot find a suitable Anglican church or do not wish to use one, should they not be
able to marry in a secular ceremony but using some Christian wording, to sing religious songs and include other Christian elements, provided the officiant
is obviously not asked to participate in anything against their conscience or beliefs.

Please share your views below:

Religious songs and prayers should be allowed.

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage should not be encouraged as a purely private matter, it is a public commitment.
The open doors requirements also provide protections against forced marriages, which are still an issue and this should not be removed.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It seems entirely incompatible with the requirements for dignity and solemnity that a wedding could take place absolutely anywhere.
Whilst I agree it would be beneficial to somewhat extend the ability for buildings to be licensed, to remove red tape, allow a wider variety of locations and
reduce costs for couples, it doesn't make sense that getting married in crazy outdoor locations is at all compatible with the weight of the occasion.

in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

A wedding in the air cannot really meet the definition of being safe or dignified.
Private homes would not be compatible with the open doors requirements.

Any locations which are not proper buildings should need to meet specific requirements about what makes them safe and dignified. For example a
formal public garden seems more suitable to than a beach. A safe, well kept, capacious boat with covered areas would be different to speed boat or
inflatables.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:



No

No

No

Please expand on your answer:

Provided that all venues (owners /managers) and officiants are given freedoms to refuse any weddings for any reason and are never forced to officiate or
host a ceremony they are not comfortable with.

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I believe locations should still need to be centrally registered or meet central, clear and specific requirements.

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes but these need further clarification and specific outlining. Stringent safeguards would need to be imposed.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes pre-approval would be suitable.

Please share your views below:

Along the same lines as current registration.

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Whilst it does seem that couples often postpone marriage due to the expense, so it would be helpful if the proposals can reduce the costs, this is also
significantly sue to societal pressures to have large extravagant weddings requiring lots of organisation, which these proposals would not really address.
It is also important to consider how the government would promote the quality and longevity of these marriages and not just the quantity.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Consultation Question 2:



Please share your views below:

N/A

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

We have not been able to run weddings as our venue, despite being Covid-19 secure has been closed since March due to Covid restrictions.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I think it's outdated.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I think in the age of technology, definately start the process online but I think a separate in-person interview is still advisable to reduce the number of
scam weddings.

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

I feel it needs to be more in advance as what happens if they don't pass the interview test and everything is arranged?

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Yes I agree.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Yes I agree

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I don't think 12 months is a lot of notice - quite often as a venue owner, we are seeing couples organising their wedding on average 18 months to two
years in advance.

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes I agree to reduce sham marriages.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Guidance yes but not prescriptive and couples should be able to adapt and personalise their weddings to suit their wishes.

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 47:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

As a venue we are open to the change in the law to offer couples more freedom. Being able to adapt their vows to suit their personal preferences without
being dictated to (i.e. no religious content in a civil ceremony or no outdoor ceremonies without a structure), will be met with great positivity. It will also
form part of our experience led customer service journey. We also like the fact we will be able to work with more independent celebrants to give the
couples that would prefer a more humanist approach the chance to get legally married on the day of their main wedding, rather than the legal ceremony
happening at another time.

2020 however, has seen severe challenges in the wedding sector in terms of bookings, finances and operations. It will take a long while to regain
confidence within our sector and wedding businesses to get back on their feet following the worst year financially on record.

Wedding venues have very high overheads and will need years to stabilise back to a pre 2020 financial position.

Also at present venue's have to comply with so much legislation around health and safety, disability access, fire regulations, noise regulations, food
hygiene - how will we be assured that getting married 'anywhere' will take these regulations into account??? Also how will we be assured that weddings
remain dignified???

Who will supervise the consumption of alcohol (and in particular prevention of under-age drinking) in unlicensed premises? At present as a venue, we
have to have a license to serve alcohol.

In summary, I absolutely support the need to be flexible, but feel approved premises status needs to be retained in view of the above regulations etc..

outdoors,, on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

Registered venues have to comply with so much legislation around health and safety, disability access, fire regulations, noise regulations, food hygiene -
how will we be assured that getting married 'anywhere' will take these regulations into account??? Also how will we be assured that weddings remain
dignified???

Also anywhere MUST take into consideration the impact of traffic, car parking and noise from music etc.

In summary, I absolutely support the need to be flexible, but feel approved premises status needs to be retained in view of the above regulations etc..

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I think by not having places with disability access, you risk further discriminating against disabilities by not making the places people can get married
accessible.

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I feel the sanctity of religious venues needs to be protected.

Consultation Question 51:

No



Please expand on your answer:

Would officiant's be knowledgble about accessibility, health and safety, fire regularions, acident prevention etc. Having run weddings for years at my
venue, hosting large events is a complex and complicated process. I feel it should be for the local authority or some other body to approve the use of
venues.

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There is a lot of corruption - if you pay enough you can get what you want....

How we will ensure that this doesn't happen?

I can see a massive increase in sham marriages and at unsafe venues and locations if standards are not maintained.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Venues that already hold marriage licences should be pre-approved as they have already gone through rigorous checks around their health and safety
and licensing.

Please share your views below:

Venues that already hold marriage licences should be pre-approved as they have already gone through rigorous checks around their health and safety
and licensing.

Pre approval should be undertaken by licensing, fire and health and safety inspectors as is currently happens to ensure safe premises and standards for
public safety are maintained.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I think the laws around cohabiting couples need to be changed so they have the same rights as married couples if they have lived for a certain period of
years together.

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

I had someone who was dying and wanted to get married at my venue. It was a nightmare to sort out the wedding - the groom was dying but didn't want
to get married in a hospice or hospital and he couldn't attend the registry office in person. It look a lot of persuasion and phone calls by myself (the venue
owner) to sort this out for the couple.

On the day of the wedding, the groom was so ill that he coudn't get out of the car. I asked the Registrar to marry the couple in the car (which was literally
5 metres away from the entrance of the venue which had a licence) - the Registrar refused. The groom had to suffer to get out of the car to get married.
Sadly the groom died the next day.

There needs to be a lot more flexibility that the wishes of where dying people get married are taken into account.

Consultation Question 63:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Just get on and marry them as a one-stop shop process. (see example above)

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Will we be refunded on marriage registration fees paid in advance for the registration of our premises?

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(2) there should be no fee.

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

I think it would lead to an increase.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :



As a venue we are open to the change in the law to offer couples more freedom. Being able to adapt their vows to suit their personal preferences without
being dictated to (i.e. no religious content in a civil ceremony or no outdoor ceremonies without a structure), will be met with great positivity. It will also
form part of our experience led customer service journey. We also like the fact we will be able to work with more independent celebrants to give the
couples that would prefer a more humanist approach the chance to get legally married on the day of their main wedding, rather than the legal ceremony
happening at another time.

2020 however, has seen severe challenges in the wedding sector in terms of bookings, finances and operations. It will take a long while to regain
confidence within our sector and wedding businesses to get back on their feet following the worst year financially on record. Wedding venues have very
high overheads and will need years to stabilise back to a pre 2020 financial position. We urge the Government to delay the implementation of these
changes until at least 2022 / 2023 when we have had time to recover from the disasters of 2020.

In addition, I am concerned about getting married anywhere will increase the impacts around health and safety accidents, fire risk, food hygiene,
licensing, guests getting drunk, risk assessments, disability issues, noise pollution, car parking, transport issues etc. and these need to be taken into
consideration when venues are being considered for weddings.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

I feel the decision will be detrimental to venues who are currently approved for weddings as it will open the market up to a lot more competition - this is
why standards around licensing, safety, fire, transport, car parking, noise etc. need to be taken into consideration.

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

I think there should always be an in-person interview as I think concerns may not necessarily be aroused if the interview takes place remotely.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

I think the reasons for unexpectedly able to act are covered in the previous statement and see no reason to expend them.

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I am a member of a small church and we have very few weddings. I think it is important that a registration officer attends the wedding service, even
though it is our minister who would conduct the ceremony, to ensure that the proper legal requirements are met. Because we have so few weddings it
does not make sense for us to need an authorised and trained person, much better to have a registration officer come on the occasions it is needed. I
think it also makes the ceremony more meaningfully recognised in law.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Surely if it was a non-religious organisation then a civil ceremony would be conducted. I can't see why such an organisation would need other
consideration.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

This gives me cause for concern. As a Christian, I take the Bible as my authority but there are times when this may not accord with general public 
morality. Where this is the case, for ministers of religion, they could find themselves in an untenable position with regard to their duty as ministers and



their own beliefs and conscience.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If a system of independent officiants was introduced, I think this could undermine the solemnity of marriage. Currently both civil registrars and ministers
of religion have a high regard for marriage as an institution, which I think is really important, as marriage is best for a stable and balanced society. If
anyone can be an officiant and it could become a commercial enterprise, then I think there is a great danger that the dignity of marriage in our society
could be seriously undermined. Surely there would need to be safeguards in place to prevent officiants making a mockery of the wedding ceremony and
to legislate for this would be nigh on impossible. Better not to go down the route of independent officiants.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Although, as stated above, I am not in favour of having independent officiants

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This opens the doors for commercialism and making a profit from conducting weddings.

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But only if independent officiants are allowed which I am against.

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Only if independent officiants are allowed which i am against.

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

The commitment made in marriage must be taken very seriously, and without having some prescribed words I don't see how that could be. There is a lot
of flexibility and freedom in the content of the rest of the ceremony but I think that some universally accepted, legally binding vows should be included,
as currently happens.

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Provided you can ensure that in all cases wedding ceremonies uphold the solemnity and dignity of the marriage ceremony. Personalisation can go too far
if we are not careful and turn the ceremony into some sort of public spectacle not a serious ceremony.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:



I don't see why this should not be allowed.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a public declaration of a commitment between two people to one another. I think that whilst the reception is an invitation only event, I see no
reason for anyone else wanting to attend the ceremony should not be allowed.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I think that this could undermine the requirement for solemnity and dignity. There needs to be some sort of control on this to uphold the need for a
dignified and safe place. I think you would probably need to require wedding venues to be registered to ensure they meet the criteria.

Please share your views below:

Whilst I don't see issues with such places per se, I do see that within these categories there could be very unsuitable venues, for example, underwater in a
swimming pool, in a hot air balloon, in a rowing boat.

Consultation Question 49:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

No

Please expand on your answer:

I see no reason why religious ceremonies can't take place in non-religious venues and vice versa. it is the content of the ceremony that is most important.

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

With the proviso that guidelines on location are followed.

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Some form of registration of venues that host frequent weddings would be sensible.

Please share your views below:



The General Registry Office should be responsible. Online application and some form of checking the venue to make sure it is suitable.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I think the choice should be in English or both English and Welsh

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:



Please share your views below:

Either should be acceptable.

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(1) the same fee as other cases in which the registration officer must travel to the person giving notice, set nationally on a cost-recovery basis; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

 Registration Service

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

I would rather that my name not be given, although by all means make use of my responses.

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:



Weddings have been very intimate, and, in my experience , undertaken because of a couple's desire to make a meaningful and sincere commitment to
one another, and not as the opportunity to have a huge celebration.
The service I work for has moved heaven and earth to accommodate couples who have been forced to move their ceremony --often multiple times - with
no extra costs charged for rebooking the registrars. This has included moving couples from approved venues to the register office, and ensuring the
completion of a new NOM where required.
We have cut the ceremony to the bare minimum legal requirements in order to maintain the safety of all in attendance, and REDUCED the cost of the
ceremony accordingly. Reducing the scope of the ceremony has also resulted in our ability to conduct more ceremonies within our working day. This has
been well received by our service users -in particular those referred to in the first point above --those couples who are particularly motivated by the
desire to form a commitment to each other.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is open to deceit. How would Registrars know that it would be the same person, or that the person is undertaking this willingly??

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

The current notice period is adequate and provides a safety net in the event of falsified information.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

See the answer to question 5
This proposal is not watertight -- how can we be sure that we deal with the same person?

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

I can see the sense in the proposal from a practical point of view from the individual's perspective. But how can the Registration Service be confident
about the process in which the notice has been served --by whom, to whom?

Consultation Question 9:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

What would be the scope of the information to be displayed? Concern over the potential for harm. Data protection? Who would be responsible for
safeguarding the information /policing it?

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This seems like a move designed to reduce the scope and role of the Registration Service. 
How does the Registration Service quantify experience and quality of officiants outside of the service? Who would be regulating the non-Registration 
service officiants?



 
If NOM is served some months before a ceremony with a specific named officiant , how can organisations be confident of that named person being
available on the day? 
I believe this would create much more work than is needed. The current system with the registration service I work for does permit couples to nominate a
preferred registrar --on the understanding that this is not guaranteed .

Consultation Question 12:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Maintaining the current system of taking NOM without naming an officiant negates the necessity of the proposal
It may be plausible, but could well lead to difficulties around professionalism, experience, quality customer service etc.
Where would the buck stop if a last minute replacement failed to deliver a quality experience for a couple??

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Does this not diminish the role of the Church?

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

It would be appropriate for banns to be published in the District Register Office

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

This could mirror the Registration Service procedure

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes, essential, to ensure that an individual is not being forced, or entering into a sham marriage

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:

Anglican clergy already refer couples to the registration service as a safety net to themselves, where there is uncertainty about documentation ertc

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

There is an enormous weight of responsibility with the officiant -- Registration Service employees are "underwritten" by both the local Council and the
GRO
What training, supervision etc would be required by a "lay" person?

Consultation Question 20:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Registrars work to strict guidelines of excellent customer service , the art of celebrating marriages being honed over years of experience

Consultation Question 21:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This is a difficult issue - the introduction of the marriage schedule seemingly negates the need for two officers in attendance. However, doubling up has
many advantages, especially in the light of an unforeseen event or emergency. Approved premises may well have a wedding coordinator, but it is often
the registration officers who take command - particularly with those premises new to the celebration of marriages.

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Would ceremonies be conducted in a solemn and dignified manner? Is there a possibility of offending sections of the public? Who would take overall
responsibility for monitoring the ceremonies of non-religious belief organisations?

Please share your views below:

Organisations which are contrary to public morality, promote extremism etc

Consultation Question 25:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

See question 24

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

See question 24

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

It just seems that these proposals to allow greater personal choice to couples, will lead to shrinkage within the registration service at a time when job 
security is more important than ever.



 
There may well be great pressure coming from other organisations to deliver ceremonies. How much of this desire is motivated by a commercial aspect? 
 
Registrars, within my experience , love the celebration of marriages -and see it as an absolute privilege. The diversification proposed here is seen as a
very sad move - in the same way that we regard the move from writing in the marriage register to those impersonal schedules. I consider myself a very
modern woman, and see little that needed to be changed about the Marriage Register - other than a move to include details of the couple's mothers.

Consultation Question 30:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Any y/n answer to this requires far more information --the nitty gritty of how, who etc.
Who decides fit and proper --would this be interpreted in a variety of ways by those organisations.

Consultation Question 31:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Who will deliver the mandatory training? Would it be the responsibility of the individual organisations? Would this be a cash generator for the
organisations?
Would the registration service be expected to oversee and monitor it?
Why would registrars want to hand over such an important aspect of their role -and potentially be involved in supervising bodies and organisations
outside of the service????

Consultation Question 32:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Well how exactly could this be policed and regulated?
A parallel could be drawn with funeral services where the commercial aspect has taken over, leaving customers with a great deal of choice, but at high
cost

Consultation Question 33:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Registration service fees are transparent. How easy would it be for officiants to maximise profits by promoting or "suggesting" extra service providers -
musicians, cake makers, florists, make up artists , hire cars, etc.

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Of course - currently registration officers are charged by the GRO to uphold the solemnity and dignity of marriage.
The solemnity and dignity within the currently regulated service is at the heart of the work of registration officers who are charged with the responsibility
of conducting a marriage.
Without seeing much more detail about the nitty gritty of regulating the service provided by other organisations, I feel very sceptical about this important
element being guaranteed.

Consultation Question 36:

Other

Please expand on your answer:



So how will the guidance work in practical terms?
Do the officiants get a handbook and get on with it?
What would the legal framework be?
How would ceremonies conducted by other "officiants" be monitored??

Consultation Question 37:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

With immediate effect - not taking months to make a decision

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

See previous answer

Consultation Question 40:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

What scope would there be for the authorisation to be renewed on a regular basis --perhaps in a similar way to the nursing PIN?

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Why not permit the expression of no impediment to the marriage?

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This proposal may permit forms and alternatives unsupportive of the solemnity and dignity of a marriage ceremony

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Orchestral music

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Surely a ceremony taking place behind closed doors will prohibit the opportunity for challenge to its validity cf legal impediment

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Beaches? Cliff tops? Safari parks? Tree tops? Parachuting mid air? etc. etc?? Massive saafety considerations - risk assessments would be needed. Who
would be responsible for these?
In the event of a disaster occurring at the ceremony, where would the buck stop?
Would ceremonies be conducted in a dignified and solemn fashion?

outdoors,, on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

See the above response

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Way too great a margin for allowing ceremonies in unsafe/unlawful locations/premises

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

see response above

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This guidance should be available to organisations and not simply officiants



Consultation Question 53:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This is already in place via the registration service who are tasked with approving licence applications which meet a set of specific criteria

Please share your views below:

See the above response

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

My preference is to continue as present and allow couples the freedom to decline identifying their parentage.

in addition , I would far prefer to continue the tradition of writing in the marriage register, than deal with "schedules". The signing of the register for many
couples is referred to as an important symbolic part of the ceremony.

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This already within the remit of the registration service which issues a licence based on risk assessment etc.

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

A range of fees might be preferable as the risks are greater when going to eg a prison........

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals



Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

I cannot see that these proposals would make any significant difference, except perhaps for couples who need to urgently get married due to
commitments in the Military.
To put this in some kind of perspective, this year , throughout the pandemic , where I have dealt with innumerable rearrangements and postponements, I
have dealt with only 1 couple whose wedding could not take place as hoped.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

1 We conduct weddings at a huge host of venues across  -the cost for an AP wedding to the couple runs into thousands, although the
fees for attendance by registrars are a very small feature - if an " average " wedding cost £15.000 , fees to the service would be a mere 3% on top
At our offices, fees run from £46 to £315 for a ceremony - given the additional costs most of our couples are happy to incur ( clothing, flowers, wedding
cars, reception etc.) , and given the involvement and availability of the registration service to couples from their first telephone /in person contact, these
costs are negligible. We allow all couples bar the Stat. ceremony couples to make two payments --a deposit and balance -spreading costs even further.
5 Couples belonging to certain religious groups in my personal experience have never challenged the fee paid to ensure their marriage is legally
recognised.
Likewise, those couples who decide to go to an exotic location, accompanied by friends and family , often at great cost, yet still prefer the security offered
by having their legally binding ceremony here first , do not complain about the fee to paid to the registration service to provide this

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

1 We offer 3 different ceremonies within  at registration offices
At our offices, fees run from £46 to £315 for a ceremony - given the additional costs most of our couples are happy to incur ( clothing, flowers, wedding
cars, reception etc.) , and given the involvement and availability of the registration service to couples from their first telephone /in person contact, these
costs are negligible. We allow all couples bar the Stat. ceremony couples to make two payments --a deposit and balance -spreading costs even further.
Ceremonies can take place7/7 and are scheduled ( pre pandemic )at 45 minute intervals. At peak times, weekend weddings fill up vey quickly, but we are
always able to offer alternatives to couples

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

outdoors,, on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

No



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

No



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(1) the same fee as other cases in which the registration officer must travel to the person giving notice, set nationally on a cost-recovery basis; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:





Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

not applicable

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

not applicable

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Interviews should always be in person

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

I do not agree

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

No opinion



Consultation Question 13:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Yes, but also online

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

I agree

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

I agree

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

No

Please expand on your answer:

2 registration officers should be present

Consultation Question 22:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Do not know

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

I agree

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

I agree

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

I disagree

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The Government should decide

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Such a proposal, if made legal, could make all sorts of inappropriate practices taking place

Consultation Question 44:

No

Please expand on your answer:

All religious and non-religious groups should meet certain minimum standards

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



No opinion

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage ceremonies should be treated with dignity and the appropriate degree of seriousness

Please share your views below:

The examples given do provide the necessary degree of solemnity for a wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

No

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

General Register Office should decide

Please share your views below:

General Register Office to decide



Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

No

Please expand on your answer:

English, or English and Welsh

Consultation Question 56:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

no opinion

Consultation Question 63:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No opinion

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

No opinion

Consultation Question 71:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

No opinion

Consultation Question 74:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

No opinion

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No opinion

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No opinion

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

No opinion

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

No opinion

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No opinion

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No opinion

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No opinion

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No opinion

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No opinion

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No opinion



Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

No opinion



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUAY-D

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-04 14:02:54

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Humanists UK

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I am a wedding celebrant and I am unable to conduct legally recognised ceremonies in England or Wales. However, if I conducted weddings in Scotland or
Northern Ireland, my ceremonies would be legally recognised.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I advise my couples that the ceremonies I conduct in England and Wales are not legally recognised and they must attend a registrar's office to formalise
their marriage in law.

No

Please expand on your answer:

As I said, my couples generally have a ceremony at a civil registrar's office to recognise their marriage in law. 
 
That said, my couples almost always have chosen a humanist ceremony because they want to express their love within the context of their world view as 
Humanists. They also want to work with someone who understands and shares their world view, who is able to produce a ceremony for them that 
reflects it, as well as tells the story of their unique relationship. 
 
In addition, talking to couples who have had a civil ceremony, they would have much preferred the personal approach that a humanist celebrant takes,



much preferring it to the impersonal style of a registrar's ceremony. In fact, most people find it really hard to understand why humanist marriages are not
legally recognised and believe it is unfair because it is an additional expense to couples who have 2 ceremonies.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes - the issue causes problems for both couples and humanist wedding celebrants. It causes confusion for couples - both in their own understanding
and explaining it to their families and friends - as well as the additional expense of having to have two ceremonies to be legally married.

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Humanist weddings are not legally recognised and the available alternatives mean they can only have a legal ceremony that does not share or reflect
their world view as individuals or as a couple, or their beliefs as humanists. Also, these restrictions range out to wedding venues that have to be licensed
for civil ceremonies, which further restricts the choice of couples.

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

COVID-19 has had an awful impact on couples who often plan their weddings in advance and at great expense. I have met couples who have accepted
they must have two ceremonies to be legally married and have put in place the arrangements. However, with the restrictions they have lost money and it
has been heartbreaking to take their calls or read their emails explaining that they simply cannot cope with the stress of managing 2 ceremonies, opting
for a civil marriage just so they can be married. It is so sad to see their lack of personal choice restricted so that they are simply not able to express their
beliefs in a humanist wedding ceremony and their expectations for the future in their own words.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I cannot understand why it is necessary for a registrar to attend any ceremony, whether they are religious or humanist. It is just not necessary.

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I do not like this definition and suggest the new legislation should refer to Article 9 of the European Convention on Human Rights because the UK has a
legal duty to reflect them in UK legislation. For example, they have to be adopted into our legal system. To not do so is discriminatory to those with
non-religious beliefs such as humanists, who are not adherents and I certainly object to the word "secular" as a humanist.



Please share your views below:

This should be straight-forward and should not require the provision of a list of specific organisations. I suggest there should be criteria that provide a
reasonably restrictive framework that must be satisfactorily fulfilled by relevant, credible and qualified non-religious groups such as Humanists UK.

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I disagree because I am concerned that the proposal would open up legal weddings for exploitation of commercialisation by groups claiming they are
non-religious belief organisations. There is a danger that celebrant standards will drop and of individuals piggy-backing on bona fide religious or
non-religious organisations, allowing them to market themselves as "Christian" or "Humanist" (for example) when they are neither. This will create
confusion and dishonesty that will mislead couples.

This could be overcome in two ways:
1. non-religious organisations that operate locally and have a building where they could conduct marriages that is licensed, as long as they meet regularly
and have at least 20 members. Officiants would have to be trained and accredited by the organisation before they can conduct legally recognised
marriages in the building but would not be able to do so elsewhere.

2. Officiants could be members of a national non-religious organisation like Humanists UK that has been around for a minimum number of years (eg. 5)
and have a formal head office building. Officiants would have to be accredited to deliver legally recognised marriages, having undergone rigorous training
and ongoing continuing professional development. The national non-religious organisation would be responsible for awarding accreditation and
monitoring quality standards of all accredited celebrants, as well as ensuring that only the best candidates are selected and trained. The organisation
would also have to have been involved in delivering wedding ceremonies that have not previously been legally recognised for a minimum period of time
(eg. 3 years). They would also have to show that they hold regular meetings for their substantive membership to discuss their non-religious beliefs (eg.
10-15 times per year).

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I have already explained my concerns about the commercialisation of weddings by independent wedding officiants that are not affiliated with a body that
accredits or monitors them, nor regulates the overall industry. This would encroach and undermine both the credibility and solemnity of religious and
non-religious belief organisations and the wedding ceremonies that they provide. To be clear, ceremonies conducted by officiants that have no affiliation
with religious or non-religious belief organisations should not be legally recognised.

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Couples choose a humanist wedding ceremony because they want to express their humanists beliefs, whilst being able to share their own unique love
story and commitments in marriage with their friends and family. A humanist wedding ceremony allows couples to do this and alongside this, they may
want to do it in a location that is special to them, such as the place where they met or where the marriage proposal took place. By doing so, couples are
able to express their "humanism", their love for and promises to each other in their own way, rather than being restricted by a specific form of words in a
licensed location.

outdoors,, on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

As I explained in the previous point, couples should have the right to choose a special location that is meaningful to them and allows them to express
their beliefs in their own way. Most humanist ceremonies are held outdoors or in private homes or gardens, although I am definitely not against inland
waters because again it offers couples choice. The only things that need to be considered are that the choice of location is safe and poses no risk to the
health of the couple, officiant, their guests or anyone in attendance during the ceremony or reception. in addition, the venue should be appropriate to the
solemn nature of a wedding ceremony and should not undermine it.

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUY8-4

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-04 14:03:19

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

 Celebrant 

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

My business within the wedding industry has had a negative impact for my clients, and future clients during covid-19. I have experienced numerous 
couples cancel or postpone their ceremonies as they were restricted on the volume of family at ceremony, or no reception. Whilst they could have had a



small event, they told me as it was one of their most important days of their lives, they wanted to share it with their loved ones. They have suffered
financially, emotionally and has increased their stress levels. One client who postponed their ceremony until April 2021, in particular is very stressed and
is finding it difficult to make decisions, due to uncertainities, whether to postpone yet again. 
 
From my perpsective, it has had a negative impact to my business due to lack of ceremonies. It has also meant that I have not been able to spend 1:1
meetings with clients, where you do form such a rapport which is essential in this environment. I have not been able to attend wedding fairs which is
where I would make bookings, and spend vital time networking with other suppliers. 
 
What it has done is enable me to spend time focusing on social media presence, although with changes in certain platforms, only sponsored posts have
the desired "hits".

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I agree as there needs to be a simple and faster process/method for anyone wanting to get married, accessible to all regardless where they reside.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This will give more accessibility and choice, and less waitig time, to those wanting to get married.

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

There could be a tiered choice of timelines, ie 3, 7 days or 14 days for example in various locations. This would give choice to couples.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Given on-line meetings are becomming the new 'norm' this would be a safe way forward.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

I personally have not experienced this, but urge the future becomes more streamlined for anyone wanting to get married.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

100% agree, not only is it safer but online would be accessible to everyone to read wherever they are located.

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

That seems reasonable length of time

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



I would like to see that all (ie whether independent or humanist) Celebrants are given authorisation to legally conduct weddings too; this will allow
couples with any beliefs, multi beliefs or no religious beliefs to have their wedding of their choice legally recognised, as not everyone wants to be married
by a minister or a registrar. This will also assist with the waiting times too, and will allow this proposal to work very well from timeframe perspective too.

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There needs to be flexibility.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

We need to move over to online bans being shown/read for accessibility and public safety.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

I agree of speaking to couple separately, to minimise forced marriages and reduce domestic abuse before agreeing to notices/bans.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes agree

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:

I suggest there is one route when applying and processing weddings. For example, one online application, regardless whether this is to be in church etc.
In other words, not determined where the venue is going to be. Notices/Bans can be read online. Interviews can happen online, regardless who carries
that out.

Couple applies online to a generic one application platform.
Couples can then choose where they want to have their wedding legally performed and which "body" they want to officiate it legally ie church minister,
registrar or celebrant.
That chosen officiant can then check the necessary documentation online, have meeting online and if concerns, then opt for meeting (or carry out more
checks)
Alternatively instead of the chosen officiant carrying out all processes, why not form a overarching body to do the checks (this would be made up of
church, registrars and celebrants into one association)

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

To give authorisation that all Celebrants can legally marry couples as well as minister, and registrars (ie to include both Independent Celebrants and 
Humanist Celebrants). This will give couples choice regardless of their beliefs.



 
We know Celebrants are very popular choice in UK for couples wanting bespoke ceremonies, and are turning to Celebrants who can do this.
Unfortunately currently for those couples they must have added expense if they want to legalise that marriage and book with registrar when they
consider their "wedding" that conducted by their Celebrant.

Consultation Question 20:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

That would depend upon who the registration officers are. I would like to see options available that any minister, any registrar or any celebrant can
conduct any choosen style of wedding or civil wedding or partnership ceremony legally.

However could see it working that

Ministers only conduct weddings or civil weddings in their respective churches
Registrars only conduct in their office buildings or in building that has roof/holds a venue licence for weddings (as is the case now)
All Celebrants only conduct in outdoor and any venue that does not hold a wedding licence

If you are considering that registration officers could be registrars and celebrants, then I would agree with that.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It would save couples money, and be safer for less officiants attending.

Consultation Question 22:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Suggestion that those in clergy (or whoever they deemed appropriate) and registrars and celebrants undertake course to become recognised officiants to
legally marry ie one course for all

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

2. There needs to be a governing body overarching all celebrants and this should be made up of both independent celebrants and humanist celebrants*;
as both can officiate a non religious ceremony. That governing body to be funded by those celebrants who want to be recognised to legally perform
marriages, and through the marriage application payment process.

*it should NOT be solely for humanist to have the overarching responsibility, as that discriminates against independent celebrants who too can perform
non religious ceremonies.

I would like it to go further that Celebrants can perform religious or paritial religious weddings for example those with multi faiths, or those who want
some reference to religion in their wedding.

Consultation Question 24:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

We need to stop "teaching" each other how to live our lives.

I do agree that there needs to be more flexibility in marriage law ie who can perform it legally, but surely it is up to the couples of the content they want in
their wedding service, and not restricted to the beliefs of who is officiating it?

I would like to see that the organisation or "body" overarching celebrants who can perform legal marriages not dictate itself wholly around what beliefs or
non beliefs they have.

Please share your views below:



Any type of organisation should be "associated" with one overarching body to oversee all under the non religious or other category.

Agree there needs to be some restrictions, otherwise the meaning of marriage will be dilluted if there are some mockery associated with it

Would not like to see Wedding Planners being able to officiate legal weddings for example .

To keep it to only ministers, registrars and all celebrants who can perform legal marriages

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

as long as those officiants have carried out a course to meet requirements to legally marry couples

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Yes there needs to be appropriate policies and procedures governing everyone who can officate at weddings but it shouldnt be about religious beliefs.
Perhaps it should include moral values ie keeping within the law, to prevent and reduce forced marriages and domestic abuse.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Yes this does make common sense. If it is agreed that all Celebrants can legally perform marriages, then they must be associated with an organisation ie
The Institute of Professional Celebrants and they must attend appropriate course to give them the necessary training.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Can see this model working, and that list must be made readily available to all.

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

100% yes, it must include both independent and humanist celebrants; both must attend course/training also.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

yes both independent and humanist celebrants need to attend the same training/course to be able to officiate legally marriages

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The mandatory training professional development is essential, but consideration needs to be made how this will be paid for. For example ministers and
registrars, their training is paid for by their employer but as celebrants we are self employed. So training courses need to be flexible to all regarding
payment of that mandatory training.

Consultation Question 32:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Celebrants are currently self employed so this would mean that celebrants would be employed by the Registrar General? This would surely mean in 
essence having more registrars?



 
Celebrants do not just officate at weddings, we conduct baby namings and funerals plus other ceremonies too. This proposal could mean that those
celebrants can remain conducting non legal wedding ceremonies, whilst others become same as registrars. 
 
Alternatively to enable Celebrants to remain as self employed and still be able to carry out weddings legally, then a set price scale needs to be agreed to
be charged

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

i agree there can be a scale of fees

Consultation Question 34:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Do not fully understadnd this question

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes but it would mean reviewing what that means

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It would make sense to have one body

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If you are suggesting the General Registrar Office to approve who can legally marry then it needs to be that body who will withdraw authorisation if
evidence is deemed so.

However, can see sense if it is the organisation who nominated them.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The General Registrar Office needs to include membership of all celebrants ie independent and humanist.

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

but there needs to be provision as to cost ie affordable to all

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There needs to be choice for all couples

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It should be up to the couples to decide.
It should not be up to the provider to determine for example Im aware of person who was divorced was not able to marry for second time in church, and
had to turn to methodist church for their second marriage.
If couple want a religious or partial religious legal wedding carried out by a celebrant, in an outdoor venue, they should be able to.

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It gives couples choice. Im aware that many of my clients want some reference to religion or multi religions during their service, whilst the majority of the
words are modern ie non religious. Some have wanted this to give a 'nod' to their family members. so this proposal would satisfy everyone.
This happens within the funeral services I conduct too. Its about the clients wishes and beliefs/values; and not that of who is officiating.

Please share your views below:

it all depends on the couples views and beliefs

Consultation Question 46:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

it will give more choice, and be more relevant to couples ie where they first met, or favourite destination, or accessible with accommodation for guests

Please share your views below:

The law should be around the officiant and not the venue



Consultation Question 49:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

No

Please expand on your answer:

I would like to see it up to the couple requesting the style of wedding and where they want it performed. It has to work both ways.

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

there does need to have some boundaries to ensure it is seen as official and not a mockery

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

unsure but perhaps
general registrar office
there could be procedures set out which need to be followed
if the responsibility ie registration of licence falls to the officiant only ie not the venue, then it would be that officiant to ensure the venue is suitable ie
follow a check list

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences



Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Overall we need a more up to date and streamlined process around weddings. It needs to be moved over to online process, and there needs to be more
bodies who can physically officiate legal weddings and not just ministers or registrars. There is a need for all celebrants (both independent and
humanists) to perform legal marraige services and available to everyone, and in a venue and style of their choosing. This would avoid discriminating so
many as it currently does.

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Would like to see all celebrants able to perform legal weddings in any venue including on board vessel on water. As long as the vessel is sea-worthy then
assume it is safe to conduct wedding, but would like to see guidance around size of vessel ei cruise ship, yatcht, houseboat, sailboat for example but not
Dinghy types

Consultation Question 71:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Havent been asked for this so cannot comment

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(1) the same fee as other cases in which the registration officer must travel to the person giving notice, set nationally on a cost-recovery basis; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

but it needs to be affordable

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

My clients have told me they would prefer the ceremony I am conducting was legally binding, and not have to go through the legalities of marriage at 
registrar's office beforehand. 
 
Couples have told me they want bespoke ceremonies that capture them as individuals and as a couple, to include their heritage, interests and their 
beliefs in a variety of styles and themes; which ministers and registrars are not able to do, or have the time to do so. Couples have told me they want 
choice to decide, and like the fact as a Celebrant I can write a bespoke ceremony just for them and about them only, and not having to choose 
words/vows from a book in a venue of their choosing whether inside or outdoors. 



The majority of my bookings have been for outdoor wedding ceremonies, which evidences it popularity. 
 
I believe the current law discourages couples from getting married, it would seem they only have 2 choices ie church or registry office which both have
limitations. It discriminates against couples who want to have a non-religious wedding recognised as legally married performed outside. It also
discriminates against those who want to marry who have different beliefs from having one service. Similarly at what time of the day or night they want
their wedding. 
 
I have couple who have booked me, where the partner is from greece and wants to incorporate some of the greek traditions within their wedding
ceremony. Similarly had inquiry from couple and partner was sikh (both of their partners were non religious) 
 
I have been asked for potential client if a handfasting celtic ceremony is legally binding in the eyes of the law. 
 
I believe your proposals would increase choice, options and increase the number of couples who are legally married.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

1. there is a backlog and great demand for register office weddings, so if all celebrants were recognised to perform legal weddings, then this would work
well from a couples' perspective, and give them greater choice ie not just within register office locations

3. the cost of marrying in registered places of worhip, i believe is compensated by the religious order and not a true sense of costs. This gives couples a
belief that other providers charge too much for their service (this is the case for funerals too).

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

There would be monetary and time savings if all celebrants can legally marry their clients when conducting their wedding ceremonies ie no need to
undertake cost at registrar's office to obtain marriage certificate.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

There is a demand for registrar services for weddings and believe there are insufficient registrars to meet the demand. By allowing all celebrants to
perform legal weddings, this will assist in carrying out the demand, and in particular in locations which the couples want and in the style they want.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



4. as independent and humanist celebrants are self employed, there needs to be consideration as to affordability if allowing us to legally marry clients
and the course/training we would attend.
5. it is assumed, that the costs in 4. would be passed onto the couples, so this needs to be considered when considering costs.
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I was married 59 years ago in a roman catholic church wedding. my wife is still living.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:



None

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

I agree

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

I agree

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

I agree

Consultation Question 27:



Please share your views below:

I agree

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

They should exclude locations where the dignity of marriage takes second place to publicity or entertainment.

Please share your views below:

see my comments on previous question

Consultation Question 49:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

I can see no problems regarding the validity of marriage in the above circumstances

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See my earlier comment re the dignity of the ceremony

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Don't know

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(2) there should be no fee.

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Whilst I do agree with this it does not go far enough. The duty seems to be limited in its application. It seems to relate only to the conduct of the officiant
and not to the content of the marriage ceremony.
I feel that the officiant should have wider responsibilities to ensure that the content and tone of the ceremony upholds the dignity and solemnity of
marriage. After all, the parties are entering into a life long commitment.
These proposals need to be defined in more depth. What exactly is meant by 'dignity' and 'solemnity'.

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is ridiculous that we are even considering allowing someone to get married when they are not present at the ceremony. Couples could say anything
they liked or say nothing at all.
This risks undermining the solemnity of marriage and the commitment being made.
Couples are allowed now to add their own words to the ceremony so what is wrong in asking them to say some specific phrases as well. The couple need
to understand that they are freely consenting to a lifetime commitment.
We need to remember that a wedding ceremony is not just about the couple. They are entering into a union which society understands and has been
legally defined.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As I stated previously a marriage ceremony is a serious undertaking.
The idea that a couple should be able to choose everything about the marriage ceremony comes from an incorrect understanding of marriage.
A wedding is a public declaration in which society and the state have an interest.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The open doors requirement was introduced many years ago as a protection against forced marriage. This is still a problem in our society.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Due to the solemnity and the seriousness of the undertaking couples take, venues should
not simply be allowed because the couples getting married want them.
Would you allow them in Costa coffee or the local fish and chip shop?

in the air, and/or

Please share your views below:

See previous answer

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I do agree that the location should be safe and dignified. However, I do not have confidence that this will be the case. There is no clarity how you will
arrive at this criteria for a wedding venue.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

The terms are not specific enough.

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUAJ-X

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Northamptonshire County Council

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Response on behalf of an organisation

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

n/a

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

n/a

No

Please expand on your answer:

n/a

No

Please expand on your answer:

n/a

No

Please expand on your answer:

n/a

Consultation Question 2:



Please share your views below:

No as a customer who works for Registration and married in Northamptonshire they report that they found the process simple from the initial booking,
Notice of marriage and ceremony planning, ceremony to be streamlined as well as being meaningful and personal.

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Whilst we don’t openly take direct feedback about the process during Covid 19 we take indirect feedback which has been linked to the government not
allowing marriages to take place at certain points of the pandemic. Not in regards to the processes currently in place to marry in England.
As a service we have supported our venues and customers at all point of the pandemic

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

We do not have strong opinions on this requirement. Although it will make it easier for couples to give notice not having to prove this.

Consultation Question 5:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Whilst we believe this would make things easier for the customers this could this increase forced/ sham marriages.

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

We do not have strong opinions on this however it would allow customers more flexibility and also reduce the need for waivers which create work for the
LRS and additional costs for the customer.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

We do not think this is a negative change however it raises the question in regards to how would registrars check the validity of documents? Also we
would lose the ability to spot a sham/forced, seeing them face to face is a better indicator

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

We have no opinions on this, they are not that common so would not be a big issue either way.

Consultation Question 9:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

We agree but would need a secure way that satisfies GDPR etc.

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Agree. However, during the pandemic it would have been helpful for the government to have a process in place to extend some to last longer to enable
couples to use it after the pandemic settles.

Consultation Question 11:



No

Please expand on your answer:

(1) No we do not agree this is practically possible.
(2) No we do not agree this is practically possible.
The reason for the above is if they are not using a celebrant as an officiant then the LRS may not know which member of staff is going to cover this
ceremony. Rotas' are not published that far in advance.
It also isn’t realistic to suggest the LRS would be able to issue an amended schedule to take to the ceremony at such short notice following a change of
officiant.

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes we agree that needs to happen.

Please share your views below:

We do not agree nor see a useful purpose

Consultation Question 13:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This does not really effect the LRS

Consultation Question 14:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

We do not have an opinion on this.

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

We do not have an opinion on this.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

We do not have an opinion on this.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

We feel they should both attend either together or separately otherwise this leaves room for the potential of forced marriage if not both seen, designated
offices appointments should continue to be seen together to observe interaction.

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

We don’t see why this needs to change as if all preliminaries were civil it would put more pressure on the LRS.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

But the officiants should be the LRS, who already have experience in all of the above and their is a national framework for a consistent approach from a
customer journey perspective

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

If this is the case then why can’t local registration officers also be officiants? We only agree if this is across the board and not just for the clerks in Holy
orders and the Church of Wales.

Consultation Question 23:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

(1) Yes
(2) We do not feel supported on this as we do not feel there is enough framework within this review to mitigate against sham, forced, arranged marriages.

Consultation Question 24:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes we agree.

Yes a list of all the non-religious belief organisations would be useful for this purpose.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

(1) This should be a customer led decision and shouldn’t be automatically nominated by the religious and Non-religious organisation.
(2) This should be a customer led decision and shouldn’t be automatically nominated by the religious organisation.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

The law should expressly exclude organisations and non religious organisations promoting purposes that are unlawful or contrary to public policy or
morality

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

This should be a customer led decision and shouldn’t be automatically nominated by the religious and Non-religious organisation.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes we agree although at present we check and confirm this and this works well for the LRS.

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

We feel there should be a national pricing structure to ensure that it is consistent across the board for all officiants and LRS otherwise it makes it an
unlevelled playing field and unfairly gives the advantage to the Officiants due to overheads etc

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

1)Yes
(2)See answer to question Q25, 26 and 27.

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Other



Please expand on your answer:

Yes - but there should also be a consistent level of service and quality that is externally monitored (The LRS currently have assessments from GRO ETC)
and are done regularly enough to ensure that best practice is conducted.

Consultation Question 40:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No we think this should be time limited and related to how many ceremonies they officiate over and they would then be required to have refresher
training etc.

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

(a)Yes this should be done.
(b) We believe this should still be a requirement as this adds an extra level of security in regards to objections being made.

(2) Yes
(3) We believe it should still contain and expression of consent along with signature on the schedule.
(4) We believe it needs to be formed when the signing of the schedule happens

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes this should be customer led but both parties should consent they are happy to marry during the ceremony.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes we agree this should be included if requested.

Specific examples of this include religious music ( Ava Marie )
Church wedding vows – to have and to hold, etc.

Reading such as the Corinthians.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:



Other

Please expand on your answer:

We feel that taking this away would make committing bigamy easier for people as there would be less consequence to this if you knew that the chance of
someone coming into your wedding and objecting was taken away.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes as long as it is risk assessed and is a safe and appropriate place for a wedding.

(1) Yes
(2) Yes taking into consideration the above.
(3) Yes taking into consideration the above
(4) Yes taking into consideration the above.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Yes – although this would effect the “open door policy” if not accessible then it is a “closed door” policy.

Consultation Question 50:

Other

Other

Other

Please expand on your answer:

(1) We believe they should be able to have either ceremony in either venue.
(2) We believe they should be able to have either ceremony in either venue.
(3) Yes we believe the should be able to officiate at weddings.

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No we feel this should be the LRS responsibility if it is a officiant sent by the LRS. We can then ensure the visit is consistent with our own H&S checks.

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, any officiant should check the venue on arrival. However guidance needs to be made to make this consistent. We feel the LRS should have this
responsibility to ensure that the venue is fit for purpose and proper Health and Safety assessments are completed.

Consultation Question 53:

Other

Please expand on your answer:



We agree.

1. The LRS
2. Similar to what we already have in place to ensure the process is robust.

Please share your views below:

We agree.

1. The LRS
2. Similar to what we already have in place to ensure the process is robust.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes – In Wales only. The likelihood of officiants in England being to speak and understand Welsh is low.

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes. However it might be a shame that some element of tradition will be lost.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

The absence of witnesses should render a marriage void as it could increase the risk of marriages of convenience for visa purposes, etc….If the schedule
is not signed the marriage should be void.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Assuming this is the “Islamic ceremony 20 years ago” that is being referred to?
Currently if it’s more than 7 years ago they cannot get married with our legal proceedings, assuming this means that unless they have gone through what
has been decided “ceremony – signing etc” they can do this.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

see above



Consultation Question 60:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

We do not have an opinion on this.

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

No – these should continue.

Consultation Question 63:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No, we don’t agree. The healthy party does this on their behalf.

Consultation Question 64:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No, we do not agree. – signing the schedule regardless of reasons should be allowed, this being able to be produced instantly in the cases of an RG
should be possible

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

1. Yes
2. Yes, as long as this was done securely. This would need to be regulated.
3. As above.
4. As above.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:



Other

Please expand on your answer:

We have no strong opinion on this.

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

We agree.

Consultation Question 71:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

1. We agree.
2. We agree.

Yes, they should be subject to the same rules. They should be void if not undertaken by a registered officiant.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, they should be subject to the same rules. They should be void if not undertaken by a registered officiant.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, they should be subject to the same rules. They should be void if not undertaken by a registered officiant.

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

We are not aware of any demand.

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, we agree to this – it should continue but be a more realistic cost (it’s currently about £2 so the LRS effectively lose money on them

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 



Please expand on your answer:

This should be a separate fee from other forms of giving notice.

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, we agree it should be set by the LRS.

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, we agree it should be set by the LRS.

Consultation Question 80:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This would need to be decided in line with the upper ceiling for fees charged by celebrants so that we are able to remain competitive.

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No we feel this should not be the same as it is not a full ceremony and therefore the couple would be at a disadvantage being charged more. This should
be a fixed fee to reflect the ceremony type as it is now within our LRS.

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

(1) No we do not believe that to be the case.
(2) No we do not believe it will increase the couples legally getting married as we feel the proposal takes away all tradition and values that marriage
currently provides. Whilst the flexibility to marry wherever and to personalize the ceremony may offer further customer choice some other parts of the
proposal we feel are a step too far and will have a detrimental impact on the LRS financially as well as what the meaning of marriage is to our customers.



Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

(1) Availability is mainly effected due to demand in venues and as an LRS we will increase staffing to accommodate based on this demand under the
current law.
(2) In regards to the cost if couples wish to get married they will be willing to pay what it costs. If they do not wish to marry they will not pay.
(3) As above.
(4) Our LRS charges the same fee for a celebration ceremony regardless of where it is taking based.
(5) Obviously under the current law this is an extra cost if part of the law was changed to enable marriage to take place anywhere this part of the new
proposal would reduce this cost.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

(1) The introduction of schedules will increase the availability as only one staff member is required. We feel the current proposal will not make savings for
us as an LRS but create losses as couples may now not opt for a registrar office wedding when they have the choice to do it anywhere. Therefore,
reducing the need to come to the RO and use an independent officiant instead.
(2) no cost saving for the customer as the fee for a safety visit is incurred by the venue at the time of licensing. The couple would still need to arrange and
pay for a visit to assess the location if it was outdoors or in a private home.
(3)If couple are granted approval to get married anywhere under the proposal then they wouldn’t be required to have 2 separate weddings therefore a
saving will be made there.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

(1) No impact on venues as if they choose to become an approved premise they will pay the fee and undergo the process to do so. This current process
does now limit them from holding legal ceremonies but actually enables them to do so and by doing so it makes their venue exclusive due to the fact it
can hold them.
(2) Availability is mainly effected due to demand in venues and as an LRS we will increase staffing to accommodate based on this demand under the
current law.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

(1) Benefit for venues would be a reduction in cost.
(2) The introduction of schedules will increase the availability as only one staff member is required. (this is not part of the proposal but already a piece of
work that is due Spring 2021).
(3) Yes this part of the proposal will increase customer choice and allow this.
(4) For the LRS business opportunities will significantly reduce as LRS will struggle to compete with independent officiants and approved venues will lose
the exclusivity of being an approved premises if the law allows you to marry anywhere so it could have a negative impact financially on local venues as
customers may opt for somewhere else as they now are able to do this (for example at home – less cost)

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

The impact of the current law means that customers cannot get married anywhere they like. This can restrict couples in their choices. They do not get as 
much personal choice in regards to the content of the ceremony with the current law. 
 
The benefits would be minimal as this scheme would see our business decimated and would put a stop to LRS conducting any approved venue marriages 
as we wouldn’t be able to compete with celebrants, this would significantly reduce the income for all LRS across the board and any income that has in the 
past been ploughed back into children’s or adult’s services would be gone. This income also covers the loss LRS make on the statutory functions of 
registrations. 
 
The benefits of the proposed scheme would allow customers more choice in regards to content and location however it feels as though the tradition 
(declaratory and contracting words) would be lost and the solemnity of marriage quashed. 
 
Why not allow LRS to marry couples anywhere and with more content choice along with the improvements to the preliminaries process which gives the 
LRS an oversight of the whole process ensuring it is legal and dignified as marriage should be. Any issues would be managed at local level and escalated 
to GRO as appropriate. 
A draw back to this proposed scheme could see non ethical practices being carried out with very little monitoring and regulation. Quality checking (which 
is currently carried out by LRS’s) will not be done by GRO and this means that it leaves the door open for independent celebrants to do as they please. It 
will allow informal arrangements to be made with venues and celebrants to ensure that the venue gets a preferred celebrant to cover all their ceremonies 
to keep up with demand. 



It would also mean that staff who are multi skilled to cover ceremonies and registrars work could no longer conduct ceremonies due to the conflict of
interest meaning highly trained staff will de-skill in that area.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

(1) The current preliminaries process does make it more difficult to get married in other jurisdictions – So streamlining the process for preliminaries
would make this easier for couples.
(2) The current process for designated office preliminaries allows couples the flexibility to travel wherever they wish to give notice which is a positive
however they also have to prove their status to be in the country and the notice period is longer which can be up to 70 days which discriminates from the
standard process.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

(1) as above streamlining the process for preliminaries would benefit couples.
(2)as above.

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

We have no views or knowledge on this.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

Northamtponshire Registration service is a self funding service. The revenue from wedding ceremonies fund the staff for the service, and for the
Registration Service to deliver births and death registrations at a loss. If this proposal is implemented ALL LA’s will have to fund Registration moving
forward.
This proposal will also cost a large number of staff their jobs. Ceremony officers who are currently employed by the Local authority and do not wish to set
up their own business as an independent celebrant due to not wanting the responsibility that comes with being self-employed (tax, accounts etc.) will
struggle to earn a living working for the local authority. This is because as a local authority we will not be able to offer the quantities of work we currently
do to staff. It will also impact all other staff within registration service taking away a large proportion of work that is available currently, so will impact staff
financially and mentally, due to the stress and worry this proposal being accepted will bring.

(1) Unknown
(2) Unknown
(3) Minimal cost to celebrants as they stand to gain the most from having the monopoly on all ceremonies across the county.
(4) Couples we feel the cost would not change much as celebrants will still be charging a competitive rate and knowing what LRS’s have charged in the
past we imagine they will pitch themselves at a similar level. The cost benefit to the customer is minimal.



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YDQD-Q

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-04 14:15:05

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Responding on behalf of an organisation

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not relevant

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not relevant

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not relevant

Consultation Question 2:



Please share your views below:

Not relevant

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Not relevant

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

We believe that the person should be resident in England or Wales but the district is irrelavent, as for foreign nationals now.

Consultation Question 5:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If it is sent by post how do we prove who sent it?

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

To allow for objections/investigations this should be longer - so current arrangement is preferred

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

The interviewee could be abroad in any case. Registration staff are able to "read" a person more easily face to face and would recommend this stays as a
face to face process

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Rarely used. Commonwealth one is repealed anyway

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Unsure why this would be a benefit and having to issue an amended schedule would just add another layer of unnecessary administration

Consultation Question 12:

No



Please expand on your answer:

No benefit - another layer of administration. See above

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Were not aware that this happened - no comment to make

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

And also where the couple live if not in that parish

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Agree to Q 1 and 2

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Agree

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As it is now

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Your proposals indicate that celebrants or officiants can do both. Registration officers should be allowed to officiate at other weddings described in this
consultation. This does not create a level playing field at all and is strongly biased towards officiants/celebrants having what could be perceived as the
"cream of the crop". There is no reason to not allow registration officers to officiate at any wedding.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If and when the MS system is in place



Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

We agree with this proposal.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

We agree with this proposal

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Agree with all of the above

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No



Please expand on your answer:

This does not create a level playing field. There seems to be a bias towards heavily regulating fees charged by registration services but not for this group
and there seem to be no reasons given other than "it would be difficult". As there are 174 registration districts it is difficult to set fees for them as well as
they are all operating very differently.
Research shows that independent celebrants charge on average more than registration services. Celebrants will generally not have the overheads that
registration services have so therefore a set of common guidelines for setting fees would be the best option for all groups providing weddings

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Agree with both statements

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If this is the local authority then there needs to be adequate recompense for resources which will be needed for investigating complaints and instigating
processes for removal of officiants who are not complying

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

And if this is delegated to the local authority a necessary recompense of fees for this purpose

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



This is a fundamental and basic requirement to allow the officiant to establish that the parties clearly consent to marry. It would severely disadvantage
those who may have learning difficulties for example if this was not made very .

The difficulty with just a written schedule arises where there may be issues with language, disability, speech, learning difficulties to it should remain that
there is also a declaration that each person is free to marry as well.

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As long as there is a form of consent and declaration that all parties recognise and would stand up in court

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

A prayer or song/music/reading with religious words for example
Rituals or symbols could also come under this banner

Consultation Question 46:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is the final chance for an objection to be raised and for either of the couple to opt out at the last minute if they so wish

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

14.51 – To a point, the answer is a resounding yes. More unusual and hard to reach locations could cause a problem for Registration staff, some of which
might not be willing to work in these locations. Therefore it could make staffing these ceremonies with our current workforce problematic. There would
need to be resources so that we are able to recruit a more robust workforce so that we can be competitive with Officiant’s.

Please share your views below:

14.52 – Outdoors / inland waters / in the air / private homes: Not limited as long as safe.

Consultation Question 49:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

We fundamentally agree in being able to offer more choice to couples about the location of their wedding ceremony. With this in mind, it seems
justifiable that locations that aren’t open to the public be considered. A robust system should be in place for objections to be raised before the ceremony
date. However, doubts still remain about how this will affect sham and forced marriages.

Consultation Question 50:



No

No

No

Please expand on your answer:

If the point of this consultation is to put the choice back in the hands of the couples, then civil and religious ceremonies should be permitted to take place
in more locations.

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It does not seem to be within an Officiant’s best interest to not approve a wedding location. For ceremonies happening in approved venues and
Registration Offices, there is clear accountability if anything was to go wrong. What level of liability will an Officiant have for the ceremony and for looking
after the welfare of the couple and guests. It is stated in paragraph 7.49 that Registration Officers are afforded protection around health & safety
considerations due it being part of their employment, how does this not extend to an Officiant? They are also being employed for the ceremony. So
therefore similar consideration should be taken, which might be in direct contradiction to them chasing a fee.

Consultation Question 52:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It does not seem to be within an Officiant’s best interest to not approve any venue requested by a couple as being safe and dignified. With this service
being ran as a business, potentially unsafe (for staff, couples and guests) ceremonies would be permitted in the search for bookings. There is a big
distinction between a location being deemed as ‘safe’ and ‘dignified’. A location being classed as ‘dignified’ for ceremonies can very well be a subjective
decision being made by the officiant and the couple. This seems more within the scope of the experience of these parties to come to this decision.
However, when it comes to the question of someone deeming a location to be safe for potentially hundreds of people this becomes a question for
someone suitably qualified. Currently Registration Services have the support of a local authority health & safety team to work through, with the venue,
current health & safety protocols. At the very least, The Health and Safety Executive would need to be satisfied that Officiant’s were proficient in health &
safety law and who is responsible if something was to go wrong at a ceremony.

No

Please expand on your answer:

Providing advice on how to assess a location is all well and good, however how will be overseen to ensure that the advice is being followed? Will the
General Register Office spot check wedding locations? Will local authorities have to maintain oversight of this activity? Both of these come with associated
costs, none of which will be coming from the couple getting married. There are so many unknowns when it comes to opening up ceremonies to be able to
go ahead anywhere, not least that someone could get hurt, or worse at a ceremony because an officiant has put profit above

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It is agreed that it would not be a good use of anyone’s time to be visiting and approving venues that are frequently used for wedding ceremonies.

We would agree that this should fall to local authorities, being able to call on previous experience and links to health & safety departments to aid in this
task. It would also provide one point of contact for these venues to deal with regarding any issues relating to the venue’s suitability for ceremonies.

However, if compiling and updating this list of approved venues falls to the local Registration Services and can then be accessed by any officiant, how will
this activity be funded? If Registration Services will be in direct competition with other officiants, it does not seem like good business to be providing the
competition with this information. Could a possible solution be to have a subscription system to access this pre-approved list?

Please share your views below:

However, if compiling and updating this list of approved venues falls to the local Registration Services and can then be accessed by any officiant, how will
this activity be funded? If Registration Services will be in direct competition with other officiants, it does not seem like good business to be providing the
competition with this information. Could a possible solution be to have a subscription system to access this pre-approved list

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:



No

Please expand on your answer:

The details should be added to the schedule prior to the ceremony.

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

The law does not take in to account that It often can be difficult or slow to contact and to obtain the required information/forms from individuals such as
doctors or prison governors for example.

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

The vessel would need to be appropriately safe and of sufficient size to allow for the officiant and witnesses to complete the ceremony. It would need to
maintain the dignity and solemnity of the occasion

Consultation Question 71:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:



Please share your views below:

We have not been subject to such enquires in our service

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Fees should take into account the whole cost of running the service, so support costs must be factored in.

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

These cases are on an exceptional basis and it is likely that the service will be able to stand the cost.

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The fee should take into account all costs to run and support the service such as support staff/ICT packages etc

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The fee should take into account all costs to run and support the service such as support staff/ICT packages etc

Consultation Question 80:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It would be difficult to set a standardised hourly rate. Each registration service has different operating costs, travel times and fees should reflect this when
they are being set. Guidance can be provided to registration services on how to calculate this fee however.
It is noted that there are no questions relating to fees set by celebrants or other officiants and this does not create a level playing field. It would not be
acceptable for there to be no regulation for these groups simply because they are "commercial" suppliers where as a local authority is not and cannot be
seen to make a "profit".
Many celebrants charge fees way over and above what a large number of registration services and religious establishments charge, so we fail to see how
there would be significant saving for the couple.
Given that the fee for the registration officer/celebrant/religious official are generally in the £100s rather than the £1000s then this is a very small
proportion of the whole ceremony cost generally. There seems to be a disproportionate amount of questions related to registration office fees and none
relating to other officiants.

Consultation Question 81:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Discretionary services are just that. There is no obligation for the customer to use the service and they can "shop around" for a price that is suitable.

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

This can be set on compassionate grounds and as described in an earlier response these ceremonies are by exception and it is likely the service can stand
the cost of them

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

There is no evidence to suggest that there a vast amount of discouragement

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

1. Register Office weddings are increasing and many couples are having what the describe as their "proper" wedding at a place that is not authorised. The
service has seen a 100% increase in register office weddings in the last 2 years and many of these couples are not struggling financially to afford a
ceremony. This has led to a lack of spaces for couples who may not be able to afford anything other than a register office ceremony. However, our service
will extend the register office offering where necessary.
2 . The cost of registration officers attending an approved premises is a very, very small part of the cost of the whole wedding, given that the average cost
is circa £30k and the average fee for our service is around £400. It is a matter of choice where couples marry and many venues offer deals. Registration
Offices (eg those owned by the local authority) offer an alternative, better priced venue in good accommodation.
3. The cost of marrying in registered places of worship can be high depending on what the couple want, but again their is choice
4. Couples cannot legally marry in locations not authorised for weddings. However, we note that the costs of celebrants is unregulated and generally
higher than many registration officers attending (circa £800 - £1000 in our area). It seems the desire to "marry outdoors" or at a location personal to the
couple is very strong at the moment and the concern is that the "style" in some cases outweighs the solemnity and gravity of the legal change to status.
5. A legally recognised wedding offers security and recognition to both parties and can be in a a register office at the statutory fee.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

1. Please see note from previous answer with regard to many register office weddings being the precursor to alternative celebrations after the legal
marriage. As should also be noted many couples in our district are clearly not financially disadvantaged and have told us about their celebrations
afterwards. £46 for those who are less financially well off is a reasonable fee. Availability is always an issue as the service will have to balance its other
activity, but our service will make exceptions.
2. The cost for approval of a venues is small in proportion to the turnover for many venues and given that a licence can be offered for up to 5 years seems
to offer little advantage to the couple. Changing the approval process to offer a one off "licence" for other venues such as homes or outdoor spaces
would be advantageous to the couple and a relatively simple process for a registration service to assess for a small fee. I don't see any huge saving for the
couple in this respect , but back to choice - a couple can have pretty much what they wish to suit their own financial situation.
3. A couple may have a legal ceremony at a register office so therefore this cost is reasonable.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

1. Attendance of registration officers at Approved Venues is costed to reflect the registration officers time and travel plus any on-costs associated with 
running the service. This includes all support staff, premises costs, system costs etc to ensure that the service can be provided. 
2. Registration officers are able to attend at any time of day but demand generally seems to be at 1 or 2pm at weekends. When the MS is implemented 
this will vastly increase the number of registration officers available to attend a ceremony and will improve availability. Registration services have



professional business continuity plans I place that are used if there is an absence of a member of staff or other interruption to service

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

This may increase the demand for ceremonies and as mentioned before the availability of registration staff will increase dramatically when the MS is
implemented. If the range of venues increases then there will doubtless be more opportunities for couples who may want to marry in their own home or
at a special place for them without having to tie in a licence for up to 5 years

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

The current law is fine as it stands for LAs

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

LAs would probably see a decline in income derived from ceremonies if registration officers are not permitted to officiate at some ceremonies and
although registration services do not make a "profit" any income they derive is put back into the service or LA to maintain services and choice to the
public.

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No impact

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No impact

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No impact

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No significant impact

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

It would appear that there will be costs to be borne for these changes as there are with any changes.
It is important to note, however that any new work that is placed with the local authority is costed and funded appropriately and some of these costs may
not appear until after the scheme is in place. For example complaints about independent officiants would probably come to the LA even if it is clear that
they are "independent" and this would require a resource to investigate and deal with it.
Couples would not necessarily benefit greatly from any reduced costs. Costs of celebrants, registration officers etc form a very small part of most
weddings (if the average cost of a wedding is now £31k). Registration services offer a good range of other options for marriage at their own premises to
suit all budgets and if the law was change to de-regulate premises rules as proposed then the registration service should be allowed to take advantage of
this.
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Yes, such flexibility seems practical and fair.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

No

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes, as a safeguard.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

That appears to be sensible - to have a parallel system to the C of E one.

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:



Yes - if an organisation "promotes purposes that are unlawful or contrary to public policy or morality" then they shouldn't be permitted to nominate
officiants (assuming what is lawful, public policy and considered moral remains credible).

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Without limiting fees, there would be a tendency for nominated officiants to make a business of officiating at weddings and elevating the making of
profits above the expression of their beliefs. It is also likely to cause people getting married significant extra outlay and could even dissuade people from
marrying in the first place. This would not be a good occasion to rely on Market Forces alone.

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

For reasons of clarity and to avoid conflicts of interest.

Consultation Question 35:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, but how?

The terms "dignity" and "solemnity" mean very different things to different people, so some concrete (and enforceable) guidance should be issued.
Examples: Someone would consider a couple dancing in church undignified. Someone else would consider naked skydiving to have adequate dignity, or
that getting married in a public toilet (where the couple first met) was appropriate.

Yes, as 3.33 and 3.57 withdrawing authorisation from an officiant who "failed in their duties and responsibilities" seems good, but there is a need for a
concrete measure of "the dignity and solemnity of marriage" to be able to judge when the failure has occurred.

Consultation Question 36:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

So long as the guidance is sufficiently concrete and specific, and doesn't merely use general and subjective terms.

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Concrete (and enforceable) guidelines/requirements should be issued.

Otherwise ludicrous or (to some) undignified weddings are likely to occur. Examples: Someone might wish to get married while skydiving naked, or get
married in a public toilet (where the couple first met).

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Prayers or Bible readings, for example, seem fine.

Consultation Question 46:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Someone might, at a later date, wish to have a religious service even if they have had a civil one previously.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A wedding should be "open for inspection" since the legal process and nature of marriage has an impact on society - it isn't merely a private concept.
Also, if weddings can occur behind locked doors wouldn't that make forced or sham marriages more likely?

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

eg, Some people would want to marry in a public toilet (where the couple first met). Some guidance is required.

Please share your views below:

If in private homes, would the ceremony still be open to the public? Also, some aerial ceremonies would be difficult for members of the public to attend.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage should be done "in public".

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Partly agree - so long as within guidelines.

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Provided "dignified" is concretely defined - it is a relative/subjective term completely open to interpretation.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Only if in addition to paper registration

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If there are no witnesses and/or the schedule hasn't been signed, did a marriage occur?

This proposal opens the opportunity for someone to claim they have married someone when that isn't the case.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This might not be possible if one person is dying in hospital.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

"long period of time" and "believed to be married" are too vague.

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, if the registration officer can visit them if required.

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is sometimes v hard to predict how long someone with a terminal illness has to live.

Consultation Question 66:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It would be a safeguard to at least get a doctor's letter about a person being seriously ill and isn't unreasonably difficult for the couple to obtain.

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Royal Navy ships

Consultation Question 71:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

No

Please expand on your answer:

"as soon as is reasonably possible" is too vague.

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Would seem like an unfair tax on ill health for a housebound person.

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YU7Z-4

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-04 14:28:03

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:



No

Please expand on your answer:

The support of the state for marriage is a good thing.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes as long as they are required to attend at a later date before the wedding at the registration office of the district in which they live.

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Seems reasonable

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Interviews should always be in person.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

AT present registration officers often officiate at weddings in church buildings that are registered for weddings but where there is no Authorised Person
to register the wedding because weddings are infrequent. This works in practice and there is no good reason to change that. That may also be true for
other places of worship. It is a good thing to identify the state with branches of the community.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I can't see any reason for the need for more than one

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I presume that is the situation at present and I can see no reason for changing it.

Consultation Question 23:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, but not to the exclusion of civil local registrars officiating at weddings in places of worship where the building is registered for weddings but where no
authorised person has been appointed.

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

20 seems a reasonable minimum number.



Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

While I think I understand the general purpose of this point I think it needs to be more specific. 'Contrary to public policy or morality ' is a very
non-specific term. Mark Carney's Reith Lecture on 'credit crisis covid crisis and climate crisis what needs to change' come into this sphere of public policy
or morality as well as economics. Religious organisations could fall foul of this. Your point needs to be more punchy like 'promoting purposes that are
unlawful such as terrorism or undermining the rule of law or aiming to overthrow democracy'. You need to give specifics of what you mean rather than
vague general terms.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

I think named individuals is better. Particular office holders may well prefer other well established members of their organisation to hold the wedding
officiant role.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I presume that is similar or the same as what is done now. It makes sense.

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

My first thought is with regard to the present system as I understand it. If its not broke don't mend it. State registrars are well qualified and well trained
people to register and conduct weddings. If we need more, train more. Religious organisations that I am aware of are particular about marriage
preparation and good at wedding ceremony and celebration , and there are a wide range to choose from. Independent officiants or 'celebrants' as they
will call themselves raise questions of management, of what marriage is about, its purpose and duration beyond a days celebration. It raises an extra tier
of expenditure to the wedding as no doubt there will be the various competing celebrants charges. But my main concern I think is the reduction of the
celebration of the beginning of the intension of lifelong marriage to a personal fun day for two people, to make the day all about their personal
experience for there and then and nothing more. The idea of independent officiants or 'celebrants' conducting weddings without the rigour of state
registrar or religious order discipline behind them alarms me.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The ones I know of do that as part of rigorous taught and supervised training at present.

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This worries me. The idea of setting up officiating at weddings as a profitmaking business.

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As you will have gathered I think that the idea of independent officiants is not a good one, but if there were such a thing then objective monitoring of
officiants needs to be done by the local registry office who have the expertise and the independence to do so. the nominating organisation are not
guaranteed to have either. They are an interested party.

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It seems to me that the present arrangement whereby the intension to marry to made public by being published either at the local registry office or in the
case of the Church of England in a service of public worship and then that there is no legal impediment to the marriage being made clear publicly in the
wedding ceremony is a good one. This is because marriage is more than a private arrangement between two people. Marriage is for the good of society
to which the state gives its support as endless studies have shown. The public legal support helps to prevent marriage against someone's will and also
someone marrying who is already married. The public declaration of no impediment has purpose and should not be made a private affair.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I do not agree with the form of the wedding ceremony bring entirely privatised. It seems to me that the state has a responsibility to prescribe words for 
declaration of intent to marry , consent to marry ,and declaration of marriage that should be common to all wedding ceremonies. Thus providing some 
simple basic structure to the ceremony. I understand the desire of the Law Commission to preserve the dignity and solemnity of the marriage but there is 
no indication of how you do that when personal choice is the overriding criteria. The state has an obligation to provide a basic structure. I am concerned



about commercialisation of marriage, even more than it already is. One can easily envisage a officiant (celebrant) having a book of say 8 ceremonies to
choose from and priced from basic to very expensive with modifications extra. Choose your own wedding ceremony with no clear structure or content
provided by the state is worrying.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I have been at a civil marriage service conducted by a registrar at which the couple to be married had requested prayer for their marriage by an ordained
Christian cleryman. This was refused. That seemed to me to be a pity. A lot of mainly secular people pray. Prayer for at the point of a very significant and
irreversible and desired change in life seems valid and not a massive intrusion into an otherwise secular ceremony.

Please share your views below:

I have given an example above.

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The point of the doors being open is to allow public access because weddings are not private events. They have public significance as argued elsewhere.
Doors should remain open. This is important.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Weddings should only take place in registered locations. Those locations should be 'safe and dignified'. It should up to the state to establish what safe and
dignified actually means not a host of individual officiants (celebrants) with a commercial interest in wedding events. The state as I see it has to have a list
of registered locations as at present.

Please share your views below:

With regard to the venues listed: Outdoors; yes, in specific registered locations. On inland waters; yes, on moored boats with public access registered for
the purpose. In the air, no. In private homes, no.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is essential that Civil Wedding locations are accessible to the public since a wedding is a public not solely private event as argued above. The investment
of the state in marriage needs to be encouraged for the good of society and the benefit of all.

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Locations should be registered with the state. Application for use as a wedding venue should be made to the registrar. Registrars should decide according
to national criteria. Officiants should make themselves aware of wedding venues in their area.

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Officiants should only use venues that are safe and dignified. But they should only use registered venues that have already been cleared as safe and
dignified.

No

Please expand on your answer:

The assessing and registration of venues should be done by the local registry office according to General Register Office criteria. Those venues can then
be used.

Consultation Question 53:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Locations should be registered as above.

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

i find that acceptable

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I agree with these 4 above but would add 5. if the marriage did not take place in a registered venue.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Yes, but these mistakes should be put right as soon as possible.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I think they are only married if they are married in law

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes provided the weddings are on board vessels registered for the purpose and there is a registrar or authorised person available.

Consultation Question 69:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, provided the cruise ship has a venue registered for the conduct of weddings and a registrar or authorised person

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

In these circumstances it seems to me certain deck officers will need to be authorised by the Registrar General Office to be maritime registrars and
conduct the wedding ceremony according to their training to do so.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is reasonable

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:



This is the kind thing to do

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This should continue to be the normal civil wedding service registrar led and recorded.

Consultation Question 78:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

All proposed wedding venues should first be approved and registered by the local authority. For first time use of a location an inspection fee to be
charged. For subsequent use of the same location already vetted a lower fee.

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

That seems fair

Consultation Question 81:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Examples need to be given

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Lower rate seems fair

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUAX-C

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-04 14:29:22

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

An individual

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:



In the Anglican context:
1) YES
2) NO - not separately

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

YES expressly exclude in these circumstances.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

YES, most definitely - in both the CONDUCT of the solemn ceremony and the CONTENT of the ceremony.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

See my response to 35.

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

YES, indeed.

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I consider simply signing the Marriage Schedule is not enough.

I consider that the SOLEMNITY of the wedding ceremony could be undermined if couples can say anything they like (or not at all). Currently the
PRESCRIBED words are minimal, and couples CAN add to them.

I consider that couples are not at the centre of the Wedding Ceremony "to do their own thing", but to make a public declaration within the context of the
law, and wider society.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Based on the SOLEMNITY of the occasion, the couple should
not be able "to do their own theatricals"; they are not to be the centre-stage of a show, but at the centre of a serious pledge, in the presence of witnesses.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

My response to Q43 indicates the value of "witnesses"; and apart from current Covid restrictions, I consider an 'open door' policy to be a wholesome one.
Marriage is of public significance.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:



No

Please expand on your answer:

In my earlier responses I have expressed the need for the Wedding Ceremony to be in public (not in private), and to be serious and solemn (joyous, but
not flippant).
For a wedding to take place "anywhere" opens the door to flippancy.

outdoors,

Please share your views below:

My wish for openness (Q43) to witnesses must not be thwarted by limiting the public space with locations such as the air, remote islands, and private
homes.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See my previous responses, such as 43 & 48.

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See my response to Q48.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 56:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YFH5-1

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-04 14:34:09

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

My marriage was in full compliance with all legal requirements.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

The growing expertise of IT infrastructures should be used to facilitate this element.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

No other circumstances should be allowed.

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:



Please share your views below:

Yes.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes.

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

There should be such a list in order to 'keep out' spurious bodies.

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Yes.

Consultation Question 27:



Please share your views below:

No

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

outdoors,, on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

There should be limitations inorder to avoid frivolous choices that would undermine the seriouness of the undertaking..

Consultation Question 49:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

No

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(1) the same fee as other cases in which the registration officer must travel to the person giving notice, set nationally on a cost-recovery basis; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(2) there should be no fee.

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUHW-J

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-04 14:46:34

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Old Baptist Chapel Chippenham

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Response on behalf of an organisation

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

It should be at least a month, preferably three months.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Several non conformist churches are registered for marriage ceremonies but do not have a resident registrar and so are dependent on one being called
in. If it were possible to call in a authorised person from another church that would overcome this difficulty.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Could this be expanded to include recognised ministers in non conformist churches?

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Several churches have less than twenty attendees who would like the privilege of having weddings on their premisies nonetheless.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

This is too general and could be a hindrance, if the interpretation of the law was to exclude those churches which hold to the biblical view of marriage and
not to the State's view.



Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Does this mean that those who have officiated at non conformist weddings for many years would be called to undergo training? Also at such a session
which I can see the wisdom of will proper respect be given to those who hold the traditional view of marriage.

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Absolutely!

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:



Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes provided that the holding of the tradit0inal view of marriage is not deemed to be a reason for withholding authorisation.

Consultation Question 39:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

AS above

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes provided that such professional development does not mean coercion against ones conscience.

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This demeans the solemnity and importance of marriage. Public declarations before guests and witnesses should be maintained.

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Things done clandestinely could surely raise questions about commitment



Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences



Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

It surely is imperative that there be witnesses.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(2) there should be no fee.

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUHR-D

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-04 14:53:16

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

 Celebrants

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Family Celebrant leading (at this point ceremonial rather than legal)

Other

Please expand on your answer:

As above

Other

Please expand on your answer:

As above

Other

Please expand on your answer:

As above

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:



NA

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

For the most part all have been cancelled this year due to Covid 19

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Celebrants should have the right to conduct legal aspects to ceremony

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There are couples who are not served well with the two options currently available ie Church recognised or Civil where no religion may be included - there
is more than one faith in this world

Consultation Question 21:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As above

Consultation Question 22:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No firm opinion this does not affect me as a celebrant

Consultation Question 23:

No

Please expand on your answer:

this should be something each officiant has the choice of making - some may wish not to take on responsibility

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There is more than one type of alternative religions

Please share your views below:

no comment

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Some belief systems are not defined by group meetings/worship meetings on a regular basis, for some this is a more personal journey
Do agree with point no 2



Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

No organisation that promotes unlawful policy should be granted these rights

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

NA

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

A good way for this to be regulated

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This too keeps a record of practicing officiants and standards maintained

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This should qualify that costs incurred through training and ongoing professional development need to be borne in mind; also a wedding is not just a
legal transaction so fees may vary depending on elements that may be included in ceremony and this is very personal so will change from couple to
couple

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

see above

Consultation Question 34:

No

Please expand on your answer:

this is about a couples right to choose the ceremony that fits best with them and therefore also their beliefs/non beliefs

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Absolutely



Consultation Question 36:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

On legal aspects yes / content no

Consultation Question 37:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes or governing body appointed

Consultation Question 38:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

see above

Consultation Question 39:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

yes or as above

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUYQ-W

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-04 14:56:02

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Ribble Valley Borough Council but replying on behalf of our public/private partnership organisation - The Ribble Valley Wedding Heaven Partnership. This
represents venues and suppliers in our area.

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Response on behalf of an organisation

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:



A disaster! literally hundreds, probably thousands, of weddings postponed
Registrars office unprepared to deal with the implications,
Initially confusing messaging from the government

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

This seems sensible

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Seems sensible to avoid the unnecessary costs of rescheduling the wedding

Please share your views below:

This makes sense thereby ensuring that a wedding is not cancelled/postponed with all the associated costs and emotional distress

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not sure what you mean by this question, are you suggesting that existing registrars cannot operate in religious weddings? in which case that makes
sense. Thereafter existing registrars should be able to operate as officiants at any venue

Consultation Question 21:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

We are unclear what you are asking, is this one registrar in addition to an officiant? or is the registration officer an officiant? Either way one is sufficient
with a secondary nominate person as 'back up'

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

No

Please expand on your answer:

We believe that authorisation of officiants should be the responsibility of a central/public body

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

We strongly support this to ensure consistency equality and safety,
We strongly endorse 'mandatory' training and CPD

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

In general terms we agree with this, however we do believe that venues (in terms of those existing licenced venues) should be able to offer an option of
an 'in house' officiant. We believe that, contrary to this being a conflict of interest, it could prove a more cost effective option for the couple. We do stress
that this should be an option for the couple and not a condition of that venue hire

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Absolutely, and this is an area of greatest concern.
The registering of an officiant makes sense, it must be regulated, where drumming up business and money becomes involved there is always the
propensity for the rules to be ignored or interpreted to suit. Dignity and safety” are difficult to quantify and regulate. Also, the officiants should be
insured, in the event something untoward occurred



Consultation Question 36:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

If you are referring to 'conduct' in terms of location, then we do not agree with 'Guidance' as this is totally open to personal interpretation. The rules
should be more rigid and regulated to ensure Dignity, Safety and Equality of access.
If this reference does in fact relate to what is said and done then we agree.

Consultation Question 37:

No

Please expand on your answer:

We believe the responsibility of registration, monitoring and potential withdrawal of authorisation should rest somehwere in the public sector. (central or
local government)

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Absolutely!

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Absolutely

Consultation Question 40:

No

Please expand on your answer:

We believe that authorisation should be the subject of periodic review

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This forms part of our argument that officiants should be 'managed' in order to ensure 'dignity and safety'. As the new laws are implemented there will
undoubtedly be many instances that will test systems and procedures, and this, together with ever changing rules and regulations in relation to health
and safety etc means CPD is very important

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Absolutely

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

That freedom is one of the major benefits of your proposals

Consultation Question 44:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This another very positive and welcome proposal

Please share your views below:

Religious songs/music
Prayer

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Most definitely, this is outdated and irrelevant

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Subject to dignity , safety and equality of access being ensured

outdoors,

Please share your views below:

We generally support the relaxation on rules as to where wedding are permitted. Whilst existing venues will lose business as a result, we do recognise
that the proposal makes the possibility of a wider variety of 'on-site' outdoor options available to existing venues

From a venue perspective, the dilly-dallying between indoor/outdoor weddings with the English wedding has been stressful for many years, couples
adamant they want to marry outside regardless and common sense saying that it would probably be better to have it inside. The final decision being the
registrars has been less confrontational than if it is made by the venue. Registrars have a different level of “authority” so have the power to make such
decisions without backlash. Officiants will need the same authority to ensure dignity and safety, although they might risk offending a wedding party.

Consultation Question 49:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Most sensible, a marriage ceremony should be a personal and private occasion

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

We believe that religious ceremonies conducted by religious officiants should be able to take place in non religious venues



Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

We believe that to ensure that dignity and safety are preserved, that some form of central secondary registration should be in place

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

'Should' as a word is ambiguous, and replaced with 'Must' There has to be a responsibility placed on Dignity and Safety as it also should for equality

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Guidance on advice?
Once again the words 'advice' and 'guidance' are too weak and open to individual interpretation. There has to be something stronger or more structured
here

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes most definitely, the need to pre-approve any location could mean additional costs. Pre approval is simply unnecessary for existing licenced venues.
We recommend changing your wording from 'locations that frequently host weddings' to 'previously licenced wedding venues / 'licenced wedding
venues', which begs the question will licencing as we now know it need to continue? We would suggest not, and perhaps replaced with a simple register
of acceptable or approved venues, comprising existing/past licenced venues supplemented over time with additional new venues deemed safe and
dignified.

Please share your views below:

See above, and should automatically comprise existing licenced venues. It should be administered by the public sector, perhaps the GRO, the county
registrar or at local authority level e.g. environmental health

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 58:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

We generally support your recommendations and believe this will increase the number of legal marriages

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

We recognise way that existing laws as interpreted and delivered by the local registrar , cause problems in scheduling and unnecessary costs. We believe
that your proposal will create more opportunities, reduce costs and give venues and customers greater flexibility.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

We believe you proposals, if carefully within a managed structures/system of officiants, will make weddings more cost effective, and deliver better choice

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

The availability of registrars, including in terms of timings has been an ongoing problem, as has the necessity to have two registrars for a ceremony

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

We represent the interest of over 20 licenced wedding venues of varying sizes 
 
In terms of the questions above - 
Hosting weddings without requiring Government pre-approval; - we presume you mean licencing? in which case this would be a financial benefit to each 
business but particularly those of low volume capacity.



 
The availability of registration officers for civil weddings; - The availability of registrars has always been an issue. 
 
The ability of venues to host weddings officiated by religious officiants, and (if enabled by Government to officiate at weddings) non-religious belief
organisations and independent officiants; - Yes this opens up new opportunities 
 
The business opportunities arising from an increase in the number of weddings in England and Wales. - Yes in the wider sense this is extremely exciting
as weddings form an important part of our visitor economy, resulting in repeat visits and deep economic value

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

We can only echo the experiences of our private sector partners above

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

We recognise the potential economic benefits of more weddings, as they are already an important economic driver locally

We support greater freedom for people to get married how and where they choose but (as a local authority for this question) have concerns about how
dignity, safety and equality will be preserved.

We also recognise that the new scheme of officiants and location approval could potentially be delivered efficiently at a more local (district council) level.

(just as a footnote with nowhere else to mention this we are concerned about the availability alcohol and its place (or not\) in the wedding ceremony and
its potential impact on the dignity of the event, this concern was mentioned by many of our partners and an example of where 'guidance' on dignity
needs to be rules)

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

In terms of tourism potential, there would be benefits from your proposals

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

1. Government and local authorities;
Potential costs incurred for managing officiants and /or registrar of approved premises.

2. Businesses; Potential loss to existing licenced venues

3. Religious (and non-religious belief) organisations' N/A

4. Independent officiants; N/A

5. Couples. - greater choice including more cost effective options
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

PBCC

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

These have generally been good, but have some experiences of marriages being delayed due to the COVID-19 pandemic. This does cause stress on the 
couple and their families. Because the marriage is held up, the couple are unable to start their new life together. As we do not live together prior to



marriage in accordance with our Biblical beliefs, any delay is causing unnecessary upheaval to the couple. 
It would be much easier and would reduce infection risk if ceremonies could be held in our houses. 
A simpler and speedier process of obtaining marriage certificates would also be helpful.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This proposal makes it easier for persons travelling to England to get married.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Again simplifies the arrangements for getting married.

Consultation Question 6:

three days;

Please expand on your answer:

Three days would be adequate.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

We would agree with and support this proposal.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

We agree with this proposal.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This proposal is acceptable.

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

We agree with this.

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

We would have two officiants registered and available to ensure there is no delay in the vent of the first officiant being unable to attend through illness,
traffic delays or any other reason.

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



We would agree with this.

Please share your views below:

This is agreeable provided they are available and happy, if the couple request it.

Consultation Question 13:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not applicable

Consultation Question 14:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not applicable.

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

This is not applicable,

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

This does not apply.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Not applicable

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

This does not apply.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is agreeable. The officiant would be the current Authorised Person.
The couple should be ale to choose their officiant from their church if applicable.

Consultation Question 20:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not applicable

Consultation Question 21:

Other

Please expand on your answer:



Not applicable

Consultation Question 22:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not applicable

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

At present the Authorised Person is nominated by the trustees of the registered building
If we move away from this to an officiant based system, then it would be good for the governing authority of that organisation to nominate the officiants.
This could still be the trustees of the registered building or other more centralised entity.

Consultation Question 24:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not applicable.

Please share your views below:

Not applicable.

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No issue with this proposal as we have sincerely held beliefs on marriage.
The sanctity of marriage is paramount in our community.
Couples do not live together prior to marriage,

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

We agree that some organisations should be excluded.
Those that promote unlawful or criminal practises should be excluded
Organisations that have genuinely held Christian beliefs that are contrary to public policy (such as same sex marriage) should not be excluded,.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

This does not apply.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is agreeable.

Consultation Question 29:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not applicable.

Consultation Question 30:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is agreeable.

Consultation Question 31:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not applicable

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

We agree with this proposal as it makes sense.
It would not apply to us as no charge is made for services

Consultation Question 33:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not applicable

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes we agree with this.

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is agreeable.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

We agree with this.

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

We agree with this proposal.

Consultation Question 44:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not applicable

Consultation Question 45:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not applicable.

Please share your views below:

Not applicable.

Consultation Question 46:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

We agree with this proposal.
This would no longer be necessary.

Consultation Question 47:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

We support the repeal of the requirements for a wedding to take place with open doors.
The new process of checking impediments prior to the wedding would eliminate the need to have open doors.
Ceremonies performed in the house should not require the private dwelling to have open doors.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

We would agree broadly with this.
It would mean weddings could take place in the house.
Some of the venues suggested. we would not approve of.
The dignity of the ceremony needs to be maintained.

in private homes.

Please share your views below:

We welcome the proposal that weddings should allowed in private houses.
Many would find it meaningful to have their wedding in their own home.
It would mean that the dignity and solemnity of the occasion can be fully realised without any other distractions.
The occasion can be carried out in the simplicity of the family setting.
It would be more relaxed.
It would facilitate partaking of any food or drink that may be had after the ceremony.
Facilitate photography of the occasion.
There may be other restricted circumstances where this would be an advantage.
It would eliminate situations where new church buildings have not been available for use because they have not been registered or there is no availability
of the registrars to attend.
This provision is already available in Scotland and Northern Ireland.

Consultation Question 49:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not applicable

Consultation Question 50:

Other

Other

Other

Please expand on your answer:

None of these is applicable.

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The officiant would be sensitive as to the couples' wishes as to where they are married.

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes the location should be both safe and dignified.
The safety of the couple and all attendees is paramount.
No risk or inconvenience that would distract from the marriage occasion.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This proposal seems reasonable as long as it foes not become over prescriptive with regards to weddings taking place in houses.

Consultation Question 53:

Other

Please expand on your answer:



Not applicable.

Please share your views below:

Not applicable.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

We agree with this, but it would be helpful if these details could be added BEFORE the wedding ceremony.

Consultation Question 55:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not applicable

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is agreeable.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is agreeable.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

We agree with this.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes this is agreeable.

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

We agree with this.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

We agree with this.

Consultation Question 60:



Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not applicable.

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is agreeable.

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Not applicable.

Consultation Question 63:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not applicable.

Consultation Question 64:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not applicable

Consultation Question 65:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not applicable.

Consultation Question 66:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not applicable.

Consultation Question 67:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not applicable.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not applicable.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not applicable.



Consultation Question 68:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not applicable.

Consultation Question 69:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not applicable.

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Not applicable.

Consultation Question 71:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not applicable.

Consultation Question 72:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not applicable.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not applicable.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not applicable.

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Not applicable.

Consultation Question 74:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not applicable.

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not applicable.



Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not applicable.

Consultation Question 77:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not applicable.

Consultation Question 78:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not applicable.

Consultation Question 79:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not applicable.

Consultation Question 80:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not applicable.

Consultation Question 81:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not applicable.

Consultation Question 82:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not applicable.

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not applicable.

Consultation Question 84:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not applicable.

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals



Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

We welcome the government's proposals
Some persons may have been unable to get married because of COVID or other restrictions/overseas marriages.
We believe in not living together before marriage.
The proposals would facilitate marriage, while it would not impact on the number of our marriages, it may overall which would be good.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Marriage in the home could save money for the couple and the family.
The organisation could save money by not having to open up a large meeting room for a small ceremony.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Not applicable.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Not applicable.

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Not applicable.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Not applicable.

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

The current law is restrictive for persons travelling from overseas to get married in England and Wales.
It would help if the notice period were abolished or reduced from the current 28 days.
The preliminaries could be done online.
The residence requirement could be abolished.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Not applcable.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Marriage in the home could save money for the couple and family.
The organisation would save money by not having to open up and prepare a large meeting room for a small ceremony.
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

n/a

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I was married in a Methodist church, which is recognised by the law.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:



As a Church of England vicar, I have seen the effect COVID 19 has had on weddings. I was due to marry a couple in the summer, and they have postponed
till next year, but are still unsure as to when. Another wedding will take place in October but this has been affected by the constantly changing social
distancing rules. I feel desperately sorry for those couples whose plans have had to be postponed or altered drastically. However I will also marry a
couple in October who are quite happy for there to be only five of us present. I thoroughly enjoy officiating at a wedding, and am saddened at the rules in
force, although compliant.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This could easily be done electronically.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

I would broadly agree.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

This could easily be done electronically.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

As an officiant, I'm not sure I would wish to be identified in this way.

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

No



Please expand on your answer:

Banns are required for a wedding in the Church of England and the Church in Wales, therefore I think that banns called in another nation should be valid
for a wedding held in England or Wales.

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

I believe that banns should be able to be called in any Anglican church that is part of the parish in which the wedding is to take place.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

1. & 2. I agree. This would reduce the likelihood of sham or forced marriages.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Tricky: in my Diocese, this would mean a combined trip of 200 miles for a couple from my parish. I appreciate the need to guard against sham marriages
but in my Diocese this could result in both parties travelling together and making their declarations on the same day, which would be no protection to
one of the couple if they were under duress.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Couples still like to come to church to have their banns read, and some invite parents, children and future witnesses to come with them.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

I would agree that such a list would be needed, but that this should be reviewed at regular intervals.

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Absolutely.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

I would agree, provided that such religious or non-religious belief organisations have provided satisfactory training to its potential officiants.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Ditto my answer to Q27.

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Ditto my answer to Q27.

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I think there should be a table of fees produced, with some local variation dependent on geographical area being operated in.

Consultation Question 34:

No



Please expand on your answer:

I think it is perfectly possible and acceptable for e.g. a Clerk in Holy Orders such as myself to be able to officiate at a religious wedding, but also be able to
be authorised independently. Indeed I would appreciate the opportunity to do so.

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Especially but not only in the early stages of the enactment of these proposed changes, I think that officiants should be authorised for a minimum period,
e.g. five years.

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I definitely agree. While some couples might feel uncomfortable at being married in a religious building, their religious beliefs would be well expressed in
a civil ceremony.

Please share your views below:

Specific examples could be readings, prayers, and blessings.

Consultation Question 46:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not sure. If it will be made possible for religious content to be incorporated within a civil service (Q45) the need for a religious service to follow a civil
service will probably fall out of use. However it may be that for various pastoral reasons, religious content is not incorporated by some couples within a
civil service, in which case the provision of a religious service to be conducted after a civil wedding ceremony should be retained.

Consultation Question 47:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not sure.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

The minimum legal number of persons who can attend a wedding is five, so as long as five persons are able to attend a wedding in future, I see no reason
to limit the kind of venue which can be used.

Consultation Question 49:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The minimum legal number of persons who can attend a wedding is five, so as long as five persons are able to attend a wedding in future, I see no reason
to limit the kind of venue which can be used.

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

No

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I believe that, unlike a hotel or beach or garden or private home, religious venues are specifically designated for religious purposes and should not be
expected to be used for a non-religious wedding under the law. It may however be the choice of the leaders of religious venues to allow their buildings to
be used for non-religious weddings.

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I think the pre-approval process should be mandatory rather than optional.

Please share your views below:

1. The officiant in consultation with the venue manager or similar.
2. There should be a health and safety risk assessment carried out in each location.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I agree with qs 1 & 2, but for qs 3 & 4 I think that if only one of the parties has such knowledge, that the marriage should be rendered void.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I disagree with q2, and feel that a wedding taking place without witnesses being present should be void.

Consultation Question 58:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

As re 1b, see my answer to q57.

Consultation Question 59:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

In principle I agree, although there is the issue of the need for a wedding to be consummated through sexual intercourse.



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I think that in the circumstances, such evidence should be acceptable from a GP, hospital doctor or chaplain.

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

I think there is need for the availability of religious weddings to take place in international waters.

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I feel this would be discriminatory towards those housebound or detained.

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

I don't think there should be any fee at all for this element, given the circumstances.

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This should be set nationally.

Consultation Question 79:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This should be set nationally.

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I feel unable to comment.

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(2) there should be no fee.

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

As a C of E minister, I recently officiated at a 'wedding blessing' of a couple known to me. An outwardly non-religious couple, they wanted me to officiate
at such a ceremony as a way of including God in their marriage, and I was privileged to be able to help. I strongly feel that if religious ministers were able
to conduct weddings in a wide range of settings other than religious buildings only, more such ceremonies would take place. I believe there is a strong
desire of couples seeking to be married to have someone they know to officiate at their wedding, and that to them and me, it makes no sense that
religious ministers cannot marry couples in a wider range of settings.

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This would prevent people being married in churches apart from those were there is someone authorised to marry (non-Anglican in England, is that
correct?)

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

I am not sure what you mean by 'morality'. The citizen's of this nation hold to different moralities and are free to do so. I think you have to state what is
excluded.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The current system gives a proportionate dignity to the specialness of marriage and I think this reduces that.

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No



Please expand on your answer:

Much the same answer as to a previous question. This proposal detracts from the specialness of marriage within society, in my view.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I feel I am repeating the same point. In order for marriage to be esteemed in society as something special, there should be some measure of order
encompassing the freedoms which are being developed. There will be cases where all order is abandoned if this proposal proceeds.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The marriage ceremony is unique - I do not think any other personal event is public - in being public and again this gives it, or perhaps acknowledges, a
special position which I believe should be maintained

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I am in a marriage which is recognised by the law.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

None.



Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

My nephew's wedding has been delayed.

I do not think that the ability to get married should ever be withdrawn, as it is a human right, and could have serious consequences if one party should
die whilst waiting to be able to get married. A minimal wedding with five people (couple, witnesses and celebrant) should always be available.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If circumstances require a marriage to be arranged in great haste a special license can be obtained, but otherwise things should not be rushed to that
extent.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Seems reasonable.

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

If there is a specific reason for great haste a special license could be obtained.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

This should only happen in exceptional situations such as the current pandemic, or where a person isn't physically able to attend.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Seems reasonable.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a public event, so public notification should be required.

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Seems reasonable.

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Seems reasonable.



Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

A wedding should not be delayed or cancelled because the officiant is unavailable on the day.

Please share your views below:

Only with the agreement of the original officiant, e.g. if a relative who is a priest is unexpectedly able to attend and the couple would like him or her to
officiate.

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Can't see the reason for this proposal.

Consultation Question 14:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

There needs to be some arrangements for this possibility.

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Seems reasonable.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Seems reasonable to prevent sham weddings.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Seems reasonable to prevent sham or illegal weddings.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Changing this would detract from church weddings.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Seems very necessary.

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



If couples want prayer or religious music or texts in their ceremonies, it should be taken by a religious minister, who can keep such content to a minimum
if asked.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Can't see any reason for more than one.

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Can't see any reason to change this.

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Seems reasonable.

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Seems reasonable.

Please share your views below:

Yes, should include only organisations which take marriage seriously, rather than are flagrantly silly in nature.

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Seems reasonable.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

This could be subject to abuse; e.g. religious groups which are opposed to homosexual practice or certain medical practices should not be barred from
conducting weddings, but could be targeted under such a proposal.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Seems reasonable, so long as those holding such offices are not self-appointed.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Seems reasonable, so people can check their officiant is properly authorised to officiate.

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Such officials should be properly vetted to ensure they take marriage seriously.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Seems reasonable.

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Seems reasonable.

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Any such profits should be modest to reflect the time and effort put in.

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Independent officials should be subject to the same limits as anyone else, otherwise the seriousness of marriage could be undermined.

Consultation Question 34:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Some officials may be members of religious organisations and happy to conduct both religious and secular weddings. I cannot see any reason why this
should not be allowed.

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This should include the dignity and solemnity of the tone and content of the ceremony and its location, as well as of the conduct of the officiant.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Seems reasonable.

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Obviously independent officiants will need separate oversight.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Necessary.

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Seems reasonable.

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Seems reasonable.

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Seems reasonable.

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

People getting married should be required to actually attend the wedding, and to state orally and in writing that they consent to the marriage. There are
currently minimal required words for which there is already a great deal of flexibility. Changing this could undermine the solemnity of marriage. The
nature of marriage has been understood by society for thousands of years and is legally defined, and the personal preferences of couples should not
override this.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The form and ceremony of the marriage should reflect the dignity and solemnity of marriage, and not just the personal wishes of the couple. Themes of
unofficial weddings have often been frivolous in nature.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Seems reasonable.

Consultation Question 45:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This should only be permitted if the officiant is licensed to conduct religious as well as civil ceremonies and is a member of such a religious organisation.

Please share your views below:

It is already possible to have a religious ceremony with minimal religious content, and couples should go down that line.

Consultation Question 46:

No



Please expand on your answer:

I can't see any reason to repeal this.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Open doors reinforces the public nature of marriage.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Wedding locations should reflect the solemnity and dignity of marriage,. Some unofficial wedding ceremonies have taken place at locations which do not
reflect this and are clearly inappropriate. Would a wedding be permitted at a rubbish tip ?

Please share your views below:

Weddings in the air would not reflect the dignity and solemnity of marriage, as well as the public nature of it as it would be inaccessible to those not
invited.

Weddings in private homes and on water would similarly be inaccessible to those not invited.

Weddings outdoors could reflect the dignity and solemnity of marriage, depending upon venue; as mentioned previously a rubbish tip would not be
appropriate.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a public event and should be accessible to all who wish to attend (and are willing to be respectful).

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

No

Please expand on your answer:

Religious venues should be permitted (but not compelled) to conduct non-religious weddings, entirely at the discretion of the religious group. If
non-religious venues are used for religious weddings, the officiant should be registered to conduct weddings for the religion in question.

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There should be an approval process for one-off wedding locations involving a panel of officials, not just a single person.

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There should be safeguards to ensure that clear tests are met to ensure the location is dignified.

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

There should be clear safeguards in place to ensure the guidance is adhered to.

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This should also apply to one-off locations.

Please share your views below:

There should be an arbitration panel to assess proposed venues against clear guidelines that the venues reflect the dignity and solemnity of marriage.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Where possible these details should be included in advance or at the time. The date and location of the wedding are obviously essential parts of the
record. Allowing names and occupations of mother (as well as or instead of father) is a progressive change, however should not be compulsory if the
couple are over 18.

Consultation Question 55:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Only if the ceremony takes place in Wales, and not in Welsh only as this would make the record inaccessible to non-Welsh speakers.

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

However both persons getting married should be present to register their marriage and should physically sign a printed out document.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

1. Mistakes should be rectifiable after the event (with the consent of both parties). However wilfully using someone else's name for the marriage should
render the marriage void.
2. If not witnesses are present this should render the marriage void, however if they forget to sign at the time they should be able to correct this later.
3. If people forget to sign or register this should be rectifiable after, but if they refuse to do so at the time this should render the marriage void.

Consultation Question 58:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

In 1(b)(i) and (ii) the knowledge of either party should be sufficient to result in a non-qualifying ceremony.

Otherwise agree with this.

Consultation Question 59:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

However there should clearly have been an intention to cohabit in the future within a reasonable timeframe (e.g. after visa issues have been dealt with).

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Couples should only be considered married if they can be proved to have conducted a legally valid marriage ceremony.

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Seems reasonable.

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Seems reasonable.

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Special arrangements in such cases would be reasonable.

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If a person's death is imminent it should be possible to fast-track this to take days or even hours.

Consultation Question 64:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Unable to comment.

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Seems reasonable.

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Seems reasonable.

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:



The couple, officiant and witnesses should all be present at the wedding, other than due to incapacity (and therefore complete inability to attend in
person) of one or both persons getting married.

No

Please expand on your answer:

Only those prevented from being present by incapacity.

No

Please expand on your answer:

A doctor's certificate should suffice in such cases.

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

These do not reflect the publicly accessible nature of wedding ceremonies, and could also fail to reflect the dignity and solemnity of marriage, depending
upon location.

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

These do not reflect the publicly accessible nature of wedding ceremonies, and could also fail to reflect the dignity and solemnity of marriage, depending
upon location. Might be allowable in the event of terminal illness of one of the people getting married.

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

These do not reflect the publicly accessible nature of wedding ceremonies, and could also fail to reflect the dignity and solemnity of marriage, depending
upon location. Might be allowable in the event of terminal illness of one of the people getting married.

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If this is going to happen, the proposed officiant should be named.

Consultation Question 72:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I do not agree this should be permitted, but if it is going to happen there should clearly be rules as to who is going to officiate.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

However do not agree these types of weddings should be permitted.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Seems reasonable.

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

If such weddings are permitted, the rules should be similar to those for weddings at other locations.



Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Seems reasonable if these weddings are going to be permitted.

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Seems reasonable.

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

The registration officer should however not be out of pocket and should be able to recover the difference from the government.

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Seems reasonable.

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Seems reasonable.

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Seems reasonable.

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Very necessary; officiants should not be able to use weddings as an opportunity to profiteer from their celebrity status, as this would detract from the
solemnity and dignity of weddings.

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Seems reasonable.

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Seems reasonable.

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

However the officiant should not be out of pocket and should be able to recover costs from the government.

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Seems reasonable.

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

These appear to be the wrong questions, as couples should get married for the right reasons, and should fully understand the solemnity and dignity of
what they are doing, and that it is not something frivolous. This is far more important than the actual numbers involved, and if people are discouraged
from getting married because they are expected to treat it as a solemn commitment then that is no bad thing.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

The costs of the actual ceremony are for most couples a small proportion of the actual costs of the event. A few hundred pounds out of many thousands
is not going to have much effect.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

As above, the costs of the actual ceremony are for most couples a small proportion of the actual costs of the event. A few hundred pounds out of many
thousands is not going to have much effect.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

As above, the costs of the actual ceremony are for most couples a small proportion of the actual costs of the event. A few hundred pounds out of many
thousands is not going to have much effect.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

The proposals should be looked at from the point of view of the benefits to the solemnity and dignity of marriage, and to those entering into the
marriage, rather than the benefits to the venues or the officiants.

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I suspect these will not be huge.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

The proposals should be looked at from the point of view of the benefits to the solemnity and dignity of marriage, and to those entering into the
marriage, rather than the benefits to local authorities.

Consultation Question 89:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Unable to comment.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Unable to comment.

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Suspect this will not be huge.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

The proposals should be looked at from the point of view of the benefits to the solemnity and dignity of marriage, and to those entering into the
marriage, rather than the benefits to the UK ship register and maritime industry.

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

I expect these will not be significantly impacted.
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Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Widow

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 5: Officiants



Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Many churches rely on civil registrars to register weddings, as they do not have their own
authorised person.
One of the Law Commission’s goals is that “the ceremony that is meaningful to the couple should be recognised by law”. This can happen at the moment
in churches that do not have an authorised person, by having a civil registrar to register the marriage. If this is not possible, many couples who attend
such churches are likely to require a civil ceremony
separate to their church wedding.
This idea poses a danger of some churches falling foul of weddings law, as they are required to take responsibility for unfamiliar legalities in order to hold
a religious ceremony.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

“Contrary to public policy or morality” is too subjective an assessment. It would risk those with unpopular but entirely legal views being excluded from
nominating officiants.
The test should focus on objective criteria. These could include promoting purposes that are illegal or support illegal activity (such as terrorism), that
advocate the violent overthrow of democracy, or that undermine the rule of law.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Currently there is no financial incentive to officiate a wedding. Opening up a market for independent officiants makes wedding vows a commercial
concern. Those more willing to be flexible with the ceremony would be likely to profit the most, encouraging people to push the boundaries. This also
risks defeating the goal of reducing costs of wedding venues, which was one of the stated aims the Government gave the Law Commission in 2018.
Independent officiants (known as ‘celebrants’) can currently conduct weddings that are not legally binding. These have included ceremonies underwater,
in a sadomasochism dungeon, at a comic book convention with a couple dressed as fictional characters, and at a ruined leper hospital on Hallowe’en.
Another involved a couple dressed as hedgehogs. Such ceremonies could be legally binding if independent officiants were allowed,
undermining the dignity of marriage.

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The prescribed words form a foundation for the declarations that are required for a marriage. Without them the wedding ceremony can be as
meaningless as a couple or officiant chooses, and legal marriage can become nothing more than a certificate from the Government.
Marriage is founded on solemn promises made between two parties. Under these proposals it would be possible to have a legally recognised wedding in
which no words were said between the couple, let alone promises of any kind.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is far more important that a legal wedding ceremony reflects the seriousness of the
commitment the parties are making than that it is personalised to the couple.
A requirement for officiants to ensure that the ceremony does not undermine the dignity and solemnity of marriage is too subjective. It will not prevent
couples finding an officiant to agree to even the most outlandish wishes.
If people can entirely customise their own weddings, they might blend together different elements from faith ceremonies inappropriately, effectively
making a parody of those ceremonies. This could be highly offensive to people of those faiths.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

You should state that the ‘open doors’ requirement is a valuable part of wedding day celebrations, making it clear that marriage is not a private affair, but
rather is important to society as a whole.
The opposite is also important; weddings which are not publicly accessible make a statement that the marriage is private and of interest only to the
couple. This couldn’t be further from the truth.
Ensuring that weddings are open to any member of the public, rather than just those invited, is a way of protecting against forced marriage and bigamy,
for example.



Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

There are some advantages to changing the system. Many churches that do not own their own premises but worship in shared buildings like community
centres or schools cannot currently hold weddings in those venues. However I have serious concern that it is unclear what safeguards will prevent
unsuitable venues being used. How will the dignity of such ceremonies be guaranteed?
The consultation states that venues would need to be ‘dignified’ and ‘safe’, but lacks precision on what this means or how it will be tested. Venues must
not detract from the solemn occasion of the wedding.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:
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Personal response
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If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Abolition makes the process more likely to be abused

Consultation Question 5:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Attending appointments is a very minor responsibility. Inability or unwillingness to do so denotes a lack of commitment

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

A month. Every financial transaction allows a cooling off period. Such a serious undertaking as marriage should be given no less.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

No. Attending a meeting together is easy if two people are committing their lives to each other.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Again. A lifetime together involves being together. Any action advocating hurry or lack of will to be together weakens the state of marriage.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

More widely available than in print

Consultation Question 10:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Why change

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

So long as the officiant ana alternative are legally able to conduct the marriage

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As above

Please share your views below:

So long as both parties are in agreement

Consultation Question 13:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Currently churches are closing at an alarming rate. A church may be “damaged” if converted to a different use or abandoned.

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

This is entirely appropriate for a church wedding. There should be no secrets entering a marriage.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

As above.

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:

The legal and the religious elements of marriage are separate and dependent on the religious beliefs of the couple concerned

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This would render illegal marriages obsolete

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

They have no religious basis on which to conduct a religious ceremony

Consultation Question 21:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Two officials ensures adherence to the conditions of the marriage.

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This allows a pastor to utilise a clerk as the secondary official

Consultation Question 23:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Only recognised religions should be able to officiate at religious ceremonies. Civil authorities at civil weddings. There is no place for non religious belief
organisations to conduct marriages unless the uk wishes to make a mockery of the process

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Satanism fulfils the given definition above. It also advocates sacrifice and the summoning of demons.

Please share your views below:

There are proscribed, known, registered, acceptable religions. So there is already a list of those who can conduct weddings

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See satanism

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

See satanism

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

No.

Consultation Question 28:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Non religious organisations should not be permitted to carry out weddings

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

They should not

Consultation Question 30:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Non religious organisations should not be allowed to conduct weddings

Consultation Question 31:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Satanists could meet those requirements

Consultation Question 32:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Wedding for profit should not be encouraged

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Set, reasonable, affordable fees for officiating should be enforced

Consultation Question 34:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Non religious organisations should not conduct marriages

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

And should only be religious or recognised civil authorities

Consultation Question 36:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A minister will know how to conduct a wedding service. There should be no civil regulation of a religious ceremony

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

And these should be only religious or civil.

Consultation Question 38:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Religious organisations should self regulate.

Consultation Question 39:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See above

Consultation Question 40:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Independent review within organisations helps their self regulation

Consultation Question 41:

No



Please expand on your answer:

CPD is a secular concern. Religions should not be governed by the state

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There must be a statement that there is no legal impediment.

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

So long as the wedding is either religious or civil

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Religions should self regulate

Consultation Question 45:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Boylth should be separate

Please share your views below:

No. Belonging to a religion is as serious a matter as being married.

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Many may convert to religion after civil proceedings and then chose to have a religious service

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A wedding should be open to all

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A brothel?

Please share your views below:

No. There are accepted and acceptable places to be married. Adding frivolity reduces sincerity



Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It’s clear from the deliberately obtuse and opaque nature of this survey that your minds are already made up

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

So long as the officiant is either religiously or civilly recognised

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No state regulation of religion

Consultation Question 53:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Few people in the entire world understand Welsh. Billions understand English

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No reason why not

Chapter 10: Validity and offences



Consultation Question 57:

No

Please expand on your answer:

State should not regulate religion.

No

Please expand on your answer:

It’s easy enough to fulfil those requirements in a properly established, recognised wedding service.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This encourages marriages of convenience

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Cohabiting carries none of the commitments of marriage so should not get the legal support that comes with it

Consultation Question 60:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

People in prison have broken the law and should not have the liberty to marry

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Terminal Illness should not make conditions of marriage any less rigorous

Consultation Question 64:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 66:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Prisoners should not be allowed to marry

Consultation Question 67:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No exceptions to the process

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Only registered places

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As above

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Demand is immaterial

Consultation Question 74:

No



Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(1) the same fee as other cases in which the registration officer must travel to the person giving notice, set nationally on a cost-recovery basis; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

We all die. Marriage is marriage

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:



1) no
2) divorce rates are rising. Making marriage easy or frivolous will increase that rate

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Current law is satisfactory. This review is unnecessary and wasteful

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not applicable (NA)

Other

Please expand on your answer:

NA

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:



Please share your views below:

As a celebrant, I hold wedding celebration ceremonies for those couples for whom either a full religious service is either not possible or not appropriate,
and/or for those who feel that the ceremony offered by the Registration Service does not meet their needs.

My work has completely disappeared during the pandemic, with couples cancelling and/or rescheduling their ceremonies, sometimes multiple times as
the uncertainty continues adnd the law changes.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The requirement for residency before intention to marry doesn't seem to add anything to the process and so dispensing with it would be sensible.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Agree, this is sensible.

I assume that the regulations will be written to explain when a notice has been received by the registration staff, and what will happen in the event of
failure of receipt of the application whether by post or email?

Would both parties need to complete separate applications?

Consultation Question 6:

three days;

Please expand on your answer:

I believe that 3 working days should be sufficient for assent for the marriage to go ahead, with a provision to extend the period for cases of doubt. The in
person interview is a confirmation of information given in the application, which would have been checked prior to the interview. However, I have no
difficulty with 7 days if that is the preference, but no longer than that.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

The use of Zoom, Facetime, Microsoft Teams etc during the pandemic has shown that it is entirely possible to conduct meetings and interviews remotely.

I cannot see that this would be any different, especially with the option of a follow up in person interview to resolve any cases of doubt

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Yes, I have no reason to object to this.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, the Registration Service should be modernised in this way.

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Totally agree with this.

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Because of the very personal nature of a wedding ceremony, and assuming that a celebrant will be able to officiate, it may emerge that a chosen officiant
is not the 'right fit'; for example, if religious requirements emerge which conflict with the officiant (eg humanist), or if the couple wish something the
officiant feels unable to carry out , not specicially due to beliefs, but perhaps location or ceremony content - I am imagining a scenario where the couple
wish to bring their dogs to the ceremony and the officiant has a fear of dogs.
However, safeguards would need to be in place so that couples don't change officiant for frivolous reasons- or because they have shopped around and
found someone cheaper!

Consultation Question 13:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This seems outdated

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

This is for CofE to respond, but in the light of the questions about online posting of banns, is this now superfluous?

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

No views

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

No views

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:

The civil preliminaries would bring England and Wales into line with the procedures on the continent.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

What is needed more than anything is parity in the way marriage is legalised.

Consultation Question 20:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

This would retain the division between church and state, and I cannot see any role for registration officers other than civil weddings

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This would relieve the burden on the Registration Service and be a better use of public money

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I am not sure what the test would be to determine that a person is an adherent of a non-belief organisation.

Please share your views below:

The danger with a list is that there are always exceptions. If a list is maintained, then to avoid a myriad of frivolous belief organisations , there should be
strict requirements and the organisation should be in existence for some considerable time - there must be a test or threshhold.

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

1. 20 members is very small and would give rise to frivolous applications. What does 'meet regularly mean? Annually is regular.... And is the meeting in a
recognised building or meeting hall, or could it be a meeting via Zoom?

2. This point is too broad. 'Sincerely held belief about marriage' - what does that mean? Couples on the day of their marriage hold this belief, and yet
divorce exists!

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Yes, eminently sensible

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Yes, agree with this.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This list should be publicly available so that objections can be lodged if (for example) an officiant is deemed not a fit and proper person to hold the role.

Consultation Question 29:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

See above. Independent officiants should be subject to the same rules of authorisation

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is vitally important to maintain the morality, decency and solemnity of marriage.

With regard to Q 3, I would hope that the Registrar General would consult widely with training organisations on the content of such training .

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I cannot see that Humanist colleagues would be able to accept this, as it inhibits them making a living, as many currently do. However, it would bring
them into line with religious and belief organisations who work under those strictures.

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Totally agree. Given that for independent officiants, the ceremony is about the couples' beliefs, the fees charged should be for them to decide, and a
couple can accept - or not - that fee, or indeed choose another celebrant.

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, there needs to be a clear division, especially to avoid confusion over fees as in Q32 and Q33.

Without such limitations, there may well be an element within the non-religious belief organisations who try to have their cake and eat it - switching from
one to the other in order to run a business as a wedding celebrant

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Totally agree. Marriage is still a very important cornerstone of society and should be treated as such. Taking marriage lightly could mean that divorce
rates could rise which is in nobody's interest.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is to be welcomed, although I would hope that the guidance would be neither prescriptive nor onerous. Guidance on the legal aspects is essential;
and perhaps on the 'solemnity and dignity' requirements, but not on the ceremonial aspects where independent celebrants are probably more
experienced!

Consultation Question 37:

No



Please expand on your answer:

I don't agree totally - not all officiants will be nominated by an organisation; there are many who are independent and will apply in their own right.

Perhaps the responsibility should lie with the organisation that *authorised* them?

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes - see my answer above to Q37

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I would wish to see more definition on "monitoring" and whether there would be a right of appeal

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Agreed

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Agree - this all brings clarity

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

About 20% of wedding celebration ceremonies I carry out have some form of religious content, whether a symbolic action, a prayer, a hymn, or religious
text such as a bible reading .

Officiants need to be aware of when a civil ceremony's content is such that it becomes a religious service (eg a couple requesting a blessing by the
officiant)

Please share your views below:



As above, examples could include readings from religious texts, whether by the officiant or a member of the family, a friend, or even by the couple
themselves.

Hymns or religious songs

Symbolic actions including lighting of candles, handfasting, whihc may have religious connotations

Prayers

Consultation Question 46:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, as long as the need for dignity and solemnity is upheld. Is a lap dancing club a fit and proper place, for example?

Please share your views below:

See comment above re dignity and solemnity.

Otherwise, as giving couples the widest possible choice is important and in my view, underpins this reform of weddings law.

Consultation Question 49:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Other

No

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

(1) The licensing of buildings for marriage has been interpreted very liberally by some registration districts. For example, in a chapel (no
longer in use for religious service) received a licence to conduct civil weddings - a personal gripe for me as I used to carry out ceremonies in that building!

(2) If priests and ministers of religion are in agreement, I cannot see a difficulty with this.

(3) Given the Humanist stance, this would be hypocritical

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As long as officiants could demonstrate an awareness and understanding of what constituted a suitable location, I think this is sensible.

Consultation Question 52:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

All officiants should provide evidence of competence via training received

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

See above

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

'Frequently' needs to be defined, but for venues that hold weddings, a Certificate of Approval should suffice and override the need for the officiant to
carry out an assessment

Please share your views below:

IF the Registration Service has already issued a licence for a venue, this should be carried over making pre-approval unnecessary. A venue could be
required to notify the registering body/officiant when there have been substantial changes to the building or location

An online register of approved venues could be maintained by the Registration Service, and officiants could add to the list when they have completed a
pre-approval process. This should not be necessary for private homes or gardens or other 'one off' locations - or perhaps there could be a separate
section of the Venues Listing available.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I am not sure that the registration officer interview will always be appropriate if the partner is near death. However, the RO should satisfy themselves
there is no coercion involved, or sham marriage , and that the intention to be married was sincerely held by both parties .

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Yes. Luxury yachts are a popular choice for couple to have wedding celebration ceremonies.

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As long as the officiant role /title is included (eg Ship's Captain) I don't see a difficulty with this

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

I think there would be a huge uptake in such weddings

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Can a schedule be returned by fax or other electronic means until such times as the physical copy can be returned?

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

In the interests of parity and offering the widest choice, the basic no frills service should be widely available.

Consultation Question 78:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The fee should be set nationally



Consultation Question 79:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There should be a basic cost set nationally

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

I agree with a fee, which could be waived on compassionate grounds

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

1. The current law doesn't discourage couples, but neither does it give any encouragement, nor does it off real wide choice for couples to make the
biggest commitment of their lives in the way they wish.

2. I believe the proposals will lead to an increase in couples marrying. Many live together simply because they cannot have the ceremony they wish -
either because of venue (dreaming of a wedding in the open air), or because of mixed marriages - for example a Hindu marrying a Catholic.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

1. Register offices make it notoriously difficult for couples to separate out the legal from the ceremonial, which is their only option at present to have the
ceremony they truly desire. The legal registration (2+2) which they must provide for £46 +£11 for a certificate, is often in a grotty office at inconvenient
times, for a limited time each week. Details are either not present on the website, or hidden away unless you really research it - this is borne out not only
from my own personal experience, but in research carried out by Dr Stephanie Pywell of the Open University. In effect everything is done to avoid or even
actively dissuade couples from having the 2+2 ceremonies.

2. The costs of 2, 3 and 4 show that a Celebrant-led ceremony is very affordable when one considers the hours spent in creating a bespoke service which
neither registrar nor church provide, as their emphasis is on treating everyone exactly the same.
Marriage in modern multi-cultural Britain is no longer a one size fits all approach

5. If the 2+2 was readily available and provided - let alone offered , this would be a solution but it still gives rise to couples and families wondering which is
the 'real' wedding.



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Very often, the savings would be greater than the £57 2+2 wedding, as registrars actively dissuade couples from having them, and only offering larger
rooms, so that they get income from weddings ranging from £200+ up to £800+

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

I cannot speak for venues, but the approved premises means some beautiful locations cannot comply with the requirements of licensing; for example
they either cannot afford to put in ramps for disabled access, or they are precluded from doing so by building regulations (eg for listed buildings).

Also a venue which perhaps has only an occasional usage would not find it cost effective - for example buidlings such as private schools which are only
available in school holidays, or at weekends during term time.

I have been able to help venues retain weddings when registrars have been unavailable to take a ceremony in peak times in the summer, and could only
offer 10am or 4pm. By opting for the 2+2 this freed up the couple to have the celebration ceremony at the time of their choosing.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

See my comments above. The proposals in the Consultation document will be of benefit to venues, to registration staff (who will be able to concentrate
on training and authorising/licensing officiants instead of doing the ceremonies, and garner income in that way ), to celebrants and also not least to
couples.

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No comments to offer.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No comments to offer

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

1. The current law isn't widely understood by couples, who will marry under a foreign government regulations, which can lead to problems later down the
line should they divorce. A couple I know married in Mauritius, which meant they had to pay a much larger amount of tax on a holiday property they sold
in France when they divorced. And of course, there is the risk of sham marriage such as with Mick and Bianca Jagger who didnt understand the
implications of their overseas weddign not being legally binding.
2. I believe it is always advisable for a couple to marry in the country where they are tax resident, for the above reasons. Many couples living in Australia,
Canada, New Zealand, USA will do the legal marriage in their country of residence, then have a wedding celebration ceremony with a celebrant in the UK .
They aren't always told they don't need a registrar for this type of ceremony!

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

The proposed scheme will make it much easier and clearer for couples to have the widest choice of ceremony., location and officiant.

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No comment to offer

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Offering widest possible choice to couples.

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



For number 4, I would be happy to invest in the necessary training and certification/authorisation to be able to fulfil my role as an authorised officiant.

I would look on it as developing my business, and I cannot see that there would be any addtional costs passed on to couples as a result. Healthy
competition is a good thing!
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Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:
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Please expand on your answer:
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Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:
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Consultation Question 10:
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Consultation Question 12:
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Please expand on your answer:

Only in exceptional circumstances.
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Not Answered
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Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes to 1 & 2



Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes both parties should be required to attend and make separate declarations.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:
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Consultation Question 19:
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Consultation Question 24:
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Consultation Question 25:
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Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Religious organisations should not be excluded on the subjective basis of being "contrary to public policy or morality. It should only be on the basis of
promoting or supporting illegal activity.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This risks undermining the solemnity and dignity of marriage.

Consultation Question 30:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The state should ensure that they are "fitand proper" persons.

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:
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Yes

Please expand on your answer:
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Please expand on your answer:
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Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The state should ensure this.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The "prescribed words" from the Marriage Act 1949 should be kept to maintain the dignity and solemnity of the marriage ceremony.
It should not be possible to get married to someone without being present at the ceremony.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This risks undermining the seriousness of the commitments being made.
A wedding is not just about the couple.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:
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Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A wedding is a public event not just a private one.
The requirement for open doors is a protection against forced marriage and bigamy.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As long as this does not undermine the dignity and solemnity of marriage.



Please share your views below:

As long as this does not undermine the dignity and solemnity of marriage.

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As long as this does not undermine the dignity and solemnity of marriage.

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Guidance should be provided.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:
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Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:
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Consultation Question 54:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Marriages should never be conducted remotely.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:
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Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:
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Consultation Question 75:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:
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Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

There is currently little incentive to get married rather than live together, but I think that this is more a cultural rather than an issue of law.
I don't think changing the law will lead to more people getting married.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Most people want a big wedding which is inherently expensive.
The cheaper option of having a registry office wedding is already available,

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Married legally.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Shows no concern for the solemnity of the marriage process. Open to "spur-of-the -moment" decisions withou giving thought to what marriage is all
about.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

Should be longer, for the reasons stated in answer to Q4 above.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

In the Covid circumstances, on-line would be acceptable with a follow-up in-person interview. The "concerns" need to be wide ranging and err very much
on the side of "is this a reasonble request", with any indication of concern resulting in an in-peson interview.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

For Scotlnd, no problem. For other situations, the coments to the previous question apply.

Consultation Question 9:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

On-line is OK as long as other public display is also done. There are still many people who do not have on-line access.

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

There are good reasons for a different officiate, such as family member, etc. There ae also bad reasons, and they need to be rooted out. So very good
reasons need to be supplied and investigated.

Consultation Question 12:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, if proposed by registration service. If someone other than that is proposed (.eg.g by the coupe), then the comments to the previous question apply.

Please share your views below:

See comments for the two questions above.

Consultation Question 13:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Depends what those rules then become. There should be no repeal without first saying what is proposed to replace it.

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

That should be a minimum. Other plase (e.g. local press) should also have a role.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Not clear in "Anglican wedding clergy" applis only to CofE weddings or wider. Where there is any concern, the registration service should be checking
documentary evidence, not clergy. They should meet with each of the couple separately.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes, they should.

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Anglican preliminaries should continue, all others covered by civil preliminaries.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not clear what this means. If it excludes , e.g. a registration officer officiating at a wedding in a Baptist church by listening to what is said (becasue the
person leading the wedding, such as the pastor, is not registered to officiate), then no, I do not agree. Otherwise, OK.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

That depends on what training they have and whetyher that training is kept up to date. If so, then yes. Otherwise, no.

Consultation Question 23:

No



Please expand on your answer:

The basis of marriage is attested in the Bible. Organisations such as the Baptist Church UK and FIEC may have the necessary expertise to be responsible
for such nomination, or may want to put that responsibility back to the registration service.

Other non-religious belief organisations should not have that authority as, by definition, they do not have the relevant expertise.

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See comment on previous question.

Please share your views below:

If a list is drawn up, it should be of those organisations that DO amount to the definition in the previous question - they should show they undrstand the
gravity of marriage and its commitments.

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

resumably that is 20 members of each congregation (or equivalent), not 20 members in total in the organisation. Otherwise, the answer would be No.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Can of worms. My view is that marriage is between a man and a woman. That is also the teaching of the church, which would not sanction any other sort
of union, even though lawful. Would ythat exclude the religious organisation? If so, I am totally against the proposal.

"public policy and morality" is a similar sort of thing. What constitutes both is a moveable feast and subjective. Again, I would be against that.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

The only officiants by office should be properly recognised registration service officiants. The religious organisation should be able to restrict their
nominations to those who are not opposed to their beliefs (e.g. marriage between a man and a woman).

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Provided such nominations are in accordance with the previous comments.

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See the prevous comments.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As indicated by previous comments.

Consultation Question 31:

Other

Please expand on your answer:



This does not go far enough. They also need to show they regard maraige with sufficient solemnity and dignity, and have the proper attitude to the well
being of those taking the step.

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Totally agree.

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

On the assumption that one agrees with independent officiates (which I don't), there should be a set scale of fees and expenses.

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Doesn't go far enough. and is too vague. These aspects should cover the whole content of the ceremony, including the tone of the ceremony. Marriage is
not something to undergo lightly or in haphazard fashion, or made fun of or treated as a laugh. The standards should be high.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The previous comments need to form part of that guidance.

Consultation Question 37:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Withdrawal should be by either the General Register office OR the organisation that nominated them. Theer needs to be a proper check of any odd-balls
(organisations or individuals) that get into the system!

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

However, that needs to recognise that beliefs of conscience need to be accepted. E.g. an officiant who believes in marriage between a man and a woman
should not be de-authorised because the law is different.

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Assuming independent officiants are recognised at all.

Consultation Question 40:

Other

Please expand on your answer:



Tricky - officiating once every ten years should not be accptable, so some bounds on frequency and on-going training need to be in place, as well as an
upper age, perhaps.

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Assuming independent officiants are recognised at all.

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Such an expression of consent could just be answering yes to the question "Are you up for marriage?", or not even being present. Meaningless.

This undermines the solemnity of marriage and the commitment that should be a who;e part of the structure of the ceremony. Marriage is a legally
defined union, and allowing such a laissez faire attitude is wrong and undermines the law as well.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is not a zoo. Marriage must be taken seriously and with commitment. It is a public declaration of consent that both society and state should be able
to easily recognise .

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

What constitutes "religious content"? Why would a civil wedding want religious content? More thoughjt needs to be given to this idea.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

AIf a couple undergo a civil wedding, then jtheir beliefs change to those of a recognised religion, would that prohibit them from going through a
cerempny in their church? While they could just have a blessing service, they may feel that is not enough./

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is not a private affair, it is a recognised public statement. Such a public statement and "behind closed doors" are incompatible. Open doors are
also a protection against forced marriage.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No



Please expand on your answer:

Another idea aimed at undermining the solemnity and sanctity of marriage. The ceremony is a significant one and should not be undervalued by
inappropriate venues.

Please share your views below:

Proves the point, really. In a lake, underwater? Up a tree? No, the venue needs to be compatible with the solemnity and committment involved in
marriage - it is not a mickey mouse undertaking.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See above comments.

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

People need to decide what it is they are signing up to - is it civil or religious? What reason is there to mix them?

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This is vague. What criteria are to be used? Is it just up to the officiant to say the middle of a retail store is OK? There needs to be more clarity about what
constitutes dignified and safe.

No

Please expand on your answer:

The word "advice" is loose and implies it can be ignored. There need to be much well defined criteria.

Consultation Question 53:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

While it can seem a good idea, there nedsto be limits on changes to the location to ensure that it is still a fit and appropriate place for such a solemn and
meaningful ceremony.

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUN7-R

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-04 15:47:12

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Response on behalf of an organisation

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

N/A

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I am legally married

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:



Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is my lively hood and people should have more choice as to officiants

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

outdoors,, on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUYY-5

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-04 15:49:56

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Other (please state)

If other, please state::
As an Authorised Person

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Strating the notice period remotely is fine but the in-person interview is important because it helps to ensure the parties understand the commitment of
marriage and can help prevent a forced marriage.

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

Seven days would not allow sufficient time to resolve any problems. It should be at least 21 days.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Remote is in adequate.

User experience research into consumer behaviour has shown that, while remote meetings have the advantage that the participants are more relaxed
and therefore more likely to be honest in their replies, they need at least three people to make conversations rounded and to bring out the issues. The
research has shown remote meetings do not bring out the truth with two participants who do not know each and that because the body langauge is
harder to read it is less easy to tell whether the person is telling the truth. (Sources: Daniel Beunza Ibanez [Cass Business School], Stuart Henshall [Convo,
San Fancisco] and Chloe Evans [Spotify User Experience Research]

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Acceptable

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Sensible

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I would not want to be replaced by a subsitute who is not in sympathy with my beliefs and understanding concering marriage.

Consultation Question 12:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I would not want to be replaced by a subsitute who is not in sympathy with my beliefs and understanding concering marriage.

Please share your views below:

Acceptable but I would not want to be replaced by a subsitute who is not in sympathy with my beliefs and understanding concering marriage.



Consultation Question 13:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

1. We are expected to provide identity evidence for routine matters such as collecting recorded delivery post from the post office and it seems a no
brainer to ask for evidence for a wedding.

2. Meeting each separately should be mandatory to ensure there is a full understaning and there is no coerecion.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Both should be required to attend and make separate declarations.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Although not an Anglican I favour continuation

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Religious and non religious organisations should have the responsibilty since this will ensure the officiant is in symathy with the organisations beliefs and
ethos.

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

A list would be helpful and would ensure there is a publicly accessible source of information

Consultation Question 25:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

1. Not all religious organisations have a formal membership. Many churches, both large and small, are consituted as Companies Limited by guarantee or
Charitable Incorporated Organisations for these the trustees are commonly the only legal members.
2. Yes

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

This proposal is totally unacceptable. It is a restriction on free speech (and thought). Officiants should be able, for example, to put forward the opinion
that marriage is between a man and a woman.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Sensible

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The organisation making the nomination should be the body best placed to know the nominee and so best placed to not only make formal checks but
also act from personal knowledge.

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Strongly support. Officiants should be undertaking their duties as a public role and not as a business.

Consultation Question 33:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The duties should be the exercise of the officiant's beliefs and this makes it important they do not undertake a dual role.

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Vital not only that the officiant has responsibity for the dignity and solemnity but the whole tone and content.
Dignity and solemnity need to be defined.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The ability to request withdrawal should include a rquest because the officiant has ceased to be in sympathy with the beliefs of the nominating
organisation

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

subject to an opportunity to appeal against the de-authorisation.

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There needs to be clarity. 
1. and 2. Clear words specified in law are required. Consent should be oral. Marriage laws were introduced to remove customs such as jumping over a



broomstick and any reversion to non verbal consent would be retrograde. 
3. Signing a document is not appropriate for consent. The consent should be clearly understood to be the words expressed by the parties during a
cermony which is dignified and solemn.

Consultation Question 43:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

The officiant should have the absolute authority to determine the form of the ceremony to ensure that everything about it is dignified and solemn.
He/she will no doubt discuss with each couple what this means but all couples should know that they cannot put pressure on an officiant to bend to their
wish for an inappropriate format.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

All religious organisations should be able to impose their own requirements as a matter of their own practice.

Consultation Question 45:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Only if the religious content is the reposibility of the relevant religious authority

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Open doors reduce the risk of a forced marriage

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The venue must be dignified and solemn.

Please share your views below:

How can in the air be dignified and solemn?
How can on inland water and in the air aloow for open doors?
How can a private home safeguard against a forced marriage?

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Public access is important for a public contract

Consultation Question 50:



Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Mixing the venues suggests a lack of understanding of the nature of the event both on the part of the officiant and the contracting parties

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is important

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Without doubt.
Clarification of the definition of safe and dignified is needed

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As an authorised person, and therefore in all probability an officiant, I would find this vry helpful.

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The pre-approval should not impede the right of the owner of the building/venue to have absolute discretion over what weddings can take place in their
building/venue

Please share your views below:

Local register office

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Provided this is an option. I am aware of church buildings in remote locations without any elctronic connection and no prospect of putting it in

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

4. The officiant should have checked this and if they have not done so this should call into question whether they are Fit and Proper

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

1 b ii. The officiant should have checked this and if they have not done so this should call into question whether they are Fit and Proper

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

2. The officiant should automatically be suspended if this is alleged

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

none known

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Only if dignified and solemn

Consultation Question 69:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Only if dignified and solemn

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Only if dignified and solemn

Consultation Question 71:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Not aware there is a demand

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(2) there should be no fee.

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

The law is not the problem. The difficulty is th perception that the ceremony must be followed by a very expensive party

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

The law is not the problem. The difficulty is th perception that the ceremony must be followed by a very expensive party



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

I do not envisage any material change
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

 Register Office

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Agree that online applications should be acceptable prior to in person interview at a later date, however the application should only be made to the
district in which the person has been resident for a minimum of 7 days before making the application

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

In person interviews should be a minimum of 28 days before a marriage takes place – this allows the registration district to provide sufficient opportunity
for appointments. Smaller registration districts with minimal staffing would not be able to assist couples if the in person interviews/date of marriage were
for closer time periods

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

In person interviews should not be conducted remotely – concerns around sham marriage should not be overlooked.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

No change to this regulation

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Disagree – this may cause unnecessary confusion

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:



Other

Please expand on your answer:

not certain of the implications of this

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

no comment

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Documentary evidence should be mandatory as should meeting with couple separately before banns are published

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Agree - as above

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:

Provides greater surety on couple's marital status and helps prevent sham or forced marriages

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

provides professional continuity and understanding of the legalities

Consultation Question 21:

No

Please expand on your answer:

For health and safety issues 2 registration officers should be required to officiate / check schedule contents; this should apply no matter the venue but
especially if the venue is not once currently falling under the Marriages and Civil Partnerships Approved Premises regulations

Consultation Question 22:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Training in registering marriages in Church of England is currently poor judging by the standard of register entries; many churches rely on administrators
to write up the register well in advance of the wedding resulting in incorrect details being recorded. This also demonstrates that the Minister does not
check the information regarding the couple and their fathers before the ceremony commences.

Training in the use of and correction to the schedule/marriage document should be provided and kept up to date. Suggest local register offices provide
this training to local churches and this is adequately funded.

Consultation Question 23:



Other

Please expand on your answer:

Training in registering marriages is currently poor judging by the standard of register entries; register entries written up in advance and without reference
to changes in the couple's circumstances or details in some cases. Training in the use of and correction to the schedule should be provided and kept up
to date. Suggest local register offices provide this training to local Authorised Persons and this is adequately funded

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Training in in the use of and correction to the schedule should be provided and kept up to date. Suggest local register offices provide this training to local
churches and this is adequately funded

Please share your views below:

Disagree that such organisations be permitted to officiate at weddings

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This should be published and widely available for the public to see the content

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Agree - this should include organisations which are affiliated to political parties or terrorist organisations. A list of excluded organisations should be kept
and widely available to the public.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Disagree – it is important to have names and contact details of those permitted to officiate, such records should be kept locally and centrally (by GRO) and
be up to date in order to prevent abuse of position or sham marriages

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Disagree – independent celebrants may provide a route for sham or forced marriages

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Definition of "fit and proper" needed - plus examples of what would prevent a person from being considered fit and proper e.g. police/court conviction

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There should also be a formal assessment completed and a qualification awarded which is reassessed and renewed periodically



Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Disagree on no upper limit to chargeable fees - if fees for register office staff are set nationally the equivalent for independent celebrants should also be
set nationally

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This should be demonstrated as part of their formal assessment and on-going training

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

A published "handbook" should be available and confirmation by each celebrant that they agreed to comply with it before they are permitted to be
licensed. The contents of this handbook could also be used as part of any formal assessment.

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

What oversight would be carried out for independent celebrants who do not have a formal governing body?

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There should also be provision for local register office managers to make representation to GRO if they have concerns around an officiants procedures or
lack of adherence to legal duties. This may be as a result of information provided by the couple or their witnesses, or the information on the marriage
schedule suggesting an illegal action has occurred.

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There should also be provision for local register office managers to make representation to GRO if they have concerns around an officiants procedures or
lack of adherence to legal duties. This may be as a result of information provided by the couple married or their witnesses, or the information on the
marriage schedule suggesting an illegal action has resulted.

Consultation Question 40:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Disagree – this should be time limited in order that GRO can confirm training is up to date and that the officiant remains a ‘fit and proper’ person. Suggest
officiants re-register every 2 years.

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Content should reflect the religious beliefs of couple if conducted in a Church or Registered Building.
Civil ceremony content should reflect the preference of the couple providing it does not amount to a religious ceremony.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Wording such as “in sickness and in health” should be permitted

Consultation Question 46:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Disagree – access to contest a marriage on legal grounds should be provided and to avoid the possibility of forced marriage

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Some locations would be dangerous or not "fit and proper" places for a wedding ceremony. Anywhere likely to bring the marriage or Officiant into
disrepute should not be permitted - risk assessment forms and official list of unacceptable types of venues should be published

outdoors,, on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:



Some locations would be dangerous or not "fit and proper" places for a wedding ceremony. Anywhere likely to bring the marriage or officiant into
disrepute should not be permitted - risk assessment forms and official list of unacceptable types of venues should be published

Consultation Question 49:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Locations should be publicly accessible - it should always be possible to voice a known legal impediment to the marriage in person before the marriage is
solemnised. The venue would not necessarily have to be regularly available however e.g. a private garden.

If a venue did become regularly available it could apply for a pre-approved license to avoid numerous risk assessments having to be carried out.

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There should be some form of risk assessment completed before a ceremony can take place on private premises or in places which are not routinely
used by the public for gatherings e.g. a private boat on a lake

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

There should be some form of risk assessment completed before a ceremony can take place on private premises or in places which are not routinely
used by the public for gatherings e.g. a private boat on a lake

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

A formal risk assessment should be carried out even if guidance is provided by GRO

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

1. Local Authority or local Register Office who regularly have oversight of approved marriage venues should have responsibility for this

2. Completion of an application form and short inspection (in person or virtually)

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

The date of the marriage may be unknown when the marriage schedule/document is issued and details of parents' occupation may also have to be
confirmed, however the venue for marriage should be known and agreed and should not therefore be changed. a change to the venue would render the
schedule/document null and void.



Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage schedules or documents should still be returned to the register office, even if an electronic registration by the couple or officiant is introduced at
a later stage

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Points 3 & 4 - should apply when one party to the marriage has knowledge of the possible offence

No

Please expand on your answer:

All 3 points above are important factors in ensuring a marriage is conducted legally, especially the presence of witnesses to the marriage. To allow a
marriage valid when no witnesses are present would allow for sham or forced marriages to progress

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Current provisions work well

Consultation Question 63:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Agree with housebound validity being extended, however hospitalised or detained persons may be moved from one hospital or place of detention to
another within 12 months requiring the giving of new notices. Thus hospitalised or detained persons should remain at 3 months

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Point 3 - There are concerns around sham or forced marriages make this unsuitable; also presumes everyone has equal access to IT

Point 4 - important paperwork likely to go missing given emergency situations disrupt national infrastructure e.g. postal systems

No

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

A variety evidence may be available to couple - letters from doctors confirming diagnosis, hospital appointments at clinics etc - if this was considered
acceptable in place of a consultant's confirmation of terminal diagnosis it would relieve the couple of additional stress and potential delays.

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

More difficult to ensure compliance with all legislation and also registering marriage after the event, should not be permitted

Consultation Question 71:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Should only apply if ship conforms to regulations proposed in Q69

Consultation Question 72:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Should only apply if ship conforms to regulations proposed in Q69

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

None to date

Consultation Question 74:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Risks marriage not being fully registered/recognised

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(1) the same fee as other cases in which the registration officer must travel to the person giving notice, set nationally on a cost-recovery basis; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Current set fee is too low and should be increased as it does not currently cover the cost of the service provided

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Disagree – local authority costs for providing registration officers differ widely, this should continue to be on a cost recovery basis decided by the local
authority

Consultation Question 81:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This should be set in regulation to reflect the genuine cost of registration officers attending the marriage and may also involve charging fees for risk
assessing the property for example in emergency situations such as pandemics

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Set below cost – recovery, LA to decide on case by case basis to waive costs where appropriate

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Do not believe the current law discourages couples from getting married – there is plenty of choice concerning content of civil ceremonies; all registration
districts offer a ceremony which allows couples to choose content to a greater or lesser degree. Most couples want or request guidance in the content
and format of a ceremony and feedback suggests they are very pleased with the ceremony and the way it is conducted by Registration Officers

Some couples who would prefer to have ceremonies in approved venue without restrictions (e.g. outside in the grounds of a hotel) or in their own garden
or local beauty spot would benefit from changes to the regulations. They may not be aware that risk assessments might be required and the cost of
those.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

1. Costs extremely low (£57) and suit many couples who have a budget or wish to keep ceremony minimal or discreet.

2. Approved premise costs varies according to local authority – but always governed by choice of venue not cost of registration service

3. Set by religious organisation, couples proceed if their belief and adherence is important

4. Independent celebrants can charge whatever they like, there is no control over quality of service or content and couples can be duped into believing
they are legally married when they are not

5. Notice of marriage and register office fees (£127 in total) remain very affordable so do not represent a huge burden to most couples also paying fees to
independent celebrants; we have not had negative feedback regarding the additional costs for a legally recognised wedding

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This proposal would prevent civil registrars from registering weddings where the individuals wished to be married in a church. Since many churches do
not have an authorised person, this would mean that couples who attend these churches would require to have a separate civil ceremony for their
marriage to be recognised by law. The imposition of "a ceremony that is meaningful to the couple" may cause problems for churches where infrequent
marriages take place who would have to ensure that a marriage "recognised by law " has taken place.

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

The danger from this proposal is that the intolerance of secularists of the biblical teaching on marriage and morality would inevitably lead to the banning
the nomination of officiants by religious organisations that do not have a humanist worldview. History and practice teach us that "public policy or
morality" is too subjective to be of use in making decisions about who should or should not be able to permitted to officiate at weddings.
It would be better if the test was more objective based on evidence of promoting activities inconsistent with democracy and the rule of law.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The use of "independent officiants" should not be permitted as this would undermine the sanctity and dignity of marriage by those who do not believe
that marriage is the lifelong commitment of a man and a woman to the exclusion of all others. The examples of frivolous ceremonies currently being
overseen by "independent officiants" demonstrates that many "celebrants" have been involved in sadomasochistic ceremonies and other activities that
undermine the seriousness on the commitments being made and which would further trivialise the marriage vows. The increasing levels of divorce and
its harmful impact on children should be a reminder to the Law Commission that bad practice has its implications for generations to come.
It is likely that "independent officiants" would want to be recompensed for their role and would be profit driven rather than doing what is best for the
couple. The Law Commission should be encouraging couples to get married by reducing costs rather than creating a new commercial activity which will
drive costs upwards.

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The removal of the "prescribed words" would send a a message to a couple that legal marriage is only a piece of official paper. This argument is already
being used by married couples who want to get divorced because they feel that their marriage is meaningless and they have forgotten the solemn
promises and vows that they made during their marriage ceremony. The Law Commission proposal would mean than no verbal promises would be made
and marriage would become no more than a legal agreement on a par with buying a piece of property.
Part of the richness of the marriage ceremony is the public declaration by individuals that there is no impediment to them being joined together as a
married couple.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If it is the intention of the Law Commission to uphold the dignity and solemnity of marriage, then the seriousness of the commitment being made should
outweigh the wishes of the parties involved as these could damage the dignity of the wedding ceremony. The evidence is that non-legally binding
ceremonies are already pushing the boundaries by introducing sadomasochism practices, outlandish and inappropriate dress, and "mix and match"
elements that trivialise the solemnity of marriage.
The proposal of then Law Commission would lead to further commercialisation of "designer" wedding ceremonies and would inevitably lead to an
increase in the cost of getting married. This would act as a deterrent and obstacle to couples getting married rather than cohabiting.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No



Please expand on your answer:

Marriage should not be a private matter but a level of access should be made available to the general public. Our communities should be encouraged to
support the couple being married by being able to attend the marriage ceremony. The community in which the couple have grown up should not be
excluded from the ceremony by "closed doors" - it is equally legitimate for married couples to choose to have only their family and close friends at any
gathering after the wedding ceremony.
The "open doors" requirement would also protect against forced marriage and bigamy.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

The main requirement for a suitable wedding venue should continue to be that it is "dignified and safe" but this needs to be clearly defined. The definition
of "suitable" is too subjective and there should be some restrictions on the use of inappropriate premises.
It is also frustrating for some churches that meet in school premises cannot currently hold weddings in these "dignified and safe" venues while a
sadomasochism dungeon may be considered appropriate.

Please share your views below:

I cannot see how you can have a "dignified and safe" wedding "in the air" as the Law Commission suggests. The public nature of a wedding would be
compromised if the ceremony was held in a home.

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:
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the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The importance of wedding ceremonies to take place with open doors is both symbolic of the public proclamation of the commitment of the couple and,
practically, a safeguard against forced marriage, an evil which continues in our society. Repeal of the requirement for open doors should not be
considered.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Venues must always uphold the dignity and seriousness of the couple's commitment and must never detract from those requirements.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is essential that additional conditions are imposed besides the officiants' views of what is safe and dignified. Mere "guidance" by the General Register
Office would not be adequate to ensure the solemn nature of weddings.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Notice should be done in person

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

1 Month

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

No - should be in person as this helps to see there is no coercion

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Also displayed publicly as at present

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes with agreement of those getting married

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

No

Please expand on your answer:



No as "There are currently no known outstanding effects for the Marriage Act 1949, Section 19."
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/Geo6/12-13-14/76/section/19 accessed 4/1/2021

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

If two people come from different parishes the banns should be published in both churches

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

in the first place this should be the work of the registrar as a government official, and clergy should have the power to call for documentary evidence and
be required to check such evidence as well

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes for both

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Where churches have their own person for this, this should be allowed to continue and also continue the availability of having a civil registrar officiating at
a wedding

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

This, public policy or morality, is very subjective, It should reflect objectivity eg promoting something illegal or terrorism

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This could make this a commercial enterprise, which would be open to abouse

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes to 1 and 2
No to 3 - this could conflict with views about a religious wedding

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There should be a set fee - all are performing the same service

Consultation Question 34:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



but the words "dignity and solemnity" would need to be clearly defined with regard to marriage

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes but this must include ensuring the commitment and seriousness of the couple

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No - the marriage couple both need to be present before witnesses and declare their commitment to each other. The current legal requirement leaves
plenty of room for personalising the marriage. Marriage is not just a personal affair, it is setting up something new in society needs to be recognised by
society

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A wedding is a serious commitment and requires a legal framework

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There is still need to protect people from forced marriages etc, which would make it much easier carried out behind closed doors

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

“Dignified and safe” need defining. These are safeguarded in building for the purpose of marriage

Please share your views below:

“Dignified and safe” need defining. In the air does not fit this, nor does it allow there to be witnesses so that someone is not conned into agreeing

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Again safe and dignified need defining

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No 1 - Yes
No 2 - No A marriage is a legal contract and requires witnesses. Why would anyone want no witnesses?
No 3 - NO. This is a binding agreement. Later on someone could say "I didn't sign it, I not married! I'm free!"

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Only if another suitable time limit is put in its place

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is open to abuse
Need for Emergency provisions needs defining first

No

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Medical evidence is needed or this is open to abuse

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

None

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

open to abuse - if the officiant is not known how can their declaration be verified?

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes but safe and dignified need defining

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUN6-Q

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-04 16:32:38

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

 Celebrant

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Independent celebrants should be able to apply to the General Register Office to be authorised and included on the public list of officiants.

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 61:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

We invite consultees views on the potential benefits to couples of our proposed scheme.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

Independent Officiants and Couples.



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUNN-F

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-04 16:35:17

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

n/a

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The words dignified and solemn need to be exemplified eg what officiants, venues would be acceptable/unacceptable, the constraints on the wording of
marriage vows to ensure they reflect a faithful, lifelong relationship which protects the interests of the participants, wider society, children which may
result from the marriage etc.

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is important that marriage is a public act and the seriousness of the commitment should in all cases be reflected in their presence at the ceremony.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The form and ceremony should conform to standards which reflect a common understanding of the seriousness and solemnity of the marriage
commitment.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

There needs to be examples of what this might mean in practice before signing up to such a vague proposal.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A wedding is a public event which is of great import to society. Would such a provision potentially open the door to forced marriage ?

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Location should reflect the dignity and solemnity of the marriage commitment. This would be undermined by placing no constraints on where a marriage
service can be conducted.

on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

These ve3nues would be open to trivialising marriage.



Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See comments above. Marriage is a public act.

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There should be clear rules/guidance on what constitutes safe and dignified. It can't just be left to officiants.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YDZT-G

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-04 16:36:43

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Christian

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

As long as is necessary for the Interviewer needs to be satisfied that it is right for the marriage to go ahead

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

If a person is in an abusive or forced relationship, you would need people trained in relationship issues to be involved in this type of interview, as they
would hopefully have the the right tools to pick up appropriate signals

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 9:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

On-line as long as it is displayed publicly and has public declared witness.

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

What do you mean/ What other circumstances?
Surely the substitute officient should sign a legal declaration in accordance with the law

Consultation Question 13:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

No

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:



Please share your views below:

I believe that the law should exclude any organisation that promotes purposes that are unlawful.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Only if there is an independent person to oversee, so that there is no personal bias involved in the decision

Consultation Question 38:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

No

Please expand on your answer:

if there is a set time e.g. 7 ears and they have to re-apply at the end of the term, it would
hopefully keep them on their toes and offer an extra safe guard, to the position being abused.

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Question 1: I believe that it is important to keep safe-guarding in place and recognising the solemnity/seriousness of the vows they are taking, that they
should verbalise their consent publicaly and declare that their is no just impediment to their marriage. There is already a large amount of flexibility and
the spoken words are minimal. Also, we are talking about a legally recognised contract witnessed by God and family/friends.

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

By removing the 'open door' policy , you leaving weddings open to abuse, so the open door requirement is needful! It was introduced hundreds of years
ago as a protection against forced marriages, which are still an issue today.
If removed, it would mean inadequate safeguards would be in place.



Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Same answer for both the above.
Their needs to be a safe-guarding list for each type of venue, which should be checked and signed off before any ceremonies go ahead.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

No

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No. it should be done according to law.

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

In non-religious, by the general registrar office. if it is religious, by both the registrar's office and a recognised religious leader.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:



No

Please expand on your answer:

According to information received there is no-full proof security system yet invented, or government departments, banks etc would not be able to be
hacked.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I Agree with one, but 2,3, and 4 mean that the whole system is not adequately safe guarded - and easily open to abuse

No

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This should be ascertained on compassionate grounds at a lesser fee.

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUHB-W

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-04 16:37:28

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

N/A

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

N/A

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I am legally married

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:



I would have liked to have been married by a civil celebrant but included a bible reading and Christian blessing. As this could not happen I was married in
church

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

I have worked both as a deputy superintendent registrar and an independent celebrant during the pandemic.
As a registrar I was appalled at how insensitively the couples and their families were treated either in marrying or establishing civil partnerships. I had to
prevent parents of brides/grooms/gender neutral sitting together as the Registration Service I was employed by would not allow even people from the
same household to sit together, reduce the content of the ceremony to the very basic and prevent couples hearing music that was important to them. I
resigned from the job (after 6 years) because I didn't feel that I was able to offer the service that was possible during a pandemic.

I was able to officiate at 2 celebrant wedding ceremonies (both couples undertook the legal ceremony with registrar prior to the ceremonies with me) and
I had 3 postponed during the pandemic and when we were not in lockdown. Both were creative, safe and very moving. The couples were able to adapt
the rituals that they wanted without ruining the celebratory aspects. Both couples know that I also worked as a registrar but that I couldn't provide them
with the service they desired as a registrar.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

three days;

Please expand on your answer:

given the number of weddings on hold/postponed during the pandemic I would support a short period between in person interviews but with the option
for extension of the period if there is concern about the ability for one party to give consent, concern about sham marriage or forced marriage.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

I would support remote interviews in certain circumstances but not as the norm.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

I believe if should be possible to give notice outside England and Wales in circumstances outlined in the question where both are relevant nationals or
exempt from immigration control, but I would hope that this could be done in person or via Zoom, etc.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Need a definition of 'exposing either of the couple to a risk of harm'

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, but there should be a simple national process to extend in the case of pandemic lock-downs, etc. without additional cost to the couple. Extension to 
be either 3 or 6 months. Clarification will also be required as to who is responsible for checking the schedule is in date (as a registrar I had to inform a 
couple on the day of their wedding and at their wedding venue that their schedule was out of date and they couldn't marry. An error in checking had



occurred by someone else but I was the officer on the ground. It was an awful experience for all involved).

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

the registration should be limited as to what amendments to the schedule it can charge for and the amount it can charge. A time limit for amendments
should be agreed by GRO and the representative bodies (registration services and representatives of the Celebrant Community)

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

A substitute officiant should be suitably qualified and/or experienced.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

They are no longer relevant

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No longer relevant

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Yes as this is where it is most likely a reason for challenge would be found.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

1. YES definitely

2. NO there shouldn't be a requirement to meet the couple separately, but if the clergy have concerns about either of the couple and their commitment
to the proposed marriage, or that one party may be participating under duress, they should have the power to require the couple to meet with them
individually and the clergy should only have to provide a reason when there is a challenge to them.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

NO

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

This reflects what most people understand to be the process of a marriage ceremony and it should stay as such

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There should be a basic level of purely civil service and it is better for this to be provided via a local authority than externally. I would see registrars mainly
providing a simple ceremony that covers the basic legal requirements and Independent Officiants (aka Celebrants) providing the more creative
ceremonies that may be purely civil or can involve spiritual or religious elements.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

These ceremonies are likely to be short, quick, administrative processes

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes But ... they do need to have some training and experience of ceremonies

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

YES BUT ... there would be an expection that any officiant whether religious belief organisation or not would have a level of knowledge and training to
understand the legal requirements, who to address being challenged on the legal requirements, and some experience or ceremonial actions.

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It should be clear what the secular belief system follows and does not believe in.

Please share your views below:

Political parties
Political organisations

I would include organisations that describe themself as spiritual as non-religious belief organisations

Legislation or existing case law needs to define what is meant by 'organisation'

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

YES - organisations of any sort that promotes unlawful purposes or discriminatory beliefs or contrary to public policy or morality should be excluded.

The exclusions should be reviewed every 5 years as society is changing rapidly.

Consultation Question 27:



Please share your views below:

No I believe it should be named individuals not offices - titles change as organisations change and within this skill sets change. It is about the individual
within the organisation not the office

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

the list should be publically available and regularly checked

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes and they should be treated equally with any individuals nominated by both religious and non-religious organisations.

They should be properly experienced/qualified and be able to demonstrate that they are fit and proper people.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The mandatory training should be developed or content determined by the Registrar General in discussion with the national celebrant bodies even in the
case when it focuses on the legal aspects of being an officiant. This is because the two sides of the 'industry' will be able to help influence how the legal
issues are better understood and promoted to couples and the wider public, venues and other elements of the wedding industry.

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The wedding industry itself already influences what celebrants charge for non-religious ceremonies and by placing no limit on fees the industry is likely to
enable a cross section of pricing as independent officiants work with those couples and within the price ranges that they themselves are happy to work
within

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Clarity is needed so that couples and families, venues and religious settings are all clear about roles and relationships

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Bespoke, quirky, creative and beautiful weddings can take place with dignity and solemnity. There still needs to be assurance that couples and their
guests respect the ceremony and that , for example, they know what they are doing and are not impaired by drugs or alcohol



Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Guidance should be consulted on and should be what it says - guidance and not requirements.

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I would suggest that GRO works with the national bodies that train and support Independent Officiants/Celebrants to identify an appropriate and
reasonable process for monitoring and de-authorising those who fail to comply with standards. There needs to be a clear and objective and robust
system that is respected from day one by all within the Officiant/Celebrant community

Consultation Question 40:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I would expect all officiants to be authorised for a set period and then reapply providing evidence of cpd, etc

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

of course but GRO needs to be confident that sufficient and and appropriate CPD exists

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



This will need to be expanded on and clarified further in guidance and publicised to the public prior to legislation coming into force.

Please share your views below:

Examples of religious content expressly allowed include:

Readings from religious documents (e.g. the Bible - 1 Corinthians 13)

Hymns/Carols/ chants sung by choirs, the guests, muscians/groups

Blessings invoking a deity

Involving iconography and ritual decoration of a venue (e.g. angels, crosses, images of gods)

Consultation Question 46:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

wouldn't be required, unless a religious organisation fails to recognise the validity of a civil service

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The issue of forced or sham marriages continues and unless new legislation addresses this I would be concerned about removing this requirement.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The location of the wedding should be identifiable

outdoors,, on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

Given the current pandemic I would suggest that the law should provide reference to guidance for weddings where social distancing may be required, i.e.
that in normal situations weddings may take place anywhere, but in special circumstances where social distancing is required, weddings are restricted to
.... give examples

There will need to be risk assessments undertaken - by whom? If there is a legal requirement for officiants to undertake risk assessments then this may
need to be covered in the GRO established training. Or perhaps the couple are ultimately responsible but they can delegate to A N Other?

Consultation Question 49:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

See my comment on risk assessment. Small weddings could take place in a small back garden - One I officiated at during the pandemic (between lock
downs) involved less than 30 people and was in a back garden. Social distancing was possible for the service and a short reception. The ceremony was
still lovely

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Couples need clarity about who can officiate where and what type of a wedding they can have where. If it is solely reliant on the officiant it is confusing.
Types of venues need to be clear -

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If the officiant has been trained in risk assessment/health and safety or there is a risk assessment. This would widen the role of existing officiants
substantially

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

YES BUT ...
there should be provision for the officiant to make use of other peoples' expertise on the safety issue, e.g. a venue providing evidence of health and
safety and fire safety checks for x people, Venue insurance for the use of animals/birds, etc.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

would help

Please share your views below:

For civil weddings the GRO in partnership with the Wedding Celebrancy Commission (WCC) could be responsible for setting standards and process for pre
approval. Possibly implemented through a regional aspect of the WCC

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

step parents should also be acceptable

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:



I agree with 1 and 3 but I would suggest that a requirement of a marriage is for it to take place in front of a minimum of 2 witnesses so I disagree with
number 2.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

irrelevant

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

It would be more equitable if the proposals to change the law in this document meant that a person with a terminal illness, detained in prison or hospital
or housebound could chose to have a short wedding by an independent Officiant and not just a registrar

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This could be done via the internet rather than face to face

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This would be easier for couple in these situations and make it easier for the person officiating

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Any vessel that is assessed as safe and dignified by the Officiant

Consultation Question 71:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:



The costs to families of terminal illness (travel, car parking, then later funerals etc.) are such that it would be inappropriate to treat this issue the same as
others.

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There should be a national requirement for these weddings to be offered x times per month - some services severely limit the number of prescribed
weddings and require couples to book more expensive ceremonies.

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

recoverable from venues

Consultation Question 79:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Only if the local authority is administering a nationally developed scheme. Different local authorities are not consistent

Consultation Question 80:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Registrars should be limited to officiating in registration offices and they should leave external weddings to be undertaken by independent
officiants/celebrants

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

No

Please expand on your answer:

They should only be able to charge what they would in the registration office or one of it's ceremony rooms

Consultation Question 83:

(2) there should be no fee.

Please expand on your answer:

It should be treated as a special case and the fee waived. This is what independent officiants do through various charities for terminally ill people.

Consultation Question 84:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

The fee should be set agreement with the Wedding Celebrancy Commission

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:



I have no evidence of the scale but those people who I have talked to about independent officiant weddings would much prefer that style than the set
script of the Registrar. Likewise many people would like to include spiritual or religious references into a civil wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Many couples have places which are important to them where they would like to get married. The place where they met - sometimes a school or small
pub or hotel that isn't licensed - sometimes somewhere grand. Many want to write their own ceremony or include elements that are currently prohibited.
And many cant afford to have a legal wedding and then a celebrant ceremony - or don't want 2 ceremonies. Being able to have a bespoke wedding, in a
place that suits the couple, that is dignified but personal isn't possible for most people at the moment.

Approved premises can be very costly, they often place restrictions on couples to use recommended suppliers and many families end up in debt from
trying to have the wedding they want. Changes in the law would help to address this

On a summer Saturday weddings in the registration office are 1 every 45mins. When I worked in  I could do 8 or 9 in a day - imagine the quality
of the last wedding of the day compared with the first...

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Increasing the types of weddings, the types of providers, locations and clearer legislation should reduce the number of registrar weddings and mean
those that do happen are better value for money and quality for couples.

Couples will be much happier being able to marry outside, on the beach, up a mountain, on a steam train, without the current problems that prevent
these locations being used for legal weddings

People should also be able to get married at the time they want, not having to rely on Registrars availablity

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I think there is a risk that local authorities may lose income from weddings as the proposals will end their monopoly on legal civil weddings. This may
have a big impact on the wider aspects of the Registration Service

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

As an independent officiant I can envisage additional costs for: 
1. training in the legal aspects by GRO



2. training in safety/risk assessment 
3. increasing my insurance to cover higher liability 
4. need to keep up to date more often (I already invest in cpd) 
5. change my marketing to promote a wider understanding of changes made to legislation 
 
But there are also huge benefits in being able to conduct legal weddings (as I have before) whilst enabling creative ceremonies in locations that are
important to couples



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUAU-9

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-04 16:40:20

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Humanists UK

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::
- Select -

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

N/a

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I got married in a civil ceremony over 30 years ago

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/a

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/a

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/a



Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

N/a

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

I have not been to or conducted any weddings during the Covid Pandemic

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I agree with your recommendations and reasoning

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This seems a sensible way forward as we are in a digital age.

Consultation Question 6:

three days;

Please expand on your answer:

This is fine as a minimum, but ether should be flexibility if needed for registrars to carry out all necessary checks to avoid shame marriages.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

This seems an entirely reasonable suggestion, given again the use of digital technology and its proliferation for a number of uses during the present
pandemic. It would also be a more efficient use of time for all concerned.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Yes, this flexibility should be given.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Is this is addition to notices being posted in the old way? If so it should be in order to reach those who don't have access to the internet

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

No, not without a few days notice.

Consultation Question 13:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

No view

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

No view

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

No view

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As a practicing Humanist celebrant for Humanists UK I object strongly to this definition. Instead I believe that the law should refer to those beliefs that are
presently protected under the EU Convention on Human Rights. The Hodkin definition is too all encompassing, and I think that any definition on beliefs
should have some qualification with regard to those included. For example they should be worthy of respect in a democratic society. I would prefer a
definition that is based on Human Rights law.

Please share your views below:

I think that any definition created should be sufficiently restrictive so that it is not necessary to include a list of excluded groups.

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Once again I strongly disagree with these minimal limitations. I think this could lead to an unfettered commercialization of the marriage process. The
second point in particular is extremely vague and open to misinterpretation. I think a mixture of a local and national approach would help to deal with the
problem of commercialization.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I think there is a real danger that untrained or poorly trained celebrants could end up taking ceremonies, this could again lead to increased
commercialization and the cheapening of the marriage state. Any move which undermines the seriousness and status of marriage should be challenged.
Very importantly many independent celebrants claim to be performing 'humanist' weddings, when they have no idea what they are, they know nothing
about humanism and have not received appropriate training.

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I don't think this proposal and its consequences have been properly considered. You have failed to recognize what is significant and what is different
about, civil, humanist and religious ceremonies. I'm not sure that you have thought about the motives of people who choose particulate ceremonies.
There are also employment law issues for registrars which arise from this proposal and conversely a consideration regarding the inclusion of humanist
content in civil weddings. Al these considerations are magnified when it comes to the more profit driven nature of some commercial celebrants who
conduct civil marriages.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Location can be of extreme importance to couples, for a number of reasons. It may be for example that the significance of the place is related to their
relationship, i.e where they met, or it might connect with personal beliefs, i.e a couple who really care about the environment may choose an outdoor
location such as a beach or hilltop. 

gave some excellent examples of this in her witness statement to the consultation in  case.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUA9-D

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-04 16:42:54

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Bath and North East Somerset Registration service

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Response on behalf of an organisation

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Commitment ceremony

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Knew it is not recognised by law.
We have chosen not to legally share our finances pensions etc etc but wanted to have our commitment recognised.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Not next of kin for hospital/medical issues.
Do not have financial access when buying anything really - but especially very costly ventures such as a house together

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:



No barriers. I believe the checks and balances in place are very much needed - even more so in the 21st century. There must be checks for fraud and
those taking advantage of the frightened or vulnerable and this must be done by a third party.
Almost all countries have legal preliminaries to adhere to - maybe 80% of people will be just getting married or having a CP, but then there is the other
20% as in all walks of life that must be protected by the law

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

The registration services around the country have worked extremely hard often at short notice to fulfil the requests of the couples, and this has been very
successful.

Couples have not liked the short notice of government restrictions but in the main have accepted that safety of the public comes first.
In the beginning of Covid some couples were worried that they may be affected by Covid and possibly one of them die before legal protection of
marriage/CP was in place but these concerns have largely stopped as the lifting of restrictions at times has meant most people have dealt with their own
situations and been able to marry or form a CP.

We have found either people have fully cancelled as they are concerned that everyone they want to attend their ceremony can safely do so, or they have
taken the opportunity to have a much smaller ceremony without the costs.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It may be possible for this to be reduced to 4 or 5 days but we believe there should be some residential qualification and not just be able to fly in to be
married or form a CP that will be recognised around the world as this could easily lead to fraud where people do not have time to reconsider and
vulnerable people will not have the opportunity to seek help.
Marriage /CP is a huge commitment and much law is put in place following the registration. People should have time to consider not just before but
immediately before committing to this law.

Consultation Question 5:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Possibly.
As long as safe guards are in place particularly around identification and conditon.
Many people change their names - sometimes many times in their life.
Also we have no way of showing we are single so people could just state online they are single and we would be none the wiser?

At notice it is often quite difficult to establish a persons name and what legal documents they have to support this.

We can see that for some notices this may be possible but with any name change or if someone is not single there may be issues with online notices.

Also with the many traditions in other countries we regularly have difficulties with birth registrations when the couple give their name but it is not quite as
it needs to be recorded in that persons country

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

A minimum period should be in place so that couples have the opportunity to reconsider after notice and for the vulnerable to seek help.
Marriage/CP has so much law attached to in England and Wales, not only financial but in many other ways and couples should be afforded time.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

We believe there should be the same law for everyone getting married and attend in person. 
 
It is such an important and life changing decision. If you do anything that personally is legally binding you usually have to attend in person. To prove age 
identity even in a pub you have to do this by showing legal ID in person. 
Surely marriage and CP is so important and can affect your life so greatly that personal attendance must ne required. 



How would we suspect about sham or forced marriage or CP if we cannot see reactions or signs? How would we identify mental capacity online?

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

We believe British Citizens should be able to give notice anywhere in Britain to may or form a CP in E&W.
This should also be so for persons at sea who are unable to return to give notice.

However for the commonwealth and territories it would be easier if notice is given in person as commonwealth countries do not all recognise the present
law and it causes confusion for couples

Consultation Question 9:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

As long as it is online where they live only. We have many couples who are concerned that their information can be seen but anyone who wants to look
and are grateful that the notice is on display locally only and for only 28 days.

One way would be for people to have to give and prove their identity before they can access an online notice display although this then restricts those
who do not have computer access and those who are vulnerable.

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This definitely gives couples the chance to give notice for marriage or CP whatever the circumstance and even those living abroad can give notice then
return abroad and come back later in eth year to their ceremony. It has also allowed for the movement of ceremonies in the pandemic.

Consultation Question 11:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

1, Yes - either registrar, minister or name of officiate.

2. No - this would be open to fraud, would lack protection for the vulnerable and those forced into marriage. also there would no safeguard as to the
nature and purport of the ceremony.

Consultation Question 12:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Possibly , if a the substitute is fully trained in all aspects of marriage/CP law and fully understands the procedures. This should possibly only be a registrar
or religious minister.

Please share your views below:

No.
This would be open to misuse and fraud.

Consultation Question 13:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This is a matter for Church law but if you can give notice anywhere in Britain for marriage or CP in E&W then this should also be so for banns?

Consultation Question 14:

No

Please expand on your answer:



There may be a situation where these are needed.
There is continuing terrorism threats across the world and in E&W but is a matter for the churches

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

This should depend on how the notices are published in future.
If notices are online then banns should be online so there is no discrimination or perceived favouritism between religious and non-religious events.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

1, Yes definitely - the same as civil ceremonies so as to prevent fraud and to help the vulnerable and forced, but also so there is no discrimination.

2. yes - you cannot assess the situation without seeing couples

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes as per civil registration.

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:

This would allow for the same checks and balances as for all ceremonies. It would help prevent fraud and would mean all religious ceremonies would
have the same preliminaries regardless of denomination

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

1. We believe there should be a legal duty for officiants to use legal vows set by Parliament however brief in length. This will ensure that every ceremony
contains consent and there would be no confusion from the couple or officiant if legal consent has or has not been given. This is particularly important
where English is not someone's first language or they do not speak English.There is plenty of opportunity to have further vows or promises after this.
Legal impediment should also be asked for as this is the past opportunity that people attending and the couple have for stating any impediment to a
marriage or CP

2, There should be training for this maybe every year, and the requirements required should be stated in law.

3, This requirement should be place on the officiant in law as should the responsibility that any changes to the schedule have been investigated and are
correct.

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There is much law appertaining to marriage and CP and registrars are fully training and undergo yearly assessment and yearly module training so keep
up to date with the fluidity of changes to regulation and law. This means that couples are further protected by registrars.
There are many opportunities for people to become registrars across the nation for the purpose of attending ceremonies should anyone wish to undergo
the training and commitment to learning the law and regulations.
The legal duties for standards of ceremonies and the requirement to fulfil the law in a ceremony is placed on all registrars in law. We have regular
updates and guidance from GRO on changes or interpretations in law and so couples are protected by this.
Registrars also have the legal backing and support of their local council so the public and couples are protected greatly by this.
It also cheaper to have registrars as officiants as the fee includes the legal ceremony and certificate(s), independent officiants do not have the legal
knowledge, training backing of the local government or insurance in the same way

Consultation Question 21:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Yes providing it is safe and right to do so.
There may be some circumstances where two may have to attend.
Certainly a single person should not be at a ceremony on their own - venue staff or other independent people should be there as well for safeguarding.
Sometimes where fraud is concerned it can be intimidating to be at a ceremony on your own,
We have also been in situations where registrars have been accused (wrongly) of stealing or inappropriate behaviour and it has been vital that two people
have been there to verify the situation.
The requirement for two independent people attending should therefore be in place in the regulations

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The church has procedures and regulations in place that recognises those who can officiate at ceremonies and this should continue as per their church
law

Consultation Question 23:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

1.The churches or recognise religious bodies have procedures and regulations in place that recognises those who can officiate at ceremonies and this
should continue as per their church law

2. If a non- religious belief organisation is recognised in law then GRO should hold a list of those enabled to be officiants to ensure procedures and
regulations are in place.

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A new definition should be stated. This is a very broad definition and would encompass should organisations such as the Jedi who also have belief
systems as stated here and so this is open to interpretation unless further defined in law.
Organisations such as choirs or football clubs have a belief system that everyone adheres to so any organisations should have to be recognised in law for
the purpose of officiating at ceremonies.

Please share your views below:

Marriage and CP is so wide ranging and legal for a couple that only organisations recognised by law for this purpose should be listed

Consultation Question 25:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

The issue of the word 'belief'. This has to be clarified as to what is meant by belief.
People would argue that football clubs/organisations have belief, commitment, meet regularly in far more than 20 and is a religion of sorts. They would
also have sincerely held beliefs regarding marriage/CP.
Perhaps the governing body of any organisation should seek to be recognised on law as a body who can officiate at ceremonies and a list of such
organisations be held at GRO or a similar

20 people meeting at a single place of worship - could this be the online church of God? and have 20 members of the same family across the world?

20 members from different households meeting regularly in a singular building or structure to share and further their beliefs and share services?
A commitment that a ceremony will contain legal words set by Parliament that a person is free to marry or form a CP and wish to do so.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Yes.
The law should also exclude organisations involved in dangerous or possibly life threatening policies or events. Also promoting any discrimination or
inequality.

Consultation Question 27:



Please share your views below:

Yes it makes sense if the religious or recognise in law organisation for the purpose of marriage and CP have appointed officials in law to run their
organisation then they should be able to be officiants but this should be clearly stated in law and their constitution. It should not be for anyone who
attends or is for instance a 'catholic' or 'football supporter' but a named office held by one defined person who has legal responsibilities related to that
office.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This could be done via local checks through the registration service as we do for venues at the moment.

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This should be done locally where local knowledge and information is available and checks can be made.

Consultation Question 30:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not only this but legal responsibilities should be placed upon them individually and as a organisation in law with a fine should they found out to be
working in fraud or other dishonest or misplaced ways as per registrars and ministers.

Consultation Question 31:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

yes and they should also agree to follow and keep up to date with the law and understand the fines and possible imprisonment should they behave or
work against the law and procedures

Consultation Question 32:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

All officiants and organisations should be non-profit for legal ceremonies as per the churches and registration services.
Other ceremonies can be for profit and couples can chose to have this as an extra expense if they wish

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If we are serious about reducing the ceremony fees and costs all ceremonies should have a limit as to the cost of the officiant attending.
If there is no limit then there will automatically be a discrimination to those on lower incomes and others on the type of ceremonies they could have
Officiants should not be appointed by the place of marriage if a profit making venue or organisation.

Consultation Question 34:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

yes
plus
3. be a registrar and be authorised an independent officiant or nominated either by a religious or non-religious belief organisation.

Consultation Question 35:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

and undergo and prove yearly training for this

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Not just guidance but regulations and law

Consultation Question 37:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This should be monitored by GRO possibly directly with the organisation but also with written commitment by that organisation

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes GRO must retain overall control of failure to comply or any situations where coupes and the public are in harm or not fully aware of legalities before
during or after a ceremony.

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As for 38

Consultation Question 40:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This should be one years licence or possibly 2. If it is unending then there will be less control of whether an officiant maintains their knowledge of law and
regulations or continuous training so putting couples and the public at risk

Consultation Question 41:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

It should be more than this. The amount of continuous training and the what the training is should be stated and should assessed yearly.

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

1a. This declaration should be stated by Parliament so as to avoid confusion. It can include other statements and promises are chosen by the couple
1b This is the last time a couple can state there is no impediment - particularly if the notice is online and the days for reflection are shortened. Stating no
impediment will ensure that anyone knowingly going into a fraudulent ceremony , or is forcing a marriage or CP on someone, or knows there is mental
capacity issues will be publicly stating otherwise so will go toward having the ceremony voided or annulled. This will offer the best protection for the
vulnerable.
2. Ye
3. yes - to include knowing of no impediment to marriage or CP
4. - yes when they say the legal declarations



Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But to include the legal declarations if willingness and couple stating there is no impediment either written or verbally

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Everyone should be treated the same and have the same restrictions or not

Consultation Question 45:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Couples have choices and can choose a religious service. This should be limited to one reading from a religious text and possibly one religious hymn or
song

Please share your views below:

Readings from any of the recognised religions books or texts unless inappropriate for marriages or CP's.
Recognised religious hymns or songs

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Couples should have this choice

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage should be in place where anyone can object

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This should be restricted to anywhere where the couple have the written permission of the land owner and legal public indemnity for that marriage or CP
in place. Otherwise anyone could go to places such as Stonehenge, Buckingham palace, Snowdonia etc and perform a ceremony. Couples could put
themselves and witnesses at risk. Safeguarding public and private property is a necessity and a requirement in law for citizens. Also the public would be
at risk if no indemnity is in place. Risk assessments should be in place.

A person should perhaps not be able to change their name to Elizabeth Queen or Elizabeth R and then so with the couple and witnesses on a Windsor
castle or Buckingham palace tour and then have a marriage by Elizabeth Queen or Elizabeth R in Windsor castle to Buckingham Palace.

outdoors,

Please share your views below:

1. As long as there is the permission of the land owner, risk assessments and insurance in place, the public will be safe and the nature of the ceremony 
maintained. 
 
Tied boats or structures on rivers or lakes with the provisions as above would be an option as would tied airplanes or balloons. 
 
Private homes would work providing planning regulations are sort and a private home does not become a venue for ceremonies contravening planning



regulations and business regulations and tax. Perhaps a one-off licence could be granted by he local authority for this? and 1 above is also in place

Consultation Question 49:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

They must be publicly accessible with risk assessments and insurance in place but not necessarily regularly available unless a business.

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If couples are to have all the options then all options should be available

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The officiant should be required to ensure that the landowners permission, public indemnity and risk assessments are in place, and be liable if not.

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Legal requirements placed on the for land owners permission, insurance and risk assessment. Anyone organising a public gathering has to have these in
place and this should be so for ceremonies.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Should be stated in law not guidance

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

to safeguard planning regs and rules - there should be a GRO set fee for this though

Please share your views below:

The responsibility of the venue to have this in place for anywhere that has more than 2 ceremonies a year.
the local authority will pre-approve and GRO keep a list as now - this list could be held locally and available on LA websites

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Plus residence and condition

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 56:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Registration should not be electronic. Couples have to attend and sign such an important and legally binding event

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

1, Yes
2, Yes
3.no - amend to one or both parties
4.no amend to one or both parties
5, one of both parties knew of an impediment to the legal marriage

Other

Please expand on your answer:

1. depends of the mistake - these should be stated on law or regulations
2, open to abuse - witnesses should be present and should be over 16
3. if the agreement to be free to marry and know of no impediment does not have to be in the ceremony words as it is on the schedule then the
ceremony is not legal until the schedule is signed by the couple witnesses and officiant

Consultation Question 58:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

1b - amend to one or both parties
2 - yes, providing they have to sign the schedule for the marriage to be legal
3. the couple witness and officiant know of know legal impediment to the marriage

Consultation Question 59:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

1 and 2 not 1 or 2

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

marriage law is vast and there has to be some legal and voluntary way of each party stating they want full sharing of everything and that has to be a legal
marriage or something similar like CP . Just because you live together for years does not mean you want to share everything legally if fact it would be
discrimination and unfair to place that burden on people sharing a life and cohabiting.

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is outdated and intrusive into how people choose to live.

Consultation Question 61:

Other

Please expand on your answer:



This has to go further to protect people as we have for all public gatherings and events
Must include offence also to not have public indemnity , land owners permission and risk assessment in place.

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

No - a law has to be in place for marriage at short notice in these circumstances.
The fees should reflect the costs and need to be ressessed

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is a specialised area of law and needs specialised training

Consultation Question 64:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Providing this type of ceremony is clearly identified and called something like Registrar Generals Schedule

Consultation Question 65:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This should remain at one month. If someone is applying for a RG's consideration of the marriage procedures to be shortened due to illness then the
validity of the notice should be limited too.

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This would allow for standardisation across the forms of marriage

Consultation Question 67:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

1, Yes
2. No this should always be in person for safeguarding and fraud even in a pandemic.
3. No everyone should attend in person - safeguarding and fraud
4. This definitely can be achieved at the time or a later date which restrictions a re lifted

No

Please expand on your answer:

Only in exceptional circumstances - as per tier 4 at the moment

No

Please expand on your answer:

For the person dying or the family of a person dying - the statements who might be at risk of dying and the person is seriously ill and unlikely to recover
are very different and the first would be cruel to be so blatant at this time

Consultation Question 68:

No



Please expand on your answer:

Very difficult to monitor or know where these boundaries are unless stated no more than 500 m form shore line or the equivalent

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is open to fraud and misuse and with little safeguarding for the vulnerablel.

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

No in international waters on any vessel

Consultation Question 71:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

no demand known ever by any of the registrars here

Consultation Question 74:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It should be the same for everyone

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There is a small variance and a nationally set fee would be welcome and easier for the couples to understand. It would also set a benchmark for other
organisations to charge .

Consultation Question 76:

(1) the same fee as other cases in which the registration officer must travel to the person giving notice, set nationally on a cost-recovery basis; or

Please expand on your answer:

this ceremony usually takes more time and therefore costs more than other ceremonies so a national fee set at recoverable costs would be preferable

Consultation Question 77:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As long as this fee is set at recoverable costs not at £46

Consultation Question 78:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Should be a set fee nationally

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This cannot be standardised as every council pay their registrars a different salary and there are different salaries according to your office within the
service.

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There is much work that takes place when organising a ceremony with a couple and in this office we also meet with the couple virtually by phone or in
person as the couple require beforehand

Consultation Question 82:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This sometimes takes a lot longer and requires more work both in preliminaries and at the ceremony as access of often different and there are
unforeseen delays

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

The fees should be at recovery costs but a set fee

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This authorisation should take place at local level and the fee be one for the LA's.
The LA's have local understanding and knowledge and have proven experience in licensing venues etc. and keeping records

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

1. The present law does not prevent couples from getting married. Willingness and cost may as there is a culture pressure to have a large all inclusive 
ceremony somewhere splendid. However couples can get married at a cost of £46 so it is not the cost of the marriage but the cost of the venue and event



and auxiliary add ons. These will all still be there even if the law changes in fact costs may increase as couples seek even more unusual and different
ceremonies if the law allows 
 
2 as above - it is not the law but the costs of 50 or 100 or more people getting together to eat drink and celebrate. Certainly some outdoor ceremonies
would be welcomed by couples but the cost of marriage is not the issue but the cost of everything else which the law cannot control - dresses, outfits for
the men, flowers, photos, cakes, food, favours for the table, music, cost of venue hire , cost of independent celebrant which are over £600 +vat etc etc

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

1, Very popular in the pandemic when there is no pressure to invite more than the 2 witnesses to the marriage. Gives choice and is inclusive of all
incomes.
2. The Varity and security of venue weddings remains popular and there are venues for all budget and all numbers of guests. It is a good system that all
couples enjoy. If the current venues could use their outside space freely so many more ceremonies would have taken place in the pandemic and would
be the places of choice as peoples money and investment is insures and assured by the venue.
3. If you need to get married before God the costs are not prohibitive. There are choice in most religions as to the size and options at a marriage. This
could be your usual palce of worship with 2 witnesses and the priest or Westminster abbey with full choir organists, several priests and 100's of guests,
Each has a cost. It does not prohibit by cost.
4. There is the added cost of paying the land owner and getting your own public liability insurance but it is our experience that couples do not wish to risk
a large ceremony investment by marrying in a not authorised place but want everything to be legally sound. However people have wanted to get married
outdoors for some time - weather permitting - and this will be popular. Some places may still be in accessible for marriages due to planning regs and law
and it would not be fair of our popular heritage venues and areas of natural beauty become regular places for marriage and be spoilt as a consequence.
Law must be put in place to prevent this - land owners permission, insurance and risk assessment.
5. as for 4

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

1. Register office ceremonies will be more available when the fee reflects the cost, LA's running these at a loss in not appropriate for LA's.
2. There will not be a great saving in cost of the ceremony as insurance and permissions would have to be in place to safeguard people at an event. To
licence places for marriage without this in place would open a council, organisation or land owner to liabilities and legal action which would be unfair and
inappropriate just because a coupe choose to get married there unbeknown to the land owner or without insurance an assessment in place. Costs at
wedding soaring to £20k or more is not the ceremony but other costs and fees surrounding the actual event. Feeding 100 people alone can be £20-£100 a
head to start with. These are the real costs at a ceremony and the government cannot control these.
3. There is always a need for a legal ceremony or not. There is little extra cost in having separate ceremonies so there will be little savings - the costs of a
marriage is not the ceremony but a stated above all the other costs..

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

1. There cost of the approved ceremonies licence should be a national fee. At the moment many venues pay between £400 and £650 a year for their
licence and have much support and help in preparing and guiding the couple through the legalities and procedures for marriage. Our feedback is that
couple are assured as to not only the legality of the ceremony but that any issues will be resolved easily and within the law but the registrars and venues
alike. There is a lost opportunity for very small businesses to venture into the wedding business and offer ceremonies - particularly small cafes in parks
for instance which do not have much income but a wedding or two a year would help with income and PR. data available if required
2. We have never had a situation when we cannot attend a ceremony except possibly one request for Christmas day last year but the couple instead
found their guests did not want to attend on that day. We believe districts plan or recruit accordingly for their ceremonies. However perhaps the reform
will allow a registrar to attend in any district so we are national registrars for marriage not local?

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

1. They would save the AP licence fee but may fall foul of planning regs and law by holding regular ceremonies without licence and face a legal challenge
or worse.
2. Ap's enjoy the relationship with registrars and benefit form not being concerned about legalities and can concentrate on everything else. We do not
have issues with availabilities of registrars.
3, The venues at present have wide ranging ceremonies by registrars and others so this will not change no extra benefit with the proposals
4. We do not believe this will increase weddings as it is a culture and perception as to whether people choose to marry. Options will be good for couples
and outdoor will be great, but these measures will not increase the numbers just the options available.

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

1, Couples can have difficulty in knowing the law in another country or jurisdiction and sometimes choose to get married locally instead and have a non
legal ceremony elsewhere. Also legalisation of documents for marriage can be costly. This could be reduced to £10 per document,
2. Law is clear and well stated and every registration will guide an overseas resident through the law. Little impact on resident it just needs explaining
carefully sometimes.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

as above

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

1, GRO will benefit due to fees for registration and authorisation of officiants and checks etc. LA's will lose fees for AP's and for ceremonies which will
impact with loss of jobs and income.
2. Businesses will enjoy less fees for licensing and some businesses may offer alternatives for ceremonies if there are no fees. If there is more choice
couples may choose different styled receptions so regular and established businesses may lose out to picnic and cruise ceremonies.
3, There is a general move away from religion and this will probably see a further decline in church attendance .
4. There is a push by independent officiants to be recognised and they may not have the permissions, insurance or risk assessments in place by law to
fully reassure and protect the public. If these things are not in place will it will be unfair to the couples and guests attending and unfair to other
businesses and venues who have to have this in place to have public attend events, It is open to challenge and legal issues and the public will not be safe.
Independent officiants do not provide anything that cannot be already provided by the well- trained dedicated and committed registration services.
5. Couples will have options but may be less protected - see 4. we believe they will enjoy being able to marry outdoors but most importantly there will be
options even if the costs are more or even less.
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

It is now becoming harder and harder to feel married as the British definition of marriage is changing out of all recognition from what was accepted when 
we were married. 
 
Without meaning to this focus on individuals and their views has undermined the common understanding of the what marriage is, it's role in society and 
the basis of life long commitment that it has and should entail



 
You are watering down what needs to be strengthened and upheld

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Shamefully slow to enable proper legally binding weddings to take place when the virus hit

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

You are taking away vital protections to the due considerations that protect everyone from being compelled into a wedding against their wishes

Consultation Question 5:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Partly yes, partly no.

We all know the problems caused if there is over-sight of an online document but can understand the practicalities involved in this modern day of rush
rush rush

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

in most business contracts there is a cooling off period to consider what you are signing up to - the same minimal safeguard is needed for life long
commitments

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Always err on the side of caution in this respect. The reality of forced or arranged marriages are ever present

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

- don't have enough experience here to be able to comment

Consultation Question 9:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

partly yes, partly no.

It all depend upon assessing the risk to the couple involved.

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

with the Church of England clergy it has always been possible for anyone legally ordained to step in in such instances so answer is yes so long as the
officiant is properly recognized & registered

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Outside of my scope fro opinion

Consultation Question 14:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Just because there has been no war at home for many years doesn't mean that there may never be such a war again. Keep the protections & hope they
are never needed

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Let the current rules stand. The home place for banns to be published and the qualifying church mean some protection from possible manipulation by a
party who is otherwise already married from such deceit

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

This is practical and wise. The willingness of both parties can thereby be checked as
can their identity.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes, both need to be able to freely make this declaration. Otherwise the innocent can suffer or be taken advantage of

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Matrimony is an Holy estate ordained by the Lord Jesus in scripture. Therefore Anglican preliminaries are firstly to uphold His authority being first and
foremost His servants

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Unless recognized by church authority they have no standing in church to carry out that function

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The protection of the ordinary person from cults needs to be upheld

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Of course it should expressly exclude. Otherwise you are giving the devil who doesn't recognise you a license to administer for you

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Only where those offices are rigorously subject to examination such as clerks in Holy orders are

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It's a service offered not a second hand car mart

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I agree with prohibiting them from any conflict of interest but their fees should be capped to stop wanton profiteering

Consultation Question 34:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There will always be some valid exceptions on this point eg links to the parties involved

Consultation Question 35:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Matrimony is a life time commitment not an event. Yes, it is entered into through the service but it is not just a service. Therefore the service should
reflect this weighty undertaking. Solemn and dignified are vague terms that do not go nearly far enough to uphold what is happening.

It would be better to clarify these terms to ensure that the service reflects the gravity of what is taking place and that the understanding of life time
commitment is reinforced. It should be part of the wider duty and responsibility of the officiant to see that marriage is neither lightly nor wantonly
entered into by either consenting party. Keep standards high if accessible. Don't water them down into cheap speak. Marriage in essence is not just the
ceremony and it should be the officiant's wider responsibility to see that the tone and content of the ceremony duly convey that to the gathering and
especially to the couple and their witnesses

Consultation Question 36:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

So long as this does not advise churches on how to do what they have been doing for centuries

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Traditionally wedding have been held during reasonable daylight hours to stop any deceit from taking place when ti was possible that another (normally 
the bride) was substituted to the person who had been expected. 



That reason still stands.

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The effective removal of the prescribed legal words forming the marriage contract in the presence of witnesses undermines both the commitment of the
couple and the public nature of what marriage is.

It is vital to keep the element of public declaration as the couple are then to live in the face of society as a unit of commitment eligible for tax benefits and
other such rewards for their pledge to live from a point of commitment to the other.

Removing the age tested words used for entering into the marriage opens up a can of worms as to whether there has actually been a legally binding
commitment made and I can see a whole plethora of misunderstanding and later problematic repercussions as a result of this loosening of the long arm
of the law and what society understands through it.

Arguably if a couple are not willing to make a public legal declaration to each other they are not truly willing to be married to each other and accept the
responsibility of commitment to one another

It should also not be possible for someone to enter into the estate of matrimony without being present for their own ceremony and again the wording
above implies that that scenario could take place.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is so more than the individual couple's event.

Again we are back to the very nature of marriage and how our society understands it and the legally binding nature that it has been across the centuries
and not just in our country either.

It is like trying to serve the froth of the Guiness drink and make out that that is all there is to the drink. Time to tighten up not water down so that this
estate of marriage again becomes something of great value not a cheap thrill for the moment.

Commitment and legal obligations are involved - this is bigger than either the couple or the officiant and the service/ceremony should reflect these
important facts.

Consultation Question 44:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is a specious use of language and a bit cart before the horse. Why not simply say that the AJQs can continue to use their own prescribed forms of
wedding services and that folks who choose those type of weddings must abide by the requirements the AJQ put in place?

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

At the very least prayers and an address should be allowed

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No



Please expand on your answer:

There is no good reason to remove this possibility. There are times when this possibility is a great blessing to those who ask for this.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There has always been a danger of forced marriages. Centuries ago this public access element and open doors approach was introduced precisely to put
in legal safeguards. These must be kept.

Besides the nature of marriage is more than just about the couple in question. The couple enter into marriage. Marriage is a declaration of a legally
changed status in our society and not an event for any individuals to craft into their own fantasy world

Keeping the open doors and public access denies the false perception that it is a private matter only and upholds the vital element of public significance

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The nature of marriage is to enter into a changed social status and that affects both the couple themselves and the rest of us in society. At heart it is a
legally binding contract

Thus when entering into something of such significance the venue chosen should of itself reflect this serious aspect for the legal part of the ceremony.
That way there is still a common ground of understanding with the rest of us as to what the couple are coming into rather than just a special event
unique to them.

Therefore the buildings used should be appropriate to the occasion.

This in no way affects or limits the party following the marriage that couples can and do hold.

Please share your views below:

While I understand the appeal of the visual settings suggested there is still the danger that marriage is reduced to the individual couple rather than to the
community of which they are a part. When the choice is more tacky or prosaic then the undervaluing of marriage has happened.

Once again there needs to be a realisation that the party event connected to a marriage is not of itself the actual marriage.

The Anglican idea of special licence may be something to consider adopting here as a safe-guard for the institution of marriage to protect everyone

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Be it a civil wedding or a church wedding a wedding is still a public commitment and needs to be seen as such.

Thus when entering into something of such significance the venue chosen should of itself reflect this serious aspect for the legal part of the ceremony.
That way there is still a common ground of understanding with the rest of us as to what the couple are coming into rather than just a special event
unique to them.

It also means the public access element should be retained

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

No

Please expand on your answer:



Why cannot the common sense yardstick come into play here? The organisations themselves are surely the regulators as to who - and for what purposes
- can use their premises. Why have more regulation than actually needed??

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No it should still be essential to uphold the nature of the seriousness of what the couple are entering into by having agreed standards as to what counts
as a suitable venue for the occasion.

By all means enable the officiant to be able to apply for a special permit when the occasion arises.

Having a register of venues stops any couple from bullying an officiant over the choice of venue too.

Consultation Question 52:

No

Please expand on your answer:

While the intention of this is admirable and welcome, it is not enough. What counts as either safe or dignified??

The safeguards here need to be made clear, be of a stringent nature and uphold the institution of marriage as well as the safety for those attending.
Without this in place, then this is like driving a car without seat-belts, so not safe or dignified at all.

No

Please expand on your answer:

You put too much onus on the officiant here to do the leg work. Rather the GRO should have a register of acceptable venues with the possibility of a
special licence being obtained for the out of the ordinary cases that can arise

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But only in the context of my answer already given at 47, 48 and 52.

The general rule of thumb should be a register of suitable venues with the possibility of a special licence being granted by the GRO if the occasion arises

Please share your views below:

Churches & GRO to work in tandem here. Much would be routine and no special licence needed.

Where a special licence is needed then over ruling circumstances should be considered.

Suggest it works like the building permits in areas of outstanding natural beauty

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Other

Please expand on your answer:



Can't beat the hand written documents for authenticity. These can always be scanned in

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Vital to retain witnesses and to sign the schedule/marriage document to prevent forced marriages,

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

presumptions like these can never legally frame a marriage, however stable the cohabitation has been. The vital legal declaration of the changed status is
missing

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a life time commitment however long or short that life is



Consultation Question 66:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a life time commitment however long or short that life is.

Lumping the sick and housebound with prisoners seems harsh

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

On points 2, 3 & 4 the idea of not being present and having only a remote signing still undermines the consent of each party and the status of marriage
itself. Also it's not quite clear as to whether this would only apply if we were in a national emergency

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not sure - mental capacity must come into play though

Consultation Question 68:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Have always understood captain may officiate at sea but is this proposal for those who serve at sea or does it include any of those wanting to marry at
sea. For the latter all the usual safeguards should be in place

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Again not sure if this is a by choice of venue or by accident of occupation. Agree re those who have a sea bound occupation but hesitant re those who
choose such a venue otherwise - see answers at 48 & 52

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Again not sure if this is a by choice of venue or by accident of occupation. Agree re those who have a sea bound occupation but hesitant re those who
choose such a venue otherwise - see answers at 48 & 52

For all who have sea bound occupations then the age old ability of the captain to marry them should apply - regardless of ship

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Agree re those who have a sea bound occupation but hesitant re those who choose such a venue otherwise - see answers at 48 & 52

For all who have sea bound occupations then the age old ability of the captain to marry them should apply

Would expect the captain to be the officiant

Consultation Question 72:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Agree with point 1 but not point 2 as that would cover those who serve at sea rather than those choosing the location

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Always the importance of the institution that is marriage should be above the profit of the particular venue.

I refer you back to my answers at 48 & 52

Marriage is entering into an holy estate, that of matrimony and shall not be undertaken, lightly nor wantonly. It does not exist to make business rich but
to enrich the very fabric of society by promoting the commitment of 2 people to live together in a mutually supportive way and is for the nurture of any
resulting children too

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUNZ-U

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-04 16:44:36

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Registration officers should also be able to officiate at church weddings because many churches rely on civil registrars to register weddings, as they do
not have their own authorised person.

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

The phrase 'contrary to public policy or morality' is far too subjective as it could lead to those with unpopular but entirely legal views being excluded from
nominating officiants.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Allowing independent officiants would enable those who may not place such a high value on marriage as our current registrars or religious
representatives do, to perform wedding ceremonies. This could lead to the undermining of the dignity of marriage.

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:



No

Please expand on your answer:

The commitment made in marriage is to be taken very seriously. The prescribed words encourage the maintenance of that attitude and help prevent the
ceremony being treated casually.

A requirement for officiants to ensure that the ceremony does not undermine the dignity and solemnity of marriage is too subjective. It will not prevent
couples finding an officiant to agree to even the most unsuitable requests.

Consultation Question 43:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The ‘open doors’ requirement is a valuable part of wedding day celebrations as it makes it clear that marriage is important to society as a whole and that
it is not just a private affair.

The ‘open doors’ requirement also helps protect against forced marriage and bigamy.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

The consultation states that venues would need to be ‘dignified’ and ‘safe’, but is not clear on what this means or how it will be tested. Venues must not
detract from the solemn occasion of the wedding, as has previously been the case in some unofficial weddings which have been conducted underwater
and in a sadomasochism dungeon.

The lack of clarity regarding what the safeguards will be which will prevent unsuitable venues being used is concerning. Venues must not detract from the
solemnity of the wedding or lead to the trivialisation of marriage.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:



Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUN3-M

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

none

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUAB-P

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-04 16:53:14

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

 Independent Celebrant)

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Many of the couples I work with are British citizens who are resident abroad (mostly in USA, Singapore, Australia, New Zealand). It means if they want to
be legally married in the UK they need to factor in the significant cost of flying back to give notice of marriage, as well as their main trip back to host their
wedding ceremony - if this could be done online it would be far simpler and much less expensive for couples. The most popular option for these types of
couples currently is to legally marry in their place of residence and then return to England/Wales for a Celebrant-led Wedding Blessing.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

In the 21st century being able to give notice online (or at least part of it) has got to be the way forward.

Consultation Question 6:

three days;

Please expand on your answer:

This would certainly help those overseas based couples who would then be able to complete their marriage legalities during one trip.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Yes definitely think this should be an option. 2020 has shown us that all sorts of important meetings can be conducted online, even Parliament! A belt and
braces approach is essential, as there will always be some concerns with a very small number of those attempting to marry for the wrong reasons.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Yes I don't see why not.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Potentially longer given what has happened this year, with many marriages having to be postponed, and therefore schedules becoming out of date and
needing to be reissued at extra cost to the couples. 18 months to 2 years?

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As an Independent Celebrant of nearly 8 years and having created and delivered hundreds of personalised wedding 'blessings' over that period of time, I
would love to be able to follow the Australian model and allow couples the choice of their officiant/celebrant. I was also a Registrar of Marriages for the 7
years prior and so I have experience of both legal marriages as well as the symbolic ones I perform these days. I think it's vital that we allow modern
couples the freedom to be able to choose every aspect of their marriage/wedding ceremony, including the place, the content and the person who writes,
prepares and conducts it for them, as well as what they are prepared to pay for such a personal service. I develop such a close bond with the couples I
work with and it's a real privilege to help them celebrate their marriage; it would be the icing on the cake to be able to register their marriage legally too -
at the same time. Instead couples are forced to go through essentially two ceremonies in order to achieve their goals - one at the Register Office (usually
the simplest basic statutory marriage ceremony) and then another personalised wedding ceremony with me generally on a different day. They do it like
that because it's the only way, and it often upsets members of their close family who are excluded and don't understand why it has to be like this. To
combine the most important aspects of a Celebrant-led Wedding - the personalisation and the immense attention to detail we take - with the short
legalities, being able to issue a Marriage Certificate is the ultimate goal!

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Being independent means just that.

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I work with many couples who wish to hold their wedding ceremony completely in the open air outdoors (not under a gazebo or other "permanent
structure") in woodland, farms, fields, festival sites, beaches, or more often than not, in the garden of their own property. The antiquated law about
needing to have a roof in order for a location to be licenced needs to change.

outdoors,, on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

See above - couples need to have choice in every aspect of their wedding/marriage. Many of course will still choose a hotel conference room or
banqueting suite for their big day, but there is a growing section of modern society who say no to tradition and wish to do things their own way.

Consultation Question 49:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Some (not all) Register Offices make it very difficult for couples to access the low cost statutory "Registration Only" basic marriage ceremony (eg not 
making it clear these are available to book and steering/encouraging couples instead to book a more expensive ceremony room - or even not having the 
details online at all!). Most Register Offices only offer the statutory marriage at limited times or on certain days of the week and these slots naturally get 
booked up quickly. Couples inevitably end up paying over the odds for a ceremony that they just wanted 'for the legalities' if they can't access the low cost 
one on the date they wish (most often couples wish to complete these legalities the day before or the day of their celebrant-led wedding ). It's an added



complication and cost to couples.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

In the consultation it says that about half of the places of worship, i.e. churches, which are currently registered to be able to conduct weddings don't have
anyone who is authorised to conduct weddings. That means that they have to have a civil registrar to take a wedding to comply with the law. If they could
no longer do that they would have to have an authorised person of their own to take the service, and that person may well not have enough knowledge
of what is required to ensure they have complied with all the legalities.
It would mean couples would then be forced to have a civil wedding, even if they wanted to marry in a church.

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Public policy or morality is a very vague statement, and is constantly being changed by Government and pressure groups who object to the traditional
views of morality which are still held by many millions in this country. Freedom of speech is being continually eroded, and any views held by religious
organisations which are at odds with those who object to them are increasingly being closed down under the guise of hate speech. The way things are
going it won't be long before everything will be censored by the state, and so no religious organisation would be able to hold weddings. The suggestion to
do this is totally wrong.

Obviously if organisations were involved in promoting terrorism, or crime, or any other activity which is genuinely illegal, that is a different matter,

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No



Please expand on your answer:

At the moment those who officiate at weddings are those from religious organisations who take marriage very seriously, or they are trained registrars,
who again take the role seriously. Idependent officiants can already hold ceremonies which aren't legally binding, and a lot have been held which have
turned the whole seriousness of real marriage into a jokeinvolved. At the moment there is no financial incentive to officiate a wedding, but this would
allow independent officiants to make wedding vows a commercial concern. Those more willing to be flexible with the ceremony would be likely to profit
the most, and people would push boundaries. A recent study found that most independent celebrants would give couples very little restriction in what
they could include in their ceremony – even where the content “clashed with their personal religion, beliefs or values”. This wouldn't make marriages
cheaper finacially to hold, which was one of the Government's aim, but it would cheapen the value and seriuosness of marriage.

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This totally undermines the seriousness of the marriage ceremony, and that it is intended to result in a lifetime commitment. This way it seems that even
a thumbs up would be sufficient to agree to the marriage, and to be accepted, and it would trivialise marriage, and make it a farce. This would increase
divorce, because it would show that the couple hadn't taken marriage vows, and what they mean, seriously.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The Law Commission suggests officiants should have a duty to uphold the dignity and solemnity of marriage, but this will not encourage that, but will
have the opposite effect. It is far more important that a legal wedding ceremony reflects the seriousness of the commitment the parties are making than
that it is personalised to the couple. Non-legally binding ceremonies can already be as personalised as people want, and have made the whole ceremony
a farce. Examples have included ceremonies underwater, in a sadomasochism dungeon, at a comic book convention with a couple dressed as fictional
characters, and a couple dressed as hedgehogs. This suggestion would allow the whole ceremony to be trivialised, a joke, and a mockery of what it should
really be.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage isn't a private affair. It is an important part of society, and the ‘open doors’ requirement allows people to see the seriousness of it. Many people
will attend the marriage ceremony only, when they have not been included on the guest list for the reception afterwards, and it gives them the
opportunity to see and support the couple on the day, and also to do that during the marriage afterwards. Marriage affects society, not just the couple. .
This couldn’t be further from the truth. Having weddings which are open to any member of the public, rather than just those invited, is a way of
protecting against forced marriage and bigamy.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Removing the restrictions opens the door to inappropriate venues being used, and who will decide what is inappropriate. Also, there aren't safeguards to
prevent unsuitable venues being used. The consultation states that venues would need to be ‘dignified’ and ‘safe’, and yet the Law Commission has made
it clear it sees no objection to weddings “in the air.” That means the terms ‘dignified’ and ‘safe’ could be interpreted very broadly. As already stated
unofficial weddings have been conducted underwater, in a sadomasochism dungeon, at a comic book convention with a couple dressed as fictional
characters, so would these be considered dignified and safe? This would totally trivialise marriage, and the law must not be changed to allow such
obviously undignifed, and unsafe venues to host legally binding ceremonies

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:





Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Lots of churches have to have civil registrars to register weddings because they don't have an authorised person available within the church.

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

'Contrary to public policy or morality', is a very subjective assessment resulting in
those with legal but less popular views being at risk of exclusion from nominating officiants. The focus, should rather be on objective criteria.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Allowing independent officiants would be likely to open the flood gates to some who may not place a very high value on marriage, therefore undermining
the serious nature and dignity of such a commitment.

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage has always been built on solemn promises made between two people.
If these proposals go ahead it would be possible to have a wedding that was legal but where no words or commitments have been verbally made,
resulting in marriage being relegated to merely a Government certificate.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is vitally important that a legal wedding ceremony reflects the seriousness of the commitment between the two people involved.
That is more important than personalising it, which is in danger of undermining it.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is not a private affair but plays an open, important part in society. If we close the doors we are in effect saying the opposite. Having 'open doors'
to any member of the public is also a way of protecting against forced marriage and bigamous relationships.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There is a deep concern that if weddings are legally permitted to take place anywhere, the solemnity and seriousness of the ceremony will be
undermined.

There also seems to be a lack of clarity as to what 'dignified' and 'safe' means when it comes to a particular venue...

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:
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Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Several of my friends had to either postpone their wedding or have a very much smaller wedding. This is sad, but I very much understand in the
pandemic.



Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Would this impact on forced marriages being rushed through? That would be my biggest concern with this requirement being abolished.

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

These proposals both sound like a good way to help prevent forced marriages.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Absolutely yes - both of the couple need to attend their wedding! It's important that there are no impediments to their marriage.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

It is our duty to promote morality and the sanctity of marriage.

Consultation Question 27:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It would be a dangerous removal of safeguards if you were to allow a couple to get married without both people attending.

The use of proscribed words is helpful as marriage is a solemn covenant promise, to be enjoyed, but not to be taken at all lightly.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There is already a lot of flexibility to give couples a wedding that suits them. I think it would undermine the serious importance of the wedding promises if
you were to allow people to just get married wherever they wanted.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This would be a dangerous removal of safeguards against forced marriages.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please give good clarification and put good safeguards in place to make sure that the wedding locations are safe and dignified.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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Enter the name of your organisation:
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Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

No



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This is not clearly worded

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUNS-M

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-04 17:07:23

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

UK resident and British Citizen

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a very serious undertaking. It should not be taken at random or lightly.

Consultation Question 5:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I think that seems ok.

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

A lot longer. As stated before marriage should be a lifetime commitment. A month or two wait will help the certainty of decision.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

can't think of the situation.

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

both of the couple should attend

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

removal of the (b) item is not good. The mention of legal impediment is a serious consideration and intensifies the solemnity of the occasion.
Marriage is not to be taken like a club membershiip.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage should be in a regular place which has a licence already . They could marry in a night club or a bar or worse place.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

a religious building or registry office are best places.

Please share your views below:

I feel typical places should be a church or other religious place or a registry office.

Consultation Question 49:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(1) the same fee as other cases in which the registration officer must travel to the person giving notice, set nationally on a cost-recovery basis; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUHK-6

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-04 17:17:00

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

This would seem to e a sensible proposal.

Consultation Question 17:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I agree but what exactly is meant by 'dignity and solemnity of marriage'. Marriage is a serious commitment between two individuals and should not be
treated lightly or in a frivolous manner.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

These proposals would trivialize marriage and not reflect the solemnity of the commitment being made. The marriage ceremony should keep to a
prescribed format such as in the Anglican church ceremony. If a couple are allowed to devise their own ceremony then there can be no recognized
understanding by the general public of what has taken place.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Absolutely not. Marriage is a very serious commitment. Such latitude as proposed would leave the whole ceremony open to ridicule.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If religious content is required, the couple should decide on a ceremony in a place of worship.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Public access to a wedding should be maintained. Weddings are not private affairs but are the basis of a sound society which is in the interest of
everyone. Furthermore, public access ensures that a wedding is evidently a happy affair and that neither participant is under any duress eg in forced
marriage.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I do not agree as such freedom could lead to the solemnity and seriousness of the ceremony not being recognized.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

How can the wedding location be determined to be 'safe and dignified'. How are these terms to be defined, even by the General Register Office ? More
safeguards are required.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUHJ-5

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-04 17:17:22

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Response on behalf of an organisation

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

.

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I am divorced

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:



Restrictive in terms of location.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This would enable British couples living abroad to com back for a short period to give their Notice of Marriage

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

14 days. Enough time needs to be given to allow a Notice of Marriage to be contested, taking into account people being away.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

There needs to be safety measures put in place if there are concerns about it being a sham or forced marriage, to protect individuals going to remote
locations

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Easier to look on line and contest a marriage

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

No. They should be published online. Publishing them only in the church leaves the church open to being the target of sham marriages

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

yes, both need to be seen and separately, so reduce the risk of coercive behaviour over one of the party

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Indépendant Celebrants - this covers the gap between those who do not have any faith and those that practise a faith. Many couples have spiritual views
and are influenced by mixed faiths, quite often by their family, but are not necessarily actively practising that faith.
It covers the gap for those that do not necessarily follow a secular belief, but do not class themselves as particularly religious.

Consultation Question 25:



No

Please expand on your answer:

I think it should be down to the individual being nominated as an officiant, regardless to the number of members in the group. I do not see how setting a
number bares any relevance

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Absolutely.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

It should be a named individual

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There is a desperate need for Independent Officiants to be authorised and included on the list of officiants. The general public want more choice and this
would bring us in line with the freedom of choice available within other countries such as Australia, New Zealand, America, France, Spain to mention a few

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

This should be guidance only

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Religious music, readings from the bible, the Lord's Prayer

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A blessing should be allowed if the couple wish this to happen



Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Public access should be allowed to ensure contesting of a marriage can take place if necessary

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There needs to be an understanding that access to the public must be granted to a private home if someone wishes to contact the marriage

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

It should be publicly accessible when the wedding is taking place only

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

No

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

The local authority or an independent company

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Sometimes it can take longer than 3 years to escape domestic abuse

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

There could be an inclusion for Specially trained Celebrants to be able to conduct the interview also. As an experienced ex Registrar, I have taken such
interviews and the patient often prefers to be able to deal with one person at such a sensitive and vulnerable time.

Consultation Question 64:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

No

Please expand on your answer:



As soon as reasonably possible is too open to it being not returned.

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(1) the same fee as other cases in which the registration officer must travel to the person giving notice, set nationally on a cost-recovery basis; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

The current law is extremely outdated and does not reflect the wishes of the general public. 
Opening up the option for legal weddings to take place by Independent Celebrants in any location, will in my view increase the number of people getting



married, who are currently put off by the high cost and restrictions. 
Couples will have the freedom to choose the dignified content that reflects them as a couple.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

The current law is outdated and frustrating for couples, taking up time and money when having to separately have their ceremony recognised legally. We
need to move with the times and offer the facility to legally recognise the ceremony anywhere and by a registered officiant, rather than it being the room
that has the license.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

By allowing couples to get married at home or on private land, they can take responsibility for the whole day if they wish, taking out the cost of hiring a
venue where they are restricted to their times, date availability, food options etc...
The general public are being given freedom of choice, allowing them the flexibility to have their wedding day in one location, not having to split between 2
venues or in the exact location of their choice. They will not ensure additional transportation costs, not have to take additional time off work to do the
legal bit separately.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

The current law restricts so many businesses from applying for an Approved Premises License, as the cost outweighs the benefits.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Businesses would benefit from the opportunity to offer their premises for a wedding when the cost of a license isn't required, encouraging them to offer
this service. They would have the option to have the ceremony at the time the couple wish if it was opened out to Independent Officiants, rather than the
couple being restricted to having a particular Registration Service offer the only times they have available, as is the case under the current law.

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

The
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Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It’s not always possible for individuals to get time to go to give notice in person.

Consultation Question 6:

three days;

Please expand on your answer:

I do t see a reason to wait

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Yes they should be done remotely where possible. Best use of professional resources and couples time

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Yes as long as both parties are legally a UK. Citizen this should be the case

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Best use of resources and time

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

The couple should be given time to select an officiant that they would like rather than have one assigned

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

The answer depends on whether the couple have selected their own officiant or not. If yes then I agree

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Celebrants have been officiating in this role for years and would be the best person for the job should couples choose to go down that route

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There’s been a long history of an us and them type relationship. This is now about couplesswishes and not about each other’s religious beliefs. We need
to work together

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Surely you don’t need to belong to any secular belief system, and even if you do you should be able to choose your own officiant whether in or out of that
system

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I would add they they should not need to belong to any particular governing body at the point of training

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

This is vague as currently independent celebrants travel some distance to officiate weddings, they should still be able to do this as just being able to
officiate within their area would mean a loss in earnings for many

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

In terms of the legally binding parts yes, however couples should be given choice when it comes to the telling of their love story, who they want to include
and any symbolism required



Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

That depends on the meaning of fit and proper. Obviously the normal things count such as any criminal offences etc but little things like uniform/hair
colour should not deem whether a person is fit and proper

Consultation Question 39:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

See above

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

What would be the continued development guidelines???

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Couples should have a choice where they marry

Please share your views below:

As long as the couple and officiant are happy then anywhere should be permitted

Consultation Question 49:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Betwnn venue/officiant and registrar

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This depends on whether there would be too much red tape. Terminally ill patients need to get married quickly so the process needs to be smooth.

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(2) there should be no fee.

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YURF-B

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-04 17:21:28

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

n/a

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

n/a

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

n/a

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:



n/a

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Due to the serious nature of marriage (marriage ceremony), I feel it is imperative for in-person interviews to take precedence, ie not remotely. The
internet is no replacement for people. I do not think it would be possible to reliably detect possible suspect motivation for marriage in all cases over the
internet. Again, the seriousness of marriage/the marriage ceremony would in my view be potentially overlooked by lack of face-to-face contact.

The use of the internet is becoming ever more popular in today's world, however one has only, to look, for example, at declining standards of decency
and use of grammar on the internet to see that it is becoming a 'convenient' substitute. The internet is too easy an option for a society that tends to have
'throwaway' values. Marriage is for life and the pre-marriage formalities should not be trivialised.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The internet is becoming too 'convenient' for instant transactions. Marriage is a serious institution.

There could not be a 'one size fits all' safeguard and it would be open to abuse. There will never be a perfect way to display Notice of Marriage, so it
should be left alone.

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

2.This would be open to abuse.

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Possibly open to abuse.

Please share your views below:



No, I don't believe they should.

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The current arrangement is satisfactory, I believe.

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

1. yes
2. yes

1. this should be without an issue if each of the couple is aware of the expectation
2. this is important...and may help to expose any sham marriages etc

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

While appointing officiants would cut some of the red tape and have certain benefits, it would allow weddings to take place in potentially unsuitable
places, such as whilst sky diving. One must question the 'dignity' and 'solemnity' of the institute of marriage expressed through such a means.

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

By their training, experience and fairly ) broad acceptance within the the community, this should be permitted, I believe. These are often people who are
sought out in times of family and marital crises, so I think this qualifies them on the whole.



Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Laws and the perception of public morality is changing. There could be a dangerous precedent here as people need to be able to act according to their
conscience. It would be abhorrent if, for example, a church or religious body that did not feel comfortable with same-sex marriage was overruled by law
and thus was not able to nominate officiants from within

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This does not go far enough as each person may have a different interpretation of what 'dignity' and 'solemnity' of marriage may mean, depending on
their views and life experiences. Surely, they have a responsibility to make sure that the whole tone and substance of the marriage ceremony in every
way promotes and upholds these virtues. We need it defined in a legal context what 'dignity' and 'solemnity' mean in this instance, I would be extremely
worried that a marriage taking place in a hot air balloon, for example, could not conform to these standards and the estate of marriage could be the butt
of jokes.

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Because of the solemnity and weight of the marriage ceremony, couples having the option to say anything or nothing is a huge departure from what is
generally expected in setting the tone and feeling of this important occasion. It does away totally with public declaration and one of its very foundations.
This risks denying the solemnity and dignity of the legal joining together of a couple and the commitments involved.
Simply signing the marriage schedule is inadequate. In theory, somebody could sign who is not actually present for the occasion.

Couples at the present time are free to add to the words in a marriage ceremony, so there already is flexibility there, as indeed in the whole of the service.
It shouldn't be to much of a hardship to expect the couple to use some specific phrases to commit to the lifetime commitment they are entering into.

Marriage is an accepted human institution, a legally defined union. Thus, it is in the interests of the couple and society that the declaration is public. The
act of marriage is wider than that of the interests of the couple, so it cannot be expected that each and every wedding can be tailor-made to suit each
couple, (this would lead to the decoupling of marriage from the law and wider society)

Consultation Question 43:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Because a marriage ceremony is about expressing life-long commitment one to the other, such a significant event calls for a serious and meaningful
setting. Society and state have an interest in this public declaration, so couples (and officiant) should not have the option to take matters into their own
hands. It is important that everyone involved, the couple in particular, have the correct view of marriage and the seriousness of what they are entering
into. There are no rules for how an engagement should be conducted, however the formality of marriage is different.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This might please some couples and is likely to be the cheaper option.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

People should have the choice. For some, the religious service that follows a civil wedding ceremony is much-desired. There is no very good reason for
abolishing it that withstands scrutiny.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The declaration of a couple's commitment to one another is of a public nature, therefore it is important that this still stands. A 'chipping off of this and a
chipping off of that' amounts to an erosion of the marriage ceremony and its importance.. Open doors at a marriage ceremony are a symbol of the
public's aversion to FORCED MARRIAGES and have been historically for a long time. To repeal this arrangement would send out the wrong message to
various groups as this problem still exists today.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The venues need to be suited to the seriousness and tone of the marriage ceremony, therefore some places will not be suitable, even though this might
be the couple's dream location. It might be useful for people to have access to more locations than at present, for example where a church hall is not
large enough or not suitable, however this must not be a licence for getting married 'anywhere'.

on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

How can weddings 'in the air' meet the criteria of 'dignified and solemn'? It beggars belief that some unofficial weddings have taken place underwater, at
a Comic Book convention etc! There needs to be some control over where (and what and how) weddings are allowed to take place, otherwise there will be
extreme cases that will not withstand later scrutiny (but it will be too late and will have set a precedent).

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:



This step is not necessary. It is an option that should remain open to the public. It helps preserve some of the formality of the occasion and staff have the
best of training and experience in conducting marriages.

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There should be CLEAR guidelines regarding locations. Different generations and types of people have very different expectations and wants, so this will
help to clarify what might be deemed 'suitable' and 'unsuitable'. It should not be up to the officiant to decide.

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Who is to say if a venue is 'dignified' and 'safe'? How is this going to measured? Different people measure things differently. There need to be some very
strict safeguards.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I would like to know what the General Register Office would approve as 'safe and dignified'. This is very unclear. We would need stringent safeguards,
please.

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

 Celebrant

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

n/a

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:



Weddings have been one of the hardest hit sectors throughout the pandemic. It seems that more couples wish to get married but are looking for
alternative venues and ways in which to have their celebrations.
Many couples are mindful of the “legal” requirements when getting married but, in my experience, they see the legal difference as a “necessary evil” and
really want a ceremony in their chosen venue which incorporates everything. During the pandemic, this has been heightened as registrars closed their
doors.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This will make for good practice.

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The current practice of having two officers present is merely further bureaucracy and expense for today's couples.

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This clearly discriminates against an independent officiants who may not belong to a governing authority. Although many independent officiants are
linked to a training organisation, this is not always the case and this should therefore be considered very carefully without proving discriminatory.

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Once again, this allows for discriminatory behaviours and automatically disfavours an independent officiant who does not hold any firm belief "system".
Couples do not want to have to follow someone else's beliefs and values; they want to choose for themselves and allowing only those with a "reported"
belief system to officiate is grossly unfair in the 21st century.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

No



Please expand on your answer:

This, again, places an independent officiant who does not hold any allegiance with one of the professional bodies, at a disadvantage. Although many
independent officiants do hold a membership with such a body, this should not be a money making exercise!

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Yes, this stands to reason that any organisation must be lawful and of morally good standing.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not necessarily proposed by an organisation per sae but nominated officiants details should be kept in a central record.

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Today's couples are confused enough about their choices and an officiant should be just that...an officiant...regardless of their personal beliefs and value
systems which should be left to the couple to decide; if they want someone with a particular belief system, they will research this but the majority of
couples today simply want someone to "marry them" in a ceremony which is personal to them and which truly allows for their own values to be
addressed. It is not for an officiant to impose their beliefs on a couple and if independent officiants are excluded, couples will certainly not understand
the reasons they are not allowed to have references to religion in a song for example.
In my opinion, disallowing independent officiants is discriminatory and should be addressed seriously. The approach by a number of secular
organisations during this consultation period has led one to belief that this is merely a money making exercise and not about giving couples choice.
Choice is what is so desperately needed as well as education about the differences between some organisations. 21st century couples want to know they
are being given a choice and want far less bureaucracy - not to make it "easy" to get married on a whim but to ensure that they understand what they are
embarking upon. Once "trained" all officiants, regardless of beliefs, faith or values should be granted the ability to legally marry a couple. An independent
officiant is able to blend together beliefs, faiths and values expertly and this is what is important to our couples today.

Consultation Question 30:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

All officiants should undergo some form of training (although not at an exorbitant rate thus allowing for predatory organisations to start up) which proves
they are "fit and proper" for the task at hand. This is not necessarily something which "organisations" should only be allowed to do as some independent
officiants may not have an allegiance with one particular organisation.

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Absolutely although care must be taken when organising the "mandatory" training - as my previous answer, this should not be at an exorbitant cost
which will discount some people from being able to afford to train and may also lead to some money making rogue organisations.

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 34:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

In principle, guidance should be issued but this should not be so descriptive that it prohibits any form of creativity in a service which is, after all, why
couples are already choosing an independent officiant. Guidance should cover the "legal" aspects of the service which need to be followed.

Consultation Question 37:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This will not necessarily be possible if the officiant does not align with a particular organisation and are simply "independent". However, I totally agree
that if an officiant fails to comply with the fit and proper person standard there should be a process to prevent them from doing so in the future.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This should be applicable in areas of the law for example.

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Surely a religious service would still need to be officiated by a member of the clergy in a religious place of worship? As such, ceremonies which blend
religious and secular content should be allowed.

Please share your views below:

Hymns, songs, readings, poems which include reference to religion should be allowed.

Consultation Question 46:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This will meet the needs of the 21st century couple who require a truly bespoke ceremony to express their commitment to one another. Location is
absolutely key to couples today particularly as they lean more towards outdoors, nature and the environment.

Please share your views below:

All the above should be allowed so as to ensure true choice for today's couple.

Consultation Question 49:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This will not be entirely possible given that nearly all venues "belong" to someone so the couples should ensure they have the owners permission to hold
a ceremony on their land etc.

Consultation Question 52:

No



Please expand on your answer:

Again, the officiant can not be expected to take a risk assessment on venues that they know nothing about. This should be the couples responsibility with
the owner of the venue. However, with regard to "dignified" this can be something the officiant takes into account (although one persons "dignified"
approach may definitely not be the same as someone else's...in my view!)

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

See above answers - the owner of the venue should be primarily responsible for the safety aspects of the venue and not the officiant.

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I am not convinced that anyone needs to know what the parents occupation is.

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I presume this is "common law" marriage but it is not clear.



Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 71:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This should not be the officiants responsibility alone.

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

The current system is outdated and bureaucratic and couples often ask how to "get around" having to go to the registry office which they see as a
"necessary evil". I believe the proposals allow couples the choice to get legally married when and where they want to which will inevitably lead to more
couples getting married.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Couples are put off by all the above costs and this restricts their choice. The "inconvenience" of having to go to a registry office is often cited as a huge
bug bear and couples are increasingly seeing this as bureaucracy within the system. They will not "celebrate"the day they go to the registry office just as
we don't celebrate our birthday on the day we were registered nor mourn our loved ones on the day their death was registered. Couples are looking for a
ceremony which will cover everything and will mean they are legally married too and keeping unnecessary costs to a minimum is key.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

The availability of register office weddings has been particularly poignant during the pandemic and has meant more and more couples have been unable
to "legally" marry. This has led to long waiting lists and has discouraged some couples to actually get married at all. Any cost savings has to be a good
thing in an age where everything is going up and up so I believe couples will welcome these changes.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

Costs should be carefully considered and kept to a minimum for all.
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(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 
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Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Couples should be able to marry wherever they want without the necessity and cost of then having to go to a register office to legalise their marriage.
They should be able to choose who officiates, where and for that to be recognised in law

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :
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Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

Independent celebrants costs should if the couple choose reflect the independent celebrants ability to legalise the marriage in law
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Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
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Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:
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Please share your views below:
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What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

These are my personal opinions and not a source for other people's potential prejudice.

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Many churches rely on civil registrars to register weddings, due to the requirements needed for the legal side to be totally upheld.

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

The above is subjective and not objective. Certain previously accepted moral beliefs have been replaced by popular culture, which will shift in due course
again.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The sanctity of marriage is under danger when less trained people who don't place such a high value on marriage can officiate.

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A big NO. The prescribed words form a legally binding PROMISE. Without them the government is just issuing a certificate that can mean nothing
meaningful or binding. Words that will evaporate as people's feelings change over time.
A promise, a vow is a choice and a commitment for life.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A legal wedding ceremony needs to reflect the seriousness of a vow for life.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A marriage is not just between 2 people, it affects families, friends and SOCIETY. It is important to society as a whole and not a private affair.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A huge danger here, as there are no safeguards with 'anywhere'! Dignified and safe is open to interpretation - unhelpful with a changing society.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUHZ-N

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-04 17:33:35

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I am in a marriage recognised by law.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

I think they should be in-person. Marriage is honorable and a serious decision. Appearing in person shows some commitment to the process. Like you
alluded, it can be hard to tell if a person is being coerced when conducting interview remotely.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I think they should be displayed in some form. Not necessarily online. Maybe newspapers.

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

If the couple agree, yes. If not, then no.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

That seems reasonable

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

I agree with no.2.
With the documentary evidence, I'm not sure which documents you mean here.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes. That seems reasonable

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I'll leave that to the church to decide

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is dignified, solemn and to be taken seriously.
There ought to be witnesses and the couple need to enter willingly into the marriage. It is not to be rushed or coerced.
Also, I would appreciate it if you were to explain how you define 'dignity' and 'solemnity'.

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I think that the couple should express their consent both orally and in a written format except where one of them has speech problems eg: not being able
to use their speech muscles for some reason.
I also think they both should be present at their wedding.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I think there should be some solemnity involved. It is not be taken lightly like a children's party where people dress up in all sorts of costumes and
make-belief scenarios. Marriage is a real-life agreement that involves long-term connections between families. It should be taken seriously.
If one were to go for a job interview, we would not expect them to dress up in any manner or form they like; and this situation is nothing compared to a
serious occasion that is a marriage.
I think marriage should be taken seriously by the couple, families and attendees.

Consultation Question 44:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I believe that churches should wed people according to their belief. They should not be made to wed people when it is contrary to their beliefs.

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:



I think it should still be open doors.
Marriages are public declarations of 2 people coming together to live and do life together.
It would be a disaster if someone were forced to marry another person in a secret marriage event. Leaving it as open doors helps prevent forced
marriages.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage involves families and the society. It should be done in areas that are accessible to people who will attend as witnesses.
Again, it is a dignified process and ought not to be done in every place.
If it is made legal for any place to be used; there's no telling what one might come up with eg: caves, toilets, etc.

Marriage is a solemn ceremony and should be treated as such.
Doing it outside is also a good idea eg: a park or garden that is accessible to the public(open doors).

Please share your views below:

Marriage involves families and the society. It should be done in areas that are accessible to people who will attend as witnesses.
Again, it is a dignified process and ought not to be done in every place.
If it is made legal for any place to be used; there's no telling what one might come up with eg: caves, toilets, etc.

Marriage is a solemn ceremony and should be treated as such.
Doing it outside is also a good idea eg: a park or garden that is accessible to the public (open doors).

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I think it should still be open doors.
Marriages are public declarations of 2 people coming together to live and do life together.
It would be a disaster if someone were forced to marry another person in a secret marriage event. Leaving it as open doors helps prevent forced
marriages.

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Please define 'safe' and 'dignified'

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Please define 'safe' and 'dignified'

Consultation Question 53:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is very reasonable to have witnesses present, and that the couple sign the schedule or marriage document.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, I think it should be longer than 3 years. If someone did not properly consent, they should be able to apply for annulment beyond 3 years.

Consultation Question 61:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding



Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

The validity of the schedules being extended seems reasonable. I however do not think it is a good idea to have remote witnesses and for them to sign
different copies of the schedule.
This is a serious matter and participants should be present and sign in the presence of all parties involved.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUHA-V

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-04 17:39:19

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

None

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Not needed except telephone and email not to be made available for publication. I already have many scam calls that try to get money through nefarious
means.

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Married by law for 49 years in a religious ceremony.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

N/A



Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Married by law in 1971, in a religious ceremony.

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

N/A

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Why abolish this requirement. This is or should be accepted and continued as a minimum requirement it is no hardship for residents to wait for a week
when the marriage is "for life"! Do not lower requests for this 7 day time period to remain. Perhaps increase the notice period to allow couples to rethink
their commitments to marriage to say 20 days and reduce divorce numbers.

Consultation Question 5:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

As long as the in-person interview is mandatory. To avoid sham marriages and that people are not coerced into marriage against their will.

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

The minimum period between the in-person interviews and the date from which the couple can get married should be 4 weeks to allow any checks to be
made should be required for the legality of the proposed union.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

No, an experienced interviewer cannot do remote checks to gain a degree of understanding if the couples are genuine. There are too many factors like
facial response's, body language, written clues ,etc. to the human interactions to be discounted for correct consent.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

If it is already possible for notice to be given outside England and Wales where one of the couple who is resident in Scotland, or in a specified
Commonwealth country or territory, or on a naval ship at sea, and both are relevant nationals or exempt from immigration control why ask this question?
If changes are to be made what are they?

Consultation Question 9:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

How would the person exposing the data be harmed? Banns have been read/on notice boards for many years publicly. A secret is one way to produce
sham/forced marriages. What method of online notice would be issued -Twitter and/or Government web pages etc?

Consultation Question 10:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Too long.



Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No issues.

Consultation Question 14:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No issues.

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

No issues.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

No views.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

No issues.

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No view.

Consultation Question 23:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There already in place provisions for civil marriages.

Please share your views below:

None.

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The issue of "cult" groups or type of people should preclude this proposal.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

This is a tricky question to answer. If something is unlawful then by definition it cannot be allowed. I would ask the question of what would be termed
"unlawful" in moral codes. If say for example homosexual views were to be deemed unlawful to determine religious codes for the prohibition of marriage
of a particular church thereby disbarring officiants from carrying out marriage ceremonies.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

No, this proposal should not be allowed without an official register.

Consultation Question 28:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No, this proposal should not be allowed without an official register.

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No, this proposal should not be allowed without an official register. Sham and bogus marriages will prevail and increase exponentially in number. If the
proposed independent officiants are able to apply to the General Register Office to be authorised as officiants it would in time be recognised as a
mistake.

Consultation Question 30:

No

Please expand on your answer:



There are many older organisations that could perhaps be considered for the role but who determines who would be fit and proper? The situation should
not be changed from current practice.

Consultation Question 31:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I wonder what would they have to do to satisfy the mandatory training? A one day course? What professional development in the legal aspects of being
an officiant, with the content to be determined by the Registrar General? Tick a box exercise in the law of marriage?

Consultation Question 32:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I do not agree that officiants nominated by religious and non-religious belief organisations should be making a business of officiating at weddings.

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I do not agree that officiants of religious and non-religious belief organisations should be making a business of officiating at weddings.

Consultation Question 34:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The Government should not enable independent celebrants and/or non-religious belief organisations to officiate at weddings without a registrar present.

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I believe that marriage officials must uphold the dignity and solemnity of marriage in all circumstances. I believe that marriage is a (in the Christian
Church) a religious ceremony or ritual regarded as imparting divine grace between two people and as such should not be taken lightly. Non religious
ceremonies should still be solemn occasions not be be frivolous declarations and must be taken seriously. Let us not turn our marriage ceremonies into
"Las Vegas Elvis Style in a Pink Cadillac"!

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This question assumes that I agree that the General Register Office should issue guidance to all officiants on how weddings should be conducted and I do
not.

Consultation Question 37:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I do not believe that officiants be nominated.

Consultation Question 38:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I do not believe that officiants be nominated.

Consultation Question 39:



Other

Please expand on your answer:

I do not believe that officiants be nominated.

Consultation Question 40:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I do not believe that officiants be nominated.

Consultation Question 41:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I do not believe that officiants be nominated.

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The two people getting married must be present when declaring their vows, orally or through other means if they are medically unable to do so by being
unable to speak because of congenital deafness.
The couple must be required to express that there is no impediment to their marrying each other in the marriage ceremony without equivocation. I
believe that the marriage ceremony must contain solemn prescribed beneficial words. They can be expanded on to fit the marriage ceremony as long as
the solemnity of a full life commitment is understood.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I do not agree that all weddings should take place according to the form and ceremony chosen by the parties and agreed to by the officiant. Downmarket
marriage ceremonies like the Las Vegas Strip chapels with Elvis impersonators and drive-through options in America of tying the knot must not be
allowed to happen here.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I do not know!

Consultation Question 47:

No



Please expand on your answer:

The existing requirements for a wedding to take place with open doors, or otherwise for public access to be allowed must be maintained. Marriage is an
open declaration that everyone must be allowed to witness without fear. This requirement must not be repealed. Marriage through coercion is a problem
that would only get worse if this proposal is accepted.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The dignity and meaning of a lifetime commitment between couples would be seriously undermined by allowing marriages to be allowed "anywhere"! I
have already taken issue with the Las Vegas model but even those venues would be dignified compared to this proposal if it was adopted.

Please share your views below:

The law should limit weddings to particular venues already identified for the dignity and solemnity of the true meaning of marriage.
An exception but only in a War Time situation where special licences would be granted for military people before they go on active service should be
allowed in private homes with a registrar in attendance.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Civil wedding locations should be publicly accessible or regularly available to the public for the solemnization of civil marriages. This is needed to help
prevent sham or forced marriage.

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Other

No

Please expand on your answer:

People who have a religion must not by law be forced to take non religious people into their places of worship against their will.

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It should be the responsibility of the officiant to decide whether the location for the wedding should be approved provided the location is dignified and
having an obligation to do something, or having control over or care for the couple, as part of one's job or role.

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Here I have a vague understanding of how venues would be checked for safety and dignity. I have therefore been undecided what criteria would deem to
be safe?
As to dignified what would this mean to a venue characterized by deep sincerity. Could this be a religious building, an hotel. Or an undignified drive
through a cartoon character themed chapel or a boat on a lake?

No

Please expand on your answer:

I already know that current marriage venues are assessed for suitability for a dignified ceremony.

Consultation Question 53:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Keep the venues we had already agreed as to suitability.

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The Cyber crime involving computers or computer networks (such as the Internet) is a major problem and allowing electronic registration will never be
fully secure.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Without witness at a marriage that the contract is safe and correct the marriage should be void. How had is it to get a witness to observe and sign.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is not hard to get married. It is however lifelong commitment that supports people through a legal contract.

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUM8-R

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-04 17:40:46

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

N/A

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

N/A



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUAQ-5

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-04 17:45:22

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

With people being more transient nowadays it's not always convenient to reside in their preferred area where they'd like their legal registration to take
place e.g wanting to marry 'at home' with family, but work in another county or country.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

For the same reasons as question 4.

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Couples who reside outside the area where they are to have their legal registration take place, will highly likely be in the area 7 days prior to finalise
arrangements with their suppliers, one of which will be their registered officiant.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

No these interviews should definitely take place face to face.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Yes with an interview taking place within the agreed time scale ahead of the ceremony.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Does anyone actually visit a registrars office to view the notices? Makes sense for this information to be available online.

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, this allows for plans to change unexpectedly due to illness, sudden death, or travel restrictions.

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Most independent officiants work a 'buddy scheme' and have back up in case of emergency. Might be worth considering having this back up recorded on
the schedule.

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

See question 11

Please share your views below:

Yes, possibly, should the couple have irreconcilable differences with the original officiant.

Consultation Question 13:



Other

Please expand on your answer:

I have no opinion either way.

Consultation Question 14:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I have no opinion on this matter.

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

I have no opinion on this matter.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

I have no opinion on this matter.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes this should be common practise anyway?

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

I have no opinion on this matter.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Religious ceremonies should remain as they are. Couples usually choose a civil ceremony because one or both of them do not identify with a particular
religion.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

However, not all non religious officiants belong to an organisation, would this be one of the requirements of registration?

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

One could argue that Humanism is a belief body in its own right.

Couple choose not to have a non religious or humanist ceremony because neither of these options are relevant to them.

I do not believe it is up to the officiant to 'teach' or instruct another person on how to live their life. Civil registrars are not required to do this.

Couples are asking for the option of a civil ceremony by an officiant of their choice in a location of their choice so that their needs are met without being
pigeonholed into a belief system.

Please share your views below:

Not entirely sure I understand the question, however, the existing training organisations should be listed.

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Any organisation trusted with the responsibility of nominating officiants should comply with the law, public policy and morality, as should the nominated
officiant.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Some independent celebrants do not belong to an organisation so should definitely be able to register and nominate themselves in their own right. I feel
belonging to an organisation should not be a condition of registration, however, that said there are some excellent celebrants and some down right awful
ones out there, just as there are good and bad religious leaders. There should be a standard that should be achieved before registration takes place, and
a requirement for continuous professional development. (as Australian celebrants are required to do, to keep their registration)

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

See question 29

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:



No

Please expand on your answer:

The officiant should be allowed to earn a living, and if that means making a profit so be it, but it should not be the be all and end all of the business, as
stated previously, independent officiants should not be required to teach or instruct another person on how to live their life, and their personal beliefs
should not come into any aspect of the ceremony.

The ceremony should represent the ethos and values of the couple involved.

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There should not be limits set on how much can be charged for a wedding service. I cannot think of any profession where the amount charged is set by a
professional body.

Even different council registration services charge different rates for their services e.g for officiating at a registered approved venue, versus officiating in
the room designated at the registrars office and different days of the week.

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes in respect of the legal aspect of the ceremony, however, there should be the flexibility to craft a ceremony that reflects the ethos and values of the
couple, even if that means having a 'theme' to the wedding, these ceremonies can still be dignified and solemn in the right places, but still be fun too.

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

However, a different arrangement should be in place for those celebrants who nominate themselves for registration, possibly by using CPD as evidence?

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This will enable those couples where one party does have a belief can have their needs met, with the inclusion of a prayer or hymns if desired.

Please share your views below:

A prayer or hymn.

Consultation Question 46:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Couples should not be restricted on where the ceremony can take place, enabling other more unusual venues to host ceremonies whether inside or
outdoors.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Couples should be allowed to have their ceremony in a place of their choosing, enabling other more unusual venues to host ceremonies.

Consultation Question 49:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

I'm not aware of any problems.

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(1) the same fee as other cases in which the registration officer must travel to the person giving notice, set nationally on a cost-recovery basis; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Though not below cost level, you must recoup the expenses.

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

However, this should be a set fee and quoted at the beginning of the registration process.

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

I believe more couples would have the type of ceremony that reflects their ethos or beliefs, whether this would equate to an increase in ceremonies is
unknown.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

In regards to 86.5 currently a couple will pay for the legal registration of marriage and then pay for a celebrant led ceremony separately, often doubling
their costs overall, as they are not always aware of or advised they can opt for a basic service and thus reducing their costs.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:





See my explanation above.

No

Please expand on your answer:

 we have not experienced any consequences. 

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

None of
this ease is possible with current civil law requirements of needing notice, authorised person present, in authorised building etc. 

 I think the legal barriers to getting married are so cumbersome without
justification.

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

During covid-19 I think this has really exposed how cumbersome English marriage law requirements are and

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I don't see any tangible benefit in this requirement so would agree with it abolition.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I think online provision is a must. In light of the covid pandemic I would go further and suggest provisions be made for face to face interviews to take
place via an online method such as zoom or any other platform deemed appropriate. I do not think we should be waiting for another pandemic to occur
before these provisions are made available and it should simply be a question of getting right infrastructure in place. In person interviews can be difficult
especially for those with disabilities etc. One thing this pandemic has taught us is that there is far more room for creativity and use of online platforms
than we had thought possible. If court proceedings including giving of evidence, doctor's appointments and student exams and assessments can all take
place online then I don't see why interviews pre-marriage cannot take place via online platforms and people should be given that option (and not just
during pandemics).

Consultation Question 6:

three days;

Please expand on your answer:

I would suggest the minimum period possible unless the interviewer feels they need further information in which case there should be some provision
for extending the time period. But generally speaking I would favour the shortest time period possible so that parties can get on with marriage
arrangements.

In my own published work I had suggested post registration checks are undertaken to allow couples to get on with their marriage and for the Registrar to
undertake checks and registration after the ceremony. Though these proposals require pre marriage notice and interview I think couples should be free
to marry as soon as possible after unless there are concerns raised.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

As stated above I would favour remote interviews with the possibility of an in-person interview if concerns are raised. My only concern with this proposal 
is the discriminatory way in which 'sham' or 'forced' marriages are understood thereby requiring disproportionate numbers of ethnic minorities to attend



in person interviews. I would like to see those that are trained as interviewers to come from a range of backgrounds and cultural understandings
themselves and for all interviewers to be appropriately trained to have some understandings of different cultural backgrounds and marriage practices.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Yes it should be possible for notice to be given from outside England & Wales and this can be accommodated more easily through the online and remote
methods.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Publicly displayed online in a way that is easy to access is the most appropriate way forward.

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

With an option to extend if necessary? Or will parties be required to obtain a new schedule should the validity period end? I would favour an option to
extend if there are valid reasons.

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

In principle agree but sometimes in Muslim communities they may contact a certain mosque who may agree to send an officiant but parties don't
necessarily know who the officiant will be. As long as the process for changing the details of the officiant is an easy and simple task then this should be
fine.

Consultation Question 12:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Will it be limited to these reasons only? Absolutely agree, however, that a substitute officiant should be able to officiate in the event that the named one
cannot. See my answer above too, to Q11.

Please share your views below:

Yes. I would have a wider catch all provision to allow for unexpected issues. I have attended a nikaah where the imam had double booked himself and so
at the nikaah that I attended a substitute was hastily arranged.

Consultation Question 13:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I would like to see as much consistency as possible when it comes to notice requirements, as between the different types of marriage ceremonies.

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Publication of banns is not something I am familiar with so I do not have a view on this matter.

Consultation Question 16:



Please share your views below:

As above to Q15

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:

In as much as it is possible I think the preliminaries should be the same whatever the type of ceremony that is to be undertaken.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I agree that the officiant should ensure that the parties freely express their consent to marry each other. It does need to be borne in mind however that
consent can be expressed in different ways. In many Muslim ceremonies the father of the bride or other male family member often acts as 'wali' and
when the bride is asked for her consent in the nikaah ceremony this is not normally a long conversation - she is simply asked does she accept the groom.
I think these cultural practices need to be borne in mind and understood as to the manner in which consent is understood to have been given.
I am not sure what other requirements of the ceremony that the officiant will be responsible for. For example, does the officiant need to ensure that a
nikaah ceremony is valid for Islamic law purposes?
With regards to ensuring the schedule or marriage document is signed then for Muslim ceremonies, from my academic and anecdotal experiences,
Imaams who conduct marriage ceremonies tend to get the parties to sign a nikaah certificate so this is something that they are likely to do in any event. I
just wonder what the responsibility of the officiant would be in the event that the parties do not have a schedule (presumably because they have not
undertaken the notice requirements). Is the officiant expected to query this if a schedule is not presented to him?

Consultation Question 20:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

It really depends on the process for becoming a registration officer. If this is onerous then it will defeat the purpose of making it easier for couples to
enter into marriage ceremonies that are legally recognised. Would it be possible for an individual to be given a one off type registration to officiate a
particular ceremony? However, I do think some sort of restriction on who can officiate will be required.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Would this mean, however, that religious individuals cannot nominate themselves on an individual basis rather than on behalf of an organisation? Would
it be possible for both nomination from an organisation and for an individual on their own behalf when it comes to religious ceremonies? What would
happen to the registration if the individual left the organisation that nominated them - would their nomination expire? I am assuming that each individual
mosque will be treated as a separate organisation for these purposes?

Consultation Question 24:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

The most obvious one that I can think of is a political party. This is a non-religious belief organisation. I think it may be helpful to have a non-exhaustive
list of non-religious belief organisations that are not permitted to officiate at weddings.

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

I think this needs careful consideration as to what amounts to purposes that are contrary to morality? What would this entail? I would not be in favour of
blanket exclusions of this nature.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Yes. So for example, the imam of the mosque, by his office may be nominated?

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Would it be possible for independent officiants to be religious officiants too? Or must religious officiants be nominated from an organisation only?

Consultation Question 30:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I am not sure what measures they would need to take in order to ensure 'fit and proper' ie does the organisation need to carry out any specific checks?

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I am not sure how they can demonstrated that they have not elevated the making of profits above the expression of beliefs. What is the rationale for this
distinction between religious officiants and non-religious ones?

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

see answer above to Q33.

Consultation Question 34:



No

Please expand on your answer:

I don't see why an individual cannot act for an organisation and act as and independent officiant. As long as they make it clear in which capacity they are
acting. So for example, I would say an imam should be able to conduct a nikaah ceremony independently as a Muslim or as a nominated officiant from a
specific mosque (as long as he makes it clear).

I agree that an individual cannot be nominated by both a religious as and non-religious belief organisation as this potentially makes it very confusing as to
whether they are conducting a religious or non-religious ceremony and why type of ceremony is taking place.

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Although I am not sure that everyone has the same view as to what amounts to dignity and solemnity and if this is not upheld what actions or
consequences will arise?

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Taking into account how different religious or cultural practices may impact on ceremonies.

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Though the registrar should also have the ability to remove people should complaints or other issues arise.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Perhaps some method of review to ensure the records are up to date and officiants wish to continue to maintain their role as officiants?

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But need to ensure that the CPD is accessible to different communities and backgrounds and in different languages so that we do not end up
discriminating between different communities. And that officiants can be re-instated once CPD has been undertaken. The content of the CPD also needs
to take account of the different religious and cultural backgrounds perhaps it can be specifically designed with differing communities in mind.

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

I agree that the marriage is formed at the point of the ceremony when both parties have consented.

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

In view of the changes to weddings laws that are being proposed it would seem that a religious service after the conduct of civil wedding ceremony will be
unnecessary in any event.

Consultation Question 47:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

I think for the purposes of validity of the ceremony location is unimportant. It is the ceremony itself and ensuring that the ceremony has been
appropriately undertaken with the consent of the parties that should take priority in establishing a valid marriage. So I would not be in favour of placing
limitations when it comes to venues.

Consultation Question 49:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The requirements for public access do not seem to serve any tangible or direct purpose. If the issue is one of notice/impediments then this can be dealt
with by the publication of the ceremony online but otherwise public access does not seem to provide any benefit to the state so I would be in agreement
in removing it.

Consultation Question 50:

Other

Other

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



I think this really depends on what is identified as a non-religious belief venue. In a religious venue such as mosque or church etc it is unlikely anyone not
of that religion is going to request that their wedding takes place in that venue.

However, if for example a stately home is identified as a non-religious belief venue then it is possible people of different religions may book it for the
purposes of conducting a religious ceremony at the venue. When it comes to Muslims - most Muslims do not have their nikaah ceremony taking place in a
mosque. Many will have ceremonies in their homes, at a wedding hall or they may book any large community hall or building. If the building is identified
as a non-religious belief venue this will make no difference to the nikaah so Muslims may still go ahead and use the venue? So I think it really depends on
how a non-belief venue is determined.

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I am not sure why the officiant needs to be responsible for this or why location needs approval by anyone at all? If the officiant is not happy to attend a
particular venue then that officiant can refuse to conduct the ceremony and parties can find an alternative officiant. But I do not see why there should be
any responsibility for approval on anyone. Particularly as the proposal is to remove the requirement for authorised venues.

Consultation Question 52:

No

Please expand on your answer:

In what way safe? I am not sure that the officiant will be in a position to make this assessment as part of his or her legal requirements. Would the officiant
need to carry out any safety checks or need to know numbers attending and size of venues? What would they need to see or know in order to assess
safety? I think this is an unfair and vague burden to place on officiants.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Even with guidance I am not convinced that this legal burden should be placed on officiants.

Consultation Question 53:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I think parties should be encouraged to participate in a pre-approval process at locations that frequently host weddings and guidance may be given to
them. However, as stated above I do not think it should be part of the officiant's role to assess the venue's suitability. Venues themselves should be
responsible for assessing whether they are sufficient safe for a wedding to take place. Many Muslims hold nikaah ceremonies in their own homes or in a
marquee in their gardens. Given these practices I think it would place unfair burdens on Muslim Imaams to assess safety/dignity of venues.

Please share your views below:

I think the pre-approval process should be voluntary and part of the package offered by a venue. So the venue discusses with the parties their
requirements and the venues' own limitations in meeting those requirements. Guidance may be provided to venues by the Registrar but it is likely that
most venues already have a process in place whereby parties discuss their arrangements and venues approve before a booking take place.

What would happen if the ceremony took place in an open space or private home or garden? This is already the case for many Muslim ceremonies and I
am not aware of any issues that need addressing either anecdotally or through my research; the issues of problems at venues has never been raised.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Though would it be possible for the schedule guidance and information about it to be translated into other languages?

Consultation Question 56:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I would agree that the failures above render the marriage void (rather than a non-marriage).

With regards to number 2 - is it not possible to permit extension to the time period for authority to marry and thereby allowing for the marriage to be
valid, even if this is undertaken retrospectively?

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I am presuming that the marriage remains valid in such circumstances?

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I think these rules create minimum boundaries for

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I think this presumption adds to confusion of marriage and in any event, in light of the online and remote facilities that are likely to be available it will be
easier to establish evidence of marriage than it previously has been.

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I think any offences should be limited to 'rogue officiants' ie those who deliberately or recklessly purport to be officiants or engage in deliberately or
recklessly misleading parties.

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

I think the use of online/remote facilities and the removal of an authorised building requirement will be even more necessary for weddings which need to
take place either quickly or in certain types of venues as mentioned above. The current law exceptionalises people in these circumstances, whereas the
simplified processes, the use of technology and removal of the requirement for an authorised venue will mean that for many in the above circumstances
no additional applications or requests will need to be made. It may still be the case that some additional requests are made, particularly around the
pre-notice period but generally the proposals, if implemented will make it easier to undertake a legally valid ceremony at short notice.

Consultation Question 63:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But it should be the case that this can be arranged very quickly and given priority and the shortest time period possible is allocated between the giving of
notice, arranging in interview and the ceremony. Also the interview is permitted remotely.

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

In light of the current pandemic this would seem sensible. More long term as we become more accustomed to the use of technology it may be that we
move in this direction for all ceremonies but certainly in a national emergency these provisions need to take place.

From anecdotal evidence (  extensive Muslim friends and family in Birmingham), I am aware that nikaah ceremonies have
continued to take place throughout this pandemic. Muslims have restricted the numbers at such ceremonies (and followed the changing guidance on
numbers and mixing of households etc) but much smaller gatherings have taken place in peoples homes, in small restaurants, in private gardens etc.
Aside from the notice requirements that are proposed in this Consultation much of what Muslims have been doing is to simply undertake a private
ceremony with an Imaam officiating and the pandemic therefore has not prevented Muslim marriages from taking place. It has prevented large
gatherings taking place but many Muslims appear to have initially delayed the marriage and as this pandemic has continued they have undertaken the
ceremonies as above. I would therefore expect that one of the consequences of the pandemic for Muslim marriages is that we will have ore
non-qualifying ceremonies taking place this year and will continue to do so for the foreseeable future.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

I don't have any strong views on types of vessels but I would be in favour of permitting ceremonies to take place in international waters and under the
law of England and Wales.

Consultation Question 71:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

I am not aware of any such demand. It has not come up in my research nor do I have any anecdotal evidence of this but that does not mean there may
not be demand; I am just now aware of any such demand.

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But it should include provisions for waiver of fees where applicants are of limited means.

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

In all cases concerning fees I think there should be options for the waiving of fees where it is considered appropriate to do so.

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

I think the current law is unduly cumbersome and discourages/prevents people from getting married. In my own research of Muslims the overwhelming
view was the it was the nikaah ceremony that created the legitimate marriage for them. The current law priorities formalities and form above the
ceremony itself and the wishes of the parties. The current law also makes certain assumptions about the way people get married and those assumptions
are built into the formalities. For example, the current notice requirements or the requirements for an authorised building assume that marriage
ceremonies are going to take place in a particular way and in a particular place. That is not reflective of the culturally diverse practices that are taking
place and this is particularly the case for Muslims.

I think the proposals are highly creative and a positive way forward. They advance the notion that it is the ceremony itself which should be prioritised
when asserting validity of the marriage and with the use of technology far more marriages should fall within either the valid or void categories rather than
a non-marriage or non-qualifying category. The proposals also retain the freedom of a couple who both wish to marry without any state recognition.
Some of the research around Muslim marriage ceremonies indicates that non-recognition is an active decision that has been made by a couple and this
needs to be acknowledged too, which I think the current proposals have preserved this freedom.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I don't feel I have the expertise to comment on costs as this is not something that I have any real knowledge of.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I think the ability to conduct a marriage ceremony without the requirement of approved premises and simplification of the notice process together with
the use of technology will undoubtedly assist couples in undertaking one ceremony that will be recognised for the purposes of English law.

From my research it is apparent that many Muslims are simply not bothering with the second civil ceremony that would give them validity and of course
more research is being undertaken to understand why. What I would say for now is that I have no doubts that these changes are needed and will result in
more valid marriages and more void marriages. However, there will still be couples who have either chosen not to have their marriages recognised or
have been perhaps mislead somehow. In either case we will still have non-qualifying marriages but that group will be smaller and more likely to be those
that have made the choice for non-recognition.

I also think that these proposed changes are important in terms of British identity. They are inclusive of different types of ceremonies and thereby send
an important message about British identity ie that the recognition of different types of marriage ceremonies and marriage practices is reflected in law
and tells people that different cultural practices are all part of British identity.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :



Costs is not a topic that I have any real expertise on.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

In the current pandemic climate it is really difficult to assess the direction of the weddings and venues market or the business opportunities that may
arise.

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

This is not something that I have expertise on but I would assume that removing the responsibility of authorising venues for marriage purposes and
ensuring a central authority of the Registrar will enable local authority to free up some of their precious resources.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I am not sure what difference this will make to residents marrying in other jurisdictions but in so far as residents from overseas travelling to England &
Wales I would assume they must fulfil the requirements of the new proposals. I am not sure if any additional requirements will be required under
immigration rules but presumably these can be incorporated into the notice and interview requirements prior to the issue of the schedule?

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

As far as I am aware many countries do not have an authorised building requirement for the purposes of marriage. I would hope therefore that couples
who had wished to marry in a garden, on a beach or any other space may feel that they do not need to travel abroad and can have a marriage ceremony
that is in a place and manner that is more meaningful to them within England and Wales. Similarly for residents travelling to the UK that they can also
have more meaningful ceremonies.

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

I do not have expertise on costs or on maritime provisions.
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Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

More time is needed for preparation for this serious step ... also if investigation is needed there is time to do so eg. forced marriages

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Online form saves time and the interview can then concentrate on finding out about the couple and their circumstances.

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

More than seven days so that the couple can consider if marriage is the next step ..

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

An in person interview is always advisable so that any issues can be highlighted if there are any doubts at all .. remote interviews always allow the
possibilities of abuse by one party.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Yes, this should continue to be a possibility .. not everyones circumstance's fit into a norm as in this instance.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Especially in Scotland or Northern Ireland who are part of the UK .. what applies there should apply in England and visa versa.

Consultation Question 14:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

No strong views

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Clergy need to be able to check evidence and require the couple to meet with them separately so that each one has the time and space to share concerns
and decide individually whether marriage is their next step. Also so that the clergy can judge if there is any coercion taking place.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Both of the couples should be required to make separate declarations so that marriage is entered into freely and that there are no problems on the
actual day.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

If the former is the case then couple will still be able to marry in church and not involve civil authorities at all, if that is their choice.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



To register as a non religious organisation there should be rigorous guidelines so that bonafide organisations are registered.

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

If that is the case, an organisation that promotes things that are unlawful should not be allowed to hold weddings anyway.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Yes, so that weddings can take place as planned in any unforeseen circumstances. Also , so that there is mutual support on any difficult issues.

Consultation Question 28:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The Church of England and other non denominational churches should keep a list of their own officiants who satisfy their criteria .. secular and religious
organisations have different views as to who might be a qualified person to officiate at weddings. A central register may be kept but nominations should
not be made to and then accepted or rejected according to a central government office.

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Independent officiants would be much harder to monitor.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There may be some standardisation re: performance and training, but religious organisations should not be made to conform to a set of
guidelines/principles proposed by people who may not hold with the views of that organisation. That would be repressive and counter productive.

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There should be a reasonable limit set so that weddings can be afforded by everyone.

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Definition of what constitutes as dignity and solemnity is needed. As it stands this proposal does not go as far as it should in ensuring the content and the
tone of this legal ceremony actually does uphold the dignity and solemnity due it.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

General guidance but, as in the case of religious organisations, not final and legal obligations which might be conflicting to their beliefs.

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Depending on the reason. Conflicting beliefs should not be the grounds for failure to comply.

Consultation Question 39:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Responsibility should lie with the authorising body but any difficulties raised by the GRO if they arise. Conflict of belief should never be the reason for de -
authorisation. (The GRO should be the authorising body for anyone outside an organisation).

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

However, professional development should be the responsibility of the organisation and not imposed by central government through the GRO as there is
grounds for conflict of belief here and heavy handedness by a central authority .. freedom of belief could be compromised.

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It should not be possible for someone to get married without being present .. simply signing a piece of paper does not pay the marriage institution with
as much dignity as it deserves. Couples should declare things that are foundational to the legal ceremony and this should not be compromised. This
would risk undermining the solemnity of marriage and the seriousness of the commitment being made. Marriage is about the couple and the
commitment that they are making. A union is being entered into which has been understood by society and has legal implication. Marriage's importance
in our society and its legal standing should be maintained .. it is a good basis for stability and family.

Consultation Question 43:

No



Please expand on your answer:

The wedding ceremony is a public declaration in which society and state have an interest .. the idea that couples should be able to chose everything
about a wedding implies that the couple are the only interested party .. it is a contract being entered into and as such there are legal implications and the
seriousness and solemnity of this occasion should be honoured.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Couples should be able to choose this should they so wish.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If there are marriage impediments or serious issues with the proposed marriage actually taking place that have not been disclosed, then the open doors
requirement is a safeguard. Removing this requirement gives a false impression that marriage is just a private affair with no public significance.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Venues for weddings should be in appropriate venues that reflect the significance of the occasion.

Please share your views below:

Churches or organisations that do not have their own specific buildings might benefit from ceremonies being allowed elsewhere but this should not
legitimise inappropriate settings.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriages should be in places accessible to the public denoting that there is a public interest aspect to weddings, as well as a legal one.

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

No

Please expand on your answer:

To require religious/non religious places to host weddings when there are places that are available then there should be no requirement .. there could be
permission given at the consent of the venue itself.



Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Although much clarity is needed and guidelines given.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There is a lack of clarity in how venues would be tested for dignity and clarity .. stringent safeguards should be in place before putting this into practice.

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Religious/non religious venues should be approved following appropriate guidelines. Other venues could apply for approval and permission given by the
GRO.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-04 17:58:49

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

N/A

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

My cousin's daughter postponed her wedding - I was due to attend the evening celebration with my husband and daughter.



Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is not a trivial thing - ask anyone divorced and they will tell you. Frankly, ask any of my family and friends who is married - we all thought
carefully before taking that step, as it should be.

Consultation Question 5:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See earlier response. Do not trivialise marriage - it is the backbone of society and of family life.

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

Two or more weeks. This is one of the biggest decisions of a person's life! Any less and you are putting marriage on a par with choosing a holiday or
buying a cheap car.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

In person. Again - one of the biggest decisions of your life. I seriously wonder who has come up with this questionnaire.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

There should be very specific exceptions for non-trivial reasons. These seem reasonable, but we all know that sham marriages do happen so vigilance is
required.

Consultation Question 9:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Why provisionally? Not so keen on this - maybe as a temporary measure in exceptional circumstances.

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

No





It is not a belief system. What do they "believe" in? Trees?

Please share your views below:

We must not water down marriage. Fans of Star Wars may say they have a religion - they don't. Scientology claims to be a religion - it isn't: it is a means of
getting money off people and bullying them and it ws founded by a sci-fi writer.

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Anyone could say they have a religion, eg people who go to the same pub every week and worship at the bar.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Depends what you mean by unlawful. Many churches are not ok with two men marrying in church but they can worship there. Do not try to overturn
hundreds of years of tradition by saying churches must allow gay men to marry. At my wedding two gay friends (a couple) attended which was fine - they
are equal to all of us - but I would not expect them to marry in church, as many church organisations do not allow gay men to be in a relationship akin to
marriage (heterosexual).

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

We could have pretty well anyone - again, marriage is a big step.

Consultation Question 30:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Anyone could say anyone is suitable.

Consultation Question 31:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not enough info to be able to say. What kind of training? Again, trivialising marriage potentially.

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is all leading to massive de-regulation.

Consultation Question 34:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not enough regulatiion for this to work.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Provided you do not try to meddle with long-standing church organisations by superimposing the law.

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not sure of current situation. Do not want law relaxed.

Consultation Question 41:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not sure. Depends on what this training involves. Again, do not seek to make churches provide weddings for gay or divorced couples if they do not
believe that to be appropriate.

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

You are trying to do away with tradition. What isthe issue with asking if they are free to marry? It should be kept.

Consultation Question 43:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Up to a point - the serious aspect of marriage must remain - we are not just talking about a big party.



Consultation Question 44:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

You need to ask Jewish, Quaker and Anglican people - I can't comment.

Consultation Question 45:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Maybe - if it is respectful.

Please share your views below:

Friends had a civil wedding - she was divorced - so maybe a prayer would hv bn nice but this needs careful managing - see my example of Scientology (not
a religion IMO).

Consultation Question 46:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I am not sure I understand (this is a huge document and I had no knowledge of it til a few days ago). I have no issue with the running order.

Consultation Question 47:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Didn't know about this. A wedding is private as far as I am concerned.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Absolutely not.

I understand that permission has to be given for a wedding in an unusual place and that should stand. Otherwise you could see weddings in pubs, strip
clubs, bingo halls, McDonalds - the list is endless. We must uphold marriage as a serious commitment and not to be undertaken lightly.

Please share your views below:

Very unclear what you mean.
I believe special permission shd be sought for all above.
Not in the air -not required or suitable.
At home - in case of illness or disability, with special permission only.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

We must respect marriage and not trivialise it. It was a big enough step in recent years to allow marriage ceremonies in places not previously allowed, eg
hotels.

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Other





Other

Please expand on your answer:

I don't think anything shd change.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Should stay as now.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I believe we must avoid coersion.

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Caution is required here. This should not be left open ended or we may have complaints 20 years after - in a multi-cultural society, this could happen and
it will be very expensive.

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Things seem ok as they are I think. You should ask hospices for views.

Consultation Question 63:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Ask hospices for views. Need safeguards obviously to make sure someone does not inherit etc erroneously.

Consultation Question 64:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Again, do not water down marriage.

Consultation Question 65:

Other



Please expand on your answer:

This seems reasonable - ask hospices for views.

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

1. Yes
2. Possibly
3. In genuine emergencies - but this is a slippery slope and I can see it becoming normalised.
4. As 3. Concerns me.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I am not sure this is appropriate. If real emergencies - ie good reasons given - maybe.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Caution required. Can't remember the name of the man who had severe dementia and then made a full recovery - Guinness trial? I can't leave this screen
to check.

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Again, will trivialise marriage - people will focus on the entertainment more than the marriage vows, as happens a lot already.

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As before. All about the party not the actual meaning.

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

No - see answers above.

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not applicable. See above.

Consultation Question 72:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See earlier answers.

No



Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

See my earlier response.

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

I do not want to see weddings on ships except in v.limited circumstances eg members of the crew decide to marry. Then you allow a special licence.
Should not be an option normally.

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Don t want weddings on ships.

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Common sense required. A set fee within reason.

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

1 is fine.

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Don't agree with premise anyway of new venues.

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Whatever happens at the moment.

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

I believe marriages should take place where people seriously believe they should remain married. I do not want to see people getting married at funfairs
and in pubs - it is a serious matter and needs input and effort.

If people don't take marriage seriously - because it is just a big party (my wedding was loads of fun, by the way) then it may all come crashing down and if
there are children, those children will suffer. Do not make it so easy that it is like choosing a car or holiday. I have seen enough children suffer because of
parents breaking up (I work in a school).

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I cannot recall the costs of getting married (and haven't time to look up now). The reception is the big expense for the majority. (And the dress for many
too - and the hen 'do' etc.) If people want to marry it is up to them to keep costs down. There are many licensed premises already where you can have the
whole thing in one place. Also, if you want a wedding reception in a pub, you can - just not the legal part. Churches are not necessarily expensive if you
actually worship there! They are entitled to charge people for their time and premises as they have to pay bills too.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

See my answers above. Do not cheapen weddings please.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Again, do not undermine marriage by making it as easy as booking a holiday - there will be tears.

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUNB-3

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-04 18:10:43

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

It gives a more accurate impression of a person if they are seen in person.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

It is too public and could be detrimental to the couple.

On the other hand, it could alert relatives or friends to a forced marriage.

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This makes sense.

The couple should be able to meet the officiant before their wedding to make sure they are happy with the person.

Please share your views below:

Yes, with the consent of those involved.

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If the couple wish to marry elsewhere.

I thought the couple had to be living in the area where the banns are called.

Consultation Question 14:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Banns should surely be called in the church(es) the couple is attending so that any objection may be raised by those who know them, or one of them, and
their marital standing. This is the whole point of calling banns.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

I would suggest 2. as this is a matter of conscience as well as law.

1. might be required if things don't seem right.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

I think they could be seen together under normal circumstances.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Of course.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The officiant in the C/E being a clergyman.

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If a person attends church, they would want to be married by a clergyman.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

1. definately as they can identify properly with the type of ceremony.



Consultation Question 24:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Clergy should marry Christians.

Please share your views below:

Confusing question.

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

What are you saying?

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

They should have a suitable Christian or religious background.

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Who are these independent officiants?

There should be a reasonable limit as to what they can charge.

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The Church of England and other Christian denominations do not need secular guidance. The civil ceremonies may need some.

Other religions should always have to register marriages legally to protect women and children in the event of a failed marriage and no adequate support
or none at all from the husband.

Polygamy should not be allowed in the UK. This matter needs addressing seriously.

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

In the church, yes.

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

What exactly is this 'fit and proper person standard'?

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

What does this 'continuing professional development' mean exactly?

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Why should they be hidden when church weddings are honest and open?

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a solemn undertaking.

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

It should be understandable in the country of marriage.

Both should be acceptable.

Consultation Question 56:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Paper and ink cannot be altered so easily.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

All these should be complied with.

Consultation Question 58:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

It is against God's Holy law to cohabit with the same sex.

It is important that both parties consent freely.

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

I find the question confusing.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



It depends on the circumstances. I presume you mean lack of consent to a divorce.
A wronged marriage partner could be thrown aside and a family denied proper financial support.

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(2) there should be no fee.

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUNA-2

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-04 18:12:17

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Individual citizen

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::
-

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

My wife and I were married in a Church of England church under special licence from the Archbishop of Canterbury

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Question not relevant

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Question irrelevant

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Question irrelevant

Consultation Question 2:



Please share your views below:

Question irrelevant

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Thank God we are still married

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Marriage is too important to remove personal contact face to face requirement

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Agree that this should continue

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Yes, if there is a sudden life-threatening illness in the officiant's close family

Consultation Question 13:



No

Please expand on your answer:

The UK is still one entity

Consultation Question 14:

No

Please expand on your answer:

War is still a very real prospect in these uncertain times.

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Leave things as they are

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

This seems sensible

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

These things are important

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Church weddings are performed in the sight of Almighty God and should take precedence over any civil aspects

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is important and requires formality

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Churches still make use of registration officers where there is no Minister available to undertake the legal requirements. Banning registration officers
from officiating in churches would make it more difficult for weddings to take place when a couple want a church wedding but a Minister that is familiar
with the legal procedures may not be available. Such banning would also undermine the commitment of the Registration Service to serve the whole
community and respect diversity

Consultation Question 21:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

There should be scope for flexibility. For instance, it may be appropriate for less experienced registrars to shadow more senior colleagues for training
purposes. A limit on numbers would prevent such training in future

Consultation Question 22:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Part 2 of the proposal - the term "non-religious belief organisations" is incredibly vague and could encompass organisations such as Vegans and Flat
Earthers, both of which may claim religious underpinnings. Surely, this is not what the Law Commission can seriously be proposing?

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This opens a can of worms and could lead to all sorts of pseudo belief organisations making money out of officiating at "weddings"

Please share your views below:

Disagree with whole idea

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

This is incredibly vague. "Contrary to public policy or morality" is a highly subjective phrase and capable of being open to abuse if introduced in law.
Strongly suggest this phrase is omitted.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is too important to allow weddings to be conducted by independent officiants who are unregulated. Including them on a list off otherwise
reputable officiants. answerable to their own organisations would undermine the credibility of such a list

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Disagree with the whole idea of independent officiants

Consultation Question 34:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This question conflates several different issues. Disagree with independent officiants being legitimised.

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The government is rightly committed to upholding marriage. The divorce rate is partly a reflection of the lack of seriousness with which couples are
approaching marriage. As weddings are the gateway to marriage, it is vital that the seriousness of weddings as not just personal choice but a social
contract should be upheld

Consultation Question 36:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

If the General Register Office were to adopt a secular stance this could conflict with the religious obligations of church approved officiants. Any guidance
should be confined to the legal requirements and not venture into ares beyond that.

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I would add "persistently fails to act"

Consultation Question 39:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Disagree with the whole idea of independent officiants

Consultation Question 40:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

If my views are disregarded and independent officiants are authorised, then they should be subject to requirements re training, continuous CPD and
subject to statutory review with fixed time periods

Consultation Question 41:

Other

Please expand on your answer:



Disagree with independent officiants, but if my views are ignored then I would agree with the proposal

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There is nothing wrong with the language set out in the Marriage Act 1949 re the "prescribed words".

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This approach entirely excludes the whole issue of the social importance of individual marriages. The wording used in this question is far too subjective
and is basically an "anything goes" approach to weddings

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Prescription would be the wrong approach

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A wedding is a social contract as much as a personal ceremony. Therefore, access to the public should be allowed to the actual ceremony

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There is a formal aspect to weddings, or should be, to reflect that the ceremony is not just personal commitment, important as that is, but also a social
contract

outdoors,, on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

Given the importance of marriage, weddings should be conducted in premises suitable for such occasions. What couples decide to do afterwards as
receptions is a matter for them

Consultation Question 49:

No



Please expand on your answer:

As above, public access to a ceremony that is both personal and social should be allowed

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This needs defining properly, otherwise an officiant's view could be highly subjective

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The main language of the UK is English, so if Welsh is added it should in addition and not instead of English

Consultation Question 56:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Computers go wrong. Paper has stood the test of time

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Other

Please expand on your answer:

1 and 3 are administrative matters that can be rectified. In the case of 2, if there are no witnesses, the wedding should not be taking place in the first
place

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

"a person" acting as officiant is far too vague ad open to interpretation. The phrase about cohabitation calls into question the point of the wedding in the
first place.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

No

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Our law reform campaign, 'Register Our Marriage' (ROM) gives a voice to men and women in religious marriages, who are not legally protected by
matrimonial law.

No

Please expand on your answer:

Most of our case studies have found out when the marriage breaks down/the 'spouse' dies.

No

Please expand on your answer:

Most of our case studies have been refused registration/been given excuses to delay it, by their prospective spouse, often conditional on a 'testing
period'.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



These are consequences reported to ROM by our case studies:

1) Being evicted/made homeless overnight by 'husband'; or after his death, by in-laws

2) Destitution and reliance on family/Benefits system

3) Lost life savings by investing in 'matrimonial' home/business, then high legal fees

4) Unilateral divorce is common e.g. by ‘Triple Talaq’ (illegal in most Muslim countries)

5) 'Husband' remarries in a registered marriage, abandoning first ‘wife’ and children

6) Conversely, many women are kept in ‘marital captivity’ and refused a divorce

7) Recent rise in polygamy, part-time and clandestine marriages

8) Recent rise in 'oral only' ceremony, without marriage certificates from faith leader, so that the 'husband' is not vulnerable to a claim for Islamic financial
rights

9) Cannot bury the body of 'spouse' without family’s consent (not “next of kin”)

10) No Pension rights

11) British woman imprisoned abroad and child to be taken away for illegitimacy

12) Mental health issues, trauma, self-esteem shattered

13) A number of Muslim women are imprisoned for fraud annually after being used as pawns by their 'husbands' who then abandon them and their
children

14) the law treats foreign spouses better than UK born and bred couples e.g. someone who has an 'invalid' marriage abroad (for lack of registration) has
full financial rights in England & Wales under Part III* as a result of their marriage being void or voidable - whereas the same unregistered marriage
conducted in the UK is a 'non-qualifying' marriage

*https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1984/42/part/III

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

The legal barrier is to have to register for two ceremonies or find one venue that offers both. It opens the door for reluctant fiances to make excuses,
refuse to attend Registry Office appointments or pull out at the last moment, when it is too late to cancel the religious marriage.

The government must protect vulnerable women by making a legally binding wedding the default position, so they are not exploited. For Muslim women,
their faith demands they are given the status of a legally binding wife. In Muslim countries, couples are not allowed to have 'Halal dating' by having a
Nikah.

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Most couples have gone ahead with a small gathering at home or in the garden.

Muslim Weddings have also taken place over Skype. For example:

"We, at The Nikah Co, are continuing to conduct Islamic Nikah ceremonies in small gatherings as long as social distancing measures can be implemented.
We are also facilitating online nikah ceremonies using video conferencing technology."

Most Lockdown religious marriages have not been registered. ROM anticipates a steep rise in the number of unregistered religious marriages.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

three days;

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Through consulting with the public and undertaking our own independent research in relation to the ROM campaign, we have come across both sham
and forced marriages. For example, we are in close collaboration with 'The Sharan Project' who assist with advising on marriages of this nature. The ethos
of our campaign ultimately involves campaigning for a fairer society, and we feel such concerns would feed into this. Consequently, we support the
introduction of an in-person interview when such concerns arise.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Yes, notice can be given online or via email.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There should be an amnesty from prosecutions for 1 year, to allow officiants to undergo training and become confident in their role and for couples to
gain trust in the new system.

Through engaging with various faith communities, we have identified that whilst many faith leaders are keen to be trained as officiants, some are
reluctant to being named publicly until they are reassured there will be no prosecutions.

In relation to the proposal of issuing an amended schedule, we would agree with this proposal subject to the couple being free to choose the substitute
officiant.

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Couples will wish to choose the officiant e.g. belonging to their personal faith group or the gender. We suggest a list of substitute officiants is published
online, with the couple asked to choose three in order of preference.

Please share your views below:

Where the nominated officiant has been involved in misconduct, as determined by law or the community.



Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There should be freedom to marry across the UK.

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

No, these can be published online

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:

In an ideal world, all faiths should be treated equally. However if the Anglican Church wishes to retain its special status, ROM has no objections - as long
as all other faiths are required to have legally binding weddings.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The ‘Register Our Marriage’ (ROM) campaign represents all faith groups. For them, critical importance is placed on the religious ceremony. A modern
marriage law must ensure that all faiths also protect their marriages by registering them under civil law.

The easiest way is to make it the default position for a marriage to be legally registered at the same time as the religious ceremony. There should be no
separate registrations. Any extra religious prayers should be added afterwards, after the legal requirements are met.

Currently, there is an option to to register their marriage in an authorised venue. Take-up has been abysmal, and is dropping every year. With the
proposed change to freedom of location of weddings, we have identified that many couples will opt to conduct their religious marriage in the comfort of
their homes. The faith leader or their registrar can easily act as an officiant. ROM has 100+ individuals ready to undertake the training of a registration
officer.

A single ceremony will help reduce the financial burden on couples intending to marry as well as stressing the significance of a civil wedding. This will also
help to tackle the issue of people being unaware that unregistered religious marriages lack legal protection.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

This supports our response to question 20, where a couple would need to book one officiant for their faith-based marriage.

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

ROM supports the Anglican Church keeping its current special status.

Consultation Question 23:

No

Please expand on your answer:

In certain large communities, such as Muslim communities are, there is no one governing body. Muslims come from more than 30+ main groups, many
disparate countries and all races. Limiting responsibility for nomination to a few governing bodies will narrow the number of officiants available and there
is concern that the nomination could be subjective and reflect Mosque/Sect politics e.g. Saudi funded mosques often exclude dissenters.

In addition, Muslims do not often get married in mosques. They choose a freelance Imam, who may not be registered with any mosque but conducts
marriages e.g:

Finally, it is essential that women are not excluded from the role of officiant. It is an administrative function and they would attend along with the Imam.
But most formal governing bodies will not put women forward.

ROM has on board 100+ individuals wanting to train as Officiants, men and women from all sects, many of whom are independent of sectarian politics
and well-respected amongst young Muslims. A modern marriage law would reflect all of society in its officiants.

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This will exclude many people who are independent of religious organisations and who wish to train as officiants e.g. it is not a requirement in Islam to
marry in a mosque or to have an Imam to lead prayers. The Nikah can be conducted by anyone of good reputation and standing. In Muslim countries, the
marriage registrar does not have to be any Imam and is often an administrative official such as a judge.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

This is irrelevant since we do not believe that religious organisations should decide who becomes an officiant.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Ditto

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



We believe that the GRO should keep the public list online, but that it should not be limited to those nominated by religious bodies. Those on the list
should should present five references from esteemed organisations or individuals and their listing should be subject to review every three years.

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is essential for the public to have faith in this list of officiants.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The task should not be limited to religious organisations. Fit and proper persons must nominate themselves as officiants. If this proposal is not passed,
we foresee religious marriages continuing to be unregistered, as religious organisations have proved with their refusal to register marriages that they will
not come on board unless they are compelled to do so by the law.

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

ROM has already formed strong relationships with community groups across the UK and is ready to conduct this mandatory training along with the
registrar general. We can commit to having 100+ Officiants trained in the first batch and to continue bringing quality individuals on board with each
coming quarter.

Consultation Question 32:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is highly unpractical to expect trained Officiants to conduct marriages without being paid fairly. It is a purely administrative function and quality
individuals deserve to be paid well. Even religious leaders charge for conducting religious marriage ceremonies, since they have few other means of
income.

A minimum fee should be set by the GRO, for example, £150 to reflect the cost of training and registration. If an individual Officiant wishes to run a
business offering registered marriages and couples are happy to pay extra for a luxury wedding, they should not be prohibited from doing so.

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Question 33 appears to contradict question 32, which proposes that a commercial profit should not be made from Officiating at weddings. ROM believes
that there should not be a limit on the fees that individual companies wish to charge. This will allow there to be a widespread choice of fees, locations,
and Officiants around the country. It would stop the scandalous current position that there are no registered Nikah marriages being conducted in the
whole of Wales.

Consultation Question 34:

No

Please expand on your answer:

We do not see any need for this restriction.

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

ROM believes that the GRO should issue clear guidance and that the conduct of civil weddings must be standardised to avoid confusion and variations
across the country, and across different faith groups. There need be nothing in the civil ceremony that is in conflict with religious ceremonies, with the
wording ensuring that there are no forced, underage or polygamous marriages. For example, in a polygamous marriage, it would be clear to the bride
that they are the second or subsequent wife and would have no legal rights. They would then opt out of the default position of a legal marriage and
choose to be in an unregistered religious marriage.

Consultation Question 37:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Officials will be responsible for the own conduct and the GRO for monitoring them.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There should be a three year time limit, after which the authorisation should be reviewed.

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is imperative, as it will mean couples have no bar to having a legally binding wedding.

Please share your views below:



In an ideal world, one ceremony should suffice. For example for Muslim couples, the civil ceremony will be valid as a binding eligious Nikah ceremony if
the gift by the husband to the wife (the 'Mahr') is stated as a specific clause e.g.:

'The husband will give £5,000 Mahr promptly on the day of marriage and £20,000 Mahr is deferred in the event of his death or divorce being given by him'

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If the above scenario in Question 45 does not become law, then a religious service must take place. By repealing this provision, unregistered religious
marriages will continue to take place.

Consultation Question 47:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Couples should be free to marry at home, in the garden, on the beach, on a boat - or wherever else they choose in a private setting.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

A modern wedding law should allow couples the freedom to marry anywhere which is not a danger to themselves or others.

Consultation Question 49:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

No

Please expand on your answer:

There should be complete freedom of choice,

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It should be the responsibility of the couple. To do otherwise could potentially conflict with the couple's freedom to select the location, for instance in
their home or at the seaside. Officiants can decline to attend at the location if they cannot easily travel there.

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:



No

Please expand on your answer:

There must be complete freedom of choice as to location with no need for pre-approval that will slow down weddings.

Please share your views below:

This is unnecessary bureaucracy.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There must be at least 2 reliable witnesses (over 18 and under 80) of sound mental and physical health, who can testify to the marriage in the future. This
is essential to prevent sham and forced marriages.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The current legal test of 'presumption of marriage' will not be required once online registrations are made public and should be abolished.

In any case, bringing such legal proceedings is complex and prohibitively expensive for most people. It remains legal theory which is enjoyed by lawyers
but rarely applied in practice.

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There should be an amnesty period of 1 year to ensure maximum compliance. Much like the smoking ban, after this period of awareness building
campaigns led by ROM, there should be a minimum number of non-compliances.

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

N/A

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Full freedom should be given, as long as registration is completed within 7 days.



Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The name of the officiant should be disclosed; this will reduce the risk of fraud.

Consultation Question 72:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

As well as the above, UK officiants should be allowed to conduct these weddings.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See answer 72

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

ROM has never come across this scenario or request. Neither has its  in 30 years of legal practice.

Consultation Question 74:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The schedule can be filed online from anywhere that has Wifi

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(2) there should be no fee.

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

1. The current law is not 'fit for purpose' for 21st-century Britain. It is 70 years old and stuck in a land that did not know mass migration. It discourages as
well as prevents couples from getting married, as it requires them to jump through extra hoops if they fall outside three faiths. The default position must
be that couples have to 'opt out' of a legally valid marriage, rather than arrange a separate ceremony to opt in. If the current proposals are accepted,
ROM anticipates a dramatic rise in religious marriages being registered. After ROM's suggested 1 year amnesty period is over and compulsory registration
is the norm, the numbers left vulnerable to exploitation will be minimal.

2. the proposals have been welcomed by ROM supporters across faiths, ages, genders and political persuasions. ROM has a list of around 100 faith
leaders and administrators frustrated that they cannot yet undertake training to become an officiant.

Collectively, the identified faith leaders come from conservative as well as more liberal sects and thus have a wide outreach. This allows them to loudly
convey the importance of a legal marriage within their differing faith communities. This instant surge in legal marriages would ensure true marriage
equality.

We have case studies ready and women willing to give evidence publicly. The quicker the law changes, the less harm will be suffered,

We welcome our website and social media handles to be viewed for evidential purposes:

Website: https://registerourmarriage.org
Linkedin: https://www.linkedin.com/company/regourmarriage/
Twitter: https://twitter.com/RegOurMarriage

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

1. There is a false perception that the cost is high for a registry office weddings
2. " Approved premises
3. The cost for marrying in a mosque is about £150
4. The cost for an imam to attend a home or private venue is around £300-£500
5. Couples resent paying for a separate wedding

ROM has names of people willing to give evidence if required.



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

1. ROM knows of few couples who aspire to marry in a register office
2. This would bring the UK up to date with countries where legal marriages are the norm
3. This is an outdated, unpractical system

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

1. The venues than did apply to become approved premises have often stopped registry marriages because of perceived administration and redtape
2. ROM knows of only a handful of mosques that invite registration officers to attend their premises, usually run by one trustee who is strongly
committed to legally valid marriages

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

1. This will be hugely welcomed
2. "
3. "
4. "

ROM has names of many women, and indeed some couples, who welcome the proposals so that they can start a business, as Officiants.

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

N/A

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Full freedom of movement should be given in order to facilitate more marriages

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

As above

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

N/A

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

N/A

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

The potential costs of these proposals is a pittance in comparison to the losses being suffered daily as a result of: 
 
Destitution and reliance on benefits 
homelessness 
social services involvement 
damaged educational and career prospects 
increased prison population e.g. 'wives' regularly being convicted as a result of their 'husbands' making them pawns in insurance fraud schemes (when 
caught, the men disassociating themselves and calling them mere girlfriends)



mental health problems and loss of self esteem
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Yes
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Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

We agree that it should be possible to start the notice period by giving notice online or by post.

Any in person appointments should take place at the district in which proceedings are to take place. It would be pointless in a couple attending an
appointment in Bristol 3 days before a ceremony in Caerphilly, for example.

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

Three days or seven days would not be a sufficient period to allow for allocation of staff for ceremony, robust checks and confirmation of documentation,
etc. to take place. We believe that 15 days minimum period should be given.

You will be aware that a DRO notice can currently take up to 70 days if referred and the Home Office were the ones that originally asked for 28 days for
immigration verification via electronic processes to take place.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

No – we believe an in person interview should be mandatory. Whilst modern technology has its place, we would be unable to pick up on any nuances,
signs of coercion, etc. that may be happening off camera. All couples should be treated equally in this respect so there can be no challenges made.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Yes – but wouldn’t this be going once marriage schedules begin in any event

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes – assuming any data protection issues, etc. are taken into account.

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

(1) No - we believe that only the type of officiant should be identified not the actual name of officiant. When the place, date of ceremony is selected at
interview then the type of officiant should be selected too.
(2) Yes – type of officiant specified not necessary to name them. If substitution needed then it should be the same type of officiant and not a registrar
being asked to attend at the last moment.

Consultation Question 12:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

An officiant should be part of a professional, vetted group and not a sole independent officiant so that in an emergency someone else in that group could
be called upon to substitute.



Please share your views below:

Yes – an officiant could be shielding or have been asked to self-isolate (in a Covid-19 setting for example).

Consultation Question 13:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Universal Civil Preliminaries would solve any issues – but this question should be addressed by the Anglican Church.

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

We believe it should mirror civil notices and give a uniformed approach across the board, possibly an England/Wales database – but again should be
addressed by the Anglican Church.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

(1) Yes
(2) Yes

….but Universal Civil Preliminaries would solve any issues

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes – they should.

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:

(1) No – no other religious group has this option
(2) Yes all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Only registration officers should officiate at civil ceremonies – but there also needs to be parity/equal status with Independent Celebrants (if they are
permitted), and therefore they should be limited to just civil ceremonies.

Needed as a back-up system

Consultation Question 21:

Other



Please expand on your answer:

Yes – is it operates like civil partnerships.

Reservations – if, for instance, private residences are permitted as currently ceremonies operate within controlled environments, e.g. hotels.

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes – they need to be experienced and vetted professionals and have understanding of the seriousness of the occasion.

Please share your views below:

There should be a list of organisations not eligible, e.g.

• Not political parties
• Not private businesses
• Not “cult-like” organisations

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes – to have back up available

They should define their beliefs on marriage as part of their application

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Policy on what immoral is - people will have different definitions of what immoral is.

Who is going to regulate/monitor such a policy?

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Thought needs to be given as to should this be an All Wales List, England and Wales or UK wide list.

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:



No – they should be part of a regulated group

There should also be a system in place whereby they have to demonstrate prior experience and fulfil certain criteria. Private individuals would have no
back up and who would be regulating them.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Assessment needs to be undertaken.

Is there a need for Independent Celebrants if local authority hands were untied and ceremonies could take place outside and the content of the
ceremony were less constrained ?

Who is going to assess them? Local Registration Service

E-Learning modules are not good enough!

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Thought needs to be given as to how this is going to be regulated and monitored.

They should not be in it for a profit!

Consultation Question 33:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

All officiants should not be doing it for profit – cost recovery basis only. Need to demonstrate interest is joining couples – not for commercial gain. A limit
on fees (CAP) should be imposed.

How is the “conflict of interest” aspect going to be monitored? Who will be undertaking this task?

Consultation Question 34:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Officiant needs to be allocated to a group
• Religious
• Non-Religious
• Registrars

Independent Celebrants can’t be operating more than one hat.

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Yes – assessments made to ensure compliance

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes – their regulatory body

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes – but how? Have the General Register Office been consulted on this?

Consultation Question 40:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

A fixed term should be set nationally, maybe 3-5 years and then reassessed. Appropriate controls could be put in place by their regulatory body

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes keep contracting words but not declaratory words

Impediments should be mentioned in ceremony – not necessarily in form of statement

Yes – both parties

Yes – as with civil partnerships

Yes – requirement that all present need to know when the marriage/partnership has been formed. Everyone present needs to be aware of the point at
which that happens.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No – they need to be within guidelines and parameters. The form they take needs to be defined and officiants responsible for complying with it. Officiants
should have final say and not couples.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Yes – they should conform to a general set of guidelines.

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes – couples would often like to include religious hymns “Calon Lan” “Ave Maria” and “St Paul’s letter to the Corinthians” but are precluded from doing so
under current rules.

Please share your views below:

General content should be secular and therefore it may be more appropriate for a guest and not an officiant to undertake this.

Religious process, because they like them, should be allowed.

Consultation Question 46:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No – need to know what’s happening and be able to object

It is a public event (as in church)

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There should be specified places in which ceremonies can be undertaken so that the officiant can ensure that all procedures have been adhered to.

• Health and Safety
• Insurance

To name but a couple.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes – but who will be monitoring this and what criteria would the officiant follow. Different people will have different ideas on what is “safe and dignified”.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Any pre-approval process should be undertaken by the local authority as they will have the local knowledge required.

Please share your views below:

Any pre-approval process should be undertaken by the local authority as they will have the local knowledge required.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No – registrations should either be done bilingually or in English only as is the present case

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But who will be undertaking it and therefore bearing any cost implications

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Registrar General, Detained and Housebound

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes – as long as protections in place and local authority can waive 28 days.

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes – 12 months across the board for schedules with provisions to waive/reduce

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes – there should be a consistent approach

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes – but would need controls in place against sham marriages, etc.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If Registrar General authorise it

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Should be a stated timescale - upto 28 days / by secured mail

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Should be cost recovery

Consultation Question 76:

(1) the same fee as other cases in which the registration officer must travel to the person giving notice, set nationally on a cost-recovery basis; or

Please expand on your answer:

Set fee and then take account of compassionate grounds.

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But on cost recovery basis



Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Standard rate should apply to housebound/detained

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



The fees need to be looked at – as under these proposals the costs would not be recovered.

The “ceremony fee” covers all the administrative work done before the ceremony which includes NOM / NOCP, contacting couples with regards to
paperwork required for appointment, referring documents when necessary, all work done behind the scenes in the back office, etc. and this is not
reflected in the current fee for NOM/NOCP.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

It may be that when properly costed couples may find that ceremonies become more expensive as officiants, such as Independent Celebrants, would
charge another fee on top of fees collected to complete the paperwork before a ceremony can take place, to undertake a couple's ceremony.
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

3 months

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

No

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:



Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes to 1 No to 2

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Non-religious organisations should not be able to nominate officiants

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Yes



Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

In the case of religious organisations, yes, otherwise no

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No fees

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Yes but it needs to go further: the officiant should ensure that that the content and tone of the ceremony itself uphold the dignity and solemnity of
marriage

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It should not be possible to get married without being present.

Public declarations are cornerstones of the ceremony and the duration of the marriage.

There is already a significant amount of flexibility in the ceremony.

For ever and still the law and society have an absolute interest in a public declaration. Removing the connection would make the whole ceremony
meaningless.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The ceremony should be appropriate to the solemnity of marriage. Weddings are public declarations. Allowing complete freedom to decide the content
completely debases the value to the couple and to society of the wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No



Please expand on your answer:

This is an arrangement that was introduced several hundred years ago in order to reduce the risk of forced marriage, which is relevant today.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The location should demonstrate the dignity and solemnity of the ceremony. Holding it in a frivolous location such as underwater or in the air debases
the institution of marriage

outdoors,, on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This does not go far enough: the terms of the guidance from the General Register Office should be more stringent

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But see above

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The marriage must be correct in all respects

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 71:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees



Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(2) there should be no fee.

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:





N/A

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

N/A

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The period, although not long enough, a least pays some attention to some form of residency qualification

Consultation Question 5:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is easily open to fraud

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

The short time period gives a further example of how marriage is no longer regarded as an important institution. Any extension would be an
improvement as a symbol if nothing else.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

All interviews should take place in an important formal setting.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

No particular view

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Provides a greater legitimacy and protection.

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

No. This is a futile exercise.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Many churches rely on civil registrars. This means that some churches would fall foul of weddings law, as they are required to take responsibility for
unfamiliar legalities in order to hold a religious ceremony.

Consultation Question 21:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

No



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

'contrary to public policy or morality' is too subjective. Those with unpopular but legal views could be excluded from nominating officiants.

The test should be objective for e.g. undermining the rule of law.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Currently wedding offciants are either highly trained registrars or religious representatives who are likely to have strongly held beliefs on marriage.
Independent offciants would open the door to those who may not.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Other

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The Marriage Act 1949 sets out prescribed words to declare both parties are free to marry and consent to the same. The prescribed words form a
foundation for the declarations required for a marriage. Without them the ceremony is meaningless.

Proposals would enable a wedding where no words were said between the parties let alone promises.

Allowing wholly personalised wedding ceremonies without any legally-required words would send the message that marriage is an entirely private
matter.

A requirement for officiants to ensure that the ceremony does not undermine the dignity and solemnity of marriage is too subjective. It will not prevent
couples finding an officiant to agree to even the most outlandish wishes.

The possibility of fully-tailored wedding ceremonies will encourage commercialisation. Those more willing to be flexible with the ceremony would be likely
to profit the most, encouraging people to push the boundaries.

If people can entirely customise their own weddings, they might blend together different elements from faith ceremonies inappropriately, effectively
making
a parody of those ceremonies. This could be highly offensive to people of those faiths.

Consultation Question 43:

Other



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The open doors’ requirement is a valuable part of wedding day celebrations,
making it clear that marriage is not a private affair, but rather is important to society as a whole

The opposite is also important; weddings which are not publicly accessible make a statement that the marriage is private and of interest only to the
couple. This couldn’t be further from the truth.

Ensuring that weddings are open to any member of the public, rather than just those invited, is a way of protecting against forced marriage and bigamy,
for example.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

No



Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Other



Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Widowed in 2004

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:



Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Time needed to allow any objections to be raised

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Seems reasonable, providing such interviews actually take lace prior to the marriage.

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Time needed for reflection and any objections from interested parties.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Certainly not! How are these concerns to be raised or logged.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Yes, if this can be organised effectively.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Needs to be displayed somewhere to be open to public scrutiny.

Consultation Question 10:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Period is too long.

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

In any situation deemed to be an emergency, or where doubt is cast upon the integrity of the first named officient.

Consultation Question 13:

No



Please expand on your answer:

Seems unduly limiting - if you attend a church in Scotland Northern Ireland, why should your banns not be read there if you are intending to marry in an
Anglican Church is England or Wales? This is still the United Kingdom.

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

No - both parties may live in different parts of the country for work-related reasons, and may choose a church to facilitate attendance of family and
friends.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes - marriage involves a legal contract between two people, and documentary evidence with regard to identity, immigration status etc. could be
important.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes - equal treatment is essential.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Presumably the choice to marry in church is a personal decision, and Anglican preliminaries should still be recognised.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There should be no diminution in these requirements, which are a barrier to forced or fraudulent marriages.

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If a religious ceremony has been chosen, a registration officer is not an appropriate person to officiate.

Consultation Question 21:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Legally binding agreements require tight supervision.

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Political parties, organised pressure groups, quasi political organisations , and all groups whose views are antithetical to the view of marriage as a
partnership best suited to the role of the family as a supportive network, the stability of society and the raising of children.

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This could legitimate members of Extinction Rebellion or the International Marxist group to officiate at weddings.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Yes - but the parties involved are unlikely top make their views known if they wish to nominate officiants. Evan the Nazis never tried to legitimise their
own ceremonies of marriage.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Merely being an office-holder in an organisation is not sufficient. Their role within the organisation should be scrutinised. Will they be CRB checked?

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

What happens if they aren't 'fit and proper persons' within the general understanding of this term?

Consultation Question 31:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not stringent enough - mandatory training and continuing professional development must be backed up by sanctions to deter deliberately false
representation.

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There should be an upper limit on charges to bring independent officials in line wiuth religious organizations. A financial free-for-all makes corruption
more likely.

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Can't possibly be independent.

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage involves a contract between two people to share their lives and possessions - it is a serious matter not a fun day out.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Statutory guidance

Consultation Question 37:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Independent complaints should be possible

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A review after 5 years.

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The form and ceremony should be appropriate to the occasion.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Prayer for the success of the marriage, music with a religious theme

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If this means a religious blessing ceremony, it should continue if required.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A marriage is a public event with implications for wider society.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Some venues are not appropriate e.g. places where the consumption of alcohol is its primary purpose, or any premises licensed for gambling.

on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

A marriage has always been a matter of public significance not merely a private arrangement between two people.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A marriage has a public significance,

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

No

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

A religious wedding solemnizes a marriage within a set of beliefs and a religious venue is an appropriate place for this ceremony. The participants should
uphold that belief.

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

The same people who decide at the present time whether particular venues e.g. theatres are safe and fit for purpose.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

No



Please expand on your answer:

Does not offer protection against fraudulent marriage. Why marry if you do not intend to cohabit,or secure the future of children?

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I never knew it existed!

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

There are such things as video-links to ensure all preliminaries are observed. I thought that it had always been possible for an officiant to conduct a
service of marriage at a bedside, if licensed to do so.

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Seems less complicated and should prevent delays.

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Remote ceremonies should only be allowed in extreme circumstances, and after identities have been verified.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Allows too many loopholes

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Only if properly regulated.

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

No - impossible to check whether due process has been followed.

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

They aren't being married by the ship!

Consultation Question 72:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Again, how will the authorisation of ship's crew be accomplished? Many will not be UK citizens.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Will verification of status be made available to the bride and groom?

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

No idea

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If this is accepted, it is the only solution.

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Some proposals are well-thought out and would probably lead to more couples being legally married.
Others may lead to the commitment not being taken seriously, which, coupled with easier divorce, may have the opposite effect to the detriment of any
children born of the marriage.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

The cost of a marriage is determined by the wishes of those who wish to be married. I know, personally, of couples who have spent thousands on their'
big' day', and are struggling with the debt for years afterwards.
I cannot see how expanding the choice of venues, ceremonies and officiants will remove what are presently seen as barriers to legal marriage.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Again, a wedding is a public statement of commitment, and should not take place in a private home, unless there are special circumstances.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

No views other than Registration Officers should be paid for their attendance, and travel costs.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

I thought we were considering the status of marriage, not the profitability of possible venues.

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No comment

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No specialist knowledge or evidence.

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

The legality of the marriage must be validated, and 'bogus marriages' should be identified in the UK

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No comment

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No evidence.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No evidence.

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

No evidence
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

We have been married for 52 years following a religious service in a Methodist Church

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Interviews should always be in-person.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Absolutely essential to prevent forced marriage.

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

This seems eminently reasonable to avoid inappropriate weddings by groups not subscribing to appropriate supportive and long-term relationships.

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

We agree, as outlined in our answer to question 24.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:



This would be satisfactory so long as the organisation has proved that it has appropriate views about marriage.

Consultation Question 28:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not relevant if only listed by office. But all nominated organisations should be listed.

If individuals have been nominated , they should be listed.

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This could open the floodgates to all and sundry unless realistic checks of their suitability are undertaken.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is absolutely essential and should be demonstrated in the design of the ceremony and appropriateness of any allowed venue.

Marriage is intended to be a long-term contract and the making of this contract should be treated with due reverence, dignity and solemnity. These terms
need to be given a definition with a high threshold.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Not just 'guidance' -minimum requirements should be specified.

Consultation Question 37:

Other



Please expand on your answer:

How does this work if they have nominated themselves?

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Where officiants are named, they should be required to regularly re-register (having been suitably checked out) after an appropriate period.

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Both parties must be physically present and must orally make the prescribed statements in 1a and 1b, as at present.

Marriage should continue to be a public contract with accepted legal requirements in terms of statements. The options in paragraphs 2, 3 and 4 are
therefore totally unacceptable, leading to a further diminution of the true value of marriage.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A wedding ceremony should be seen as a serious commitment to each other, in public, and where the state sets out acceptable requirements. It is not an
excuse for any sort of extravaganza or celebrity style event.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:



It should be allowed to have a religious service as a blessing on a marriage which may not be allowed to take place legally under the 'rules' of the religious
organisation concerned e.g. after divorce. Under such circumstances, the religious service will not be the legal ceremony.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A wedding is a public declaration of a personal commitment and must remain open to the public. This protects against forced marriage and marriage
where there is a legal impediment that the parties concerned may not wish to expose.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The venue should be appropriate to the solemnity and significance of the event.

on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

Only outdoor weddings might be permitted, assuming a suitable site, allowing a ceremony to be held with decorum, and realistically accessible by the
public is chosen.

The other proposed options would not allow these requirements to be met.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A wedding is a public declaration in which society has a interest.

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

No

Please expand on your answer:

The couple's beliefs should be mirrored in their choice of venue.

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The law should specify clearly enough what is appropriate, so that any location either will or will not meet the requirements.

Consultation Question 52:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is far too broad and would allow totally frivolous decisions on location.

A wedding ceremony must always satisfy requirements for safety and dignity which are clearly defined in the legislation.

No

Please expand on your answer:



As stated above, these requirements must be clearly defined in law and not be on the whim of a particular couple or officiant.

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

It does not need to be any different from the current situation where, for example, a hotel can register to hold wedding ceremonies.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A wedding should be properly and physically documented.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

These are all vital parts of the acceptance of the marriage process. A genuine mistake in the marriage document might be allowed to be rectified and the
marriage thereby considered legal.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It will be good to spell out that 'common law marriage' does not legally exist.

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is much too open to abuse.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

How can this be an appropriate venue for a serious and legal ceremony?

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If the place for the wedding to be held meets all the requirements for a dignified ceremony .

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:



No

Consultation Question 71:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Somebody is bound to want to do it. A mad idea, we think.

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

We do not believe that the current law discourages couple from getting married.

Our fear is that the new proposals will increase the number of couples who may not be taking marriage seriously enough but just want a fancy event
which they may soon wish to forget. Thus, this is likely to lead to greater numbers divorcing.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

We do not believe that financial considerations should be critical deciding factors in these matters.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUMU-N

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-04 18:37:38

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

-

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

-

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I am legally married

Other

Please expand on your answer:

NA

Other

Please expand on your answer:

NA

Other

Please expand on your answer:

NA

Consultation Question 2:



Please share your views below:

NA

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Difficult. The government did not appear to understand the difference between a "celebration" and a "legal ceremony". For a long while there was no
provision to supplement the legal wedding ceremony while it was banned due to lock down, despite it being very clear that it is possible to completely
social distance at the venue and having it sanitised beforehand, rendering it lower risk than going to the shops.

The legal wedding ceremony carries much significance and is legally binding. In a contrary, I see that a celebration as something completely unnecessary
and optional, and it carries much higher risk due to the mixing of attendees.

My spouse and I had to get in touch with multiple people, including the First Minister, our corresponding MSs and MPs, local councilors, the registrar and
religious leader at which the wedding was to be held.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I think this requirement offers both parties a degree of protection, and prevents a snap "arranged marriage" from happening.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

COVID safety measure. But the in-person interview must be mandatory and not be abolished. The interviewee must also be able to proof their identity by
showing their faces and providing valid IDs.

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Np, in-person interview should be mandatory for the purpose of identity verification, and for any issues can be raised by the interviewee in case of an
"arranged marriage".

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Continuing the current practice of displaying at the local registrar office, I don't see any harm displaying the information online.

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

No

Please expand on your answer:

High risk of injury due to unsafe building

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

For maximum protection for both parties entering the marriage, yes to both.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes. Same as any other legal oaths/declarations in other situations.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The proposal would restrict registrars to officiate at a civil wedding, which is different to what is possible currently, that they can also register weddings at
a religious setting at the same time. Many religious institutions rely on civil registrars to register their weddings, as they do not have their own personals.

Allowing registrars to officiate at a religious setting would also ensure all legal requirements are fulfilled, even for religious institutions without a leader or
hold ceremonies infrequently.

The proposal would likely cause many couples to require a civil ceremony separate to their religious ceremony due to the registrar not being allowed to
officiate at a civil wedding in a religious institution, adding to the complexity and stress.



Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

The proposal appears reasonable, but the definition of what falls under the categories "unlawful" or "contrary to public policy or morality" must be clearly
defined.

However, there is a risk that such categories may be used to penalise moral views that are contrary to prevailing opinions, which changes over time.

As such, the categories must be clearly and objectively defined such that it does not limit personal beliefs or convictions under the Equality Act 2010.

Examples of objective criteria include illegal activities such as terrorism, violence, threats to overthrow democracy, or undermining the rule of law.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There is currently no financial incentive to officiate a wedding. The proposal would open up a market for officiants to make wedding a commercial
practice, with those being the most flexible with the ceremony profiting the most. This contradicts the goal of reducing costs of weddings.

Independent officiants (celebrants) can already conduct weddings that are not legally binding, such as ceremonies underwater, in a sadomasochism
dungeon, at a comic book convention with a couple dressed as fictional characters, and at a ruined leper hospital
on Hallowe’en. This would undermine the dignity and value of marriage if allowed.

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:



No

Please expand on your answer:

The current rules are already flexible enough that the rest of the ceremony apart from the prescribed words can be changed. Most of the other legal
declarations take place with a prescribed words, there should not be an exception for wedding ceremonies.

Furthermore, marriages are founded upon solemn promises made between the two entering the marriage. It is significant that legally binding prescribed
words are used, and that both parties should be required to declare any impediments preventing the marriage, as with many other legal declarations.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Legal wedding ceremony carries significant weight, as both parties enter a union with legal consequences in areas including finance, health, wills etc. A
legal ceremony should reflect the seriousness of the commitment the two are entering.

A fully-tailorable ceremony would encourage commercialisation. This is in contrary of reducing the cost of a marriage.

Currently, the rules are flexible enough that everything outside of the vows and the signing of the register can be changed. There is no need for further
flexibility.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The "open doors" requirement signifies that a marriage is not a private matter, but is important to the society as a whole. The ceremony should be in-line
with publicly giving notice. A marriage forms a family, and a family forms a unit of society. As such, a wedding ceremony should be public.

Ensuring that weddings are open to the public, rather than just those invited, is key to protecting anyone against forced marriage and bigamy.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There is no clear indication which will safeguard unsuitable venues from being used. Although the consultation suggests that the venues must be
"dignified" and "safe", there is no clear and objective measures of testing a venue.

Currently unofficial weddings already happen underwater, in a sadomasochism dungeon, at a comic book convention with a couple dressed as fictional
characters, and at a ruined leper hospital on Halloween. This undermines the significance of a marriage.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUYC-F

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-04 18:37:40

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

I do belong to a local church, and yes I could guarantee that all members would be in agreement with me on the seriousness and dignity of marriage, but
i am replying as an individual.

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

As happy for anything I say to be public as I am convinced that marriage is a public declaration of commitment.

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Interesting question...... as a christian my vows were made in the sight of God, but also as a christian that same God has provided the authorities who
allow us to live peaceable lives and so we were more than happy to comply with the laws of the land and have our marriage recognised in law, it is a
solemn thing, not to be entered into lightly.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Interestingly, friends were married in Malta some years ago, and when they arrived home discovered that their marriage was not legally binding here
when they arrived home. They were very happy to rectify the situation immediately and without considering an imposition at all. They have a very high
view of marriage.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

I have been involved in 2 weddings during Covid, one where my husband married the couple, have known the young lady since she was born, and so it
was a privilege to be among the 30 allowed in August. The registrar was also a close family friend so that as cool! No receptions were possible at the time,
which in the case where large amounts of alcohol might be consumed and so social-distancing more likely to be compromised, I can well understand.
However, I did feel that an outdoor picnic with no alcohol and every bubble on their own picnic blanket could have been legal. Sadly rules were made for
those who would push every boundary i feel, and we have seen so many blatantly and sadly breaking the rules, while trying to keep to everything we can.
I've had personal experience of my Mum going from walking into hospital, to catching Covid while there, presumably because someone didn't keep to
protocols, and now needing 24 hour nursing care. I do think that singing could be allowed in church services where the rules have, at least in my
experience, and those of my christian friends, been most closely followed and where the risk from people wearing masks and 2m apart is far less than my
average shopping trip!
The second wedding I attended on zoom. Both weddings were as meaningful and serious and joyful as any other I have been to under the current law.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I don't come down strongly either way, but where the purpose of this is that the couple just wants a pretty church setting and actually have no links to or
interest in the particular church, I think it's fair enough to keep it. Weddings from outside an area in small villages must sometimes be an aggravation to
local residents. I don't have personal experience of this although my uncle was a vicar in such a place. He was always happy to take a wedding for couples
who were serious about marriage and not just wanting somewhere pretty for the photos, and of course he would rather have the opportunity to talk
about the serious commitment of marriage even with couples who were just using the church because it looked pretty...... but in the case of commercial
enterprises.... Alton Towers or a regular hotel...... no particular reason for the seven days.

Consultation Question 5:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No strong feeling except that there should definitely be an in-person interview, and maybe extra training given on spotting signs of coercion as there will
only be one contact.

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

I think it would be wise to investigate situations where a marriage has been unwillingly entered into by one party, and whether the timing between the
two would have made any difference. I also think that there is wisdom in the old adage, act in haste, repent at leisure (or similar words!). If marriage is a
solemn commitment for life as had been the understood definition for centuries, then in very few cases is haste necessary and there is already provision
in law for such cases. Let's face it, you could go on a drinking spree for 3 days and end up married if you followed all the relaxations in the law that this
consultation seems to be suggesting. People can already decide to live with somebody today with an intention of staying together, but with no sense of
the seriousness and commitment of marriage as it has always been understood. Why water down marriage? There are many for whom marriage is still a
really serious and joyful (and needing to be worked at) lifelong commitment and all these suggestions seem to be wanting to deprive such people of the
liberty which such a marriage brings.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

It's very easy to coerce with just a video link, I think you would have to have all of the interviewers as highly-trained detectives. Definitely in-person I
believe, there are too many forced marriages already in this country, and most of them I'm sure go undetected with the present system, don't make it
even easier!! We don't want to become like other countries where a woman's word, and particularly if she is not of the majority and enforced state
religion, counts for nothing.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:



Not something I have particular knowledge of, so I don't see any reason against this....... however, is there a possibility for a marriage of convenience in
this case, is there evidence of this in the present system? Those with more precise knowledge would be the ones to reply to this.

Consultation Question 9:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It sounds reasonable since i expect few people actually go to a registry office to check or indeed to a church where the banns are read....... however......
even as I write...... I can envisage situations where, it being so much easier to access the info, like the date of a wedding, that a criminal element could
then easily identify times of house being empty of the occupants..... not dissimilar to when matches are on and footballers are away from
home......although perhaps the reapings might not be as great! No, on second thoughts not a good idea!!!!

Consultation Question 10:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I don't actually see the point of this..... if someone was to change their mind and their prospective marriage partner didn't, it could lead to an incessant
battle while the 12 months remained open, as i assume it would. Not sure what a good length is, but marriage and a definite date in mind concentrates
the mind, it needs to for such a serious lifelong commitment. Anyone who doesn't agree perhaps shouldn't be getting married in the first place.... after all
you can live together and know that the chance of you splitting up is far greater than if you were married, statistically. I don't advocate living together for
precisely for that reason, but don't lessen the seriousness of marriage.

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes if changed for fairly specific and obvious reasons... next question...

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes for these reasons

Please share your views below:

I can't think of any other good reason... why add a complication in? In my experience the person officiating at a wedding is very involved with the couple,
so the reason for a change would need to be obvious.... even at a registry office wedding which i attended, where the registrar had seemingly taken a
personal interest in my sister and brother-in-law. Adding in a possibiility for changing just adds another possible unnecessary stress to what should be a
happy occasion :-) Like changing the guest list!!!!

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

For many people, getting married in an Anglican church is a big part of the day..... and having the banns read and the significance of that is a part of
it.......for many it is not. I am not Anglican myself but i have sympathy with such people although I don't think it necessary. What is the reason behind this
change? Where would the authorisation come from? The local government registry office as with non-conforming churches? Is there some hidden agenda
to be able to stop a particular Anglican church being able to conduct weddings if they expressed a disagreement with current public opinion on marriage?
Unfortunately I think this is probably the case.... as christians we see increasing intolerance for our biblical view of marriage, where for us marriage was
defined in the beginning. Anything which chips away at this I am therefore not in favour of, even though I would be very happy to get married in a registry
office..... the marriage for me was a public declaration of an intended lifelong commitment, this could happen anywhere and although I chose to get
married in a church building, God is not confined to a church building so it wasn't necessary. However, I expect the church connection for the whole thing
is perhaps a part of the day for many who chose an Anglican church wedding, even if they are not actually believers, it's a tradition and why take the
authorising away from the banns, which would then probably result in banns disappearing eventually, taking away some of the tradition. As I say, not
personally an issue for me except if the underlying reason is an ulterior motive in relation to religious freedoms, which the most supposedly tolerant in
society are in fact most intolerant of.

Consultation Question 14:

Other



Please expand on your answer:

Why?

It seems to me that there are far more important questions to ask..... in an age where marriage as defined through the ages was blatantly redefined
against the wishes of so many, the biggest petition to date against a change in the law! Ask that question please!! Why was marriage redefined so quickly
and against the wishes of so many, and many of those from surprising quarters? I speak as someone with a lifelong friend who has entered such a
'redefined-in-law-of-our-country-marriage'.

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Again, these seem like trivial questions.... what is behind them?

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

If this is what happens with a registrar, then fair enough.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Anything which stops coercion is good, but I guess coercion has perhaps not been such an issue in Anglican weddings...... I see now where some of these
questions are going..... are people complaining about the practice of other faith communities, where a woman may much more easily be married against
her wishes because cultural-religiously (or a combination of both) her views are not given as much weight? And then maybe everyone else is being tarred
with the same brush? There are differences and we need to be free to talk about them, otherwise we will actually become like the cultures which produce
such intolerance. Not all muslims treat women as of lesser worth, some sects are very clear about that, I know of one in particular. The status given to
women in the laws of our country have come from our (no not perfect) christian heritage. Making that christian heritage of no account by labelling it as
radical/fundamentalist in the same way as radical/fundamental Islam/Hinduism is a travesty.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a civil law commitment in this country, however, I see no problem with an Anglican minister, who is essentially a trained registrar as a part of
his training, carrying out what they are trained to do. Removing this in the short term would require a large number of registrars to be trained! I can
remember a time when I believe the registrars were on strike and friends had to married during the week at a registry office as a registrar would not be
available on their wedding day and the church had no registrar of their own at the time...... So, save a backlog in the future, you're unlikely to find anglican
ministers going on strike.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a solemn commitment and should continue to be treated as such in the dignified way it is carried out.

Consultation Question 20:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

These questions are getting more confusing.... no reasons given to explain why!! I assume it's because they could be called on to do far more work??
There wouldn't be enough!!

Consultation Question 21:

Other

Please expand on your answer:



Is this to save money? I can't remember that there were two at the civil wedding I attended..... This question needs to be decided by those who have lots
of experience of the role!! Is it going to put many out of work and put increasing pressure on those remaining?? If so, no! This needs to be decided by
those who know what is involved. Is it to line it up with an Anglican wedding where presumably just the minister is required? In that case such a person is
both under scrutiny and supported by many others, whereas a lone registrar possibly could become overwhelmed and pressured.

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Are they not already? Presumably it's still part of their training...

Consultation Question 23:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I have a difficulty with the term 'governing body'...... small independent churches could unwittingly fall foul of wedding laws I feel.... weddings have been
taking place in these and a registrar required by law to be there.... but the very notion of 'independence' means that there is not a 'governing body'...... I
haven't time to read the link here, but if there is any doubt, I would want this referred to the Fellowship of Independent Evangelical Churches for
confirmation, they are not a governing body as we believe Christ is the head of the church, but I'm sure they will have submitted a clear answer to this
question, as they so helpfully do in their supporting capacity for independent churches.

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I'm concerned as to the open nature of this proposal. I'm sure that I could come up with a belief system which would fit the definition above, that could
end up with a dog officiating at a wedding, so log as there was a registrar fro the legal bit.....sure it seems crazy just now, but as soon as marriage was
redefined as not between one man and one woman the cases started to arise of people getting engaged to their pets, in preparation for the day coming
when they hoped marriage would be redefined further.
Where did the idea of marriage come from? It originated with God and he defined it, nobody has come up with any other explanation since.
Any lessening of what it is takes away from the solemnity and dignity of it. It's strange to me that so many people are so desperate to call themselves
married when they are free to live however they chose and with whomever or whatever they choose, and yet aren't happy if they are being denied the
term 'marriage'. I can understand why a satanist wouldn't want to get married in church and how they might see it as fun to parody a 'church' wedding,
including the officiant etc etc, but that is just taking away from the solemnity of marriage which i believe needs preserving in our day. It would be wise not
to lessen the dignity of marriage by unnecessary changes, for the next generations who may one day look back at us as we may look back at the less
desirable aspects of the hippy culture which was setting everybody free but ended up with so many enslaved to unhelpful habits.

Please share your views below:

I think I have answered this one above, but I would say it would be like plugging a hole in a dam, human nature is just so desirous of pushing the limits....
take the simple rules of the present Covid crisis..... anyone's TV screen shows what lengths people will go to to not do as they are told, even when it is for
their own good or that of their loved ones.
Much better to have a positive list of non-religious belief organisations..... a bit like happens with funerals..... although as a christian I have found secular
humanist funerals to be so depressing, in comparison to the joy and certain hope of a true christian's funeral, there has been a dignity and solemnity
there, even in the face of criticism of religion in some services, which is sometimes justified. I would hope that the dignity/solemnity of marriage could be
maintained in the same way, although there are already examples where this is not the case where the legal part has been separated out from the
wedding, so that it could take place in very different circumstances with very different participants 'officiating'. I don't think the two things should be
combined into one legal happening called a marriage. What people do outside of the official marriage part is obviously a matter of personal freedom.

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

For reasons given above this is far too open to striking at the heart of marriage as it has always been understood until very recent times. Too open to the
hi-jacking of a wedding service. I believe totally in the freedom of belief and freedom to speak of what we believe, but don't hijack marriage as it was
designed. Call aberrations from it anything you like, if someone believes their dogs can 'marry' they are free to do so, but don't call it marriage on the
same level as marriage as it has been defined through the ages, whether marked by a lavish ceremony with no expense spared, or an exchange of vows
at the end of a sunday service followed by a roast lunch, or a wedding at a registry office with two witnesses. There is a dignity and solemnity to
'marriage'.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:



'public policy or morality' is too loose a term..... just 40 years ago this term would have meant that 'same sex marriage' would have been unthinkable.
Who is going to decide? Many people would be very happy and find it the greatest irony if weddings could no longer take place in bible-believing
churches. This is entirely possible in the future as the morals of such bible-believers are being called immorality by some already.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

This is part of the bigger question of what constitutes an organisation. In many independent churches the office of elder,which includes the pastor of the
church as an equal (although mostly supported financially) member of the eldership would presumably qualify....... this has been the case for as long as I
can remember...... certainly in the case of my own wedding,,,, our church did not have a pastor but an eldership of 4/5 at different times. This provision
would just seem like an extension to other organisations rather than a change in the law for such churches. A registrar was obviously in attendance. Many
people perhaps don't realise this to be the case for many 'church' weddings. People's view of christianity/church is very skewed by the media and it's
always interesting to have such conversations.... I digress.....

Consultation Question 28:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

A bit similar as for the conducting of funerals I guess..... but with the safeguards as to the choice of persons above...

Consultation Question 29:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Who will decide whether the person is suitable? Still very vague definitions and how would they be assessed for suitability even to continue in the role,
without it also becoming a massive assessment machine for everyone?!

Consultation Question 30:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Too subjective, and yet at the same time not wanting to add cumbersome red tape to those organisations long-recognised as being able/capable of
providing such a service. It just all seems to be opening the floodgates to changes in a system which has stood the test of time, maybe just requiring some
slight modernisation. These questions seem to come from a naive assumption that everyone will have the best motives, or from a cynical taking of an
opportunity to undermine the dignity of marriage while giving an appearance of toleration.

Consultation Question 31:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

A story........ an elderly friend got lost in  and was very kindly taken into a pub by a lovely bar tender who looked after her (glass of water as she
doesn't drink) and sat her on a table with 5 other very kind people who chatted with her until I could get there...... this was in the summer of Covid.....
none of the six had masks..... my friend's was on the table, everyone was at the same table of 6 and next to her was a paramedic in uniform having a
drink (or3). They were all so lovely, but the trained paramedic and the pub landlady, although knowing otherwise, and with the best intentions, were
flouting every rule as they saw best :-o
So, you can undergo all the training in the world, but if your basic belief in what is acceptable is fundamentally different, what appears will be
unrecognisable.
I tell the story as an example is better than me saying what I think is acceptable in a wedding ceremony..... I've certainly been to some interesting ones......
but the essential nature of a wedding is a level of solemnity and dignity which until this point has been accepted, I feel no sense of certainty that this will
be preserved for future generations by opening the floodgates to any or all to interpret marriage as they wish. Call it something else, but don't change
marriage as it has been understood.

Consultation Question 32:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Glad you mentioned making a profit....... there is a real danger of this I expect, how would you work out what is being done for profit? Interesting.... when 
my husband officiated at funerals of people in the church he wouldn't charge the family, whether or not they were church people..... a friend pointed out 
that funeral directors charged the family anyway and would keep for themselves anything that they didn't pass on. It was ironic and even funny to be 
honest!!!!! So he now makes sure that the family know that it shouldn't be on the bill, not something he wanted to have to say but how else would he 
make sure they weren't being fleeced. I'm sure it wouldn't be the case wit all funeral directors, but I guess in the same way perhaps there would be a



standard payment, clearly and above board.

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As above

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Probably! I'm getting punch-drunk!! You can't be two things at the same time.... you would think that such a person could only be in it for financial gain.

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes! How will that be checked up on without having to have an examiner regularly at weddings? OfWed?? :-)

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

No

Please expand on your answer:

In most cases yes, but where the organisation itself has a dim view of marriage, which I hope would be rare, I'm not looking for trouble but just
remembering reference to a satanist wedding in a crypt, there needs to be some means of sorting it out and I expect it would be much harder to retract
than give permission, it always is.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

How will this be initiated...

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Maybe a probationary period in the hope that difficulties would arise early on and the process to unauthorise would be simpler and cause less angst.

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony



Consultation Question 42:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I think verbal consent in front of witnesses, unless there is a physical impediment, should still be included, signing a piece of paper is much easier than
saying the words if you are unwilling.

Consultation Question 43:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Unless that wedding involves something offensive, how you measure that I have no idea, but what would stop something unacceptable to anyone but the
three taking part happening?

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This goes without saying that freedom of religious belief and practice is still enshrined in law, even though there are increasing attempts to remove it.
What will make such a ceremony identifiable as a civil ceremony?

Please share your views below:

These last two questions are really quite strange, I can't decide if they are trying to limit the religious content or allowing more? Is it to protect the
registrar? I notice there was a case of a christian registrar some years ago who was sacked for wearing a cross, which way is this question going?

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If I understand this, then the case where my friends were legally married earlier in the week and then had their wedding ceremony on the saturday
(because of a government strike I believe) would have been illegal? Makes no sense!! It's not like they were married twice. Of course, they kept themselves
until after the wedding service they had planned, as many christians and those of other faiths still do (and I don't discount those of no faith who may keep
themselves for their wedding night). I don't think that the government can legislate for whether a wedding service happens or not and when it does, so
long as the legal part is done according to the law. Many people have a service of blessing as they call it, I assume that isn't what is being proposed as
being made illegal. Like friends who got married in Africa and then had a 'wedding service' here.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a public declaration of a lifelong commitment and anyone entering into it should know that. There are many other ways of living together for
people to chose if they don't want anyone to know, it adds to the solemnity. If someone is in danger from a particular person coming to the marriage
there are laws to deal with that. I can't think of any other good reason.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not if where it is makes a mockery of the institution of marriage

Please share your views below:



If other people are compelled to witness the wedding, like in a plane, that seems unnecessary, but I don't have any problem with location so long as it is
dignified I guess.... a hot tub? probably not! Who will decide? As soon as you start making lists it is human nature for people to try and think of what they
can get away with!!

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Again, I think marriage is a public declaration of a lifelong commitment...... is there a problem of coercion where noone is allowed access?

Consultation Question 50:

Other

Other

Other

Please expand on your answer:

The problem with this question is that answering yes may be unnecessary, I can't imagine non-religious people wanting to get married in a religious
setting, unless there was an ulterior motive, I can see religious people, particularly christians, not being too bothered where they get married as God is
not limited to religious venues!!! However, as mentioned, I can easily imagine a case where a same sex couple might want to get married in a
bible-believing church where people sincerely hold the view that same-sex marriage is against their biblical understanding..... similar situations have
already occurred where people have then taken it to court saying they are being discriminated against. We are all waiting for that to happen in a request
for a wedding. Many churches wouldn't be affected by it because of who the building belongs to, but some might. The difficulty already exists where
religious same-sex couples want to be free to marry and could cause trouble for a church unwilling to marry them because of sincerely and as yet freely
held beliefs. Why they would want to cause such trouble remains a mystery, at best it must be a belief that they are doing good. So, these three questions
are linked together and yet each stand on their own, not sure there is a resolution, except that there should be no coercion by law for a place to allow a
ceremony which goes against deeply held beliefs. That goes as much for a satanist church not wanting a christian ceremony on its premises as the other
way around. Respect both ways is required.

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No, not if the location doesn't want the wedding to take place there and the officiant does. Beliefs could be completely opposed.

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is in keeping with everything positive about marriage....... and is assuming that they are still answerable to a higher authority. What happens if a
wedding takes place in a plane and it crashes, is the officiant responsible? Silly question, but an obvious one given a previous question..

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Whoever is in overall oversight of weddings in this country, they are the ultimate authority according to this document so far, it can't be anyone with a
vested interest who receives any money from the process.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Other



Please expand on your answer:

Mother and father please

Consultation Question 55:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I understand the Welsh point of view, but if some future descendant doesn't speak welsh, I'm sure they would still like to easily be able to read their
ancestors' wedding certificate.... maybe those on the certificate would want to disown them if they knew! Compromise English and Welsh, and put the
Welsh first if they are Welsh. If they don't want to write in English and never use English for anything else then there could be provision for a foreigner to
translate on the certificate.

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I guess so, but it would have to be very robust and who would decide?

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Surely there ought to be witnesses to the marriage? Other mistakes are mistakes but I feel like witnesses should be there and registered, otherwise it
sounds like allowing all those mistakes that you would only need the couple and the officiant, that doesn't bode well for forced marriages....

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

These things are all showstoppers and will hopefully not ever occur

Consultation Question 59:

No

Please expand on your answer:

That seems a little strange? Surely that means that a marriage of convenience would be an even easier proposition if there was no expectation that a
couple would even want to spend time living together!

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I think so, this is I guess a common-law marriage and I've not really seen the purpose of it and it remains an issue for the children in my limited
experience. I think the problem arises because it seems to me that the longer people live together, the greater the need seems to be for a lavish wedding,
requiring more money to be saved, which becomes less likely as the family grows. Whereas I believe a wedding in such circumstances would be better as
a small family affair, with no pressure to go over the top to prove it is a marriage when essentially the couple have been living as married already. Better
to give incentives for people to be married rather than cohabit, for the children's sake and for the sake of the parents, who statistics show are then more
likely to stay together. Are any of the following questions going to show any encourgement for people to marry as it's been shown in countless studies to
be better where a couple have children, for the children and for society as a whole.

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



I assume this means there will now be no limit..... I was just reading of a teenager in Pakistan who had been kidnapped into a forced marriage and only
escaped 6 years later..... her kidnapping 'husband' had said she was in it willingly and had willingly become a Muslim. Not saying this has happened in our
country, but they could have come over here as a family.

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

I don't know of any problems personally, but I guess maybe one or two of the proposals are to help in these situations, although I'd be surprised if there
isn't consideration already.

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It would seem reasonable for an unconnected third party to be involved in such a vulnerable case, although I'm sure medics in each case would also have
an opinion to offer.

Consultation Question 64:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I don't know enough about why.... if it's just terminology then fair enough, but license is a much better word than schedule.

Consultation Question 65:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Maybe in this case only, as things could change and a delay required which shouldn't need the whole process to be repeated, but as said before, I can't
see a reason in general.

Consultation Question 66:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Hospital or housebound maybe..... but people are in prison for a purpose and there should be time for due consideration, particularly for the party not in
prison to think over what it means..... the schedule could have been issued before they were even aware a crime had been committed, and to be held to
something about which you my have had just cause to change your mind, although obviously each individual case is different, seems like an unfair
burden. If they are still certain they want to marry then the short delay for a new licence after release from prison is unlikely to compare to the prison
sentence.

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Fair enough in an emergency situation..... talked about this earlier I believe...

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Apart from those exceptions already mentioned

Other



Please expand on your answer:

Personally I don't see the difference, an example of 'at risk from death' seems rather more broad..... so.... I decide to climb Everest and decide I want to be
married the day before, can I just get married that day remotely and then the next day decide I wasn't going to climb after all? Someone at risk of death it
seems to me, would have the input of someone who could assess the situation, and only in the case of illlness/injury would it seem like a necessary
emergency measure.

Consultation Question 68:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Can't see a great reason for it, except perhaps for those with a close affinity to the sea, I guess why not if it can be faciltated :-)

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No objection to that either, I didn't realise that it isn't possible now although i have never heard of it of course!! Just the difficulty of where the intention to
marry would be posted? Always concerned that coercion away from people who know could cause an issue.

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

I don't know enough about boats/ships..... again so lomg as it wouldn't make protective lass easier to flout..... eg marriages of convenience to get
someone into the country, sounds a bit contrived! Illegal immigration maybe?

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If you can go to the extremes of getting married on a cruise ship, a small detail like the name of the officiant should be readily available.

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

So long as they go through all the same checks as their on-shore counterparts and have opportunity to be involved in the wedding planning rather than it
just being an off the cuff arrangement.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

as said above...

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Any demand for such weddings would probably be in proportion to those on land, I don't suppose there's a greater difference between the wealthy and
the poor.

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees



Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Where housebound, no, on compassionate grounds..... but if someone is detained in prison they are there for a reason, unless a miscarriage of justice
has a occurred, with that comes a curtailment of freedoms, but also the cost is already being borne by the tax payer, so any additional fees for the
registrar to attend should be born by the detainee.

Consultation Question 83:

(2) there should be no fee.

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Anything which encourages marriage, simply because it has been shown many times to be better for individuals and society as a whole is welcomed. 
Some of these proposals achieve that, but one or two seem to possibly aimed at hampering marriages in christian churches, by putting an expectation



that 'marriages' which go against strongly held beliefs should be allowed, and if they are not, then the church could risk losing the right to marry anyone.
This needs to be safe-guarded, as the does the solemnity and dignity of marriage in any circumstances..... lowering what it means will not help marriages
to survive if it is entered into lightly and without due thought, as the traditional marriage service points out.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I think the tax laws which in recent times have proved to be so anti-marriage have a far greater detrimental effect on the state of marriage. People can
choose whether to have a low or high cost wedding, and as I've said before, sometimes the most lavish have been for those who have been living as
married in all but name, I can only speculate on why the amount of money spent seems to be so much greater when the wedding day itself is not really
the start of something new.... ie living together and consummating the marriage. If these have already been done the maybe the day has to appear more
spectacular because it's not really about starting out together at all,

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Again, the cost of the necessary parts of a wedding are minimal compared with the spending of a lifetime together, encouraged by tax breaks which
encourage marriage, by tax breaks for having and caring for your own children...... think how much easier home education would have been in Covid if
women who wanted to be homemakers hadn't been forced out to work by our tax laws.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

I guess those in the business will answer this one best. Obviously being able to marry at home would be a potential saving for some with the room to do it
:-)

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

It seems there would be some encouragement to marriage which will always be a benefit, including those in the wedding industry... it has proved quite
difficult to find sizeable wedding venues in where we live, unless you're made of money..... but we were going for church weddings anyway, an
although the venues weren't very picturesque, that wasn't the most important part of the ceremony. Non-religious people who wanted a religious
wedding have felt differently though in my experience, venue was very important each time.

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No evidence except that mentioned in the case of a local authority strike, which affected the marrying couple more. I think the proposals may still require
more local authority registrars....

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No experience of this

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

similarly

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



I think after Covid is over there will be a booming wedding industry based on these proposals and there will be many who will take advantage of the
opportunity to make money, as always it will be up to the individul couple to set their budget and not be pressurised. I do feel there will be increased
costs to local government but it seems these will be recovered from those who benefit from the changes, and with the limits on it being costs-incurred,
sounds fair all round.
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:



Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This will encourage tourism and elopement to this country.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

three days;

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

I agree

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

I agree

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Whilst I agree I would suggest that having an back officiant locked in to an agreement prevents them from taking a definite booking. If no name is
mandatory this will allow for another licensed officiant to step in at short notice. The officiant should sign on the day and only those licensed be allowed
to formalised a weddingb

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes otherwise it is likely to be taken advantage of.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It is essential that these preliminaries regarding freedom to marriage take place to ensure protections remain. However this could be done by registrars
when notice of marriage is given as now.

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Independent civil celebrants do not have a governing body. I would suggest that ALL officiants are licensed through one organisation, ensuring a high
level of training and service.

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:



This again excludes independent celebrants who put the couples Faith's before their own. This continues to discriminate against couples of mixed Faith's
amd cultures.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I believe that one organisation should be responsible for all licensing of officiants ensuring a high level of training and consistency.

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Independent celebrants do not have one organisation. An overarching body should have sight to ensure fairness throughout.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

General Registration Office in the same way as licensing now. Optional but a nominal fee should be payable on application for a marriage to take place at
a non licensed venue like an alcohol license application for one off sales of alcohol (£50).

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No guarantee that the guardian is a parent. Is there a need for this at all?

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:



(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

The current situation has placed an incredible burden on registration offices who cant provide the service required due to staffing issues. Not only that
but the current laws do not allow for those of mixed religions, or cultures to celebrate their individuality. Several of my couples are mixed faith and we are
able to celebrate both with neither having to compromise their beliefs.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Enabling people to legally marry at home with an officiant of their choice will mean more can afford to without the expense of a venue. We will see more
small businesses supported, more people marry and the wedding industry will stand back up.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Currently couples have to spend over £100 in total extra on a basic ceremony prior to a celebrant led ceremony. They have to take time off work so it is
inconvenient and registrars offer very few slots often at 9.00am on a Wednesday. Streamlining the service will also enable savings to be made in councils
on staffing

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

Savings will be made by government offices and couples in both time and costs. Government offices will save in staffing and estates. Couples will save by
not having to pay twice. By licensing the person not the building couples will have choice to marry in the way they want.
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Married my wife legally in 1989

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Consultation Question 2:



Please share your views below:

No barriers encountered

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

My daughter was married in 2020 duting teh pandemnic. We were able to amke suitable arrangements but had to change them more than once.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I think it is good to be sure both participants of the marriage are certain they wish to marry and checks like this will help, I believe.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I agree

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

One month

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

I would be against interviews taking place remotely as it is a lot more difficult to determine the truth of what is being said.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

I agree with this to continue.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I would include on-line display as this seems a sensible option. Not all people use the internet, so other options should be included, including reading the
bans in church and written hard copy.

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I agree.

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I agree



Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I agree

Please share your views below:

The three provisions listed about are adequate.

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I disagree. The UK is one country, so banns published in one principality should be applicabale in other principalities of the UK

Consultation Question 14:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This appears to assume that war damage will not happen in the future, which is unknown (e.g. terrorism is a form of war).

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

This has been current practice for many years and I can see no reason for changing this.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

I agree with both proposals to ensure the marriage is genuine. mutual and not forced.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes, both of the couple need to sign separate declarations

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as at present.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I agree

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Many churches rely on civil registrars to register weddings, as they do not have their own authorised person. A large number of of places of worship do
not have an authorised person and brining in this rule would preclude a lot of religious venues from holding weddings. This would reduce people's choice
and risk some churches falling foul of the law.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I agree

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Proper training in weddings must be part of their overall training programme.

Consultation Question 23:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I would suggest the organisation needs to make it's own local arrangements rather than nominating centrally.

Consultation Question 24:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not sure

Please share your views below:

I propose that keeping the current rules would be much simpler i.e. either a secular or religious ceremony. The couple would be free to organise their
own celebration following the official legal marriage ceremony.

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See above

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

I think this definition is too subjective as public policy and morality can change. Those with unpopular but entirely legal views couold be excluded from
nominating officiants.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Yes, I am happy with both options.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Makes sense

Consultation Question 29:

No



Please expand on your answer:

Those currently officiating at weddings are highly trained who are likely to have strong beliefs in the importance of marriage. Opening the door to allow
anyone to officiate could reduce the value and seriousness of the marriage commitment.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I agree

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I agree

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I agree

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I would propose a standard level of fees set by the govrnment, to avoid possible profiteering.

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I agree

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I agree

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I agree - allowing officiants some leeway to permit the couple their own way of expressing their joint commitment

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I agree

Consultation Question 38:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

I agree but the 'fit & proper person standard' must be clearly defined in an unbiased way.

Consultation Question 39:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I would propose the organisation be initially responsible and the General Register Officer as a last resort.

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I agree, so long as they keep up to date with current legislation.

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I agree

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The marriage is founded on solemn promises made bewteen the two individuals. The prescribed words form an important part of the commitment made
to each other. If these were removed, the marriage looses much of its seriousness and meaning. The prescribed words are a small part of the ceremony
and the participants are free to choose the content of the rest of the ceremony. The prescribed wording should be retained.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The legal wedding ceremony needs to reflect the seriousness of the commitment the two parties are undertaking. The commitment made in marriage is a
key foundation to the stability of society and should therefore reflect the seriousness and permanence of the commitment.

Consultation Question 44:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I agree, so long as the key legal promises are included in the ceremony.

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Iagree

Please share your views below:

Prayer, religious music & songs.

Consultation Question 46:

No



Please expand on your answer:

I cannot see why this should be repealed. Sometimes, a civil ceremony with be conducted in advance of the religious wedding, when there are difficulties
making appropriate timely arrangements (e.g. at weekends or bank holidays)

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The 'open doors' show the marriage is part of society and would also help protect against forced marriage.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There must be a definition of a suitable venue. If not, the venue is only limited by the imagination of the participants and potentially degrades the
seriousness and value of marriage.

Please share your views below:

There should be limits defined by the government.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I believe the 'open doors' policy is right - for religious and non-religious ceremonies.

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

No

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I do not think religious organisations should be made to allow non-religious weddings on their premises. This could violate the religious organisation's
beliefs and remove freedom of choice from the religious organisation.

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The officiant must be happy to conduct the wedding in the proposed venue.

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I agree

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I agree. This gives a standard rather than an individual's feelings or opinion.

Consultation Question 53:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, this would simplify the process

Please share your views below:

Guidelines from government used by the local registrar of marriages

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I agree

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I agree

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I agree as an option

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I agree

No

Please expand on your answer:

I believe that points 2 & 3 need to be retained and would render the marriage void:
the marriage needs to be witnessed;
the schedule signed and
the marriage registered.
These ensure the marriage is correctly contracted and upholds the seriousness of the commitment. No half measures accepted.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I agree

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I agree



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I agree

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I agree

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I agree

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

None of which I am aware

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I agree. Preserves the solemnity and serous nature of marriage even in extreem circumstances

Consultation Question 64:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I see no need to abolish the Registrar General's licence

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I agree

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I agree

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I agree

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



I agree

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

So long as provisions are included to avoid one partner using such a law fraudulently

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I think this could diminishes the seriousness of marriage to a swimming party!

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I believe weddings already take place under such circumstances and see no reason to change it.

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

No view

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Suggest the name of the officiant should be stated

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I agree

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I agree

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I agree

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

No view on this.

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I agree

Chapter 12: Fees



Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I agree

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Agree to a compassionate approach in such cases

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I agree`

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Iagree

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I agree

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I agree

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I agree

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I agree

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Option 1

Consultation Question 84:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I agree

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

I do not believe the current law discourages couples from getting married. In my view, the issue is not the legal process but the lack of importance placed
on marriage and life-long commitment. There is a general feeling across the UK that marriage is not important and living together is now socially
acceptable.
I believe that marriage is one of the key building blocks for a stable and secure society. At present everyone seems to do what is right in their own eyes
and marriage is not held in hnour in a significant section of the UK population. The way to increase the number of people getting and staying married
would be to honour marriage and remind people they are making life-long vows in committing themselves to each other. A strong and secure road,
allowing children to grow in a secure & safe environment.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I do not believe the legal marriage costs are an issue. Expectations have increased over recent years, encouraging couples wishing to marry, to have
expensive and large weddings. I believe this is one of the reasons why people say they cannot afford a wedding.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

If a couple really want to get married, the current legislation would not put them off. The existing barriers would not deter a aouple who wish to marry
and helps weed out those who are marrying for the wrong reasons, or are being forced into marriage.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

All couples have to work with the system, even though that can be a bit difficult at times.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

No comments

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No comments

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No comments

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No comments

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No comments

Consultation Question 90:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No comments

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No comments

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

No comments



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUM4-M

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-04 19:05:46

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

three days;

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

I agree with above statement

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

I agree with above

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

No



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

I believe we should be able to get married anywhere within reason

Consultation Question 49:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Fee should be lower

Consultation Question 83:

(2) there should be no fee.

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUMP-G

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-04 19:08:49

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

 Catholic Church

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Everyone has postponed their weddings, waiting for things to improve.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Restricting it to one named person may be a bit too inflexible and not very practical. If someone were to suddenly discover that it wasn't possible to
preside due to a booking mistake and that the person was now double-booked, but only discovered at the last minute, it could create trouble for the
couple if the marriage couldn't go ahead by letting someone else take over.

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Leaving a couple to marry themselves on their own could lead to all sorts of difficulties!

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It makes sense for organisation religious and non-religious have the final say about who can or cannot officate at weddings, rather than having it taken
out of their control.

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Satanic organisations etc. should be excluded.

Consultation Question 27:



Please share your views below:

It would probably be quicker and easier. Or maybe they could say everyone except X and Y.

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It is a service to society, not a private business.

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, but this needs more specific definition. What one person defines as dignified and solemn may not hit the mark for someone else. There need to be
some objective standards, including the words used in the ceremony, otherwise the requirement becomes rather meaningless.

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Within certain limits. We don't want governmental overreach and micromanagment.

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

1a) Given that it is a public ceremony, an oral testimony should be required, unless, for example, disability prevented it. In which case, some other form of
public consent should be shown.
1b) What if there was no impediment at the time of the intial visit to the registry office, but an impediment developed later on, before the ceremony itself?
3) Sorry to tell you this, but marriage is more than just a legal ceremony! Marriage existed long before the state got involved. State involvement in this
country is a relatively recent phenomenon, although before there were strictly "state" registers, the CofE registers did the same job. But before the Middle
Ages, there were marriages taking place outside of church with no registration (which created all sorts of problems, no doubt). So marriage is more than
just signing a legal contract. It is a lot more than agreeing to a new broadband package, or agreeing to supply Joe Bloggs Supermarkets Ltd with apples for
the next two years.
4) Marriage is formed when the parties give their consent to the marriage. The legal registration afterwards is a legal recognition of what has already
taken place. Signing the register doesn't "marry" them, just the same as signing a birth certificate doesn't give birth to someone - it recognises that
someone has already been born. Ditto with a death certificate! A death certificate doesn't kill someone!

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There are certain objective standards required for a wedding. "Yeah whatever mate" is not sufficient to marry someone.

Consultation Question 44:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There is supposed to be a legal protection for religious bodies from being forced to perform "same-sex weddings". This would do away with that and
begin battles all over again.

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Why would you exclude it? It would make a point that it was non-religious, but could create upset for some couples who were told they couldn't have a
particular piece of music or a prayer because it was deemed "religious".

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:



No

Please expand on your answer:

This is still the practice in many other countries. It also means that if there are tensions between the two families on grounds of religion, it enables both
sides to "have their way" so to speak. Why would you stop it? And how long would the time limit be? If a couple have a civil wedding, but then want a
blessing later on, what would the time limit be? Could they never have a blessing after 25 yrs? 5 yrs? The first year of marriage? A civil wedding in
Berkshire and a blessing in Yorkshire with the other half of the family?

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A wedding is a public event, not a private party. And what if there was an impediment to the marriage and someone had been deliberately excluded from
the invitation list for that reason? Or if it was a forced marriage?

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There needs to be some dignity to it. "Anywhere" could include up a tree, anything. The imagination is the limit! Surely it makes sense to have registered
venues.

Please share your views below:

There is a question here of the dignity of marriage, and also the fact that it is a public act. Dare I say it, people need to be "sensible".

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a public act, and therefore it should be accessible to the public. As mentioned above, what if there were impediments to the marriage, and the
person(s) who knew about it had been excluded from the invitation list [an exotic example: the other spouse + family from an African tribal wedding]?

Consultation Question 50:

Other

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

"Other" to (1) and "yes" to (3) to prevent state interference into what takes place at religious venues - that should be the religious body's determination,
although with a non-religious venue, well, a registry office is a non-religious venue and the state should be able to decide what it does on it's own
territory!
"Yes" to (2) I suppose would provide a fair treatment of non-religious venues for the same reason as (1) and (3).

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It requires objective standards to avoid individuals deciding on all sorts of unsuitable locations that don't reflect the seriousness of marriage.

Consultation Question 52:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There need to be some external standards set. What is "safe and dignified" to one may be considered unsafe and/or undignified to another.



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If you make it optional, then it lacks any effectiveness. But if you make it compulsory, it's a load of extra work for places that have been conducting
weddings for maybe hundreds of years.

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

According to the Catholic understanding of marriage, if a marriage goes ahead without legal sanction, that doesn't stop it being a valid marriage. Whether
the state recognises it as such is another matter. If another, legal marriage, were to take place, attempting to marry a different person, the second
marriage would be invalid. (1) (2) and (3) could create quite a bit of a mess!
Removing (4) would be once again removing legal protections for religious bodies against performing same-sex weddings.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

(1) - The consent makes the marriage. The legal document merely records what has taken place, so it cannot make a marriage void.
(2) - Witnesses are a good thing, but they can be dispensed with if there is a very good reason.
(3) - Marriages should be registered, as marriage affects people's inheritance rights etc. Failure to complete the paperwork doesn't invalidate a marriage,
but we need to make sure it actually happens.

Consultation Question 58:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

1) Failure to give notice doesn't invalidate a marriage, neither does the legal status of the officiant, although these do create legal problems.
1) b. ii. We need to retain the protections for religious bodies, otherwise battles will re-commence. In the debates in 2013, someone said on a radio
debate that it felt like someone had deliberately crossed the road to pick a fight with him. Let sleeping dogs lie.
2) Consent makes marriage. You can't be married against your will.

Consultation Question 59:

Other



Please expand on your answer:

Generally speaking, when both 1 and 2 have happened, and with a requirement for consummation. Cohabitation after marriage may not have been
possible due to work e.g. in the navy, or being in prison, but as long as a couple underwent a recognised marriage ceremony and consummated it, then it
is valid. But of course there are cases of "sham marriage". Marriage validity can be complicated, but generally, presume valid unless proved otherwise.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Nullity depends on lack of consent, so there shouldn't be a time limit.

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, but the specifics might need more careful definition. Regarding the "effect of the ceremony", there is the fact that different religions will have
different understandings of what makes for a valid marriage ceremony, so it could be a difficult one. I have heard through the grapevine of communities
where marriages routinely happen without any legal recoginition, but they are recognised as valid by their community. We have to be careful what we do
and don't criminalise, and what we choose to gently regularise.

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Sometimes these things need to be arranged very quickly if someone is dying. Putting too many legal restrictions may create resentment if it prevented
an otherwise legitimate wedding from going ahead before someone died. But both parties do of course need to be of sound mind.

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Having weddings on-line may create difficulties of ensuring that people are who they claim to be, including, but not limited to, cases of identical twins.
Could one person claim to be someone else and result in somone being legally "married" who didn't consent and wasn't present at the ceremony?

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Other

Please expand on your answer:



I suppose fees make people take it seriously, but what about those who can't afford it? Would it (does it) prevent them getting married?

Consultation Question 78:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(2) there should be no fee.

Please expand on your answer:

Firstly compassionate grounds, and also it's one less thing to worry about when in hospital and perhaps the usual means to pay aren't easily accessible.

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Whilst we want to increase the number of couples marrying, we want them to consider marriage seriously, rather than trivially. Easy divorce devalues
marriage, but so does "easy" marriage where it is done so without proper thought and commitment. Some don't get married because they see marriage
as a "worthless piece of paper" (I've had that said to me). Making it "too easy" to get married won't help!

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

In the Catholic Church, marriage is free - any "fees" are more "recommended donations" rather than a case of "pay this, or you won't get married".
Add-ons (e.g. a church choir) can be charged for, but not actually getting married itself. I know of a parish that offered "free" weddings during a recent
recession, with the organist agreeing to play for free as well.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUM2-J

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-04 19:17:53

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

However, besides referring to the the dignity and solemnity of the officiant him/herself in conducting the marriage, some reference should be made to
the dignity and solemnity of the wording within the legal ceremony and of course to the marriage itself. No marriage is to be taken lightly. More clarity
should be given to the words 'dignity' and 'solemnity'.

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

In order for marriage to be taken seriously with dignity and solemnity, it surely requires both the people being married to be present. Many wedding
ceremonies are flexible and prescribed words, where both people consent to the lifelong commitment they are entering into, are kept to a minimum.
Nevertheless, the prescribed words are there rubber stamping not just their commitment but portraying dignity and solemnity with it.
Also, it makes the marriage legally binding and it can therefore be appreciated by society as such.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

once again, marriage should b e taken seriously and the ceremony conducted with due solemnity with reverence to the lifelong commitment the couple
are entering into.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Wedding declarations, however brief, should be open to the public should they wish to witness them, referring to 'open doors'. This is especially
important even now in our society where forced marriages are still conducted.
Marriage is not a private matter without any public significance.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Due to the solemnity of the occasion i.e. the marriage ceremony, they should take place in suitably appropriate, dignified places and not just anywhere.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I disagree as these terms are too vague. There needs to be more clarity on how they are defined and rigorous 'Risk Assessments' would have to be made.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUNH-9

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-04 19:18:51

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

We were married in a Catholic Church

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is a useful requirement to help in the need if person marrying is free legally to marry & for any objections to be raised by interested parties.

Consultation Question 5:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The present 7 days notice period should be retained, for reasons outlined in my previous answer.

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

See my previous answer to question 5

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

I feel the existing consultation methods should remain

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Should continue to be possible, as it is a useful way of helping to find out if the people involved a legally entitled to be married

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I agree, but also feel the existing Notice of Marriage should be retained

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

As long as the substitute officiant is legally qualified to carry out the ceremony

Consultation Question 13:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not sure how this change would help



Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Should also be shown on the internet

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

I agree with both of these requirements

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

I agree

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Agree with question 1 but not two

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Do not agree that any such organisations should be listed

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Only Clergymen or government officials should legally marry people

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

I agree

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Do not think non-belief organisations should be able to officiate at weddings

Consultation Question 28:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Only agree with question 1

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



this does not go far enough, Officiants should have a wider responsibility to ensure that the contents &tone of the legal ceremony upholds the dignity &
solemnity of marriage

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

it should not be possible for someoneto get married without being present at the
wedding ceremony.
Simply signing the marriage schedule is inadequate. This risks undermining the solemnity of the wedding ceremony & denying the seriousness of the
commitment being made.
Is it too much to ask that some specific phasses are used to show that both people freeely consent to the lifetime commitment they are entering into?

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This proposes that all weddings can take whatever form & ceremony the parties choose if an officiant agrees, this is so wrong!

Consultation Question 44:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The Open Doors requirement was introduced many years ago as a protection against forced marriages, however this is still a problem in our society

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is a joke, they certainly should be not be allowed to be held anywhere, show some respect for the seriousess of the wedding ceremony.

Please share your views below:

should only be allowed in official buildings for weddings to be entered into

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration



Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

No



Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(2) there should be no fee.

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

The current law Aquent



Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No opinion

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No opinion

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No opinion

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUHX-K

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-04 19:26:12

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

i Am Married in a proper religious ceremony recognised by the law

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not Applicable - i am married in a proper religious ceremony recognised by the law

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not Applicable

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not Applicable - see answers above

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Not Applicable - see responses above



Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Not Applicable - as above

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

agreed

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

agreed - it should continue

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

the practice of reading out marriage banns in churches has sadly ceased. It used to be a safeguard, and gave the public a right to be informed and a duty
to intervene if something were amiss.

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

the reasons given above should suffice. Another possible circumstance would be where there is a major falling out between the bridal couple and the
officiant.

Consultation Question 13:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

A church can be damaged by war damage, not "injured"! - Your English !

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Could be published online on a nationally recognised database

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

yes - to prevent fraud - many innocent individuals have become the victims of raud over the last 6 decades; and in some cases this cannot be avoided
because there is a prior agreement between both parties, generally over an exchange of money, that the marriage can be dissolved or divorce obtained
without the marraiage actually being consummated.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

yes

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Redraft / Change your proposal :-
Ordained Priests from all denominations of Christian Churches should be recognised as officiants by virtue of their office. This provision should also be
extended to Jewish priests, Muslim Imams, Hindu priests, Sikh priests, and Buddhist priests.

Consultation Question 23:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

non-descript bodies which have mushroomed as a response to the trend towards secularism but with no philosophical, ethical, theological training or
background,
pop-up show artistes,
satanic ritual and demon worship organisations, and the like

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

name some, give your rationale, and quote the existing evidence for this

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

you have not given any credible background evidence in your consultation document to support this hypothetical state of affairs

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

it should be OK

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

who has vouched for their trustworthiness and verified and validated their preparatory training and experience?....what system is their in place to
safeguard against fraud and deception...?...

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

No

Please expand on your answer:

condition 1 above is ludicrous - the age threshold should be raised to at least 30 years of age.

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

It depends on what you mean by upholding "the dignity and solemnity of marriage".
Your consultation document seems to suggest that ceremonies taking place “in the air” are within the framework and compatible with these tests,
thereby implying that these are easy standards to achieve.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

provided you are satisfied that there is a validated appraisal system in place

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

no, not at all, for various reasons - 
 
- your proposal would facilitate someone to get married without being present at the wedding ceremony. Simply signing the marriage schedule is 
inadequate. 
- individual couples would be free to churn out any rubbish they thought fit to utter, or could get away with saying nothing at all. There needs to be a 
public verbal assertion to legally make it a marriage ceremony. 
- what you are proposing could seriously undermine the solemnity of the wedding ceremony and deny the seriousness of the commitment being made. 
- after all, there is even now a good deal of flexibility in the wedding ceremony. The actual required words are few. The bridal couple are even now free to



add to them. 
- why should it be so hard for people, (who are professing to love and to commit their lives to each other, with free consent), to boldly say so publicly
using words in a prescribed specific manner - as the solemnity of the occasion demands? 
- it is not as if this is just a private little matter for the couple involved - there is a wider familial and societal impact too that needs to be taken into
account.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This should be within the prescribed norms of the major religions of the world which i have listed above already but shall repeat here for your benefit - all
Christian denominations, and adherents of the major world faiths - Judaism, Islam, Hinduism, Sikhism, Jainism, Buddhism.
This not a buffet from which couples can pick and choose at liberty what they like and discard what they do not like. There are solemn moral standards as
to what this public declaration about their life-long commitment is about.
This not a children's birthday party, and you as the law commission should not lower yourself to aid and abet such a view.

Consultation Question 44:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

please rephrase your language; avoid double negatives and stop equivocating -
State plainly forthrightly :- All religious faiths will have the freedom to define their specific requirements with no interference from any external body,
government or organisation.

Consultation Question 45:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

as long as they don't then claim afterwards that it has been a religious ceremony. It should be made clear to officiants and couples at the outset that this
is not a way to usurp or bypass the tenets of religious teaching and religious standards. Aping something just to feel good is not what this should be
about.

Please share your views below:

Of course not.
If couples want so very much to express their religious beliefs , then why don't they just be good religious people (of whatever religion) and have the
ceremony conducted within the framework of that faith?

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Utter state tyranny! - you, of all people, as the Law Commission, should not be advocating that sort of autocracy - is this becoming a police state?

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a public declaration of a couple's life long commitment to each other -
why do you want to take away that public and societal element of the marriage?
Why are you advocating some kind of furtive, secretive, behind-the-bike-shed approach to this most serious of commitments between a man and a
woman?
You seem to forget, or deliberately ignore, that this provision is a protective factor against forced marriages.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Would you advocate public toilets?
Come on you Law Commission people - get serious

outdoors,, on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

None of the above.
You are just pandering to a certain class of people who try to flaunt their views and lifestyles upon a whole world - simply because it is flashy, but
seemingly unaware, or impervious to the fact, that it is trashy.
If there are religious bodies that cannot conduct a ceremony because they do not have a building within which to conduct the ceremony , what stops
them from hiring a licenced marriage premises

Consultation Question 49:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

State ownership vs Private ownership
If these are state administered licenced marriage premises why would they not be accessible or regularly available?
If they fell within the domain of privately owned premises, yes that is a consideration to take into account.

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Religions should be kept free of state imposed tyranny.
1533 set a precedent but does not necessarily have to be repeated you know.

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes and No.
Yes, if wedding is within the framework of an internationally acknowledged and defined faith system m- i.e. the major world religions that i cited earlier
on.
Not otherwise - it should then be a consensus between the couple and the officiant

Consultation Question 52:

No

Please expand on your answer:

You have not made it clear how these how venues would be tested for “dignity” and “safety”.

No

Please expand on your answer:

You propose that there should be guidance from the General Register Office, but you have not defined the terms, nor have you proposed a system of
safeguards against hapless misinterpretation or deliberate violation.

Consultation Question 53:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

yes, maybe

Please share your views below:

you as the Commission should sit with the General Register Office and venue operators to work out a system - try it out, and iron out the wrinkles.



Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Be careful, - spell it out clearly - your consultation document just breezes past these matters airily without due thought to definitions and safeguards

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

If these are people with faith in a religious system, then it a matter for discussion with the faith leaders of the respective faiths.

If these are people who profess no faith, well, then it's really matter for themselves and their families.



Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

provided they are lucid enough to understand what they are entering upon

Consultation Question 64:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

OK - As long as such provision does not expand someday to invade the boundaries of religious faith arrangements.

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Danger of deliberate violations!! - you have not proposed sufficient safeguards in your consultation document

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

what is so difficult about getting a medical certificate of prognosis?
Why haven't you spoken to the medical royal colleges about this specific issue?

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Come on - be serious - this is not a cheap holiday - this is a sacred and solemn declaration of a couple's lifelong commitment to each other - it should not
be trivialised in the manner that you propose

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

as above

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

see response No 68 above

Consultation Question 71:

No



Please expand on your answer:

See response 68 above

Consultation Question 72:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See response 68 above

No

Please expand on your answer:

See response 68 above

Other

Please expand on your answer:

it is void even otherwise - going by what i have already responded to above - in 68

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Can we keep religous faiths outside of this please - at least Christian faiths?

Consultation Question 74:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See response 68 above

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

no comment

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

no comment

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

no comment

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

you have had my responses already in the other sections above, and should be by proper analysis be able to glean my response from those

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

it will become a money-making scheme for officiants, registration officers, and venue operators - but that's the way the cookie crumbles when you come
in with proposals like these.

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

no comment

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

no comment

Consultation Question 89:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

no comment

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

no comment

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

no comment - if you had done some proper advance research, you would not have volleyed all these questions above.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

see comment above

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

see comment in 90
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Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Not applicable

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Binding prenuptial agreements should be mandatory and negotiated between the parties. This would remove the current strong financial incentive of
divorce and thus save many marriages from temptation. Realistically there may still be a need for courts to alter these in some cases but this must be
limited to a predetermined percentage of the agreement.

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Divorced due to law not permitting my premarital assets to be protected by prenuptial agreement.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Apart from all the obvious reasons, how would this prevent fraudulent impersonation etc. etc?

In a multi-cultural society how do we protect people vulnerable to forced marriage etc?

Consultation Question 5:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Need a mandatory legally binding prenup first.

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

Why the rush?
Do you want to have Las Vegas style "Britney Spears " weddings where couples marry "for a laugh" and divorce the next morning?

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Unless in-person interviews are made mandatory for all cultures, allegations of discrimination will preclude in-person interviews in cultures where sham
or forced marriages are prevalent.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

In addition to notice in notice in England and Wales yes. Why not?

Consultation Question 9:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Who would look through the millions of on-line notices? They need to be displayed locally where the bride & groom are known.

Consultation Question 10:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

What schedule are you referring to?

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Don't see any ground of objection.

Consultation Question 12:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Reasons seem valid.

Please share your views below:

Circumstances need to be defined.

Consultation Question 13:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Banns should be published where bride & groom are most recently known and living?

Consultation Question 14:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not without more information than you have furnished.

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Why this limitation?

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

1 & 2 both seem good ideas.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Ye, definitely a good idea.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Cannot see any problem.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Do not wish to degrade church weddings to civil status.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Would downgrade the importance of the occasion.

Consultation Question 23:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not my concern.

Consultation Question 24:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not my concern.

Please share your views below:

Such organisations need to be defined for the avoidance of legal argument.

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Bodies need to be recognised by much larger number of members. Would people calling themselves Jedi be permitted to conduct weddings and would
this be desirable. Think carefully before messing with tradition.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

They should of course be excluded. Even if it means alas that I can't legally marry all my 27 wives.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

No opinion.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Good idea.

Consultation Question 29:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not for church or other religious weddings.

Consultation Question 30:

Other

Please expand on your answer:



Government and General Register Office need to have a supervisory and appeal role overseeing the said organisations.

Consultation Question 31:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The ability of an 18 year old is not in question but the gravitas of the role requires a more senior person especially if marrying a late middle age couple..

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

You've got something right. But how do you measure £ profits against £ beliefs? How do you enforce when they claim the expression of their beliefs is
worth £1m so they can charge £950k?

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Weddings are already a rip-off at an average of over £300 per guest.

Consultation Question 34:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

How can it be proven that a person has not been unofficially recommended or nominated?

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes but the suggestions in this consultation by their very nature undermine all of that.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Essential.

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Subject to them being fit and able.

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There should be limitations e.g. with due respect to McDonalds restaurants, such a venue should probably not be considered a fit place for a wedding or
should it?

Consultation Question 44:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No view.

Consultation Question 45:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Maybe.

Please share your views below:

No opinion.

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Why ban permit for a religious service? We should not do this.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Definitely not for church wedding ceremonies which must remain open to all.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Civil weddings should not take place in religious establishments.



in private homes.

Please share your views below:

Private homes can conceal forced marriages?

Consultation Question 49:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Facilitates concealment of forced marriages.

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

No

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The nature of religion is that God is everywhere so religious ceremonies can take place in his presence everywhere. However, a non-religious ceremony in
religious venues (God's church) would be strongly disrespectful to God and his followers who also fund the provision and maintenance of their churches.
Hence my answers which may otherwise seem biased and disrespectful to "non-religious believers" who in general do not fund the churches. Live and let
live

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not without more guidance on scope and nature of locations.

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Needs more thought.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:



Other

Please expand on your answer:

Will need more info when available.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Should have witnesses.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Seems odd so need more info.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Need more info.

Consultation Question 60:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Need more info

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

No opinion

Consultation Question 63:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

need more info

Consultation Question 64:



No

Please expand on your answer:

need more info

Consultation Question 65:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No opinion

Consultation Question 66:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

no opinion

Consultation Question 67:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

need more info

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Need more info

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Need more info

Consultation Question 68:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No opinion

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

No opinion

Consultation Question 71:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

no info

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:



(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Or no fee depending on particulars of each case

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

1. The current financially rewarding "divorce on demand" discourages the mature selfless service and commitment to one's family needed to promote the
long term stability crucial to the health, wellbeing and prosperity of the parents and children alike, instead encouraging instability and financially
rewarding selfishness. A huge mistake.

The law must change to ensure a partner divorcing their spouse must also divorce the spouse's pre-marital wealth. It is essential that any on-demand no
fault divorce system must be accompanied by a mandatory prenuptial agreement to ensure this.

When I married in 1983 my considerable pre-marital wealth including house was not in danger because I knew I was not going to commit any of the 5
grounds of divorce. Then on-demand no fault divorce was introduced whereby a wife could divorce her husband on demand without also divorcing his
premarital wealth! In common with many I was thus left penniless, homeless and without my family. The collateral psychological, emotional and financial
damage the greedy spouse inflicts on the wider family is unacceptable and discourages marriage.

2. These trivial proposals fail to understand or address the commonly missing mature selfless service and commitment essential to the longevity of
marriage. Any increase in "legal" marriage meanwhile is likely to be outstripped by the increased divorces - at least until binding mandatory prenups are
introduced.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

My Q85 comments explain why you are concentrating on the wrong issues.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

irrelevant trivia.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

irrelevant trivia

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

How is this important?

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

You should be concentrating on why people do not stay married.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

See above

Consultation Question 89:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I cannot imagine any issue less important

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

None

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No view

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No view

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

No view
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I am in a marriage that is recognised by the law.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

I was able to be married in the church of my choice in a religious ceremony in 2002, but for reasons I have not fully understood, the church I currently
attend (which is a similar type of church), the registrars who attend refuse to allow us to sing hymns or make any reference to God during the marriage
ceremony because the building is not licensed. The problem is that in licensing the building we would then be opening ourselves up to having gay
weddings which would be against our religious convictions. I think this is the core issue to us licensing our building. But it is bizarre that a Christian
wedding in a church cannot mention God during the vows which are taken in God's presence!

Consultation Question 3:



Please share your views below:

I was catering for a 15-person wedding in October and saw the distress of a grandmother who had bravely told her family not to think about her when
choosing the 13 people they could have at the wedding. She came and helped with flowers and the dress, and then went off to a coffee shop on her own
for the ceremony and the meal. She had tears in her eyes when she came back to glimpse the couple and have a photo with them outside the church
building. Heart-breaking. We are allowed as many people as we can safely fit in the building for corporate worship. Restrictions should be focused on size
of the church building and on the reception, but not on the ceremony itself - we could get 60 people in for a safe Covid-secure service.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

There must be a good reason for this clause? My husband is Indian and moved here from the , and he had to be here 6 weeks before for registration
purposes for the wedding. He did it because that was the law. It didn't hurt him or me (I was in  at the time!) and it was good - he got to know my
parents much better. It's not a big deal and if you love someone enough you can make this work.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

That sounds reasonable as long as the later date is before the wedding!

Consultation Question 6:

three days;

Please expand on your answer:

I don't think the time period matters for most couples. However, I know we were grilled in case we were a sham marriage, as I was marrying an Indian
national, and it was a bit of a pain but we understood why. I would rather more restrictions were in place to prevent sham marriages but am not sure this
would be one of them.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Great idea! Especially in these days when we are all online more. That would have worked well for my husband when he was living in the 

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

In our situation yes, although my husband was a Commonwealth citizen living in the . But I can see that anyone wanting a sham marriage for a visa
could do this. Not sure how you would protect the sanctity of marriage here?

Consultation Question 9:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Really hard to know if there is a risk of harm or not?

But it's good to be public.

Consultation Question 10:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I am not sure why this is necessary?

Consultation Question 11:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Only if the couple want a substitute officiant! But it should be someone who is trained.

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not sure why banns should no longer authorise Anglican weddings across the borders in the UK? Surely the Anglican church is one church and banns
could be read anywhere that would authorise a wedding in another part of the UK?

Consultation Question 14:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Maybe alter it to 'if a church is damaged beyond use by an incident of some kind'? It could still happen...

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

I think they should be published in the church where the wedding is to take place but could also be published elsewhere.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

I think clergy should do both these things. I think marriage is too important and have seen people getting married without really thinking it through.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Good idea - when a couple is together, if one is being coerced, they would not be free to say in front of their partner.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Anglican preliminaries should suffice.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

We have had problems with registration officers at our church weddings. It would be wonderful to have our own registrars who understand the solemnity
and the worship aspect of marrying in God's presence.



Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

That would work wonderfully for us.

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I would prefer a religious aspect to all weddings but I recognise that not everyone wants that.

Please share your views below:

I would be concerned that for example (an extreme example!) in the future you could get a bestiality organisation that would conduct weddings between
people and animals. if the law doesn't prevent bestiality, this should still be prohibited. There are cases now of people getting married to themselves or to
an object. This is not marriage and so organisations which promote these kinds of things should not be able to officiate at weddings.

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Yes and no. Yes - as in my response in #24 regarding bestiality, objectophilia and paedophilia etc, but no for those of us who still believe in traditional
marriage between a man and a woman. I can see this morphing into our church and those like us being seen as 'immoral' and 'unlawful' if we are
uncomfortable about homosexual marriages and don't allow them on our premises. There should be a safeguard for churches/synagogues/mosques that
do not endorse practising homosexuality.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

I think that would work well for us if there are safeguards - eg training in place and a sense that this is a State duty not just a religious duty.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

As long as they have received some training and are clear about their motives.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

As long as people from our church are considered 'fit and proper' to be officiants at our church whilst holding beliefs about traditional marriage between
and man and a woman.

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Money... icky! This shouldn't become a business but a simple act of service to the community. There should be a recommended charge and a maximum
charge if a charge is needed.

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is super important. But perhaps therefore this should be expanded to ensure that officiants have a responsibility to uphold the dignity and solemnity
of the wedding ceremony itself? Not sure if this is quantifiable but there should be something to make sure the ceremony is a suitably dignified and
sacred occasion.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes - this needs to happen in the case of improper conduct etc, but there should be a safeguard for those who have personal religious beliefs on the
sanctity of marriage such as marriage being between a man and a woman.

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Only if officiants and churches/synagogues/mosques are allowed to keep within a traditional understanding of marriage and that gay couples can apply
elsewhere to get married. This is crucial to the ability we have as a church to conduct marriages within our faith. I have gay friends and family and get on
well with them so this is not 'anti-gay' but rather we should not be forced to promote and endorse something we do not believe in.



Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The marriage should be formed at the point of consent, but this consent needs to be verbal (or gestural in the case of sign language - but that is still
'verbal') and the consent needs to be public in the hearing of witnesses.
There should also be specific wording to ensure that marriage is still marriage - otherwise it could be a business contract or even a suggestion! There is
plenty of flexibility in the ceremony for people to add their own words, but having to say certain words gives the ceremony more legal weight and a sense
of solemnity which, if not included, would add to a sense of marriage being disposable.

Consultation Question 43:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes and no - for example, weddings should be able to take place outdoors or in a home, but on the other hand weddings should still have a sense of
dignity and solemnity. Otherwise weddings could become bizarrely-themed reenactment parties or empty ceremonies with nothing of substance, and
those getting married would not be aware of the seriousness of their vows and their commitment to each other.

Consultation Question 44:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Why stop at Anglican, Jewish or Quaker weddings? This seems like a very selective and illogical group of religious organisations!
However, I still think that there should be some rules about the ceremony (eg the vows) that apply to everyone.

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Definitely - we have seen too many civil weddings where the couple would have liked a prayer or a hymn... This would be great.

Please share your views below:

Prayers, songs, scripture readings, blessings, even short sermons. And vows before God.

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There should be the possibility of having a religious service after a civil wedding ceremony (like in France) for those who wish to do it this way or for those
who are still not allowed to have a religious ceremony of their choice.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:



This requirement was brought in to stop forced weddings. It is still an issue today... so as bizarre as it would seem for most people, weddings do need to
be public. Also, knowing that they are public means that there is a sense of public duty and that this is a public act of marriage.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Anywhere is a bit broad! I would think this needs to be narrowed a bit... Weddings are not meant to be crazy stunts (which can be done afterwards) but a
solemn exchange of vows.

outdoors,, on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

Wedding ceremonies should be solemn and dignified and this should be the basis for choosing a place to get married in. Outdoors or in a private home
or on a boat could be very meaningful and should be allowed, but there needs to be an understanding that this is not a show or a movie stunt.

Also, maybe the definition needs to be narrowed. In the air might mean on a plane or literally during a parachute drop! A ceremony needs to be public,
and solemn, and not a stunt. Stunts can be celebrated afterwards.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The need to be public remains - both for a sense of civic duty and that marriage contributes to the social health of the nation, and also as a safeguard
against forced marriages.

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

No

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Most religious venues are sacred to those beliefs and so having a wedding contrary to those beliefs would be wrong to those who worship there. The only
case where this would be ok was if the individual place of worship was ok with it.

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As long as they don't cave in to pressure and can resort to higher authorities to back them up if they are not comfortable with a location.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Don't know.



Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not enough people know Welsh so these should be bilingual. The documents are used for ID.

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Witnesses are important, and a signature is important.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As long as it was clearly explained to the couple beforehand and that celebrants/officiants helped the couple with paperwork and reminders for couples
for whom English is not their first language and for couples who are not sufficiently literate.

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Some are not able to live together immediately but will do eventually.
The only problem though would be if the marriage was a sham. But in that case you would not want to force the couple to live together!

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Is it just the three-year limit being abolished or is it the ability to petition for nullity on the basis of lack of consent being abolished?

There should be a safeguard for anyone who was forced into a marriage to say that the marriage should be annulled, but on the other hand neither
should someone come forward 20 years later just because they are fed up and try and say that they did not consent. If they are unable to divorce for
cultural reasons and the marriage was a forced marriage in the first place, then maybe the time-limit should be removed.



Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

No - they should be allowed.

Consultation Question 63:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

My only concern would be if the person who is terminally ill is about to die...

Consultation Question 64:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I don't know what the difference would be or why this is important?

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

The couple really should be there in person... Maybe others could be online, but these two people are promising to love each other and be with each
other. Being there in person is much more powerful and if they got married online they could feel that they weren't properly married.

Is there some way that this could be the thin end of the wedge and couples end up being able to get married online?

Other

Please expand on your answer:

As long as the couple get married in person.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

As long as the place and the ceremony are dignified and solemn and not a stunt.

Consultation Question 69:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

As long as it is public, dignified and solemn, in the light of a wedding being a ceremony of sacred vows.

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

They need a recognised officiant and it is not too much to ask for one in advance.

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Not that I know of!

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

No

Please expand on your answer:

People who are housebound or detained don't generally have extra cash floating about... There should be compassionate grounds for a low-level fee.

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

People who are terminally ill could quite possibly be strapped for cash.

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I think it should be a flat fee with compassionate grounds for those who can't afford it?

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Should be reduced if need be.

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

I think people's expectations of lavish wedding ceremonies are the biggest inhibitor in people I work amongst. I wish people would realise that it is the
ceremony itself and not the reception that is the actual wedding. And that ceremonies can be simple and still enjoyable.

The laws don't discourage marriage so I don't think the current law discourages people unless it is in the case of access for terminally ill people,
housebound people or people in prison etc.

The current law just makes it trickier for people eg in our church to get married in our church, but it doesn't stop them from getting married there. They
just have to work harder to do it.

In fact, a certain amount of difficulty isn't a bad thing. People need ot take stock and count the cost of getting married - not financial so much as personal,
what it entails, and what they are committing to. This is important.

If the Government is wanting to incentivise people to get married, then bringing back tax breaks and making if more financially viable to live in one home
than in two (for those on benefits) would help.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

We do not charge for weddings in our church - the minister and the building and our services that we provide (eg even flowers and catering if the couple
can't afford it) are free. I find it abhorrent that church ministers charge to conduct weddings.

I think costs should be borne by the religious body or the state.



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Weddings should not primarily be a business construct. This should not be a profit-making industry where prices soar out of reach of people and create a
belief that weddings have to be lavish with all teh trimmings. THE COST AND THE APPEARANCE OF GLAMOROUS WEDDINGS IS WHAT PUTS PEOPLE OFF
FROM GETTING MARRIED. because they think they can't pay for that or they need to save up. We knew a couple who waited years and years to get
married because they wanted the all-singing all-dancing wedding complete with a honeymoon to the Bahamas. This is not marriage. Please please please
don't encourage the business side of things!!!!

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

My husband travelled from  to marry me and we went by the law and did out duty and it was fine. It really wasn't that onerous. And it meant we
knew the Government took our marriage seriously.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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They should be issued in the parishes of both parties
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Please share your views below:

Yes
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I agree
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Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A religious service SHOULD be allowed after a civil wedding ceremony. What is the problem with that? A couple might be required to have a civil
ceremony but still have a religious service.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It would stop anyone objecting to the marriage.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Marriage is a solemn occasion and should not be belittled by being held in ridiculous places.

Please share your views below:

Weddings should not be held in places such as sky-diving or under water as I have seen before.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It could lead to all sorts of inappropriate marriages.

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Non religious belief weddings should take place in public places not in churches.
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Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

The head of the Register Office Organisation should be responsible and should oversee any such venues.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Points 2 and 3 should be kept.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Cohabiting should not mean that they are married in the eyes of the law.

Consultation Question 60:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It's possible a person might not have been able to petition for nullity within that time.

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

I see no problems with those scenarios.

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Only if the process could be done quickly.

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Passenger ships

Consultation Question 71:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

There could well be a demand for these.

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees



Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(2) there should be no fee.

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Unable to provide evidence

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Unable to provide evidence

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Unable to provide evidence

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Unable to provide evidence

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

The venues should be appropriate for marriages and not just anywhere.

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Unable to provide evidence

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Unable to provide evidence

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Unable to provide evidence

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Unable to provide evidence

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Unable to provide evidence

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Unable to provide evidence

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

Unable to provide evidence



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUMF-6

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-04 19:59:13

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

There were no legal barriers preventing me from having a meaningful wedding for me and my partner.

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I submit that this requirement is not unduly restrictive or arduous when undertaking a course of action as life-changing as a wedding.

Consultation Question 5:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I submit that the notice period be started by giving notice by post, or online, or in person at the registration district in England or Wales that the person
has resided in for at least seven days to the date that the notice period commences.

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

A minimum of 28 days as at present, except for specific medical reasons such as a severe medical condition likely to cause the death of one of the
wedding couple within 28 days.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

I disagree; the interview should always be face to face. This is a far more reliable method of determining a "sham" or "forced" marriage, or indeed a
marriage where one of the participants may not be mentally fir to give their consent to being married. This is to safeguard the most vulnerable in our
society and this requirement must not be watered down in any way.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

This should not be permitted.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

In addition to a notice published and advertised at the location at which the wedding is to take place for a period of not less than 28 days in advance of
the wedding ceremony.

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

In response to part (2) - "... to be issued with more than 28 days notice of the date of the wedding ceremony".

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

A substitute officiant should be able to act only in circumstances outlined in question 12 above.



Consultation Question 13:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

In addition the wedding banns should be published at the registration office(s) determined by the residency of the individuals to be married.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Part (1) - yes;
Part (2) - yes.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

I agree with the statement in question 17.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This responsibility should lie with the General Register Office.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I strongly disagree. The current arrangements and obligations of the parties should continue without alteration.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I strongly disagree. To allow "any or no" ceremony, one which does not contain the core values or ingredients of the present wedding service, will not be a
valid wedding and should not be recognised as such. Couples who do not wish to partake in a wedding ceremony as defined in current legislation have
the choice not to do so and thus not get married.

Consultation Question 44:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The current legal situation regarding the form of Anglican, Jewish and Quaker weddings should continue as now.

Consultation Question 45:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Should a wedding couple wish to have a religious ceremony, or a ceremony containing religious content, they should either get married in a church or
religious building relating to said religion, or be content with a civil ceremony.

Please share your views below:



Religious content pertaining to a wedding should remain within the confines of a religious building.

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Simple - one OR the other. The couple can make a choice.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I strongly disagree - all wedding services should be available for public access. Why not?

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

The law should limit weddings to venues currently permitted in law with the exception of the permitting an outdoor wedding ceremony in an location
within the boundary of a church or other religious building or within the boundary of a registry office.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration



Consultation Question 54:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

No

Please expand on your answer:

In England : English only; in Wales : Welsh only or English and Welsh.

Consultation Question 56:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

No

Please expand on your answer:

For a couple to participate in a wedding ceremony and then not cohabit should make the wedding void.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

No weddings on other vessels.

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:



Please share your views below:

Whether or not a demand exist there should not be wedding ceremonies conducted in international waters.

Consultation Question 74:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

(1) - not in the slightest.
(2) - this should not be the object of the reforms proposed.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

At present weddings do not have to be expensive.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Currently whether or not to marry is not dependent upon the cost.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUMY-S

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-04 20:03:23

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This chapter is headed 'Officiants', so is your proposal about the conduct of just the Officiant? Surely it should include the whole ceremony, words, tone
and behaviour of the participants and guests.
Is there a clear definition of 'dignity' and 'solemnity'?



Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It should not be possible to get married simply by signing a paper. They must be present and showing their consent in some additional way.
Prescribed words should be included.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A wedding is a serious commitment and the form of ceremony should reflect that. So the wedding couple should choose from a choice of approved
forms, not a free for all.
A wedding is a public declaration in which society and the state have an interest.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The 'open doors' shows the public nature of the declarations.
The 'open doors' provision was intended to deter forced marriages and these are still a problem in society.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Venues should be appropriate to hold such a significant ceremony while still being 'open doors' compliant.

outdoors,

Please share your views below:

Venues should be appropriate to hold such a significant ceremony while still being 'open doors' compliant.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The should be 'open doors' to deter forced civil marriage.

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The venue should be licensed for the purpose.

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, but the terms 'safe' and 'dignified' need to be defined, together with stringent tests required to demonstrate compliance.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUMQ-H

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-04 20:06:11

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

What is the point of this proposal, I wonder? At present registration officers perform a service which is absolutely necessary in churches that do not have
an authorised person to register the wedding - this may be because there is an interregnum, or for a number of other reasons. Therefore please do not
pursue this proposal.

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Suggest putting a full stop after the word 'unlawful' and deleting the following seven words. These seven words are dangerously imprecise; things that are
considered 'contrary to public policy or morality' at one time may be considered acceptable later on, and vice versa.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I hope Government will not enable this. Independent officiants operate already, conducting weddings that are not legally binding; they are unlikely to
uphold the standard of dignity that a marriage ceremony should have. Officiating at a wedding that is legally binding should be done only by an
authorised person in a place of worship or by a trained registrar, persons who will have a proper respect for the significance of the marriage
commitment.

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Since a wedding is a significant public event, affecting the community and society generally, it must always contain the declarations - that the parties are
willing to be married to each other, and that there is no impediment to their doing so - and these declarations must be made orally, for anyone to hear.

What is proposed in this Question would undermine the seriousness of the marriage commitment, and would make the ceremony more of a private
affair.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This proposal sounds attractive, but I believe it would be a great mistake. We know that non-legally binding weddings have been conducted is
circumstances that detract from the dignity of the occasion, and the seriousness of the marriage commitment. To allow such freedom for weddings that
are legally binding would tend to trivialise the marriage commitment.

Consultation Question 44:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is a very dangerous proposal, which should be abandoned. It presupposes that a wedding is a private affair, when in fact it is significant for the whole
community. At present it is possible for a member of the public to arrive at a wedding and declare that there is indeed an impediment - one of the parties
may already be married, for example.

With this proposal there is the very real danger of marriage being forced on one of the parties. This is something that a civilized society must condemn.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This proposal, which may seem reasonable and useful, could well lead to weddings being conducted in circumstances that are highly undignified. The
officiant may try in vain to persuade a couple that what they desire is undignified - this proposal would give the couple 'carte blanche', with the result that
the seriousness of their marriage commitment is undermined by the lack of dignity. The existing law concerning buildings registered for weddings should
be retained.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Please see my answer to Question 47. This is a dangerous proposal.

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

But there is too much scope, here, for subjectivity. Independent officiants, in particular, may be so flexible, desiring to fulfil the wishes of the couple, that
the wedding location is not dignified, and as a result the solemn importance of marriage is undermined.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:





Please share your views below:

not applicable.

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Not applicable.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It gives time for couples to get to know the area and relax.

Consultation Question 5:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Couples may not be comfortable with this.

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

The couple should know by then if they are meant for each other.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

I would think remotely under these circumstances . One wonders if the couples should be getting married at all, also there could be some risk to the
person interviewing them.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

If people truly love one another I don't see why not.

Consultation Question 9:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Why make it so widespread only the couples families and/or friends need to know.

Consultation Question 10:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Why not make it a shorter time say 6 or even 3 months that is enough time for everyone who needs to know, to know.

Consultation Question 11:

No

Please expand on your answer:



This proposal could penalise certain Churches who do conduct weddings at the moment, but do not have an authorised person under these proposals
and therefore cannot unless they can get one.

Consultation Question 12:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As before some Churches may be ham-strung because they might have to get someone who is miles away, whereas they could marry someone before
and the couple could later go to a Registration office to get it registrated.

Please share your views below:

See answer to last question.

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The Churches in the British Isles do not need to be separated therefore where ever banns are given they can apply to any where in the British Isles.

Consultation Question 14:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Only if the war damage is too dangerous.

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

No it's good news they should be allowed to be read out wherever.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

I think why not meet with the couple before he banns are published and surely the documentary evidence is in the signitures on the marriage certificates
afterwards.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Why shouldn't they meet together to make the declarations?

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Anglican why make a mountain out of a molehill let the Anglican preliminairies stay as they are.

Many Churches have the Registrars come in and either attend if they want or come at the end to register.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not all Churches have Registrars to hand, but can conduct weddings, however is it not the case that the Bride and Groom can afterwards attend a
Registrar,s office to be registered after first attending their marriage service at the Church.



Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

In Churches it is normally of course that the vicar or minister officiates at the marriage ceremony.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There needs to be a registration officer present to make the marriage legal.

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Surely they are already?

Consultation Question 23:

No

Please expand on your answer:

R (Hodkin) v Registrar General of Births, Deaths and Marriages [2013]R (Hodkin) v Registrar General of Births, Deaths and Marriages [2013].
If people want a wedding that doesn't exalt God thats their choice, but for those of us who do acknowledge God as Lord it is totally unacceptable.

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I personally do not agree, because we regard the Lord God Almighty as the Maker of the universe, the Maker of man, and the Author of marriage itself.
He is unique He is the One who instituted marriage.(I'm just quoting from Genesis 2 verse 24.).

Please share your views below:

I think:---- secular humanism,and others who work on the same criteria.

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ you can only conduct a marriage according to your beliefs. It's like refining gold we believe the idea is to make gold
pure by taking out anything which is not gold. That is the only way to have a good, strong marriage. In other words believe marriage is God's design for
man and woman.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

"Contrary to public policy or morality", is too subjective an assessment. It would risk those with unpopular but entirely legal views being excluded from
nominating officiants.
The objective is to include those whose purposes are to promote illegal activities such as terrorism, attempting to keep overthrow democracy, and to
increase lawlessness.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There is a question about independant officials as in their office certain issues could be raised that are more their own personal feelings than of particular
benefit to the wedding ceremony. Also in their eyes marriage may be of a much less valued institution.

With independent officiants (or celebrants) they can carry out non legally binding weddings that can include ceremonies performed underwater, in a
sadomasochism dungeon, etc.,. One couple dressed up as hedgehogs!
Sadly allowing independent officiants could well undermine the dignity of marriage.

A recent study found that most independent celebrants gave couples very little restriction in what they could include in their ceremony really demeaning
the marriage institution.

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Friends who are practising Christians (and therefore not living together before their marriage) have found it intensely frustrating not being able to marry 
on the date they had arranged, when no weddings were permitted. 
 
Even when marriages are permitted, the restrictions on numbers and the prohibition of singing mean that the occasion is nothing like the joyful



celebration it should have been.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The requirement to give notice is part of making sure the couple understand the importance of the step they intend to take.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I have answered "yes"; but on the basis that the in-person interview would be held on a day BEFORE the actual wedding ceremony.

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

The present pandemic demonstrates the value of having an on-line way of doing things; but, for a step as important as marriage, in-person interviews
should be the normal rule - and remote interviews should be permitted only on exceptional grounds.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

If the marriage is to take place within England & Wales, notice should always be given within England & Wales, even if also given elsewhere.

Consultation Question 9:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

The test "a risk of harm" is insufficient; the requirement should be for something truly exceptional. The fact that one of the parties is a public figure with a
social media following - and might get "trolled" - is far below the measure that should be required. Something akin to documented evidence of threats to
life, coupled with the party or parties requiring police protection, is the level of risk which should permit dispensation from the publicity requirement.

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

It is an important part of the pastoral role of the church for the congregation to know of parishioners who are about to marry, so the requirement for
publication in the church of residence should be retained.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

An organisation which promotes purposes that are unlawful should not be able to nominate officiants; but, if "public policy" means what the Government
of the day thinks is a good idea, the promotion of purposes contrary to that should not, on its own, be sufficient to prevent the organisation from
nominating officiants. The Church of England has frequently (if not frequently enough!) promoted purposes contrary to the Government's wishes.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

The nomination should be of named individuals, so that their bona fides may be readily checked.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Provided such officiants are suitably trained and monitored to ensure they are upholding the seriousness of marriage, I would be content with this.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This requirement is welcome; but more is needed. It should be the specific responsibility of the officiant to ensure that the whole of the ceremony reflects
the dignity and solemnity of marriage, including (for example) in any elements of the ceremony not specifically prescribed by law.

It would be helpful to have Gov't guidance issued on this aspect - subject to the approval of Parliament.

Consultation Question 36:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

1. The ceremony should include consent to be married - which should be expressed orally by each party (unless a party is, for genuine medical reasons,
unable to speak). The words to be used should be prescribed by law, so that there is certainty that a legal marriage is being formed. That does not
prevent the parties from including all sorts of other material in the ceremony (as, for example, many couples choose readings, hymns or other music to
"personalise" their special day).
2. It should be the responsibility of the GRO to ensure that the wording to be used does include the prescribed wording, when assessing the details
submitted.
3. The schedule (or marriage document) should record that both parties have during the ceremony expressed consent (in the legally-prescribed wording)
to be married to the other. Simply to sign afterwards would leave open the possibility that one or both parties are not actually present during the
ceremony.
4. Agreed - provided of course that my point 1 is observed.

Consultation Question 43:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

The officiant's responsibility, in considering the parties' proposals, should include ensuring that ceremony properly the seriousness of the commitments
being undertaken in marriage. Failure to do this should lead to revocation of the officiant's authorisation Subject to that and to my answers to question
42, yes.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

No



Please expand on your answer:

The parties must decide whether they want a religious service or a non-religious one (which might be purely civil or conducted according to some
non-religious belief system). If they can't agree on which they want, they clearly shouldn't be getting married at all.

Please share your views below:

As above, no religious content should be allowed at civil weddings.

Consultation Question 46:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is important to the nature of marriage, as a public union of the couple concerned - with legal consequences for them and others - that it should be
conducted in public; and that there should be no impediment on public access, even if the venue is one to which (at other times) access is permitted only
on payment.

Failure to ensure the public accessibility of the ceremony will also facilitate forced marriages, as it would be that much easier for the event to be hidden
from public scrutiny. Indeed, the requirement for open doors was (I gather) introduced specifically to combat forced marriages.

So, to be fair to all, the law should be changed by making all weddings publicly accessible rather than none. The only exceptions should be for situations
such as deathbed weddings in hospital or a private home, where the officiant (after consulting appropriate authorities) is satisfied that the publicity
requirement would be an excessive burden.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As advised in response to a previous question, it is important that weddings should be in a publicly-accessible venue. This helps to emphasise the
seriousness of the commitments being undertaken; it also helps to protect against forced marriages.

Please share your views below:

None of the proposed venues would convey any sense of the dignity of marriage; for that reason, none of them should be permitted.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

My previous answers re public accessibility apply here. Venues which are not regularly available for solemnization of marriages are unlikely to sustain the
dignity of marriage.

Consultation Question 50:

Other

Other

Other

Please expand on your answer:

If the wedding venue meets the tests I have identified in previous answers; and (importantly) if the person responsible for those premises is content,
there seems no reason to control what sort of wedding (religious/civil/non-religious belief) takes place there. But it is very important that no-one should
have the right (for example) to have a non-religious or civil wedding in a church, if the church authorities object to that.

Consultation Question 51:



No

Please expand on your answer:

This is clearly a matter which ought to be in the remit of the registration service.

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The consultation paper seems to give little idea how a venue would be tested for safety and dignity. This needs to be spelt out with care and precision.

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

And see my answer to question 51.

Please share your views below:

The registration service, under the guidance of the General Register Office.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It is slightly concerning that the consultation suggests that the date and location of the wedding are optional items of information. It should be clear that
the document is not valid as proof of the marriage unless these details are included.

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This would help to ensure that the marriage law can be effectively enforced.

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Provisionally yes - but the history of government computer system procurement does not suggest that this will be feasible in the foreseeable future.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Clearly, the conduct of such an interview should be a matter of the highest priority for the registration officer.

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

It is sensible that the schedule have a limited validity; I doubt that anything longer than one month is needed in practice, for this situation.

Consultation Question 66:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Three months should be adequate.

Consultation Question 67:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

1 & 2 - no objection.
3 & 4 would strike at the essence of a marriage, which is the coming-together of the couple. It is essential that the officiant, the couple and the witnesses
all be present in the same location at the same time; it is then no problem for each of them to sign the same copy of the schedule.

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It would be difficult or impossible to secure public access.

Consultation Question 69:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I understand that this is already the case, under English law.

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

I understand that this is already the case, under English law.

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:



The fee for a person with disabilities and/or grave illness who cannot travel to give notice should be the same as that payable by an able-bodied person
giving notice at the registration office. Anything else would be an improper form of discrimination.

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, except for weddings covered by Q 76, for which the fee should be the same as for the civil wedding in the register office.

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Where a person is detained, yes; where a person is housebound, see answer to question 80.

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

If the terminally-ill party is still able to travel, there is no reason to allow any concessions. If the party is housebound, my answer to question 80 applies.

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

na/

Other

Please expand on your answer:

n/a

Other

Please expand on your answer:

n/a

Other

Please expand on your answer:

n/a



Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

n/a

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Registration services have adapted well to Government restrictions. They have been flexible, adjusted the required processes and assisted all our
customers to enable a suitable, respectful marriage/CP service.

However, we take this opportunity to highlight the difficulties that were encountered.
Information received from Government was late and guidance not sufficient to aid in timely planning of a registration response.
The public appeared to be under the impression that as local government we were already aware of the planned restrictions. This made conversations
with thousands of couples who had ceremonies planned extremely difficult. Whilst we appreciate that we are in unprecedented times, the lack of useful
information resulted in frustrations.
Thousands of ceremonies have been moved, cancelled or rescheduled a number of times. This will have been distressing for the couples and time
consuming for the Local Registration Service (LRS). Delivering ceremonies during the various phases has been challenging in terms of the limiting of
numbers permitted to attend, social distancing and the wearing of protective equipment. It has been incredibly difficult to deal with couples who just
wanted to have the day that they had planned, and for us to balance the need to provide a meaningful ceremony with providing staff and couples with
the safety assurance required. Ceremonies are shorter with less options for extra enhancements, photography affected, lack of time for the normal
interaction with couples to ensure we compliment the style of ceremony they wanted.
It is vastly different to the service we previously provided.
Whilst legislation had been prepared to deliver the registration of deaths in a different way, consideration had not been given to the other services we
deliver. For example the ability to extend the validity of marriage authorities, and ability to change the venue would have gone some way to limiting the
impact on couples who had to provide fresh notices of marriage as well as the additional burden on the LRS.
Differing rules in different countries of the United Kingdom relating to gatherings and whether children are include is an example of the challenges faced
when assisting couples.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

The majority of feedback agreed with this question with one response indicating the 7 day requirement should remain.
However, we would like to enquire if this also means that the requirement to provide evidence of address is also redundant in respect of notice giving.
Why is it necessary to provide evidence of address? It is important that any changes do not result in unintended consequences for another agency, for
example benefit fraud, immigration fraud.
In addition the Church of England requirement that someone live in the parish would also have to be examined if residency was no longer required.
(Although lasting connection and being on the electoral roll of the church in question are also acceptable qualifications)

Consultation Question 5:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

The region has mixed feelings in relation to this question. 
There are distinct advantages with dealing with part of the notice process online. There may be the opportunity for some initial checks to be undertaken 
and clerical time saved. 
 
However, there are a number of areas of concern with a 2 tier approach; 
 
Geography – It was felt that local knowledge and understanding in the current process is the best way in which to provide assurance that venues, 
officiants and couples are linked and that all requirements will be in place to allow a legal ceremony to take place. 
The consultation paper refers to the use of designated register offices as having already broken the local link. However, it does not examine whether or 
not there are any difficulties with this particular system, neither does it acknowledge that they designated register office model is to be abandoned in 
2021. One of our respondents (a designated register office) points out it can be difficult to identify immigration and benefit fraud with no local knowledge 
of the town in which couples reside. With the changes to the DRO model a more localized service will be in place for the local community. 
If the Public Protection and Counter Fraud agenda of the Government remains at the heart of any changes to marriage law, it is important that the value 
of local knowledge is not underestimated. This can be further demonstrated by Home Office UKVI who changed the model in which local ICE teams and 
local registration services liased over suspicions of fraud, preferring a centralised model. This destroyed the links between the local teams and resulted in 
registration officers feeling impotent when reporting suspected sham marriages as there was no local contact and local intelligence eroded. This strategy 
is being revised with the reestablishment of regional ICE teams and the re establishment of local links with registration services. 



Attendance - With regard to the need for a person giving notice, on line or by post having to attend a face to face meeting at a later date, we agree that
this is vital, we therefore welcome the proposal at 4.53 of the removal of tacit consent where authority for marriage or civil partnership would be given
automatically at the end of the notice period whether or not the interview had been attended. This is essential so couples understand that without a face
to face appointment they will not be able to legally marry 
This requirement seems to undermine the reasons given in the consultation document to support the giving of notices by post or on line. The
consultation document describes the need to attend a face to face appointment to give notice as being “inconvenient and time-consuming” From the
perspective of registration services the proposed 2 stage approach would potentially pose a double handling issue, where instead of the preliminaries
being dealt with in one hit, time would be needed to deal with online notices and postal notices and additional time would be required for the face to face
interview. However, it is acknowledged that some time may be recovered through a shorter notice appointment. 
There is no acknowledgement of the role of the face to face interview as a valuable tool in the Public Protection and Counter Fraud agenda. Much of the
meeting is spent observing relationships for evidence of sham or duress, mental capacity issues. Registrars will engage couples in conversations which
will elicit other information where fraud can be detected. 
 
A further suggestion made is as follows; 
We understand that the passport office now allows a professional person to confirm identity, there may be an opportunity to extend to examination of
documents.

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

We have differing views on this question from 7 to 28/70 days. The rationale behind each comment is as follows;

28/70 days – Assuming the display of notices to allow objections remain in place and document checking is required at the notice appointment, it
provides time in case further documents need providing or couples forget to bring required documentation with them, dealing with any discrepancies or
legal barriers.
We are also mindful that in terms of Public Protection and counter fraud all notices are currently subject to extension if required. We are unclear how
those will be dealt with.

Minimum of 7 days prior to the ceremony. During the busy months for marriages and civil partnerships it would be extremely difficult to see all couples 7
days prior to the ceremony, however if it were possible for people to be seen earlier that would allow the opportunity for registration services to manage
their resources effectively.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

In general if was felt that there may be a place for interviews to be held remotely. In terms of those that may require an in person interview, it is not clear
how that decision is made. Is it from the remote meeting or through an examination of the online information/evidence?

Huge focus of the notice interview is the examination of physical evidence for accuracy, validity and authenticity of documentation as well as identifying
potential fraud/sham/coercion/ forced etc.
Whilst not impossible via a remote facility, face to face meetings provide the opportunity to read body language of couples providing further evidence for
the registrar to report potential issues.

We can see the advantage under special circumstances such as those with terminal/serious illness, housebound or detained

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

We agree with this.
One respondent added that they would support an in person interview a minimum of 7 days before the wedding, which could also be done remotely
should the circumstances dictate.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes. Consideration would have to be given to whether there were parts of the notice that could be modified to allow notices to be published but
protecting those at risk.
Consideration would have to be given to Data Protection with online notices and the legal gateway for publishing in this way

Consultation Question 10:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Yes but in reflecting our comments in question 4, the necessary legislation in place to enable the validity to be extended and potentially the location to be
modified in the event of a national emergency

Consultation Question 11:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

It is suggested that this would be sensible if possible. Consideration might be given to indicating the ‘organisation’ instead especially if staff/officiants
change often and the named person closer to the date of the ceremony? For example “superintendent registrar, district of Anytown”
The registration service should be able to issue and amended schedule if required ensuring that it was cost recoverable if a variety of checks need to be
carried out in relation to the replacement.

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, although. where the substitution has taken place at short notice, there should be a duty placed upon the substitute officiant to contact the
registration service to confirm that this was the case or a method of informing the registration service of the substitution via the schedule. If there is to be
a ‘register of officiants’ then the registrar would need enough time to ensure that the replacement was registered to ensure the ceremony was legal.

Please share your views below:

4.101 Yes , in the case of an officiant being incapable through Drink or Drugs

Consultation Question 13:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Although not a direct question for the local registration service it was felt that universal civil preliminaries would negate the need for this

Consultation Question 14:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Although not a direct question for the local registration service it was felt that universal civil preliminaries would negate the need for this

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Although not a direct question for the local registration service it was felt that universal civil preliminaries would negate the need for this

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Although not a direct question for the local registration service it was felt that universal civil preliminaries would negate the need for this

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Although not a direct question for the local registration service it was felt that universal civil preliminaries would negate the need for this.
Further comment received;
Yes, this is in line with civil preliminaries and was introduced as a better practice in 2000 on the back of sham provisions. At the same time 48 hour
licenses were stopped as it was considered that this was not sufficient time for couples to consider marriage. Equally requiring both parties to give notice
ensures that they are not able to plan a marriage without the other party being aware

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.



Please expand on your answer:

All weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries to provide a consistent mechanism of legal preliminaries across all settings.
The process would be more robust process and avoid confusion where couples are unsure what they are required to do. Sham and forced marriages
would be more likely to be detected as would any potential to detect any other crime given the training and regular technical assessments registration
undergo. The Church of England (and Wales) would also find that they are no longer burdened by the need to ensure that many clergy are up to date on
legal requirements for marriage particularly as many clergy do very few weddings throughout their entire careers.

A question raised was whether the Electronic Marriage Act 2019 not conclude that universal civil preliminaries should apply to all marriages including
Church of England and Wales?

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Whilst a number of responses indicated yes, it was also noted that one response felt that all licensed officiants should be treated the same way. A further
response highlighted what some religious premises prefer a civil registrar to attend for the ceremony

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, although the registration officer may require support from the venue or another person when a large number of people are in attendance.

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Although not a question specifically for the local registration service. yes but would have to be on a central database as an officiant as above – one
process for all and therefore simplistic for customers to save any confusion

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Authority for an officiant to act within a church should be given from a central committee for that religious building

If a specific location(building for non-religious belief meetings) is required for ceremonies then yes nominated officiants should be identified on a central
database of officiants

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

One respondent suggested that the Irish model of exclusions appears to be sensible, political parties, bodies which promote political parties, candidates
or causes, sporting organisations, trade unions, representative bodies of employers, and chambers of commerce.
Include any criminal groups or outlawed organisations.

Consultation Question 25:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Yes, with clear requirements and guidelines to prevent clandestine marriages taking place

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Yes, although one respondent indicated individuals only.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, however given that they would only be able to officiate at civil weddings and there are already a body of people who, this consultation propose, are
only able to officiate at civil weddings (registrars) we do not agree that independent celebrants should be considered as officiant. They could be
celebrants but not officiants This consultation promotes that the roles are different.

Consultation Question 30:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, there should be a prescribed list of criteria which a person has to satisfy and evidenced before being added to a ‘list’
A mechanism would also need to be put in place to manage the list and remove any person (or organisation) that breaches any stated requirements

Consultation Question 31:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

1 Agreed.
2 Agreed
3 Knowledge of legal aspects need to be maintained. Registrars undertake a considerable amount of training in order to carry out their duties. It has not
been mentioned as yet in the consultation questions of how discrepancies on the day of the ceremony are dealt with. what happens if there is an
objection on the day?
What happens if one of the parties divulges information that presents an issue?

In line with the proposals at 3.53 they should also have to declare that they will not act in conflict with their role by means of commercialisation, for
example requiring a couple to purchase other services or received commissions from referrals to other service providers

Consultation Question 32:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

We had a mixed response to this question. Some agreed but other comments included;
“Some couples just want the person of their choice. They are not necessarily concerned about anything else”

Consultation Question 33:

Other

Please expand on your answer:



We had mixed responses to this question. All but 2 agreed. The no respondents stated;

“Many owners of Licensed Premises would like to be officiants at their own venue therefore conflict of interest doesn’t apply, they just want to provide
their customers with a bespoke special service”
And;
“Should be down to customer to choose – if someone has great reputation then they can charge an appropriate fee.
Minimum fee may be interesting or you could have situations where people ‘undercut’ each other

Consultation Question 34:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

All agreed except one who stated “over complicates things. Just licence them for any formation of service delivery”

Consultation Question 35:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

The type of service that couples want is evolving but deviating from a formal ceremony to accommodate a couples preferred style may create some
difficult conversations regarding what is dignified. On respondent stated “No, couples just want to have fun – why create inhibiters to someone’s
preferred style of ceremony?”

Consultation Question 36:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

All agreed as it is useful to use to assist couples. However, guidance also allows for some deviation. One respondent stated “No need, customers want
their own unique special day - by trying to restrict some of the processes in a ceremony will mean couples not looking to have a ceremony”

Consultation Question 37:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

All agreed with one adding that their needs to be a power with withdraw too. One respondent considered that it was not necessary.

Consultation Question 38:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes. One respondent added “only if that officiant uses the format of a gathering to create an unlawful meeting and potentially incite crowds to damage
society”

Consultation Question 39:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, with consideration to how this would be undertaken and whether there would be an appeals process.

Consultation Question 40:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

All agreed with the exception of the comments below; 
Any list of officiants needs to be maintained and their continuous development recorded in some way. 
At the very least there would need to be notification of change of circumstances ie, illness/death/retirement, 
confirmation periodically that there is no change in the status of the authorised officiant. This point is born from the situation which persists with the 
registration of authorised persons under current provisions. non-conformist churches are supposed to notify changes of address, retirement or death of 
authorised persons to the General Register Office. Whilst maintaining the list is a huge undertaking, if it is not done the true position is not known which



causes all sorts of difficulties

Consultation Question 41:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

All agreed except one who stated they thought it too complicated

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

1a Yes

1b Yes although two stated no for the following reason “as this has been the point at which an impediment to marriage has been revealed and prevented
a bigamous marriage from occurring. This public declaration is the final point at which such an issue can be declared, and in the case of someone
potentially committing a crime, is very public and makes them less likely to proceed where there is an impediment”

2 Yes although civil preliminaries would negate this requirement

3 Yes
4 Yes, although one indicated it should be undertaken during the ceremony

Consultation Question 43:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

All agreed with the following exceptions;

“No, should have an air of dignity and solemnity, couples may choose inappropriate content if allowed to choose themselves” and;

“Guidance would be helpful for this as not all couples will want such freedom. If marriage is to remain ‘seemly and dignified’ this may need addressing”
“Couples will tend to choose the type of ceremony they want. Not always with solemnity”

Consultation Question 44:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Although not a direct question for the local registration service, those who responded to the question agreed with the exception of one who stated it
should be “one process for all”

Consultation Question 45:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Responses included that it should be customer choice, some sort of parameter, content should be customer choice, no religious, non-religious or civil
restrictions at any location
Added was the example of ceremonies in Jersey which seems to fit with the general requests received by registration officers - Candles, lights, incense,
ribbons, Music – readings from religious texts, use of vows from religious services, mostly requested are the words from the book of common prayer - in
sickness and in health, as these are seen as traditional and not recognised for their religious connection.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Other

Please expand on your answer:



Yes, linked to the comments in Q45

Consultation Question 47:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Whilst the respondents appreciate the question there is an underlying concern at how legal objections could be made (unless that was to change). Whilst
they are infrequent, they do happen. It does not deal with potential situations of forced marriage or where a marriage under duress is suspected.
If civil preliminaries were introduced, then the legalities are dealt with and therefore this could be safely repealed in the knowledge that the legal
marriage has taken place

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, consideration would have to be given to inclement weather if outdoors were an option. Experience has shown that couples are reluctant to change a
location from an ‘outdoor permanent structure’ to somewhere more enclosed.
The location would also need to be safe. Who would be liable for potential injury, damage to schedule, safety of the officiant, guests etc
One suggestion could be a licence within the geographical boundary of an area. This would provide a number of options for couples including temporary
coverings for a particular area.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

We had a split response to this question. Half agreed and the other half disagreed. Comments included;

A civil wedding location should be publicly accessible whether or not it is regularly available to the public for the solemnisation of marriages. This would
be to minimise the opportunity for fraud, coercion, lack of capacity.

Consultation Question 50:

Other

Other

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No- there should be no restrictions - the way forward is to have choice of content & location transferable across all divides – keep it simple to save
customer confusion

In the consultation at 7.97 it is acknowledged that Humanists who are currently the only non-religious belief organisation lobbying to be able to solemnize
marriage, do not generally have a building, and would use many different locations, it is not possible then to prevent some of these venues being utilised
for civil marriage. We agree that civil weddings should not take place in religious venues.

Again, if the buildings model is not adopted by non religious belief venues this is not possible.

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

We received mixed responses to this question. These included that it should be the customer decision and responsibility, and it needs to be safe and
subject to a standard risk assessment. Suggestion that the local authority or the General Register Office could be involved

Consultation Question 52:

Other



Please expand on your answer:

All agreed adding that the assessment of the location should be documented

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Agreed. It is suggested that the local authority should be responsible as per the current licencing of premises

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Most respondents agreed with the exception of one who strongly disagreed.
The following comment was also received Location could be an issue. Should this not be predetermined at notice as currently is the case. If it were left to
the interpretation of the officiant, then there could be errors and differences in descriptions which could cause issues in the future for the couple

Consultation Question 55:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, but the Welsh/bi lingual versions should only be used in Wales by a Welsh speaking officiant.

Consultation Question 56:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, if it is robust and reliable with a paper alternative in the event of system failure

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Witnesses must attend. We are uncomfortable that should the requirement for open doors be removed that the absence of witnesses at a ceremony
essentially provides for the abuse of the system providing greater opportunity for forced marriage, or marriages taking place under duress. 
 
 
3) In addition, does the proposal at 3 refer to the absence of the signatures of the couple only or the absence of the signature of the officiant, or the
absence of any signatures at all? This needs to be clarified. We would support the lack of signatures of the couple but not the absence of the signature of
the officiant. The alternative is all attending at a later date to sign and witness the schedule

Consultation Question 58:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, however this proposal should also be considered in tandem with the proposal at Q57, where it is proposed that failure to sign the schedule should
not be viewed as a provision under which the marriage should be declared void. As signatures are proposed as a method of conveying consent what
safeguards would be in place to confirm that consent has been given in the absence of witnesses, behind closed doors and without a registration officer
present

Consultation Question 59:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, however point 2 needs some clarification do you mean someone acting as an officiant or someone authorised as an officiant? We would only support
point 2 if the marriage had been conducted in the presence of an authorised officiant This ties back to Q 57 regarding void marriages.

Does the same proposal apply to couples who have culturally lived as a married couple because they have had a non religious legal ceremony in the UK?

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:



In the case of terminal illness, the civil requirements work well. There does appear to be an issue with archbishops licence under these circumstances.
Feedback from some clergy is that the process is much more onerous than a civil Registrar General’s licence. This tends to result in the clergy encouraging
couples to go down the civil route as it is quicker and easier.
A streamline universal process would provide couples with a choice that is not always there now

Housebound and Detained Provisions
We feel that there is scope to simplify the process. The current provisions are complex and it can be problematic.
Determining which piece of legislation applies and the subsequent explanation to the couple can be difficult.
We would welcome a simplified legislative platform with which to work

Consultation Question 63:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

It is felt the current process is suitable

No, this could slow down the process and add a layer of unnecessary admin when urgency is required. It is for the doctor to determine and the registrars
at the time of the marriage to be satisfied that the person understands the nature of what they are doing and wishes to be married

Consultation Question 64:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Most respondents agree with this provided supporting documentation is in place

Consultation Question 65:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

All but one agrees if the process can be dealt with in the same speedy manner as for Registrar General’s licence

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

A variety of responses were received and are generally in agreement. It was agreed that flexibility of options under emergency provisions although there
was some disagreement in terms of whether the ceremonies and preliminaries should be partly or completely accessed remotely. Recent times have
demonstrated the advantages of flexibility but this does need to be balanced with the protection of all (including potential for fraud/forced marriage etc)

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, taking into consideration the above comments.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, taking into consideration the above comments.

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:



Other

Please expand on your answer:

All but one agreed who stated that this may lead to future confusion

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Commercial tankers and military vessels

Consultation Question 71:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, should be on GRO list of officiants

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consistent provisions should be made

Consultation Question 74:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

There should be some time limit albeit an extended one.

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

The fee should be the same as in all cases where a registration officer must travel to the person giving notice, set nationally on a cost recovery basis. It is
essential that cost of provision is met by those requiring the service and not subsidised by the local community. One respondent indicated a wish to
reduce the fee in hardship situations

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

There is more to a civil wedding than that of the attendance of a registration officer. The current fees cover all expenditure relating to the wedding. This
includes support staff responsible for administering the booking, IT and support, scheduling staff attendance, travel, registering the wedding, issuing the
certificate etc.
We note that you are not proposing that fees for other types of officiants are set nationally. There needs to be a level playing field on which all services
are able to be charged for on a cost recovery basis. The cost of staffing is as variable around the country as is the cost of living. Local authorities must be
left to set their own fees to recover the true costs of service delivery. Customer choice will determine how their wedding will be delivered and how much
they are content to pay

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Local authorities must be left to set their own fees to recover the true costs of service delivery.

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Local authorities must be left to set their own fees to recover the true costs of service delivery.

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

For some groups potentially yes, if they have a strong belief against the options currently in place. However for others it is about flexibility of location.
It is difficult for us to comment on whether proposals would facilitate an increase in number

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

The current cost of a register office wedding is £46.00. This does not cover the cost of provision. Availability may have been restricted in local authorities 
due to not being able to recover the cost 
 
The fees which you refer to within the consultation are not only for the attendance of staff at the ceremony. Within the costing model is the need to



recover all costs associated with taking and maintaining a booking, chasing notices, supplying official documentation, chasing moneys, assisting couples
to prepare their ceremonies, clearing personal vows, enhancement requests, changing dates, changing times, scheduling staff, training staff, licences for
software, staff costs for the delivery of all of these services. The variance would relate to the costs incurred by their services on a regional basis and
potentially the ability of the local authority to subsidise the cost of service provision. The revenue created via the approved venues ceremonies goes to
support the provision of all statutory services provided by the registration service including all of those services for which there is no charge made or
where costs are not covered for example house bound marriage, security of stock, retention of documents, storage of registers. 
 
Much appears to have been made within this consultation document of the difference in charges, but these compare very favourably with those charges
made by independent celebrants for the delivery of a much reduced non statutory service. Apples are not being compared with pears. If this consultation
seeks to draw such comparisons it should examine the costs of the provision of non-statutory ceremonies by registration services which are much the
same as the service delivered by independent celebrants in relation to marriages.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Under present conditions there are no benefits to be had of the proposed scheme in relation to the availability of register office weddings and certainly
no savings related to them at all. Register Office weddings will remain the lowest cost option available for couples, and unless registration services are
able to recover their costs there will be no increase in the availability of them. The current legal requirement for there to be only 1 register office in any
registration district also limits the numbers of ceremonies which can take place in these rooms in any one day

13.43.2 There will be savings available without the need for pre-approval, however these will be dependent on where couples chose to hold their
ceremony. Hospitality settings may have no option but to try to maintain their current charging levels post pandemic in an effort to recover lost revenue.
Many hospitality settings which are currently approved venues may well no longer be in operation. The ability for couples who wish to have weddings in
their local village halls and other such settings will offer some financial benefits relating to catering and corkage charges without any doubt whatsoever as
will the ability to have their wedding in their private homes and other outdoor settings.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

We do not believe the current law overly prohibits couples from getting married, although the costs associated with any wedding will impact on the type
of wedding couples will choose.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Impact on the current law on local authorities 
 
Advantages and disadvantages 
The requirement for 2 registration officers to attend at a wedding ceremony causes a resourcing issue as does the need for registers to be taken to 
venues when these are finite resources. The potential change to the schedule system will assist in this regard. The change to one person attending 
provides the flexibility for the registration service to meet any increasing demand 
The limitations and interpretations available to Registration officials with regard to format of ceremony and where that ceremony can take place do place 
unnecessary pressures on a service which at its heart wants to provide couples with the type of ceremony they want regardless of where they are getting 
married. As a registration service, we are prevented under current law from being as flexible as we would like to be. 
The advantages of the current system for local authorities are: 
• ensuring that services are self funding to eliminate burden on our citizens 
• Accountability in the event of complaints 
• Assurance in relation to the proper licensing of events and planning requirements 
• Ability to train and retain professional registration and celebratory staff 
• Ability to set pay levels and offer contracts which suit the forecasted needs of the service 
• Able to plan out schedules and ceremony timings to use staff and resources as economically as possible 
• Able to accurately forecast workloads, income and recruitment needs. 
• Able to target marketing to support our approved venues and other organisations within the industry 
 
Potential Benefits of proposed scheme 
 
The main benefits would be more choice of locations for potential wedding couples. Benefits to Local Authorities would be minimal and may lead to 
resource implications in terms of administering the schedule system and more diverse ceremony programme. 
 
For the local authorities, additional work could be involved in the new proposals that will attract less income than the current processes and result in a 
greater burden on local authorities. Many local authorities currently provide excellent marriage facilities and services, which the many couples benefit 
from. This could be reduced if income is reduced to the service as a result of the changes. For many couples these standard offerings are what they can 
afford. The changes need to be for the benefit of all couples, not just those able to afford alternate options to the detriment of the basic service provided



for the majority. 
 
Potential loss of control over licensing suitable venues. 
Impact on accommodating staff rotas. 
Potential risk of staff attending unsafe locations. 
Impact on morale of team, potential to lose goodwill of registrars

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Minimal. Couples currently have plenty of choice as to where to get married and are prepared to travel to do so

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

1 -This is dependent on the country where the marriage is to take place

2 -An easier notice process with virtual options could make this easier, but again, we need to be mindful of sham marriages

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

This may be easier if all records are held in one central point electronically

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

Local Authorities –
Loss of revenue:
Approved Venues Licences
Approved venue ceremonies
Designated Notices
Notices of marriage
Reduction in staffing:
Loss of trained and experienced ceremony staff due to a change in working conditions
Recruitment costs for new ceremony staff
Restructure/redundancy costs
Training costs
Increased administrative costs in relation to notices, risk assessments, travel, time spent on putting together and agreeing the form and content of
individual ceremonies
Additional costs:
Local authorities potentially in the setting up, monitoring, approving of venues etc

Businesses

Potential investment in alterative structures/safe locations for ceremonies. Reduction in income with changes in customer demand.

Religious/non religious belief organisations

Uncertain. Potential flurry of demand for new market

Independent officiants
Potential increased income or greater competition

Couples
Couples may bear the cost to cost of elements which will be passed onto them, in particular where there are one off venues being used. Currently cost
are fixed, but this would be more fluid under some of the proposals
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Please expand on your answer:
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Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No



Please expand on your answer:

The state's involvement in certifying marriages is connected to the legal status being married has on other areas of law such as inheritance rules, divorce
and child custody, widow/widower benefits and much more. It is therefore important that the law does not promote hasty and secretive marriages. To
marry has always been a public declaration of a couple's commitment to one another; a commitment which historically has been acknowledged and
supported by the wider community.

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Remote interviews should be reserved for exceptional circumstances. This is essential to ensure, as much as is possible, forced marriages are detected

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

At present registration officers attend religious ceremonies to officiate over the signing of the register and ensure that the required words are said by
those being married. Many churches make use of this service without compromising the position of the civil registrars and therefore this provision seems
unnecessarily restrictive and goes against the expressed intentions of this review. Many churches which currently are able to conduct weddings in the
setting and tradition which is significant to the participants would be prevented. Often these are smaller churches with no fulltime minister, which may
not conduct weddings very often and for whom it is not practical to have a suitably qualified person to act as officiant.

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

This sounds reasonable but uses vague language open to misuse to target those who hold more conservative but entirely legal views on matters of
morality and human behaviour. The subjectivity which would be involved in deciding whether an organisation and its officiants failed this test would
potentially result in illiberal decisions. Objective criteria based on legality should be applied; e.g. promoting or supporting purposes which are illegal.



Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Anyone nominated to act as officiants, whether by name or office, should have to be properly trained to ensure that the requirements of the law are met.

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The importance of ensuring that legally recognised weddings are properly conducted in an appropriate manner makes this proposal of concern.
Currently those able to conduct legally recognised weddings are either trained registrars or representatives of religion who are likely to place a high value
on marriage.

There are already many who offer themselves as wedding celebrants for non-legal weddings who represent a wide range of approaches, some of which
would not reflect the importance and dignity of the marriage commitment. The most important thing in a marriage ceremony is the commitment the
couple are making to each other and this should be reflected in where and how the ceremony is conducted, not how many innovative, alternative or
entertaining features can be included.

It is also possible that if a couple had been unable to get agreement from the religious group of their choice to conduct their wedding an independent
celebrant could offer a ceremony which is a parody of a particular faith's beliefs about marriage or a conflation of different faiths resulting in
disrespectful distortion of religious groups in a legal ceremony. This provision seems likely to result in a dive to the lowest standards in a commercialised
market as wedding officiants. At the moment there are no financial incentives to become a legally approved wedding officiant but this provision would
transform this and create a commercial market place.

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The prescribed words should be retained. They are not long but do reflect the importance of the commitments being entered into and if couples are
unwilling or unable to make these statements then whatever it is they are seeking to enter into, it cannot be defined as marriage. Any ceremony which
results in a legal marriage, which is a public as well as personal matter, must require the couple to make these two statements.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Entering into a legal marriage is to make an important commitment and whilst there is language about requiring officiants to ensure they uphold the
dignity and solemnity of marriage it is doubtful with independent celebrants authorised that this requirement will be policed or upheld. It is important
that a couple seriously entering into marriage should participate in a ceremony which reflects their beliefs and has meaning for them but total
personalisation is likely to result, as stated above, in a drive to the lowest common denominator. Already unofficial celebrants have shown themselves to
be willing to conduct ceremonies which reflect little respect for the institution of marriage -

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Legally binding weddings are not just a private matter and therefore the open doors provision is important

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

There appears to be no 'appropriateness' test in this provision and whilst it would allow churches and other religious groups which meet in hired
premises to conduct weddings it would also allow disrespectful and unsuitable locations to be chosen. Already wedding celebrants have conducted
ceremonies in a sadomasochism dungeon, in a ruined building late at night for a Hallowe'en themed wedding as well as underwater. These settings
detract from the dignity and importance of the vows being entered into and appear to have been selected purely for their theatricality. To allow weddings
to take place anywhere, with any format a couple choose, is to trivialise marriage. Your follow up question implies a very wide interpretation of 'dignified
and safe'. The inclusion of private homes shows a lack of respect for the public aspect of legal marriage.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Given the aim to allow couples to have practically anything that appeals to them, on what basis will those charged with deciding whether officiants have
followed they guidance decide that a venue/ceremony is not sufficiently safe and dignified? This proposal is unworkable as it is highly likely to result in
legal challenges to any attempts to withdraw approval of officiants who are deemed to not have followed the guidance as it will all be highly subjective.

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

The law currently allows couples who wish to be legally married to have a civil ceremony and follow this with whatever ceremony they choose. They can
decide to treat the civil ceremony as a legal formality and their subsequent ceremony as their marriage. I am therefore not convinced that these changes
in legislation will result in more couples choosing to be legally married.

A more important objective should be to ensure that no one is in any doubt as to the legality, or otherwise, of their marriage and by opening up the
possibilities in all directions I think that it is likely to result in more people subsequently discovering their marriage was not conducted in a legally binding
way.

It is also important that those who choose to cohabit are aware of the implications of this decision.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

The expansion of choice of wedding venues resulting in far more commercial venues becoming involved seems to have done nothing to reduce the cost
of getting married. The expansion of choice in terms of officiant and venue will result in further commercialisation of the process of marrying and seems
unlikely to be any more successful at reducing costs.

Entering into a legally recognised marriage has public as well as personal implications and therefore the law needs to reflect that rather than seeking to
meet the individual aspirations of every couple.

If the aim is to increase the numbers choosing to marry greater attention should be paid to supporting marriage as an institution and providing
appropriate marriage preparation for those considering getting married.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:



Please share your views below:
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

 Baptist Church

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It was a lawful religious ceremony

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:



N/A

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

I was booked to perform a marriage ceremony in October but it had to be postponed due to COVID, due t o the limiting of numbers for the Bride and
Groom

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I believe it is important for couples to be in the area in which they get married. It gives a sense of belonging. It also helps with settling the couple in their
new area

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

I think it should be greater than 7 days so that a person is not coerced into a marriage, to give time to reflect on their decision and not be pressured.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

It is easier to for a person to hide things when an interview is done remotely. If it is to be done remotely it must, in my view be followed up with an
in-person interview, both persons being interviewed separately and together, in order to give the best chance of the right outcomes.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

If this is in place now, I think it should remain

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 13:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not really sure what this question is saying and therefore cannot give a view

Consultation Question 14:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Although the likelihood of them being required is small, those before us put them there for a reason, I see no reason why that should change.

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Yes, this was always the case I believe and it is important that people can see who is being married in their parish and church

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

The clergy need to meet with the couple beforehand, they need to get to know them and their reasons for marriage. It also acts as a safety net for those
who are being forced or coerced into a marriage.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Both should declare, to prevent any cover ups etc.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

I believe that couples who want a religious ceremony would also want the same type of preliminaries. Its all part of the relationship that the couples have
with God and the Church.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

An official registrant should be at all ceremonies to ensure correct procedures are carried out and everything is done lawfully

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Providing an official registrar is present to make sure everything lawful is done, on every occasion, a list should not be required

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

I believe that would be the right thing to do.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

No, an office can be held by anyone, even on a temporary basis and may not be the right person, or guarantee to perform a wedding in the proper way. It
needs to be a verifiable person.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I agree with the conflict of interest but believe there should be a limit on fees charged otherwise it could prove detrimental to the couple



Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There needs to be checks and balances, and therefore a time limit so that a n examination of their understanding and any retraining can be applied

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is essential that couples publicly declare that there is no impediment. It offers a chance to the couple and the community to declare that everything is in
order.

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

It may be that a couple cannot have a religious ceremony but have faith themselves that they would like to be included, such as a biblical blessing or the
Lords prayer

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Many people want a church blessing after a civil ceremony, why shouldn't this continue? it is a matter of choice and should remain available to those who
want it.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Weddings are part of the community, and the public, should have right of access.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

in private homes.

Please share your views below:

All venues should have public access.

Consultation Question 49:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

The officiant and the venue provider jointly using guidance from the Registrars office

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It opens the door, even with security, to abuse. It must be done in person at the time and in their own hand.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Witnesses must always be present. It is another safeguard.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This would help in the act of an arranged marriage, where they get through the ceremony, and then go their separate ways. The idea of marriage is that
they live together afterwards.
The only valid reason would be a member of the armed forces getting married and then being sent into active duty.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Again, this could be open to abuse, if everyone is remote, who can actually confirm that they know each other.

No

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

No



Please expand on your answer:

The officiant must be named

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

No evidence of either

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No evidence

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUMM-D

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-04 20:40:51

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

BCP Registration Service

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Response on behalf of an organisation

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:



N/A

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Over 1500 weddings were rescheduled or cancelled more than once due to lockdown/ restrictions on guests. Anxieties from staff and couples around
safety measures in place.
Smaller ceremony rooms had to be closed.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This will provide more flexibility for couples, in particular people working abroad and home on short visits.

Consultation Question 5:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A two part process is not necessary , this would be too clunky

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

We feel that 7 days is not sufficient time to display a notice, it would not give enough time for objections.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

We do not feel that remote interviews would be viable as you cannot see the environment that they are in or if they are being forced to answer the
questions by another party. They could be sat anywhere in the world and we would not know.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

This is hardly used anymore. Could there be changes made to the existing laws to make this more flexible.

Consultation Question 9:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Online displays would be ok if limited data was shown (eg remove addresses) Access to the information should be controlled.

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

No

Please expand on your answer:

(1) No the schedule should not show the name of the officiant as this could cause numerous problems such as if officiant sick. It may also lead to couples 
becoming discriminative. 
(2) No this would limit flexibility to cover ceremonies especially in the current climate. It would be an administrative nightmare.



Unanimous across team that this could cause issues

Consultation Question 12:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

There would have to be an alternative to offer. Names should not be specified on the schedule as the schedule is valid for 12 months it would be too
difficult for people to commit to these ceremonies. You would be constantly re-issuing schedules in a constantly changing environment

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No Comment

Consultation Question 14:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No comment

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Rules should be the same across the board, you should not define between religious and civil ceremonies. If they go online, they should all go online.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

For uniformity we feel all preliminaries should be done by The Register Office as Register Office would then be able to track if a schedule is not returned
form a church Wedding.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Both of the couple should attend to do separate declarations to satisfy it is not a Sham marriage

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

No



Please expand on your answer:

No lone working is not advisable especially if attending homes and remote locations. As it is a legal process this should be witnessed by another
professional

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

There would need to be some central control for the purpose of identifying the officiant and conducting DBS checks and suitability. If the officiant is
named on the schedule who will be responsible for checking that the officiant in attendance is the person named on the schedule.

Consultation Question 24:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

There would have to be some sort of conformity and monitoring of these ceremonies.

Open to misinterpretation

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This could open up the process to all sort of organisations and have the ability for fraud to increase if any organization can officiate, it would also make it
extremely hard to keep track of – clear directions and definitions would need to be set

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Agree it should but who would police and decide if an organization did or didn’t meet this?

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Officiant by office only, not individually named. Officiants would need to be regulated

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

it would need to sit somewhere if this was decided and GRO is the obvious choice, for a central register.

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

an online public list should be a requirement, so a proper check can be done?

Consultation Question 30:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

If this is the route government deicide to go down – however again what makes a fit and proper person, who would decided and what proof would
people need to show?

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As the minimum – would there be any other restrictions criminal record or fraud/bankruptcy? And a signed declaration confirming they haven’t meet the
requires and don’t meet the disqualified criteria? Which could then be challenged -what checks could be done to conform or taken on face value – which
in this circumstance seems a bit light – Immigration checks, criminal record checks should be a minimum?

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But who would check or police this? And what would be the recall if they were?

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

this would be fair – clear charging policy a requirement? Setting of a contract in business?

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

It would be difficult for someone to do both!

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Clear guidance would be needed to ensure the requirements are met, and a schedule is completed correctly for formal registration
Will marriage still be a verbal contract? If so, who will register the marriage from the schedule?

Consultation Question 37:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No, susceptible to fraud/ abuse . What sort of organisations are going to nominate officiants? How will the work of the officiant be monitored by GRO and
who will pay for this? How will standards be maintained?

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

No

Please expand on your answer:

should be renewal, to ensure they are still fit and proper!

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

If there is no requirement to declare there is no legal impediment to their marriage, would the parties to the marriage need to bring ID to their marriage
to show that they were the same people who gave notice?

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

should be personalised within realistic perimeters

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

with no legal limitations, do not agree with special requirements as these in themselves could be discriminatory

Consultation Question 45:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

What constitutes an identifiable civil ceremony. If you allow religious content, what is the time restriction on the ceremony, and when does it become
religious ceremony.

Please share your views below:

Music, reading from religious text. eg allow The Lords prayer, or allow a piece of religious music such as Ave Maria

Consultation Question 46:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Can a minister of religion conduct a civil marriage ceremony not in a place of worship? If not, then consideration should be given to people who want
religious content but cannot have that in a place of worship.

Consultation Question 47:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

this would allow more restricted venues access to licences



Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Risk assessments need to be considered.

Please share your views below:

Yes but with limitations and if safe to do so

Consultation Question 49:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Other

Other

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Whilst we feel that there should more flexibility in terms of places to get married, and officiants who are religious or non-religious or civil, should be able
to conduct any ceremony, we feel that if we agree to whats proposed here that this is a contradiction to that proposal.

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

That could be very subjective.

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Pressure could be applied to officiants
This could leave the officiant subject to fraud and if any issues

Other

Please expand on your answer:

How prescriptive will this be?

Consultation Question 53:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

If it optional it is likely it won’t be adhered to especially if there is a cost, could a number cap be introduced and if x number taken place they need to have
an approval process in place? Sit with GR/LA? Would fire checks etc be required, there would be costs? Similar to the current approved premises?

Please share your views below:

As above

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Feel this is the next appropriate step, when infrastructure and security in place

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Would (2) include a forced marriage?

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Where would the burden of proof lie in establishing recklessness?

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Other



Please expand on your answer:

Could a manual schedule be issued? What if eg RON was down and someone was in imminent danger of death?

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

as long as this can be done manually if necessary. See 63.

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

With remote notices, could GRO cross check passport numbers with HMPO given as ID?

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This could be very hard to set nationally as you don’t know the travel costs, but could be a fee + travel costs at £X per mile, return journey?

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

If it is set too low, it could be subject to abuse

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

but the current fee is very low

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

but what is involved in cost recovery? Other support staff, security, building costs, building upkeep?

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Agree to principle, but what is involved in cost recovery? Other support staff, security, building costs, building upkeep?

Consultation Question 80:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

What about a fee for ceremony planning and liaising with the couple? It is not just the ceremony hours but the prep, travel, pre contacts and other bits
which would also need to be included, so a standard hourly rate may not be the actual rate of a Ceremony Officer or Registrar? Also, will fees be
standardized if independent officiants are allowed and will their fees be prescribed as if not it doesn’t sound a level playing field

Consultation Question 81:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

If it is a discretionary service, why is a cost recovery fee being applied? As both the LA’s and the customers can choose to this, it needs to be competitive
but not necessarily cost recovery?



Consultation Question 82:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

If it goes down the route of only needing one registrar in attendance going forward, doing these sort of ceremonies, we need to have two staff going to
should be able to recoup the costs for two staff going at the very least.

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

There is still a cost in providing this service, on many occasion, staff have gone out outside usual working hours (into the early hours of the morning) so
the appropriate recompence should be reclaimable, also if it is set too low then it could be abused!

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

The current register office fee is too low – you can’t even go out for a nice meal for £50 as a couple now a days let alone get married! – Other fees should
be set at the discretion of the LA’s they naturally cap themselves anyway as the commercial operators will look to gain business, at present the income
generated from the ceremonies side of things enables councils to run the other parts of registration services making a loss – as these statutory fees are
so low – councils are not flush with cash at the moment so cutting this income stream could have a significant impact on councils providing the services.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Cost/funding issues, but moving digital could make savings and speed things up

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

In regards to costs of the services we provide when coupes are having a wedding, the legal part is quite small currently compared to the receptions etc,
So prescribing fees and capping things, may have a detrimental impact on LA’s providing the services going forward – it needs to be a reasonable cost and
in some LA’s when they are just increasing fees by 5% each year then it could be asked to be broken down?
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

N/A

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:



I have had to postpone my own plans to marry, members of my family have done the same and I know of 6 other couples who have been effected - half
their wedding for 12 months and half have gone ahead with 15 people in attendance and no reception.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This could be open to abuse to those who have ill intent to coerce/force people to marry who currently live abroad.

Consultation Question 5:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

On the face of it, this seems reasonable (and adds convenience), but if it were that doing this as well as a number of other elements of proposed changes
that would leave people vulnerable to abusing a new system that would be created, I would disagree.

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

The commitment of marriage is life-long and legally binding. The registration process should reflect this and give the couple an opportunity to consider
this, as well as demonstrate the understanding and consent to this commitment to the district authority that would be making the commitment legally
binding.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Remote interviews could quite easily be ‘mocked’ and participants forced/trained/coerced etc, with the identity of those involved possibly masked
completely. This is a mistake to consider this in the proposals and could be open to manipulation by those with ill intent.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

If notice were able to be in-person within the specifications above, this would be reasonable to continue as there are checks and balances in place that
are tried and tested.

Consultation Question 9:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I would want assurances as to what checks were put in place that ensure a couple/individual is deemed to be ‘exposed’/ ‘at risk of harm’ in this instance,
otherwise this seems reasonable.

Consultation Question 10:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This seems a long time to be open to manipulation if indeed you were being coerced/forced to marry.

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I would want to know why this was requested, surely the system in place at the moment is sufficient?

Consultation Question 14:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

There should be no reason not to expand this requirement out to other churches/areas if the intention to marry were honest and true, however if it
became an unnecessary stumbling block to a couple getting married, there is no need to change this as there are other legal safeguards in place to
protect those involved.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

I see no issue both points and would agree.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

I agree both couples should be required to make separate declarations.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Those who wish to be married in the eyes of God should not be forced out of this choice. Those who wish to have a civil ceremony should not be forced
to make religious statements of belief in their marriage.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

If this step would mean that at any time those who would not wish to make religious statements during marriage would have to, or those who would wish
to cannot do so, I would disagree. Otherwise this seems reasonable.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This would leave the system open to abuse and those with ill intent could be responsible for legally marrying a couple.

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This would leave the system open to abuse by those with ill intent.

Please share your views below:

No list should be made/needed

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It would be helpful to put more detail into what a ‘member’ is, ‘meeting regularly’ is. I.e. a certain level of commitment from the 20+ over a certain period
of time?? Also what a ‘sincerely held belief about marriage’ - what does this mean and who defines ‘marriage’ in this context?

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

The law should include a right to exclude organisations that are outside of an agreement made.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Individuals should have specific training/experience in order to be an officiant. If this is within the route of them ‘coming to office’ then this would suffice.
Otherwise it should not be an automatic responsibility given to anyone.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This would leave the system open to abuse by those with ill intent.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

No

Please expand on your answer:



‘Independent officiants’ would be an avenue open to abuse and eventually dilute the meaning and seriousness of the life-long commitment that marriage
is.

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If profit were allowed to be made this would introduce the possibility of abusing the foundation of marriage for the purposes of gaining money.

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There should be no such thing as an independent officiant and the need for this question highlights possible concerns that may arise.

Consultation Question 34:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There should be no such change to introduce this role, this question (again) highlights the reasons possible concerns would arise.

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Further explanation would be needed to know what is meant by ‘dignity’ and ‘solemnity’ here. There is also no mention of content here.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This would mean that organisations would monitor themselves and those with ill intent would continue unchecked.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Independent officiants should not exist but if they did, the GRO should be the monitoring body (not the original body that initially nominated them)

Consultation Question 40:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

If this means officiants would remain un-checked for many years, I disagree.

Consultation Question 41:



Other

Please expand on your answer:

I disagree with the concept of independent officiants, however if they did exists they should be engaged in continual professional development

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

• I think that it should not be possible for someone to get married without being present at the wedding ceremony. Simply signing the marriage schedule
is inadequate.
• Couples would be able to say anything they like or nothing at all. This is a major departure from the public declarations always considered foundational
to the legal
marriage ceremony.
• I feel this risks undermining the solemnity of the wedding ceremony and denying the seriousness of the commitment being made.
• There is already a large amount of flexibility in the wedding ceremony. The prescribed
words are minimal and couples can add to them in all sorts of ways.
• It is not very much to ask that some specific phrases are used to show that both people freely consent to the lifetime commitment they are entering
into.
• The idea that a couple should be able to completely personalise their ceremony comes from a wrong view of marriage. A wedding is not just about the
couple. The
couple enter into a union which is understood by society and has been legally defined. So society and the law have an interest in the making of a public
declaration. The logic of a wholly self-defined marriage ceremony is for marriage to be decoupled from the law and wider society. Marriage could become
an entirely private matter, rather
like a personal hobby.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

• There is a seriousness and solemnity in a marriage ceremony. A particular ceremony should not just be allowed because the couple wants it, but
because it is appropriate for such a significant event.
• The idea that a couple should be able to choose everything about a wedding ceremony comes from a wrong view of marriage. A wedding is a public
declaration in which society and the state have an interest.
• Unofficial wedding ceremonies could include themes such as Alice in Wonderland, James Bond, Lord of the Rings, Game of Thrones, Marvel comics,
Beauty and the
Beast, Harry Potter, Star Wars and Flash Gordon. If a couple wanted a ‘Woodland Fairy themed ceremony with ponies dressed as unicorns’, this would
presumably permitted along with other couples perhaps dressed as hedgehogs. It is very doubtful that this reflects how seriously marriage should be
taken.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If a couple would like to have a religious wedding ceremony, it should be just that and not religious. If a couple would like to have a civil wedding
ceremony, it should be that and not religious. The two are different and should be treated as such.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Other

Please expand on your answer:



This is difficult as I don't see it as a yes/no answer but it is more subjective. If a couple who are man and woman have previously had a civil ceremony and
have since gathered a faith and wish to then have a religious ceremony, they should be allowed to do so as this would introduce their faith into their
marriage. Or, for some practice reason a couple who wish to have a religious service have to have a civil service beforehand as they are unable to have a
religious service for some reason. Outside of this it would be difficult to justify both services being held as they are infect two different things.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

• The “open doors” requirement helps convey the public nature of wedding declarations.
• The open doors requirement was introduced hundreds of years ago as a protection against forced marriage. This is still a problem in our society.
• Removing the requirement encourages a false perception that marriage is a private matter without any public significance.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

• There is a seriousness and solemnity of a marriage ceremony. Venues should not simply be allowed because marrying couples want them, but because
they are appropriate places to hold such a significant ceremony.
• There are some specific benefits in a wider variety of venues being allowed (for example churches who do not own their own building), but I express
caution that this should not legitimise inappropriate settings.

outdoors,, on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,

Please share your views below:

I fear that couples having ceremonies “in the air”, means the safe and dignified
test doesn’t seem too hard to meet. Would weddings be allowed in McDonald’s for example? It seems there are records of unofficial wedding ceremonies
that have taken place in an S&M dungeon, underwater, and at a Comic Book convention with a couple dressed as comic book heroes. It would be
completely incompatible with the dignity of
marriage for venues like these to host legal weddings. I also worry that ceremonies in private homes would leave open the possibility of those will ill
intent using this as a way in which to coerce individuals into a marriage they would not otherwise want and would take away from the public declaration
that a marriage is.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This would detract from the public declaration and contribution towards wider society that a marriage is. This would make a wedding a private contract
between two people and take away from the public aspect of what the act of a marriage ceremony is.

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

No

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

A religious ceremony is intrinsically linked to God, as is a religious venue. If a couple were to choose a civil ceremony (and therefore not choosing a
religious wedding), there is no reason this should be in a religious venue. Similarly, if a couple wanted a religious ceremony, there is no reason why this
HAS to be in a religious venue.

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Other



Please expand on your answer:

There seems to be a lack of clarity in how venues would be tested for “dignity” and “safety”.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

While the proposals call for guidance from the General Register Office, the terms are not defined and stringent safeguards should be proposed.

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

1. General Register Office should be responsible for the pre-approval after consultation with local officiants
2. This approval should be reviewed at regular intervals, perhaps every two years?

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I agree with the first point but not points 2 or 3.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:



No

Please expand on your answer:

There should be a time limit, however three years seems excessive.

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The remote elements of this proposal are open to misuse by those with ill intent.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

More explanation is required as to what may be 'at risk of death' in these circumstances

Consultation Question 68:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This should apply to those with a reason, perhaps attached to their job or residence, rather than a blanket approval as this rule could otherwise be
abused by those with ill intent.

Consultation Question 69:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

This should apply to those with a reason, perhaps attached to their job or residence, rather than a blanket approval as this rule could otherwise be
abused by those with ill intent.

Consultation Question 71:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

The name of the officiant should be stated

Consultation Question 72:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I do not agree with point 2 as I do not think there should be independent officiants

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I do not think there should be independent officiants and maritime officiants should be subject to the same rules as other officiants

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I agree other than the note of independent officiants as I don't agree there should be such a role.

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Weddings in international waters should be allowed, subject to the same law as is practically reasonable.

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Strict procedures would have to be in place to prevent those with ill intent from coercing someone of overseas residency from forcing a marriage on a
local resident and vice versa.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUMB-2

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-04 20:49:35

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

n/a

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

n/a

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

n/a

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

n/a

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

n/a

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

n/a

Consultation Question 2:



Please share your views below:

n/a

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

n/a

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Why would somebody want to get married in an area with which they have no connections if all is above board?

Consultation Question 5:

No

Please expand on your answer:

To get married should be a once in a lifetime event.
It shouldn't be too much trouble to go and give notice in person.

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

There must be some delay to avoid impetuous marriages whilst drunk.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

No. As above. The person getting married needs to be aware of the seriousness the ceremony. Some formality must be retained.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

No. Both must be in the country to avoid sham or forced ceremonies.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes it should be displayed physically as at present and online.

Consultation Question 10:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Question is not clear. What schedule?

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But this should be very much the exception.

Please share your views below:

No.

Consultation Question 13:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

All should be in the same country.

Consultation Question 14:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

No. Both churches for the respective areas of both partners.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes.
Yes.

It is important that the church has the opportunity to maintain the sanctity of marriage vows made in church, ie: between man, woman and God.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes.
Needed to prevent forced marriages or under duress.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

A church marriage should be seen as the ultimate ceremony as it is made solemnly before God by believers.

Other weddings are just civil events.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes. This ensures the regulations are adhered to.

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Yes. Clergy should have similar power within a church.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

They are part of the church.

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Whatever the faith of the couple, they should be able to get their spiritual church leader to marry them in the eyes of their faith.

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

They must be formally recognised.

Please share your views below:

Yes. It must be either a religious church or an approved and recognised organisation.

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Officiants should be part of an accepted organisation or church. Danger is that it could be a totally sham organisation.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Yes. There must be a solemnity in the wedding ceremony.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Yes. Provided they are considered "fit and proper persons".

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Absolutely vital.

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No. This opens the door to Mickey Mouse applying to be an officiant and bringing the whole ceremony into disrepute.

Consultation Question 30:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes. Fit and proper person depending on their faith and beliefs.

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This would ensure some minimum standard is maintained and discourage frivolous applications.

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It must not be a business. Their role is essentially as a leader of the church or faith of the couple being married.

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

NO. Fees should be set and fixed at the same rate for all.

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

To allow this makes a mockery of their religious position.

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes. Absolutely essential.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes. Absolutely essential.

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes. But the General Registrar Office should also be able to institute an investigation in response to a complaint.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Absolutely vital in order to maintain standards.

Consultation Question 39:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Absolutely vital in order to maintain standards.

Consultation Question 40:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It should be subject to review / renewal at age 70 (like a driving licence!) to ensure they are still fit and proper persons with all their facalties.

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes. ensures they are up to date and taking the role seriously.

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

NO. The form and ceremony must be in line with the solemnity of the vows being made. It must have a core element that is common to all .

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Provided due solemnity is maintained in accordance with their faith.

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Provided that it is not done in order to mock the religious content.

Please share your views below:

It should include the religious belief that marriage is forever, til death do us part, and forsaking all others. etc

Consultation Question 46:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not sure what somebody believing in a religious service would opt for a civil ceremony?

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

NO. It is vital that public access is maintained. Otherwise there could be forced marriages and marriages under duress within weirdo cults.



Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No. Absolutely essential that the premises should be registered and approved.
Otherwise all seriousness of the ceremony is voided and it could take place in ridiculous situations and ridicule the sanctity of marriage.

on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

If allowed I private homes they must be open to the public for the ceremony. Not desirable.

Best to have registered and approved premises.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Public access discourages forced weddings, weddings under duress, and allows it to become a guarded event out of the public eye.

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

To be married in church should be the prerogative of church goers.
It ridicules the faith of the church if it is used just as a pretty venue.

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No. Premises should be registered in advance with the General Registrar Office.

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

To ensure some standardisation and minimum standard is maintained.

Consultation Question 53:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No. Pre approval should be compulsory, not optional.

Please share your views below:

The Registrar General.

Chapter 8: Registration



Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

At some future date. When Government databases have proved some reliability. The current record is not good....

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

NO. to have witnesses is essential to avoid scam ceremonies.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Both parties must give consent.

Consultation Question 59:

No

Please expand on your answer:

What is the point of a marriage if the couple do not live together?

Lays open is misuse of marriages where the couple have not even met!

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

A couple is only married when they have gone through a marriage ceremony.

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding



Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

These should be very much the exception on compassionate grounds and subject to specific circumstances being satisfied.

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Only under very exceptional circumstances.

No

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Defeats the object of marriage of a couple.

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Must be in proper registered premises. Not in an amusement park.

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Unnecessary to get married on a boat. Registered proper venues only.

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 72:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Do not agree with such weddings.

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

I do not believe there is a demand sufficient to detract from all the proper wedding ceremonies. It would only appeal to those who do not put any value
on the actual marriage ceremony and vows. It is not a gimmick.

Consultation Question 74:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is reasonable.

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

At the discretion of the Registration Officer.

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

There should be some discretion.

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

I do not believe there is any discouragement in law at present.

I doubt if your proposals will make any difference, other than to decrease the solemnity of the marriage vows.

What is the cost of implementing these changes?
Is it really a priority at a time of a national crisis?

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

The costs mentioned are totally insignificant in the scheme of the total cost of a wedding event.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

There should be a cheap register office option for getting married without huge expense.

People should not be allowed to marry in non approved venues.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

The purpose of marriage is being misunderstood. To add a wider choice of venues will result in more frivolous marriages concentrating on the
celebration of the event, rather than the commitment the couple are making.

All the think tanks and committees are recognising the importance of marriage in forming a stable family unit in the best interests of children. To
encourage more frivolous marriage ceremonies is a huge mistake.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

There must be clear perimeters within which marriages are conducted.

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Local Authorities are already unable to provide the essential statutory services for which they are responsible. It is a nonsense to give them further duties
unless there is the funding available to implement them with no further detrimental effect of vital essential services.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Can't see how it benefits local authorities. They can't manage to fund the essential services they are already responsible for.

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

There is no need to travel anywhere. Those who do so are misunderstanding the fundamental purpose of a marriage ceremony. It is not a frivolous
holiday event.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

None

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Totally unnecessary.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Totally unnecessary.

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

It is irresponsible of the Government to introduce unnecessary new legislation at a time when the country has acquired unprecedented debt, rising
unemployment, and a devastated business economy.

The Government should abandon this proposal and concentrate on the important matters.
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

n/a

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

n/a

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

n/a

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:



n/a

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Registration services have adapted well to Government restrictions. They have been flexible, adjusted the required processes and assisted all our
customers to enable a suitable, respectful marriage/CP service.

However, we take this opportunity to highlight the difficulties that were encountered.
Information received from Government was at times insufficient for us to provide information to our customers and manage their expectations.
The public wrongly assumed that we had details of the restrictions before they were publicly announced. This resulted in having to make decisions
quickly or that were partial which resulted in discussions with our customers a number of times.

Thousands of ceremonies have been moved, cancelled or rescheduled sometimes more than once. This will have been distressing for the couples and
time consuming for the Local Registration Service (LRS). Delivering ceremonies during the various phases has been challenging in terms of the limiting of
numbers permitted to attend and all the necessary safeguarding. It has been incredibly difficult to deal with couples who just wanted to have the day that
they had planned, and for us to balance the need to provide a meaningful ceremony with providing staff and couples with the safety assurance required.
Ceremonies are understandably shorter and vastly different to the service we previously provided and that couples would have wanted.

Legislation was well prepared for the registration of deaths, but no-one had perhaps considered that a pandemic would have more far reaching
implications. It is hoped that further necessary legislation is developed for any future events to provide as much flexibility around service delivery as
possible.
For example the ability to extend the validity of marriage authorities, and ability to change the venue would have gone some way to limiting the impact on
couples who had to provide fresh notices of marriage and therefore enabling them greater flexibility around the date and location of their ceremony.
Challenges around fees for notices of marriage that required being given again could have been avoided

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

We have no particular view in terms of residency within the registration district, although it is important that any changes do not result in unintended
consequences for another agency, for example benefit fraud, immigration fraud.
However, we would like to enquire if this also means that the requirement to provide evidence of address is also redundant in respect of notice giving.
Why is it necessary to provide evidence of address?
In addition, the Church of England requirement that someone live in the parish would also have to be examined if residency was no longer required.
(Although lasting connection and being on the electoral roll of the church in question are also acceptable qualifications)

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

There are distinct advantages with dealing with part of the notice process online. There may be the opportunity for some initial checks to be undertaken 
and clerical time saved. 
 
However, there are a number of areas of concern with a 2 tier approach; 
 
Local knowledge and understanding in the current process is the best way in which to provide assurance that venues, officiants and couples are linked 
and that all requirements will be in place to allow a legal ceremony to take place. 
The consultation paper refers to the use of designated register offices as having already broken the local link. However, it does not examine whether or 
not there are any difficulties with this particular system, neither does it acknowledge that they designated register office model is to be abandoned in 
2021. With the changes to the DRO model a more localised service will be in place for the local community. 
If the Public Protection and Counter Fraud agenda of the Government remains at the heart of any changes to marriage law, it is important that the value 
of local knowledge is not underestimated. This can be further demonstrated by Home Office UKVI who changed the model in which local ICE teams and 
local registration services liased over suspicions of fraud, preferring a centralised model. This destroyed the links between the local teams and resulted in 
registration officers feeling impotent when reporting suspected sham marriages This strategy is being revised with the reestablishment of regional ICE 
teams and the links with registration services. 
 
Attendance - With regard to the need for a person giving notice, on line or by post having to attend a face to face meeting at a later date, we agree that 
this is vital, we therefore welcome the proposal at 4.53 of the removal of tacit consent where authority for marriage or civil partnership would be given 
automatically at the end of the notice period whether or not the interview had been attended. This is essential so couples understand that without a face 
to face appointment they will not be able to legally marry 
This requirement seems to undermine the reasons given in the consultation document to support the giving of notices by post or on line. The



consultation document describes the need to attend a face to face appointment to give notice as being “inconvenient and time-consuming” From the
perspective of registration services the proposed 2 stage approach would potentially pose a double handling issue, where instead of the preliminaries
being dealt with in one hit, time would be needed to deal with online notices and postal notices and additional time would be required for the face to face
interview. However, it is acknowledged that some time may be recovered through a shorter notice appointment. 
There is no acknowledgement of the role of the face to face interview as a valuable tool in the Public Protection and Counter Fraud agenda. Much of the
meeting is spent observing relationships for evidence of sham or duress, mental capacity issues. Registrars will engage couples in conversations which
will elicit other information where fraud can be detected.

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Minimum of 7 days prior to the ceremony. During the busy months for marriages and civil partnerships it would be extremely difficult to see all couples 7
days prior to the ceremony, however if it were possible for people to be seen earlier that would allow the opportunity for registration services to manage
their resources effectively.
If attendance is to produce documentation the sufficient time will be required in the event that a further appointment has to be made

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

In general if was felt that there may be a place for interviews to be held remotely. In terms of those that may require an in person interview, it is not clear
how that decision is made. Is it from the remote meeting or through an examination of the online information/evidence?

Huge focus of the notice interview is the examination of physical evidence for accuracy, validity and authenticity of documentation as well as identifying
potential fraud/sham/coercion/ forced etc. This is in line with the strategic objective of the Home Office with the Public Protection and Counter Fraud
initiative. Consideration would therefore have to be given to the risk of such an introduction and what can be put in place to reduce that risk
Whilst not impossible via a remote facility, face to face meetings provide the opportunity to read body language of couples providing further evidence for
the registrar to report potential issues.

We can see the advantage under special circumstances such as those with terminal/serious illness, housebound or detained

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

We agree with this.
We would support an in person interview a minimum of 7 days before the wedding, which could also be done remotely should the circumstances dictate.
The other party would have to be responsible for the submission of any required documentation covering both parties

Consultation Question 9:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes. Consideration would have to be given to whether there were parts of the notice that could be modified to allow notices to be published but
protecting those at risk.
Consideration would have to be given to Data Protection with online notices and the legal gateway for publishing in this way

Consultation Question 10:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes but in reflecting our comments in question 4, the necessary legislation in place to enable the validity to be extended and potentially the location to be
modified in the event of a national emergency should be considered

Consultation Question 11:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Whilst we can see a potential benefit consideration might be given to indicating the ‘organisation’ instead, especially if staff/officiants change often. For 
example “deputy superintendent registrar, district of Anytown” 
The registration service should be able to issue and amended schedule if required ensuring that it was cost recoverable if a variety of checks need to be 
carried out in relation to the replacement.



There is however the issue of additional burden if the name of the officiant changes a number of times and this may negate the advantages of the
proposal

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, although. where the substitution has taken place at short notice, there should be a duty placed upon the substitute officiant to contact the
registration service to confirm that this was the case or a method of informing the registration service of the substitution via the schedule. If there is to be
a ‘register of officiants’ then the registrar would need enough time to ensure that the replacement was registered to ensure the ceremony was legal.

Please share your views below:

Yes, in the case of an officiant being incapable through Drink or Drugs

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Although not a direct question for the local registration service it was felt that universal civil preliminaries would negate the need for this

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Although not a direct question for the local registration service it was felt that universal civil preliminaries would negate the need for this

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Although not a direct question for the local registration service it was felt that universal civil preliminaries would negate the need for this

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Although not a direct question for the local registration service it was felt that universal civil preliminaries would negate the need for this

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Although not a direct question for the local registration service it was felt that universal civil preliminaries would negate the need for this.
This is in line with civil preliminaries and was introduced as a better practice in 2000 on the back of sham provisions. At the same time 48 hour licenses
were stopped as it was considered that this was not sufficient time for couples to consider marriage. Equally requiring both parties to give notice ensures
that they are not able to plan a marriage without the other party being aware

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

All weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries to provide a consistent mechanism of legal preliminaries across all settings.
The process would be more robust and avoid confusion where couples are unsure what they are required to do. Sham and forced marriages would be
more likely to be detected as would any potential to detect any other crime given the training and regular technical assessments the registration service
undergo. The Church of England (and Wales) would also find that they are no longer burdened by the need to ensure that many clergy are up to date on
legal requirements for marriage particularly as many clergy do very few weddings throughout their entire careers.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

If the proposal was to have a list of licensed officiants then all should be treated in the same way. Some religious premises prefer the attendance of a civil
registrar for the ceremony.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Although not a question specifically for the local registration service. yes but would have to be on a central database as an officiant as above – one
process for all and therefore simplistic for customers to save any confusion

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

1 -Authority for an officiant to act within a church should be given from a central committee for that religious building

2 -If a specific location(building for non-religious belief meetings) is required for ceremonies then yes nominated officiants should be identified on a
central database of officiants

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Exclusions appears to be sensible, for example, political parties, bodies which promote political parties, candidates or causes, sporting organisations,
trade unions, representative bodies of employers, and chambers of commerce.
Include any criminal groups or outlawed organisations.

Consultation Question 25:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, with clear requirements and guidelines to prevent clandestine marriages taking place

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Yes, provided that the same is extended to civil weddings, see question 11



Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, however given that they would only be able to officiate at civil weddings and there are already a body of people who, this consultation propose, are
only able to officiate at civil weddings (registrars) we do not agree that independent celebrants should be considered as officiant. They could be
celebrants but not officiants This consultation promotes that the roles are different.

Consultation Question 30:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, there should be a prescribed list of criteria which a person has to satisfy and evidenced before being added to a ‘list’
A mechanism would also need to be put in place to manage the list and remove any person (or organisation) that breaches any stated requirements and
ongoing assessment

Consultation Question 31:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

1 Agreed.
2 Agreed
3 Knowledge of legal aspects need to be maintained. Registrars undertake a considerable amount of training in order to carry out their duties. It has not
been mentioned as yet in the consultation questions of how discrepancies on the day of the ceremony are dealt with. what happens if there is an
objection on the day?
What happens if one of the parties divulges information that presents an issue? Sufficient and reqular training will be required and checks carried out to
ensure correct application. It is not clear from the consultation how this will be achieved in practice

In line with the proposals at 3.53 they should also have to declare that they will not act in conflict with their role by means of commercialisation, for
example requiring a couple to purchase other services or received commissions from referrals to other service providers

Consultation Question 32:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

A religious organisation, as others, need to ensure that the costs of the provision of a service including all ancillary items are covered within the fee, but
agree not elevating the making of profits

Consultation Question 33:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

As question 32.

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Whilst we agree with the principle, the practice will be very difficult. The advantage of civil registrars is that there is a structure of monitoring and
assessment embedded which is well established. It is not easily understood how the General Register Office will be able to carry this out in practical terms

Consultation Question 40:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Any list of officiants needs to be maintained and their continuous development recorded in some way.
At the very least there would need to be notification of change of circumstances ie, illness/death/retirement,
confirmation periodically that there is no change in the status of the authorised officiant. This point is born from the situation which persists with the
registration of authorised persons under current provisions. non-conformist churches are supposed to notify changes of address, retirement or death of
authorised persons to the General Register Office. Whilst maintaining the list is a huge undertaking, if it is not done the true position is not known which
causes all sorts of difficulties.
By having a time limit it enables a natural refresh of the list held. It is considered that this should be undertaken at least every two years to be assured
that the named person can be included on the schedule, should that be the course of action.

Consultation Question 41:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Agreed. We also feel that a time limit that can be refreshed/extended would also assist

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

1a - Yes

1b - We feel that as this has been the point at which an impediment to marriage has been revealed and prevented a bigamous marriage from occurring
this should remain. This public declaration is the final point at which such an issue can be declared, and in the case of someone potentially committing a
crime, is very public and makes them less likely to proceed where there is an impediment

2 -Yes although civil preliminaries would negate this requirement

3 - Yes
4 - Yes

Consultation Question 43:



Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, with the inclusion of Q42. Guidance as to the form of the ceremony would be helpful to assist couples (in the way we do now).

Consultation Question 44:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Although not a direct question for the local registration service, we agree

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

We receive a number of requests for the addition of some religious content, for example candles, incense, some wording from the book of common
prayer, a favourite hymn (a family favourite or connection) as these are seen more as tradition as opposed to a religious connection.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, linked to the comments in Q45

Consultation Question 47:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

We are concerned at how legal objections could be made (unless that was to change). It does not deal with potential situations of forced marriage or
where a marriage under duress is suspected.
If civil preliminaries were introduced, then the legalities are dealt with and therefore this could be safely repealed in the knowledge that the legal
marriage has taken place

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, consideration would have to be given to inclement weather if outdoors were an option. Experience has shown that couples are reluctant to change a
location from an ‘outdoor permanent structure’ to somewhere more enclosed.
The location would also need to be safe. Who would be liable for potential injury, damage to schedule, safety of the officiant, guests etc
One suggestion could be a licence within the geographical boundary of an area. This would provide a number of options for couples including temporary
coverings for a particular area.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

We are concerned at how legal objections could be made (unless that was to change). It does not deal with potential situations of forced marriage or
where a marriage under duress is suspected.
If civil preliminaries were introduced, then the legalities are dealt with and therefore this could be safely repealed in the knowledge that the legal
marriage has taken place

Consultation Question 50:



Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

We feel that if people wish to marry in a church then it would tend to be for religious reasons. However, it is appreciated that society is changing and
therefore a connection with a church (or non-religious venue) for the couple ought to be considered regardless of the type of ceremony they choose

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

There needs to be consideration as to the parameters around approval of a location. For example, health and safety, accessibility, insurance
responsibility.
Whether there would need to be a regulated (or at least suitable guidance) authority to oversee the approval of a location such as the local authority or
the General Register Office to ensure safety and compliance?

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Agreed the assessment of the location should be documented, please see Q52

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Agreed. It is suggested that the local authority could be responsible as per the current licencing of premises and in a similar way to authorisation of other
public ‘events’

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

If the marriage authority remains as is now after notice of marriage is provided then as long as the authority is valid the location of the wedding will have
been given at that point and can be included when the schedule is produced.
If the marriage authority is not to include location and merely states ‘England and Wales’ then the location can be added.
Marriage records currently follow a strict pattern of population, taking into consideration that they are tomorrows history. Therefore a standard approach
would maintain the integrity of the records, if that is considered important

Consultation Question 55:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, but it is felt the Welsh/bi lingual versions should only be used in Wales

Consultation Question 56:

Other

Please expand on your answer:



Yes, if it is robust and reliable with a paper alternative in the event of system failure

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Witnesses must attend. We are uncomfortable that should the requirement for open doors be removed that the absence of witnesses at a ceremony
essentially provides for the abuse of the system providing greater opportunity for forced marriage, or marriages taking place under duress.

3 - In addition, does the proposal at 3 refer to the absence of the signatures of the couple only or the absence of the signature of the officiant, or the
absence of any signatures at all? This needs to be clarified. We would support the lack of signatures of the couple but not the absence of the signature of
the officiant. The alternative is all attending at a later date to sign and witness the schedule

Consultation Question 58:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, however this proposal should also be considered in tandem with the proposal at Q57, where it is proposed that failure to sign the schedule should
not be viewed as a provision under which the marriage should be declared void. As signatures are proposed as a method of conveying consent what
safeguards would be in place to confirm that consent has been given in the absence of witnesses, behind closed doors and without a registration officer
present?

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, however point 2 needs some clarification do you mean someone acting as an officiant or someone authorised as an officiant? We would only support
point 2 if the marriage had been conducted in the presence of an authorised officiant This ties back to Q 57 regarding void marriages.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Does the same proposal apply to couples who have culturally lived as a married couple because they have had a non religious legal ceremony in the UK?

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

In the case of terminal illness, the civil requirements work well. There does appear to be an issue with archbishops licence under these circumstances. 
Feedback from some clergy is that the process is much more onerous than a civil Registrar General’s licence. This tends to result in the clergy encouraging 
couples to go down the civil route as it is quicker and easier. 
A streamline universal process would provide couples with a choice that is not always there now 
 
Housebound and Detained Provisions



We feel that there is scope to simplify the process. The current provisions are complex and it can be problematic. 
Determining which piece of legislation applies and the subsequent explanation to the couple can be difficult. 
We would welcome a simplified legislative platform with which to work

Consultation Question 63:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

It is felt the current process is suitable

Consultation Question 64:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Agreed provided supporting documentation is in place

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

(1) Agreed
(2) Partly agreed. Recent events have demonstrated the advantages of flexibility, but this has to be balanced with the protection of all (including the
potential for fraud/forced marriage)
(3) Partly agreed. Recent events have demonstrated the advantages of flexibility, but this has to be balanced with the protection of all (including the
potential for fraud/forced marriage)
(4) If RON (registration online) is to be the legal register then different copies of the schedule can be signed. However this must be witnessed by the
witnesses and the officiant so completed in the correct order. There may require an additional declaration for remotely viewed signatures to be
completed by the witnesses and officiant to state they had witnessed the signatures remotely.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consideration needs to be given to length of the emergency. Events of 2020 and the guidelines put in place by the government only restricted weddings
for a few months. Thereafter weddings could take place albeit with smaller numbers attending. Perhaps greater flexibility to remote access for guests and
physical attendance by couples, witnesses and officiants is a better solution given the comments above

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, taking into consideration the above comments.

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Commercial tankers and military vessels

Consultation Question 71:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, although a rank or position of the officiant would be consistent with previous comments

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, should be on GRO list of officiants

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consistent provisions should be made

Consultation Question 74:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

There should be some time limit albeit an extended one.

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

The fee should be the same as in all cases where a registration officer must travel to the person giving notice, set nationally on a cost recovery basis. It is
essential that cost of provision is met by those requiring the service and not subsidised by the local community. Consideration could be given for local
waiving of fee if that was considered appropriate

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

There is more to a civil wedding than that of the attendance of a registration officer. The current fees cover all expenditure relating to the wedding. This
includes support staff responsible for administering the booking, IT and support, scheduling staff attendance, travel, registering the wedding, issuing the
certificate etc.
We note that there is not a proposal that fees for other types of officiants are set nationally. All officiants need to be able to cost recover for the service
provided, regardless of what that is. Customer choice will determine how their wedding will be delivered and how much they are content to pay
The cost of staffing is as variable around the country as is the cost of living. Local authorities must be left to set their own fees to recover the true costs of
service delivery.

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, local authorities must be able to recover all costs and/or the flexibility to waive.

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Local authorities must be left to set their own fees to recover the true costs of service delivery with the flexibility to waive if it sees fit.

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Yes with the flexibility to waive or partially waive the fee if it sees fit

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

For some groups potentially yes, if they have a strong belief against the options currently in place. However, we feel for others, it is about flexibility of
location.
It is difficult for us to comment on whether proposals would facilitate an increase in the number of people getting married

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

1 - The current cost of a register office wedding is £46.00. This does not cover the cost of provision. Availability may have been restricted in some local 
authorities due to not being able to recover the cost 
 
2 - The fees which you refer to within the consultation are not only for the attendance of staff at the ceremony. Within the costing model is the need to 
recover all costs associated with taking and maintaining a booking, chasing notices, supplying official documentation, chasing moneys, assisting couples



to prepare their ceremonies, clearing personal vows, enhancement requests, changing dates, changing times, scheduling staff, training staff, licences for
software, staff costs for the delivery of all of these services. The variance would relate to the costs incurred by their services on a regional basis and
potentially the ability of the local authority to subsidise the cost of service provision. 
 
The consultation document details the difference in charges, but our research indicates that these compare favourably with those charges made by
independent celebrants for the delivery of a much reduced non statutory service. 
If this consultation seeks to draw such comparisons it perhaps should compare with the costs of the provision of non-statutory ceremonies by
registration services which are much the same as the service delivered by independent celebrants in relation to marriages. 
 
3 - We do not feel we can comment 
 
 
4 & 5 We appreciate that for couples who have a special location in mind that the current law must be frustrating in having to undertake a legally
recognised wedding before the ceremony they wish at their chosen location

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

1 - Under present conditions there are no benefits to be had of the proposed scheme in relation to the availability of register office weddings and
certainly no savings related to them at all. Register Office weddings will remain the lowest cost option available for couples, and unless registration
services are able to recover their costs then it is unlikely that there will be an increase in availability. The current legal requirement for there to be only 1
register office in any registration district also limits the numbers of ceremonies which can take place in these rooms in any one day. The potential of only
one registrar instead of two will help, but a proper cost recovery analysis would have to be undertaken if this was to remain a statutory fee.

2 - There will be savings available without the need for pre-approval, however these will be dependent on where couples chose to hold their ceremony.
Hospitality settings may have no option but to try to maintain their current charging levels post pandemic in an effort to recover lost revenue. Many
hospitality settings which are currently approved venues may well no longer be in operation. The ability for couples who wish to have weddings in their
local village halls and other such settings will offer some financial benefits relating to catering and corkage charges as will the ability to have their wedding
in their private homes and other outdoor settings.

3 - These are likely to be minimal saving only with the cost of a register office wedding which is currently £46.00. Under the new proposals, notices would
be required and the cost of the officiant at their chosen ceremony would be an additional cost

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

1 - The current regulations permit for the licence to be granted for a minimum of 3 years but can be granted indefinitely. The advantage of a licenced
venue is the assurance of meeting health and safety requirements, conditions around grant of approval are met and that the rooms have a maxiumum
safe occupancy. The extension of the licence to say the geographical boundary of the venue, to include outdoor gardens, building etc would maintain the
above whilst ensuring the flexibility of location within that geographical boundary. In our experience we have only ever refused one application in
conjunction with the venue due to accessibility.

2 - The current law does restrict us, but only in terms of currently having to use marriage registers. With the introduction of the schedule system we will
be able to offer more availability, adjusting workforce as required.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

1 - The proposal for the officiant to determine the suitability of a premise may meet with a challenge from the couple, who may in turn ask other
officiants until they are able to have the location they wish. It is essential, if this is proposal is deemed appropriate that the guidance and application of
such is consistent. We think that this can only be achieved with overview by a ‘body’ whether that be the local authority or GRO

2 - As mentioned above changes to the schedule system and the requirement of on officiant will naturally improve any availability

3 - This is clearly a benefit subject to religious officiants and non-religious belief organisations wishing to do so

4 - There is an assumption that numbers of weddings will increase. With the proposed change in authorisation of locations, some venues may suffer with
a loss of business

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Impact on the current law on local authorities 
 
Advantages and disadvantages



The requirement for 2 registration officers to attend at a wedding ceremony causes a resourcing issue as does the need for registers to be taken to
venues when these are finite resources. The potential change to the schedule system will assist in this regard. The change to one person attending
provides the flexibility for the registration service to meet any increasing demand 
The limitations and interpretations available to Registration officials with regard to format of ceremony and where that ceremony can take place do place
unnecessary pressures on a service which at its heart wants to provide couples with the type of ceremony they want regardless of where they are getting
married. As a registration service, we are prevented under current law from being as flexible as we would like to be. 
The advantages of the current system for local authorities are: 
• ensuring that services are self funding to eliminate burden on our citizens except where fees are statutory based 
• Accountability in the event of complaints 
• Assurance in relation to the proper licensing of events and planning requirements 
• Ability to train and retain professional registration and celebratory staff 
• Ability to set pay levels and offer contracts which suit the forecasted needs of the service 
• Able to plan out schedules and ceremony timings to use staff and resources as economically as possible 
• Able to accurately forecast workloads, income and recruitment needs. 
• Able to target marketing to support our approved venues and other organisations within the industry 
 
Potential Benefits of proposed scheme 
 
The main benefits would be more choice of locations for potential wedding couples. This may bring additional challenges to local authorities in a
proposed more flexible schedule system. 
 
We feel that we offer a very flexible marriage offer, from statutory ceremonies through to the maximum flexibility the law currently allows. 
There is an opportunity to gain from the changes for those areas that have a good wedding market, but will equally be challenging for those that do not.
The important aspect is that all services, regardless of what they are, are cost recoverable so that cost burdens do not fall on the community

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

We feel that couples currently have plenty of choice as to where to get married and are prepared to travel to do so if another area is significant to them

An easier notice process with virtual options could make this easier, but again, we need to be mindful of sham marriages

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

This may be easier if all records are held in one central point electronically

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

Local Authorities – 
Potential loss of revenue: 
Approved Venues Licences 
Approved venue ceremonies 
Designated Notices 
Notices of marriage 
Staffing 
Potential loss of trained and experienced ceremony staff due to a change in working conditions potentially decreasing the amount of work on offer. 
Potential restructure/redundancy costs 
Training costs to replace staff 
Potential increased administrative costs 
 
Businesses 
 
Potential investment in alterative structures/safe locations for ceremonies. Reduction in income with changes in customer demand. 



Religious/non religious belief organisations 
 
Uncertain. Potential flurry of demand for new market 
 
Independent officiants 
Potential increased income or greater competition 
 
Couples 
Couples may bear the cost of elements which will be passed onto them, in particular where there are one off venues being used. Currently cost are fixed,
but this would potentially be more fluid under some of the proposals
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

A large part of the new proposal is about sham or forced marriages. This does not improve things for ordinary weddings, and it is easily sidelined for
weddings for criminal purposes. It adds no value.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Receipt of post would need to be proven. As the proposal suggests a 28 day notice period with the in-person interview sometime during that, then that
would be fine.

However, what about in extreme situations? My father married in hospital (where he had been found to be terminally ill with cancer). He died 13 days
later in the same hospital. For various reasons, it is good to allow this kind of arrangement to continue. How is that covered?

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

The important aim of the in-person interview is to establish bona fides. In most cases, this is not an issue, so it could happen on the day of the wedding.
However, that could pressurise the interview. Therefore at least one day might be wise.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Given everyone's experience of Zoom and the like, I think that it is difficult to avoid in-person interviews for such important purposes as establishing bona
fides. During a pandemic lockdown, there might be some value in video interviews but I think that would be the exception rather than the rule. Without
in-person interviews, you could not guarantee a free and fair discussion.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

I cannot see any reason why this should not continue.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Risk of harm might need to be expanded to avoid unintentional consequences. For instance, commercial or inheritance issues might be included too.

Consultation Question 10:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I have an alternative proposal. How about the schedule IS the marriage certificate? The registrar carries out the legal process at the registrar's office. This
covers the interview and the legal process (signing). The original documents are therefore kept in the government office, and the couple can buy as many
copies as they want or need.

The concerns of the government are around ensuring that valid, not sham or forced weddings occur. This is for various reasons, not least property law
and tax. The practice in other countries is to make the legal process happen in government offices and I do not see anything wrong with that. The social
part of the wedding ceremony is then freed from all of the constraints (registered buildings, special words, religious variations, dance/music whatever).
The legal part could be carried out on the same day as the rest of the event or on different days.

The Law Society proposal makes much more work for people, e.g. inspecting buildings/locations for suitability, training officiants, sending the schedule to
the office (what if it gets lost or is never sent - would the wedding become unregistered without people noticing?).

Consultation Question 11:

No



Please expand on your answer:

More work - and what if the officiant cannot make it or is off sick?

Consultation Question 12:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

More complications - unnecessary in my proposal (you would staff the registrars' office with sufficient qualified cover).

Please share your views below:

More complications - unnecessary in my proposal (you would staff the registrars' office with sufficient qualified cover).

Consultation Question 13:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The legal side should be covered within England and Wales.

Consultation Question 14:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Again, go with my solution to the problem: legal side of the wedding happens in Government Offices. The war damage or terrorist attack could be
rewritten if needed.

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Internet publication would seem preferable and apply to all. A paper copy of the notification could be posted in the location of the proposed social event
if wanted.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Separation of church and state would be a better idea. Do the legal bit in a registrar's office.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

The process should be the same - use the registrar, not the clergy for the interviews.

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

The process should be the same - use the registrar, not the clergy for the interviews.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The process should be the same - use the registrar, not the clergy for the legal process of the wedding. Then the social event can be handled as people
desire, without any legal constraints or confusion.

Consultation Question 20:



Other

Please expand on your answer:

There would only be civil weddings - the religious/social celebration would be a separate events, with no need to officiate.
If religious weddings continue then stopping registrars officiating would just seem awkward.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Why would you want more?

Consultation Question 22:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Preferred solution is to have all weddings registered in registry offices.

Consultation Question 23:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Again, more work (read bureaucracy). If all weddings are formalised at registry offices then the problem is solved.

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Again, more work (read bureaucracy). If all weddings are formalised at registry offices then the problem is solved.

Please share your views below:

Again, more work (read bureaucracy). If all weddings are formalised at registry offices then the problem is solved.

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Again, more work (read bureaucracy). If all weddings are formalised at registry offices then the problem is solved.
The requirement for registration comes from the Government. The idea of marriage comes from God.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Again, more work (read bureaucracy). If all weddings are formalised at registry offices then the problem is solved.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Again, more work (read bureaucracy). If all weddings are formalised at registry offices then the problem is solved.

Consultation Question 28:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Again, more work (read bureaucracy). If all weddings are formalised at registry offices then the problem is solved.

Consultation Question 29:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Again, more work (read bureaucracy). If all weddings are formalised at registry offices then the problem is solved.

Consultation Question 30:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Again, more work (read bureaucracy). If all weddings are formalised at registry offices then the problem is solved.

Consultation Question 31:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Again, more work (read bureaucracy). If all weddings are formalised at registry offices then the problem is solved.

Consultation Question 32:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Again, more work (read bureaucracy). If all weddings are formalised at registry offices then the problem is solved.
Given the work involved if this proposal in accepted into law, it would be very difficult not to make officiant into a new profession, like wedding planners.

Consultation Question 33:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Again, more work (read bureaucracy). If all weddings are formalised at registry offices then the problem is solved.

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Again, more work (read bureaucracy). If all weddings are formalised at registry offices then the problem is solved.

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Again, more work (read bureaucracy). If all weddings are formalised at registry offices then the problem is solved.

Consultation Question 36:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Again, more work (read bureaucracy). If all weddings are formalised at registry offices then the problem is solved.

Consultation Question 37:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Again, more work (read bureaucracy). If all weddings are formalised at registry offices then the problem is solved.

Consultation Question 38:



Other

Please expand on your answer:

Again, more work (read bureaucracy). If all weddings are formalised at registry offices then the problem is solved.

Consultation Question 39:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Again, more work (read bureaucracy). If all weddings are formalised at registry offices then the problem is solved.

Consultation Question 40:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Again, more work (read bureaucracy). If all weddings are formalised at registry offices then the problem is solved.
However, with more law changes, no limit and continuing professional development seem at odds.

Consultation Question 41:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Again, more work (read bureaucracy). If all weddings are formalised at registry offices then the problem is solved.
However, with more law changes, no limit and continuing professional development seem at odds.

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Again, more work (read bureaucracy). If all weddings are formalised at registry offices then the problem is solved.
1 (b) should not be required to express that there is no impediment to their marrying each other (with the issue of impediments being addressed during
the preliminaries) - seems to be removing one of only two points in making the wedding valid. This risks making the whole event much less solemn and
serious.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If all weddings are formalised at registry offices then the problem is solved.
People can already have social/religious celebrations according to their own ideas.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Again, more work (read bureaucracy). If all weddings are formalised at registry offices then the problem is solved. What people do in their religious events
is then down to their preferences.

Consultation Question 45:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Again, more work (read bureaucracy). If all weddings are formalised at registry offices then the problem is solved. What people do in their religious events
is then down to their preferences. Mixing religious content in civil ceremonies will only result in more problems.



Please share your views below:

Again, more work (read bureaucracy). If all weddings are formalised at registry offices then the problem is solved. What people do in their religious events
is then down to their preferences. Mixing religious content in civil ceremonies will only result in more problems.
This question proves my point!

Consultation Question 46:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Bizarre law. Again, more work (read bureaucracy). If all weddings are formalised at registry offices then the problem is solved. What people do in their
religious events is then down to their preferences.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Again, more work (read bureaucracy). If all weddings are formalised at registry offices then the problem is solved. The open doors requirement is about
making weddings open to all and therefore public, and not just private, affairs. This is also a protection against forced or sham marriages.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Again, more work (read bureaucracy). If all weddings are formalised at registry offices then the problem is solved. What people do in their celebratory
events is then down to their preferences. This also avoids worrying about "dignified" and "safe" places.

Please share your views below:

Again, more work (read bureaucracy). If all weddings are formalised at registry offices then the problem is solved. What people do in their celebratory
events is then down to their preferences. This also avoids worrying about "dignified" and "safe" places.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This comes back to the open doors requirement and the protection that this can provide in special circumstances.

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

No

Please expand on your answer:

Again, more work (read bureaucracy). If all weddings are formalised at registry offices then the problem is solved. This question is another proof that the
Law Commission's proposal is much more complex than is necessary.

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Again, more work (read bureaucracy). If all weddings are formalised at registry offices then the problem is solved.

Consultation Question 52:

No



Please expand on your answer:

Again, more work (read bureaucracy). If all weddings are formalised at registry offices then the problem is solved.
This could also result in officiants having more control than they should.

No

Please expand on your answer:

Again, more work (read bureaucracy). If all weddings are formalised at registry offices then the problem is solved.

Consultation Question 53:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Again, more work (read bureaucracy). If all weddings are formalised at registry offices then the problem is solved.

Please share your views below:

Again, more work (read bureaucracy). If all weddings are formalised at registry offices then the problem is solved.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

All the existing data requirements from the Marriage Certificate should be kept.

Consultation Question 55:

No

Please expand on your answer:

English only or in both English and Welsh.

Consultation Question 56:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Electronic registration should be in addition to paper registration, rather than a replacement for it.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Making the legal process happen in Registrars' offices solves this problem. Lapsing authority should not be a concern for people who do not know
anything about it.

No

Please expand on your answer:

Making the legal process happen in Registrars' Offices solves this problem. But I cannot believe that after answering all these questions, the Law
Commission is seriously suggesting that these "contractual" norms should not affect the certification.

Consultation Question 58:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Making the legal process happen in Registrars' offices solves this problem.

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I thought that this "common law definition" did not exist. Making the legal process happen in Registrars' offices solves this problem.

Consultation Question 60:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

How often has this been used since it was introduced?

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Making the legal process happen in Registrars' offices solves this problem.

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

My father was married in hospital 13 days before he died. The process and the law seemed to work well and the hospital staff really helped.

Consultation Question 63:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Making the legal process happen in Registrars' offices help with this problem. The registrar who officiated at Dad's wedding in hospital recorded his death
a couple of weeks later in his office.

Consultation Question 64:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not sure what this impacts but one of my daughters had to get a special licence from a Church of England person (bishop?) to have a wedding in a CoE
building. This was certainly useful in the strange circumstances. This kind of urgent arrangement needs to be maintained.

Consultation Question 65:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Making the legal process happen in Registrars' offices solves this problem (plus see on hospital case above).

Consultation Question 66:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Making the legal process happen in Registrars' offices solves this problem (plus see on hospital case above).



Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Making the legal process happen in Registrars' offices helps solve this problem by using video technology which could include recording and keeping the
recording in the office system. The registrar's system would have to have the relevant security and be able to safely store the recordings somewhere off
site.
Depending on third parties could cause all kinds of IT problems.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

It would be useful to define all. I ask because it is the broadest term and suggests that there are some within the all which have previously been discussed
and should be mentioned for special debate.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not sure

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Making the legal process happen in Registrars' offices solves this problem. What people do at sea is their business.

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Making the legal process happen in Registrars' offices solves this problem. What people do at sea is their business.

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Making the legal process happen in Registrars' offices solves this problem. What people do at sea is their business.

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Making the legal process happen in Registrars' offices solves this problem. What people do at sea is their business.

Consultation Question 72:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Making the legal process happen in Registrars' offices solves this problem. What people do at sea is their business.

No

Please expand on your answer:

Making the legal process happen in Registrars' offices solves this problem. What people do at sea is their business.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Making the legal process happen in Registrars' offices solves this problem. What people do at sea is their business.



Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Making the legal process happen in Registrars' offices solves this problem. What people do at sea is their business.

Consultation Question 74:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Making the legal process happen in Registrars' offices solves this problem. What people do at sea is their business.

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Sounds better

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Making the legal process happen in Registrars' offices solves this problem.

Consultation Question 78:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Making the legal process happen in Registrars' offices solves this problem.

Consultation Question 79:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Making the legal process happen in Registrars' offices solves this problem.

Consultation Question 80:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Making the legal process happen in Registrars' offices solves this problem.

Consultation Question 81:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Making the legal process happen in Registrars' offices solves this problem.

Consultation Question 82:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Either

Consultation Question 84:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Making the legal process happen in Registrars' offices solves this problem.

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

The Law Commission's proposals seem to involve many more costs than the existing system. Therefore, weddings would tend to be more expensive once
these costs are fully in place. This would discourage people on financial terms.
The process in other countries, where the legal part is held mostly in registrars' offices and the celebration is separate, seems to be a much simpler
process to understand and avoids the additional costs. People would then be able to have the legal advantages of a marriage certificate and can decide
on the expenses of the celebration as a completely separate and optional event.
In particular, the centralised approach to most weddings will make it very clear to those unfamiliar with English practice that they have a legal wedding.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I think that the Law commission's proposal makes it much more complex and I would see it as a lost opportunity to simplify the law at the same time as
protecting people in vulnerable positions.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I think that the Law commission's proposal makes it much more complex and I would see it as a lost opportunity to simplify the law at the same time as
protecting people in vulnerable positions. These proposals do not address the necessity of a separate, legally recognised wedding and any consequent
savings.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

The overall costs seem to be going up, from my reading of the proposal.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Weddings can be expensive, especially if all the bells and whistles are expected. My own wedding was not an expensive one. With my children (four are
married), I gave them each a budget. If they wanted to add to that, that was their decision. They could spend it on five people or five hundred and adjust
the portion size accordingly! The celebration event was what cost money. The legalities were very cheap - less than £100 in each case.
I think that it is useful to separate the legalities from the celebration, and that is how the law can help. This proposal does not simply or make it cheaper.
As we have seen during the pandemic, the legalities and formalities are the bit that stays when the numbers are kept low by the Government. The law
should help.
The business opportunities may help the Exchequer, but actually, I think that the number of weddings could reduce.

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Making the legal process happen in Registrars' offices would help local authorities. The current law is therefore not as useful to local authorities as it
could be.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

The proposal could make life more difficult for LAs and even more expensive for weddings. Hence I do not think that it will make weddings more
common.

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No comment

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No comment

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No comment

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No comment

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

I would expect costs to all parties to rise.





Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Invites the couple to act on a whim without due consideration and commitment: A holiday romance, instead of a lifetime partnership.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Makes the process easier. However, this must not take the place of a face-to-face meeting prior to the wedding.

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

As a means of ensuring prior thought and planning for this sacred union to take place.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

It is essential to have face-to-face meetings for security.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

These are special circumstances and special licence should apply.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As an additional "Bann" online notices should be allowed, not as an exclusive means of giving public notice.

Consultation Question 10:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Once the bann is read for a specific marriage ceremony, additional readings should be issued if the ceremony had to be cancelled for whatever reason.

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This underlines the serious commitment that is being made. It is official and honours the dignity of marriage.

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Covid restrictions have shown that it is important to be flexible in certain circumstances.

Please share your views below:

Only a person who upholds the sanctity of marriage such as a registrar or minister of the church. Anyone else would weaken the dignity of the service.

Consultation Question 13:



No

Please expand on your answer:

We are still a United Kingdom and should be ready to recognise this.

Consultation Question 14:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Once you include alternatives, the position of the church is weakened in society. Please God we will not experience war again in this country!

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

I assumed that it was only for the church where the wedding is to be held. The parish priest or vicar would notify the parish of the bride or groom's
childhood/previous parish to ensure a bigamous wedding was prevented.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes. People should be open and honest and show their desire to enter into marriage , which is a legal and binding partnership. Declaring this to a
minister of religion shows commitment and dedication.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes. both are responsible individuals who will be promising a lifetime of love and support to one another.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

The state is trying to manipulate a secular society. Government oversees law and order, but we are all accountable to God. Government should
encourage a healthy relationship with the Church, for the benefit of the nation. Our Christian roots should be valued and propagated.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The religious minister must be present to represent God; to make the occasion solemn and binding in God's sight, that it be a unique, lifetime promise of
the bride and groom to care for one another. The minister then welcomes the newly-weds into their parish family, assuring them of support for their
family in their faith journey.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Provided there are two witnesses to ensure both freely enter into the marriage contract.

Consultation Question 22:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The ministers call upon God's blessing on the couple and their families. They remind the bride and groom of their duties to one another and their
promise made in the sight of God. This is not a promise made lightly, but born of love, intending a life-long partnership, whatever circumstances come
their way. The couple will have attended Marriage classes to help them see what such promises look like and invite deeper relationships with their Lord
and God.

Consultation Question 23:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A carte blanche nominee to officiate at weddings would make a mockery of the dignity and solemnity of marriage. Making it into a fancy dress party with
a court jester.

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The civil registrar offers an alternative to a religious wedding ceremony. There is therefore no need to open up the office to humanists or atheists or
jokers.

Please share your views below:

The choice of religious or civil ceremonies covers all bases, so why change what works well. This is just another sneaky way to undermine religion in our
country.

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This would seek to make a marriage worthless with any freaky club mocking the system in the name of democracy. Governments need to uphold and
protect the moral standards of the nation.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Why create another tier of officiants, when the current system is working well?

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Small weirdo groups would use their official status to gain public credability. Society would be weakened and the young would be confused as to what is
wrong and what is right. 'Marriages' might be made between animals or robots, if the current system is changed to invite an anything goes policy.

Consultation Question 28:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Non-religious belief organisations have a civil ceremony. If you don't like the rules, don't get married.

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Break down the institution of marriage and the family and the world will become a savage undisciplined place.

Consultation Question 30:

No



Please expand on your answer:

There could be dishonourable, lawless people who promote one another for the office and attack the whole concept of a caring, peace-loving society.

Consultation Question 31:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Such trained people already exist. No need for extra non-religious officiants.

Consultation Question 32:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The current system works well. No need to allow further non-religious officiants.

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See previous responses

Consultation Question 34:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Wedding brokers are then out for their own gain. They will not offer the care and advice of a clergyman, and simply enact a scene in order to please the
audience. The ceremony might end up being totally undignified and false.

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

How would you police the new officiants? This sounds a recipe for disaster. No need to change a system which works fine, and safeguards the dignity and
solemnity of marriage.

Consultation Question 36:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Surely this is already happening. No need to weaken the dignity and solemnity of the sacrament of marriage.

Consultation Question 37:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

People can be exposed to manipulation and coersion by a minority group officiated wedding. This is a stupid idea and shouldn't even be discussed.

Consultation Question 38:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Don't allow any new officiants other than registrars and clerics.

Consultation Question 39:

Other



Please expand on your answer:

Too late after the horse has bolted and marriage is made a mockery of by having a superficial, themed party conducted by a jester.

Consultation Question 40:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Do not allow any new authorisation of non-religious group officiants. The non religious make use of the civil ceremony already conducted by vetted,
responsible, trained, honourable registrars.

Consultation Question 41:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Independent officiants would reduce the sanctity and solemnity of the wedding. It might take place in an ice rink or a bowling alley, with the officiant a
manager or a supervisor.
The couple are exchanging forever vows and the occasion merits dignity and sincerity. Please do not weaken the status of marriage in a religious or civil
ceremony, by allowing anybody to officiate and the wedding to take place at any venue.

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Because marriage is intended to be a lifelong commitment, the process of preparation for marriage is important. Both parties must undertake the
promises sincerely, freely and honourably. They must be honest with their partners about previous relationships and be free to marry, having had the
banns read in advance. Church ministers usually run marriage preparation classes to explain the solemn vows that will be exchanged. Registrars are
honourable and trained officials who conduct the ceremony with dignity and respect. If small groups were to nominate an individual to act as officiant,
the solemnity might be compromised, and the wedding reduced to a themed party, shallow and unseemly. It would be a parody of a wedding, not be
taken seriously.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This would leave the way open to mockery and abuse, with all the authority of a child's birthday party. Marriage is the glue of our society and weakening
the official ceremony would weaken society as a whole. Please do not allow any new non religious officiants to undermine the church and the nation's
wellbeing.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If people choose a religious wedding, they respect the rite of the marriage ceremony as laid down by the church fathers. The minister calls on God's
blessing for the couple. The ceremony has joy, solemnity and respect for God and man in this celebration of the love of two people. The status of
marriage is a sacramental one, where a lifelong love is promised in the sight of God.

Consultation Question 45:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Church or civil ceremony is the choice to be true to one's beliefs.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No



Please expand on your answer:

Should a couple come to faith after a civil wedding, they should be able to renew their vows/have a blessing in church.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is an age old practice for weddings to take place with an open door. This entitles uninvited guests to witness their friends or family or neighbours to
attend the service and wish them well, where numbers are restricted to the wedding party due to finances. It also enables anyone with a valid reason to
stop the marriage (eg as in a forced marriage, or as in the novel Jane Eyre, when the groom already had a living wife).

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Certain venues lack solemnity and dignity for the occasion, eg McDonald's restaurant, a nudist beach or a football stadium. It would seem to be little
more than a party not a sincere declaration of love and commitment to a lifetime marriage.

Please share your views below:

Church or registry office is fine for the ceremony. The party then can take place in any environment.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See previous answers to this section

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Keep religious ceremonies in religious buildings only to underline the sacredness of the union between man and wife, making a lifelong commitment to
one another in the eyes of God.

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A new officiant might be maverick and go along with any request however unsuitable for the dignity and safety of the attendees.

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

New officiants could abuse their authority and approve unsuitable venues, and the ceremonies would go ahead before officials had a chance to
intervene. Once one such wedding occurs, other madcap schemes would go ahead, and the sacredness of marriage would be eroded and ridiculed.

No

Please expand on your answer:

Stick with clergy or official registrars as the only officiants permitted to marry people.



Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

We ought not to allow hotel managers and supervisors to officiate at a very solemn and dignified occasion, but maintain the role as that of the religious
minister or official registrar.

Please share your views below:

Why create more work? Stick to the status quo.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There need be no changes made to the document/certificate. Pressure from LGBT groups to do so, should not change the truth of birth gender.

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Welsh people should have the choice.

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

A paper wedding certificate should be given as legal proof, just like a passport or driving licence is given. The married couple have entered into a sacred
contract and it is good to have a physical reminder.

The process of electronic registration would be sensible when security can be guaranteed, from a clerical point of view, but this should not take the place
of the paper certificate.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Those wishing to be married must be honest about their personal circumstances and adhere to the regulations.

No

Please expand on your answer:

A clerical error should not render the marriage void. My sister-in-law's mother's name was incorrectly written where the bride's name should have been,
but that mistake was later spotted and rectified. There should be always two witnesses present to acknowledge the wedding has taken place and to share
in the joy of the couple. This guards against young people marrying whilst on holiday without due consideration.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

No

Please expand on your answer:



This allows for a marriage of convenience, in order for a person to remain in the country. A marriage in name only is an insult and a mockery.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It should be a cause for celebration that the couple make clear their commitment to one another my consenting to one another in marriage

Consultation Question 60:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This makes divorce easy, and encourages marriages of convenience, for UK residency.

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

So please don't allow a new unreligious strain of officiant. Stick with ministers of religion and government appointed registrars.

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

To establish that the reason for the speed of the marriage is genuine, that the union is a declaration of their love to God and the world, and that the
terminally ill person is in no way coerced into signing over their estate.

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Given the nature of the illness means hospitalisation, the timing may need to be sudden.

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As above

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Remote ceremonies are impersonal and lack the intimacy required for such a momentous and lifelong commitment.

No

Please expand on your answer:



Patience should be exercised until emergency measures are lifted.

No

Please expand on your answer:

Emergency provision will never satisfy every circumstance. Depending on the nature of the emergency there should be special allowances made upon the
merits of each individual case. During times of war and pandemic guidelines are issued as appropriate and should be adhered to.

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Except for members of the Royal Navy.

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This makes weddings an add-on to a holiday. The dignity and solemnity of the occasion come second to the merry making.

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

As above

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As above

Consultation Question 72:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As above

No

Please expand on your answer:

Please preserve the sanctity of marriage. Do not minimise the ceremony in favour of a party.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As above

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

See above

Consultation Question 74:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Makes the marriage seem insignificant, like sending a postcard when you get back home. It reduces it to a formality, like having your passport stamped.



Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

There should be charitable funds available to assist with fees for these rare circumstances.

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

From charity or via family and friends.

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Is this not covered by the cost of the licence?

Consultation Question 78:

No

Please expand on your answer:

One price for all, whether in the North or South, Labour or Tory council. Like the Royal Mail, it should be a national rate.

Consultation Question 79:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Another expense for the newly-weds. Leave the system as it is.

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The registrar needs to stay within the parameters of their remit and not undertake any additional duties.

Consultation Question 82:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Charitable funds should cover these circumstances.

Consultation Question 83:

(2) there should be no fee.

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

No



Please expand on your answer:

No further officiants are necessary. Ministers and Registrars can and do cope with the level of weddings.

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

This questionnaire is unnecessarily long and repetitive. It would be better to invite comments and collate the answers. I have been put off from filling in
any other such questionnaires. It makes one suspicious of the government's desire to improve the provision of services for weddings, or push through
more LGBT, secular initiatives which minimise the dignity and sanctity of marriage and seek to erode moral standards, thereby harming society.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUVW-Z

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-04 21:15:01

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Private individual

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

The seriousness of a marriage commitment should be reflected by the necessity to take specific steps to demonstrate that intention.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Gives reasonable time for reflection

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This should include a wide responsibility to ensure that what is carried out in the ceremony is fitting for such an important legal commitment.

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This would allow an absentee to become married without even attending the marriage.
The marriage should contain specific wording, which would underline the seriousness of marriage and the ensuing commitment required, such as freely
consenting to lifetime marriage commitment.

The current required wording is very specific and does not make it impossible for participants to include other suitable content that underlines that legal
and enduring commitment.

A marriage should have the same basic content for all participants in all places, so that marriage can be recognised by its solemnity and a public
understanding, rather than a do-it-yourself concoction which has no central recognisable format of its purpose, importance and need of serious thought
and commitment.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a serious commitment, and fundamental to a stable society, including the implications later for children born to that marriage.
Therefore the content is vital for the understanding of the purpose and solemnity required. Without safeguards, 'anything goes' would be the result of the
proposed change.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage ceremonies should be open to society, whether for the protection of people being forced into a marriage, and for the general demonstration
that there is a significant commitment being made which is of public interest for the good of society.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage should only take place in venues where its dignity, solemnity and public value can be maintained. Otherwise it could end up absolutely
anywhere. 'Dignified' and 'Safe' should not be left to someone's personal whim, but to venues where general public acceptance would make those
aspects properly respected.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Suitable venues should be prescribed and not left to individual decision. The proposal leaves the matter to anybody's whim, without control.

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUVB-B

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-04 21:15:13

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

N/a

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

N/a

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Married to my wife of 20 years

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Does not apply

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:



Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is important, and should not be made easy, and trivialised.

Consultation Question 5:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

No, should not be done remotely.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

What is it at the moment?

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Definitely to meet with the couple separately.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes, both should make separate declarations.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

CofE wording is generally good, and this consultation is about reducing any religious aspect to marriage.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Those that do not believe in marriage.

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

I agree with the proposed duty, but it does not go far enough. Officiants should have a wider responsibility to ensure that the content and tone of the
legal ceremony upholds the dignity and solemnity/importance and seriousness of marriage.
The proposals need to define what is meant by ‘dignity’ and ‘solemnity’. The view that ceremonies could take place “in the air” suggests such standards
are easy standards to reach, in which case there is little point in having them.

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It should not be possible for someone to get married without being present at the wedding ceremony. Simply signing the marriage schedule is
inadequate - couples would be able to say anything they like or nothing at all. This is a major departure from the public declarations always considered
foundational to the legal marriage ceremony.
Some specific phrases should be used to show that both parties freely consent to the lifetime commitment they are entering into, but the idea that a
couple should be able to completely personalise their ceremony misunderstands the public nature of marriage.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage, and by extension the marriage ceremony is serious. A particular ceremony should not just be allowed because the couple wants it, but because
it is appropriate for such a significant event.
Marriage is a public institution, and the idea that a couple should be able to choose everything about a wedding ceremony is thus mistaken. A wedding is
a public declaration in which society and the state have an interest.
The concern with unofficial wedding ceremonies is that often they have trivialised marriage.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The “open doors” requirement helps convey the public nature of wedding declarations, and was introduced centuries ago as a protection especially the
vulnerable against forced marriage. This is still a problem in our society - and if it is not, will remind people of why the “open doors” requirement is in
place.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The marriage ceremony is serious and solemn. Venues should not simply be allowed because marrying couples want them, but rather because they are
appropriate places to hold such a significant ceremony.
There are some specific benefits in a wider variety of venues being allowed (for example churches who do not own their own building), but I express
caution that this should not legitimise inappropriate settings.

Please share your views below:

This question specifically asks about couples having ceremonies “in the air”, meaning the safe and dignified test doesn’t seem too hard to meet. Are
weddings to be allowed in McDonald’s? In any shop? In the curb of a road?

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As has been noted in a number of my points, the seriousness and solemnity of a marriage ceremony should not be underestimated: it is a public
commitment, for the good of the two parties, but also for society. Venues should not simply be allowed because marrying couples want them, but
because they are appropriate places to hold such a significant ceremony.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

How would venues be tested for “dignity” and “safety”? While the proposals call for guidance from the General Register Office, the terms are not defined
and stringent safeguards must be included in any reform.

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YF87-K

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-04 21:21:07

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There is no risk of harm so must be public

Consultation Question 10:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Banns should be in area where person lives to allow those who would know to object

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

yes

Consultation Question 16:



Please share your views below:

yes

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

yes

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Can include Catholic Church as Anglican Church about to collapse

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A religious officer should be a Catholic Priest

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

A religious officer should be a Catholic Priest

Consultation Question 23:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

A religious officer should be a Catholic Priest or CofE. (Established UK Religions)

If you allow any "Religious" organisation then this legalises the one man band religion and forced "abducted" marriages as happens already.

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

it should not be possible for someone to get married without being present at the wedding ceremony. Simply signing the marriage schedule is
inadequate.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The idea that a couple should be able to completely personalise their ceremony comes from a wrong view of marriage. A wedding is not just about the
couple. The couple enter into a union which is understood by society and has been legally defined. So society and the law have an interest in the making
of a public declaration. The logic of a wholly self-defined marriage ceremony is for marriage to be decoupled from the law and wider society. Marriage
would become an entirely private matter, rather like a personal hobby

Consultation Question 44:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The idea that a couple should be able to completely personalise their ceremony comes from a wrong view of marriage. A wedding is not just about the
couple. The couple enter into a union which is understood by society and has been legally defined. So society and the law have an interest in the making
of a public declaration. The logic of a wholly self-defined marriage ceremony is for marriage to be decoupled from the law and wider society. Marriage
would become an entirely private matter, rather like a personal hobby

Consultation Question 45:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

No

Please expand on your answer:

marriage not consummated

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 74:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

The idea that a couple should be able to completely personalise their ceremony comes from a wrong view of marriage. A wedding is not just about the
couple. The couple enter into a union which is understood by society and has been legally defined. So society and the law have an interest in the making
of a public declaration. The logic of a wholly self-defined marriage ceremony is for marriage to be decoupled from the law and wider society. Marriage
would become an entirely private matter, rather like a personal hobby

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YURZ-Y

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-04 21:32:01

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Before I start answering the questions in your consultation, I have to tell you that I am responding to this consultation as a Christian and a Member of the
Church of England, who would like to tell you about my beliefs and many other Christian believers who say that Marriage is between One Man and One
Woman. I would also point out that we are a Christian Country headed up by the Queen, for as it says in the King James Bible which W. R. Milligan Lord
Advocate when he licenced and authorised William Collins Sons and Company Limited, Glasgow to Print and Publish, as by Authority of Her Majesty
Queen Elizabeth the second, and edition of the Holy Bible as proposed in their Declaration dated the Twenty Seventh day of September Nineteen
Hundred and Fifty-Seven. Said which I quote an extract from that Bible "Then not to suffer this to fall to the ground, but rather to take it up, and continue
it in that state wherein the famous Predecessor of your Highness did leave it; nay, to go forward with the confidence and resolution of a man, in
maintaining the truth of Christ and propagating it far and near, is that which hath so bound and firmly knit the hearts of all Your Majesty's loyal and
religious people unto You, that Your very name is precious among them: their eye doth behold You with comfort, and they bless You in their hearts, as
that sanctified Person, who, under God, is the immediate author of their true happiness. and this their true happiness. And this their contentment doth
not diminish or decay, but every day increaseth and taketh strength, when they observe that the zeal of Your Majesty toward the house of God doth not
slack or go backward but is more and more kindled manifesting itself abroad in the farthest parts of Christendom, by writing in defence of the truth,
(which hath given such a blow unto that Man of Sin as will not be healed), and every day at home, by religious and learned discourse, by cherishing the
teachers thereof, by caring for the Church, as a most tender and loving nursing father" unquote.

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

I agree to the above

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 14:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

I agree with the above

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

I agree with 1 & 2

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Both of the couple should be required to attend and make separate declarations that there is no impediment to their marriage in order for a common
licence to be granted to authorise an Anglican wedding.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Although I assume when you say clerks without a capital "C" you mean The Vicar of the Church the couple are getting married in.

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I say YES to 1. above, but NO to 2. Because once again these non-religious belief organisations have to remember that we are a Christian Country headed
up by the Queen and therefore the Government should not allow non-religious belief organisations to officiate at weddings.

Consultation Question 24:

No



Please expand on your answer:

As I have already said the Government should not allow non-religious belief organisations to officiate at weddings. Once again we are a Christian Country
headed up by the Queen, for as it says in the King James Bible which W. R. Milligan Lord Advocate when he licenced and authorised William Collins Sons
and Company Limited, Glasgow to Print and Publish, as by Authority of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth the second, and edition of the Holy Bible as
proposed in their Declaration dated the Twenty Seventh day of September Nineteen Hundred and Fifty Seven. I quote and extract "Then not to suffer this
to fall to the ground, but rather to take it up, and continue it in that state wherein the famous Predecessor of your Highness did leave it; nay, to go
forward with the confidence and resolution of a man, in maintaining the truth of Christ and propagating it far and near, is that which hath so bound and
firmly knit the hearts of all Your Majesty's loyal and religious people unto You, that Your very name is precious among them: their eye doth behold You
with comfort, and they bless You in their hearts, as that sanctified Person, who, under God, is the immediate author of their true happiness. and this their
true happiness. And this their contentment doth not diminish or decay, but every day increaseth and taketh strength, when they observe that the zeal of
Your Majesty toward the house of God doth not slack or go backward but is more and more kindled manifesting itself abroad in the farthest parts of
Christendom, by writing in defence of the truth, (which hath given such a blow unto that Man of Sin as will not be healed), and every day at home, by
religious and learned discourse , by cherishing the the teachers thereo, by caring for the Church, as a most tender and loving nursing father" unquote

Please share your views below:

Just the Places of Worship already used in our Country and Civil Marriage
Registrars

Consultation Question 25:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

See my answers to question 23 and 24

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Your question is confusing as I doubt very much if Religious Organisations would promote purposes that are unlawful or contrary to public policy or
morality unless they do not promote marriage anyway.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

No sorry once again we are a Christian Country, and we should not be trying to promote non-religious belief organisations to officiate at weddings.

Consultation Question 28:

No

Please expand on your answer:

My answer is No to your question 28, but I submit my answer as follows "Nominations of officiants by religious organisations should be made to the
General Register Office, which should be responsible for keeping a public list of all nominated officiants".

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I have answered Yes but this is how I want it shown - You should provisionally propose that religious organisations and (if enabled by Government to
officiate at weddings) should be responsible for ensuring that the persons they nominate as officiants are “fit and proper” persons.

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I have said Yes but 1 should be read the officiants should be aged at least 21



Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Again I have said Yes but I reiterate we are a Christian Country and therefore non-religious belief organisations should not be officiating at weddings

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Again I have said Yes but I reiterate we are a Christian Country and therefore non-religious belief organisations should not be officiating at weddings

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I have put YES, Providing the Marriage is held in a Religious Building or Civil Wedding establishment within our Country. However, it is important that the
officiant conducts the ceremony and should have a wider responsibility to ensure that the content and tone of the legal ceremony upholds the dignity
and solemnity of the marriage. The proposals have to be spelt out in terms of what is meant to by dignity and solemnity because many unofficial wedding
ceremonies seemed to want to play-act and in one wedding they dressed up as hedgehogs. Surely you should make sure that Wedding Ceremonies are a
serious thing in one's life. The Wedding is a public declaration in which society and the state have an interest.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony



Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

You cannot get married without being present at the wedding ceremony. If one of the parties is not present at the ceremony, then it means that anybody
could sign the document, and couples would be able to say what they like or indeed nothing at all. Why would you want to depart from the public
declaration which is considered the foundation of the legal marriage ceremony and at the same time it is undermining the solemnity of the wedding
ceremony which of course then means denying the seriousness of the commitment being made?

At the present moment, the wedding ceremony has a large amount of flexibility. Therefore, prescribed words are minimal and couples can add to them in
all sorts of ways. But what we have to be careful that it does not become mickey mouse.

It is also about a lifetime commitment they are entering into and it is not a lot to ask that specific phrases are used to show that both people freely
consent to this.

The wedding ceremony is not a personal hobby and by proposing that the couple should completely personalise their ceremony to suit their needs is
totally wrong. The wedding is not just about the couple, it is about them entering into a Union which our society has recognised for hundreds of years.
Which means that we in our country and the law are interested in the making of a public declaration. You cannot have a marriage to be decoupled from
the Law and the wider Society.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A Marriage is a solemn affair and therefore should not be allowed because the couple happen to want it and therefore if the couple wants to choose
everything about their wedding ceremony then it would be easier for them put a clause in that could say we will try it out and if it does not work out then
we can divorce. There could also be a wedding according to the form and ceremony chosen by the parties of a Lesbian couple where one of them does
not want to be called a Husband at the ceremony and a Gay couple where one of them does not want to be called a Wife at the ceremony. Again, a
Wedding is a public declaration in which society and the state have and interest

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The open doors requirement is from hundreds of years ago and does ensure that there could be no forced marriages taking place. Forced marriages in
our country are still taking place and the Government have not sorted it out yet. Many younger generations love to stand at the doors or take a back seat
just to see what happens and therefore it gives a false perception if you marry behind closed doors, it would then appear as a private matter without any
public significance. something similar to the secret society Hush! Hush!

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No



Please expand on your answer:

The only place that weddings should legally be permitted to take place is in all religious Buildings such as Churches, Synagogues, Mosques and of course
Civil Wedding Establishments. Of course, some Church Congregations do not own their own buildings and therefore would have to carry out the Marriage
Ceremony elsewhere but appropriately the Officiant would know where that was to be, and it certainly would not be in McDonalds.

outdoors,, on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Once again we are a Christian Country and we should not be trying to promote non-religious belief organisations to officiate at weddings

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There appears to be a lack of clarity in how venues would be tested and made safe, in particular from a dignity stance and certainly from health and
safety regulations. The General Register Office should ensure that all Officiants are aware of the terms and the stringent safeguards that are proposed
and implemented and then strictly adhered to, otherwise it could appear shambolic.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

No Problem

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(2) there should be no fee.

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

1. The current law does not discourage or prevent couples from getting married and 2 If people seriously want to get married then I am sure that
providing they have the choice of where to hold the ceremony and Love each other, then the Wedding Ceremony will take place. Too many people take
the easy way out and live together and have children out of wedlock, but if your proposals are acceptable then perhaps we will then have Children
brought up in a Caring Loving Married Family with the same parent's surnames on the child's birth certificate.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUA3-7

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-04 21:33:55

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Banns could always be published on a noticeboard on the site of a damaged Anglican Church.

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I agree that the person who carries out the legal marriage ceremony should be responsible to uphold the dignity and solemnity of marriage.

At the moment wedding licences are granted to specific buildings and not to the person /officiant of the legal ceremony. If the "officiant" is the one who is
"licensed" this would enable couples requesting to be married "almost anywhere" and only references the behaviour and conduct of the "officiant" in the
proceedings.

I think the definitions of "dignity" and "solemnity" need to be clearly defined when applied to marriage. A legal marriage, whether it be a Civil ceremony or
a religIous ceremony starts with the ceremony and continues through the lives of the couple until one of them dies. This is a "big contract" even for those
who are in love with one another. With this in mind anything and everything that can be done to emphasise the gravitas of that fact , should be done.

A dictionary definition of "Dignity" says "The state or quality of being worthy of honour or respect "
A definition for "solemnity" says" The state or quality of being serious and dignified"

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

These statements all seem to add up to no common words or phrases being used in a marriage service . The proposals seems to be delaminated until all
that might be required of a is a signing of a schedule of marriage and not neccessarily in the prescence of the one you are marrying. This suggests that
the Law Commission would like to " simplify" the celebration of the marriage ceremony into nothing more than a signed legal agreement. Already couples
can write personalised wedding vows. Specific phrases which are common to all who decide to they want to commit themselves to another person should
be retained. Marriage is an important step for two people who have decided to commit themselves to each other . It is important that they are standing
side by side or facing each other when declaring promises to each other. It is also important that these statements and promises are spoken aloud to
each other in the prescence of witnesseswho can both celebrate with the couple and testify to what has taken place.
A schedule signed separately by two different parties at separate times , is a contract not a marriage. Again if this is arranged with minimal witnesses it
could be open to abuse by by unscrupulose parties .

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Could result in wedding ceremonies which are without dignity and do not respect the solemnity of the occasion. ie Two people dressed as clowns being
married by an officiant dressed as a clown.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Public access in some form should always be allowed. Weddings conducted in secret could be subject to abuse. ie forced marriages/marriages of children
to each other/ marriages of convenience etc

Chapter 7: Location



Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Wedding ceremonies could be held in inappropriate venues such as a funeral parlour, middle of a motorway ,a brothel, internet chatroom, a mortuary,
soft play area, a stripclub, abattoir, an A and E department, an operating theatre, , a rubbish dump, in a sewer, and many others.
These are a small selection of an infinite selection of locations which just fail the test!

in the air, and/or

Please share your views below:

Weddings are supposed to be celebratory ocassions, full of joy, BUT conducted in a dignified way to reflect the solemnity of what is taking place - two
people promising to each other that they will be there for each other for the rest of their lives.
An appropriate criteria needs to be applied to a venue which is far more extensive than just "safe and dignified".

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The responsibility for such an important decision should not be with just one person

Other

Please expand on your answer:

How would venues be assessed for "safety" and "dignity". ? Just about anywhere could be approved safe and dignified according to "someone's" criteria. If
weddings in the air are being considered the threshold for safety must be quite low, as possibilities might include- dangling from the end of a rope off a
precipice/ bungee jumping/ walking on a tightrope across a ravine and flying through the air on a trapeze.
Any guidance produced by the General Register Office for officiants would need to be very comprehensive and stringent and adhered to both by those
applying it and those adhering to it.

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUVA-A

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-04 21:37:33

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

In today's world I don't think that residential requirements are relevant.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

On line notice is really a must for almost everyone although facilities for thjose without internet access must be available.

Consultation Question 6:

three days;

Please expand on your answer:

I think that, as long as the initial process is really robust and requires a sufficient time period to ensure that any reasons the marriage should not go
ahead come to light, three days is a reasonable period.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

I do not agree with this proposal.
I think that in person interviews are an essential element of the process and should not be changed.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:

I'm in favour of a universal preliminary that will therefore be clear and straightforward.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I think that weddings that are not civil weddings should be dealt with by the organisation concerned.
Otherwise registration officers might be obliged to officiate at ceremonies they don't personally agree with which is not acceptable.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

All recognised groups should be able to have officials who will be authorised to officiate at weddings of people within their organisation. This means that
more people will be able to have weddings that are relevant and suitable for them.

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Whether they like it or not, a belief system is a religion by definition, so they should be treated as such.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

I think this is a very dangerous area. It opens the way for people in authority who don't like a particular groups views to pursue discriminatory action
against the group.
It would need to have the most rigorous controls to ensure it is not misused.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

If the organisation is of sufficient size I think this is a reasonable suggestion

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There would have to be a rigorous procedure of approval to ensure that only properly suitable people are approved.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The guidance should be expanded to make sure organisations have very clear guidance about who is and who is not a suitable person.

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is an important provision.

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I think it is important for couples to fully express their consent in the way that is relevant to them and, as long as it is clear that they are giving their
consent, then there is no need for a specific form of words.

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As long as the wedding ceremony maintains the requirement to be dignified this is OK.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

People should be able to include material that is generally identified as religious that is relevant to them even though they are not having a religious
ceremony.

Please share your views below:

I don't think the law should go into this level of detail. It opens the way for people to change one word so that something complies. It's a recipe for
nonsense so let's not go there.

Consultation Question 46:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Most people have no concerns about strangers wandering into their wedding but I don't think open doors is a necessary requirement particularly as
there are people who rightly do have concerns about this and should be able to restrict access to the wedding.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As long as the registration officer is in agreement and their agreement is in line with the guidelines I don't think there is any need to have any further
limits.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

No

Please expand on your answer:

As long as the owners of the venue are able to decide who can and who cannot hire their premises and will not be rendered vulnerable to charges of
discrimination then there should not be any prohibition regarding venues.

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

I think it will provide clarity and simplicity for everyone to follow the same system.

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Provided that such provisions are specifically only to last during a particular national emergency and cannot be made into law by the back door.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(2) there should be no fee.

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:



I think a simplified easy to use system will encourage people to get married.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUVC-C

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-04 21:46:25

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

N/a

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I agree with the proposed duty, but it does not go far enough. Officiants should have a wider responsibility to ensure that the content and tone of the
legal ceremony upholds the dignity and solemnity of marriage.



Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I do not believe that it should be possible for someone to get married without being present at the wedding ceremony. Simply signing the marriage
schedule is inadequate.
Couples would be able to say anything they like or nothing at all. This is a major departure from the public declarations always considered foundational to
the legal marriage ceremony, and risks undermining the solemnity of the wedding ceremony and denying the seriousness of the commitment being
made.
It is not very much to ask that some specific phrases are used to show that both people freely consent to the lifetime commitment they are entering into.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The idea that a couple should be able to choose everything about a wedding ceremony comes from a wrong view of marriage. A wedding is a public
declaration in which society and the state have an interest. To reiterate it is a serious and solemn ceremony.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The open doors requirement was introduced hundreds of years ago as a protection against forced marriage. This is still a problem in our society.

The open doors requirement helps convey the public nature of wedding declarations. Removing it encourages a false perception that marriage is a
private matter without any public significance.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Again I reiterate the seriousness and solemnity of a marriage ceremony: Venues should not simply be allowed because marrying couples want them, but
because they are appropriate places to hold such a significant ceremony.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

There seems to be a lack of clarity in how venues would be tested for “dignity” and “safety”. While the proposals call for guidance from the General
Register Office, the terms are not defined and stringent safeguards should be proposed.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Please share your views below:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUYT-Z

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-04 21:47:00

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

N/A

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

No issues as regard confidentiality

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:



N/A

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

N/A

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The formal requirement of some kind of residence is an important safeguard; its removal without any corresponding safeguards will increase the
vulnerability of individuals who may suffer duress (especially women) and mean that marriage will be open to abuse by transient populations.

If voided it may be exploited by individuals breaching immigration controls and will increase the risks to individuals caught up in modern slavery and
people trafficking offences.

Consultation Question 5:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There is a too easy assumption by officials that putting any formal process on-line is preferable to proper regulation and direct human interaction.

There is also a tendency to overlook the position of vulnerable persons who may be subject to pressure and abuse from partners or third parties and the
fact that many people, especially people with disabilities may not be able to interact with on-line systems.

As paragraph 2.12 recognises there is direct contact with the parties. This imposes an important practical safeguard; a direft face-to-face interaction is
greatly to be preferred in assessing credibility and reliability. Registration Officers will enjoy many advantages over any on-line system for assessing the
parties before them.The danger with an on-line procedure is that it will simply become a tick-box and administrative exercise.

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

Given the seriousness of the commitment a longer period would be preferable, save in the case of the terminally ill.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

No. As stated, face-to-face interaction is a vital component, not least because a remote interview cannot assess what is going-on off camera.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Flexibility may be retained in specific examples, subject to safeguards.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If this will encourage wider scrutiny, in principle this could be included, but not at the expense of other safeguards.

Consultation Question 10:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Since the system has not yet come into operation (see para 1.54) it is not possible to really give an opinion.



Consultation Question 11:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

See 10.

Consultation Question 12:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

n/a

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is unclear what the basis for this proposed legislative change is or the evidence behind it; since a residual discretion appears to apply it should be left as
it is.

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, this is a redundant provision.

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

No. As the Consultation recognises this is a complex matter which is best left to the Anglican Church to determine.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes, this power should be available as a safeguarding measure.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes. This seems like a sensible safeguard where the power to request this might be conferred.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, we have an established Church as part of the Constitutional Settlement.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Certainty is necessary to comply with wider human rights obligations and Article 6 of the European Convention on Human Rights (i.e. the requirement
that laws and legal obligations are certain)



Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Whilst agreeing that religious and civil marriages require seperate expertise and specialism, there is a danger that civil officiants will not understand or
appreciate the requirements of religious belief.
A fixed venue and location is much easier to check and regulate than any individual officiant who may move around

Consultation Question 21:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No view

Consultation Question 22:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This would not be in keeping with the the religious concept of a Sacramental rite

Consultation Question 23:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This opens up to many complexities given the number of different faith groups and legal uncertainty as to what may constitute a bona fide religious
organisation.

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This opens up to many difficult metaphysical, religious and ideological issues.

Please share your views below:

No. I doubt this is an area where the Law Commission is competent to reach a conclusion given the range of competing belief systems which are asserted
in a free society,

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Again this would be difficult to determine and legislate upon, save on a case by case basis with specific statutory provisions.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

What is contrary to public policy or morality is to too vague and a shifting boundary.

“What is striking in one age is normal in another: the perversions of yesterday may be the routine or the fashion of tomorrow“ - Lord Salmon in
Boardman v Director of Public Prosecutions [1974] 3 All ER 887.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Not a good idea; it would be likely to lead to controversy and disputes.

Consultation Question 28:



No

Please expand on your answer:

This is too vague and such functions should not be readily delegated.

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I fear this would be open to abuse.

Consultation Question 30:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

In my view there is no need to change the existing system.

Consultation Question 31:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Please see above; I am not convinced that the Registrar General would be able to regulate or control officiants (regardless of whether anyone of 18
should be considered sufficiently qualified given the important legal implications).

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, if 'making a business' is not clearly more defined; morely widely allowing any commercial element would lead create opportunities for exploitation
and financial abuse.

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes; as stated I don't think 'independent officiants' would be a good idea - this question rather makes the case why it would not be a good idea.

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Once again this question and the option rather answers itself, it threatens to much uncertainty

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage has major contractual and social implications in many direct and indirect ways. Human rights issues may come into play if an officiant did not
uphold the solemnity and dignity of marriage.
Further, this why a limiting the type of premises where a marriage can take place is important.

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Something more than 'guidance' is required. Legal obligations and duties should be imposed on officiants; but I rather believe that marriages should only
take place at prescribed locations.

Consultation Question 37:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Given the importance of marriage, there needs to be proper statutory regulation by an official body, not delegation to interest groups.
Arising from that would be a clear right of appeal or review, again compliant with Article 6 of the European Convention on Human Rights. The position
would be unclear if a non-state body was given powers in this regard (see the long standing uncertainties over the scope of judicial review pursuant to
CPR 54).

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

The General Register Office should have such a power as a matter of course, generating a right of appeal which could be determined according to
established legal principles and mechanisms.

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Once again, legal certainty needs to be an objective with any reform.

Consultation Question 40:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This suggestion is to open ended and unlear.

Consultation Question 41:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This is really too vague to answer sensibly.

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This proposal raises to many complex legal issues and changes which would need close examination by the courts in future.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Given that marriage has many legal and major contractual and equitable implications this would introduce to many uncertainties and probably result in
breaches of various civil law provisions and human rights principles.

Consultation Question 44:

No

Please expand on your answer:



I don't think the case has been made for changing the status quo.

Consultation Question 45:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No, the drawing of arbitary lines here would be controversial and problematic.

Please share your views below:

No - the beyond procedual and legal implications, it is unclear and likely to remain so as to what constitutes 'religious content'.

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Seems pointless and would raise questions of enforcement and posisble obstruction.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is a long-standing safeguard that scrutiny from citizens of significant legal determinations and processes is available.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Clearly whoever thought this question up has little understanding of the serious nature of civil and public obligations or the possible implications in
practice.Because of the major social, ethical, contractual and legal implications. Marriage is not merely some social occasion or a contract to be entered
into on a whim but involves serious binding consequences.

Please share your views below:

None of the above. Allowing 'other venues' could result in the parties being subject to all kinds of pressure and exploitation.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As indicated in previous answers. Marriage has major public and social implications not just for the couple concerned but wider society. Scrutiny is
important to prevent abuse or exploitation of individuals concerned.

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

No

No

Please expand on your answer:

The existing system should be retained.

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Please see previous answers. It does not make for certainty if a particular individual officiant could circumvent rules or make exceptions and risks
discrimination in decision-making.

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The existing system is already in place and obliged to ensure such safeguards. No case for departing from this has been made out.

No

Please expand on your answer:

See answer to 52; guidance is too vague and open to interpretation. The status quo should be preserved.

Consultation Question 53:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As stated the existing system should be retained and not altered.

Please share your views below:

N/A

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No change should be enacted with the present system

Consultation Question 55:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

The existing provisions should be retained; no change is necessary

Consultation Question 56:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This system would be open to abuse; physical documents remain unalterable.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Existing safeguards should be retained

Consultation Question 58:

Other



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If the couple are not intending to co-habit this raises the question of why a marriage is being undertaken, which would warrant further investigation.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

There needs to be a fuller examination of the legal principles and policies here before any position could be stated.

Consultation Question 60:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A change would lead to legal uncertainty and would be open to exploitation by third party influencers.

Consultation Question 61:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Existing criminal provisions should apply.

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

N/A

Consultation Question 63:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I believe the existing system should be retained

Consultation Question 65:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Consultation Question 66:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Consultation Question 67:

No



Please expand on your answer:

Proposal 3 would put vulnerable parties at risk

No

Please expand on your answer:

Retention of a localised system for celebrating marriages would negate the need for national emergency measures; marriage as an institution has
successfully withstood all many of civil and national emergencies in the past.

No

Please expand on your answer:

An evidence based system is preferable

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This could be open to abuse.

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Again this could be open to abuse and also questions of relevant national jurisdiction and conflict of laws.

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

No this raises to many questions and issues of jurisdiction and safeguarding.

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See previous answers

Consultation Question 72:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Please see earlier objections on independent officiants

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Please see earlier comment

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

N/A

Consultation Question 74:



Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A/

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This would be discriminatory

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Consultation Question 77:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It would be better if fees were reviewed by Parliament rather than set by statutory instrument.

Consultation Question 78:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As set out it gives local authorities too much localised discretion. A clear national system should be in place.

Consultation Question 79:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Existing premises and facilities should be retained. There should be no more Government sell-offs of existing official buildings.

Consultation Question 80:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is a state function and further gradations would not be welcome.

Consultation Question 81:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Unless there is clear incorporation or wider understanding of the Wednesbury principles (see Associated Provincial Picture Houses v Wednesbury
Corporation [1948] 1 KB 223 this could easily be problematic

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There is much to commend straightfoward charging mechanisms



Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Whatever system is considered the need to avoid discrimination is important. Although sounding humane, there would be a danger of creating hard or
arbitrary cases.

Consultation Question 84:

No

Please expand on your answer:

N/A
Better to retain proper paid full-time officials than off-load the system on to anyone who casually fancies taking up the role.

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

I do not believe that the current law discourages or prevents couples from getting married; the provisional proposals would risk not significantly affect
the numbers getting married but might encourage abuse of the marraige system.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

The current system is tried and tested and has safeguards; the proposals, if implemented would weaken these and encourage abuse of the system.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I do not think there would be any signficant benefits; the impications go beyond costs that can be measured in purely monetary terms.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

N/A

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

This seems to be raising ancilliary issues which suggests a degree of economic determinism and or budgetary considerations underpin this consultation. I
hope this is not the case.

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

N/A

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

N/A

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

N/A



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

N/A

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

n/a

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

N/A

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

Generally anything that reduces the seriousness and solemnity of marriage and how it is approached and its significance tends to undermine. The
consequences of divorce and family break-up are serious and costly and the consequences have a disproportionate effect on women and children and
the public purse.
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Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Some churches do not have someone who is authorised to carry out weddings and they need to be able to use the services of a registration officer.

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

I disagree with this proposal as the phrase "contrary to public policy or morality" could mean anything that the Government wants it to mean. Such a law
would enable the Government to exclude groups that were not unlawful but which held views contrary to the Government's ideology.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Such independent officiants would not have the training of civil registrars and should not be able to apply to be included on the public list of officiants.

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The parties should express their consent orally (unless they are physically incapable of doing so) and they should also state that there is no impediment
to their marriage. These are very important aspects of the ceremony and without them the ceremony is robbed of its meaning, significance and
seriousness.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The seriousness of marriage and its legally binding nature mean that the form of the ceremony cannot be left to the decision of the parties and the
officiant but should have a legally required core structure.

Consultation Question 44:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The public access requirement is an important part of ensuring that the marriage is legal and is not, for example, forced or bigamous.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Given the seriousness and legally binding nature of marriage it is not appropriate that weddings take place in locations that would trivialise the ceremony.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

We have been legally married for over 44 years. My wife died last June 2020,

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:



Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Couples should be able to demonstrate their nationality and home address whereby one of the couple is local by means of residence/domicile, to that
registration district for a least one year. This avoids tourist arrangements and allows for checks where required [criminal record for instance].

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

At least one month. This avoids careless and casual arrangements made on a whim without a legal witness or one member whilst under some
pressure/duress. Rushed arrangements underpin a couples serious considerations to spend their whole future together. A sham marriage due to
'urgency' is a partnership of convenience rather than a consummation of true love.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Both interviews, and all other consultations, must be face to face. Organised arranged marriages depend on substitutionary participants.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Both of the couple must have provenance. One of the couple may be geographically remote from England and Wales for notice purposes - but must be a
recognisable passport holder with Embassy legitimacy. They may have a verifiable authorisation for that purpose - like a visa for marriage purposes.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As long as the officiant/s are independent officers of the Crown

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As long as they are Crown appointees.
All clergy should be required by license to be Crown appointees as officiants.

Please share your views below:



All officiants must adhere to an imposed criteria that underpins the serious and formal nature of each participants' commitment being formally
recognised.

Consultation Question 13:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

But also online. See question 6.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes. Makes sense.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

YES.

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:

All weddings should be preceded by the faith or state officiant, licenced by law.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

To ensure common practice and legal basic requirements, all officiants from whatever background in the matter of marriage protocols the officiant must
be licensed by the Crown

Consultation Question 23:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But all officiants must be qualified Crown licensees to officiate at marriages whatever their background or organisation.

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But all officiants must be qualified Crown licensees to officiate at marriages whatever their background or organisation.

Please share your views below:

All organisations that recognise and practise polygamy;
Those organisations that clearly have a belief system based on child exploitation and human trafficking, contradict the sanctity of human commitment to
one another by nothing other than declared love and consent; pagan animal sacrifice [as part of the ceremony] and human degradation; where those
who propose marriage require a sexual act as part of the marriage ceremony; all ceremonies where the couple are not present and have not made a
verbal commitment. Those incapacitated by virtue of their physical handicap must have some means by which they can give consent to their commitment
to their partner [eg. a specialist communicator/interpreter in the field of the handicap].

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

providing [2] the ceremony is conducted by a Crown appointed officiant who may be a member of the organisation.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

I think this is self evident. Same sex marriages, for instance, cannot not be conducted if the organisation does not permit this due to their belief system. In
other words, an organisation nor its Crown officiant cannot be prosecuted for illegal discrimination if the organisation has sincerely held and historical
beliefs that same-sex marriages are wrong and declines the application.
The same principle applies to all and any practice/s that contradict the organisation's firmly held historical beliefs.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

All officiants must be Crown officials who have a license obtained by qualification after completing a statutory course of expectation to ensure
commonality of criteria and content in the marriage ceremony. An officiant may be one who has conducted marriage ceremonies in the past but must
'upgrade' to become an official of the Crown.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I call them Crown Officiants, perhaps by warrant, and licence - whereby the state has a participation in recognising the state of marriage.

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

All officiants [licensed by warrant] must be nominated by an organisation, be that a belief system or not. The are no 'lone rangers'!

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But the required licensing process will weed out the inappropriate and the non-conformist, nominated or otherwise.



Consultation Question 31:

No

Please expand on your answer:

All officiants must be nominated by an organisation for the purposes of conducting a marriage ceremony so as to ensure that the criteria for safe and
dignified proceedings, and commitments uttered, are, or have, substance and meaning to underpin the seriousness and dignity of the process that is
being undertaken/ endorsed by the state.

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Standard fees across the board means a value-based service for the officiating.

Consultation Question 34:

No

Please expand on your answer:

An officiant who holds a warrant or a license to conduct marriages can apply the criteria for which s/he holds a license to any environment that is serious,
safe and dignified - though not within a belief environment where the officiant is not a recognised member. These officiants presumably will be
nominated by the belief organisation itself.

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes - but who says or what is meant by 'dignity' or 'solemnity'?? The definition needs to be written out and agreed upon - and the officiants comply to its
definition as a condition of license.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But it must be a matter of law and specific prescribed protocols, not 'guidance' {where there is perceived freedom to interpret liberally - with the result
that anything goes!}and

Consultation Question 37:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The responsibility must lie with the organisation initially but there must be an office of standards [like OFSTED or the BMA] who oversee and grant
licenses and have powers to suspend officiants and call the organisation to account. The GRO seems the appropriate body at the moment.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But with provisos that officiants need upgrading at least every two years as a condition of authorisation/license.

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But there should be NO independent officiants.

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Standard prescribed words must form the basis of the promise of the commitment by both parties. Being standard in its form, or contain words that
express commitment and consent - must be made there and then, within the ceremony to the parties involved , in front of witnesses before any marriage
is solemnised. There is a great danger that if words are not used to underpin the promise of commitment each may renege on the VOWS or promise. A
standard format of words will express what is expected - and what is being promised - and that will show the seriousness of the partnership, each to each
other, and, as they will have seen the words before any ceremony commences, and will then have an opportunity to reflect on their commitment
beforehand. If they do not realise the commitment then, they may reflect that marriage is not what they wanted to be committed to.
Marriage ceremony is a serious statement of commitment for life - and should be treated as such. Casual utterances leads to consequences borne of
carelessness. Not the state of affairs to bring up children in a stable, secure home.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There must be a standard pattern of expectation to underpin solemnity, seriousness and dignity that demonstrates the promises being made. Leaving it
to the officiant and participants is extremely risky. There is plenty of scope at the moment for the participants to put their personal touch to the
ceremony without compromising the purpose of the event - that must have legal authenticity and legitimacy.

We have all seen what wacky weddings have been conducted in other parts of the world - many of them are ludicrous. Many of them have been spurious
and laughable if it were not so serious - especially for the children of that 'marriage'.

Consultation Question 44:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Religious groups must be able to define who they will and who they will not marry in any ceremony they conduct or are asked to conduct. I believe this is
the law at the moment anyway.

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Singing [of hymns] or religious songs.
Prayers for the couple.

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Open doors shows the nature of this public declaration, where all can be witnesses and no one is excluded - and prevents forced marriages. The marriage
ceremony is, in essence, a public statement with public significance.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Extreme or wacky locations diminish the solemnity and dignity of the whole meaning of marriage and may reflect the casual and carelessness of the
parties involved - not to mention the officiant!

in private homes.

Please share your views below:

The ceremony should reflect the solemnity and seriousness of the occasion. That is why buildings are preferred. Many outdoor occasion is spoilt by the
weather [usually for the attendees] and wacky venues are more inappropriate because it is simply too casual and careless where nobody can hear the
promises made.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

All public declarations of marriage should be just that - public!

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No. The officiant should decide based on a clearly defined criteria for the conducting of marriages in certain venues and/or environments. They need
standards to work by.

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Who decides what is 'safe' and what is 'dignified'? An officiant? Their opinion will differ from officiant to officiant. So all venues should have the approval
of a venue license that may include gardens as well aas buildings for instance. Liberalism can lead to much regret in the participants later when they
realise their choice of location, confirmed by the officiant as not to be a discourager, was so inappropriate and a laughing stock for ever more. So sad. But
if the venue is approved beforehand as a licensed centre then they will not blame themselves if things were ill-chosen and memories will be more
happier.

Other

Please expand on your answer:



Advice is one thing; guidance is another. Let the officiant be ruled by criteria clearly stated that standards are to be conformed to - but still gives the
couple much scope to stamp their choices on the venue environment, in the venue, and around the venue. But not under water or up in the air! Too
casual and careless which negates the solemnness of what the occasion should be about. Not a free for all !

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

OFR by licence. Out or indoors.
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

I think interviews should always be in person. I have serious doubts as to whether a remote interview with only the possibility of an in-person interview
gives sufficient protection against forced marriages.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Provided that an interview still takes place, yes.

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

These are essential minimum requirements

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Approporiately qualified ministers of religion should officiate at religious ceremonies

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Under 'dignity and solemnity' the duties of the officiant need to include ensuring that the suitability of the location and and general tone of the occasion
and also the content of the ceremony are in keeping with the solemn legal contract aspect of marriage.

Consultation Question 36:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes - guidance should be issued to all and minimum elements of the ceremony such as free consent, free choice and a promise of lifelong loyalty or
faithfulness should be specified as partof this guidance.

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is necessary for standards to be maintained.

Consultation Question 39:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is important to maintain standards.

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

The declaration of consent to be legally married should be made verbally as well as by signing the document / schedule. There is a very special
significance in words that people speak themselves which is not the same as signing a document. People who are physically capable of speech should
speak as well as sign.

It would be very strange if someone offered a job didn't said anything by way of acceptance to the person standing there offering it to him/her but only
agreed by signing the contract document! One would have real doubts about the person's commitment.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a public declaration and a legal contract. Other legal contracts have specific wording appropriate to the situation - you can't just choose
anything you would like to say.

There needs to be some obligatory elements, but perhaps with some flexibility allowed in the wording .

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

All these follow established tradition and include essential elements.

Consultation Question 45:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

There is a danger of muddying the water here.

It is better to keep the two separate as at present and have a religious service or blessing afterwards. However, I appreciate that fees for having two parts
to getting married can be a problem.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

see comment for Q 45



Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Conducting marriages behind closed doors makes forced marriage easier. This is a protection which should not be removed. Forced marriages still
happen today.

Open doors also says that marriage is not just a private matter, it is important to society. Many of the questions in this consultation are tending towards
seeing it as a personal, private matter and robbing marriage of its full significance.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Location is important in maintaining the dignity and solemnity of the marriage contract. It can be attractive to hold the ceremony and the after-marriage
celebration in the same venue, but this must not lead to 'any venue' being acceptable. The marriage is the solemn core of the occasion. If the nature of
the chosen celebrations determine the venue of the ceremony, the solemnity and dignity of marriage ceremony is in danger of being undermined.

outdoors,, on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

What is essentially a formal, legal ceremony requires a formal setting.
A dignified focal point at the chosen location is needed - a suitable building, chapel, altar as an immediate backdrop to an outdoor setting.

The venue should reasonably stable. as befits a dignified setting - boats on inland waterways should be moored at the time of the ceremony. A hot-air
balloon might seem romantic but is too unstable. 'In the air' is too vague - better to have the ceremony on the ground, and flight afterwards.

A marriage is also a contract recognised by society and declared publicly. It should therefore not be in a private home as that is exclusive, nor 'in the air'
as that is not accessible.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The venue need not be regularly available, but it should be publicly accessible when it hosts the public declaration of marriage that forms a part of the
way our society is constructed.

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

No

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There should be no requirement for religious buildings to act as a venue.

If people wish for a non-religious wedding they should choose a non-religious venue.

It would not be right to put officiants of religious weddings / clerks in holy orders under any obligation to be the officiants of civil or non-religious
weddings held in a religious venue where they may normally conduct religious ceremonies.

Not all religious communities own their own venues or meet in a religious venue, e.g. some churches hire a community hall or school hall for their regular
services. It therefore does not make sense to say that all religious weddings must take place in a religious venue.

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Yes - but ONLY providing that very clear guidelines are issued. Otherwise couples may just try to get round the requirements by finding an officiant who is
willing to do whatever they want.

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

A clear definition of what is deemed to be safe and dignified is required first. Otherwise there will be confusion which can create disputes and ill-will.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

See box above - real clarity is absolutely essential in establishing what is 'safe' and 'dignified'. There should not be grey areas left wide open to
interpretation and personal opinion.

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This seems very practical.

Please share your views below:

The General Register Office.
Venues would submit a detailed application. GRO staff would have the option to make a visit prior to giving or declining approval. Reasons for declining
would need to be given.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

N/A

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Married in a church in 1980

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:



None

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

No experience of any weddings during the pandemic

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

A month would seem a more appropriate lengthof time.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Agreed

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Yes, it should continue to be possible

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Notices of marriage should be made publicly available.online publication wouldseem appropriate.

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes, both should be required to attend (but one could attend remotely if geographic distance is an issuefor the couple

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This would seem a key necessity to ensure all legalities are enforced/complied with

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This has the danger of causing some churches which want to host a religious ceremony -that the couple wish to have - to inadvertently fall foul of the
procedural legalities of weddings law, due to their having to take weddings infrequently (and thereby unfamiliarity or rustiness regarding the legalities of
conducting a wedding)

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

And this should be extended to cover all registered churches whether Anglican or not.

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Certainly for religious organisationsin order to meet the ongoing demand for those who require a religious weddings

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

No, I disagree with this. Restricting organisations based on purposes that are 'contrary to public policy or morality' is not a sound basis for determining
who can nominate officiants. It would be far more appropriate to base the decision as to who can nominate/not nominate on objective criteria like
'promoting or engaging in illegal activities'

Otherwise, there is a danger of those with unpopular but entirely legal views being excluded from nominating officiants.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Yes, I think they shouldwhere the organisation has the option of exercising that office holder or not.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It has the danger of undermining the serious and solemn nature of marriage. It has the potential to trivialise marriage

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

No

Please expand on your answer:

see previous answer.
If allowed, I suggest a register is maintained and 'performance' reviewed to ensuremarriage isn't trivialised.

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There is a danger ofcomemrcialising weddings. That has the potential to raise costs and therefore be against the principle of seeking to reduce/keep the
costs of marriage low.



Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, providing that the same do not undermine the seriousness and solemnity of marriage

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Open doors allows for the marriage to be challenged; and as a result could be helpfultoprevent bigamy and forced marriages.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes and No!
It depends on the definitions and guidance on 'dignified' and 'safe'. There is a danger that somesettings might in themselves trivialise marriage.

on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

These would appear to be inappropriate

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

That seems reasonable

Consultation Question 9:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Could rather than should? and with great care and consent

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

by mutual consent? of couple and officants

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Some provision for such or other damage may still be required

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

It is still good to publish in home church(es) of participants



Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

1. Have the power but not the requirement
2. Be allowed to ask to meet them but not required to do so separately

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

As at present ...

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Provided there is no prohibition of a service following a civil ceremony ...

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The public should have access, with provision to see and hear proceedings and if needed object to them.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:



They should be in a place to which the public have reasonable access, to see, hear and, if necessary, to be heard (at an appropriate, invited, early point in
the proceedings).

It is appropriate also to have the place and proceedings so located, laid out and conducted as to establish the dignity and seriousness of the occasion.

Please share your views below:

Some venues might be particularly limiting of involvement by representatives of the general public. I would suggest that at least the critical part of the
proceedings should be on firm, dry land.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

No

Please expand on your answer:

Provided there is reasonable access and dignity

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Normal rather than optional

Please share your views below:

2. By application to the appropriate authority ...

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:



Other

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

smaller congregations may not have an authorized person and so have need of a civil registrar.
sometimes marriages may be infrequent in a congregation and people not being sufficiently familiar with the laws, use a civil registrar.

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

the basis for exclusion should be objective, provable and testable.
'contrary to public policy or morality' will depend on who you ask - peoples view of morality changes with time. People holding unpopular but yet legal
views, may be marginalized.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If the way is opened for paid independent officiants, this is bound to lead to officiants competing for business with most profit going to those more willing
to bend to demands. This is bound to detract from the dignity of marriage.

Consultation Question 30:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The commitment of marriage is a serious one and the absence of prescribed words would make it easier to forget or take the matter more lightly.

The ceremony is very flexible at present and the prescribed words form only a small part of the whole.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There is plenty of flexibility available already in non legally binding ceremonies.
The flexibilty in the existing arrangements seem sufficient.
Meeting the requirements of a legally recognizable marriage is more important here than individualism.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

In the case of forced marriage for example , the marriage should be open to observers.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

More flexibility in this area would be good, but there is a problem then of how to ensure that unsuitable venues are not used. The dignity of marriage
should be upheld.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:
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About you

What is your name?

Name:
Siddique Patel

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Gunnercooke LLP (Partner)
Register Our Marriage (Deputy-Director)

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

No need to maintain confidentiality

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

I did not personally experience any legal barriers due to my knowledge of the legal position surrounding non-qualifying marriages. 
 
However, as a family law practitioner with experience as pro-bono legal adviser to a Shariah Council in the North of England, and Deputy-Director of the 
Register Our Marriage (ROM) campaign, I have encountered many instances where clients and other personal contacts have mentioned the process of



wishing to have a legal marriage being unnecessarily complex. This is a common complaint amongst many people in faith communities who wish for their
religious ceremony to be the main ceremony but also wish for it to be counted as the legal marriage. 
 
I have also advised mosques on the process of registering their premises for the solemnisation of marriages in accordance with the law. Anecdotally, I
would say that only 20% have proceeded to do so owing to the complexities they perceive in the registration process and the difficulties presented in the
logistics of holding the civil ceremony at the same time as the religious ceremony due to the requirements of the legal wording of the marriage ceremony.

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Weddings have become less frequent but where they have happened, they have been religious marriages only.

I have received enquiries from some people about the process of entering into a valid, registered marriage due to difficulties and uncertainties they are
experiencing from local authorities.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

14 days

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

I believe that this should be an option subject to all the technological and security safeguards being in place.

In an age where video court hearings are becoming the norm, there is no reason why we should not use technology to our advantage and offer this
service to people wishing to get married. A fully fleshed out protocol should be prepared for this including but not limited to, requirements such as
separate remote interviews and two-factor authentication of personal details and identification.

If there is concern, an in-person interview should be a requirement.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Yes.

Consultation Question 9:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I do not think this is required and would be interested to learn the arguments in its favour. 
 
Whilst transparency is key, because of the intimate and private nature of marriage, it may be that putting details online for the public to see leads to 
unforeseen problems within the family or community. One such example may be where the notice is seen by an uninvited close relative who may then 
make an issue before the marriage and thus may distract the couple and the family from concentrating properly on this joyous occasion. 
 
You may also invite abuse of the system where couples 'engineer' a purported risk of harm to ensure that the notice of marriage is not publicly displayed 
when there is no actual risk of harm. 



It is also unclear how the risk of harm would be assessed and how much resource will be committed to this.

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Whilst I agree, I would also put forward the suggestion that the parties should be able to nominate an alternative officiant who can officiate rather than
the appointed officiate.

The alternative officiant should of course be fully qualified and able to officiate. Having such an option would give couples more personalisation in their
ceremony.

Please share your views below:

Please see above.

Consultation Question 13:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

There should be greater ease and flexibility. If publishing in other churches assists with this, I would be in support.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

No.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

The status quo should be maintained on the condition that the same treatment is given to faith weddings from all religions. The current legal position is
untenable and needs to be updated.

If there is no consistency in the approach my response would be to have all weddings preceded by civil preliminaries.



Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Only if they have had the same training and qualifications as standard officiants.

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Political organisations and activist groups.

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

I agree with this view. The three Abrahamic faiths (Christianity, Judaism and Islam) all promote the same sense of belief in monotheism and morality,
therefore, organisations from those faiths should never be excluded.

Most other major religions and non-religious belief organisations also espouse the same notions of morality.

There may be difficulty in modern times such as these to dictate to people about what the government's 'version' of morality issue. Rightly or wrongly,
currently there is a strong degree of separation between religion and state which was not the case when the original marriage laws were enacted.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Yes.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I believe there should be an upper ceiling on the fees that are charged by independent officiants. There can be a sliding scale determined by level of
experience and location.

For example, an independent officiant of 5 years' Post Authorisation Experience (PAE) can have the right to charge higher fees than an independent
officiant of 2 years' experience. furthermore, if the officiant is located in a certain part of the the country and is invited to perform a ceremony in another
part of the country, the officiant has the right to charge higher fees to cover travel and accommodation costs (if required).

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I agree with this proposal and would also suggest that the GRO enlist the help of appropriate organisations, professionals and representatives from faith
groups and communities so that appropriate training is provided to the communities, organisations and groups.

The GRO will also benefit from such a relationship and it is suggested that they also undertake training to from organisations, professionals and
representatives from faith groups and communities so that the GRO fully understands the intricacies of faith groups and communities. This is important
so that the processes can be understood and regional discrepancies highlighted and addressed.

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Please see below a real life example of a ceremony being used in a mosque which is registered as a place of worship and for the solemnisation of 
religious marriages. This has previously been approved by Kirklees in West Yorkshire: 
 
• The Imam introduces the ceremony and the parties 
• The Imam will ask either the Bride or her representative (if there is one) if consent is given for the Bride’s marriage to the Groom for the stipulated 
amount of Dowry (Mehr) given. This will be done on 3 separate occasions and on all 3 occasions the answer must be yes. 
• The Imam will ask the bride, “Are you (name of Bride) free lawfully to marry (name of Groom)?” 
• The Bride will reply, “I do solemnly declare that I know not of any lawful impediment why I, (name of Bride) may not be joined in matrimony to (name of 
Groom).” 
• The Imam will ask the Groom, “Are you (name of Groom) free lawfully to marry (name of Bride)?” 
• The Groom will reply, “I do solemnly declare that I know not of any lawful impediment why I, (name of Groom) may not be joined in matrimony to (name 
of Bride).” 
• The Imam will ask the Bride, “Do you accept (name of Groom) to be your lawful wedded husband?” 
• The Bride will reply, “I call upon these persons here present to witness that I, (name of Bride) do take thee (name of Groom) to be my lawful wedded 
husband.” 
• The Imam will ask the Groom, “Do you accept (name of Bride) to be your lawful wedded wife?” 
• The Groom will reply, “I call upon these persons here present to witness that I, (name of Groom) do take thee (name of Bride) to be my lawful wedded 
wife.” 
• The Groom will then also be asked, “The Bride has given her permission in front of these witnesses in accordance with the stipulated Mehr to be in your 
Nikah – do you accept her in your Nikah?” 
• The Groom will reply, “I have accepted her into my Nikah”



• Finally, the Imam will give the Islamic Khutbah comprising of a selection of verses from the Holy Qur’an and Ahaadeeth (saying of the Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH)) and will announce the validation of the marriage. This will be followed by a short supplication and thus the completion of the
ceremony.

Consultation Question 46:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

As long as all the formalities can be maintained and performed, I do not have a view on where a marriage can take place.

Consultation Question 49:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No to 50 (1) and (2) as that promotes greater ease and flexibility.

Prohibit 50 (3) as if there is no prohibition, it could be used as a vehicle to incite and provoke religious communities who do not necessarily share the
same values as non-religious organisations.

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



1. The organisation which owns the venue/location and/or the officiant.

2. The organisation should be able to present a case which clearly shows that it is a frequent location (with corroborative evidence). Once an application is
approved (with fee payable) the approval should last for 18 months before a fresh application has to be submitted.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes to 1-3. No to 4 if applied to opposite-sex couples wishing to get married (so that opposite-sex couples are not penalised for not knowing about the
position adopted by the organisation/location/officiant as it does not affect them).

I would suggest taking point 3 further to provide that even if only one party had knowledge that the ceremony was not authorised by an authorised
officiant, the marriage is void.

No

Please expand on your answer:

All marriages should be conducted in the presence of witnesses to minimise forced marriages and provide greater transparency.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

If such a thing exists it should be abolished. It is not right in practice or in law.

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

I do not have a view on this.

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The interview should be in-person where possible.

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

I do not have a view on this.

Consultation Question 71:

Other



Please expand on your answer:

The name of the officiant should also be a requirement.

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

I do not have any knowledge of this but fairness dictates that the same provisions as listed at Questions 68 - 72 should apply.

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(2) there should be no fee.

Please expand on your answer:

However, I would suggest that the registration officer is remunerated by the GRO or relevant government body.

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

1. The current law is out of date and ripe for reform. The cultural moral and religious values of Britain have changed dramatically over the course of the
last 70 years. Legislation should be in place to cater for the demand in flexibility sought after by couples wishing to marry.

Through my experience as a family law practitioner and Deputy Director of Register Our Marriage, I have come across hundreds of people who have
informed me that the the formalities required by the law as it currently stands has discouraged and prevented them from getting married. They cannot
understand why it is so difficult and convoluted. This is especially the case when viewed in the sub-text of religious marriages, where knowledge of the
true status of religious only marriages is not common and mostly wrong.

On a personal note, I have a number of friends, with whom I have a running debate as to why they should have a civil ceremony in addition to their
religious ceremony. Their words are simple: the process is too time consuming and bureaucratic.

2. These proposals are welcomed and I cannot see why these proposals, which we as family lawyers and ROM have been advocating for years, should not
lead to an increase in legally married couples.

To capitalise on this, professionals and organisations such as ROM should be working with the Law Commission and government bodies to educate all
demographics of society about the benefits of the proposed law reform so that there is widespread knowledge before it is made into law and widespread
take up when it is finally made into law.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

1 & 2. There is little knowledge about this process, including associated costs.
3. There is no uniformity in this and differs from mosque to mosque. I have strong links to between 8-10 mosques in West Yorkshire and costs are
irregular.
4. This can differ from mosque to mosque and may also depend on Imams. There is a perception that this is a common method of marriage within the
Muslim community. This is not the case and usually espoused by professionals who have no connection with mosques. Most Muslim couples have one
part of the religious ceremony at home (where the bride's consent is taken) and the other part in the mosque (where the groom's consent is taken).
5. Due to lack of correct knowledge and information, this is viewed as onerous and regrettably relegated to 'unnecessary' after the religious ceremony has
been undertaken.

I am willing to provide evidence if required and as far as I am able.

ROM also has a big network of Imams and other faith leaders which could assist.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

1. There will always be people who wish to marry in a register office. The proposed changes would make it easier.
2. This would makes things much easier and practical.
3. This is a potential game-changer and not before time. To be able to tell the citizens of England and Wales that one marriage ceremony is sufficient for
their spiritual and temporal is a great way to expound the benefits of the marriage system and the protection offered by the law.



Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

It is a shame that more organisations have not taken up this provision but again, it shows the bureaucracy of the current legislation.

I have been instructed by a handful of mosques to register their buildings as places for the solemnisation of marriages. These institutions are in the
minority. I cannot say how many ceremonies they have conducted or how many times registration officers have attended but I can make enquiries. I
suspect the number will not be very high.

More organisations have enquired but not gone ahead after they have learnt of the registration process and requirements for the ceremony.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

1-4. This will benefit society massively and is welcomed.

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I do not have a view on this.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I do not have a view on this.

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

There should be greater ease and flexibility as long as all formalities and requirements are met.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

There should be greater ease and flexibility as long as all formalities and requirements are met.

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I do not have a view on this.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I do not have a view on this.

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

The Government and local authorities to bear the cost. They will no doubt receive income from fees paid by organisations, officiants and end-users but
the argument for changing the law could not be clearer.

Proposals such as these will without doubt, benefit society and most importantly, protect the vulnerable. If these proposals were already in place, many
men, women and children would not have had to rely on the welfare state and would have been afforded the protection of the divorce laws of this
country.

This law reform should be used as the springboard to educate our citizens on the benefits of marriage, including what marriage and married life can look
like in the 21st century and inform people about their rights upon marriage and separation. It should also be used to dispel myths surrounding common
law husbands and wives and the legal status of non-qualifying legal marriages.



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUNG-8

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-04 22:16:37

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Personal Response

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Not necessary

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

NA

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

NA

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

NA

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:



NA

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

-

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Don't know

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

No comment

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

Longer to prevent shot gun ( fast and without thought)marriages

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

No online interviews as a safeguard against sham and forced marriages as you may not be alerted to their possibility.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

No comment

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

No Comment

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

No comment

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

No Comment

Consultation Question 12:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

No Comment

Please share your views below:

No comment

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

No comment

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

No comment

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

No comment

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes if they so wish

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

1 and 3 but point 2 is not clear what 'other requirements' are so no.

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Status quo would seem best as it provides more flexibility

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Seems reasonable but maybe two to avoid conflict of interests or pressure from others or family members

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Why not

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

why not

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This requires greater thought as this is potentially open to cults and all kinds of abhorent behaviour. Surely a belief system must be intrinsically ordered
to the good. Some reference needs to be made of the ordering of the beliefs to the common good of mankind. The good not including multiple wives or
husbands as this goes against equality of the sexes for example.

Please share your views below:

No organisation without adherents to a belief system for the common good that has been around for a substantial number of years and has gained
recognition as a secular belief society in several countries throughout the world excepting the state for civil ceremonies should be permitted to officiate at
ceremonies.

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Do you mean individual churches here or religious organisations? If you mean 20 members of a religious or secular organisation I think this opens the
institution of marriage to degradation if only a few members can qualify an organisation to be 'religious or secular'. As many different views of marriage
could then potentially exist side by side , the only requirement being 20 people getting together and proposing their own views on marriage thus making
a mockery of a societal view of marriage and a consequent loss of meaning.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Exclusion of organisations that go against the common good perhaps and this is where the debates should come in as what is considered lawful changes
from period to period..

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

No comment

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Unlimited independent officials would further lead to the degradation of the seriousness of the undertaking of marriage and open the way to all kinds of
ceremonials or in fact competition among officials and reputation building as to which ones will allow the enacting of current fetishes of people seeking to
be somehow different or outlandish or who operate on the edge of common morality. How would you prevent competition and reputation building
among independent officials who do not have a belief motive but may be motivated by profit and determine who would be a suitable official and who
was not?

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Who checks state organisations and what criteria would you use?

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

18 is too young.

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If you have no limits on the fees that you can charge this will allow the making of profits into the system as celebrities could charge enormous amounts.

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Needs more thought

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Yes probably

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Yes probably

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

What if their is a dispute as to what a fit and proper person is?



Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Yes but with a clear avenue for a hearing

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

No comment

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

no comment

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A marriage must be more than the signing of a document. Or we could have many people abusing our immigration system than we have already. Some
substance to what a marriage is must be part of the prescribed words.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Again the show becomes more important than the undertaking if the whims of each couple take over from the act of marriage. They can celebrate later
how they like but keep the official part short and official -full of legal meaningful content.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

As before

Consultation Question 45:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Keep the civil specifically civil. Let the couple go away after signing and celebrate how they like nothing to do with the government.

Please share your views below:

no.

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Once a civil marriage has been registered the state has no further interference to be made; religious services should not be in the jurisdiction of the civil
act of marriage.



Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No as being married entails a public change of status and is therefore a public act and this should be made clear to the couple as part of what it means to
be legally married.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A civil marriage is the signing of a document and understanding the change of status of a person so it should be done in an office of the State with the
exception of recognised religious organisations ( due to history of Church of England and then extended to those of other religious beliefs or
organisations where members hold non religious beliefs. Couples desiring more should make their own arrangements for a further event to mark the
occasion-nothing to do with the state and its function of registration - in a separate place for a separate purpose altogether.

Please share your views below:

Government offices only. It is a legal occasion with undertakings by both parties. Celebrations outside of this narrow remit should take place elsewhere.
The government should have no part in individual preferences for venues.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Civil registration should only take place in government offices or by exception Churches and non religious organisations and must be open to the public
as a marriage is a public change of status and must be open to others objecting to the contract if necessary. For celebrations of the registration the
government has no place or the public and should be conducted where the couple see fit.

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Civil registration of a wedding should take place in a government office but by extension due to the church of England's history in churches also and by
extension and religious freedom to non religious belief organisations.

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I do not agree that civil registration of a wedding should be conducted outside of a government office except by historical exception. Couples are free to
celebrate marriage anywhere . Why should the state follow couples to their desired place of poetry and readings. We cannot chose where to register a
birth or where to send for a passport or where to have our bins collected from other than outside our own house. Why should the state have to follow us
around hill and dale? This is the state gone mad.

Consultation Question 52:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No location exceptions . Location should be a state building/office. Embellishments are for the couple.

No

Please expand on your answer:



As above

Consultation Question 53:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Registration should not be a commercial enterprise at all. Like the registration of births. Let the couple celebrate however where they like. They can spend
as much as they like on the celebration then.

Please share your views below:

Not applicable to my view.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Abuse of the system

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUVG-G

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-04 22:20:28

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Require personal details to be kept anonymous

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

In a legally recognised marriage

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

The limit of numbers attending ceremonies appears arbitrary. Buildings registered for marriage should have been allowed to accommodate numbers
that could safely attended rather than a simple number



Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

The whole point of the notice period is, by my understanding, to allow opportunity for challenge to the proposed marriage. A shorter period does not
allow for this

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

I do not agree. In the situations above, inevitably there is pressure on individuals to identify these situations. Further it gives rise to possible accusations
of “racism” or “stereotyping” “prejudice” when people are requested to attend an in person interview.

Further, body language and interactions must play a vital part in determining sham and forced marriages?

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I think this reflects moving with modern times and technology

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

In the event of very clear and limited circumstances

Please share your views below:

No

Consultation Question 13:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes, this is a key part of the individuals declaration that they understand the importance of marriage which is legally binding

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, this is a role performed by the Anglican Church well through the years and allows flexibility for couples and choice

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Is this necessary under the current structure? Clergy attend the this, as do registrars. Therefore whilst these are good principles, are they necessary under
the current model?

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The current approach allows our church to conduct weddings, even though we don’t have anyone legally recognised to do so. This is a great benefit for
our members and therefore i support this being maintained.

Consultation Question 21:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Two people should be present to ensure completeness and transparency

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This seems very open and arbitrary

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

To suggest something is “contrary to public policy or morality” is very subjective, and something that can change in a heart beat. A legal view can be held
that people do not generally agree with, that’s what a democratic society allows for.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Those currently allowed to officiate weddings (registrars and clergy) are highly trained and have a support mechanism in place regarding the role they
fulfill and the framework of marriage. There is no guidance on what training an individual officiant may have had, or who they are accountable to nor
what their views on marriage are abs whether these align legally

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is essentially self regulation of an independent body. This does not factor in the motivations of the organisation nor the danger they are seeking to
become empowered themselves by officiating weddings. Monitoring must be done by a third party to be effective

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The description of being “oral or otherwise” is open to a wide range of abuses. Someone could consent in writing, something that they may have been
forced to do or could since have changed their mind. A marriage is partly a public event and partly so it is witnessed by society.

The existing prescribed words are crucial and foundational to a marriage. They clearly explain the requirements of marriage and convey to those making
the vowels the seriousness of the undertaking.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The seriousness of marriage should not be undermined, nor should the legal commitment couples are making to each other. There is a solemnity that
should be respected. Non legal ceremonies allow for personalisation for a couple, without undermining the above. To merge the two, risks undermining
the marriage itself, and the types of examples seen display this (underwater or part of a Halloween party). Other legally binding contracts are not allowed
to be personalised, such as making a declaration before a Notary Public because of the nature of the content and marriage should be no different



Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A marriage, whilst undertaken by a couple, is of benefit to society as a whole and therefore the open door policy is helpful in showing this and should
remain

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Such a relaxation could mean venues are chosen that do not uphold the dignity of marriage. The wording used by the Law Commission in this area is
vague (ie “in the air”) suggesting that the benchmark of what is considered dignified and safe is not specific or codified, making it subjective to the couples

Please share your views below:

This list clearly doesn’t reflect the essence of marriage. A marriage in a private home does not allow for the wider awareness of the community that the
wedding is taking place, and how can a marriage “in the air” be duly witnessed? The list reads like a list of weekend activities, not venues for committing
your life to someone

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Part of getting married is the public declaration of a couples commitment to each other

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUVJ-K

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-04 22:21:46

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

None

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It should take place in a dignified setting appropriate to the solemnity of the vows being made.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is a public declaration.

Consultation Question 50:

Other

Other

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Religious organisations should not be compelled to host other organisations' weddings in their buildings.

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUNJ-B

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-04 22:29:51

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Invited to a wedding in March which had to be postponed until November, then had to be 'de-invited' due to restriction on numbers for a re-arranged,
short notice wedding. Not a problem for my wife and I as we understood the situation but obviously not the best of circumstances for those getting
married.



Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There needs to be more clarity on the meaning and application of the words 'dignity' and 'solemnity' as regards the content and tone of the ceremony.

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This seems to suggest that it might be possible for a person to get married without actually being present at the ceremony which would of course be
nonsensical! Just to sign a schedule would remove the importance of a public commitment and would potentially trivialise the serious nature of the
relationship being entered into.
Marriage is not just a private agreement between two people getting married but also has a social and legal context.
All these proposals seem to fit into an ongoing plan by 'the politically correct' to devalue the meaning of marriage which they perceive to be an outdated
institution, and look at the results! More self indulgence, more divorces and more broken families with the most vulnerable suffering the most! Not only
that, but more costs subsequently falling on the taxpayer with the only possible beneficiaries being overpaid lawyers!

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

In its broadest sense I would concur but have filled in a 'no' response because there could still in theory be a danger of some theme being chosen which
would trivialise the nature of the occasion.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I can't in principle see anything wrong with this. It might help guests who are people of faith to feel more included and welcome.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As stated previously marriage is not just a private matter without any public significance.
Furthermore the open door principle makes a marriage entered into under coercion more difficult to effect.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Would this include in outer space, under the water, on the top of a tree or in a circus? Obviously not for most people but again it is important not to 
trivalise the importance of what is happening. Marriage ceremonies should be enjoyable but not farcical as it is a time when people should be planning at



least to enter a life time commitment which will bring trials and disappointments as well hopefully times of great rejoicing.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Definitely, but probably the definition of 'dignified' needs greater clarification.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUVS-V

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-04 22:31:59

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I agree but feel this does not go far enough. The mood should be serious yes but this should be extended to the content as well. The proposals should
define what is meant by solemnity and dignity.



Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Weddings should be kept as an important and serious responsibility and commitment so there should be guidance to keep it as such especially if anyone
can be ordained in this way.

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A person should absolutely be present during the ceremony, a signature is not enough, these can be forged and there are plenty of cases of forced
marriage where this would make things easier for the oppressors.
A marriage is about the commitment the couple is making, a few prescribed words is very little to ask to make it a legal commitment. For a couple to
make up all the words would potentially take away from the solemnity of the ceremony, there is already flexibility around all the rest of the vows. I
recently went to a wedding where one of the vows promised to "like" every Instagram post, maybe a joke but not the time or the place for such a throw
away promise.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Again taking away from the seriousness and dignity of marriage by allowing people to make things silly. It's not just about a couple having fun but about
the serious, life long commitment of marriage.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This again will lay people open to forced marriages which are still a big problem. Marriage is not just a private affair but a public declaration so removing
the public aspect changes it completely!

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Again this destroys a part of the dignity of marriage and the seriousness of the occasion.

Please share your views below:

How are weddings going to be solemn and dignified when taking place in the air? And again in private homes would only increase and encourage forced
marriages.

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This consultation has such a vague idea of dignified and increasing privacy does not make it safer. That I would worry that even with such pera meters set
out it would still not be enough.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Currently it is easy for people to get married except in the last year with all the lockdowns. If people are serious about staying together for the rest of
their lives a wedding is easy to do. There are self imposed restrictions that people wait til they can afford a big wedding party but this isn't a legal issue.
Therefore I don't feel any of these changes would increase marriages but merely encourage people to not take marriage seriously and potentially
increase divorce rates which are already very high.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUV5-X
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Do not need this to be confidential .

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not relevant

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:



Fewer were possible. Numbers were limited.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Being physically present in the area chosen for the marriage may be costly and inconvenient. In this digital age it is not necessary. Everything can be done
remotely as we have learned during this virus.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No need to be present in person. Can be done online.

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

This would give enough time for any issues that arise to be rotes before the wedding day.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

This should certainly be possible. We have the means to interview remotely. Let’s Use it. Saves time and money.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Yes. If this ensures a smooth progression to the wedding day.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No reason why anyone would object to this unless they gave something to hide.

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Gives enough time to organise the wedding and allow for delays.

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This would allow greater flexibility in choice of officiant by the wedding couple.

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is practical.



Please share your views below:

It should be the choice of the wedding couple not the registry office. The wedding couple may wish to establish a relationship with the officiant who is
going to marry them, rather than just turn up on the day,

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Why should they not?

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

We need to move on,

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

They could be published more widely if the couple are not part of that parish but have chosen that church to be married in.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

This seems sensible.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

This also seems reasonable and sensible.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

If you choose to be married in church then the church should have authority beyond that of civil authority in the question of church wedding.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There must be legal recognition of the marriage and that it is freely entered into.

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This aspect can be done separately or online. Officiants should acquire legal qualification to act solely on the wedding day.

Consultation Question 21:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Registration officers can be replaced by one officiant if registration is done online.

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No different from officiants.

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Some authority is required to give the wedding officiant official status in going about their duties. Makes sense to come from a centralised body.

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No. That would restrict officiants to the Humanist belief system which is as prescriptive as any other belief system. Many couples do not want any belief
system overseeing their marriage and choose an independent Celebrant to conduct a ceremony designed to their own requirements.

Please share your views below:

Such a list would by its nature enforce restrictions that we are trying to remove. Not necessary.

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See above.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

The point of marriage is to become part of our functioning society so obviously we would not want to encourage organisations who are unlawful or
contrary to public policy or morality.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

The whole point of reforming this system is to make it more individual and less bureaucratic. Nominating by office does not seem to reflect this advance.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This would ensure a level of professionalism in the work of independent officiants at the same time as allowing them freedom from the constraints of the
registry office wedding.

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

See above.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

This is a responsible and professional role.

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

See above.

Consultation Question 32:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Although they are providing a public service in their role of wedding officiant they are not bound by any set of beliefs. There is a good deal of competition
in this field and fee pricing is key to market success.

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

They are independent operators.

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Independent celebrants are not bound by any set of beliefs and should not therefore be part of a belief organisation.

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

That is their solemn role.

Consultation Question 36:

No

Please expand on your answer:

We already have good guidelines in place from training as celebrants,

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

They have achieved accreditation from the organisation that trained them. That organisation has ultimate authority over their fitness to operate.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

They have the civic authority to do so as an ultimate power.

Consultation Question 39:

No



Please expand on your answer:

Would prefer an independent body.

Consultation Question 40:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The only reason for this would be if they failed to perform their duties to the required standard. In that they are independent their success stands or falls
by the quality of their deliverance. It would be cutting off their nose to spite their face if they delivered an inferior service. No-one would engage them.
Therefore they would always strive to deliver top quality service!

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It is in everyone’s Interests that standards are maintained.

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There must be verbal and written consent so these steps are reasonable,

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Individual ceremony but agreed by all parties.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As much deregularisation as possible whilst retaining the belief system required.

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Some couples like to include a religious element as part of he tradition of their family history without subscribing to an orthodox set of beliefs.

Please share your views below:

Hymns and prayers. Blessings. Traditional wording for vows.

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Some people wish to have a wedding blessing service following a civil ceremony even if they have not been permitted to have a religious wedding.

Consultation Question 47:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Weddings should be allowed to take place anywhere.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Licensed venues charge premium prices putting unnecessary financial strain on the wedding couple on a day that should be focusing on their wedding
vows not venues! Allowing them to be married anywhere they choose would lift this burden from them.

Please share your views below:

There should be no restrictions on where a couple can marry.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Why not? Surely they should be accessible for these sort of occasions at all times?

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Religious weddings should take place in religious venues.

Non religious weddings should take place in unconsecrated venues.

This is respectful of people’s belief systems.

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

An officiant is perfectly capable of deciding the suitability of the venue given that discussion will have taken place about the sort of wedding that is
desired.

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

A wedding is a solemn undertaking.

No

Please expand on your answer:

Unnecessary. A wedding officiant should be able to assess this. They are professional and accredited and understand the serious nature of their work.

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

An additional safeguard.

Please share your views below:



The Wedding Commission.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Important for civil records. Family history.

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Their choice.

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This would liberate the entire marriage process which is dictated by the limitations of what the registry office can offer. This has limited couples choices
on date of wedding, and venue. Electronic registration would alleviate the delays that are arising now because of Covid pandemic. Some couples are
having to delay weddings for up to two years because registry offices can not accommodate them.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

All of the above are good reasons for a marriage not to be validated.

No

Please expand on your answer:

These aspects of the marriage are part of what gives it validity and need to be upheld.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

All required to make marriage official.

Consultation Question 59:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If there was no intention to live together This would be a sham marriage.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

They need some proof they are actually married.

Consultation Question 60:

No



Please expand on your answer:

Thee must be some authority on this point.

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It would lead the profession into disrepute.

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

No knowledge on this subject.

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Limited time would require special intervention.

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The system needs simplifying and given uniformity. Registrars have too much authority and are restricting the process to getting married with too much
bureaucracy.

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Sensible.

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

See above.

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This would cover all legal and binding elements of the marriage in a straightforward way.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Expedient.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Less invasive.



Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No reason why not.

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As long as all legal aspects were covered why not?

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Smaller craft that could provide the necessary space could be allowed to have a wedding ceremony aboard.

Consultation Question 71:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

They may not be able to gave the Celebrant of choice on their cruise with them.

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Practical.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Not too difficult to achieve. Upholds standards.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Sand rules should -apply as on land.

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Not known.

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Depends on length of cruise.

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Extra time involved means extra cost.



Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

This would be preferable.

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Everything should be possible. It is up to the couple how they wish to get married.

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Some standard is necessary.

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

See above

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is surely what already happens. Preferable however to register wedding online and dispense with registrar at wedding. Therefore saving the cost
altogether.

Consultation Question 81:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

None of these services would be required once online registration is installed.

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Same amount of time involved.

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Ideally no fee. This would be a wedding in compassionate grounds.

Consultation Question 84:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not sure what would be involved to warrant a fee?



Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Lifting the regulations on involvement of registrars in marriage ceremonies would decrease cost of weddings leading to more couples feeling financially
able to get married as they would no longer need to book a licensed venue or include the registrar at the ceremony. The wedding officiant could provide
the whole service for less money and with greater choice of where and how it happens.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

As previously stated, simplifying the way in which the marriage is legally recognised and where it may be held will free couples to go ahead with simple
wedding ceremonies where they have previously not felt able to marry due to the financial burden it places on them.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

All of the above proposals would encourage couples to feel able to marry more easily, and with less financial pressure. This had to be in the interests of
society as a whole. Giving Independent celebrants the legal authority to conduct these simplified weddings is the solution and it would be a great
improvement to their current situation to have this authority.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Costs are far too high and inhibiting. If reforms were made as proposed then couples would be more encouraged to go ahead with getting married.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Venues would welcome these reforms as they would be one more attractive to wedding couples without so many rules.

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No doubt authorities would not welcome reform as they derive much income from status quo. But it is necessary.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

No benefits envisaged.

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Improvements to both in terms of ease of movement across borders.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Not sure if legal aspect here.

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Not sure.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

May increase passenger numbers



Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

Not good for local government
Good for businesses
Good for religious/non-religious organisations
Excellent for independent officiants
And most importantly great for couples!
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Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

St John's Wood Road Baptist Church

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Response on behalf of an organisation

If other, please state::
Please select a region, state or province.

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

No.

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:



As a of a church I had to work through the emotional distress with those who wanted to get married but were unable to due to the impact of the
first lock down. However, those getting married were clear that marriage is a serious commitment that requires both legal, societal and, as Christians,
God's recognition. Although the temptation was there for them to claim that they were 'married' they realised that without all three of these factors they
would not be legitimately married.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

The current time period should remain - this allows ample opportunity for it to be challenged. A lengthy period of time to challenge is important - 3 days
or 7 days is insufficient.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Interviews should remain in person and not remotely. The risk of false representation or intimidation is too great with 'remote' interviews.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Yes - as this is in line with current legislation and allows flexibility for extreme circumstances.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, as well as continuing with the current public display at a registrar office or church. An online display would allow greater awareness of any upcoming
marriage.

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes, both of these look to be positive measures that should continue.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes - this should continue as it upholds the seriousness and importance of monogamous marriage within society.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

The Church of England should continue to be recognised as this allows for flexibility, choice and conscience to be exercised. The current model works well
and should be continued.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It hasn't been necessary up till now and is unclear why this should be changed. Further, it increases the workload for busy public sector bodies and need
for financing.

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Because our church infrequently marries people we rely on civil registrars to register the wedding as we do not have our own authorised person. Further,
because we rarely marry people we are less familiar with the legal wording and process - something that a civil registrar assists with.

Consultation Question 21:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

This wording is too vague ('contrary to public policy or morality'). Rather it should focus on objective rather than subjective, and ever-changing, criterion.
For example, stating that those advocating violence in removing democratic government should not be permitted to nominate officiants.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As a church  I hold the marriage ceremony and the vows made as sacrosanct.

There is no financial benefit from officiating at a wedding as the situation currently stands however my concern is that opening the market up for
officiants could lead to the motivation being financial rather that societal and the good of the couple in question.

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I am concerned that under these proposed changes it would be possible to have a legally recognised wedding in which no words were said between the
couple being married. Further, if no words were required to be said than no promises or vows would be required either. This undermines the seriousness
of what marriage is; to the couple in question, their friends and family who look to support them in their commitment to each other and to society in
general. This proposes approach would allow the ceremony to be seen as more of a casual affair rather than a serious and life-long commitment to each
other at the exclusion of all others.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

While I would hope that every endeavour would be made to ensure that officiants do not undermine the dignity and solemnity of marriage this wording is
too subjective. We have already seen on record outlandish non-legal ceremonies with couples dressed as hedgehogs or comic book characters. It is
difficult to envisage an officiant denying a couple their genuine wish to be married as hedgehogs if they so chose. This type of scenario would undermine
the seriousness of what the marriage ceremony is and what marriage represents.

Further, it could also open the door to a merging of different religious ceremonies from those who do not practice any of them; thereby potentially
causing great offense to some minority religious groups in the UK.

Consultation Question 44:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If a divorced couple seek to be married and are unable to within church (such as Roman Catholics) and therefore require a civil wedding ceremony it
would be good for them to be allowed to have religious content at their ceremony - such as the mention of God, Christianity or the church.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The open door policy ensures that the wedding is a public event and demonstrates its importance to society. Weddings that are not public turn this public
event into a private one and of interest only to the couple - marriage has a far wider impact on society than just the couple and so this should remain as it
currently stands in the legislation.
It also protects against the danger of forced/coerced marriages and bigamy/polygamy.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Under the proposed legislation it is unclear what safeguards will be used to ensure all venues are suitable for marriages. The proposals neither define
what is meant by 'dignified' or 'safe' with regard to venues. The dignity of the ceremony and the solemnness of the event should be upheld because it
represents the seriousness of the commitment that is being made by each party to the marriage.

outdoors,, on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

A wedding ceremony should be public and witnessed, not private and withheld. Private homes and air-based ceremonies (such as a hot air balloon)
would exclude this. As already stated, the dignity of the ceremony and the solemnness of the event should be upheld because it represents the
seriousness of the commitment that is being made by each party to the marriage. Some of these venues (outdoors, water-based, air-based) read more as
a 'Red letter day' event rather than the importance that is conveyed by a marriage ceremony.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A wedding ceremony should be public and witnessed because of the impact that marriage has on society at large; it is not only about the couple in
question and therefore private and restricted to them alone. Marriage affects all of society and it is something that should be upheld as the serious and
societally-benefitting commitment that it is.

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUVH-H

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-04 22:47:29

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

None

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 5: Officiants



Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Many churches rely on civil registras as they don't have their own, if civil registras were not to officiate then many people would not be able to have the
ceremony that would be meaningful to them.

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

The terms "contrary to public policy or morality" is rather subjective. It risks discrimination against minority views.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Doing so could risk commercialising the official act of marriage by untrained individuals not interested in the seriousness of the marriage commitments.

Consultation Question 30:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony



Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The current required wording provides a foundation that matches the solemnity of marriage, to not require it would remove that foundation.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Some amount of flexibility is good, but there should be a minimum amount of uniformity in what defines marriage as a serious commitment between
two individuals.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I am concerned about the rare occasions when closed doors could facilitate abuse
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Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-04 22:56:22

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

It is difficult to discern how a sham or forced marriage could be established in an interview without detective investigations.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Banns need to be read at the churches where the couple are each known, which may not be where they are married.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Wedding officiants are presently either highly trained registrars or religious representatives who are likely to have strongly-held beliefs on marriage.
Allowing independent officiants would include those who may not place such a high value on marriage. Independent officiants can currently conduct
weddings that are not legally binding and have included ceremonies that ridicule marriage. Such ceremonies could be legally binding if independent
officiants were allowed, undermining the dignity of marriage.
Also, couples might choose independent officiants is because they have been refused the religious ceremony of their choice: perhaps if a couple’s beliefs
or behaviour are not consistent with the religion they choose for the wedding. Having an independent officiant conduct a pseudo-religious ceremony
could misrepresent the religious group’s position on, for example, same-sex marriage. Or there might be beliefs from more than one religion brought into
a single ceremony, giving a distorted picture of all the faiths involved.
There is no financial incentive to officiate a wedding presently. Including independent officiants makes wedding vows a commercial concern: those more
willing to be flexible with the ceremony likely to profit the most- likely to increase the costs of wedding venues.
This also sets the standard extremely low for the seriousness of the wedding, it is unclear what safeguards or training would be in place, and is likely to
become more lax in time.

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The present words form a foundation for the declarations that are required for a marriage. Without them the wedding ceremony could be as
meaningless as a couple or officiant chooses, and legal marriage could become nothing more than a Government certificate.
Marriage is founded on solemn promises made between two parties. Under these proposals it would be possible to have a legally recognised wedding in
which no words were even said between the couple.
The commitment made in marriage must be taken very seriously, and without the present words it is much easier to treat the ceremony casually. These
words are only a small part of the entire wedding ceremony and the rules are already extremely flexible about what happens in the rest of the ceremony.
Allowing wholly personalised wedding ceremonies without any legally-required words would send the message that marriage is an entirely private
matter.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is far more important that a legal wedding ceremony reflects the seriousness of the
commitment the parties are making than that it is personalised to the couple.
Non-legally binding ceremonies can already be as personalised as people want. These have included ceremonies that ridicule marriage. Personalisation
will damage the dignity of the wedding ceremony.
Officiants ensuring that the ceremony does not undermine the dignity and solemnity of marriage is too subjective and will not prevent couples finding an
officiant to agree to even the most outlandish wishes. Fully-tailored wedding ceremonies would encourage commercialisation: those more willing to be
flexible with the ceremony would be likely to profit the most, encouraging people to push the boundaries.
Also, if people can entirely customise their own weddings, they might blend together different elements from faith ceremonies inappropriately, effectively
making a parody of those ceremonies. This could be highly offensive to people of those faiths

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:



No

Please expand on your answer:

The ‘open doors’ requirement for a wedding ceremony makes it clear that marriage is not a private affair, but rather is important to society as a whole.
Also, weddings which are not publicly accessible make a statement that the marriage is private and of interest only to the couple: which is not true.
Ensuring that weddings are open to any member of the public, rather than just those invited, is also a way of protecting against forced marriage and
bigamy.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is unclear what safeguards will prevent unsuitable venues being used. How will the dignity of such ceremonies be guaranteed?
The consultation states that venues would need to be ‘dignified’ and ‘safe’, but lacks clarity on what this means. Venues should not detract from the
solemn occasion of the wedding-
‘dignified’ and ‘safe’ could be interpreted very broadly.
Unofficial weddings have been conducted in ways and places that ridicule and trivialise marriage.
The law must not allow such venues to host legally binding ceremonies.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Many churches rely on civil registrars to register weddings, as they do not have their own authorised person.
One of the Law Commissions goals is that 'the ceremony that is meaningful to the couple should be recognised by law'. This can happen at the moment
in churches that do not have an authorised person, by having a civil registrar to register the marriage. If this is not possible, many couples who attend
such churches are likely to require a separate civil ceremony.
The consultation points out that around half of places of worship registered for weddings do not have a person authorised to conduct weddings. Many of
these places will be churches, which are able to conduct weddings at the moment but will not be able to under the proposals unless they appoint an
authorised person.

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

This sounds reasonable on the surface but there is a danger that it could become a route for penalising churches with moral views that contradict 
prevailing opinion. 
 
'Contrary to public policy or morality' is too subjective. It would risk churches with unpopular but legal views being excluded from nominating officiants. 
 
The test should focus on objective criteria. These could include promoting purposes that are illegal or support illegal activity (eg terrorism), that advocate



violent overthrow of democracy or that undermine the rule of law.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

At the moment only civil registrars and religious officiants are able to officiate at legally valid marriage ceremonies. Such people are likely to have clear
beliefs on marriage. Allowing independent officiants could open the door to officiants who may not place an appropriately high value on marriage.

Independent officiants ('celebrants') can currently conduct weddings that are not legally binding. These may include bizarre ceremonies, such as a couple
dressed as fictional characters or animals. If independent officiants were allowed, such ceremonies could become legally binding, undermining the dignity
of marriage.

A couple might choose an independent officiant because they had been refused a religious ceremony by the denomination of their choice. This might
happen where a couple's beliefs or lifestyle were inconsistent with the denomination whose church they chose for the wedding. Having an independent
officiant conduct a pseudo-religious ceremony could misrepresent a church's position on, for example, same-sex marriage. A recent study found that
most independent celebrants would give little restriction on what could be included in a ceremony, even where the content 'clashed with their personal
religion, beliefs or values'. This could undermine the seriousness of the ceremony and it is not clear what training would be in place or what standards
would be prescribed.

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Guidance should ensure due regard for the dignity and solemnity of marriage.

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The prescribed words form a foundation for the declarations that are required for a marriage. Without them the marriage ceremony can be as
meaningless as a couple or officiant chooses with the result that legal marriage could become nothing more than a Government certificate.

Marriage is founded on solemn promises made between two parties. Under these proposals it would be possible to have a legally recognised wedding in
which no words were said between the couple nor promises made.

The commitment of marriage must be taken seriously. Without prescribed words it would be much easier to treat the ceremony casually.

Allowing marriage ceremonies with no legally-prescribed word would send the message that marriage is an entirely private matter.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is more important that a legal marriage ceremony reflects the seriousness of the commitment by the parties than that it is personalised to the couple.

Non-legally binding ceremonies can already be personalised. Personalisation could undermine the dignity and seriousness of the legally-binding
ceremony.

A requirement for officiants to ensure that the ceremony does not undermine the dignity and solemnity of marriage is too subjective. It would not
prevent a couple finding an officiant willing to agree to bizarre proposals.

If people can customise their own marriage ceremonies, they might inappropriately combine elements from different religious traditions.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If a couple wishes to have religious content, they should have a religious ceremony. Religious content in a civil ceremony would be confusing.

Please share your views below:

Religious content should not be allowed at civil weddings. If a couple wishes to have religious content, they should have a religious ceremony.

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

'Open doors' makes clear that marriage is not simply a private matter but a matter for society as a whole.

Ensuring marriage ceremonies are open to any member of the public is a way of protecting against forced marriage or bigamy.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Whilst there are advantages in changing the system for churches that do not own their own premises but worship in shared buildings such as community
centres or schools, there is a danger that removing the restrictions may open the door to inappropriate venues being used.

It is unclear what safeguards would prevent unsuitable venues being used. The consultation states that venues would have to be 'dignified' and 'safe' but
it is not clear what this would mean in practice or what criteria would be applied. The suggestion that ceremonies could take place 'in the air' suggests
that the terms could be interpreted very broadly.

on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

Venues should always be dignified and accessible to the general public. Three of the options above do not meet these criteria.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

'Open doors' requirement makes clear that marriage is not simply a private matter but relevant to society as a whole.

Ensuring marriage ceremonies are open to any member of the public is a way of protecting against forced marriage or bigamy, for example.

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Only religious ceremonies should take place in a religious setting and a religious ceremony should not take place in a secular setting. To do otherwise
would risk confusion as to the significance of the ceremony.

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There should be very strict criteria to ensure that the location is in keeping with the dignity and solemnity of the ceremony. The officiant should be
responsible for ensuring that the location conforms to the criteria.

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

'Safe' and 'dignified' are terms which should be clearly defined, with examples, to ensure that the dignity and solemnity of the ceremony is respected.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Guidance must be very clear and random checks made to ensure that officiants are abiding by the guidelines.

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Owners of private premises, for example castles or stately homes, who do not agree with same-sex marriage or civil partnership should not be obliged to
host same-sex marriage or civil partnership ceremonies.

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Should be either 'mother' or 'father' as it will always be either one or the other.

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is important that all requirements are correctly fulfilled.



Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Couple should be required to cohabit for a prescribed period of time. Failure to do so may indicate that the marriage was contracted for improper
purposes, eg to obtain residence rights by a foreign national.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

In such a situation a ceremony would not be open to members of the public.

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

In such a situation a ceremony would not be open to members of the public.

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Owners of private premises, such as castles and stately homes, should not be penalised if they do not wish to host same-sex marriages.

The 18th Earl of Devon refused to host a same-sex civil partnership ceremony at Powderham Castle in May 2008 as it would have been be contrary to his
religious beliefs. As a result his licence to host civil ceremonies at Powderham Castle was revoked by Devon County Council. This discriminated against
the Earl on religious grounds.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Owners of private premises, such as castles and stately homes, should not be penalised if they do not wish to host same-sex marriages. 



The 18th Earl of Devon refused to host a same-sex civil partnership ceremony at Powderham Castle in May 2008 as it would have been be contrary to his
religious beliefs. As a result his licence to host civil ceremonies at Powderham Castle was revoked by Devon County Council. This discriminated against
the Earl on religious grounds.

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YU97-3

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-04 22:59:46

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

The pandemic has made it very difficult to consider marriage, especially for couples for whom marriage is very important, and who, because of their
religious beliefs do not believe that they can live together until they are married. My sister is in this position, having become engaged in the past few
months, but anxious about when she can get married and live with her fiance, and not knowing when their wedding will be able to take place. Marriage is
very important to them and they would not want to live together without a legally binding wedding ceremony.



Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Some religious places of worship rely on civil registrars to conduct weddings in their place of worship. Not allowing registration officers to officiate at
religious weddings could prevent couples from getting married in their own place of worship, and could therefore make them feel discriminated against.

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I am concerned about the requirement for a religious organisation to have at least 20 members in order to be able to nominate officiants. Many churches
these days have small congregations of less than 20 worshippers, and this could prevent couples belonging to these places of worship from marrying in
their own church, which seems unfair.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

I am concerned by this proposal. Promoting purposes 'contrary to public policy or morality' is very vague and subjective. It could religious organisations
that hold unpopular (but nevertheless legal) views being prohibited from nominating officiants. Focusing on objective criteria, such as prohibiting
organisations that promote illegal activity (e.g. terrorism) or overthrow of democracy would be significantly better.



Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This risks commercialising marriage, with anyone able to apply to become an 'independent officiant' and carry out a wedding of any type, even including
parts of religious ceremonies in a way that could be offensive to those who genuinely hold those beliefs, or dumb down the serious nature of marriage
and commitment.

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Prescribed words to be said as part of the marriage ceremony are important part of the public commitment, so should not be removed.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Public access to a wedding ceremony is important, including to prevent abuse and forced marriages taking place in private.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Other

Please expand on your answer:



The place a wedding takes place should reflect the seriousness of the commitment.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YU8V-1

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-04 23:03:43

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

I agree that the in-person interview being required where concerns arise about sham or forced marriages or the capacity of either party to consent.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Yes.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The current provision of 3 months should remain.

Consultation Question 11:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Yes.

Consultation Question 16:



Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Opening up a market for independent officiants makes wedding vows a commercial concern. Those more ready to exercise flexibility with the ceremony
are likely to profit the most, thereby encouraging people to push the boundaries. It is also likely that this would risk defeating the goal of reducing cost of
wedding venues, which was one of the stated aims that the government gave the Law Commission in 2018.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:



While this proposal may sound reasonable, there is a danger that it could become a mechanism for penalising moral views that contradict prevailing
opinion, which changes over time.
The phrase, ‘ contrary to public policy or morality’ is a very subjective assessment. This would risk those who have legal but unpopular views being
excluded from nominating officiants.
The test should focus on objective criteria including promoting illegal purposes or support illegal activities (e.g. terrorism) that advocate undermining the
rule of law or the violent overthrow of democracy.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Wedding officiants who currently officiate are either highly trained registrars or religious representatives who are likely to have strongly held beliefs on
marriage. Letting in independent officiants would open the door to those who may not place such a high value on marriage.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

There should be limits on the fees they charge for probity.

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Such a responsibility should lie with the Registrar General.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There should be a time limit after which a refresher course may be advised.

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The prescribed words provide a foundation for the declarations that are required for a marriage. Without those words, the wedding ceremony can be as
meaningless as a couple or officiant desires thereby effectively turning a legal marriage into nothing more than a certificate form the government.
Marriage is based on solemn promises made between two parties. If these proposals were adopted, it would be possible to have a legally recognised
wedding in which no words were said between the couple, let alone any promises. Commitment made in marriage needs to be taken quite seriously, but
without the prescribed words, it is easy to think of the ceremony as a casual one.
The prescribed words are only a small part of the whole wedding ceremony, therefore it is hard to imagine a a genuine wedding in which the prescribed
words could not be included at some stage. More so as the rules are already extremely flexible regarding what happens within the ceremony. If wholly
personalised wedding ceremonies with no legally-required words were allowed, that would send the wrong message that marriage is an entirely private
matter.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is far more important that a legal wedding demonstrates seriousness of the commitment the parties are making than that it is personalised to the
couple. Already, non-legally binding ceremonies can be as personalised as people want. Examples of such ceremonies include those underwater, in a
sadomasochism dungeon, at a comic book convention with the couple dressed as fictional characters, and at a ruined leper hospital on Hallowe'en. One
couple even dressed as hedgehogs. Clearly, personalisation will impair the the dignity of the wedding ceremony..

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If the couple wish to have a religious service after a civil wedding ceremony , and it is acceptable to their religious authority, they should not be
disenfranchised from having the religious service.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The 'open doors' requirement is is a valuable part of wedding day celebrations because marriage is not a private affair. It is important to society as a
whole.
Weddings that are not publicly accessible give the impression that marriage is private and only interests the couple. Such an idea could not be further
from the truth.
Safeguarding that weddings are open to the public and not just invitees, protects against forced marriage and bigamy , to mention some examples.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

While churches who do not own church building can benefit form such a ruling, my serious concern is that there is no clarity regarding the use of
unsuitable venues. How will the dignity of weddings be guaranteed in such venues? How can the terms dignified and safe be tested? It is paramount that
venues do not detract from the ceremony.

on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

It is paramount that venues do not detract from the ceremony.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

No

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YU5X-Z

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-04 23:03:50

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chaotic and hugely disappointing



Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If they are living abroad and wanting a destination wedding in England or Wales, then the additional expense of travelling and accommodation for at least
those 7 days, plus the time off work will be an enormous additional financial burden on the couple.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

three days;

Please expand on your answer:

3 days, provided all the paperwork stacks up.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

In this age of Zoom, Skype, Messenger and WhatsApp, to name but a few, holding “face to face“ interviews via a video link should be entirely possible.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Absolutely.

Consultation Question 9:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Couples will still have to nominate where they are to hold their ceremony, the notices can still be displayed at the nearest registration office to that venue.
Also, harm can take many forms. The registration service may not perceive a threat, and harm can come from both known and unknown directions.

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Heaven forbid we should continue with the constant yoyoing between holding weddings and lockdown, but with the backlog of weddings waiting to
happen and weddings having to be postponed for a year or more, then 12 months is absolutely necessary, and perhaps not enough.
Where postponing is necessary for extreme reasons, eg war, pandemic, then the 12 month period should be able to be extended.

Consultation Question 11:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes and no.
If say, the officiant falls sick, then a substitute officiant would have to step in, often at short notice. Would not having the new name on the schedule
invalidate the ceremony?
Issuing a replacement schedule should take place if the problem is a longer term one or if the ceremony has had to be postponed and the original
officiant is unavailable on the new chosen date.

Consultation Question 12:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

As above.

Please share your views below:

Yes. In the case of a new date following a cancellation or postponement due to lockdown or problems at the venue.

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

No



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Not at all, it should be the couple’s choice with the agreement of the officiant.

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes to 1 and 2, but no to 3 as that information should be on the schedule when issued as verified information at the time of giving notice.

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

If there is time for both that works. But enough time may not be available .
I propose that the ill partner should be able to be interviewed as the form is being completed by the registration officer bedside and the schedule issued
immediately.

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Our marriage is reognised by law.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

I think a very short notice period would encourage shotgun weddings. I think that the people intending to get married need some time after taking the
first official step and before the marriage ceremony itself to reflect and consider.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

I think it can be very difficult to judge if someone is subject to any coercion without them being present in person, preferably without their partner.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

I think it should continue to be possible.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Displaying the notices of marriage online would be a good safeguard against forced and sham marriages as it would be much easier for someone with
relevant information to find out.

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

If the banns published in these placesare also published online then I can't see a problem with them authorising an Anglican wedding in England or
Wales. Otherwise I agree with the proposal.

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

It would be good for the Anglican church to publish them online too.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

I completely agree. This would be an important safeguard.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

As above, I completely agree. This would be an important safeguard.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not all religious leaders are registrars. Therefore registration officers should be able to attend weddings in non-Anglican places of worship to witness and
record that legal requirements are fulfilled.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Provided that the religious / non-religious organisation itself is of good repute, is not one that inrusively/excessively controls the lives of its members and
is not formed solely for the purposes of conducting weddings.

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

I disagree, unless the organisation promotes violence or terrorism. Public policy, moraity, and even law are somewhat subject to societal fashion, whereas
part of the raison-d'etre of religious (and maybe non-religious) organisations is to provide a constant reference point in a changing world.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

This is fine if the organisation's officers are appointed on the basis of good character / virtue.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I think it is important that officiants be part of an organisation, be it civil or religious / non-religious, that can hold them accountable for their conduct.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I think it is important that officiants be part of an organisation, be it civil or religious / non-religious, that can vouch for them and hold them accountable
for their conduct.

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I think an independent person who was officiating at weddings for, essentially, profit, would be tempted to cut corners on the legal checks in return for a
large fee. Mandatory training and continuing professional development would not detect or prevent this from happening.

Consultation Question 34:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I think independant officiants are a bad idea for the reasons I gave above.

Consultation Question 35:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The terms dignity and solemnity need to be defined in this context.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

How will the General Register Office detect if an independent officiant turns a blind eye to sham or forced marriages, or marriages where one party has
reduced capacity for any reason, e.g. they are much younger or poorer than the other party?

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Provided that all officiants have continuing professional development in relevant areas.

Consultation Question 41:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I believe independant officiants are a bad idea. The temptation to put money above principle is too great.

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I think that both parties expressing that there is no impediment to their marrying each other is fundamental to upholding the laws relating to bigamy /
having sufficient legal capacity / coercive control etc.
It is also important for there to be an opportunity during the ceremony for persons other than the couple to express any reason they may know of why
the couple cannot lawfully marry.

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Provided that the wedding ceremony itself is in a setting that is open to the public as well as to guests, and that attendees can clearly see, hear and take a
meaningful part in the proceedings. It should also be a requirement that during the ceremony the parties are not under the influence of alcohol and
illegal drugs.



Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Likewise, non-religious content should be permitted in religious ceremonies.

Please share your views below:

Those being married should be able to choose their own mix of content, within the requirement for dignity and solemnity.

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

As long as only one marriage certificate is issued per wedding, what does it matter if a religious service follows a civil wedding ceremony?

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Open doors is an important protection against forced marriages. Also individual marriages affect wider society, so members of the public have a right to
attend.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

There may be some settings that are incompatible with dignity and solemnity. Some settings, such as a brothel or a strip club, would be incompatible in
most peoples' minds with the concept of marriage.

Please share your views below:

Some venues would not allow the "open doors" that I believe is important.

Consultation Question 49:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

That is okay so long as the location is accessible to the public immediately before and during the marriage ceremony.

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

No

Please expand on your answer:

I think the arrangement should be up to the proprietor of the venue.

Consultation Question 51:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

The officiant should ensure that the location meets legal requirements including public access and health and safety, and is suitable for a solemn and
dignified ceremony. However, the offciiant should not withold their approval unduly.

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Definitions of safe and dignified in the context of a wedding ceremony and / or some examples of safe / unsafe and dignified / undignified locations
would be helpful.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I think this is a must, both for the confidence of the officiant and participants, and in case of any injury (or mere dissatisfaction of any party) and
subsequent legal proceedings.

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I think this would be helpful to all parties for peace of mind and to remove some of the legal burden from the officiant should things go wrong.

Please share your views below:

The venue should be responsible for the pre-approval process, including obtaining fire safety certificates etc; legal liability cover for accidents and injury
on the premises etc; DBS checking of staff.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I think this information should be mandatory, and that the wedding ceremony should not be considered complete until it has been added.

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As long as the legal requirement for in-person interviews of both parties by the officiant a sufficient time before the marriage ceremony remains.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

3. The knowledge of <either> party...
5. Any undeclared impediment to the marriage that existed on the date of the marriage ceremony and that subsequently comes to light.

No

Please expand on your answer:



1. Except for trivial mistakes.
2. The presence of witnesses, who should be people who know the couple well, is a basic safeguard.
3. Under what what imaginable circumstances would two sober people and their witnesses fail to sign the marriage document and register the marriage?

Consultation Question 58:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

1b (i) and (ii) The knowledge of <either> party...

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It can take many years, for example in cases of coercive control, for a party to realise they were not in fact freely consenting.

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

It depends why the party or parties are detained in prison. For crimes of murder, rape, other violence or coercive control I suggest that a schedule should
not be issued at all while the sentence is being served, and possibly for a period of time thereafter.

Consultation Question 67:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

As long as the emergency provisions all relate to a recognised national emergency and are time-limited in their effect.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Subject to safety and the availability of witnesses and public access. So a small boat with a capacity of three or four persons would not be acceptable, but
a flotilla of small boats might be.

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Subject to the availability of witnesses and public access.

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Subject to the availability of witnesses and public access.
Also, a small vessel in international waters might not meet the requirement for safety.

Consultation Question 71:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Although if the name of the officiant is not known the captain should be specified, or on a large vessel an approved officer.

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I disagree with the concept of independent officiants. There would be too much temptation to cut corners in return for a large enough fee.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

I thought they already could take place, so there must be a demand.

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees



Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(1) the same fee as other cases in which the registration officer must travel to the person giving notice, set nationally on a cost-recovery basis; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As long as there is public access.

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

I think the proposals will facilitate more couples getting married.

Consultation Question 86:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I think current costs are reasonable. To an extent they depend on the choices made by the couple.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YU85-Z
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

The prohibition of weddings at various times on account of Covid-19 failed to draw a necessary distinction between the wedding ceremony and any
receptions/parties that followed. There was and is no need for the rules for the wedding ceremony itself and any religious service that may follow it (such
as a nuptial Mass) to be any different from those applying to other religious services in the church concerned. I am thinking particularly of limits on the
numbers of people who may attend. Why cannot that be the same as the numbers allowed to attend any other religious service in that particular church?



Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The minimum form of words which expresses that the couple know not of any lawful impediment to their marriage, and consent to marry each other,
should be retained. This is necessary to retain an awareness and appreciation of the dignity of marriage as a public institution essential to the formation
of families and the good of society. The spouses should be there in person at the marriage ceremony. Since marriage is about esatablishing a household,
a family, the spouses should start as they mean to continue - by being present at their own wedding ceremony.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No, there should be a minimum form of words which is always the same and expresses the essential elements of marriage, which the couple are entering
into - namely the lack of any known impediment, the consent, the lifelong and exclusive commitment.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This would risk an increase in forced clandestine marriages. Marriage is a public act, since families are the foundation of society. Allowing closed-door
weddings risks undermining our appreciation of this fact.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The dignity and

outdoors,, on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:



The couple are entering into a serious public commitment and therefore society has a stake in insisting on a venue that reflects the dignity of this, rather
than one chosen potentially on the whim of the couple.

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YU9V-2

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-04 23:21:33

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

three days;

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

remotely would improve access provided safeguarding was in place

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

yes it should

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:



Please share your views below:

yes meeting separately would be a good safeguard

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

this would be a good safeguard

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

they should be able to officiate at any wedding

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This would be in line with current provisions allowing a single minister to officiate a religious wedding and would reduce the cost of weddings.

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Some non religious organisations e.g. humanists include people with wide ranging views about marriage and the law should reflect that.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:



i agree

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

this would be in line with religious organisations.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The training should be at a cost that does not exclude people from participating.

Consultation Question 32:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Registrars make a living out of registering weddings and other events so others should be permitted to as well. If someone is particularly talented and
sought after they should be able to do the job full time if they wish and if they are a fit and proper person. It would provide more choice to couples.

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Some people may work within an organisation but wish to officiate at weddings for people who are not affiliated with that organisation or may want to
offer different services for members and non members. E.g. a person who is a priest in a church may be seen as a person of standing in a community so
that people who do not wish to marry in church still want him or her to officiate.

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

the guidance should not be unnecessarily proscriptive



Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

the local authority should also have power to remove them as organisations do not always remove people who act in a manner improper to their role e.g.
some of the priests who abused children were left in office by churches to protect their reputation.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

there should be an appeal process

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

the training should not be so expensive as to exclude people and should be widely available.

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Dignified should be widely defined to prevent locations being unnecessarily excluded.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

the guidance should be subject to further consultation

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Registry office of the area in which the venue is located.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

this should be optional

Consultation Question 55:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

If civil weddings are permitted in these circumstances religious weddings should as well.

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees



Consultation Question 75:

No

Please expand on your answer:

if there is a fee there should be a way for it to be waived in cases of hardship

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

No

Please expand on your answer:

they should be reduced on compassionate grounds

Consultation Question 83:

(2) there should be no fee.

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

The current law discourages people from getting married as limiting the venues allows wedding venues to charge exorbitant fees for venue hire and
catering (often twice or more what they would charge for a comparable non-wedding event). It also prevents people being married at a place that is
meaningful to them by a person who they know and respect.
Having to have a separate registry office wedding involves expense and often use of leave from work with little benefit.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUVK-M

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-04 23:36:54

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

N/A

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

One of the partners in the wedding may have family or friends in Scotland NI or Ireland who may have reason to object.

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

The couple may not live near the place where the wedding is to take place, for example if it is to be near a parental home.



Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes, agree that this would add protection for someone being pressurised to marry.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes agree this is an added security.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Many churches rely on having a civil registrar to register weddings. Not having a civil registrar would mean that couples would have to have a civil
wedding in addition to the service in their church.

The proposal would preclude many churches from having wedding ceremonies.

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:



Please share your views below:

The phase 'contrary to public policy or morality' is too vague and risks people who hold traditional and perfectly legal view being unable to nominate
officiants

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Currently Registrars are trained and conduct ceremonies with dignity. Independent officiants may not. In the past unofficial celebrants have held
ceremonies in inappropriate settings such as underwater.

In 2018 the Government asked the Law Commission to reduce the cost of wedding venues. Independent Officiants could introduce a financial incentive
for flexible or unusual ceremonies , adding to the cost of weddings.

It is not clear what safeguards or training would be required of Independent Officiants.

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This seems unnecessarily complicated. Presently the prescribed words are short and cover what is necessary for a serious commitment of two people to
each other. The rest of the ceremony is extremely flexible. 'If it ain't broke don't fix it.'

This risks trivialising marriage and also creating confusion about the commitments being made, which could vary greatly from ceremony to ceremony.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Non legally binding ceremonies already provide for full flexibility and take place in all sorts of locations and themes.

A legally binding ceremony is a serious commitment and should be protected .

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:



No

Please expand on your answer:

It is vital that weddings remain with open doors and public access in order to protect from illegal activities such as forced marriage, bigamy or polygamy.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There needs to be much more explicit guidance on locations for weddings other than 'dignified and safe'. Some locations for unofficial ceremonies at the
moment underline the need for greater clarity on suitability of locations.

on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

How would the need for public access be ensured if these places were allowed? It is possible for these place to be used for unofficial non legally binding
weddings at the moment. 'In the air' seems a bit vague. An important part of the wedding ceremony is that it is witnessed.

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUVX-1

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-04 23:38:52

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Private individua;

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::
County (optional)

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Never married

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:



Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is necessary for couples' right to be married to be established

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

As long as it can be done electronically, i.e. by telephone or (preferably) via Zoom, I am happy with this. It is important for some kind of oral
communication to be made between a Registrar or their representative and the couple concerned.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

I agree

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Three months

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is a safeguard in case of any of these countries declaring independence or ceasing to be part of the United Kingdom.

Consultation Question 14:



Other

Please expand on your answer:

I do not understand this proposal

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Only in the church where the wedding is to take place: this is an act of public witness in front of a congregation.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes they should, not least to protect them from attempts to defraud

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes, so that the Church is protected from any allegations of collusion

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

I do not have sufficient knowledge or experience to answer this question

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Yes it should

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

No, all individuals must be named

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This would increase the possibility of deception

Consultation Question 30:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See my answer to Question 29

Consultation Question 31:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See my answer to Question 29

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See my answer to Question 29

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I do not agree with the use of "independent officiants"

Consultation Question 40:

No

Please expand on your answer:

They should be on fixed term contracts

Consultation Question 41:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I do not agree with the appointment of independent officiants

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Couples must both be present at the marriage ceremony

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage vows must be made in a suitably appointed and appropriate place specifically licensed for the purposes

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Weddings like trials must be undertaken in public view as they constitute a public declaration of commitment

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Frivolous venues demean the seriousness of the marriage ceremony, all venues should be licensed

Please share your views below:

None of the above as they reduce the ability for the ceremonies to be held "in public"

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

All weddings should be held in spaces that are open for the public to witness them

Consultation Question 50:

No

No

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

The Licensees of such venues



Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is too risky and always will be

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Witnesses must be present and marriages must be legally registered

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It should also be mandatory for both parties to be simultaneously present at the marriage ceremony

Consultation Question 59:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This could imply that one party had been coerced into the wedding

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:



Please share your views below:

None as long as the relatives of both parties are present

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Because not all terminal illnesses turn out to be terminal

Consultation Question 64:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A central authority is important

Consultation Question 65:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See my answer to Question 63

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Couples must be present in the same place and at the same time

No

Please expand on your answer:

The COVID epidemic has given us the experience to object to this proposal

Other

Please expand on your answer:

A blanket licence is not possible, it depends on the circumstances

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It precludes, or at least limits, public access to a public ceremony

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

If conducted by a suitably licensed person and in the presence of independent and consenting witnesses able to prove their identity

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:



No

Consultation Question 71:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Only 1, not 2

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

I would imagine there is quite a demand

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(1) the same fee as other cases in which the registration officer must travel to the person giving notice, set nationally on a cost-recovery basis; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I cannot answer this question

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Discretion should be exercised depending on the particular circumstances

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

A fee can be means-tested and in any case not all terminal illnesses turn out to be terminal

Consultation Question 84:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The Church of England should be able to prescribe its fees

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Your proposals would cheapen the sanctity of marriage and likely increase the rate of separation and divorce. They would also facilitate the number of
forced marriages or marriages of convenience.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

It is widely accepted that weddings involve costs just like funerals. This is particularly the case with other faiths such as Hindus. Cost should not be the
primary factor, it is the sanctity of the marriage ceremony as a public declaration of love and commitment.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Nothing should be amended that might increase the possibility of forced marriages

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

This is not a numbers game or business opportunity, the aim of the proposals should be to emphasize the serious nature of the marriage ceremony
which is or should be for life

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



I am not aware of wedding ceremonies playing a significant role in council or church budgets.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:
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About you

What is your name?

Name:
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Individual Respondent
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Personal response
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Not applicable

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Not applicable



Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Some form of residence test is required.

To prevent bigamy and other abuses, the intended marriage should be publicised where the couple are known

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

On-line notices may supplement existing notices but should not replace them.

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

No particular view

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This is a matter for the Anglican Church to comment on.

Consultation Question 14:



Other

Please expand on your answer:

This is a matter for the Anglican Church to comment on.

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

This is a matter for the Anglican Church to comment on.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

This is a matter for the Anglican Church to comment on.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

This is a matter for the Anglican Church to comment on.

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

This is a matter for the Anglican Church to comment on.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Is it not the case that all weddings are civil weddings as they must meet the requirements of the law of England & Wales? I married in a Roman Catholic
Church. The service booklet noted that certain declarations which I and my wife made were necessary to ensure the marriage was valid in civil law. Other
declarations which formed part of the service are included to ensure that the marriage is valid in accordance with the Canon Law of the Roman Catholic
Church. (see 2.153 of the Consultation Document) Our Marriage Certificate was issued by the Civil Registrar and includes the statement that we were
married “according to the rites and ceremonies of the Roman Catholics.”

The proposal does not appear to change the requirement for the attendance of a registrar to conduct weddings at Approved Premises, so why should
attendance at a place of worship be discontinued?

Particularly in places of worship which have small congregations, weddings may take place infrequently. The attendance of a Registrar safeguards the civil
validity of the wedding. Where a place of worship has a large congregation and weddings frequently take place, the proposal is more acceptable.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This is a matter for the Anglican Church to comment on.



Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

The question is badly drafted.

The figure of 20 appears to relate to an individual congregation. This is not a Religious Organisation. A Religious Organisation would be the Catholic
Church, the Methodist Church etc., either at national level or at the level of a Diocese or a Circuit.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

It is probably “contrary to public policy or morality” for a religious body to maintain some or all of the following principles:
• That a valid marriage is for life and is indissoluble, so that a divorced person may not remarry while a former spouse is alive;
• That a marriage can only take place between a man and a woman;
• That a man is a person who was born male and a woman is a person who was born female;
• That marriage between the two individuals is not prohibited by reason of consanguinity or affinity. (I am not aware of any conflict between Civil Law and
Canon Law in this area, but potentially either jurisdiction might alter its definition at some future date.)

Whilst Officiants may be permitted to conduct all weddings which meet the requirements of Civil Law, they should not be under any obligation to conduct
weddings which are contrary to the teachings of their sponsoring body.
No.

It is probably “contrary to public policy or morality” for a religious body to maintain some or all of the following principles:
• That a valid marriage is for life and is indissoluble, so that a divorced person may not remarry while a former spouse is alive;
• That a marriage can only take place between a man and a woman;
• That a man is a person who was born male and a woman is a person who was born female;
• That marriage between the two individuals is not prohibited by reason of consanguinity or affinity. (I am not aware of any conflict between Civil Law and
Canon Law in this area, but potentially either jurisdiction might alter its definition at some future date.)

Whilst Officiants may be permitted to conduct all weddings which meet the requirements of Civil Law, they should not be under any obligation to conduct
weddings which are contrary to the teachings of their sponsoring body.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If couples want to include religious material, they can have a religious ceremony. 
If they want to include non-religious material, they can be married by the registrar. It would be a matter of concern if they wanted material which a 
registrar was unable to include, so what is the purpose of a third option of an Independent Officiant? 
 
It is important that the seriousness of the marriage covenant is clear to the couple. Every alteration to Divorce Law encourages couples to take their



responsibilities less seriously. The more marital breakdown and the more children being brought up by single parents, the more problems there are for
society.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The age should be comparable to the minimum age at which Ministers of Religion are eligible for ordination. I suggest 25.

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

In practice, this will not happen.

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Refer to Qu 41 which implies periodic renewal

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Prescribed forms of words must be retained. They will have been drafted to ensure they include all the key elements of a valid marriage, and to avoid any
possible ambiguity.

When we make a will, solicitors use standard wording to ensure that the testator’s instructions are unambiguous, and that they cover unlikely but
possible circumstances such as children dying before their parents, whether step-children are to be treated identically to natural children, etc. If they did
not, it would be regarded as professional incompetence.

When we buy or sell a house, solicitors use standard wording to ensure that the terms of the contract are unambiguous, and that there is clarity about
any fixtures and fittings which are included in the transaction. If they did not, it would be regarded as professional incompetence.

Why would we consider treating marriage differently?

I disagree with proposal (1)(a). The couple should clearly state their consent orally so that those present can hear. “Otherwise” should only be an option
where this is not possible due, for example, to a speech impediment or other disability.

I strongly disagree with proposal (1)(b). This declaration should be made clearly at the time of the wedding. To take an analogy, I have no doubt that
witnesses in court cases are made aware of the requirement to tell the truth, and have probably signed statements which, if false, would lead to
prosecution. No-one suggests that they should not be required to take an oath, in court and before the judge, jury and the accused person, at the start of
giving evidence.

Whilst I would not object to the inclusion of a statement of consent (proposal (3))in the written document in addition to the giving of mutual consent
during the ceremony, such written statement cannot be a substitute for a clear giving of consent during the ceremony.

Proposal (4) introduces ambiguity. There must be clarity about when the marriage is formed. In the traditional ceremony, it was the exchange of rings
with the statement, “With this ring I thee wed…” A different formula could be used, but the point of formation must beclear to the couple and to those
present.

To return to the analogies I used above, the law is very clear about when a Will becomes valid and when Exchange of Contracts on the Purchase/Sale of a
house takes place. Why should marriage be different?

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There must be a non-negotiable core to the ceremony which emphasises the nature of the mutual commitment which the couple are making, confirms
that they are free to marry each other and that their consent is freely given.

There is scope for limited customisation in the choice of readings and music which can be included.

Too much customisation can only distract the couple from the serious nature of the wedding.

The reception/party after the wedding ceremony is the appropriate time for customisation of the day’s events.

Consultation Question 44:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consult the relevant Religious Bodies for their views

Consultation Question 45:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Couples who do not practise any Religious Faith at the time of their marriage but who later do so may wish to have a ceremony to bless their marriage
afterwards.

Others may be ineligible after divorce for a religious marriage but may become eligible at a later date if the earlier marriage is annulled or following the
daeth of the previous spouse.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage confers a status within civil society. A married person acquires rights in relation to inheritance, the right to transfer certain unused tax
allowances, rights to a widow’s/widower’s pension from their spouse’s occupational pension scheme. Marriage is not a purely private arrangement.

“Open Doors” provides a degree of safeguarding against abuses such as bigamy and forced marriage. Whilst it would be preferable for such concerns to
be notified to the Registrar in advance, notification of intended marriages (The Banns) are not well publicised so the long-stop safeguard should be
retained.

How is the “Open Doors” rule applied when weddings take place in, for example, hotels? Do staff of the venue know that they must allow members of the
public as well as invited guests to attend?

I attended a family wedding at a hotel some years ago. As an invited guest, I was not present at the ceremony itself as it took place in a summerhouse in
the garden. This could only accommodate a small number of the immediate families of the couple. Most invited guests were not able to see and hear the
couple exchange their vows, which should be the main purpose of attending. Perhaps this should be tightened up.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If weddings do not take place in the Registry Office or in a Church or other Place of Worship, they generally take place in hotels. There would be
advantages in the availability of a low cost alternative to hotels. Perhaps public buildings such as schools and community halls could be included in the
categories of registered buildings.

This would also benefit religious groups which use such premises for their services and do not own their own premises.

Extension to any venue considered “dignified and safe” goes too far as it implies an inspection process even if this is less onerous than the current
registration arrangement, as many venues may only be used on a single occasion. A venue which is expected to be used on multiple occasions should not
find registration an unreasonable requirement.

outdoors,, on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

First 3 - need to preserve the seriousness of the event

No 4 - Contrary to the Open Doors principle

Consultation Question 49:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Not clear what this question is asking



Consultation Question 50:

Yes

No

Other

Please expand on your answer:

(3) The Religious Body would be unlikely to make its premises available in such circumstances.

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Invites couples to shop around for an officiant who will agree.

Consultation Question 52:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There needs to be a consistent standard.

Let the Registrar be responsible.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

but without prejudice to my answer to Qu 52

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But without prejudice to my previous answer

Please share your views below:
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage in a small non-conformist chapel with a civil registrar in attendance

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:



Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This would make it impossible for small chapels or church congregations to hold legal wedding ceremonies. This would place extra costs on the couple
getting married if they needed to have a separate legal ceremony with a registrar.

Consultation Question 21:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

And if public policy/morality change over time? This is not very clear. Throughout history there have been religious and non-religious groups whose views
have become unpopular at certain points, but they are perfectly legal.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Other



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Is this similar to a celebrant? We have had experience of celebrants at funerals who did not express any particular beliefs and were independent. To have
an independent officiant would take away the sense of seriousness with which marriage should be undertaken. It should be done thoughtfully and with
dignity. Official civil registrars and religious officiants are perfect for this ceremony.

Consultation Question 30:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Absolutely! And how would you suggest that is done? Will you publish guidelines that should be adhered to? We would still prefer to have a civil registrar
or religious officiant.

Consultation Question 36:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Too much leeway here.

Consultation Question 37:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:



Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There is nothing wrong with the prescribed words currently used. They form a very small but significant part of the service - a public service. They make
us consider carefully along with guests that this ceremony is important.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

So you can call it an Anglican, Jewish or Quaker wedding even if it isn't? Don't really understand what you are suggesting here.

Consultation Question 45:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This seems like muddying the waters. Surely a religious ceremony is religious and a civil ceremony is civil? What is wrong with that?

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A wedding is an important rite in our society and should be celebrated by society at large.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Other

Please expand on your answer:



Mixed feelings. How would you prevent an unsuitable venue from being chosen, and who would decide what is suitable/unsuitable? Clearly this would
however benefit groups and organisations who do not own their own buildings.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

How sad that you are suggesting a move a way from society being able to celebrate a wedding along with those attending.

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Other

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Other



Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUVM-P

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-04 23:47:06

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Along with my own church, many churches, rely on civil registrars as they do not have their own authorised person. Many are small and.ot don't have a
minister-in-charge.
If the Commission's goal is that “the ceremony that is meaningful to the couple should be recognised by law”, then that would be contradicted by making
a meaningful ceremony in a church without an authorised person insufficient. It also poses a danger that some churches might unwittingly not satisfy
strict legal requirements because of unfamiliarity with legalities, especially if they do not hold weddings very often.

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

This is far too vague and subjective and open to interpretation. It would risk those holders of unpopular, but nevertheless entirely legal, views being
excluded from nominating officiants.
Needs to be more a objective test such as promoting illegal purposes or activities (like terrorism), or promote the violent overthrow of Government, or
seek to undermine law.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

As long as the 'office' clearly identifies and limits the nominees.



Consultation Question 28:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Under current arrangements, where independent officiants can conduct a non-legally-binding wedding, undignified ceremonies have taken place. The
dignity of marriage would be seriously undermined if these celbrants were allowed to be authorised officiants.
Wedding officiants are currently either highly trained, or hold strong beliefs on marriage. The proposal would permit those who do not have such a high
regard for marriage.
The teaching of a religion on marriage could be misrepresented by a pseudo-religious ceremony, or there could be a combination of two religions'
approaches, thus distorting the impression of both religions.
It has the danger of giving a financial incentive to officiate, making it a commercial concern where profit could be made by the more flexible celebrants.
That would certainly not be in keeping with the goal of reducing costs

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The prescribed words are the foundation of the declarations required for a marriage to be recognised. The words prescribed are a small but essential
part of the ceremony and demonstrate the solemnity and seriousness of those who take the vows. Personalising the wording completely gives the
impression of the marriage being merely personal, not a public matter.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The seriousness of the occasion is more important than personalisation. Currently, non-binding ceremonies can be personalised freely and have led to
some undignified ceremonies.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is not just a private affair.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:



No

Please expand on your answer:

What will prevent unsuitable venues from being used that undermine the dignity of marriage?
There could be a very wide interpretation of 'dignified' and 'safe'.

on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

They must be public ceremonies that are open and safe.

Consultation Question 49:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

At the time of the wedding, there should be public access.

Consultation Question 50:

Other

Other

Other

Please expand on your answer:

There must be protection for the religious venues to freely (dis)allow the type of ceremony

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Religious venues (like church meeting places) should be automatically allowed to be used by the religion's adherents.

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Too vague and open to interpretation

Other

Please expand on your answer:

If the location is used by a religion for public worship, then that location should normally be considered safe and dignified.

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUVU-X

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-04 23:47:40

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

N/A

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

N/A

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

N/A

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:



N/A

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

N/A

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a serious commitment and people should be prepared to give notice in person. This also gives an opportunity for the registration staff to
assess whether or not a sham marriage.

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

No. Your proposals seem to be missing the point that marriage is a serious commitment for life and couples should be prepared to make some effort in
the formalities involved.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Both parties should give formal notice within UK.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This should be in addition to being displayed physically as at present.

Consultation Question 10:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

If what you mean by a schedule is the document permitting marriage from the date of giving notice, then 12 months seems reasonable. However your
question is not very clear!

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Please share your views below:

No. It should be exceptional circumstances.

Consultation Question 13:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

No. Should be done in both areas to enable objections from any interested parties.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

1. Yes

2. Yes

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes definitely to help to prevent sham or forced marriages.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Yes, there should be a list of exemptions to exclude extremist organisations or 'Micky mouse' organisations!

Consultation Question 25:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, for religious churches but not for non-religious which could be anything (eg. witchcraft)

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Yes most definitely!

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Yes as long as the individual is considered 'fit and proper'.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Very important that an official central record is kept.

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This would open the door to undesirable applicants who aren't fully vetted or experienced in conducting what should be a very special and momentous
ceremony.

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I don't agree with independent officiants. However, if this is approved then, it is vital that they must have thorough training and continual monitoring and
development.

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

No



Please expand on your answer:

There should be set fees to avoid people being exploited.

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Essential.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Essential.

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

But in addition the GRO should be able to intervene in response to any complaints.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Most official positions are subject to review and a retirement age. Marriage officiants should be no different.

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Both parties must be at the ceremony. Just having signatures on the schedule is NOT enough.
The existing public declarations are foundational to the legal marriage ceremony. There should not be a departure from this.
This risks undermining the solemnity of the wedding ceremony and denying the seriousness of the commitment being made.
Couples are consenting to a lifetime commitment and specific phrases which reflect this and make their commitment clear should be maintained.



Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This would completely undermine the seriousness of a marriage ceremony.
A couple should not be able to choose everything about a wedding ceremony. There must be a legal framework. A wedding is a public declaration in
which society and the state have an interest.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Surely couples who are committed to their faith would want to have a religious wedding service rather than a civil ceremony.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A marriage is a public declaration of a couple's love for one another and access should remain open.
The 'open doors' requirement was introduced as a protection against forced marriage. This sadly is still a problem in our society so the 'open doors'
should NOT be repealed.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Because of the seriousness and solemnity of a marriage ceremony, couples should not be able to choose any place. The venue must be appropriate for
the ceremony compatible with the dignity of marriage.

Please share your views below:

Unofficial wedding ceremonies have taken place at a Comic book convention with a couple dressed as comic book heroes , underwater, and S&M
dungeon etc. It would be completely incompatible with the dignity of marriage for venues like these to hose legal weddings.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Public access discourages forced marriages, weddings under duress.

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Premises should be checked and registered with the GRO.

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

There is a lack of clarity in how venues would be tested for "dignity" and "safety". The proposals call for guidance from the GRO but the terms are not
defined or stringent. Safeguards should be included.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

See above in answer to Q52

Consultation Question 53:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Pre approval should be compulsory not optional.

Please share your views below:

The Registrar General.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Government databases have to prove some reliability first. Their record is not good!

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:



There must be witnesses at a marriage ceremony to avoid scam ceremonies. And as stated previously, marriage should be a public commitment.

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Both parties must give consent.

Consultation Question 59:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

There would only be very exceptional circumstances where a couple did not cohabit following the celebration and these should be specified. For example
someone who is terminally ill and remains in hospital after the wedding.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Couples are only married after going through marriage ceremony which is witnessed by others.

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

As previously stated couples would usually be cohabiting after marriage but there may be exceptions as examples in your question above. These
examples may also limit couples in serving notice etc before the wedding but all these situations should be specifically stated in the law and evidenced by
the couples concerned.

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:



Other

Please expand on your answer:

Only in exceptional circumstances.

No

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Open to abuse if no evidence provided. For example confirmation from medical professional.

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Premises must be registered and appropriate for a dignified and solemn ceremony.

Consultation Question 69:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

This proposal of alternative venues along with others in your proposals reduces the ceremony of marriage to something which is trivial and of no
consequence.

Consultation Question 71:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Do not agree with these weddings.

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

I find it difficult to believe that there is sufficient demand.

Consultation Question 74:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 12: Fees



Consultation Question 75:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

(2) a separate fee from other forms of giving notice, set nationally on compassionate grounds at below cost level. 

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

(1) the fee should be set by regulation at a level below cost-recovery; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

The current law has worked for many years and I don't believe is a deterrent. If couples are serious about being married this law is not a hurdle.

I doubt these proposal will make any difference.

I am concerned about the cost of implementing these changes. Why change something that works? And what about the extra workloads on local
authorities who are already struggling to manage and fund their existing responsibilities especially in a time of national crisis!



Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I don't know what the fees are but they surely pale into insignificance compared with the enormous venue costs which many couples are prepared to pay
out.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

There should be a modest registry office option for people who cannot afford big lavish weddings.

All wedding venues should be approved and registered.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YU9T-Z

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-04 23:49:19

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

N/a

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Civil registrars, well versed in marriage law, should be free to work in churches.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Unlawful.. I definitely agree.
Contrary to public morality.. no. The term is much too loose and open to abuse.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Words form a contract. It's important to keep to specified declarations when a legal contract is involved.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This leads to commercialisation of weddings. I don't think that's a good outcome.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is also a public declaration to the community, as well as a joyful celebration.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The use of any venue, some of which would be totally inappropriate, trivialises the ceremony. Safeguards are also needed.

in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

Unsuitable venues. Private homes are not open to the public, by definition.

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUVR-U

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-04 23:49:23

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Humanists UK

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I conduct humanist wedding ceremonies for couples in England and Wales which are not legally recognised.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I always ensure that my couples understand that their humanist wedding will not be legally recognised during my first consultation with them.

No

Please expand on your answer:

The couples who come to me to write and conduct their wedding ceremony do so because they want a ceremony which reflects their strongly held 
beliefs, which will be conducted by someone who shares those beliefs and which will take place at a location which is most meaningful to them. 
 
As most of them want to have a legally recognised marriage, the majority of them also have a civil ceremony to take care of the legal paperwork. They are 
disappointed that they need to go to the additional expense and inconvenience just to have their marriage recognised legally as they consider their 
humanist wedding to be their "real" wedding. 
 
This requirement to have a civil ceremony to legalise a marriage also acts as a block to couples who want to be legally married and want a humanist 
wedding but who cannot afford to have both. This forces them to have an impersonal civil ceremony which does not reflect their beliefs. 



I believe that this is demonstrated by the number of couples who choose humanist weddings in Scotland and Northern Ireland where an additional civil
ceremony is not required.

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

My couples have to go to the additional expense and inconvenience of having a civil ceremony in addition to their humanist wedding if they want to have
a legally recognised marriage.

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

My wedding couples definitely find the fact that humanist weddings are not legally recognised to be a barrier which prevents them from having a legally
binding wedding which is meaningful or personal to them.

They are unable to have a legally binding wedding which reflects their beliefs, carried out by a person who shares those beliefs in a personal ceremony at
a location which is meaningful to them. They feel that a civil ceremony is impersonal, unmeaningful and does not reflect their beliefs in any way.

They are forced to have an additional ceremony which is impersonal, unmeaningful, expensive and inconvenient to make sure that their marriage is
legally recognised.

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

I have had three weddings which have been cancelled or postponed due to Covid 19 restrictions. The couples faced considerable uncertainty about what
their weddings could be like and last minute changes in social distancing guidance and restrictions meant that they were unable to go ahead.

The fact that humanist couples had to try and re-organise two ceremonies, if they were having a civil ceremony in addition to their humanist ceremony,
only added to the stress for them.

The additional problems with getting humanist weddings recognised as wedding rather than general gatherings only added to the problems for the
couples, this would not have been the case if humanist weddings were legally recognised.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It is inappropriate for registration officers to officiate at weddings other than civil weddings, it could lead to confusion as to whether the wedding is a civil
wedding or not.

Providing that the officiant is properly trained there should be no necessity for a registration officer to be present.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It is appropriate for officiants to be nominated recognised responsible organisations as this ensures that the officiants have the appropriate training to
carry out their duties and prevents people from profiteering from carrying out weddings.

It is a good idea to move away from a law which uses buildings as a basis for recognition as not all belief groups have places of worship.

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The definition of the beliefs that are protected under Article 9 of the European Convention on Human Rights.

The sole or principal purpose of the belief organisation must be to advance its belief system, this is in order to stop de-facto commercial operators
starting up who proport to be belief systems but who are in fact just trying to conduct legally binding weddings for commercial gain.

Please share your views below:

I think that it would be better to have a definition of what does constitute a belief group which is sufficiently restrictive that a list of excluded groups
would not be necessary, it would be better to have a list of which groups which are recognised as non religious belief groups.

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I am concerned that this is quite a low bar and would lead to the commercialisation of weddings as virtually anyone could get together 20 people and
claim to be a belief group, but they could actually only be doing this for the sole purpose of providing legally binding weddings.

I think that the bar should be set higher both in terms of the number of people in the belief group and the standards and training of the officiants.

The belief group should be established and reputable and have clear policies and procedures to select, train and monitor its celebrants.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Whilst it is a good idea to exclude organisations which promote unlawful purposes, it is difficult to easily define what is against morality, whose morality is
it that will be used as the basis of the decision?

The same is true for public policy, there are groups which hold views which are against the current public policy, but which are perfectly reasonable, eg
euthanasia. This should not preclude them from conducting weddings as otherwise only organisations which tow the current political line would be
eligible.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:



I do not believe that independent officiants should be able to apply to the General Register Office to be authorised to conduct legally recognised
weddings as this could lead to a commercialisation of wedding ceremonies which could lead to a drop in standards and enable profiteering from
weddings.

It is uncertain how the GRO could effectively monitor independent celebrants for the quality of the service that they provide as they do not necessarily
belong to organisations which set standards and enforce them to a high level in the same way that belief based groups do.

It would open the door to a wild west market in wedding officiants where the dignity and quality of wedding ceremonies would be at risk.

Consultation Question 30:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

This is a good starting point, but it is important that the registrar general should have the power to refuse an application if they do not believe that the
applicant is a fit and proper person, regardless of what the belief organisation asserts.

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, I agree. This is to prevent profiteering officiants exploiting couples.

It should however be noted that different ceremonies take different amounts of time to prepare for, eg humanist wedding ceremonies are written from
scratch for each couple, whereas civil and most religious ceremonies conform to long established scripts which only require a small amount of
personalisation.

These differences should be reflected in the level of fees charged.

There should also be clear guidance issued as to what constitutes a fair or unfair fee so that officiants fully understand what is and is not acceptable.

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I do not believe that independent officiants should be able to conduct legally recognised weddings, but if they are able to do so the lack of a limit on fees
would lead to the exploitation of couples

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I do not believe that independent officiants should be able to conduct legally binding weddings precisely because it is unrealistic for the GRO to be able to
effectively monitor independent officiants.

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 43:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There is no place for religion in a civil wedding ceremony, it is not appropriate for the state to act in any way which expresses religious beliefs, it should
remain neutral and impartial in religious matters.

It may also have employment law consequences as registrars may object to conducting religious ceremonies.

Please share your views below:

They should not be allowed at civil weddings.

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

This requirement should be repealed to allow a wider range of locations to be used, for example private houses and gardens which people do not want to
allow public access to.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I think that this is important as it has a couple of benefits-

It allows couples to choose a location which is really meaningful to them, which will make their wedding ceremony much more personal and meaningful
for them.

It will allow couples who have limited resources to choose a location to have a legally binding wedding which they want, without having to pay thousands
and thousands of pounds to hotels or wedding venues.

outdoors,, on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or, in private homes.

Please share your views below:

I think that all of these venues should be allowed with the caveat that the health and safety of all involved should be can be assured.

It should also be kept in mind that the ceremony should be dignified.

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Other

Other

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It is not appropriate for civil or non-religious groups to use religious venues such as churches as it clouds the distinction between religious and non
religious weddings.

It should however be allowed for non-religious weddings to take places in venues owned by religious groups which are not a worship space, eg a church
hall rather than in the church itself.

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

It is important that the officiant should ensure that the wedding location is dignified as failure to do so could lead to ridiculous weddings.

It should be the responsibility of the owner of the venue that the venue is safe, this falls outside the control and training of the officiant, other than the
most obvious of risks that can be ascertained by using common sense. Often the officiant will have only arrived at the venue an hour in advance and is
unable to be held responsible for every aspect of health and safety relating to the venue.

Other

Please expand on your answer:



Whilst guidance would be welcomed it should remain the responsibility of the venue owner to ensure that the venue is safe. The liability should lie with
them.

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This seems like a reasonable idea to make things more streamlined.

Please share your views below:

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is important for those who want a simple, inexpensive wedding.

It is also important that this option is available whose primary wedding ceremony is not legally recognised.

Consultation Question 78:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This is a reasonable reflection of the costs of providing the service and prevents wedding couples being exploited to cross-subsidise other aspects of the
registration service.

There should be flexibility in the fees to reflect the work required to perform more or less elaborate ceremonies.

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

If these proposals are implemented I believe that it will lead to greater choice for couples, and will particularly benefit lower income couples who may be
more likely to get married if they can have a meaningful wedding at a lower cost because of the ability to choose a lower cost venue for their legally
binding wedding if they don't want to get married in a registry office or religious venue

I think that it will enable people to have much more meaningful and personal weddings and may put a dampener on the pressure to spend a fortune on
getting married.

It will enable Humanist couples to only require one wedding ceremony which would save them both time and money.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

I think that the proposals will be beneficial to wedding couples.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:



Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUVY-2

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-04 23:51:19

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This would have a negative impact on churches because they depend on civil registrars to register weddings due to not having a personnel of this nature.
This leads to the peril of some churches falling short of wedding laws, due to the requirement that they are to be responsible in relation to unfamiliar
legalities in connection to having a religious ceremony.

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Despite public policy and morality, this area is very wide and could lead to individuals with not on trend views within the legal realm being unable to
nominate an officiant.

For instance the test should concentrate on objective rationale , such as advocating reasons that are not of the law an example of this could be terrorism
where violence is utilised in order to eradicate democracy, or to weaken the rule of law.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

At present Wedding Officiants are extremely well trained registrars or Religious personnel who posses solid views in relation to marriage . Permitting
independent officiant would create a vacuum for individuals who may not possess a strong value
of marriage.

Also presently independent officiant i.e. celebrants can oversee wedding which are not legally binding and which have occurred at Halloween,
underwater, in the air, dressed up as an animal or in a location like the ruins of a building that was used for looking after individuals suffering from
leprosy. These ceremonies could become lawful and would take away the sanctity and dignity of marriage.

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consent should be public and vocalised , so that those attending know that there is consent on both sides. Also public consent avoids coercion or
manipulation or any grey areas re mutual consent

Prescribed words are necessary to clarify the wish of the couple to be married, to express that there is no reason why they should not get married and
should take place during the ceremony and a document signed by both parties should be witnessed by others within the wedding party and verified and
signed by said witnesses.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

More imperative that a legal wedding ceremony denotes the seriousness of the commitment that the individuals are making, rather than being
personalised. Indeed individuals can have personalised ceremonies if they wish in terms of non - legally binding ceremonies: which permits the individual
to dress up say as super heroes or have the ceremony in different locations.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The open door part of a wedding is crucial part of the celebrations and signifies that it is not private but one that can be enjoyed by others within our 
society. 



Also wedding which are not privy to the public give off an air of privacy and could be utilised for marriages such as forced marriages. Therefore open
weddings i.e. to any individual from the public provide prevention.



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YU9P-V

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-04 23:52:08

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Retired NHS Senior Biomedical Scientist

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

May encourage 'spur of the moment' decisions. I think the 7 days should be a minimum.

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I am not convinced that this that this proposal goes far enough to ensure either dignity or solemnity. What powers would the officiant have to ensure that
these are respected?

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Too ad hoc.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Both parties should express their wish to be married to each other in front of witnesses, during the ceremony.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I do not agree that all venues may be appropriate and, if not, this should be made clear to the parties.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As long as they conform with the law.

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I am not sure why you would do that.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Why should you do that?. The ceremony should be open to public scrutiny and not conducted 'behind closed doors', where coercion may be taking place.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I do not think that all venues, or 'anywhere', would necessarily be conducive to a dignified or solemn ceremony.

on inland waters such as lakes or rivers,, in the air, and/or



Please share your views below:

The dignity and solemnity of the ceremony should be respected. If not, could we expect the marriage itself to be respected?.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

For the same reason that doors should be open.

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There should be clear rules on what venues can be considered safe and dignified and are suitable for a ceremony of such solemn and lasting significance.

No

Please expand on your answer:

These rules should be made very clear and any proposed venue which does not conform should not be allowed to be used.

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YU9A-D

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-04 23:52:43

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

n/a

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

n/a

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

n/a

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

n/a

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

n/a



Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

n/a

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I think it is one element towards the prevention of arranged/false marriages.

Consultation Question 5:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Same response as to previous question.

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

This is a reasonable amount of time prior to any wedding that a couple would need to be either in residence in the area of their marriage or staying with
family (if the wedding is set in the place where one of the participants grew up).

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

I think interviews should always be face to face unless situations such as coronavirus mean everyone is in lockdown, in which case a Zoom session or
similar might be a useful means by which to conduct the interview.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Yes.

Consultation Question 9:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

The notices of marriage should be physically displayed in the appropriate geographical location and not online. Online carries the risk of harm/disruption
of the day but could be an additional medium if the couple give their approval, each independently.

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

I think this has been good practice for many years but the banns also have to be noted at the registry office for the district of the wedding and could be
put online with the couple's approval (individual and independent approvals by each person).

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

I think this is essential. A church is a building dedicated to God and if people wish to be married in a church then it is perfectly reasonable for the clergy to
ascertain the couple's reasons for requesting a church wedding if they are not members of the congregation already. The same should apply to
non-denomination places of worship.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

This should be a requirement for every wedding, regardless of in church or in a registry office/other authorised premises.

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:

I think that all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries, to ensure that all legal matters are adequately covered. Church preliminaries would be
additional to the civil ones, to confirm the reasons why the couple wish to wed in church (if they are not members of the congregation) or to confirm the
Biblical reasons for marriage etc where the couple is already of the Christian faith.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Many churches require the use of a civil registrar, particularly non-conformist churches where there is no church member who is trained as a registrar of
marriage. My own church currently has an 'authorised' registrar but many do not. They should not be penalised for this and couples wanting to marry in
churches without an 'authorised' registrar should not be prevented from doing so.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

No



Please expand on your answer:

They need to be properly trained for the Registrar's duties at weddings. Many in holy orders of the church have no clue about this.

Consultation Question 23:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This leaves marriage open to mockery and abuse. Non-religious belief organisations include all kinds of weird and wonderful groups who may hold views
on marriage that are without foundation under UK Law.

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Same answer as to previous question. This could very easily make a mockery of/ abuse/ belittle marriage as a serious undertaking.

Please share your views below:

This list could be never-ending. Far easier to stick with what we already have - it works and keeps marriage as a serious business, not to be undertaken
lightly.

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Makes sense.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

This is too wide embracing as an issue. It could very easily be seen by vocal minorities with their own political agenda as a platform on which to launch an
assault on every religious belief that holds traditional marriage as between one man and one woman sacrosanct. There is far too much adherence given
to these views already with vociferous people denouncing everyone who holds a different opinion to theirs as a bigot. In this country we have always
upheld the right of free speech. It is very much in danger now and I would deem it as extremely unwise to add any more weight to the argument that only
one sector of our broad community has any right to comment on marriage matters. Purposes that are unlawful or contrary to public policy or normality is
too broad altogether, but perhaps wording could include promoting purposes that are illegal or support illegal activity (such as terrorism), that advocate
the violent overthrow of democracy, or that undermine the rule of law.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

I think nominees must be named individually.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Properly trained officiants are best.

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No



Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is made on serious and solemn promises. The wording needs to be legally binding. The present form works well and keeps this important value.

Consultation Question 43:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Having the open doors is another element of preventing a forced/false/bigamous marriage.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Venues must reflect the seriousness of marriage.

Please share your views below:

Venues should be limited to those that endorse the seriousness and the long-term commitment of marriage. It is not a frivolous act to be entered into
with frippery, froth and devoid of any sense of solemnity amidst the undoubted joy of the occasion. Dignity is important.

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YU9E-H

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-04 23:57:20

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 18:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

A lot of churches rely on civil registrars as they are too small to provide their own, and to expect them to provide someone who has to get to grips with
unfamiliar legal could leave then foul of the law.

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

This is a dangerous thing to propose as contrary to public morality is subjective and could mean that those groups with unpopular, but legally accepted
views could be deemed unable to nominate officiants. This needs to be amended to be more objective.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 29:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Having the prescribed words are important to maintain the importance and seriousness of the marriage commitment.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There should be some regulation of what is said to maintain the importance and solemnity of the ceremony. An "Anything goes" approach risks belittling
marriage and making it too casual.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is an event for the whole community and families involved and should not be conducting entirely privately. Marriage is of utmost importance to
our society. Eliminating the open door policy may also allow weddings to take place that otherwise should not legally.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This opens the door to all sorts of locations being used that could belittle and make fun of marriage and no way of preventing this. It is important that
marriage locations are deemed to be appropriate and in nature with the serious and solemn commitment that marriage is.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YU96-2

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-04 23:57:24

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No



Please expand on your answer:

The requirement is there as a safeguard.

Consultation Question 5:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 17:



Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

The Church of England is the established church and there is no reason to change this recognition. Those who do not agree can choose a civil ceremony.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:



Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Requirements should remain as at present.

Consultation Question 43:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The law should remain as a present.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The requirement should remain as a present.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Registered places only.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered



Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUMS-K

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-04 23:57:41

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

We were legally married 

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not applicable, the wedding was fully legal, with a full service, and many witnesses.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not applicable.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not applicable.

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:



None.

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

None.

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not applicable, keep the present system.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Not applicable, keep the present system.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Not applicable, keep the present system.

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not applicable, keep the present system.

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not applicable, keep the present system.

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not applicable, keep the present system.

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Not applicable, keep the present system.

Please share your views below:

Not applicable, keep the present system.

Consultation Question 13:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Keep the present system.

Consultation Question 14:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Keep the present system.

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Keep the present system.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Keep the present system.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Keep the present system.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Keep the present system.

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Keep the present system.

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Keep the present system.
Many churches need a civil registrar as the do not have their own authorised person and need expert assistance.

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered



Please expand on your answer:

Keep the present system.

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Keep the present system.

Consultation Question 23:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Keep the present system.

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Keep the present system. Surely a secular belief system is a form of religious belief.

Please share your views below:

Pointless. Keep the present system.

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Keep the present system. This change would mean that a small village church with 19 members would be discriminated against, despite being part of a
much larger group ministry or association covering a local area. In lockdown, most churches would be harmed by this.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

No.
Public policy or morality is increasingly immoral.
The current system should be retained.
A Government that sanctions, pays for, and enables the murder of over 200,000 innocent people per year has no moral foundation.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Keep the present system.

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Keep the present system.

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Keep the current system, where officiants will hold a high view of marriage. Independent
officiants can currently conduct bizarre and even evil ceremonies that are not legally binding and make a mockery of marriage.



Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Keep the present system, and retain respect for marriage.

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Hands Off! Keep the present system, and respect the current officiants. "Mandatory training and continuing professional development" looks like "Big
Brother".

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Keep the present system. I do agree that the worship of Mammon is a danger, especially for secular "Wedding Venues". Cost should be reasonable, as
social pressure can financially burden a newly married couple and their family. However, freedom of choice must be retained.

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Keep the present system, and seek to minimise conflict of interest.

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Keep the present system.

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

I would have thought that the present situation would assume that.

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Surely they already have it, for instance, Vicars are trained.

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Surely that is the case today?

Consultation Question 38:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I am unconvinced that the General Register Office would always have a moral viewpoint.



Consultation Question 39:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Keep the present system. Again, this looks like "Big Brother".

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Keep the present system.

Consultation Question 41:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Another example of the official "Control Freak" mentality. Keep the present system.

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is essential to retain the "prescribed words", which form the basis of marriage declarations. The solemn promises must be retained, and the
commitment made in marriage taken very seriously. Marriage is both a private and a public matter, and forms the basis for a healthy society.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The existing basis must be retained, or mockery of marriage will result.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

The continuance of existing arrangements is the best way forward.

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

This seems strange. If you want a Christian wedding, continue to have it in church. I see no reason to change.

Please share your views below:

Sounds like you are fishing for change for the sake of it, and to justify your existence.

Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If there is a good reason for it, such as the church is unavailable on the due day, but a "Wedding Blessing" service can be conducted later, then the
existing freedom should be retained. Why repeal it? Again, this looks like pointless change.

Consultation Question 47:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Definitely not! Marriage is not just a private affair. Open doors help protect against forced marriage, bigamy, and other imported and historic evils.
Marriage, like justice, "should be done, and be seen to be done".

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Some venues are plainly unsuitable, and would detract from the proper solemnity of the occasion. The vows may not be heard, or properly witnessed,
etc.

Please share your views below:

The law should retain the existing venues and practices.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a public matter, and the public must therefore have access to observe the ceremony.

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

The existing freedoms and limitations should be retained.

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This would lead to unsuitable premises being approved, and harm to the institute of marriage. It would also lead to the officiant being open to the charge
of having a vested interest, such as the profit of a business partner, or a means of attacking an opponent in some other context.

Consultation Question 52:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This is the sort of thing that one would assume officiants would seek as a matter of course, but to give them this as a power would be to invite the
possibility of abuse such as mentioned above.

No

Please expand on your answer:

Again, this sounds reasonable on the surface, but masks "Big Brother".

Consultation Question 53:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The existing situation should be sufficient.



Please share your views below:

One false step leads to another. Retain existing practice.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I would think that the existing wedding certificate contains the necessary and sufficient information.

Consultation Question 55:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Retain the existing situation. Otherwise, why just English and Welsh (should that be Cymraeg)? What about Gaelic, Cornish, etc? Another proposed change
leading to further trouble.

Consultation Question 56:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Electronic communication is both spatially and temporally insecure. It is well known that electronic machines are not suitable for secure long term data
storage and retrieval. The machines, software, and storage media change too rapidly, and the media decay with time. To propose making documents,
that currently can be read for hundreds of years after the event, to be dependent on such poor media is an exercise in "techno philia", but utter stupidity.
In contrast, the words of Job in chapter 19 verses 23 and 24 are pertinent, and can be read some 4000 years later!

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I see no reason to propose a change to the existing arrangements, other than to point out that same-sex marriage is not marriage, and is a classic
example of government moral deterioration. True marriage, (one man and one woman uniting for life), is harmed by it, just as currency is harmed by
counterfeiting.
The fact that the law commission apparently considers it valid destroys the credibility of the organisation.

No

Please expand on your answer:

How crazy can you get? Marriage is a public act, and has to be witnessed.

Consultation Question 58:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See the answer to the previous question.

Consultation Question 59:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Isn't this called "not consummating the marriage"?
If my memory is correct, didn't Henry 8th find it a useful ploy in marriage annulment?
As such, it is part of English legal history.
There may be occasional instances where cohabitation is delayed (such as an accident on the wedding day) but this proposal demonstrates that the law
commission do not know what they are talking about.



Other

Please expand on your answer:

I may agree on this one.
It sounds as though "Common Law Marriage" is described here, otherwise known as "Living in Sin".
That is not marriage, and the children can end up with either, or sometimes both, family names.

Consultation Question 60:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Why?
There was presumably a reason for the limit being applied in the first place?
What has changed?

Consultation Question 61:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

It sounds sensible, but in today's world where moral corruption leads to persecution of those in the right, things like "it should be an offense" are often
used by those who call evil good, and good evil. I am thus very guarded about new offenses. "Hate crime" false accusation has destroyed legal authority
and credibility.

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

The existing law should be stated in order to be commented on.

Consultation Question 63:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Surely they should be treated like anyone else?

Consultation Question 64:

No

Please expand on your answer:

The existing practice should be retained. There is a long history behind it, and reason for it. Wouldn't it be simpler to abolish the law commission?

Consultation Question 65:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Why?
We all have a terminal illness.
For some of us, it will take us 100 years to die, for others it will be 100 seconds.

Consultation Question 66:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Why?
Does the government propose to continue the lockdown for 12 months?

Consultation Question 67:



No

Please expand on your answer:

Retain the existing arrangements.

No

Please expand on your answer:

Income tax was supposed to be temporary!

No

Please expand on your answer:

We are all at risk of death. It is only one heartbeat away.

Consultation Question 68:

No

Please expand on your answer:

We are the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland.
Question 68 is thus illegal.

Consultation Question 69:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

What is the current law? Why change it?

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Why does the vessel matter?

Consultation Question 71:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

What is the current law? Is the name of the officiant required when marrying in church?

Consultation Question 72:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

I thought it was just the Captain who could marry people?

No

Please expand on your answer:

Independent officiants takes us back to the start of the questionaire.

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Keep the existing process.

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

No Comment, except that demand does not mean that it should be granted.



Consultation Question 74:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Keep the existing process.

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

No

Please expand on your answer:

That is punitive.

Consultation Question 76:

(1) the same fee as other cases in which the registration officer must travel to the person giving notice, set nationally on a cost-recovery basis; or

Please expand on your answer:

We are all terminally ill.

Consultation Question 77:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Keep existing practice.

Consultation Question 78:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Keep existing practice.

Consultation Question 79:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

K.I.P.

Consultation Question 80:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

K.I.P.

Consultation Question 81:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

K.I.P.

Consultation Question 82:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

K.I.P.



Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

We are all terminally ill.

Consultation Question 84:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

K.I.P.

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

Changing the bar does not guarantee validity.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

K.I.P.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

K.I.P.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

K.I.P.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

K.I.P.

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

K.I.P.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

K.I.P.

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Beware of convenience marriages, eg, Pakistani.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

As above.



Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

K.I.P.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

K.I.P.

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

No Comment.



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YUMK-B

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
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About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

private

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Traditionally married including religious

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

not applicable

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

not applicable

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

not applicable

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:



not applicable

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

none

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Officials must have time to ascertain that both are unmarried

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 6:

seven days; or

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

No, as remote circumstances are beyond realistic control in case of any doubts.
There is nothing like face to face interviews.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Yes, ok.

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

The parties must have the right to object to a substitute officiant and amend the choice of them.
Also the officiant must have the right to object to certain (form of) marriages.

Please share your views below:



Yes, unless the parties agree with the substituted choice as well as the officiant.

Consultation Question 13:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Question is NOT CLEAR.
What sort of bann is meant?
Does it mean for the party to be disallowed to get married due to certain criteria?
If so, then the marriage should also be disallowed in England or Wales, to create a consistency without a foreign loophole.

Consultation Question 14:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Question is NOT CLEAR.

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

No; it is unclear why a publication is limited to one place; then it is not a publication but a private thing.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes. He has to safeguard the authenticity and conditions prior to the wedding request.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes, He has to safeguard the authenticity and conditions prior to the wedding.

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It must be a requirement that all weddings are officially documented by official - legal - registration. Else the legality gets out of hand and becomes
uncontrollable and slips away from all or any statistics. Churches should continue to perform weddings with the civil officiants to ensure the legality.

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

The Registration Officer must be legally authorised because of his/her duty to make the registration a legally controllable thing.

Consultation Question 22:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Provided their adequate legal training etc. their authority to check identities and the unmarried status of the parties.

Consultation Question 23:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This would go too far. The State must be the prime and central marrying institution for controllable registration and identity purposes.

Consultation Question 24:

No

Please expand on your answer:

NO, the description is that of an ideology, NOT of a religion.

Please share your views below:

None; the State must remain the central authority with ordained / authorised trained moral persons to perform a legally recognised and registered
wedding.
Other institutions, religious or non-religious can do their own thing following the official wedding.

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Certain religious organizations as well as non-religious organizations can have totally different cultural as well as religious views on marriage which are
NOT compatible with traditionally majority acceptable and accepted English/British standards, which are clearly crumbling under their pressure.

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Yes, certain religious organizations as well as non-religious organizations have totally different cultural as well as religious views on marriage which are
NOT compatible with traditionally acceptable and accepted majority English/British standards and values, which are clearly crumbling under their
pressure. e.g. forced marriage.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

No, they can nominate a person or the person in office, only to perform their own procedure, but not the legally formal binding and registration of a
wedding.

Consultation Question 28:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No, they must be kept separate in order to maintain dignified British Standards and traditional Values.

Consultation Question 29:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Officiants must be independent or Government appointed; not acting on behalf of a religious or non-religious organization.
Yet an independent officer can be a member of an ideological organization, religious or non-religious, with their own personal (freedom of) conscience or
religion and expression.

Consultation Question 30:

No



Please expand on your answer:

This is open to misinterpretation or abuse or skewing standards.

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Being an independent Officer means that the person is not steered or acts on behalf of a religious or non-religious organization. Yet each Independent
Officer has the basic right of their own (freedom of) personal beliefs or convictions and expression.

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Independent or Government Officiants must not act with a conflict of interest or with a conflict against their personal conviction.
A modest standard fee would be most appropriate.

Consultation Question 34:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

1.: No, that in itself, is a conflict of interests.
2.: No to both nominations.

Consultation Question 35:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is hard to argue to state a definition! It is completely impossible to verify and/or maintain in different cultural and some religious or non-religious
groups, that can lead to contradictory interpretations.
The officiants' task is to ensure the wedding is a seriously undertaken decision of both parties in principle for life without coercion. The content and tone
of the formulations must reflect that solemn intention. It becomes a civil partnership if that is NOT the case.

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

An expression of the minimum formulae to be followed in order to guarantee that the parties are convinced of their unmarried status, their free will to
marry the other person, the absence of any coercion, their intention for a lifelong bondage and their positive answers without hesitation.

Consultation Question 37:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

The monitoring of independent officiants rests with the General Register Office, independent of religious or non-religious organizations as the latter are
per definition coloured with their organizations values. However, the officiants performance must not be confused with their personal rights and freedom
of opinion and expression, which may well fit in with the background of the wedding parties or could be opposite their own and not fit in.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Yes, the General Register Office has the responsibility to maintain standards.

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Performance must be monitored against the requirements of a seriously undertaken wedding with high standards of an enduring bondage. In a world of
diametrically opposing opinions, the officiants must have the freedom to engage with or to refuse certain types of marriages, according to their own right
of personal belief and conscience and expression, without coercion.

Consultation Question 40:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Don't know

Consultation Question 41:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Personal Professional Development has to be up to date with jurisdiction with regards to weddings and marriages. It must not be a platform for political
indoctrination.
Lack of accepting modern trends in society is different from a failing to comply with taking knowledge of developments.

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

1.a: No, they must be present and verbally express themselves before signing.. 1.b: no, has to be included as that is a fundamental officially required
status.
2.: No
3.:No both their oral statement and signing must be required
4.:No,this is insufficient.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No, any silly thing could be chosen. Marriage is not a funny or light-hearted incident but a serious solemn legal bondage, ideally between a man and a
woman.

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

There is no restriction on the requirements of individual groups as long as the legal requirements and standards are met.

Consultation Question 45:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Both are possible together or in separate ceremonies.

Please share your views below:

Both are possible together or in separate ceremonies according to the parties choice.



Consultation Question 46:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Both are possible together or in separate ceremonies. To be kept like that.

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Certainly not, It must not become a secretive or hidden fact with no public engagement. Else the married status becomes obscure. That is to be prevented
ny all means.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

outdoors,

Please share your views below:

It must be public and controllable and legally performed to become valid and registered.

Consultation Question 49:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It is the public nature of marriage to have the ground to be publicly known without any hideous intention.

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

No

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

In 1 and 3 is a conflict of conscience.

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YU9W-3

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-04 23:59:04

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I am legally married.

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

No legal barriers. Had a wonderful marriage service and registration in a church.

Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 4: Preliminaries



Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Unnecessary

Consultation Question 5:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Though there should be a process that highlights/assists that the couple have given it sufficient thought and commitment, i.e. it shouldn't be too easy.

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

5

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 9:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Support these two criteria.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Support.

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Maintain current system regarding Officiants

Consultation Question 20:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Definitely not... Why shouldn't someone who wishes to get married in a church be able to do so with the assistance of a registration officer. It is
discriminatory if such a practice is forced upon though with religious belief by forcing them to also have a civil ceremony.

Personally, this would have affected my wife and I being able to get married the church we attend. I believe this would negatively affect many others in a
similar situation.

Consultation Question 21:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

NO. This ("contrary to public policy or morality") is extremely subject and changes over time... It is not at all robust.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 28:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Doing so significantly devalues marriage - a bedrock of our society

Consultation Question 30:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 38:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Doing this fundamentally undermines what marriage actually is... Such changes would then mean that it becomes something else.

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

See above.

Consultation Question 44:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

This helps protect those involved (e.g. against forced marriage)

Chapter 7: Location



Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

I'm open to being more liberal on this, however, until I see some decent safeguards to ensure marriage maintains a 'high' and dignified position in society,
and part of this is around the location, I shall respond with "No".

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Not Answered

Not Answered

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Response ID ANON-5GTU-YU95-1

Submitted to Law Commission consultation on weddings law
Submitted on 2021-01-04 23:59:18

About you

What is your name?

Name:

What is the name of your organisation?

Enter the name of your organisation:

N/a

Are you responding to this consultation in a personal capacity or on behalf of your organisation?

Personal response

If other, please state::

What is your email address?

Email:

What is your telephone number?

Telephone number:

If you want the information that you provide in response to this consultation to be treated as confidential, please explain to us why you regard
the information as confidential. As explained in our privacy notice, we will take full account of your explanation but cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please tell us why you regard the information as confidential:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Consultation Question 1:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/a

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/a

Other

Please expand on your answer:

N/a

Consultation Question 2:

Please share your views below:

N/a



Consultation Question 3:

Please share your views below:

N/a

Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

It is important to give flexibilty to couples to marry in any of this district to avoid anxiety that the current rule often caused to couples.

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

This will futher ensure that any current bureaucracy associated with current process is removed.

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

The system needs to allow flexibility which could have the advantage thourough consideration of the wedding by couples

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

Yes, it is clear especially in the times we are in at the moment we need to build flexibility into current system to allow weddings to continue especially
where therw is barrier face to face mertings.

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

Yes, this futher allows for a system is flexible for couples

Consultation Question 9:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 10:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 11:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 12:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Yes this will ensure that the wedding go ahead in a situation where the other official is nog able to conduct the weddings in circumstances before their
control

Consultation Question 13:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

Yes this will be informative for those attending the wedding

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Yes, this we ensure the validity of the intention of the couples to enter into a legally binding matrimony.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Agree, this will further help to suppot ghe validity of the marriage

Consultation Question 18:

Anglican preliminaries should continue to be recognised as legal preliminaries to weddings officiated by the Church of England and the Church in Wales;
or

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 21:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 22:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 24:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

I don't have a list but agree that providing a guide on type of non-religious organisation will provide clarity and transparency

Consultation Question 25:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Yes it is vital that the insitution and the sanctity of marriage is preserved and should not be taken mere

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

Yes

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 33:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

It is also important that official understands and upholds the dignity of marriage

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

No

Please expand on your answer:

It shouldn't be possible to get married without being present at the wedding

Consultation Question 43:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is a life committment and not a joke so it should taken seriously

Consultation Question 44:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:



Consultation Question 46:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

To convey vows publicaly helps reinforce the importance of the institution

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Marriage is an important committment and should be treated as such

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 49:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

No

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 52:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Lack of clarity on this point

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 53:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:



Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 55:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 58:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

Yes



Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 71:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:
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Chapter 4: Preliminaries

Consultation Question 4:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 5:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Two stage process is making the process more complicated and time-consuming.

Consultation Question 6:

another period of time.

Please expand on your answer:

21 days, to allow time to deal with lack of correct documents (decree nisi/decree absolute) and balancing workload for registrars.

Consultation Question 7:

Please share your views below:

No. Too many risks and pitfalls regarding sham/forced marriage e.g. body language at in-person interview can be informative, but not via video link; is
applicant speaking freely/willingly?

Consultation Question 8:

Please share your views below:

No reason to remove this facility.

Consultation Question 9:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, but without full address (town & county?), in all cases.

Consultation Question 10:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Yes, but with a provision to be extendable in national emergency situations/pandemics, or occupational circumstances (eg. armed forces).

Consultation Question 11:

No

Please expand on your answer:

If named, the risk of that person not being available and the administrative work involved to amend schedule, especially at short notice.

Consultation Question 12:

No

Please expand on your answer:



As per Q.11.

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 13:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 14:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 15:

Please share your views below:

All banns should be published online, together with all other notices. Public safeguarding issues.

Consultation Question 16:

Please share your views below:

Essential. Close loopholes around sham/forced marriage. Equality.

Consultation Question 17:

Please share your views below:

Yes. Personal accountability.

Consultation Question 18:

all weddings should be preceded by civil preliminaries.

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 5: Officiants

Consultation Question 19:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 20:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Training, quality assurance, adherence to legislation, impartiality, non-commercial, no conflict of interest, local authority. What is deemed as a 'civil
wedding'? Register office only? or external civil ceremonies?

Consultation Question 21:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

concerns about locations regarding personal safety, risk, size of ceremony, control of attendees, alcohol consumption, outdoor open spaces etc.

Consultation Question 22:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

If officiants for church marriages, yes. Not for civil marriages.



Consultation Question 23:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 24:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 25:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 26:

Please share your views below:

Yes.

Consultation Question 27:

Please share your views below:

No.

Consultation Question 28:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 29:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 30:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Within national guidelines, as per registration officer disqualifications.

Consultation Question 31:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Who will give training and how? evidence, quality assurance?

Consultation Question 32:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

enforceability?

Consultation Question 33:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 34:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 35:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 36:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 37:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Some officiants may be linked directly to specific civil wedding venues, self-policing could lead to lack of oversight due to commercial interests.

Consultation Question 38:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 39:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 40:

No

Please expand on your answer:

There should be a system of regular reappraisal or relicensing.

Consultation Question 41:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 6: The wedding ceremony

Consultation Question 42:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

1a - agree, but what is the meaning/implication of 'otherwise'?

1b - strongly disagree. Notice information has often proven to be inaccurate. Potential for inaccuracy could increase with online/postal notices.

2 - disagree.
3 - agree
4 - disagree - only on signing the declaration in the schedule

Consultation Question 43:

No



Please expand on your answer:

All weddings should be conducted according to a basic standard format, as a minimum, to retain legality, solemnity and remain recognisable as a legal
wedding.

Consultation Question 44:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

What special rules are being referred to? More information required before we can answer.

Consultation Question 45:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 46:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Are we to assume that the new legislation recognise all weddings as legally binding?

Consultation Question 47:

No

Please expand on your answer:

protection for forced/sham marriage, bigamy.

Chapter 7: Location

Consultation Question 48:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Please share your views below:

Locations should be limited to those that uphold the solemnity and dignity of the occasion.

Consultation Question 49:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Publicly accessible for the purpose of objections at the time of the ceremony - yes; but not necessarily regularly available for marriages.

Consultation Question 50:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 51:

No

Please expand on your answer:



Should be governed by the local authority, since the officiant may be from outside the area.

Consultation Question 52:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

guidance to be given to local authorities.

Consultation Question 53:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Pre-approval should be mandatory for all locations for health and safety reasons.

Please share your views below:

1 - local authority who are impartial and not commercially influenced.
2 - regular venues, periodic checks; one-off locations, a risk assessment.

Chapter 8: Registration

Consultation Question 54:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

The question is very confusing. It depends what information has already been recorded in the schedule. The location should already be recorded in the
schedule, links to pre-approval re. health and safety and suitability.

Why no mention of witnesses?

Parents' names should be recorded in the schedule at time of notice.

Consultation Question 55:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 56:

No

Please expand on your answer:

No checks regarding legality or even whether a ceremony has actually taken place.

Chapter 10: Validity and offences

Consultation Question 57:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

1 - yes
2 - yes
3 & 4 - should refer to either party, not both parties.

No

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 58:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

Definition of 'non-qualifying ceremony'?

Failure to give notice by either party, no authorised officiant and failure to consent must equal an invalid marriage.

Consultation Question 59:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 60:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

As long as that means that there is now going to be no time limit to petition.

Consultation Question 61:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 11: Special types of wedding

Consultation Question 62:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 63:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 64:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Too important and delicate a scenario to be dealt with by local offices.
Safeguarding issues, avoidance of predatory individuals marrying vulnerable persons.

Consultation Question 65:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 66:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 67:

Other

Please expand on your answer:



1 - yes.
2,3,4 - no.

No

Please expand on your answer:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Existing provision for waivers should continue.

Consultation Question 68:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 69:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 70:

Please share your views below:

No, far too difficult to monitor and regulate.

Consultation Question 71:

Other

Please expand on your answer:

do not agree with this principle, as per Q 70.

Consultation Question 72:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Yes

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 73:

Please share your views below:

Consultation Question 74:

No

Please expand on your answer:

Everyone should have a time limit.

Chapter 12: Fees

Consultation Question 75:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:



Consultation Question 76:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 77:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 78:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 79:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 80:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 81:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 82:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 83:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Consultation Question 84:

Not Answered

Please expand on your answer:

Chapter 13: The potential impact of our proposals

Consultation Question 85:

Please share your views below:

1 - no, not at all. Getting married in E&W is relatively simple compared to other countries.
2 - no. Proposals would seem to make the system more complicated than at present.

Consultation Question 86:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

1 - all year round availability and just £46 for a ceremony. 
2 - this is always at the couple's choice and is still a small part of the overall cost of a wedding celebration 
3 - no comment 
4 - no comment



5 - having a separate legally recognised ceremony will have minimal impact with minimal cost of £46

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

1 - register offices are already available all year round at minimal cost
2 - savings will only be made by choice of the couple. Expectations of a wedding create high costs
3 - no benefit, people will choose to pay what they want or feel necessary to have what they want, regardless of cheaper options, as now.

Consultation Question 87:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

1 - the cost of an approved premises licence (over 3 years) is minimal and provides the public with reassurance that health and safety measures have
been met and provide a safe environment under law, including regular monitoring of compliance.

2 - statutory duty of registration officers to attend and costs on a cost recovery basis, including associated administration.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it. We would also welcome any data on the size of businesses that are affected by the law or will be impacted under our proposed reforms. :

1 - no licence fee to pay to local authority, therefore no independent H&S checks, no accountability regarding the use of the venue for potential
sham/forced marriages.

2 - service always available.

3 - no comment

4 - don't believe there would be any significant increase and business opportunities may well be fewer.

Consultation Question 88:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Local authorities receive income from licensing of approved premises and conducting ceremonies, providing the following benefits:
- provision of seemly and dignified register offices at a low cost
- fees set and agreed in advance by elected members
- couples have the reassurance of having a legally binding marriage in a safe environment
- Local authority registration is a trusted organisation
- recognised and trusted point of reference and expertise for all enquiries and queries, including a formal complaints procedure, with accountability
- due regard to public safety - health & safety, potential forced/predatory and sham marriage, including regular monitoring of approved premises
- independent & non-commercial perspective
- staff trained and regularly assessed in marriage law and local/national legislation
- staff behaviour fully regulated under local authority terms and conditions
- registration office availability and accessibility to deal with public enquiries at publicised opening times

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

None.

Consultation Question 89:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

1 - residential qualification is an unnecessary burden on couples

2 - as above.

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Easier for couples to circumvent marriage law, or criminals to facilitate sham marriage.

Consultation Question 90:

Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:



Please share your views below. If you have any evidence to support your answers, or which might help us assess the extent of possible benefits, please
provide it.:

Consultation Question 91:

Please share your views below:

1 - Further explanation and details needed. Potential costs unknown, except that local authorities are likely to lose substantial income, which currently
offsets the cost of services provided free of charge.

2- industry diluted so loss of income.

5 - cost to couples is what they choose to pay but the proposals may well lead to higher costs in general e.g. funerals and lack of regulation of pricing.




